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Anolis barahonae Williams

Anolis ricordii barahonae Williams, 1962:8. Type-locality,
*“Polo, Valle de Polo, Barahona, Dominican Republic.” Ho-
lotype, Museum of Comparative Zoology (MCZ) 43819,
adult female, collected by W.G. Hassler in September 1932
(not examined by authors).

Anolis barahonae: Schwartz, 1974:114. First use of combina-
tion.

Anolis baronhae: Fitch, 1981:67. Lapsus.

Semiurus barahonae: Schwartz and Henderson, 1988:165.

» Content. Four subspecies are recognized: barahonae, albo-
cellatus, ininquinatus, and mulitus.

* Definition. Anolis barahonae is a “‘giant” anole (maximum
SVL in males to 172 mm, in females to 162 mm) characterized
by the following: snout scales between 2nd canthals 2-5 (mode
4); 2-8 (mode 6) loreal scale rows, scales between supraorbitals
1-4 (mode 2); 3-5 (mode 4) scales between interparietal and
supraorbital semicircles; dorsals generally small (15-34 in snout-
eye distance); ventrals relatively small (17-31 in snout-eye dis-
tance); nuchal crest scales in both sexes usually moderate to
low, dorsal body crest scales rarely moderate, usually low;
subocular scales rarely in contact with supralabials.

The dorsal body color is basically lichenate gray-green,
olivaceous, tan, or gray, with brown and black giving a blotched
effect (also in juveniles), at times with 3-4 yellowish dorsal cross-
bars or their remnants (2 subspecies), or with faintly bluish white,
dark-edged ocelli (1 subspecies). The venter is pale greenish
tan to cream, or tan or white with brown or gray mottling. The
dewlap, present in both sexes, is pale yellow, yellow (white ba-
sally), yellow-orange, deep orange, pale yellow with a pink bor-
der, to peach in males; pale yellow (at times suffused with gray)
to pale peach in females. A pale subocular crescent is absent in
adults of most subspecies but indicated in juveniles by a pale
subocular spot.

* Diagnosis. Anolis barahonae can be distinguished from
Hispaniolan congeners by the following combination of char-
acteristics: large size (SVL of adults >100 mm); low to moder-
ate middorsal crest scales (A. baleatus has high, pointed mid-
dorsal crest scales), and a lichenate or crossbanded dorsal pat-
tern (A. ricordii has a pattern characterized by irregular dark
nuchal blotches, 3 longitudinal dark stripes on each side, or dark
saddles).

* Descriptions. In addition to the original descriptions by Wil-
liams (1962), Schwartz (1974), and Cullom and Schwartz (1980),
descriptions may be found in Williams (1965) and Schwartz
and Henderson (1991).

* Illustrations. Line drawings of dorsal patterns of A. b.
barahonae, A. b. ininquinatus, and A. b. mulitus were provided
by Cullom and Schwartz (1980). A colored illustration of A. b.
barahonae is in Schwartz and Henderson (1985). Bowersox et
al. (1994) and Powell and Henderson (1996) included color
photographs of the same adult male.

¢ Distribution. An Hispaniolan endemic, A. barahonae is found
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Map 1. Range of Anolis barahonae (modified from Schwartz
and Henderson, 1991). Large circles mark type-localities, dots
indicate other records.

Figure. Juvenile Anolis barahonae barahonae (Bobby Witcher
Memorial Collection, BWMC 05142) from the Sta. Elena road
6.1 km inland from highway 44 (el. 520 m), Provincia de
Barahona, Repiblica Dominicana.

in the Sierra de Baoruco and adjacent lowlands of the Peninsula
de Barahona. Records are absent from much of the southern
Peninsula, although Schwartz (1974) suggested that the species
may inhabit these largely inaccessible areas. Altitudinal distri-
bution is from sea level to approximately 800 m. The species is
mesophilic to semi-xerophilic and is largely restricted to the
crowns of larger trees in riverine and gallery broadleaf woods
and forests.

The range is illustrated in Williams (1962), Schwartz
(1974), Cullom and Schwartz (1980), and Schwartz and Hen-
derson (1991).

* Fossil Record. None.

 Pertinent Literature. Little information is available beyond
that provided in the descriptions of the species and subspecies.
Williams (1965) provided descriptions of two additional speci-
mens of what was then considered A. ricordii barahonae.
Schwartz (1980) included the species in his treatise of
Hispaniolan herpetogeography, and Williams (1983) in his analy-
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sis of morphology, ecology, and evolution of anoline lizard com-
munities. Wyles and Gorman (1980), Lang (1989), and Burnell
and Hedges (1990) mentioned A. barahonae in their respective
studies of relationships among lizards. SEA/DVS (1990) pro-
vided an index to habitats in the Dominican Republic. Schwartz
and Henderson (1991) provided summary descriptions of dis-
tribution and natural history. Bowersox et al. (1994) discussed
diet and compared it with that reported for other West Indian
giant anoles. Allen et al. (1994 [1995]) described reproductive
biology. Lenart et al. (1996) and Lenart and Sowell (1996) ex-
amined the effects of habitat alteration on the composition of an
Anolis community. Irschick and Losos (1996) included this spe-
cies in a list of those used in morphological, ecological, and
behavioral analyses.

The species is included in guides, checklists, and keys by
Schwartz and Thomas (1975), Henderson and Schwartz (1984),
Henderson et al. (1984), Schwartz and Henderson (1985, 1988),
and Powell et al. (1996).

* Remarks. Cullom and Schwartz (1980) concluded that two
specimens recorded as having been taken from “Barahona” by
W.G. Hassler in 1932 probably came from the Sierra de Baoruco.

Populations from 10-14 km SW of Barahona apparently
are composed of intergrades between A. b. barahonae and A. b.
ininquinatus (Cullom and Schwartz, 1980). Specimens from
Enriquillo and from between Enriquillo and Oviedo have not
been assigned subspecifically and may represent intergradation
between A. b. albocellatus and A. b. barahonae (Schwartz,
1974).

Additional references to A. barahonae may be buried in
the older literature pertaining to A. ricordii, although Williams
(1962) stated he was unable to find any references to giant anoles
from the Peninsula de Barahona in Hassler’s notes.

Frank and Ramus (1995) proposed the common name
“Barahona anole” for this species.

* Etymology. Although not explicitly stated by Williams (1962),
the name barahonae obviously refers to the Peninsula de Bara-
hona, the range of the taxon; albocellatus is from the Latin
albus (= white) and ocellus (= eye), in allusion to the white
spots that are typical of that subspecies; ininquinatus is from
the Latin meaning “non-spotted,” in reference to the absence of
dorsal spotting; mulitus is derived from El Mulito, the local
name for the intersection near the type-locality.

1. Anolis barahonae barahonae Williams

Anolis ricordii barahonae Williams, 1962:8. See species syn-
onymy.

Anolis barahonae: Schwartz, 1974:114. See species synonymy.

Anolis barahonae barahonae: Schwartz, 1974:114. First use
of trinomial.

Semiurus barahonae barahonae: Schwartz and Henderson,
1988: 165.

* Definition. This subspecies is characterized by the following:
snout scales at 2nd canthals 3-5 (mode 4), loreal rows 5-8 (mode
6), scales between supraorbital semicircles 3/3-5/5 (mode 4/4),
vertical dorsals 15-21 (¥ = 17.9 £ 0.55), horizontal dorsals 15-
27 (x =20.1 £0.95), ventrals 17-29 (x = 23.6 = 1.09), basic
dorsal pattern blotched.

2. Anolis barahonae albocellatus Schwartz

Anolis barahonae albocellatus Schwartz, 1974:117. Type-lo-
cality, “13.1 mi. (21.0km) SW Enriquillo, Pedernales Prov-
ince, Repiblica Dominicana.” Holotype, Museum of Com-
parative Zoology (MCZ) 125611 (original number ASFS

V4422), adult male, collected by R. Thomas on 10 De-
cember 1964 (not examined by authors).

Semiurus barahonae albocellatus: Schwartz and Henderson,
1988:165.

* Definition. This subspecies is characterized by the following
(based on a single specimen): snout scales at 2nd canthals 3,
loreal rows 7, scales between supraorbital semicircles 4/4, ver-
tical dorsals 19, horizontal dorsals 23, ventrals 26, basic dorsal
pattern with vertical rows of ocelli.

3. Anolis barahonae ininquinatus Cullom and Schwartz

Anolis barahonae ininquinatus Cullom and Schwartz, 1980:94.
Type-locality, “5.3 km NE La Ciénega, Barahona Prov-
ince, Republica Dominicana.” Holotype, Museum of Com-
parative Zoology (MCZ) 132388 (original number ASFS
V39863), adult male, collected by native collectors on 9
August 1974 (not examined by authors).

Semiurus barahonae ininquinatus: Schwartz and Henderson,
1988:165.

* Definition. This subspecies is characterized by the following:
snout scales at 2nd canthals 3-5 (mode 4), loreal rows 5-6 (mode
5), scales between supraorbital semicircles 4/4-4/5 (mode 4/4),
vertical dorsals 18-21 (¥ = 19.4 £ 0.99), horizontal dorsals 20-
26 (x = 22.4 £ 1.40), ventrals 21-26 (x = 23.2 + 1.56), basic
dorsal pattern with remnants of crossbands.

4. Anolis barahonae mulitus Cullom and Schwartz

Anolis barahonae mulitus Cullom and Schwartz, 1980:97. Type-
locality, ““18 km N Pedernales, El Mulito, 153 m, Pedemales
Province, Repiblica Dominicana.” Holotype, Museum of
Comparative Zoology (MCZ) 132389 (original number RT
3431), adult male, collected by R. Thomas on 4 August
1975 (not examined by authors).

Semiurus barahonae mulitus: Schwartz and Henderson, 1988:
165.

* Definition. This subspecies is characterized by the following:
snout scales at 2nd canthals 3-4 (mode 4), loreal rows 5-7 (mode
6), scales between supraorbital semicircles 3/3-3/4 (mode 3/3),
vertical dorsals 16-18 (¥ = 17.3), horizontal dorsals 17-23 (¥ =
19.7), ventrals 19-31 (¥ = 23.7), basic dorsal pattern with bold
crossbands.
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