
As freshmen take the first steps into 
their college careers this month, a team 
stretching across every inch of campus is 
aggressively working to make sure stu-
dents graduate from UT in four years.

For the past few years, UT has made 
increasing its four-year graduation rates 
a top priority. At 52 percent, UT has the 
highest public four-year graduation rate 
in Texas, but lags significantly behind its 
peer schools nationwide. UT hopes to 
increase its four-year graduation rates to 
70 percent by 2016.

Each year reaps new efforts to in-
crease graduation rates, and it is not an 
easy task for students or administrators.

“We are working to provide students 
with the tools and advising to help them 
make the best choices for their majors 
earlier in their college careers,” said Da-
vid Laude, senior vice provost for en-
rollment and graduation management. 
“Providing additional information on 
majors and career options is important 
for students to make informed decisions 
that are best for them.”

Get more In four: an introduction
Some initiatives happen before stu-

dents begin their first year, such as at-
tending the mandatory new student 
orientation. At orientation, students 
become acquainted with the campus, 
get involved in the community and plan 
course schedules with advisers.

There are many steps a student can 
take to graduate in four years, including 
taking 15 hours per semester, taking on-
line classes, enrolling in summer school 
and transferring credits from another 
institution, according to UT.

“For the first time, our incoming 
freshmen are hearing about the benefits 
of graduating in four years so they can 
make better decisions from the very be-
ginning,” Laude said.

One of the greatest barriers to timely 
graduation is failing to choose a path-
way and major early on, said Dominic 
Chavez, spokesman for the Texas Higher 
Education Coordinating Board. Chavez 
said students often aimlessly explore the 
course catalog out of confusion.

Laude said graduating in four years 
brings economic benefits to the state, 

because it will get students into the 
workforce sooner and save students and 
parents money on tuition and loans. He 
said it also allows more students to at-
tend UT as the state population grows.

New programs
Beginning this fall, every incoming 

freshman will be placed in a 360 Connec-
tion — a small group of approximately 20 
freshmen that meets regularly throughout 
the semester. UT officials said the pro-
gram is meant to break down the Univer-
sity’s large campus and classes into smaller 
communities to increase retention.

There are many different ways a first-
year student can become involved on cam-
pus. Some take part in First-year Interest 
Groups, a group of 20 or so students that 
meets regularly and takes classes together. 
Other students can be involved in programs 
such as the Texas Interdisciplinary Plan, or 
their department’s honors program.

Lisa Valdez, a program coordina-
tor in the First-Year Experience Office, 
said 100 new FIGs have been added for 
fall 2013, bringing the total number of 
groups to 260 across campus.

“Over the years, we have noticed that 
students involved in FIGs are most suc-
cessful, with higher GPAs and an in-
creased rate of retention and four-year 
graduation compared to those that not 
enrolled in FIGs,” Valdez said.

Other initiatives focus on ensuring 
students choose the right major early to 
avoid the extra costs of changing their 
majors, Laude said.

UT developed an online time-to-degree 
tool to help students stay on track when 
scheduling their courses. Students can use 
the tool to check their degree progress on-
line using a color system that will tell them 
whether they are on track to graduate in 
four years.

According to the Texas Higher Educa-
tion Coordinating Board, students gradu-
ate with 142 credit hours on average, even 
though most degrees only require 120.

Paying for college
University administrators have made 

a big talking point about the cost of tu-
ition in advocating for four-year gradu-
ation, and UT is pumping $5 million in 
additional financial aid for students who 
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Joining the ranks of Face-
book and Twitter, UT is 
launching its own social 
network to help connect stu-
dents to organizations and 
resources on campus.

Called HornsLink, the net-
work allows students to create 
their own profile using their 
UT EIDs to receive customized 
recommendations about events 
and organizations matching 
their interests. Although many 
students are currently on other 
social media websites, UT offi-
cials say HornsLink is different 
because it specializes in help-
ing individuals and organiza-
tions connect with each other  

on campus.
After students create a 

profile, they can contact or-
ganization leaders, receive 
weekly updates about events 
on and off campus and cre-
ate a resume that lists the 
organizations and volunteer 
hours they have completed.

HornsLink will officially 
launch Aug. 19, but students 
can already create profiles 
and more than 600 students 
have already signed up.

Dean of Students Son-
cia Reagins-Lilly said the 
purpose of HornsLink is to 
help students make connec-
tions that will help them get 
through their college career.  

While a major univer-
sity in California has sus-
pended its massive open 
online course program, 
UT is preparing to launch 
its own MOOC program 
in September.

Partnering with online 
education provider edX, 
UTAustinX, UT’s MOOC 
program, will start with four 
classes in the fall semester: 
“Age of Globalization,” “Ener-
gy 101,” “Ideas of the Twenti-
eth Century” and “Take Your 
Medicine — The Impact of 
Drug Development.”

UT is offering these 
courses for free to  
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Germanic studies professor John Hoberman will teach one of the four massive open online 
courses that UT is offering in the fall. 

University promotes incentives to push 
four-year graduation rate increase by 2016

By Rabeea Tahir
@rabeeatahir2

2016 goal for  
graduation rate

Current 4-year  
graduation rate

Investment into new financial aid  
programs for students to promote 

four year graduation.

Cheaper
Decreases drop out rates
Enter workforce sooner
Creates room for new students
Lessens chance of loan debt

UT-Austin has state’s the highest  
4-year graduation rate  

Texas A&M – College Station 
is second with 50 percent

Texas’ national ranking  
for attainment of  

bachelor's degrees

Highest rates
College of Communication 66.99%

McCombs School of Business 66.11%
College of Liberal Arts 55.47%

Lowest rates
School of Architecture 21.43%

Cockrell School of Engineering 40.94%
School of Nursing 41.33%

REASONS TO GRADUATE 
IN FOUR YEARS

Students who take 
out loans and  

graduate in 4 years 
owe 40 percent less 

on average than 
those who graduate 

in 6 years
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GRADUATION RATES FOR THE 
2008 FALL COHORT

We are working to provide 
students with the tools and advising 
to help them make the best choices 
for their majors earlier in their col-
lege careers.

—David Laude, senior vice provost  
for enrollment and graduation management

Source: UT-Austin Office of 
Student Financial Services
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anyone in the world inter-
ested in the subject matter. 
Currently, 88,272 people have 
signed up to take one of the 
UT MOOCs. UT will not of-
fer credit, but students who 
pass the course can obtain a 
certificate of mastery.

“The University has al-
ways made some of its edu-
cational offerings available 
freely to the public; MOOCs 
are the latest way that we 
can perform that service 
role,” said Harrison Keller, 
vice provost of higher edu-
cation policy and research 
at UT. “Through these ini-
tial MOOCs, our faculty 
[is] experimenting with the 
possibilities of this particu-
lar format and the context 
for providing educational 
experiences to participants 
around the world.”

The UT System Board of 
Regents partnered with edX 
and invested $5 million into 
the nonprofit company, be-
coming the fourth school to 
partner with the company 
and joining the University of 
California, Berkeley, Harvard 
University and the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology. 

The University selected four 
courses to start in the fall and 
five more to start in the spring 
2014 semester. The University 
has spent $150,000 developing 
each course, officials said.

“We want the University of 
Texas to be an international 
leader in the development of 
next generation learning,” said 
Steven Mintz, executive direc-
tor of the UT System Institute 
for Transformational Learn-
ing. “I think it is extremely im-
portant that our faculty help 
design 21st century teaching 
and learning. We want to give 
them the opportunity, with 
peer institutions, to be the real 
leader in this area.”

Although UT’s MOOC 
program is preparing to start 
in the fall, San Jose State  

University recently decided 
to suspend its MOOC pro-
gram for the fall semester. 
SJSU’s program started in 
the spring 2013 semester. 
According to SJSU’s website, 
courses were offered for cred-
it to both SJSU students and 
members of the public for a 
fee of $150. The Los Angeles 
Times reported the decision 
to suspend the program was 
made after the majority of 
students failed the courses.

Howard Lurie, vice presi-
dent of external affairs at edX, 
said SJSU’s program was ad-
ministered through a differ-
ent company and MOOCs are 
still a new form of learning.

“Does it work in all sub-
jects for all students all the 
time? No, nor does face-to-
face learning,” Lurie said. 
“This is a new paradigm 
shift, and there will always be 
progress. Progress is based on 
evaluation of failures.”

Keller said a similar deci-
sion from UT would require 
the faculty to lose interest in 
teaching MOOCs.

“I don’t see that happening 
on the near term because when 
you talk to the faculty who are 
working on these courses, they 
are asking hard, interesting 
questions,” Keller said.

Along with other pro-
grams, Mintz said the goal 
of the MOOC program is 
to find new ways of teach-
ing for UT students, such as 
blended learning.

“Our goal, ultimately, is 
to improve and enhance the 
learning of students at the 
University of Texas at Austin,” 
Mintz said. “We are going to 
be developing a lot of interac-
tive learning tools, and we’re 

going to integrate those into 
our face-to-face classes. It is a 
real exciting opportunity for 
integration, and we will see 
what works.”

Some of the professors in 
the MOOC program plan 
on converting their MOOCs 
into a blended learning 
course where students view 
course materials online be-
fore discussing it in the class-
room with an instructor. 
John Hoberman, a Germanic 
studies professor who will 
teach the “Age of Globaliza-
tion” MOOC, said he plans 
on developing his course into 
a blended learning class for 
UT students.

“A MOOC is not a substi-
tute for the classroom expe-
rience,” Hoberman said. “A 
MOOC is analogous to a text-
book. You don’t give up the 
classroom experience because 
a textbook is available.”

However, Keller said that 
the purpose of the MOOC 
program is to offer some of 
UT’s services to members of 
the public, and pointed out 
that the University has already 
blended learning programs.

“I think it’s important not 
to confuse this mode of deliv-
ery with the larger landscape 
of what we’re working on at 
UT-Austin,” Keller said. “UT- 
Austin is a leader on almost 
every dimension.”

According to Juan Garcia, 
producer of the “Energy 101” 
MOOC, the courses will work 
by combining instructional 
videos, quizzes and online in-
teraction between students as 
well as with the instructor.

“Everything is designed to 
encourage the student to try,” 
Garcia said.

MOOC
continues from page 1
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Through these initial MOOCs, our faculty 
[is] experimenting with the possibilities 
of this particular format and the context 
for providing educational experiences to 
participants around the world. 

—Harrison Keller,
vice provost of higher education policy and research



demonstrate they are on track 
to graduate in four years.

Roughly 500 students are 
set to receive scholarships 
and financial assistance un-
der the new initiative. Thom-
as Melecki, director of the 
Office of Student Financial 
Services, said the Dollars to 
Scholars program will ran-
domly select 200 students 
this fall to receive $2,000 
to pay their student loans if 
they successfully complete 30 
credit hours with a C or bet-
ter by spring 2014.  

Over the next few years, 
students will also be able to 
earn up to $20,000 in loan 
forgiveness if they work an 
academic job on campus. 
Freshmen will be eligible to 
earn a $1,000 scholarship in 
their first year if they main-
tain a good GPA, complete 
leadership training and com-
plete 30 hours their first year.

“Graduating in four years 
actually offers its own re-
ward, which is significantly 
less debt,” Melecki said.

On average, UT students 
incur $19,112 in debt if they 
graduate in four years. Fifth-
year graduates incur $24,568 
at graduation and sixth-
year graduates owe close to 
$31,991 at graduation, ac-
cording to the Office of Stu-
dent Financial Services.

A stride to efficiency or 
one size fits all?

UT is one of the only state 
schools aiming to increase its 
four-year graduation rates to 
70 percent, and its efforts have 
garnered praise and criticism.

State officials say graduat-
ing in four years helps the 
student and the economy, 
while critics say four-year 

graduation is a one-size-fits-
all solution that should not 
be forced upon students. 

Ann Kenimer, an associate 
provost for undergraduate 
studies at Texas A&M Uni-
versity in College Station, said 
Texas A&M has a campus-
wide initiative called “Aggies 
Commit,” which encourages 
students to take responsibil-
ity for their learning and to 
be very deliberate and inten-
tional in how they plan their 
undergraduate program.

At 50 percent, Texas A&M 
has the second highest pub-
lic four-year graduation rate 
in Texas.

However, Kenimer said 
Texas A&M understands that 
graduating in four years is not 
something all students can do.

“Since some of our under-
graduate curricula, especially 
those in the STEM fields, re-
quire more than 120 hours, we 
recognize that some students 
may find it difficult to graduate 
in four years,” Kenimer said.

Biochemistry junior Us-
man Dar said he feels UT 
is overlooking individual 
cases when pushing for four- 
year graduation.  

Establishing a four-year 
goal also ignores the fact that 
most college students work 
at least one or two jobs, Dar 
said, which makes it difficult 
for them to take 15 credit 
hours a semester. He said the 
pressure to take more classes 
might compromise the qual-
ity of their education and 
overall college experience. 

An ambitious but  
important goal

UT officials concede there 
will always be instances 
where a student requires 
more than four years to 
graduate, but say it is impor-
tant that students seeking to 

graduate in four years have 
the resources to do so.

Chavez said improving the 
four-year graduation rate is 
a key performance metric 
that helps measure the best 
public and private schools 
in the country. By establish-
ing a 70 percent goal, UT is 
already battling a culture that 
encourages students to take 
their time in college.

“Unfortunately, higher 
education has established 
six years as the default ex-
pectation for student grad-
uation,” Chavez said. “This 
has been ingrained in the 
higher education culture 
for decades. UT’s goal to 
improve four-year gradua-
tion rates is a strong signal 
that the culture is going to 
change, and that will help 
this effort tremendously.”

W&N 3

Name: 1338/Capital Metro Direct; Width: 29p6; Depth: 10 in; Color: 
Black, 1338/Capital Metro Direct; Ad Number: 1338

Name: 1574/Blanton Museum 30-2128-745; Width: 29p6; Depth: 5 
in; Color: Black, 1574/Blanton Museum 30-2128-745; Ad Number: 
1574



JOE COLLEGE

YOUR UT ID OPENS THE DOORS OF  
over 400 buses and 6 trains. You can go 
anywhere we go, any time, with no worries 
about parking, gas, insurance or repairs. 
The entire Capital Metro system is at your 
disposal…

FREE WITH YOUR UT ID!

Get more information at capmetro.org 
or call the Go Line at 512-474-1200.

THIS IS THE KEY 
TO YOUR NEW WHEELS

CAPITALMETRO

@CAPMETROATX

www.blantonmuseum.org

NEWS MONDAY, AUGUST 5, 2013 3

Reagins-Lilly said making con-
nections early helps keeps stu-
dents in school and graduate in 
four years, a top priority for UT.

“We know that there are 
all different types of students 
that come here,” Reagins-Lilly 
said. “The question is, how do 
we provide them with a path-
way and how do we custom-
ize their experience?”

Although the service is tar-
geted at first-year students, 
UT officials are encourag-
ing all students to sign up 
because students might find 
new interests by interacting 
with the variety of organiza-
tions at UT on HornsLink.

UT students had a key 
part in developing Horn-
sLink, officials said. Stu-
dents explored other univer-
sity-based social networks 
at different schools and 
helped develop the current 
structure for the platform. 
Reagins-Lilly said UT pur-
chased a software package 
for HornsLink, but claimed 
the exact amount spent de-
veloping the network was 
not available since the soft-
ware will be used on other 
university projects.

Connor Hughes, a bio-
chemistry and Plan II junior, is 
currently working to promote 
HornsLink and said he hopes 
students come to see the outlet 
as a cool way to connect with 

people on campus.
“There are a lot people who 

go to class and they don’t re-
ally know what else to do with 
their time, so I feel this could 
be a really good opportunity 
for them,” Hughes said. “I hope 
it will get more students to ex-
plore their interests and branch 
out and see what they’re into.”

Forrest Wolfe, an incom-
ing freshman from Houston, 
said he believes HornsLink 
will make new students feel 
more at home.

“Most of us have no clue 
about the student organiza-
tions at UT besides the Greek 
life, and we really don’t know 
how much there is to offer 
out there,” Wolfe said.

HORNS
continues from page 1

FOUR
continues from page 1
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There are a lot people 
who go to class and they 
don’t really know what 
else to do with their 
time, so I feel this could 
be a really good oppor-
tunity for them. I hope it 
will get more students 
to explore their interests 
and branch out and see 
what they’re into

—Connor Hughes, 
biochemistry and Plan II junior

Podcast
Join host Bobby 
Blanchard for The 
Daily Texan podcast 
every Friday at 3:15 
p.m. during the 
school year. The Daily 
Texan Podcast recaps 
the latest UT Austin 
news and analyzes 
critical issues facing 
UT students.

Unfortunately, higher 
education has  
established six years 
as the default  
expectation for 
student graduation...
UT’s goal to improve 
four-year graduation 
rates is a strong sig-
nal that the culture is 
going to change, and 
that will help this  
effort tremendously.

—Dominic Chavez, 
spokesman for the  

Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board



Why should you read The Daily 
Texan during your time on the 40 
Acres? In part, for the same reason 
you put your horns up at a football 
game: It’s a Texas tradition, and it’s 
a simple way of showing the people 
around you that you take pride in 
and care about your University. 

Over 113 years of existence, The 
Daily Texan has established itself 
as a campus institution — a place 
where students, faculty and staff go 
for both campus news and student 
opinions. 

During the school year, the Tex-
an prints five days a week, send-
ing thousands of newspapers out 
across our campus and the city of 
Austin. Our editorial staff consists 
entirely of students, and our con-
tent zeroes in on the UT-Austin 
campus, the place you live and 
work, and a place whose intrica-
cies, traditions and problems are 
often overlooked by larger media 
outlets. 

What kind of coverage has our 
sharp focus on campus issues pro-
duced?

 In the past year alone, the Texan 
has uncovered reports of inappro-
priate conduct between a football 

coach and a student. 
We’ve drawn attention to a pro-

fessor who authored academic 
studies on fracking while being 
paid nearly twice his salary to 
serve on the board of directors of a 
fracking company, a clear conflict 
of interest.  

We’ve relentlessly covered the 
battles between UT President Wil-
liam Powers Jr. and the UT System 
Board of Regents (while providing 
an explanation of who the regents 
are and what they’re doing — see 
this edition’s news section for an 
introduction to the ongoing con-
troversy). 

In our Life & Arts section in 
February, we shared one student’s 
opinion on the demise of the icon-
ic South Congress food trailer park 
and what it meant for the city of 
Austin — an article that received 
over 39,000 unique pageviews on 
our website. 

It’s true that the Texan, like 
many newspapers, is facing finan-
cial difficulties. 

In March, the Texas Student 
Media Board of Trustees, which 
oversees the Daily Texan, made the 
difficult decision to cut staff pay in 
order to maintain our five-day-a-
week print schedule.

But our staffers have remained 
committed to providing our print 
product to the UT community. 
And we haven’t stopped our efforts 
to expand our digital presence — 

in the past three months alone, The 
Daily Texan’s main account, @the-
dailytexan, has gained more than 
1,500 followers on Twitter, putting 
us at more than 24,500 followers at 
the time of print. 

That’s a lot of people listening 
— and we’re not about to make it a 
one-way conversation. When you 
pick up the Texan, just like when 
you put up your horns, you’re en-
gaging with your University and its 
community. You’re showing those 
around you that you care. 

Just like our football team, we at 
the Texan want to hear you cheer-
ing us on when we have a win. 
But we also need and desire your 
criticism, your opinions and your 
frustrations when we fumble the 
ball. Tell us what you think over 
Twitter, Facebook, the comments 
section of our website or through 
e-mailing me, Editor-in-Chief 
Laura Wright, at editor@dailytexa-
nonline.com. 

The University of Texas is a big 
place. The Daily Texan is here 
to help you make sense of cam-
pus one day at a time — through 
hashing out your thoughts on our 
opinion page, covering campus 
cultural events in Life&Arts and 
reporting on  the latest develop-
ments in University politics in our 
news section. 

So when you set foot on campus 
— put up your horns. But also pick 
up the Texan. 
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VIEWPOINT

 Much has changed on the 40 
Acres over the last 40 years—be-
yond adjusting the size of the “40 
Acres” main campus from 388 
acres to 350. When my parents 
were students here, Earl Campbell 
had just become the first Long-
horn Heisman recipient. The UT 
System Board of Regents had just 
purchased the esteemed Guten-
berg Bible for $2.4 million. And a 
historically unprecedented num-
ber of students — 48,145 — led the 
administration in 1981 to institute 
enrollment management. 

 For me, a current student, the 
scene changes a little bit. Our 
football team certainly wasn’t 
led by a Heisman trophy winner, 
as we ceded that honor to Aggie 
Johnny “Football” Manziel. At 
least one regent spends his time 
searching through President Wil-
liam Powers Jr.’s papers rather 
than for biblical rarities. And 
while my freshman class of 8,092 
students became the school’s larg-
est ever, the school simultaneous-
ly saw its overall enrollment at its 

second highest: 52,186 students 
in fall 2012. The diverse student 
body identified as just below 50 
percent white, 19 percent His-
panic, 16 percent Asian, 7 percent 
international and nearly 5 percent 
African-American.

 But when I joined my mom this 
month for an informal reunion 
with college friends — she gradu-
ated from UT-Austin undergradu-
ate in 1982, and from the Law 
School in 1985 — some experienc-
es she and her friends recalled on 
the 40 Acres reminded me of my 
own. Some of our associations dif-
fered — my mother joined Spokes 
(the forerunner to Texas Spirits) 
and read the Texan, while I admire 
the Spirits’ energy and write for the 
Texan. Yet much remains the same, 
as we took classes from the same 
professor, played intramural sports 
and enjoyed Greek life. In each in-
stance, we discovered the culture 
and opportunities at the University 
hold similar, with school spirit and 
traditions standing the test of time. 
We’re a part of something larger 
than ourselves.

 But how do we remain a part 
when we graduate?

 On campus, the Texas Exes 
alumni association boosts Univer-
sity pride. The Student Leadership 
Committee, according to President 
Rita Holguin, organizes alumni 
panels, etiquette dinners, network-
ing events and football rallies. 

 Texas Exes’ 149 branches world-
wide award students $1.9 million 
in scholarships each year. 

 “People join to support the Uni-
versity and demonstrate pride as 
part of the Longhorn family,” Stu-
dent Relations Coordinator Kelsey 
Roberts said. “Membership in the 
Texas Exes says you’re proud of 
and you support UT.”

 And yet, most alumni do not 

join Texas Exes. The 100,000 mem-
bers stem from a graduate base of 
nearly 450,000. According to Rob-
erts, most alumni not involved tell 
Texas Exes they merely never got 
around to joining. Others feel the 
price they paid fo tuition was con-
tribution enough to the University.

 With only a year at Texas un-
der my belt, I’m not sure how I’ll 
support and stay connected to the 
University long-term. But I won’t 
just be a Longhorn for four years.

Be it through Texas Exes, athletic 
loyalty or the simple acknowledg-
ment later in life that the Universi-
ty aided our success, it’s important 
to give credit to our alma mater. 

 UT alumni have found a multi-
tude of creative ways to do so. One 
recent anonymous Plan II alum 
began a grant for the Plan II biol-
ogy class to travel to Bastrop State 
Park and the UT Marine Science 
Institute in Port Aransas to enrich 
classroom study.

 Decorated World War II Vet-
eran and business and law alum 
Frank Denius funds the Normandy 
Scholars Program, which provides 
participants an intensive study of 
World War II and subsequent vis-
its to key battle sites.  Denius meets 
with the students each year to re-
count his battle experiences.

 And when The Daily Texan 
faced the prospect of print reduc-
tion last semester, a string of news-
paper alumni emerged to support 
the paper. They offered financial 
contributions, advocacy and even 
expertise — to find a profitable 
business model for the paper, to 
mentor students and to recharge 
the paper that kick-started their 
careers.

Why? Because they, too, got 
their start on the 40 Acres. 

Epstein is a Plan II and journal-
ism sophomore from Dallas. 

How to become a lifelong Longhorn 
When I open that little orange 

app, I rarely see faces. Instead, my 
iPhone is filled with toned stom-
achs and gray boxes. 

I’m talking about Grindr, a so-
cial networking app that, like many 
others, continues to gain popularity 
among college students. 

According to a Grindr represen-
tative, the average number of active 
users in Austin per month exceeds 
10,000. 

Apps like Grindr and Tinder, a 
similar “matchmaking” app,  allow 
users to connect, a term I use loose-
ly, via virtual interface.  Regardless 
of their actual purpose, one ques-
tion is inescapable – why do we 
bond online when we live in such 
a physically interconnected world? 

The core of all these apps is the 
human need to bond with others. 
Each has a different method, but 
the gist is simple – create a profile 
and start “connecting.” On Grindr, 
you can choose to disclose certain 
physical characteristics, and Tin-
der allows you to select five of your 
favorite photos for others to see. 
Chats soon ensue, and hopefully 
lead to something more.

Jarred Wilson, a recent graduate 
of the UT School of Information 
says that when he sends a message 
on Grindr, “It’s sometimes exhila-
rating to get that initial response, 
but it fades quickly.” 

This feeling is true for Tinder us-
ers as well, and it has the character-
istics of another positive emotion 
— self-affirmation. 

Founder and CEO of Grindr Joel 
Smikhai says, “I wanted a more 
spontaneous, exciting and instan-
taneous way to meet guys and to 
help guys meet one another.” (The 
Grindr network is aimed at helping 
men meet other men.) 

According to Smikhai, that rush 
of adrenaline is “what drive[s] the 

appeal of Grindr.” That exciting 
feeling is self-affirmation. When a 
person responds to your message, 
it is like an approval of your profile, 
but that’s the most disconcerting 
fact about these apps. 

A message may signal approval 
of your carefully crafted profile, but 
does it really mean approval of you?

Social networking apps allow us-
ers to create virtual self-represen-
tations. Through photos and char-
acteristics that make up profiles on 
apps like Grindr and Tinder, users 
are able to hide their flaws and por-
tray themselves in what they con-
sider to be the best possible light. 

Weight, height, scars, shyness, 
personality — they all get modified 
or suppressed in these apps. The 
problem is, while this partial iden-
tity may gain a user affirmation, it 
is not affirmation of the self— be-
cause the true self is hardly recog-
nizable. 

Sure, users can express personal-
ity in a chat, but even that dialogue 
lacks the spontaneity Smikhai in-
tended to promote with his appli-
cation. 

Wilson sees false representation 
as an issue that extends beyond 
these apps. “I think that gay men 
changing how they represent them-
selves depending on the situation 
happens in other settings, too,” Wil-
son says. False representation may 
be an issue in the physical realm, 
but it is much easier to accomplish 
online. Self-affirmation should help 
eliminate self-consciousness, but 
when the “self ” is denied in a pro-
file, it only serves to strengthen it. 

Every day, people criticize the 
moral quality of apps like Grindr 
and Tinder. But the problem isn’t 
that they promote “hook-up” cul-
ture. It’s that they disconnect a user 
— especially young college users, 
who are still trying to develop their 
identities — from the true self. 
My advice? If you use the apps, be 
yourself — even if it means fewer 
clicks from potential hook-ups. 

Wilson is a Plan II and history 
major from Canton. Follow Wilson 
@andrewwilson92.

By Jori Epstein
Daily Texan Columnist

By Andrew Wilson
Daily Texan Columnist

COLUMN

By Laura Wright 
Daily Texan Editor-in-Chief

With only a year at 
Texas under my belt, 
I’m not sure how I’ll 
support and stay con-
nected to the University 
long-term. But I won’t 
just be a Longhorn for 
four years.   

GALLERY

COLUMN

Hook-up apps obscure 
students’ true identity

Put up your horns, pick up the Texan 

HORNS UP: Flip-flopping on its earlier decision to withhold aid, 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency declared West, the 
town devastated by a fertilizer plant explosion in April, a disaster 
area on Friday. The money comes as welcome news to a town 
still reeling from a disaster that caused as much as $100 million 
in damage to insured property. We appreciate the president’s and 
FEMA’s recognition of the importance of these funds to the re-
building of West.

HORNS UP, HORNS DOWN

HORNS DOWN: The Governor has called three special sessions 
during the 83rd legislative session, but he has yet to place Tu-
ition Revenue Bonds, the funding mechanisms for campus 
construction projects, on the legislative agenda. We hate to 
keep harping on it, but we have to ask: what gives, Governor? 

JOHN MASSINGILL / Daily Texan Staff 
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Shading students while 
they wait at the crosswalk 
and housing UT’s famed 
albino squirrels are roughly 
4,700 trees on campus with 
different stories to tell — 
and UT is working to docu-
ment and measure every 
last one.

UT’s Facilities Services de-
partment is working on cata-
loging the trees on campus 
this summer to better under-
stand how to care for them, 
often revealing surprising 
and entertaining stories in 
the process. Twenty-five sto-
ries will be documented on-
line, and these 25 will even-
tually make up a walking tree 
tour beginning in the spring  
of 2014.

UT arborist James Carse, 
who is part of the team 
documenting the trees, said 
the trees were last cataloged 
in 2007. Many trees have 
been removed, relocated or 
planted since then, so this 
new effort is focused on 
getting a new picture of tree 
population while also look-
ing at the trees’ histories, 
Carse said.

Some tree history has 
already made it into cam-
pus tours. The Battle Oaks, 
which surround the campus 
statue of Barbara Jordan, 
were said to be the only 
three trees left standing 
on the 40 Acres when the 
area’s oaks were destroyed 
to fortify the Texas Capi-

tol during the Civil War. 
Years later in 1923, Profes-
sor William Battle is said 
to have protected the trees 
from construction, shotgun 
in hand.

Every year, the University 
spends thousands of dollars 
caring for its trees, valued 
at more than $25 million. 
But caring for more than 50 
species of trees is not easy. 
UT employs a special team 
of six to battle ongoing 
campus construction, dam-
age from wild animals and 
the Texas drought.

Some trees relocated and 
brought to campus have 
thrived despite these strug-
gles, including a Himalayan 
deodar cedar planted in front 
of Littlefield House, which is a 
state champion in size. Others 
include a sixth-generation de-
scendent of the apple tree that 
inspired Isaac Newton.

Carse said the benefits 
caused naturally by any of 
the historic or ordinary trees 
can impact students the 
most, but tend go unnoticed.

“We want to protect that 
history, along with every-
thing else they provide for 
us,” Carse said. “They not 
only make the campus look 
nice, but give us shade to 
be outside and benefit us. 
It’s kind of crazy how many 
things impact trees and 
how many ways the trees  
impact us.”

bit.ly/uttrees

Under a new formula for 
the state’s B-On-Time Loan 
program, UT-Austin is esti-
mated to receive $5.4 million 
from the state next year to 
help students — an almost $2 
million increase from 2013 
— while other UT System 
schools are set to see their 
funding decline.

The Texas Legislature 
changed the B-On-Time 
distribution during the 
regular session, and now re-
quires universities to receive 
an amount proportional to 
what they have put into the 
program and restricts the 
program to two- and four-
year universities.

Up until now, universi-
ties such as UT have es-
sentially been donating 
money to other schools, 
said state Rep. Helen Gid-
dings, D-DeSoto, who ad-
vocated strongly for the  
program’s reform. 

UT-Brownsville, which 
received $289,000 for the 
2013-2014 school year, 
is estimated to receive 
$160,000 next year. Also, 
UT-Permian Basin could 
see its funds decrease from 
$236,050 to $182,600, ac-
cording to the Higher Edu-
cation Board.

The Texas Higher Edu-
cation Coordinating Board 
will begin using this for-
mula for overseeing the 
program in the 2014-2015 
school year. Board officials 
repeatedly stated the cur-
rent funding estimates are 
still preliminary.

The B-On-Time Loan  

program has provided fi-
nancial relief to students 
for almost a decade, but 
the schools participating in 
the program have not had 
an equal share of its funds. 
Every year, 5 percent of a 
Texas student’s tuition is 
set aside for the program. 
Students who apply for the 
program are granted a no-
interest loan that is forgiven 
if the student graduates 
within four years with at 
least a 3.0 GPA.

Legislators also ap-
proved rules allowing UT 
to control the amount 
provided by a loan. Previ-
ously, B-On-Time loans 
had to amount to the av-
erage cost of state tuition, 
fees, books and class sup-
plies per student, said 
Thomas Melecki, director 
of UT’s Office of Student  
Financial Services.

Melecki said these new 
rules will allow UT to pro-
vide more loans to stu-
dents and bring significant 
benefits to students in the 
B-On-Time program if 
they fulfill graduation and  
GPA requirements.

“And even if student bor-
rowers do not qualify for 
loan forgiveness of their B-
On-Time loans, the loans 
have a zero percent interest 
rate, so the students repay 
only the amount they bor-
rowed,” Melecki said.

UT-Austin students 
borrow an average of 
$7,400 per year under  
the program.

bit.ly/beontimeloans

X Games to ride into Austin

Transferring unrestricted for Horns

UT loan funds grow 
with program reform

UT traces tree roots 
in campus history

ELISABETH DILLON / Daily Texan file photo
Former Longhorn Connor Brewer relays information to starting quarterback David Ash at the December 2012 Alamo Bowl 
against Oregon State. Brewer is the most recent athlete to transfer unconditionally from Texas.

RICKY LLAMAS / Daily Texan file photo
The University of Texas has roughly 4,700 trees on campus that 
are tended to by a team of six arborists, who help the trees combat 
the drought, construction damages and wild animals like squirrels.

Within the state of Tex-
as, sports are a way of life. 
Home to two MLB teams, 
two NFL teams, three NBA 
teams, NBC’s “Friday Night 
Lights” and a mob of fren-
zied fans, Texas is known for 
its all-American, traditional 
sports culture.

But the decision by ESPN to 
bring the summer X Games, a 
competition featuring events 
including motocross, ral-
lycross, skateboarding and 
BMX, to Austin next May 
has the power to change the 
culture of extreme, alternative 
sports here in Central Texas. It 

also has the power to change 
the perception of Austin. 

“Austin is known as the 
Live Music Capital of the 
World,” said local skater 
Colten Perry, an Austinite 
who was involved with the 
committee organizing Aus-
tin’s bid for the X Games. 
“But we could be known 
for extreme sports as well. I 
think the X Games are going 
to bring more of that here.” 

Austin was chosen last 
month by ESPN to host the 
summer X Games in May 
2014. Austin, which is replac-
ing Los Angeles, was one of 

four finalists. The X Games is 
currently taking place in Los 
Angeles for the last time.

The city’s new Circuit of the 
Americas complex in South 
Austin, which hosts Formula 
1, was heavily involved in 
bringing the X Games to Aus-
tin and will host most of the 
competitions next year. 

“Austin is such a young city, 
such an outdoors city, every-
one enjoys being outside,” 
said Aaron Ross, professional 
BMX rider from Corpus 
Christi. “It makes sense. It’s 
going to open a lot of doors 
and minds for this sport to 

what it is and what it can be.” 
While the announcement 

of the X Games moving to 
Austin resulted in a lot of ex-
citement for local BMX fans, 
business owners might have a 
different reason to be excited.

Just as any national event 
would, the X Games is expect-
ed to bring millions of dollars 
to the city’s economy. Austin, 
already home to events like 
Austin City Limits, South By 
Southwest and Formula 1, 
could profit substantially from 
tourists visiting Austin for the 
weekend event in May 2014.

bit.ly/austinxgames

ERIKA RICH / Daily Texan file photo
Professional BMX rider Aaron Ross, who lives in Austin, has ridden in nine X Games and was a commentator at the BMX 
segment of last summer’s X Games.

In July, redshirt freshman 
Connor Brewer announced 
that he would seek a transfer 
from the Longhorn football 
program after only one sea-
son at Texas. 

The Texas football pro-
gram has had its fair share 
of transfers, but recently 
with increasing restric-
tions by high-profile uni-
versities across the coun-
try, the rules regarding 
transfers have been thrust 
into the spotlight. While 
Texas has an open policy 
for its transferring ath-
letes, imposing no addi-
tional restrictions beyond 
the minimum set by the 
NCAA and Big 12, such is 
not the case for many other 
football programs. 

In May, Oklahoma State 
sophomore Wes Lunt elect-
ed to transfer but was stuck 
with stringent stipulations 
on where he could play 
next, which brought scru-
tiny to what restrictions 
head coaches could place 
on transferring athletes in 
addition to the restrictions 

placed by the NCAA and 
Big 12. 

According to the NCAA, 
for football an athlete must 
sit out for one year before 
being allowed to compete 
at a new institution. In 
the Big 12, an athlete can 
choose to attend another 
conference school, but he 
would lose an additional 
year of eligibility. 

There is no rule, how-
ever, against the initial 
institution placing limita-
tions on which universities 
are eligible for an athlete to 
transfer to, with the team 
generally blocking in-
conference opponents and 
schools that will show up 
on the schedule during the 
player’s career. 

Lunt’s case made national 
headlines after Oklahoma 
State head coach Mike 
Gundy significantly lim-
ited Lunt’s transfer options. 
Gundy barred Lunt from 
transferring to a staggering 
37 schools. 

“If a guy comes in and 
talks to us about, whether 

it’s being unhappy, need-
ing more playing time, 
wanting to get closer to 
home, whatever, it re-
ally doesn’t matter,” Texas 
head coach Mack Brown 
said. “I mean, if they’re 
not happy here, we want 
to help them, and we’ve 
never had a conditional 
release for anybody.” 

Texas has had a record 
of issuing unconditional 
releases to athletes who 
elect to transfer, under 
whatever circumstances, 
for other opportunities. 
Brown has even said he is 
willing to aid transferring 
athletes in their search for 
a new program. Even after 
former Big 12 rival Texas 
A&M left the conference, 
Texas did not place re-
strictions in regards to  

the Aggies. 
“Coach Brown was great,” 

Brewer told ESPN. “He un-
derstood the situation and 
basically said, ‘You’re free to 
go where you want.’” 

The rules that govern 
student-athletes are am-
biguous and a student can-
not do much to change 
an institution’s ruling on 
transfer, Austin sports 
lawyer Pete Reid said. 
As for Texas’ history of 
unconditional releases, 
Reid said he thinks it is a  
good thing.

“Usually there’s a rea-
son that a student needs 
to transfer,” Reid said. “I 
think what Texas does is 
a very good thing, even 
when offering to help  
the students.” 
bit.ly/longhorntransfers

I mean, if they’re not happy here, we 
want to help them, and we’ve never had 
a conditional release for anybody.

—Mack Brown, 
head football coach

WHAT YOU MISSED THIS SUMMER
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Campus Computer Store
Another service of the University of Texas at Austin. 

WELCOME BACK
 STUDENTS!

www.computerstore.utexas.edu
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Computers, Software and Accessories
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Full Computer Service and Repair Available.
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WE'RE HERE FOR YOU! 
Radisson welcomes UT students and their 
families with Back To School savings! Our ideal 
lakeside location is just minutes from campus via 
Trinity Street and offers convenient access to all 
that downtown Austin has to offer. Check out 
our new infinity edge pool and take advantage of 
our Back To School Package which includes:

•  King, Double or King Suite guest room 
accommodations

•  $10 Starbucks® credit (per paid room night)

• In-room high-speed Internet access

• Complimentary overnight self-parking in our 
attached garage

Package is available August 6 – September 30, 
2013, so call for reservations today!

 
Radisson Hotel & Suites Austin – Downtown
111 Cesar Chavez @ Congress 
Austin, TX 78701 • (512) 478-9611 
www.radisson.com/austintx • 1-800-333-3333

UT GETS BACK TO SCHOOL
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WELCOME UT 
CLASS OF 2013!
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Text “Dobie” to 
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Amenities
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★ Full service dining with extended hours  
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While the University has 
announced there will be no 
centrally funded salary in-
creases from the Tower for 
the fifth fiscal year in a row, 
deans are looking at ways 
to raise salaries within their 
own budgets.

In an email sent in July, UT 
President William Powers Jr. 
informed faculty and staff of 
the decision.

“I certainly wish we could 
do more,” Powers wrote. “I’m 
grateful to everyone on the 
campus who contributes to 
the mission of the University 
and proud of the work you 
do each day to advance this 
great institution.”

According to Powers, 
the University is still try-
ing to offset a $92 million 
decrease in state funding 
over the past two years. The 
Texas Legislature increased 

UT’s funding by $25 million 
during the recent legislative 
session, but Powers wrote 
it would not be enough for 
salary increases. 

According to UT spokes-
man Gary Susswein, the 
University has not centrally 
raised salaries since the 
2008-2009 fiscal year when a 
3 percent increase was given. 
Susswein said a targeted sal-
ary increase was given the 
following fiscal year. 

Statewide, the average 
salaries for professors, as-
sociate professors, assistant 
professors and instructors 
has increased, according to 
the Texas Higher Educa-
tion Coordinating Board. 
However, the total number 
of faculty in Texas has de-
creased. For instance, there 
were 13,471 full-time pro-
fessors, associate profes-
sors, assistant professors 
and instructors in Texas in 
FY 2012; there were 13,440 

in FY 2013. 
Faculty Council Chair 

Hillary Hart said the deci-
sion was necessary.

“We do not have the mon-
ey,” Hart said. “Things are 
pretty flat in terms of the 
budget. Those were big cuts 
two years ago. We’re still try-
ing to recover from that.”

However, Hart said the 
Faculty Council is work-
ing with Powers to increase 
funding for research.

“There [are] other kinds of 
benefits other than [a] direct 
salary increase, and we are 
working with the president, 
trying to bring some of those 
about,” Hart said.

Although there will be 
no centrally funded sal-
ary increase, deans and vice 
presidents can raise sala-
ries based on the budgets 
of their respective colleges, 
schools and departments.

“It depends on what’s in 
our budget,” said Roderick 

Hart, dean of the College of 
Communication. “We’re go-
ing to do everything we can 
to at least come up with some 
kind of a raise.”

Jaime Southerland, Col-
lege of Liberal Arts assistant 
dean, said his college has 
helped accommodate its fac-
ulty and staff in its budget 
with salary raises.

“We’ve done this for the 
last four years, so we’ve built 
it into our budget,” Souther-
land said. “So we’re provid-
ing a 2 percent pool for our 
faculty and staff.”

Hart said most faculty 
members understand the 
University’s decision.

“I’m not hearing a lot of 
complaining,” Hart said. 
“What I’m hearing from fac-
ulty is ‘Don’t raise my salary 
at the expense of laying off a 
staff member.’” 

The University’s salary pol-
icy is still subject to approval 
from the UT System Board 
of Regents. The regents will 
meet later in August.

According to Hart, a fu-
ture salary increase would 
require help from the Texas 
Legislature, which will set 
the next state budget in 2015.

“We know what our bud-
get will be for the next two 
years,” Hart said. “Next year 
is not going to be much dif-
ferent from this year. After 
that, who knows.”

UNIVERSITY

By Jacob Kerr
@jacobrkerr

I mean, if they’re not happy here, we 
want to help them, and we’ve never had 
a conditional release for anybody.

—Mack Brown, 
head football coach

Centrally funded salary increases won’t be given from Tower
AVERAGE BUDGETED SALARIES
AT TEXAS PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES
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There [are] other kinds of benefits other 
than [a] direct salary increase, and we 
are working with the president, trying to 
bring some of those about.

—Hillary Hart, 
Faculty Council Chair
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The UT System regents work 
in the background, making 
decisions affecting thousands 
across the state. Under the glare 
of a possible impeachment and 
facing controversy, the regents 
will meet this month and re-
lease two reports that could 
impact school policy. 

Appointed by the governor, 
the UT System regents are state 
officials who oversee all UT 
schools. The regents handle 
contract negotiations between 
the UT System and outside 
bodies, set system policy and 
ultimately decide on items like 
the cost of yearly tuition. Gov. 
Rick Perry has appointed all 
regents currently in office.

Each regent serves a six-
year term before being consid-
ered for reappointment by the 
governor, who also appoints a 
student regent every year.

The regents will review the 
System’s budget at the August 
meeting and hear reports 
from task forces on UT’s 
policies regulating relation-
ships between faculty and 
students, and relationships 
between UT and founda-
tions who contribute money 
to colleges and schools.

The University has had a 
particularly difficult relation-
ship with the regents since 
2011, when some regents 
sought to make significant 
changes to UT’s curriculum. 
Tensions have also been high 
among some students and 

faculty, who claim regent ac-
tions have been too intrusive.  

Recently, state legislators 
accused UT Regent Wallace 
Hall of micromanaging the 
University through the use of 
massive records requests and 
attempting, with other UT 
regents, to remove President 
William Powers Jr. from office.

The Senate Nominations 
Committee heavily ques-
tioned regents seeking ap-
proval for nomination on 
the board’s relationship with 
Powers this May.

State Sen. John Whitmire, 
D-Houston, told the nomi-
nees that he believed the re-
gents were on a “mission” to 
remove Powers.

“I don’t like what I’m hear-
ing, I don’t like what I’ve 
read,” Whitmire said in May. 
“This morning, if I had to 
vote, I’d vote ‘no,’ because I 
don’t want to play any role in 
the replacing of Bill Powers.”

Regent Paul Foster, who 
was up for reappointment, 
told the committee during 
the meeting the board was 
not trying to replace Powers.

“It seems like we spend a lot 
of time talking to make sure that 
the board doesn’t do something 
to fire Bill Powers, and I can tell 
you that is not even on the ra-
dar,” Foster said. “It’s never been 
discussed. The Board doesn’t 
even talk about it. There’s no 
conspiracy effort or hidden 
agenda that I’m aware of.”

On July 29, the House 
Select Committee on Trans-
parency in State Agency  

Operations met to discuss 
the latest proceedings of the 
investigation into Hall.

Committee Co-Chair Dan 
Flynn, R-Canton, said Hall 
would likely be one of the first 
witnesses called to testify when 
they hold public meetings in 
late August or September.

UT senior lecturer Hillary 
Hart, chair of faculty council, 
said many faculty members 
are concerned about changes 
to UT’s conflict of interest 
policy passed in January by 
the regents. The policy re-
quires faculty members to 
disclose compensated activ-
ity and potential conflicts of 
interest or commitment to 
their jobs at the University.

“If you are a faculty mem-
ber at the University, you 
owe the University a chunk 
of your time,” Hart said. “But 
you don’t owe them seven 
days a week, 24 hours a day.”

Andrew Clark, president of 
the Senate of College Councils, 
said he would support Hall’s 
impeachment. If impeached, 
Hall would be the first state ap-
pointee to face such action in 
the state’s history.

“I’d be happy to see Regent 
Hall impeached at some point 
because his actions have been 
disruptive to the campus,” 
Clark said. “I also say that 
hoping the dialogue can be 
reopened and that construc-
tive things can happen. That 
should be the focus: return-
ing to a productive, working 
environment for both the 
System and the campus.”

SYSTEM

Gene Powell, Chairman of the UT Board of Regents

Term expires in February 2015
A nonvoting ex officio member of all  
committees
Real Estate Developer and Technology  
Entrepreneur

Nash Horne, UT Student Regent

Term expires in May 2014
A nonvoting ex officio member of all  
committees
SG University-Wide Representative
Political Communications Senior

Wallace Hall, Regent

Term expires in February 2017
Serves on the Academic Affairs Commit-
tee; the Audit, Compliance, and Manage-
ment Review Committee; the Finance and 
Planning Committee; the Health Affairs 
Committee
Founder and President of Wetland Partners

Paul L. Foster, Vice Chairman of the UT Board of Regents

Term expires in February 2019.
Serves on the Academic Affairs Commit-
tee; the Audit, Compliance, and Manage-
ment Review Committee; the Finance and 
Planning Committee and the Health Affairs 
Committee.
Executive Chairman of Western Refining, Inc.

By Jacob Kerr
@jacobrkerr

Regents to update UT policy 
during upcoming meetings

President William Powers 
Jr. named Greg Fenves the 
University provost Thurs-
day. Fenves was the dean of 
the Cockrell School of En-
gineering, and this is what 
he’ll be expected to do in his 
new position. 

The provost is supposed 
to make sure the concerns 
and goals of deans, depart-
ment chairs, faculty and 
staff reach Powers, and that 
information from Powers 
gets back to them.

The provost is also to 
put into action recom-
mendations on how to 
improve the University 
academically. The provost 
receives reports from the 
Commission of 125 that 
includes many former UT 
System Regents. Recom-
mendations have included 
a focus to develop a new 
undergraduate core cur-
riculum and to establish 
a more demanding stan-
dard for leadership of aca-
demic departments and  
research centers.

Fenves is replacing Steven 
Leslie, who was provost for 
six years. Leslie has said he 

wants to return to teaching. 
During his term the respon-
sibilities were expanded to 

not only oversee academics 
but also financial aid and. 
the registrar.

Dean Fenves named UT provost, 
Steven Leslie to return to teaching

COURTESY OF MARSHA MILLER
Gregory Fenves, dean of the Cockrell School of Engineering, 
was appointed University provost in early August. 

By Christine Ayala
@christine_ayala

Ricky Llamas / Daily Texan Staff
Michael Foux from the Austin Reptile Shows booth shows off his ball python during a  
demonstration at the Austin Pet Expo on Saturday afternoon.

FRAMES | FEAtuREd photo 

UNIVERSITY
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HOUSING RENTAL

360 Furn. Apts.
ROOM FOR RENT-- furnished, 
private bath, full kitchen privi-
leges, nice Onion Creek home, 
females only. $500/month. 512-
415-5890 

370 Unf. Apts.

NOW PRE-LEAS-
ING IN HYDE PARK
Located at 600 E. 53rd, The Elms 
has 1, 2 & 3 bedroom apart-
ments available for Summer or 
Fall move-in! This 2-story apart-
ment community includes a 
swimming pool, BBQ area, and 
on-site laundry.

 
July Pricing:

 
1 BR/1 BA: $850

 
2 BR/1 BA: $1,150

 
2 BR/2 BA: $1,250

 
3 BR/1 BA: $1,500

 
Call: 512-222-5332 or email: 
elms@512realty.com

420 Unf. Houses

4BED/2BATH 
HOUSE

Large bedrooms, wood floors, 
great location off of 45th/
Mopac, Refrig. Washer/Dryer, 
Ready 4 Aug., pets ok, $2650/mo 
512-452-7755

3 BED, 2 BATH FOR RENT Spa-
cious 3/2 huge kitchen, den with 
fireplace. Huge back yard with 
wooden deck. Great neighbor-
hood, close to everything. Avail 
Aug 15. $1500 mo + deposit. 512-
496-8615. 

440 Roommates
MALE ROOMMATE NEEDED for 
2 bedroom apt. at the Blockñ 
WEST CAMPUS. 

Will pay application fee.

Rent $845 

Go to their website theblockon-
campus.com to look at property 
or contact me at letydlt@gmail.
com 

TERRYTOWN APT 
Furnished, utilities and internet 
included, 2 bedroom condo at 
Enfield/Exposition, 11 min. bus 
ride to UT. 700$/month.
Contact: foreshitt@gmail.com 

SERVICES

619 Resume
AFFORDABLE RESUME EDI-
TOR Professional, experienced 
resume editor/proofreader. 
Reasonable rates. Email re-
sumeaustin@aol.com today to 
get started. 

EMPLOYMENT

790 Part Time
BARTENDING! $300/DAY PO-
TENTIAL

No experience necessary. Train-
ing available. Age 18+. 800-965-
6520 ext. 113 

COMPUTER ASSISTANT 
NEEDED Photos, email. 2 hrs/
week - flexible. 10 Minutes from 
campus. $14/hr. Resumes to 
frandle@austin.rr.com. 512-477-
9090 

PART-TIME MARKET RESEARCH 
POSITION--

Outgoing? We need you for im-
mediate market research inter-
views on or around your cam-
pus. Work on your own time and 
independently. Respond now. 
You snooze... well, you know. 
Good job now = more projects 
throughout the year.

Reply to: Thrive.insights@
gmail.com with Market Re-
search in Subject Line for more 
information 

HALF TIME SECRETARY Psy-
chologist’s Office. 38th & La-
mar. M-F. Hours flexible to 
match your schedule. Billing, 
scheduling. Include ACT, SAT, or 
GRE. $11/hr 

RADIO/TV MAJORS to do inter-
views for family video life inter-
view. Must have transportation. 
$50/hr. 512-415-3679 

FUN JOB, GREAT 
PAY!

Mad Science needs animated 
instructors to conduct enter-
taining hands-on, after-school 
programs and/or children’s 
birthday parties in Austin area 
schools. Must have dependable 
car, be available after 1:00pm at 
least two weekdays, and prior 
experience working with groups 
of elementary age children. We 
provide the training and equip-
ment. If you enjoy working with 
children and are looking to work 
only a few hours per week, this 
is the job for you! Pay: $25 - $35 
per 1 hr. class. Call 892-1143 or 
website at www.austin.mad-
science.com

791 Nanny Wanted
AFTERNOON NANNY Nanny 
needed 3 to 6 MWF. Central loc, 
2 girls (6 &10). Good driving re-
cord, experience required. gjk-
phall@yahoo.com. 

PART-TIME NANNY Two boys, 
ages 2 & 6. M-F, 2-5:30 pm start-
ing 9/3. Must have child care ex-
perience, reliable transportation 
and pass background check. 
Email: beth.t.hernandez@gmail.
com 

800 General Help Wanted
THESIS HELP-- Web research-
er gathers info, all you do is 
write-student rates! www(dot)
copyresearcher(dot)net 

875 Medical Study
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After being accepted to UT’s 
McCombs School of Business, 
Saleha Ali and her parents had 
a tough decision to make. Ali 
could attend UT while paying 
the high cost of living in West 
Campus or go to college close 
to home in Dallas.

Ali’s father Muntaqa Syed, 
who wanted his daughter to 
live close to campus, said 
living in West Campus was 
almost more than the cost of 
sending his child to UT.

“It puts a burden on par-
ents,” Syed said. “The ex-
pense is much higher than 
what I would expect for a 
state school and it mainly has 
to do with the cost of living 
in West Campus.”

Characterized by its prox-
imity to the UT campus and 
many conveniences, West 
Campus is one of the most 
popular — and expensive — 
living areas for UT students. 
According to Multiple List-
ing Service, a professional 
rent listing used by West 
Campus realtors, rent in the 
area has increased by about 
15 percent since 2008.

At least three new apart-
ment complexes will have 
their grand opening this 
year, including 2400 Nuec-
es, Callaway House and 21 
Pearl. West Campus has also 
caught the eye of some out-
of-state and international in-
vestors, which increases the 
value of land.

The popularity of West 
Campus is driving up prices 
at older apartment complex-
es in the area, leading some 
UT students to share rooms 
or leave the neighborhood 
entirely. Apartments are also 
being leased quicker, forc-
ing current and prospective 
students to make a housing 
decision or lose a space. 

Rent for recently built 
apartments in West Campus 
averages $1,250 a month for 
one-bedroom apartments 
and $850 per bedroom a 

month for two bedroom 
apartments, according to the 
listing service.

Officials expect a total of 
2,484 additional bedrooms 
to be completed in West 
Campus this year. There have 
been more than 6,100 bed-
rooms added in West Cam-
pus since 2004, according to 
the West Campus Neighbor-
hood Association.

Deacon Shields, a UT 
alumnus and the princi-
pal broker and owner of 
Ely Properties in Austin, 
owns about 2,000 units in  
West Campus. 

Shields said how quickly 
apartments are leased plays 
a big role in how they are 
priced. Shields said the rent 

at some West Campus prop-
erties increases 10 to 15 per-
cent a year while others stay 
the same. 

Petroleum engineering se-
nior Zeff Gibran has been liv-
ing in West Campus for three 
years. After experiencing 
multiple difficulties at differ-
ent apartment complexes in 
West Campus, Gibran will be 
moving to a new apartment 
complex for the third time in 
the fall to find a lower rent of 
$475 a month by living with 
five roommates.

Gibran first lived in 21 
Rio, an apartment complex 
located at the intersection of 
21st and Rio Grande streets. 
A 1,405 square-foot, three-
bedroom apartment at 21 

Rio currently goes for $2,985.
After struggling with re-

peated power outages, water 
failures and what he said was 
lax security at 21 Rio, Gibran 
and his roommates moved to 
the Quarters Sterling, which 
he said was less costly. The 
five roommates paid $500 a 
month each for a three-bed-
room apartment. 

Currently, rent for a three-
bedroom apartment at Quar-
ters Sterling is $915 per room, 
according to West Campus 
Living, a listing service.

Even though Gibran is us-
ing his financial aid money 
to pay for his rent, Gibran 
said he is mindful that his 
parents will have to pay back 
his debts.

“I am still trying to watch 
my money to make sure that 
I don’t spend too much,”  
Gibran said.

Gibran and his room-
mates are not alone in their 
attempts to cut costs. In re-
sponse to increasing rents, 
many students will share 
a bedroom with a friend, 
said Alex Ray, a realtor and 
broker associate at West 
Campus Living.

“The influx of new prop-
erties has inspired many of 
the older properties to reno-
vate and upgrade to ‘keep 
up with the Joneses,’” Ray 
said. “The new construc-
tion properties, which are 
the ‘Joneses,’ definitely have 
higher than average rents 

and are setting a new bar for 
luxury student living.” 

There is a possibility, how-
ever, that the sudden comple-
tion of multiple new proper-
ties could depress rental costs 
in the near future, Ray said.

Syed compared Austin 
to New York in terms of its 
rental trends and rising cost 
of living. 

“The whole environment 
they’re creating is more 
like New York where you’re 
charged for every little 
thing,” Syed said. “As soon 
as you start having to weigh 
more people in smaller areas 
and everybody wants to be 
in the same place, the trends 
start shaping into an overall 
high cost of living.”

HOUSING

West Campus, living costs grow

RICKY LLAMAS / Daily Texan Staff 
Kiefer Shenk, a junior in business honors and marketing, sits in a moving van in West Campus on Saturday afternoon. The popularity of living in West Campus 
is causing aparments in the area to be leased very quickly and increase in rent prices.

By Rabeea Tahir
@rabeeatahir2
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Visit us at IKEA Round Rock, show your school I.D. and receive a scratch 
off card worth a prize* that could be as high as a $100 IKEA gift card.

*Must be 18 to be eligible. Limit 1 per customer. While supplies last.

Delivery Service

Starting at $59
Price is based on zip code

Getting your stuff home 

couldn’t be easier.
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Summer Scratch Off Madness!

Redeem this coupon for a

Dessert
with Purchase of
Fountain Drink, Soup OR Salad AND Hot Entrée.
One dessert (up to $2.99) with purchase of fountain drink, soup or salad and hot entrée. 
Valid at IKEA Round Rock Restaurant only. See store for details. Valid until 9/15/2013

FREE

Follow us on Twitter: @IKEA_ROUND_ROCK

The Life Improvement Store
TM

®

SNILLE swivel chair
Assorted colors, height adjustable

$2499
/ea

*Requires assembly

Daily Texan Ad_BTC 2013_Scratch 10x10.indd   1 7/16/13   8:30 AM
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Somewhere in the middle of the clouds up high, over the waves out at 
sea, on the tracks or on the asphalt far down the street, it finally hits 
the traveler that they are not home anymore; that they are alone on a 
journey to the strange and the new and the unknown which will soon 
become known but for now rests, still a mystery. For what is travel if 
not a discovery, a growth, a pondering? Somewhere deep in the sands 
of Egypt, out in the fog of the mountains in Ireland, amidst the green 
and the yellow hills of Africa and the shirts and the bandannas of 
Spain and the lights and the cafés of Paris there lies a secret about 
ourselves that we are anxious to uncover. For what does it matter if 
we study abroad if we are also living abroad? We are not designed to 
stand still. Moving is living. So we go.

—Jorge Corona
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(1) UT students studying 
abroad in Botswana meet 
Sirga, a lion raised at the Mo-
disa Wildlife Project.
MARIA ARELLAGA / Daily Texan Staff
(2) Teams from around Cata-
lonia gather to build castells, 
human towers, at Plaza de San 
Juame in Barcelona, Spain. 
CHELSEA PURGAHN / Daily Texan Staff
(3) Daily Texan photographer 
Marshall Nolen sits atop 
Table Mountain in Cape Town, 
South Africa. Nolen attended 
the Botswana study abroad 
program with Professor Thoralf 
Meyer from the department of 
Environmental Science.
MARSHALL NOLEN / Daily Texan Staff
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Bailey Webster
The Longhorns volleyball team is looking to 

defend their national title from 2012. The Long-
horns feature the No.5-ranked incoming fresh-
man class in the nation, and return 11 letter win-
ners and five of their six starters.

One of them is Bailey Webster, the top-ranked 
prospect from the class of 2009, and she will be 
returning for her senior season at Texas.

The outside hitter was monumental in the 
Longhorns’ national title in 2012. Webster was 
named the 2012 NCAA Women’s Volleyball 
Tournament’s Most Outstanding Player, and 
if the Longhorns are successful in their repeat 
tour, look for Webster to be leading the way.

— Diego Contreras

Meghan Houston 
Sophomore diver Meghan Houston, had suc-

cess following her freshman year that shows her 
potential to make an impact for the Texas diving 
team this season.

In May, Houston teamed with University of 
Georgia diver Laura Ryan for the three-meter 
synchronized diving event at the 2013 Canada 
Cup, finishing sixth. The duo also placed sev-
enth in the USA Diving Grand Prix. As part of 
placing second in the USA World Diving trials, 

Houston and Ryan qualified for the World Uni-
versity Games in July, where they took home the 
bronze medal.

— Brittany Lamas

Pilar Victoria Lopez
Incoming volleyball freshman Pilar Victoria Lo-

pez is coming off a summer captaining the Puerto 
Rican U20 national team and will join the reigning 
national champions this fall as an outside hitter.

“She is a very smooth player that has the 
complete game. She has played at a very high 
level and her experience can help this team 
in 2013 and beyond,” said coach Jerritt Elliott 
when she signed with the Longhorns. 

Lopez played for both the Junior National 
Team and Adult National team in Puerto 
Rico and was named the country’s top vol-
leyball prospect in 2012.

— Brittany Lamas
Abby Smith 

As a freshman last year, 
Abby Smith was named All-

Big 12 Second Team and was 
named to the Big 12 All-New-

comer team. Smith, who had the 
large task of replacing Alexa Gaul 

as goalkeeper, finished with five regular-season 
shutouts, good for second in Texas history for a 
freshman. In the post-season, Smith posted two 
more shutouts, tying the rookie record at Texas. 

At the start of the season, Smith missed the 
Longhorns’ first few games because she was 
playing with the U.S. U-20 World Cup Team. 
With experience under her belt, Smith will be 
crucial for the Longhorns. 

— Sara Beth Purdy

Jonathan Holmes
As the only player left from Texas’ 2011 re-

cruiting class and the team’s only upperclassman, 
Jonathan Holmes has shown loyalty to the pro-
gram and will be asked to step up as the team’s 
leader. In 2012-2013, Holmes was one of the 
sole bright spots for a bad Texas team. He hit a 
buzzer-beating three-pointer to send the first 
meeting against West Virginia into overtime 
and was piecing together a productive season 
until a broken hand at Oklahoma forced him to 
miss five games. He struggled in all 11 contests 
after returning, but should be healed and ready 
to help carry the offense come November.

— Drew Lieberman

Ioannis Papapetrou
After losing point guard Myck Kobongo to 

the NBA Draft and swingman Sheldon Mc-
Clellan due to a transfer, the Longhorns will 
be looking for someone to fill the scoring 
void left behind.

Ioannis Papapetrou may be the candidate.
Papapetrou spent the last month of the 

summer playing for the Under-20 Greek na-
tional team, and led the team in scoring. He 
showed flashes in 2012, and if the Long-
horns hope to move forward after a 
shaky season, Papapetrou will 
need to have a big year. 

 — Diego Contreras

The Longhorns plan to 
pick up right where they 
left off last December. 
Texas brought home the 
program’s second national 
title after sweeping Oregon 
in Kentucky last fall and are 
seeking back-to-back titles 
this season.

All but one starter, for-

mer Longhorn Sha’Dare 
McNeal, will be returning 
to Gregory Gym when the 
season starts at the end 
of August. Senior Bailey 
Webster and junior Haley 
Eckerman are returning 
after strong performances 
last fall. Both were on the 
short list for National Play-
er of the Year last year and 
led the team in kills and  
hitting percentage.

Khat Bell, who was 
named Defensive Player of 
the Year by COBRA Maga-
zine for 2012, will also be 
returning. Eckerman was 
COBRA’s National Player 
of the Year and, along with 
Webster, was Volleyball 
Magazine’s Co-Player of the 
Year. Sophomore Molly Mc-
Cage, the top-ranked fresh-
man by Prep Volleyball 
last year, will be returning. 

McCage led the Longhorn 
starters last year with a .398 
hitting percentage. 

The Longhorns’ solid re-
cruiting class will provide 
additional depth for the 
Longhorns during their na-
tional title run. Setter Chloe 
Collins enrolled early at 
Texas and got some experi-
ence this past spring with the 

As controversial as his 
offseason was, once the 
college football season 
kicks off, Johnny Man-
ziel promises to be just  
as exciting. 

And those on the 40 
Acres should learn to 
appreciate him for the 
incredibly talented and 
wondrously entertaining 
player he is. 

We heard Manziel, 20, 
reference his age repeat-
edly while addressing 
questions about his re-
cent exploits. But that’s 
no excuse for oversleep-
ing and failing to fulfill 
his duties at the Manning 
Camp last month, even 
if he was “dehydrated.” 
It’s no excuse for getting 
into a fight that almost 
derailed his career, even 
if he was sticking up for 
a friend. It’s no excuse for 
tweeting about how much 
you can’t wait to leave 
College Station, even if 
you were provoked. 

And it’s certainly no 

excuse to be treated 
the way he was when 
Manziel paid a visit to  
Austin recently. 

Manziel was kicked 
out of a frat party one 
night, ridiculed and had 
beer thrown his direc-
tion on his way out. He 
was spotted at a party the 
following morning in a 
Tim Tebow jersey, throw-
ing the Internet into a  
collective tailspin. 

When you see Johnny 
Football eluding defend-
ers in seemingly impos-
sible ways and hitting 
receivers in stride down-
field, don’t shake your 
head. Those at the frat 
party who gave Manziel 
the boot offer a poor ex-
ample of how to approach 
such moments. 

Instead, remember 
that Manziel cheered the 
Longhorns on as a child. 
He would’ve played in 
the Longhorns’ second-
ary rather than be a quar-
terback at Texas A&M 
— if given the choice. 
Texas never offered.  

Six Horns to watch this season

VOLLEYBALL

By Christian Corona
Daily Texan Columnist 

FOOTBALL

Texas to pick up where it left off in 2012

Despite the negatives, 
leave Manziel alone

By Sara Beth Purdy
@sara0beth

Meghan Houston
Sophomore

The Texas Sports staff sat down and compiled a list of six Longhorns to watch this season. One freshman, 
three sophomores, a junior and a senior made the cut of some of the Texas athletes who are each expected 
to make an impact on the field or in the pool. 

Bailey Webster
Outside Hitter

Pilar Victoria Lopez
Outside Hitter

Ioannis Papapetrou
Forward

ELISABETH DILLON
Daily Texan file photo

Senior Bailey 
Webster spikes 
the ball against 
Big 12 rival Texas 
Tech last season. 
The Longhorns 
are looking to 
repeat as na-
tional champions 
this season. 
They begin their 
season in Hawaii 
before hosting 
Penn State in 
the Longhorns’ 
home opener in 
September. The 
Longhorns are 
returning all but 
one starter. 

MANZIEL page 13REPEAT page 12

Abby Smith
Goal keeper

Jonathan Holmes
Forward
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RecSports

Discover Victory @ Gregory Gym for all 
your fitness gear. Located in the GRE 
lobby and operated by Luke’s Locker. 

utrecsports.org FUN STARTS HERE
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN  //  DIVISION OF RECREATIONAL SPORTS

8/23 Welcome!  
All students enrolled for fall can access 
RecSports facilities beginning today.

8/27 Sleep in! 
All RecSports facilities will open late 
(11:30am) due to annual staff training.

8/28 Team up! 
Intramural Sports entries now open.

8/28 Get moving! 
TeXercise, Group Cycling, Aqua and PRC 
classes begin.

8/28 Hurry! 
Rent a student locker before they’re all 
claimed!

8/28 – 9/3 Free!  Try Before You Buy  
Enjoy free access to the Climbing Wall at 
Gregory Gym and all TeXercise/Cycling/
Aqua/PRC classes. For currently enrolled 
UT students and RecSports members.

9/2 Relax! Labor Day Holiday
Reduced facility hours are in effect. 
Check online for hours.

9/4 Save the Date! Party on the Plaza 
10am–5pm, GRE Plaza  
Free! Everyone invited. Games, food 
& prizes.  Student organization fair.  
Scholarship Shootout.

E A R LY  F A L L  P R E V I E W

(512) 472-5461
2100 San Antonio Street

(one block west of Dobie)

Lutheran Campus Ministry
Student-Centered, Open, Affi rming

Sunday Worship — 7:00 p.m.
Beginning August 22nd

Pizza and Ice Cream — 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Wednesday Suppers — 6:00 p.m.
Welcome to UT Fajita Dinner August 25th

Campus Pastor — Paul Collinson-Streng

www.lcmut.org, lcmut@sbcglobal.net

web: www.lcmaustin.org
email: lcm.utaustin@gmail.com

Facebook: “Lutheran Campus Ministry Austin”

Friends. Service. Study. Affirming-RIC.
University Lutheran Student Center

Lutheran Campus Ministry
By Grace, through Faith, in Christ

Wednesday Suppers - 7:00 p.m.
Welcome to UT Fajita Dinner August 28th

Sunday Worship - 7:00 p.m.
Beginning August 25th
8/25 Pizza and Ice Cream - 8:00 p.m.

Campus Pastor - Paul Collinson-Streng

512.809.8916
CongressKayaks.com

74 Trinity Street
Austin, TX 78701

Congress Avenue  
Kayaks Is Open!
Congress Avenue  
Kayaks Is Open!

Downtown Austin’s newest kayak 
and SUP rental on the water, by 

the hour or half day, for beginners 
and the experienced.

Waller Creek Boathouse
Below the Four Seasons Hotel
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The Longhorn Network 
is still only carried by a few 
carriers and it may be diffi-
cult to catch the Longhorns 
when they are on the road. If 
you find yourself looking for 
a place to catch your favor-
ite team when they are away, 
try a few of these places 
within easy walking distance  
of campus: 

Pluckers    
2222 Rio Grande St.

Pluckers is the obvious 
choice. They carry most, if 
not all, local sports channels 
and will have the Longhorn 
away games on almost all of 
their many televisions. How-
ever, their wings are popu-
lar and you will have to get 
there early to get a seat for 
the game. 

Posse East 
2900 Duval St.

Texas Volleyball vs. Penn 
State Saturday, Sept. 7, 
2013 (Home) 

After opening the season 
with three games in Ha-
waii, the defending Nation-
al Champion Longhorns 
have their home opener at 
Gregory Gym against their 
recent rival, the Penn State 
Nittany Lions. 

Why this game is a  
must-see? 

Longhorn fans will re-
member Dec. 19, 2009 as 
the day the Horns were 
poised to win the National 
Championship over the 
Nittany Lions leading 2-0, 
but Penn State won three 
straight en route to their 
102nd consecutive match 
victory and third straight 
title. The teams met in 
University Park last season 
where Penn State swept 
Texas 3-0, but Texas got the 
last laugh in Louisville, Ky. 
winning the national title 
while Penn State lost to Or-
egon in the semifinals. This 
is the biggest non-football 
game in the fall.

— Drew Lieberman

Texas Volleyball vs. Nebras-
ka Sunday, September 22, 
2013 (Home)

Two Division 1 power-
houses will go toe-to-toe 
on an early Sunday after-
noon in September. Both 
Texas and Nebraska will 
be making pushes toward 
a national championship, 
and this game comes early 
in the season.

Why is this game a  
must-see?

The Cornhuskers left 
the Big 12 to join the Big 
Ten in 2010, and the two 
schools haven’t faced each 
other since. They have a 
bit of history outside of 
being ex-conference ri-
vals as well; Texas beat 
Nebraska in the NCAA 

Tournament’s Regional 
Final in 2009. There will 
be bad blood, great volley-
ball and no reason to not 
be able to make a Sunday  
afternoon match. 

— Diego Contreras

Texas Women’s Soccer vs. 
TCU Friday, Sept. 27th, 
2013 (Home) 

The Longhorns will open 
their Big 12 conference 
schedule at home against 
TCU in late September.

Why this game is a  
must-see? 

The Longhorns fin-

ished their Big 12 confer-
ence season last fall with 
a 4-4 record. In addition, 
Texas dropped its contest 
against TCU 0-1 last Oc-
tober. A win against TCU 
to start the conference sea-
son would help propel the 
Longhorns through Big 12 
play against quality teams. 

— Sara Beth Purdy

Texas Volleyball vs. Oklaho-
ma Saturday, Sept. 28, 2013 
(Home)

A few weeks before the 
Sooners and Longhorns 
meet at the Cotton Bowl, 

the two rivals will square 
off at Gregory Gymnasium. 
The Longhorns are defend-
ing their National Title 
from 2012, while the Soon-
ers look to bounce back af-
ter a few down years.

Why is this game a must-
see?

You can never go wrong 
with a rivalry, especially one 
with the magnitude of Okla-
homa and Texas. The Long-
horns have had a slew of suc-
cessful seasons, and in their 
pursuit of a repeat, they will 
put on many great showings 
that will please the home 
crowd. Most importantly, 
this game will be played on 
a Saturday in which Texas 
football has a bye week. So 
there are not as many excus-
es to miss this one.

— Diego Contreras

Texas Women’s Basketball 
vs. Texas A&M Friday, Nov. 
29, 2013 (Home)

The two biggest univer-
sities in Texas and long-
time rivals meet each other 
on the hardwood after the 
Aggies split from the Big 12 
for the SEC.

Why this game is a  
must-see?

This may be the most 
obvious game on the list, 
but with reason. Since the 
Aggies split for the SEC, 
the two schools have had 
trouble scheduling non-
conference games, so this 
will be one of the few times 
fans get to watch the sto-
ried rivalry. The game is 
on a Friday night as well, 
so there’s plenty of rea-
son for the Texas-faithful 
to get rowdy and go cheer  
against A&M.

— Diego Contreras

Texas Men’s Basketball vs. 
North Carolina Wednesday, 
Dec. 18th, 2013 (Away) 

There weren’t many high-
lights for the Longhorns last 
season, but their best game 
of the year occurred against 
a struggling Tar Heels 
squad. The Longhorns led 
the whole way despite Myck 
Kabongo’s suspension.

Why this game is a  
must-see? 

The Tar Heels cut it close 
but Texas pulled away 85-
67 with Jonathan Holmes 
putting up the exclamation 
point. Now the Longhorns 
go to Chapel Hill in a season 
expected to land another 
CBI bid, but they would 
generate buzz and pick up a 
quality win if they pull it off. 

— Drew Lieberman

Must-watch non-football games of the fall season
GAMES TO WATCH

RYAN EDWARDS / Daily Texan file photo
Senior Chassidy Fussell shoots against Texas A&M in March 2012. The two in-state rivals will face-off in women’s basketball in November for the first time 
since Texas A&M left the Big 12 for the SEC conference after the 2011-2012 season. 

REPEAT
continues from page 11

By Sara Beth Purdy
@sara0beth
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Longhorns. Collins and mid-
dle blocker Chiaka Ogbogu 
were both Under Armour 
High School All-Americans. 
Pilar Victoria Lopez comes 
to Texas from Puerto Rico 
after serving as team captain 
for the Junior National Team 
in Puerto Rico.

The squad was busy this 
summer touring Europe. 
They trained against na-
tional teams, learning how 
to play on the road in unfa-
miliar atmospheres. 

“Home court advantage was 
huge for us,” Eckerman said. 

The Longhorns were able 
to host both the regional 
and super regional dur-
ing last season’s post sea-
son. This year, they have a 
chance to host the regional 
but will have to travel to a 
pre-selected site for the su-
per regional. 

“It’s why we [went] on this 
Europe trip,” Eckerman said. 
“To prepare and get used to 
being on the road, to learn 
how to be comfortable in 
uncomfortable situations.” 

The Longhorns will have 
a difficult non-conference 
schedule highlighted by the 
NIKE Volleyball Big Four 
Classic which they will host 
in Austin in September. 
They will face Penn State 
and Stanford in the Big 
Four Classic. Last season, 
the Longhorns were swept 
on the road by Penn State. 

Texas will face Nebraska 
at home before starting 
their conference schedule 
on the road against TCU. 
The Longhorns’ Big 12 
home season opener will 
be against Oklahoma at the 
end of September. 

“We have a tough pre-
season and we need that,” 
Eckerman said. “We need to 
be challenged in the begin-
ning to get the kinks out.” 
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St. Elias 
Orthodox Church 
408 E. 11

th
 Street • 512.476.2314 

 

www.sainteliaschurch.org 
email: steliasaustin@sbcglobal.net 

 

Wednesday & Saturday 

Vespers at 6:00 PM 
 

Sunday 

Divine Liturgies at 8:30 &10:30 AM 

All Services in English! 
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The Longhorn Network 
is still only carried by a few 
carriers and it may be diffi-
cult to catch the Longhorns 
when they are on the road. If 
you find yourself looking for 
a place to catch your favor-
ite team when they are away, 
try a few of these places 
within easy walking distance  
of campus: 

Pluckers    
2222 Rio Grande St.

Pluckers is the obvious 
choice. They carry most, if 
not all, local sports channels 
and will have the Longhorn 
away games on almost all of 
their many televisions. How-
ever, their wings are popu-
lar and you will have to get 
there early to get a seat for 
the game. 

Posse East 
2900 Duval St.

Posse is a small “hole-in-
the wall” place to watch the 
game. The bar has been active 
since 1971 and is dedicated 
to supporting Longhorn 
sports. They roll out extra 
tables for Longhorn games, 
but most of their seating  
is outside. 

Crown & Anchor 
2911 San Jacinto Blvd.
Crown & Anchor is a hid-
den pub located behind the 
engineering complex and 
down the street from Posse 
East. They have a large seat-
ing area, both inside and 
out, and will be showing 
the Longhorn Network in 
the fall. There is other stuff 
to do while the game is at 
commercial, including a 
pool table and classic video 
games, but they only have  
five televisions. 

Austin Players
300 W MLK Jr. St.

Players has been right on 

the edge of campus since 
1981 and has a large big 
screen television in the in-
side dining area that is per-
fect for watching games. 
However, they have limited 
seating and rumors circulate 
every year about Texas clos-
ing Players to make way for a  
parking garage. 

Double Daves
3000 Duval St.

Double Daves has cheap 
pizza rolls and free TV. 
They also have both in-
door and outdoor seating, 
each with several televi-
sions. Unfortunately, their 
website boasts an Aggie 
Bloodline within their 
franchise owners; howev-
er, their pizza is still good 
and the campus location 
is entirely supportive of  
the Longhorns. 

Cain & Abels
2313 Rio Grande St.

Lots of televisions and 

beer in the heart of West 
Campus. The fan-friendly 
atmosphere is very popular 
with fraternities and is good 
if you are a die-hard sports 
fan, but it is usually standing 
room only. 

Cuatros 
1004 24th St. 

Cuatros probably has one 
of the biggest screens on 
which to catch the game, but 
there aren’t very many televi-
sions in total. Plus it is a bit 
pricey, but has good food. 

Dirty Martins 
2808 Guadelupe St.

Dirty Martins is home to 
one of the best burgers in 
Austin and true Longhorn 
sports culture. The place has 
been serving the 40 Acres 
since 1926 and is a good, 
low-key place to watch the 
game with life-time fans. 
Unfortunately it is a small 
establishment with limited 
parking. 

Soccer: 
Mike A. Myers Track & 
Soccer Stadium
$5-$7 without LASP

Volleyball: 
Gregory Gym 
$6-$8 without LASP

Where to catch the Longhorns at home

— Diego Contreras

Texas Men’s Basketball vs. 
North Carolina Wednesday, 
Dec. 18th, 2013 (Away) 

There weren’t many high-
lights for the Longhorns last 
season, but their best game 
of the year occurred against 
a struggling Tar Heels 
squad. The Longhorns led 
the whole way despite Myck 
Kabongo’s suspension.

Why this game is a  
must-see? 

The Tar Heels cut it close 
but Texas pulled away 85-
67 with Jonathan Holmes 
putting up the exclamation 
point. Now the Longhorns 
go to Chapel Hill in a season 
expected to land another 
CBI bid, but they would 
generate buzz and pick up a 
quality win if they pull it off. 

— Drew Lieberman

Longhorn Network-friendly restaurants 
invite students to catch Texas road games

ZACHARY STRAIN / Daily Texan file photo
Cuatros is one of many restaurants/bars that is within walking distance from the 40 Acres that airs the Longhorn Network. 
Students can catch the Longhorns here whenever they go on the road. 

By Sara Beth Purdy
@sara0beth

TONY GUTIERREZ / Associated Press
Texas A&M quarterback Johnny Manziel has been in the 
national spotlight this offseason, for the good and the bad.
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MANZIEL
continues from page 11

Ironically, Longhorns’ de-
fensive backs coach Duane 
Akina was reportedly the 
only one on the coaching 
staff who thought they 
should give him a shot  
at quarterback.

And this is the hospital-
ity he’s shown? 

He wasn’t here to party 
so much as he was here 
to see his friends on the 
Texas football team, Miles 
Onyegbule, Malcolm 
Brown, Tyrone Swoopes 
and M.J. McFarland, 
among them.

“Good seein y’all fel-
las this weekend, best of 
luck,” Manziel tweeted last 
weekend.“#NoLoveLost.”

He’s not the cookie-
cutter, Boy-Scout-guy 
under center most enjoy, 
and expect, from college 
football’s elite. He’s not 
A.J. McCarron or Teddy 
Bridgewater or David Ash, 
who claims to never curse. 
He’s Johnny Football. 

Unfortunately, Texas 
won’t play a scheduled 
game against Texas A&M 
any time soon. The Long-
horns’ and Aggies’ battles 
are limited to the recruit-
ing trail. Unless they meet 
in a bowl game, Manziel 
won’t play a down against 
the team he grew up 
cheering for. 

Manziel is far from per-
fect. But resisting the urge 
to toss a beer at him, or 
not having the urge in the 
first place, doesn’t mean 
condoning any of his mis-
deeds. It shows class. 

Like time, winning 
heals all wounds. It is the 
great elixir. And, until 
Manziel gets the chance to 
do it again, the unwanted 
attention won’t go away. 

Like many of us, Man-
ziel grew up a Texas fan. 
And, like many of us, 
Longhorns and Aggies 
alike, he just needs the 
football season to start.

Longhorns. Collins and mid-
dle blocker Chiaka Ogbogu 
were both Under Armour 
High School All-Americans. 
Pilar Victoria Lopez comes 
to Texas from Puerto Rico 
after serving as team captain 
for the Junior National Team 
in Puerto Rico.

The squad was busy this 
summer touring Europe. 
They trained against na-
tional teams, learning how 
to play on the road in unfa-
miliar atmospheres. 

“Home court advantage was 
huge for us,” Eckerman said. 

The Longhorns were able 
to host both the regional 
and super regional dur-
ing last season’s post sea-
son. This year, they have a 
chance to host the regional 
but will have to travel to a 
pre-selected site for the su-
per regional. 

“It’s why we [went] on this 
Europe trip,” Eckerman said. 
“To prepare and get used to 
being on the road, to learn 
how to be comfortable in 
uncomfortable situations.” 

The Longhorns will have 
a difficult non-conference 
schedule highlighted by the 
NIKE Volleyball Big Four 
Classic which they will host 
in Austin in September. 
They will face Penn State 
and Stanford in the Big 
Four Classic. Last season, 
the Longhorns were swept 
on the road by Penn State. 

Texas will face Nebraska 
at home before starting 
their conference schedule 
on the road against TCU. 
The Longhorns’ Big 12 
home season opener will 
be against Oklahoma at the 
end of September. 

“We have a tough pre-
season and we need that,” 
Eckerman said. “We need to 
be challenged in the begin-
ning to get the kinks out.” 

Swimming and Diving: 
Lee and Joe Jamail Texas 
Swimming Center
Vaires without LASP 
(Free to $5 depending on 
event)

TELEVISION
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Now offering STUDENT 
and STUDENT LIFE 

MEMBERSHIPS.
Join today! 

A TOP 5 CHECKLIST FOR THE FIRST DAY OF CLASSES

Join Attend Enjoy Receive Get Your Horns Up
As a Texas 
Exes Student 
Member

the Orange & 
White Welcome
 August 28 from 
4 - 5:30 p.m. at the 
Etter-Harbin Alumni 
Center - 21st & San 
Jacinto, across from 
the Stadium

FREE BBQ and 
raffle and door 
prize drawings

Student Member 
swag (T-shirt, 
tumbler, and 
more!)

with us at the Texas Exes’ Big 
Yell & Texas Football Town Hall 
Meeting in the stadium after 
Orange & White Welcome –a 
traditions rite of passage! 

2013-2014

It wouldn’t be 

TEXAS
without the

EXES

On August 28th

TexasExes.org/Students

Can help you 
personalize your 

new space!

Use our fabric to make:

• Tablecloths
• Cork board covers

• Temporary wallpaper
• No-sew curtains

come on in and we’ll 
show you how!

Present this coupon to receive: 

$5 off on $25+
OR 

$10 off on $50+

2200 South Lamar
Austin, TX 78704

bolt-fabrics.com
(512) 442-8255 

Bolt Fabrics- turn your dorm or apartment dreams into reality! 

Offer Expires: 12/31/13 

Limit: 1 coupon per customer 
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The Longhorns will start 
off fast this season, open-
ing their regular season at 
home against Georgia and 
South Florida at the end 
of August before travel-
ing to face Oregon and 
Oregon State all before  
September starts. 

They will launch their 
Big 12 campaign at the 
end of September against 
TCU followed by anoth-
er home contest against 
Iowa State. Afterwards, 
the Longhorns will play 
road games against West 

Virginia, Kansas and  
Oklahoma State.

This season, the Long-
horns are looking to make 
it to the Big 12 Champi-
onships again and are the 
only current conference 
member to qualify for ev-
ery Big 12 tournament 
since the conference was 
formed. They also lead the 
conference in wins with 
97, ahead of Kansas and 
Baylor who are both tied 
for second with 69 each.

The Longhorns welcome 
seven freshman to The 

young team and hosted 
walk-on tryouts this past 
spring. Texas defeated St. 
Edwards 2-1 and Houston 
Baptist 1-0 in spring exhi-
bition games last semester. 

The University of Texas 
men’s and women’s swim-
ming and diving teams are 
finishing this year out on 
a high note and looking 
toward a bright start for 
the 2013-2014 season.

This year’s FINA World 
Championships in Barce-
lona have been lucrative 
for the Longhorns. Texas 
Exes Ricky Berens and 
Michael Klueh helped win 
gold for Team USA in the 
4X200-meter relay, Jimmy 
Feigen won silver in the 
100-meter freestyle, Mi-
chael McBroom broke an 
eight year American re-
cord and won silver in the 
800-meter freestyle, and 
Berens and Feigen helped 
win silver in the 4X100-
meter relay. Texas Ex 
Karlee Bispo was the first 
UT woman in 22 years 

to win gold at World’s in 
the 4X200-meter freestyle 
relay. Returning senior 
Maren Taylor placed 11th 
at World’s in the 3-meter 
diving event.

In a testament to well-
rounded prowess, the UT 
men’s and women’s swim-
ming and diving teams 
won Scholar All-Ameri-
can Awards, and 16 swim-
mers and divers received 
awards individually.

Leading the Longhorns 
for 2013-2014, the team 
will look to a host of ris-
ing seniors including Matt 
Belecanech, Ian Carbone, 
Sarah Denninghoff, El-
len Lobb, Will McCraney, 
Lily Moldenhauer, 
Charles Moore, Patrick 
Murphy, Keegan Sever-
ns, Maren Taylor and  
Samantha Tucker.

SWIMMING PREVIEW SHAY HOFFMAN

Ellen Lobb
Fly/Free

SOCCER PREVIEW SARA BETH PURDY

ORANGE AND 
WHITE MEET

Mens: Sept. 28 
Womens: Oct. 12
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Texas A&M Corpus 
Christi @ Texas

Date: Friday, August 16
Time: 7 p.m.
On air: LHN

FOR THE DAILY TEXAN IN THE HSM BASEMENT

HIRING FOR THE FALL
News Reporters, Sports  

Reporters, Life & Arts Reporters, Opin-
ion Columnists, Web Staff, Photog-
raphers, Design Staff, Copy Editors, 
Multimedia Staff and Comic Artists
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W

ith m
onthly alcohol sales ranging from

 $45-60 m
illion, Austin has becom

e internationally know
n as a party hub, w

ith 
Sixth Street stacking up along the likes of Bourbon Street in N

ew
 Orleans and M

em
phis’ Beale Street. W

ith m
any bars to 

frequent dow
ntow

n, there’s an area for every scene. Each district has its pros and cons, and each has its ow
n vibe,  

creating a variety of party-am
biance choices w

hen going out. H
ere are dow

ntow
n Austin’s m

ost popular districts.

RED RIVER STREET
If there w

as ever an argum
ent against Austin being the Live 

M
usic C

apital of the W
orld, Red River Street w

ould be the re-
buttal. Running perpendicular to D

irty Sixth, Red River Street 
hosts a num

ber of venues show
casing big-nam

e artists such as 
M

um
ford &

 Sons and Lil B. Each venue has a different feel —
 

C
lub de V

ille is usually m
ore subdued, w

hile patrons of Red 7 
are no strangers to m

osh pits. Th
e bands and stage acts perform

-
ing w

ill hint at w
hat’s in store during any given night, but the 

trick to enjoying yourself in this district is to be open to new
 

genres of m
usic.

Hot Tip: Red River is a great place to hang out at for those w
ho 

aren’t 21 yet, m
ost venues w

elcom
e all ages or are 18+.

Our Picks: M
ohaw

k, Red 7
Accessibility: C

ap M
etro, taxi, pedicab, bike, pay-to-park

FOURTH STREET
If Stefon from

 SN
L had been an Austinite instead of a N

ew
 

Yorker, chances are he w
ould com

e out to play in Austin’s Fourth 
Street district. A

 string of gay bars light up the street w
here 

glam
orous drag queens w

ork and caged m
ale go-go dancers 

tw
erk. Th

e area has been struggling w
ith its identity recently and 

has been the topic of controversy since Th
e Red Room

 Lounge, 
form

erly know
n as an LG

BT bar by its clientele, w
as accused of 

turning aw
ay gay patrons.

Th
e controversy w

ith Red Room
 hasn’t changed the playful 

tone of Fourth Street. A
n establishm

ent catering to the LG
BT 

com
m

unity, C
astro’s W

arehouse w
as recently added in place of 

Q
ua, and the fierce patronage of the street has m

ade it clear w
ith 

Red Room
 protests that they are not to be turned aw

ay.

Hot Tip: D
on’t assum

e anyone’s sexual orientation.
Our Picks: Rain, C

astro’s W
arehouse

Accessibility: Cap M
etro, taxi, pedicab, bike, pay-to-park

Rain on 4th | 217 W
. Fourth St. / GUILLERM

O HERNANDEZ M
ARTINEZ / D

aily Texan Staff

Shakespeare’s Pub | 314 E. Sixth St. / GUILLERM
O HERNANDEZ M

ARTINEZ / D
aily Texan Staff

DIRTY SIXTH
O

n any given night the boozy boulevard is filled w
ith a m

ixed 
bag of players in the barhopping gam

e, w
here a college kid 

w
orking on his start-up m

ight be throw
ing back shots w

ith a 
30-som

ething rapper from
 England w

hile stray m
em

bers of a 
bachelorette party cheer them

 on.
Sixth Street’s reputation as a party hub undoubtedly com

es 
from

 the nearly 50 bars and clubs occupying the six blocks be-
tw

een I-35 and Brazos Street. Its diversity of patrons has m
ade 

it a place to m
ingle w

ith people from
 all w

alks of life. For those 
choosing to drive, drinking can com

e w
ith the hefty price of a 

D
W

I, and m
easures have been taken by C

ap M
etro and the city 

to ensure the safety of patrons by closing off the m
ost populated 

areas and encouraging students to take the E-Bus, a route spe-
cifically designed to take students to and from

 Sixth Street.

W
arning: If you w

ear high heels, you’ll probably end up w
alking 

barefoot at som
e point.

Our picks: Blind Pig Pub
Accessibility: C

ap M
etro, taxi, pedicab, bike, pay-to-park

EAST SIXTH
East Sixth Street has garnered attention for the gentrification 

and controversy in the area; som
e have even com

pared the area 
to W

illiam
sburg. A

nd just like the hipster hot spot, East Sixth 
has its fill of creative 20-som

ethings, sipping kom
bucha and eat-

ing from
 vegan food trailers. Th

is haven has everything for the 
blatantly obvious hipster —

 you can even take a literal m
ustache 

ride on a facial-hair-inspired seesaw
 in front of C

heer U
p C

har-
lies. But don’t let the hipsters deter you, there’s a reason the w

ord 
‘hip’ is in their title. A

 couple of routine trips to this district w
ill 

keep your dance m
oves funky and your lingo fresh.

Hot Tip: D
on’t skip visiting East Sixth Street during South By 

Southw
est, w

here im
prom

ptu gatherings of bigger nam
e bands 

isn’t uncom
m

on.
Our picks: G

ypsy Lounge, V
iolet C

row
n Social C

lub
Accessibility: Taxi, pedicab, bike, street parking

RAINEY STREET
C

om
parisons of Rainey Street to Sixth Street aren’t far off, 

w
ith Rainey being sm

aller and w
ith pricey cocktails. Th

ere are 
already 10 bars and restaurants open in the com

pact street and 
its reputation as Austin’s new

 hot spot has been w
ell established. 

Th
e crow

d tends to be m
ade of older college students and young 

professionals, but the street has som
ething separating it from

 
other areas of Austin.

Th
e businesses on Rainey all look like they could be a grand-

m
other’s hom

e com
plete w

ith rocking chairs on the porches of 
som

e. In the com
ing years it w

ill be interesting to see if the laid-
back atm

osphere Rainey Street advertises is preserved w
hile 

com
m

ercial developm
ents m

ove in. Th
e city of Austin has al-

ready installed parking m
eters on the street, and it is uncertain 

w
hether Rainey Street can m

aintain its cozy feel for long.

Hot Tip: M
ake sure to hit up Lustre Pearl before construction of a 

high-rise takes its place.
Our Picks: Th

e Blackheart
Accessibility: Taxi, pedicab, pay-to-park, bike



Editor’s note: This is an 
advice column written by 
in-house know-it-all Ri-
ley Brands. All answers are 
based on personal experi-
ence. Brands is not a licensed 
professional. Questions 
for Brands can be sent to  
dtadvice@gmail.com.

We’ve all been there: As 
we come to UT and leave the 
comfort of our hometowns 
behind, there are inevitably 
some adjustments that have 
to be made to live on our 
own. The Daily Texan has 
compiled some stories of 
freshman-year follies along 
with resident know-it-all 
Riley Brands’ tips for sur-
viving your first year on the  
40 Acres.

Dorm life has its good 
and bad moments. I lived in 
Moore-Hill Dormitory my 

freshman year. One day, I had 
gone to take a shower. While I 
was in the shower my room-
mate left and out of habit 
locked the door behind him. 
Since I thought he would be 
there when I got out of the 
shower, I didn’t think to take a 
key with me. I was locked out 
and clothed by only a towel. I 
went to the front desk to try 
to get another key, but with 
my luck I had maxed out the 
amount of times I could get a 
key without out a charge to 
my account. So there I was, 
in nothing but a towel argu-
ing with an RA over a key, as 
people were walking by, judg-
ing away. After 30 minutes I 
made my case to the RA and 
he let me in free of charge.

Never assume anything 
from your roommate. Even if 
you’re just running to 7-Elev-
en for a late-night snack, take 
a key with you, just in case. 
Unless you hit it off right 
away, if ever, they won’t be 
notifying you of their every 
move, so always leave your 
room with everything you 
need to get back in.

One night I fell asleep when 
I’d just started studying for a 
major test I had the next day. 
I forgot to set my alarm, so I 
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Now that summer is more than halfway done, a lot of 
us are thinking back to the grand schemes we had before 
school ended. We were going to read the classics, swim 
at Barton Springs every day and learn a new language. 
For most of us, though, those lofty plans haven’t quite 
come to fruition. Don’t despair quite yet. You have more 
than a month to get cracking on some self improvements 
that you can start now and continue throughout the fall. 

1.  Glass Blowing Austin 
First and foremost, you need to get your inspiration fired 

up. A furnace and some melted glass should be just the ticket 
to getting your creative juices flowing. Every Saturday from 
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Glass Blowing Austin offers a beginner’s 
class. After learning some basic safety rules and techniques, 
students make a paperweight, ornament and cup. These les-
sons are only for three students at a time, though, so reserve 
your place early! Once you have the basics down, you can 
continue on in private lessons, and create a one-of-a-kind set 
of glassware to serve up some of the fantastic drinks you’ll 
be making. You can even take one of their ACC courses. 

2. Antonelli’s Cheese Shop
A good knowledge of cheese is sure to add class to your 

next soiree and impress your friends. Antonelli’s has you 
covered with Cheese 101 and 201. In Cheese 101, you’ll 
gather with 30 to 35 others to taste the seven distinct types of 
cheese and learn the history of each. In 201, a cheesemaker is 
brought in to showcase their cheeses and talk about how they 
make them. Some classes include a live cheesemaking demo. 
Armed with your newfound cheese expertise, it’s a simple 
trip to Austin Homebrew Supply to pick up your cheese-
making supplies and start creating your own tasty treats. 
The next Cheese 101 class is Aug. 14 from 6:45 to 9 p.m. 

3. NXNW
If there ever was a way to make chemistry interesting, it’s 

by brewing your own beer. NXNW offers a variety of beer 
classes that will start you on your way to having a microbrew-
ery in your kitchen. You’ll learn how to brew, what makes a 
beer good or bad, the different styles of beer and find out 
what cheeses pair well with each type of beer. You’ll also take 
a tour of the brewery and will get your own pint glass — 
the better with which to drink your beer. Austin Homebrew 
Supply is the next stop after these classes also, so load up on 
beer and cheese-making supplies and create everything you 
need to host a party that will show off both new skill sets!  

4. Water 2 Wine
Gluten free or just not a fan of beer? Not a problem. You can 

go to Water 2 Wine and make some vino to accompany your no-
doubt fabulous cheese. With two locations in Austin, you pick the 
types of grapes you’d like (after, of course, tasting all of the varieties 
to find out which one you like best), mix the grape varieties and 
add the life-giving (or, more importantly, alcohol-giving) yeast, 
design your custom label and sit back and wait for your personal-
ized vintage to mature. After 45 days, you and a group of friends 
can come in for a wine tasting party. If you’re the impatient type, 
you can stop in any time during the fermentation to check on 
your creation and enjoy a glass of wine. You can expect around 
28 to 30 bottles, so plan your wine unveiling party to be a big one. 

5. Stitch Lab
Now that you’ve got food and drinks covered, it’s time to think 
about what you’re going to wear. Stitchlab offers a variety of 
classes for anyone who wants to learn how to turn fabric into 
fashion. With more than sixty classes, you can learn everything 
from the very basics to party dresses, millinery (better known as 
hat making), crochet, knitting and much more. There are even 
sewing classes just for the guys. Quilts, bags and screen printing 
are also options, if you already have the perfect dress in mind. 

6. Bead It
At Bead It, you can finally have all the jewelry you have 

ever coveted, because you can learn how to make it yourself. 
Starting with the beginner’s series, you can learn the tools and 
techniques you’ll need to get you started, then move on to 
the tricky stuff. Among the classes offered are metal stamp-
ing, wire crochet and feathers, leather and more. With a huge 
stock of every type of bead, bauble and metal you could pos-
sibly imagine, you will never be at a loss for inspiration or 
supplies. All you need to do is put those together with some 
classes and you’ll be sporting some seriously cool jewelry.

7. Cafe Monet
If you’re thinking that your plates are no longer fancy enough 
to display your amazing cheese, then the next stop is Cafe 
Monet. You can choose from hundreds of plates, cups, vas-
es and other types of pottery, and either paint or mosaic tile 
your creation. Leave it with the professionals to fire and re-
turn five days later to pick up your creations. Once you get 
it home, all you have to do is sit back and enjoy the compli-
ments on your creativity. They also can be booked for birth-
day parties, bridal showers and team building exercises, so 
you need never be at a loss for ideas when planning an event. 

8. Austin Yellow Bike Project
While all the previous entries will add to your mate-

rial fabulousness, Austin Yellow Bike Project is the place 
where you can both learn a new craft and increase your 

By Claire Gordon
@dtlifeandarts

Austin Homebrew Supply

Where: 9129 Metric Blvd.
Phone: (512) 300-2739
Web: austinhomebrew.com
Email: info@austinhomebrew.org

Bead It

Where: 2058 S. Lamar Blvd.
Phone: (512) 693-2323
Web: beaditaustin.com
Email: beaditaustin@gmail.com

Stitch Lab

Where: 1000 S. 1st St.
Phone: (512) 440-0712
Web: stitchlab.biz
Email: info@stitchlab.biz

Water 2 Wine

Where: 3300 W. Anderson Lane #304
Phone: (512) 465-9463
Web: water2wine.us
Email: franchise@water2wine.com

NXNW

Where: 10010 Capital of Texas Highway
Phone: (512) 467-6969
Web: nxnwbrew.com
Email: davis@nxnwbrew.com

Antonelli’s Cheese Shop

Where: 4220 Duval St.
Phone: (512) 531-9610
Web: antonellischeese.com
Email: info@antonellischeese.com

Cafe Monet

Where: 4700 W. Guadalupe St.
Phone: (512) 906-2200
Web: cafemonet.org
Email: info@cafemonet.org

Glass Blowing Austin

Where: 6910 Shirley Ave. Suite B
Phone: (512) 968-2551
Web: glassblowingaustin.com
Email: info@glassblowingaustin.com

RICKY LLAMAS \ Daily Texan Staff
Theano Wales practices sewing circles on a piece of cloth during a bag-making class at the Stitch Lab on Saturday afternoon. 
Students are invited to bring their own ideas and fabric to personalize their projects.

ASK RILEY
with Riley Brands 

@ribran
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Back to
School 

MATTRESSFIRM.COM • Store Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-8pm • Sun 12pm-6pm

$299
PILLOW TOP

Full or Queen Set

NOCredit
Needed * †

Back to SALE

All the best brands ... All the best prices!®

School 

$$

PILLOW 
$49
Twin Mattresses

starting at

$99
Queen Mattresses

starting at

3910 North Lamar Blvd.
Across from Central Market

512-371-0760

1200 Barbara Jordan Blvd.
Across from Lowes, next to Frost Bank

512-480-0089

5403 N. I35
Next to Target

512-420-9303

UNIVERSITY
OF TEXAS

OFF10
Valid on purchases of $499 and above. Not valid on Tempur-Pedic, iComfort or previous purchases.

Cannot be combined with additional o�ers. See store for details. Exp. 8/31/2013 

Valid on purchases of $499 and above. Not valid on Tempur-Pedic, iComfort or previous purchases.With School ID

STUDENT & FACULTY

6. Bead It
At Bead It, you can finally have all the jewelry you have 

ever coveted, because you can learn how to make it yourself. 
Starting with the beginner’s series, you can learn the tools and 
techniques you’ll need to get you started, then move on to 
the tricky stuff. Among the classes offered are metal stamp-
ing, wire crochet and feathers, leather and more. With a huge 
stock of every type of bead, bauble and metal you could pos-
sibly imagine, you will never be at a loss for inspiration or 
supplies. All you need to do is put those together with some 
classes and you’ll be sporting some seriously cool jewelry.

7. Cafe Monet
If you’re thinking that your plates are no longer fancy 

enough to display your amazing cheese, then the next stop is 
Cafe Monet. You can choose from hundreds of plates, cups, 
vases and other types of pottery, and either paint or mosaic 
tile your creation. Leave it with the professionals to fire and 
return five days later to pick up your creations! Once you get 
it home, all you have to do is sit back and enjoy the compli-
ments on your creativity. They also can be booked for birth-
day parties, bridal showers and team building exercises, so 
you need never be at a loss for ideas when planning an event. 

     Austin Yellow Bike Project
While all the previous entries will add to your mate-

rial fabulousness, Austin Yellow Bike Project is the place 
where you can both learn a new craft and increase your 

RICKY LLAMAS \ Daily Texan Staff
Theano Wales practices sewing circles on a piece of cloth during a bag-making class at the Stitch Lab on Saturday afternoon. 
Students are invited to bring their own ideas and fabric to personalize their projects.

Surviving freshman year: always bring your key
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woke up five minutes before 
the test and ran downstairs 
and to my test in my paja-
mas. I was only two minutes 
late (totally record time), but 
I failed the test and my shirt 
was also on backwards.

College will teach you sev-
eral lessons in time manage-
ment. While it’s tempting to 
burn the midnight oil and 
study all through the night, 
you run the risk of oversleep-
ing and missing that big test 
the next morning. Unless 
you pull an all-nighter with 
someone who can pinch you 
if you nod off, it’s often bet-
ter to hit the hay as early as 
possible and set your alarm 
for sometime in the middle 
of the night, if you must.

However, if worst comes to 
worst and you wake up just 
before or after a test is set to 
begin, don’t panic. Just high-
tail it on down to class and 
make the most of the time you  
have left.

I farted once in my govern-
ment class. Luckily, the sound 
was absorbed by the cush-
ion on the chair, but the girls 
next to me and behind me 
heard, and they were whisper-
ing about me for the rest of  
class. Oops.

What can I say? It hap-
pens. While our status-con-
scious selves try to hold it in, 

sometimes we just have to let 
one rip. It’s an uncomfortable 
experience as all eyes land 
on you, but don’t let it both-
er you too much. Instead, 
let it serve as a reminder 
that freshmen are just a few 
months removed from high 
school and still have some 
growing up to do. Trust me, 
you’ll have bigger problems 
to worry about.

Jester stir-fry, while deli-
cious, can make you gassy if 
you have a queasy stomach, 
so watch out.

Be careful about what you 
eat. Your parents aren’t cook-
ing for you anymore, so the 
temptation will be great to 
pile on the carbs and fatty 
foods, which can wreak 
havoc on your digestive sys-
tem, so try to take it easy and 
listen to your body above  
all else.

Our community bath had a 
connected changing place, and 
one time, some girl straight up 
opened the curtains when I 
was naked.

Always leave something 
sticking out under the cur-
tain, and if you’re really 
afraid of being walked in on, 
don’t dawdle and be conspic-
uous so people can tell you’re 
changing. And if you do get 
exposed in the nude, well ... 
don’t worry, you’ll probably 
see plenty more shocking 
things in college.
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Learn how to walk on stilts at Art Outside, a three-day fesival held on campgrounds, 
features performance artists, musical artists, visual artists and workshops. Musical 
artists featured in this year’s festival include Residual Kid, Desert Dwellers and 
Bird of Prey. Fire spinning, aerial acrobatics, stilt walking and acrobatic yoga are 
all performances highlighted during the three days. Art Outside’s final round of 
tickets go on sale Sept. 1 for $90 and tickets are also available at the gate for $110. 

ADVICE
continues from page 17

CRAFTS 
continues from page 17

A year of don’t-miss events
CITY

By Elyana Barrera
@elyana Art Outside 

New Braunfels Wurstfest

Austin Record Convention

Texas Book Festival
Book signings, readings 
and appearances from 
authors such as Pulitzer 
Prize winner Junot Diaz, 
P.J. O’Rourke and Tony 
Danza have been a few 
main attractions at the 
Texas Book Festival. The 
literary event is held 
annually at the State 
Capitol and last year’s 
festival included vendor 
tents from more than 80 
publishers, authors and 
organizations. Books in 
every genre, from children’s 
literature to political satire, 
are featured. The event is 
free and open to the public. 

Celebrating Bavarian culture with polka music, great beer and an incredible amount of 
food, Wurstfest is worth the hour trip from Austin to New Braunfels. With a slogan like 
“Sprechen sie sausage?,” the annual celebration gives patrons a reason to don a dirndl and 
indulge in pork chops, potato pancakes, hamhocks and, of course, bratwurst. Tickets can 
be bought at the gate, and it is recommended to take cash, as ATM lines can get packed 
and most vendors only take cash.

More than just a marketplace for old records, the Austin Record Convention hosts 
vendors with vintage record players, collectable lunch boxes and band merchandise 
such as pins, T-shirts and posters. Patrons can dig in boxes to hunt for out of print 
vinyl from every genre and converse with other vinylphiles. Regular admission is 
$5 for both Saturday and Sunday, early shopper admission is $25 for Friday-Sunday.  

karmic wealth. While learning how to build or service 
your own bike, you have the opportunity to volunteer 
your time or money toward a fantastic cause. You can ei-
ther stop by during the scheduled hours and get help from 
a volunteer or join the adult mechanics class for a com-
prehensive bike-building experience. When you’re done, 
you can cycle away knowing that you have a new skill and 
have helped make Austin a better place.

Austin Yellow Bike Project

Where: 1216 Webberville Rd.
Phone: (512) 524-5299
Web: austinyellowbike.org
Email: austinyellowbike@gmail.com

Other fall events to check out in Austin:
Pecan Street Festival   Sept. 28 & 29; Sixth Street
 
Fun Fun Fun Fest   Nov. 8-10; Auditorium Shores

ACL Fest   Oct. 4-6 & 11-13; Zilker Park
 
Formula 1 US Grand Prix   Nov. 15-17; Circuit of the 
Americas

St. Elias Mediterranean Festival   Oct. 18-19
 
Austin Museum Day   Sept. 22; various venues
 
Austin Free Day of Yoga   Sept. 2; various venues

Fantastic Fest   Sept. 19-26; Alamo Drafthouse 
and various locations

German-Texan Heritage Society Oktoberfest   
Oct. 19

Fall Plant Sale and Gardening Festival   Oct. 5 & 
6; Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center

Austin Film Fest   Oct. 24-31; various venues

East Austin Studio Tour   Nov. 16-17 & 23-24; 
various venues

Austin Celtic Festival   Nov. 2 & 3; Fiesta 
Gardens

A Christmas Affair   Nov. 20-24; Palmer Events 
Center

Austin Powwow and American Indian Heritage 
Festival   Nov. 2; Toney Burger Center

Día de los Muertos   Nov. 2; Emma S. Barrientos 
Mexican American Cutlural Center

Austin Ice Cream Festival   Aug. 17; Fiesta 
Gardens

Austin Pride Week   Sept. 1-8; various locations ♲R E C Y C L E    
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Savings based on Simple Choice Plan with 2.5 GB of full-speed data (4 lines) vs. AT&T plan with unlimited talk, text and 2 GB of data.

Device cost not included. Plan features and limitations vary. Limited time offer; subject to change. Taxes & fees addit’l. Domestic only. At participating locations. Unlimited talk & text features for direct U.S. communications between 2 people. General Terms:  Credit 
approval, deposit & $10 SIM starter kit may be required. 4 lines for $100 per month applies as long as service is active on all lines. Lines must be activated in same T-Mobile market with same billing address and area code. If you switch plans you may be bound by existing 
term (including early termination provisions) and/or charged an up to $200 fee. Regulatory Program Fee of $1.61 per line/mo. applies. Taxes approx. 6-28% of bill. Partial megabytes rounded up. Data plans unlimited while on the T-Mobile network. Full speeds available up 
to monthly allotment; then slowed to up to 2G speeds for rest of billing cycle. Coverage  not available everywhere. Network Management:  Data traffic of postpaid plan options with limited high-speed data allotments greater than 2 GB will be prioritized over other currently 
offered plan options during periods of congestion. Service may be slowed, suspended, terminated, or restricted  for misuse, abnormal use, interference with our network or ability to provide quality service to other users, or significant roaming. See brochures & Terms 
and Conditions (including arbitration provision) at www.T-Mobile.com for additional information. T-Mobile and the magenta color are registered trademarks of Deutsche Telekom AG. ©2013 T-Mobile USA, Inc.

#SimpleChoice  •            •  T-Mobile.com

With T-Mobile® , you’ll save big: 4 lines of unlimited talk, text and web on our 
advanced nationwide 4G network for just $100/month. Add an additional 2 GB
of data per line and you can save even more—over a hundred bucks each month  
vs. AT&T. It’s all part of our new Simple Choice Plan for families, with no overages, 
no restrictive annual service contracts and no minimum credit scores required.

Finally,
a Family Plan built
for all families.

Choose more value at any participating T-Mobile store.

100
4 LINES

UNLIMITED
TALK, TEXT & WEB
Includes up to 500 MB of high-speed data per line.

$
/mo.

The Triangle | 4700 W. Guadalupe St, Austin, TX 78751 | 512.206.2938
N. Lamar & Rundberg Ln | 9209 N. Lamar Blvd, Austin, TX 78753 | 512.973.9166
IH-35 & Hwy 71 | 500 E Ben White Blvd, Austin, TX 78704 | 512.462.2375
Westgate | 4526 Westgate Blvd, Austin, TX 78745 | 512.899.1686
Barton Creek Square | 2901 S. Capital of TX Hwy, Austin, TX 78746 | 512.749.8404
Mopac & William Cannon | 6611 S. Mo-pac Expwy, Austin, TX 78749 | 512.891.0019
7th & Pleasant Valley | 2795 E. 7th St, Austin, TX 78702 | 512.462.2375
I-35 & Parmer | 12901 N. I-35 Service Rd, Austin, TX 78753 | 512.238.9680
North Hills | 10710 Research Blvd, Austin, TX 78759 | 512.372.8320
La Frontera | 115 Sundance Pkwy, Round Rock, TX 78681 | 512.238.9680
Lakeline Mall | 11200 Lakeline Mall Dr, Cedar Park, TX 78613 | 512.249.6870
183A & FM 1431 | 401 E. Whitestone Blvd, Cedar Park, TX 78613 | 512.528.8972

un-leash


