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FACULTY CHANGES

There have been a number of per-
manent and temporary changes in
the Middle East faculty over the
past year.

The Center has helped bring
fourvisiting professorsto UT to
teach Middle Eastern Studies. In
the spring, Donald Cole of the
American University in Cairo
taught in the Department of An-
thropology. Cole, who has con-
ducted extensiveresearch on
pastoral nomads in Saudi Arabia
and Egypt, gave classes on energy
and the Arab world and on
nomadism. Inthe summer, James
Faris of the University of Connec-
ticut taught “Peoples and Cultures
of the Middle East” as part of the
CMES Summer Institute. For this
academic year, the Department of
Oriental and African Languages
and Literaturesishosting two
visiting faculty members, filling
slotsnormally held by Fedwa
Malti-Douglas and Irving
Mandelbaum, each spending an
academically enriching year
elswhere. Dr. Ahmed Ali Morsy
will be teaching courses in Arabic
language and Culture. He holdsa
Ph.D. from Gairo University,
where he was recently named Pro-
fessor of Arabic. He has previously
been a visiting lecturer at the Mid-
dle East Centers of both Harvard
University and the University of
Pennsylvania, andin 1982 was
visiting lecturer at the Universities
of Oslo and Bergenin Norway. Dr.
Morsy’s scholarly writing has dealt
extensively with Middle Eastern

folklore. Dr. Refael Yenkelevitch
fromthe Department of Jewish
History, Bar-Ilan University, will
be visiting Professor of Hebrew for
the entire academicyear. Dr.
Yenkelevitch was educated at Bar-
Ilan University in Jewish History
and pursued postdoctoral studies in
Classical Archaeology at Tel-Aviv
University. His written work in-
cludes both historicaland ar-
chaeological studies on ancient
Palestinein the Mishnaic and
Talmudic eras.

We record the departures of
three faculty members who have
played active rolesin the life of the
Center. William Darity, Jr., formerly
Associate Professor of Economics,
has accepted an appointment at the
University of North Carolina;
Kristina Nelson, formerly Assis-
tant Professor of Musicology, has
left teaching to work with the Save
the Children Foundation in Gaza;
and Tagi Sagafi-nejad hascom-
pleted a contract as Assistant Pro-
fessor of Economics and Middle
Eastern Studies. We will miss the
energy, vision, and scholarly ex-
cellence of each of these friends of
the program.

TURKISH LANGUAGE
PROGRAM

After a decade’s lapse, the
University is again offering
Turkish language courses. This
semester the first-year Turkish
course is being given in the Depart-
mentof Orientaland African
Languages and literatures

(DOALL) under the supervision of
Professor John Bordie (FLEC), by
Ayshegul Musallam, Assistant In-
structor. The second halfofthe
course will be offered in the spring
semester. Plans are now being
made to add second-year Turkish
to the schedule for the 1983-84
academic year. Students with some
background in Turkish are also
able to study Uzbek through
DOALL. The Centeris now able,
from time to time, to offer support
to students concentrating in
Turkish studies. In that regard, we
congratulate Jenny Morter, a
graduate student in Anthropology,
whoreceived a grant to attend the
First Annual Conference in Turkic
Studies, held this year at Indiana
University.

NATIONAL RESOURCE
CENTER

The Center again has been
declared a National Resource
Center in Middle Eastern studies
by the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion and hasreceived grants pro-
viding program and library sup-
port. Through thisprogram the
Centerisalso able to administer
fellowships to qualified graduate
studentsinlanguageandarea
studies. We congratulate this year’s
Fellowship holders:
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Marianne Engle (Persian)
Reuel Gerecht (Persian)
Jennifer DeCamp (Arabic)













Kilayim,” part of The Mishnah, A
New American Translation, edited by
J- Neusner for Yale University
Press.

Abraham Marcus (History)
received a grant from the National
Endowment for the Humanities to
compile a work on Islamic Middle
Eastern legal practices, Society and
Law in the Pre-Modern Middle East: A
Sourcebook. This will be the first
such organized collection of
original cases drawn directly from
the records of Islamic courts of the
pre-modern Middle East. The
cases will be presented in the
original Arabic, and accompany-
ing annotated translation and will
cover a sampling of the issues and
concerns routinely handled in the
courts.

Edgar Polome (Orientaland
African Languages and Litera-
tures) has published four books in
the last year. Indo-Europeans in the
Fourth and Third Millenia is an edited
collection of papers presented at a
symposium commemorating the
tenth anniversary of the foundation
of the Department of Oriental and
African Languages and Litera-
tures. The papers focus on a varie-
ty of avenues of current research in-
to Indo-European origins. A se-
cond work, amonograph from the
Journal of Indo-European Studies, is a
festschrift for the French com-
parative mythologist Georges
Dumezil. A third volume, Rural
and Urban Multilingualism, was
published by Mouton. Finally,
Stanford University Press has
brought out a collection of eighteen
essays by Professor Polome:
Language, Society, and Paleoculture
(edited by A.S.Dil)samples the
range of Professor Polome’s
scholarly concerns, sociolinguistic,
African language studies, creole
studies, and studies in Indo-
European language and religion,

Denise Schmandt-Besserat
(Art History) was awarded a grant
from the University Research In-
stitute for the Spring semester to
continue work on her book Before
Writing, tobe published by UT
Press. The book will synthesise her
work on the connections between
the use of token-based recording
systems and the development of the
earliest forms of writing. During
the spring and summer Professor
Schmandt-Besserat lectured on the
aspects of this topicin New York,
Philadelphia, Kanasa City, St.
Louis, and Madison, as well as par-
ticipating in a major international
symposium, “Bible et Orien-
talisme,” in Strasbourg, France.

John Williams (Art History)
and Caroline Williams (Architec-
ture and CMES) have returned

from two years at the American
Universityin Cairo. Caroline
Williams has recently published
“The Cult of ‘Alid Saintsin the
Fatamimonuments of Cairo (Pt.
I)"in Mugarnas, an Islamic art jour-
nal published annually by Yale
University Press and is serving as
co-author for the revision of R.
Parker: A Practical Guide to the
Islamic Monuments of Cairo
(American University Press,
Gairo.) In Cairo, she also con-
tributed a series of articles to the
Englishlanguage review, Cairo To-
day, entitled “The City of Cairo:

Fustatand the Mosqueoflbn
Tulun.” John Williams has now
completed two volumes of his five
volume Annals of the Early Caliphate,
a translation of al-Tabari’s Ta’ikh
al-Rusul wa al-Muluk. Heis also at
work on a new history of Islamic
political theory and is preparing a
revision of his widely used Islam,

originally published by Brazillerin
1961. Together, the Williams were
alsorecipients of grants from the
governments of Kuwait and Oman

for study tours to those two coun-
tries in February 1983.

SLIDE PACKAGES

Last year the Center received a
grant under the International
Understanding Program of the
U.S. Department of Education for
a two-year project to develop slide
packages for teaching about the
Middle East. The proposal was
based on the very successful ex-
periences of the Outreach Program
over the pasttwo yearsin the ex-
perimental preparation of
slide/text combinations presenting
a variety of Middle Eastern topics
and events, such as Islam, Jerusalem,
and the Iran-Irag War. Praised by
teachers for the simplicity of their
design and their flexibility in use,
these packages have proven to be an
effective and relatively inexpensive
means forteaching specialized
Middle Eastern material in the
classroom. Their development has
become a major CMES undertak-
ing.

Asthefirstyearofthe grant
period ends, three units are ready
to be pilotedinselected school
systems around the country. Each
contains approximately forty slides
and asetof accompanying texts.
The texts are chosen and edited in
such a fashion that they can be used
by students and teachers with dif-
ferentlevels ofunderstanding
about the Middle East.

The Middle Eastern Family, The
Middle Eastern Village, and Food Pro-
ductionhave now been completed.







