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Abstract

“Quelling Uprisings”: respectable bodies and the plitics of cleaning

Aretousa A Bloom, MSCRP

The University of Texas at Austin, 2012

Supervisor: Bjgrn Sletto

This research examines the ways in which dominaahdaries and identities are
(re)defined at the intersection of class, genagere and nation in the context of the
‘cleanups’ that took place in the aftermath of tle@don riots in August 2011. Through a
semiotic and discursive analysis of media photdgsay the Hackney and Battersea
cleanups, | explore how some bodies are allowdzkblong in space while others are
made ‘out of place’. In reading the photographa &ext, | pay particular attention to the
performativity of the cleaning body and its relasbip with brooms, gloves and other
technologies of cleaning. Influenced by Anne Mc&lgk’s (1995) analysis of 19
Century cleaning itmperial Leathey | explore the contemporary relevance of her work
in 21% Century London and in the context of gentrificatibalso use Sara Ahmed’s
(2004) work on the politics of emotions to expltdne way in which fear and love allow

bodies to cohere in opposition to the perceivedathof undesirable ‘others’.



Table of Contents

LISt Of TADIES ... s Vil
S 0 T T =SSR viii
Chapter 1: INtrOAUCTION ........uuueiiiis s ettt e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeaeeenneeeneeee 1
(@ gF=T o] (=1 gbZadl Y/ =1 i o T (o] [ To | V20U 5
P2 B O V=T 1 PP PUSTTRRRR 5
2.2. SCOPING ANAIYSIS ...cceeeeiiiieieeeeeeree e e e e e e e e e e e e e reenes 5
2.3, INTEIVIEWS ... ettt e e e e e e e e e eea e e 7
2.4. Acquisition of photographs.........oooi e 8...
2.5. Semiotic and discursive analysis: theoretidhliences ....................... 12
2.6. POSItIONAIILY ....ccoee e 20
Chapter 3: Literature REVIEW ........cooouii it ee e 23
3.1 OVEIVIEW ..ttt eeeeme ettt e e e e e e e et ae e e e e s 23
3.2. EMBOAIMENT ... ..o 23
3.3. Genealogies of middle class respectability@ogriety...................... 29
3.4. The politics of responsibilization.......ccccooooeeiiiiii 33
3. 5. Whiteness, nationalism and Space......cccccceeeeiiiieeeeeeiieeeeeeeinn 40
3. 6. SUMMAIY ...ttt e e et e e e eeae e e e e eeennnnes 43
Chapter 4: BaCKgrOUNG ...............uuuueesummmmmmssssesseeeeaeeeeeseesessnssnsnsnnnnnnnnnnnnes 44
N I O V=T V1 PP 44
4.2. CauSES Of ProteSIS ....ccovviiieeeeeetiemmmmmme s e e e e e e e e e 46
4.3. Media and government reSPONSES ... s seeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnn. D0
4.4. Community, local authority and online reSp@nse.........cccceeeeeeeeeennnn. 54
4.5. RIOU ClEANUPS ... .coiiiiiiiiiititi e 57
4.6, SUMIMIATY ..evtiiiiiieeeeiie et e et e s eeeenm e e eaa e e e et e e e et e e eeaaeeeesaeeeernn 65
Chapter 5: Case Studies Background..........cccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiis 67
5.1. Battersea background...........ccccoiieeeeeeceiii 67
5.2. Hackney background ..............ccooimmmmmiiciii Q.8

\



5.3. Summary

..................................................................................... 97

Chapter 6: ANAIYSIS........uuuriiiiiii e eeeeemeer e s 98
6.1. Contextual analysis of photographs ..., 98
6.2. NeWSPAPEI CONTEXT......uiiiiiiiiiiicmmeee et 111
6.3. The cleaning body ............uuuiiiiii e 113
(0 I o V= (o )Y/ T s To T Lo To |V 125
6.5, SUMMANY ... e eees 130

(O gF=T o] (= gl A B 1ot U 11 (o ] 132

BIbDlIOGrapRy ..o ————————————- 142

Vi



List of Tables

Table 1: Latchmere and Shaftesbury Wards, WandbvBwotough, London and
England Ethnic Group StatiStiCS ..........oo i 72

Table 2: Hackney Central Ward, Hackney Borough,damand England Ethnic
GroUP SEAlISHICS ..uuiiiiiiiii e eemm e e e e eeeans 87

Table 3: Quantitative analysis of riot cleanup pigoaph taken in Battersea and

HACKNEY. .o 100

Vii



LI1ST OF FIGURES

Figure 1: Map showing where the Battersea and Hackfean-ups took place..67
Figure 2: Wandsworth Indices of Multiple of Deptiien Map 2007. Source: Based
on Ordinance Survey material, 2008 (DepartmenteHlth, 2008).74
Figure 3: Battersea cleanup participants waitiraur€e: You Tube (the
wrongwayaround, 2011) ......cooeiiiieeiei e ceeeeeeeeee e 78
Figure 4: Boris Johnson visits the Battersea clpaBource: You Tub@eabagnose,
20LL) ottt ettt 78
Figure 5: Hackney Indices of Multiple Deprivatiora2010. Source: Indices of
Deprivation, CLG 2010. Map created by Hackney Cdy2010b).89

Figure 6: Riot cleanup participants checking tipdiones at Hackney Town Hall

(MCDVItt, 20L110).....eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee oo e e 96
Figure 7: Hackney riot cleanup. Sour&éickr (Carrasco, 2011).........cccceeeennnn.. 104
Figure 8: Hackney riot cleanup. Sour&éickr (stephbosset, 2011a)................. 104
Figure 9: Battersea riot cleanup. Source: Mail @(jBayles, 2011)................ 105
Figure 10: Battersea riot cleanup. Soufe&kr (Herring 2011 2011)............. 107
Figure 11: Battersea riot cleanup. Soufekr (linniekin, 2011) .................... 107

Figure 12: Minute of silence on Clarence Road. 8auklickr (stephbosset, 2011b)

Figure 13: Cleanup participants walking on Maree&tr SourceFlickr (Carrasco,
20LL). oottt ettt ettt Qal

Figure 14: Battersea riot cleanup, St John’s R8adrce:Mail Online (“Clapham
Clean-up”, 2011).....ccoviiiieieeeeeeeeee e e e e e e e e e e e e e aaaaaane 114

viii



Figure 15:

Figure 16:
Figure 17:
Figure 18:

Figure 19:
Figure 20:
Figure 21.
Figure 22:
Figure 23:

Figure 24:

Figure 25:

Figure 26:

Council workers clearing remains of @arClarence Road, Hackney.
SourceThe TelegraplfCawthra, 2011)...........ccoevvvvviiiiiiiinnnn. 121
Battersea riot cleanup. Source: Emmae@dge (2011).................. 122
Hackney riot cleanup. Sourddickr (Carrasco, 2011C) .................. 122
Woman collecting forensic evidence froots, Manchester. Source:
International Business TimgReuters, 2011a) ............ccoevvveevernnnnns 123
Australian ‘anti-terror’ ad (Chemicalcaaty, 2010). ...........euvvennnnn. 124
Riot Cleanup logo (Riot Cleanup, 2011).........cccovvviiiiiirnnenniinnennn. 124
Battersea riot cleanup. Souidail Online (Reuters, 2011b)........... 125
“Hugs not thugs”. Source: areyouhavindpibe (2011a)................. 127
“Love vs Fear. Choose the right one’'urSe: areyouhavingabubble
(20LLC) ettt en e 712
Hackney riot cleanup cyclist. Sourekckr (Carrasco, 2011c)........ 130
British Newspaper Front Pages, Augu209,1. SourceHuffington Post
(“LoNdon RIOLS”, 2011). wevuueuiiiiiieeee et 132
“Help Siva”. Source: Riot Cleanup (2011)......cccovvieiiiiirnniiiinnneenn. 136



Chapter 1: Introduction

In the days following the street protests of Aug2&t1, ‘riot cleanup operations’
were staged in a dozen neighborhoods around Loriglomjngham and Liverpool,
gaining wide support from the mainstream mediaitip@ns and thousands of
individuals overseeing the events from their honraages of the event show groups of
women and men engaged in various acts of clearsimguomestic and industrial
brooms, rubber gloves and bin bags, their faceshkntdes often painted with words of
love for their city.

This research examines the ways in which dominanhdaries and identities are
(re)defined at the intersection of class, genagere iand nation in the context of the ‘riot
cleanups’. Through a semiotic and discursive amabysonline photographs of the
Hackney and Battersea cleanupsxplore how meaning is produced through thetprac
of cleaning, particularly as it relates to question belonging and exclusion. In reading
the photographs as a ‘text’, | pay particular dttento the performativity of the cleaning
body and its relationship with brooms, gloves atigeocleaning technologies. Influenced
by Anne McClintock’s (1995) analysis of 1 €entury cleaning itmperial Leather |
explore the contemporary relevance of her worklify@entury London and in the
context of gentrification. | also use Sara Ahmdg@804) work on the politics of
emotions and the way in which fear and love all@alibs to cohere as a collective and in

opposition to the perceived threat of undesirabtbérs’.



The riot cleanups were extremely popular in the {didging in part by the way
they were represented in mainstream media anddtalBeut by politicians and other
leaders. However, the cleanups and the represemsegurrounding them were not
subject to systematic critique, and this is the@pal reason why | was interested in
unpacking their significance. As a resident of Lomdt was striking to observe how
many people aligned themselves in opposition tptbéests, expressing their shock and
disgust against perceived criminality. Social reaxd to the protests were marked by
what seemed to me exaggerated fear and intenséthéstvards the ‘perpetrators’,
producing the phenomenon of what Stanley CohenQ)1&8d Stuart Hall would term
‘moral panic’ (see Stuart Hall, Critcher, Jeffersddlarke, & Brian Roberts, 1978). The
cleanupsperated within this period of crisis, visibly exgng the performance of class,
race and national formations in London, while akseealing the way in which, in many
instances, the Empire is relived in the presens. it this specific context that | seek to
deconstruct the cleanups.

In Chapter 2, | outline my methodology for the @s@. More specifically, |
explain how | approach the medium of photograployy ham influenced by theorists in
the field of social semiotics, and how | combine Eatter with elements of discourse
analysis. | also consider how theoretical perspestregarding the analysis and role of
material culture allow us to think of objects aratlies as being “performative” and
having agency.

In Chapter 3, | review a broad collection of liten@ on embodiment and the way

in which bodies are made ‘out of place’, focusimgtigularly on the theme of
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respectability. | also explore related work on pineduction of ‘whiteness’ and the
making of the nation at the more intimate scalthefneighborhood through the work of
Sara Ahmed, Barnor Hesse and Paul Gilroy.

In Chapter 4, | provide an overview of both thetpsts and the cleanugds
contextualize Mark Duggan’s murder by the metrapalpolice in Tottenham within a
longer history of institutional racism, police bality and uprisings in London. | also
review the socio-demographic characteristics ofpfmests, while also exploring some
of the underlying reasons why the protests happah#ds particular moment in history.
Moreover, | examine the principal explanations tlate developed in the media and
government discourses about the riots. | also @xpiamore details how the idea of the
cleanups was developed and materialized arouncotlngtry, while examining the key
themes that were developed through written diseoab®ut the events.

In Chapter 5, | focus on the Battersea and Hackiemtral neighborhoods in
London, where some of the most widely reportedralpa took place. | provide an
extended overview of the neighborhoods’ historythvai particular focus on planning,
housing and demographics changes. | also consatarps of privatization,
gentrification and increasing inequality. | themiesv in detail how the protests started in
both neighborhoodand describe the particular characters of the algam both cases.

Chapter 6 focuses on analyzing photographs ofvlets. | start by documenting
and ‘cataloguing’ a total of 66 photographs fromwoabination of online newspapers and
social media websites likdickr. After analyzing the principal themes that emerge

through the representations of bodies and cleawtferts, | focus on four photographs
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published in the online editions of the major clation newspaper§he DailyMail and
The Telegraphin the first section of my analysis, | exploreahexclusive identities are
constructed through the performance of the cleabodty, while in the second section |
look at the way in which the emotion of love is aomnicated through physical
inscriptions and through the collective alignmehbadies in space.

Finally, in Chapter 7, | discuss the relevance afdlintock’s work in
understanding how the riot cleanups reproduce iicstigpatterns of domestication
through the policing of social and spatial bounelairi also reflect on the riot cleanups
relation to the production of nostalgia, natiomaliand whiteness, while discussing the

implications of my research for scholarship onesifiembodiment and representation.



Chapter 2: Methodology
2.1.OVERVIEW

This chapter is divided into two sections. In thstfpart, | outline how and why |
decided to narrow down my analysis of the riot olgss to the study of photographs,
while also describing my final choice of imagesthe second section, | outline and
summarize the theoretical and methodological camnattbns that have influenced my
semiotic and discursive analysis of the cleaaugnts, while also discussing my
positionality and the role it may have played in mtgrpretation of these events and the

representations surrounding them.

2.2.SCOPING ANALYSIS

During the initial ‘scoping’ phase of my researthfudied a variety of online
representations of the riot cleanupprimarily looked at the way the events were
covered by major national newspapers while alsemirsg and participating in social
media websites likEacebookandTwitter. | also examined the two riot cleanup
website$, as well as websites that promoted similar kinfdsctivities such a®peration
Cup of TeaMy search also included secondary representatibtieaevents such as
cartoons, paintings and collages that appeareaoyl® Images when | typed ‘riot
cleanup’.

| then carried out a systematic and in-depth stfdite way the cleanupsgere

represented primarily in national newspapers, =4t im government and policy

Ihttp://www.riotcleanup.com/ ; http://www.riotcleamao.uk/
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discourse. For my newspaper search, | focusedvenseajor national newspapers,
selecting these according to online and offlinelezship (for exampl&he Telegraph
andThe Daily Mai), accessTheEvening Standardpr example, is handed free on the
London subway) and political influence (for examphee Guardiai) | studied primarily
the news articles that covered the cleanups, systestly collecting headlines, key
words and photographs. My analysis of governmesdatirse included David Cameron’s
mention of the events in a number of speechesgdsaws/references to the cleanups made
in 5 Days in AugustSingh, 2012), the government report into thesifah inquiry has
not been commissioned).

While most news pieces were broadly supportivédnefdvents, it was also
important to examine the articles that took a caitstance towards tleéeanups. The
most critical essays appeared in independent gasally written by students. Articles
that were moderately critical appeared’lre Guardiamas well as in left-of-center
political blogs likeThe New Statesmamd theThird Estate

Finally, I collected key photographs of every evarttund the country from the
photo sharing websitélickr. This provided me with a view of how the event was
captured from the point of view of participantsabnateur photographers who were at the
scene of the events. Moreover, this stage of miysisaalso confirmed that the Hackney
and Battersea cleanupgre the largest and most widely broadcasted eweie
London. In combination with the interviews thatarried out in January 2012, this phase

of my research informed my background chapter (&hag. It is important to note here



that | did not attend any of the cleanup up evantsdid not visit the locations where

they took place.

2.3.INTERVIEWS

As part of this background research into the rieaups, | carried out formal
interviews with Dan Thompson, the principal onlorganizer of the cleanups, and Paul
Lewis, the reporter fromihe Guardiarwho is currently directing the Reading the Riots
research project with the London School of Econamithile these interviews are
secondary to the analysis of photographs, | haed tteem in order to provide an
overview of the ways in which both the riots and tiot cleanups were represented by
national newspapers and by government, academipaiy actors.

| wanted to interview Dan Thompson as a way of ihgw face to face
conversation with someone who was heavily involvetthe organizing of the riot
cleanups. Thompson was instrumental in startingttiegcleanup hashtag on the social
networking siteTwitter, and in coordinating volunteer activity in the steearound
London. My interview with Thompson was useful te #xtent that it allowed me to gain
a more complex understanding of why he was invqlpedticularly as most newspapers
had constructed a dualistic relationship betweerptiotesters and the cleanup volunteers.
| also had the opportunity to ask him questionatied) to his own historical
interpretation of both the protests and the rieanupswhich is information he has not

elaborated in existing interviews with the presd ather organizations and online blogs.



My interview with Paul Lewis was informed by thesdte to find out more from
the perspective of a reporter who covered the artsnsively, while leading one of the
most influential projects on the subject. Lewistical feedback on my project was
informative. As a reporter, Lewis stressed the irtgpwe of empirical social research
methods, arguing that a discursive analysis otldéanups may be limiting in that | am
relying principally on the media’s accounts of theents. This was a decisive point for
me as it pushed me to clarify why | was focusinglmevents themselves. While an
ethnographic research into the intentions of teamlip participants themselves would
have been a worthwhile project, | understood tHatw was really interested in was the
representational power of the cleanup events 4cpéatly their performative and visual
power. In the second part of this chapter, | valliew critical literature on the
importance of representation in the constructioarobodied identities.

Finally, informal conversations with friends andjaaintances from London also
informed my understanding of the everyday discoatseounding the riot cleanups,
including the common norms and tropes that shapeersations about the events,

including how the events are allowed to be disaliss®l how they are not.

2.4.ACQUISITION OF PHOTOGRAPHS
Overview of existing photographs:

As | became increasingly interested in analyzirgwisual and performative
aspect of the riot cleanups, | decided to narrowrdoy analysis to the study of

photographs. | repeated the process of siftinguiincewspapers and social media
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websites in order to find the maximum number oftpgoaphs that depicted the events in
the Battersea and Hackney neighborhoods of Londlitimough this list is not exhaustive,
| collected and analyzed a total of:

e 27 social media photographs for Batttersea

* 14 newspaper photographers from a total of 6 nepespdor Battersea

« 17 social media photographs for Hackney

* 7 newspaper photographs from a total of 5 newsgdpeHackney

By social media photographs, | principally refeptmtographs posted éilickr
but I also include amateur photographs publisheblogs and other independent
platforms. In this general analysis of images,cuged on identifying patterns in the ways
in which participants were photographed. | wasipaldrly interested in observing the
gender ratio, as well as the extent to which thré@pants appear to be primarily white.
Moreover, | was attentive to the ways in which geapere photographed cleaning or
performing another kind of activity like waitingfteng or posing. Whether participants
were photographed cleaning or not, | also docunaetheir use of brooms, dustpans, bin
bags and gloves, as well as any slogans inscribeder t-shirts or faces.

As the photographic representations of the cleamgus influenced by a number
of unknown factors—the photographer’s particulasspective, the choice of framing and
subject or object to focus on, the distance froendéimera, and so on—my analysis in
this ‘quantitative’ phase of my research was basegly on the number of times a
subject or object featured in each photograph. Mpeifically, for each category |

calculated the percentage of each indicator agctidn of the total people counted in
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each photograph. | counted only people who appeargdged in the riot cleanups, as
well the number of people whose features were lgleaible. | also excluded people
who appear to be reporters or press photographleesfollowing are the categories that |
used:
Demographic information:

* % women

* % men

* % white people

* % black people

* % Asian people

* % white women

* % black women

* % Asian women

* % black white men

* % black men

* % Asian men
Information related to cleaning objects:

* % wearing or holding gloves

* 9% of people wearing or holding marigold glovespdsable blue gloves, and

garden gloves

* % of people with brooms

10



* % of people with dustpans
* % of people with bin bags
* 9% people not cleaning

* % people cleaning

For the purpose of this research, | ended up omwithie Asian category from my
findings table as the number turned out to be {@ry

Of course, this empirical approach to content aislig limiting and prone to
discrepancies, but it was useful in providing aegahoverview of the people
photographed in the events and the kinds of aigs/they appear to be engaged in.
Importantly, this quantitative analysis allowed taebserve what kind of photographs
newspapers were privileging or foregrounding coragdo the wider variety of
photographs found on social media websites.

Acquisition of final photographs:

As | was concerned with how the cleanups functiomidin wider relations of
power, | finally selected four newspaper photogsajghanalyze in detail — two from the
Battersea cleanup and two from the Hackney onecivtyce of photographs was also
influenced by my thematic focus on the cleaningybaad the loving body. In the case of
Battersea, | found only one newspaper photograptisiy people cleaning. For the rest
of the photographs, | used a combination of thie¥ahg criteria for my selection:

» Symbolic and visual power of photograph and the Wwaslates to my two

themes,
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* Popularity of subject(s) (how many times that pergsogroup was
featured in various newspapers), and
» The visibility of major elements that appear inestphotographs of the
same scene.
While I used these four photographs as a startomgg pf discussion, | also
included smaller photographs throughout my analkysia way to further develop my
argument when appropriate. Many of these are sowdia photographs as they provide

additional information that was not necessarilytaegd by the press.

2.5.SEMIOTIC AND DISCURSIVE ANALYSIS : THEORETICAL INFLUENCES

My analysis of the cleanups is primarily concermaith the way in which
meaning is produced through representational pes(Hall, 1997). Using photographs
as entry point for discussion, | am influenced byhbsemiotic and discursive analytical
approaches to representation. In other words,d &emterpret some of the signifying
practices generated through the cleaning evenite aiso connecting them to wider
guestions of power.

The semiotic approach to representation is infledrizy Ferdinand de Saussure’s
(1960) notion that a sign is formed through thattehship between a signifier and the
signified. Signs then become the things that cameanings. Iconic signs are visual signs
as they bear a certain resemblance to the objeitop or event to which they refer,
while indexical signs are those that bear no olwi@lationship to the things to which

they refer (Hall, 1997, p.20). However, Stuart HaB97) stresses that a sign in itself
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cannot produce meaning. From Hall's perspectivegmmg is relational in that it depends
on the relationship between the sign and the cdntsignifies. This relationship is fixed
by codes, which work to stabilize meaning withiffetent cultures and languages (Hall,
1997; Saussure, 1960).

Although the structuralist approach to semioticgettgped by Saussure provides
an important base for thinking through signifyimagtices, by privileging the internal
structure of the text, this perspective risks avaking questions of power (Hall, 1997).
Reacting to these limitations, Hall (1980) arguet if signifying practices are encoded
with meaning, they also need to be decoded thrthuglprocess of interpretation. Hall
(1997) stresses that the reader is as importaheasriter in the process of
representation, arguing that there is a “congthaing of meanindgauthor’'s emphasis] in
all interpretation...something in excess of what mtend to say...in which other
meanings overshadow the statement or the text,endtber associations are awaked to
life, giving what we say a different twist” (p.34).

Roland Barthes (1972) further developed Saussthie@y of signs by
introducing a second level of signification in wiisigns are elevated to the level of
myths. InMythologies Barthes (1972) described how the first levelighgication is
created by the combination of signifier and sigrdfi This message then becomes a
signifier itself for a second level of significatie- the level of the myth. Importantly,
Barthes argues that the medium does not deterinénproduction of the myth, stressing
that what the reader retains by reading a pieewitihg and a picture is “the fact that

they are both signs, that they both reach the hiotdsof myth endowed with the same
13



signifying function...” (Barthes, 1972, pp.114-5).Death of the AuthoiBarthes (1977)
further argued that meaning cannot be locateddrattihor’s intentions as this assigns the
text a single corresponding interpretation. Inst&aithes (1977) advocates for an
intertextual approach, which emphasizes that mgashires not solely reside in the text
but is also produced by the reader’s engagemehtthat text, and that this engagement is
shaped by complex networks of texts. Finall{Empire of Signsand in contrast to
Mythologies Barthes (1983) examines the potential of sigrextst independently of any
overarching signifiers and thus retain only a ‘makusignificance. His analysis of signs
in Japan effectively places his latest work wittha tradition of orientalist literature.
However, the attempt to break down the dualistiaiahip between signifier and
signified is important and | will come back to tieger.

It can be argued, however, that one of the prindipétations of semiotic theory
is that is does not deal directly with relationgofver. Rather than focusing on the
production of meaning, Foucault was also concemiduthe production of knowledge
and discourse. Importantly, Foucault's work is mioistorically grounded than the work
of traditional semioticians, as he argues that “e. liistory which bears and determines
us has the form of a war rather than that of adagg” (1980, pp.114-5). As Hall points
out, Foucault analyzes texts and representatikasémioticians, but he differs from
them in that he tends to analyze the whole disearf@rmation to which a text or practice
belongs (1997, p.51). Moreover, Foucault argueswhée subjects may produce
particular texts, they operate within a discurdosenation which itself produces

knowledge, or a ‘regime of truth’ (Hall, p.55). happantly, Foucault blurs the distinction
14



between speech and action, as he defines discasifseth language and practice (Hall,
1997). Thus, like Laclau and Mouffe (1990) reiterdinguistic and non-linguistic
elements are “internal components of discursivalites” (pp.100-103).

Foucault's conceptualization of knowledge as ineably connected to relations
of power is also significant. For Foucault (194Bg production of certain ‘truths’ is not
an abstract process. These ‘truths’ are conneotezght effects, for example in the
regulation of social conduct through punitive meth@Foucault, 1977). In other words,
Foucault (1977) views the body as being at thereeaftthe struggles between different
formations of power/knowledge (Hall, 1977, p.5@)ahalyzing texts and practices
discursively, Foucault examined the statementsdtestte knowledge, the subjects who
come to personify a certain discourse, and théurisinal practices and regulations
implemented to deal with those subjects (Hall, 1$975). Moreover, and as stated
earlier, Foucault stresses how different discouasisg at different historical moments.

If Foucault attempted to link discourse to the tagan of the body, the recent
‘material’ turn in social theory has provided fdteanative ways of conceptualizing the
production of meaning and knowledge. Actor-netwibiory (Latour, 2005) is grounded
in the notion that many relations are both matenmal semiotic, creating material-
semiotic networks which act as a whole. Similatityg notion of performativity
(originally developed by J.L. Austin [1970]) chaltges the dominance of the signified
over the signifier. For example, Judith Butler99Y) adaptation of the concept stresses
how performativity establishes the way in whichntiges come about as effects of

discourse. Thus objects/subjects can be conceptdadis functions of signifiers that do
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not depend on a fixed or separate signified. Matttbraad (2006) notes a similar shift
in anthropology from questions of knowledge and&gmnology towards those of
ontology, as exemplified in the work of Strathe20@4), Latour (2005) and Gell (1998).
For instance, Alfred Gell (1998) does not consakeiobjects as visual signs to be
deciphered, but defines them in performative temmsystems of actions that have
agency. These recent conceptualizations are impdrecause they attempt to overcome
the modernist binary between materialism and ideglthings and non-things, signifier
and signified (Pels, Hetherington & Vanderbergl€2).

Martin Holbraad (2006) goes a step further and @sdbat such a distinction
between concepts and things, in which meaningsgratted from the material, inhibits
an effective engagement between researchers apthém@mena they study (p.2).
Instead, he proposes that the things encounterix ifieldwork are “allowed to dictate
the terms of their own analysis — including newnpises altogether for theory”
(Holbraad, 2006, p.4). Furthermore, while he ackedges that Latour’s (2005) theory is
important in suggesting that things operate intavaek of hybrids, Holbraad (2006)
argues that this hybrid ontology is only one pa$isibadvocating instead a methodology
that might generate a multiplicity of theories amdologies (p.7).

Finally, before | summarize my theoretical and mdthlogical influences, |
would like to turn to the photographic image itsélflarge section of social research
based on the visual analysis of photographs idgdislich as sociology and anthropology
relies on the notion that the photograph in somg peaticipates in the ‘documentation’

of a certain phenomenon, event, fact, place, pavsaiject. Stuart Hall (1997) describes
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the two traditions that shape our understandinfgafumentary’ photography, in the
broadest sense of the word. The idea that the gregthic image is an inherently
objective medium of representation is groundedhettadition of the enlightenment and
empiricism. As photography replaced the iconograglstems of representation founded
on the art of drawing, the new and dominant parad{jrepresentation asserted that the
photograph offered a ‘true’ image of the world (H&B97, p.83). Thus the photographic
image acquired a ‘truth’ value (Hall, 1997, Tag§98).

On the other hand, the subjective definition oftpolgoaphy deals with the way in
which the document’s informational value is medidterough the perspective of the
person making it (Hall, 1997, p.83). This subjeetimode of ‘documentary’
representation became paradigmatic during the 18804.940s and is still influential
today in the field of photojournalism. As MarianRelton (1988) stresses, this mode of
photography focuses on the idea that the photograptbearing witness to history: “To
bear witness is to make known, to confirm, to gesimony to others” (as quoted in
Hall, 1997, p.85). Thus the documentary naturehot@ournalism is based on the
photographer’s interpretation of the events andsthigects he or she chooses to capture
(Hall, 1997, p.85). Moreover, Fulton (1988) argtlest photojournalism provides access
to both the photographer’s expression/feelingsfaaots, in that the photographs are still
assumed to have some ‘truth’ value (Hall, 19975p.Blall (1997) argues that this mode
of photography is then based on a process of dadbistruction. After the photographer
constructs the image through his/her interpretadioevents and framing of subjects, the

photograph is usually placed alongside textualrmédion which adds the constructed
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meaning of the photograph available to the viewll( 1997, p.86). Thus, whether we
are taking about professional photographers aréait / amateur photojournalists, we
need to consider the way in which photographs ec&By located and exist within a
wider series of related texts. As noted earll@s is why | contextualize my final
selection of photographs within a wider network/isual and written texts that are
relevant to the cleanups.

In his essayisual Anthropology: Image, Object and InterpredatiMarcus
Banks (1998) further problematizes the notion thatphotograph is an image of reality.
He argues that the idea of veracity—or the imagevasence—is based on the
assumption that control and intention lie with #ad&ho produce the image, and who
have faith in their ability to record reality orelih vision of reality convincingly” (Banks,
1998 p.15). But as discussed earlier, intentiggrablematic in that representation
functions as an active process requiring the ppdimon of readers in interpreting a
plurality of meanings. Banks (1998) further talk®at the ‘fallacy of the invisible
camera’, stressing the way in which documentamg production assumes that the
motion camera can best capture ‘natural’ behaviabelief that goes back to the natural
science paradigm and the notion that the camexa@utral recording device (p.18).

To summarize, in using a combination of profesdipnass and amateur
photographs as an entry point of discussion inéaitht cleanup events, | consider the

following methodological assumptions:
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. Photographs as visual signs?hotographs can broadly be thought of as
embodying signifying practices that need to berpreted (Barthes, 1977;
Hall, 1997).

. Interpretation is socially and historically located However, there is no
‘one’ single interpretation of meaning; the prodoictof meaning is relational
and exists within a continuously evolving cultura(l, 1997).

. Flexible/loose use of signifier-signified dichotomyWhile these are useful
analytical concepts, | will be using them impligitvithin the larger umbrella
of representation as on their own they may proaigenhelpful dichotomy
between the material and the ideal. Instead | denghe interconnection
between signifier and signified, the body and tetbgy, and between
sociality and materiality, through notions like feemativity and the agentic
gualities of artifacts, people, places and evatdtdl{raad, 2006; Pels et al.,
2002; Butler, 1997; Gell, 1998).

. Intertextuality and discourse: Moreover, photographs gain meaning when
read against one another, in relation to the t@sxosnding them and within
the larger discursive formations and relationsaf@r within which they are
produced, disseminated and read/viewed (Barth&4,; 2%all, 1997; Foucault,
1980).

. Photographs as ‘partial truths’: ‘Documentary’ photographs (such as the
ones used in my case) can be thought of as prayalipartial’ truth to the

riot cleanup events. While photographs may cagasts in bearing testimony
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to events, they are also constructed through théghapher’s interpretation
and visual framing of the events, as well as thhoting process of their
publication (Strathern, 2004; Harper, 1998; Ha99Z, Fulton, 1988).

f. Problematized authorship: Nevertheless, | will not be limiting my
interpretation of meaning to the intentionalityanfthors (Barthes, 1977,
Banks, 1998). As stated above, | seek to expla&etbduction of meaning
through a series of photographs and the way themmg operates within a

wider discourse.

2.6.POSITIONALITY

The ways in which | analyzed the production of megmn the riot cleanups is
based on the assumption that my reading of theoghaphs as texts is culturally,
historically and politically located, and also skdpy my own background and
positionality. In this section, | outline some bétfactors that have influenced my
positionality in relation the cleanups and the wawhich | have worked through the
interpretation process.

In thinking through positionality as relational,nstantly changing and able to
offer a multiplicity of viewpoints (Haraway, 199Geiger, 1990), my own location as
part-insider/part-outsider has influenced my intetgtion of the events. Having moved
to the UK at the age of 16 (almost 10 years agohfGreece, my viewpoint is often
developed in opposition to certain normative ideggirelating to class, race and national

culture, identifying more easily with hybrid andgrant identities and histories. Since |
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have spent so much time in England and London speeifically, my understanding of
the historical and the political is partly develdpeaturally’ through having lived there.
However, as an outsider, having moved their 10syago from another country, | have
had to do additional work in understanding the weayhich official history operates
within political and national culture in the UK.

Moreover, from my perspective, the protests andititecleanups have largely
been swept under the carpet. While some importaadeamic and media projects are
underway such as the Reading the Riots projectistraam newspapers now rarely
report on anything related to the events. Moreower riot cleanup events received very
little critical attention at the time (August, 2Q1&nd instead were dismissed as
whimsical, spontaneous and fun events. So in myymays, my positionality is also
influenced by what | see as the necessityeafemberindoth the riots and their
cleanupsas | believe they tell a larger story about powearashics in London at the
moment. More specifically, | chose to focus in deph exclusive representational
practices which received little critical attenti@md particularly those that relate to the
creation of exclusive identities at the intersatid class, race, gender and nation. For
example, | have noticed the racial and class tropasected to the cleanup events are
more often invoked in conversations | have had witeagues in the U.S. In the UK,
this interpretation is still considered taboo, aitrly among the white middle-classes,
which | feel is symptomatic of the neoliberal disiue context in which class and race
are increasingly de-politicized (Kapoor, 2011). $hwhile my interpretation of the

events is socially, historically and culturally &ed, | have also chosen to narrow down
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my interpretation of meaning based on the way t@ee what is being ignored and

forgotten, and what needs to be remembered.
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Chapter 3: Literature Review
3.1.OVERVIEW

In the first part of this chapter, | seek to pravalcritical review of the
relationship between embodiment and identity coesitvn, focusing specifically on (1)
how identity formation comes about through embodgiedormance; (2) how such
embodied practice is influenced by ‘somatic northat make some bodies more ‘out of
place’ than others; (3) how emotions influence aloand bodily alignments in space, and
(4) the relationship between technology and theyblmdthe second part, | seek to
contextualize the riot cleanups by examining howams of purity and cleanliness
developed historically in relation to questionsytidle class respectability. | also
discuss a series of contemporary examples of howtwd is regulated in the context of
the neighborhood in the UK, while also reviewinguanber of theories on whiteness and

nation making in the context of postcoloniality.

3.2.EMBODIMENT

Judith Butler’'s (1988) conceptualization of thefpamative is useful in
examining how identities are constructed througipaeal acts. Central to Butler's
(1988) theory is that the body is not a fact, bhtstorical construction constituting a set
of “continuously materializing possibilities”. Whilstressing that the body is constrained
by historical conventions, Butler (1988) understatiee formation of the gendered self as
a process in which identity is “instituted throumistylized repetition of acts”.

Effectively, Butler stresses that this ‘doing’ aécburse is shaped by existing formations
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of knowledge, and that it is within these discuesanactments that social subjects are
produced. In her words, she describes performgiivithe following way:

...if aword ...might be said to ‘do’ a thing, thérappears that the word not only

signifies a thing, but that this signification wéllso be an enactment of the thing.

It seems here that the meaning of a performativesdao be found in this apparent

coincidence of signifying and enacting. (Butler9%9p.198)

In other words, Butler’s notion of performativitglates to the way in which a
signifying practice enacts or generates that whialso names (Ahmed, 2004).
Moreover, in rejecting theatrical notions of permf@nce, Butler argues that the
performative act succeeds only to the extent thapeats and cites norms and
conventions that already exist (Butler, 1993, p.18ppplying the notion of
performativity to different identity formations,dtbody is understood to take shape
through iterative performances that are conditidmgdontext and controlled across
boundaries of gender, race, class and sexuality.

If the performance of the body is regulated byipalar historical narratives, the
notions of visibility and invisibility become impi@ant analytical lenses in understanding
how some bodies are made more ‘out of place’ thlaers. InSpace Invaders: Race,
Gender and Bodies Out of Plad¢irmal Puwar (2008) uses the notion of the ‘samat
norm’ in arguing that the white male body is aldgass as the ‘universal human’

because it remains invisible, while acquiring pedit legitimacy because of the very way
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in which it is perceived as disembodied (Purwaf&@4%. On the other hand, bodies
that are seen as out of place—classed, genderaljzad, disabled—gain heightened
visibility from not being the norm, inviting suspo and surveillance (Purwar, 2008,
p.54).

Importantly, Tim Creswell approaches the notiomadies out of place by
focusing on the way in which normative landscapefsnd what behavior is appropriate.
In exploring how marginalized bodies are deemetatiasgress the ‘proper’ use of public
space through ‘deviant’ behavior such as grafiiteswell (1996) argues that the
performance of respectability allows other bod@define their “in placeness”. Thus, the
process of being in place is relational and based series of ideologicaéXpectations
about behavior that relate a position in a sodralcsure to actions in space” (Cresswell,
1996, p.3, author’'s emphasis). Taking the streanasxample, many expectations about
behavior are written in law but most are impligitumstated (Cresswell, 1996, p.3).

If public space is constantly negotiated and helténsion between efforts to both
purify it and to transgress its regulations (Cre=dsvt996), Katherine McKittrick (2006)
further problematizes the way bodies are made fopliace by relating the notion to the
reproduction of normative spatial binaries. Shaiasghat racial, sexual and economic
hierarchies are naturalized by the repetitive gpastion of “difference” from a white,

heterosexual and classed vantage point (p.xv). sfeenvokes the notion of transparent

2 In the context of the protests, it will interegfito analyze how the somatic norm was re-assentedgh
the embodiment of authority or the police, BBC coamtators, politicians, and the ‘riot cleanup
operations’. To what extent did bodies exhibit Pdsvaotions of “gentrified heroic masculinity” orsense
of “aggression despite claim of bourgeois ratiagé&® (Puwar, 2008, p. 83)
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space, or the way in which dominant geographiedased on the assumption that space
“‘just is” and that what we see is true:
If whowe see is tied up witiwherewe see through truthful, commonsensical
narratives, then the placement of subaltern batkesptively hardens spatial
binaries, in turn suggesting that some bodies lopglemme bodies do not
belong...( McKittrick, 2006, p.xv, author’'s emphasis)
For example, McKittrick describes the ways in whickditional geographies
continuously portray blackness as naturally “gheé&d” (p.11), assuming geographic
inferiority and thus warranting the need to stayglace” (p.9). She notes how these
stereotypes of dispossession are based in colixctiahs of the “seemingly
ungeographic” (p.5).

Emotions also play an important role in the wayasidhble bodies are deemed as
dangerous or out of place (Kern, 2011). In herye%annecting embodiment, emotion
and gentrification: An exploration through the gree of yoga in Toronto”, Leslie Kern
(2011) argues that emotional encounters such ashebdesire produce geographies of
exclusion and inclusion. In identifying bodies Bs sites of emotions, and as “ways of
knowing, understanding and communicating with tleglevaround us” (Davidson and
Milligan, 2004; Hubbard, 2005; Anderson and Sn2®01), Kern explores how middle
class, body-centered consumption practices work-ghape neighborhood landscapes,
while allowing for the visualization of ‘desirablahd ‘healthy’ bodies.

In The Cultural Politics of Emotiorgara Ahmed (2004) further problematizes the

role of emotions in aligning bodily and social spaBy focusing on how emotions are
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mediated, in that “what we feel is dependent on pdsrpretations that are not
necessarily made by us”, Ahmed conceptualizes em®sgimilarly to Kern (2011), as a
form of knowing:

...knowledge is bound up with what makes us sweadér, tremble, all those

feelings that are crucially felt on the bodily sagé, the skin surface where we

touch and are touched by the world. (Ahmed, 2004p.1

For example, in examining the politics of fear—amoéion central to the way in
which meaning was produced in the aftermath ofithts—Ahmed (2004) argues that
the production of fear is dependent on historieassiciations and particular narratives
that are already in place, of what or who is fearsdgp.62). If the proximity of a passing
object of fear is imagined as the possibility twatmay be injured in the future (Ahmed,
2004, p.67), Ahmed (2004) stresses that it iseheed body that subsequently fears, as
he/she is “crushed by that fear, by being sealeddrbody that tightens up, and takes up
less space” (p.69). Thus, fear enables some buamligshabit and move in public space
through restricting the mobility of other bodiessjgaces that are enclosed or contained”
(Ahmed, 2004, p.69).

Ahmed (2004) links fear to the emotion of loveshe emphasizes that turning
away from the object of fear simultaneously invelterning towards the object of love
(p. 68). She demonstrates this through Franz Farfanious example of the frightened
white boy who shouts ‘Look, a Negro!” before retwlinto the arms of his ‘safe’ mother
(Fanon, 1952). She develops her argument furthanbiyzing the global economies of

fear after 9/11. Fear in this case comes aboutgtrohe distinction of those who are
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‘under threat’ and those who ‘threaten’ (p.72).tBsning away from the object of fear,
American citizens were encouraged to turn towandsne’, a movement which involves
a repetition of signs of ‘fellowship’ (p.74). Thigas demonstrated through the parading
of flags outside homes for example, allowing “exgsiens of fear to be lived as patriotic
declarations of love” (p.74). Effectively, suchgadments allow some bodies to take up
more space than others, while restricting the otfiat are seen as associated with
terrorism (p.79). | will return to the politics twve later in this chapter.

Finally, the relationship between the body and netbgy is an important element
in the process of identity formation. Challengihg tommon perception that nationalism
is “peripheral”, Michael Billig (1995) argues th#e nation is reproduced through
embodied habits. In other words, Billig's (1995}ina of ‘banal nationalism’ is
concerned with everyday expressions and the daiiiires and practices that define
national citizens’ identity, from eating, to reaglior the unnoticed display of a flags on
buildings. Through such practices, Billig argudbgte is a continual ‘flagging’, or
reminding, of nationhood” (1995, p.8).

Emily Grabham (2009) draws on Billig’s theory oéthanal and on Ahmed and
Stacey’s (2001) work on the potential for skinftag’ difference in her exploration of
how different forms of surgery can evoke natiorgbhging. She does this by looking at
the way in which aesthetic surgeries on ‘white’jeats facilitate the alignment of
‘white’ bodies with a white nation, while also Idolg at how the US media coverage of
Irag veteran’s prosthetic limbs works to “re-emin@tions of the US as transcendent

Christian nation” (Grabham, 2009). In emphasizimgway in which technologies are
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not added to the body, but are a means in andghratnich bodies are constituted and
positioned (Sullivan, 2001), studies like Billi$995) and Graham’s (2009) are
particularly relevant in understanding how idesstivere constructed through the use of

material objects in the riot cleanups.

3.3.GENEALOGIES OF MIDDLE CLASS RESPECTABILITY AND PROPR IETY

| now want to look at the way in which bodies arada ‘in place’ and ‘out of
place’ through historical definitions of proprieand respectability, as this was a key
element of the riot cleanups. In tracing the osgih middle-class propriety, domesticity
and cleanliness, Anne McClintock’s (1996)perial Leatheroffers a number of
important insights that connect respectabilityriardgersection of identities. McClintock
(1995) argues that the Victorian need to constiga boundaries, fetishes, absolution
rituals and liminal scenes is linked to the crtkigt emerged out of the imperial body’s
location and movement between the metropolis atahs (p.33).

Moreover, the self-definition of the middle-classk shape against both the
Victorian aristocracy and working class, in that thiddle-class earned a living and
owned property. The domestic realm became cemtr&gresenting the notion of
propriety, while at the same time allowing for tencealment of female domestic labor.
The home was also a crucial site in exposing tleetsple of the commodity, which by
now had taken shape as the essential form of acobwral system for representing

social value (McClintock, 1995, p.208).
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In this context, didquickly became a Victorian fetish. Representin@ginkas
left over after exchange value had been extractéide production of commodities, and
effectively revealing the evidence of manual lalte, fetish of dirt became a way to
police the boundaries “between “normal” sexualitg &dirty” sexuality, “normal” work
and “dirty” work and “normal” money and “dirty” may” (McClintock, 1995, p.154). In
other words, dirt came to represent a crisis in@ah the way it contradicted the liberal
logic that social wealth is created by the ratiqeraiciples of the market and not my the
labor of the body (McClintock, 1995):

Smeared on trousers, faces, hands and aprongadirthe memory trace of

working class and female labor, unseemly evidehatethe fundamental

production of industrial and imperial wealth laytire hands and bodies of the

working class, women and the colonized (McClintat$95, p.154).

Cleaning itself, McClintock maintains, has no irdr@rmeaning (p.170). Instead,
it is through the demarcation of social boundatted value is created, as “dirt is
segregated from hygiene, order from disorder, asorder from meaning and confusion”
(p-170). In the context of Victorian middle classksticity, cleaning became a fetish

through a preoccupation with giving social valudtmndary objects (door knobs,

3In Purity and Danger: An Analysis of Concepts of Pitiln and TabooMary Douglas similarly argues
that “[d]irt is essentially disorder...in chasingtdirre-ordering our environment, making it conformaio
idea” (p.2). Giiliz Ger (2004) also offers a usefubrview of cleaning practices, principally in Bpe and
America: while Leonore Davidoff (1995) links thenfition of cleanliness in the $@nd 28 Centuries to

the imposition of order and disorder, Arnould (1p68nnects cleaning to ritualized hope and mage as
strategy to resolved intractable social problemsr(@G004, p.3). Ger (2004) also outlines the ways i
which cleaning practices set the boundaries betwkesses, between inside and outside, betweenidamil
and unfamiliar and between safety and danger. Bbenates how cleaning is often expressed as a mome
of festivity, particularly in the negotiation ofdtperceived safety of spaces.
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windowsills) that symbolized the threshold betw#@nprivate and the public. For
example, McClintock talks about the way in whichnHah Cullwick’s imperative to
clean and order objects in the house was perfofmeah infinity of repetition without
progress or perfection” (p.170).

Soap acted as a similar fetish in the policingdbendaries of class, gender and
race identity during a time of crisis and in a sborder that felt “threatened by the fetid
effluvia of the slums...imperial competition and aotonial resistance” (McClintock,
1995, p.201). Beyond its use as technology of $pciafication, it also functioned as a
way to consolidate national identity through thé ofidomesticity (McClintock, 1995,
p.207), as the bar soap embodied the relationsgtipden domesticity and empire (p.
208). As Mosse argues (as cited in Fellows & Raza8R8, p.349), this national
consolidation allowed for bourgeois morality to bew® “everyone’s morality.”

National consolidation was also achieved throughcttnnection between middle
class domesticity and the exercise of citizenshiMary Louise Fellows and Sherene
Razack (1998) argue iiThe Race to Innocence: Confronting Hierarchicalaiens
among Women.” In other words, while the middle slaeme became the site of self-
discipline and order through close control overrttenner of living, it also became a site
where a class was reproduced by connecting theithdil to the making a new liberal
democratic order (p.345). Thus, they argue thacigiined, self-regulating bourgeois
bodies (Foucault, 1991) were emboldened to clamritfht to participate as citizens in

the body politic” (Fellows & Razack, 1998, p.345).
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If respectability, and its converse, degeneradgwedd for the assertion of middle
class membership through relations of dominatiahsarbordination, Fellows and
Razack (1998) pay particular attention to the wespectability structured relations
among women. For example, the ‘slum’ - which waftnéel as being inhabited by
prostituted women and other ‘degenerate’ classezs-also marked in opposition to the
middle class home with its ‘lady,” while insideesthome the ‘lady’ was further
differentiated from female domestic workers. Le@Davidoff (1979) outlines this
hierarchical relationship like this:

Prostitutes, who were seen as the potential saifrseth physical and moral

contagion for middle-class men, were also casttimtoregion [the slum].

Defenders of prostitution saw it as a necessatitutisn which acted as a giant

sewer, drawing away the distasteful but inevitatdste products of male

lustfulness, leaving the middle-class householdrarttile-class ladies pure and
unsullied. None of the inhabitants of this twiligttthe could ever aspire to be
included in the “body politic” but had to be hiddand controlled wherever

possible (Davidoff [1979] as quoted in Fellows &akzack [1998]: 247).

Thus, McClintock (1995), Fellows and Razack (19&&) Davidoff (1979) urge
us to think about the multiple and intersecting sveywhich notions of dirt and impurity

informed the construction of class, gender anchtdgerarchies in Victorian England.
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3.4.THE POLITICS OF RESPONSIBILIZATION

The notion of the ‘responsible’ subject becomedraéim contemporary concerns
about the respectable behavior of bodies in pudplace. Notions of purity and
cleanliness still play an important role in the stwaction and reproduction of social
boundaries and identities, but they come to bewddied in slightly different terms. For
example, the ‘neighborhood’ — a site which will bete important in the analysis of the
riot cleanups — can be thought of as an ‘imagir@draunity’ (Anderson, 1991) that
coheres around a set of ideals. Anderson defireerdtion as an “imagined political
community”, whose members do not necessarily knagh@ther face to face, but
identify as part of the same space throtagyeep, horizontal comradeship” (1991,
p.224).

The ideal of a homogenous neighborhood is alscoegglby Howard Hallman
(as cited in Ahmed, 2000, p.25), who defined thiglm@rhood as having the quality of
being ‘neighborly’, while comparing successful coomties to a healthy body where
‘like people’ live in proximity to each other (p.23mportantly, Ahmed (2000) notes:

The analogy between the ideal neighbourhood arehlihty body serves to define

the ideal neighbourhood as fully integrated, hommoges, and sealed: it is like a

body that is fully contained by the skin...This ingdithat a good healthy

neighbourhood does not leak outside itself, andé@elmes not let outsiders (or

foreign agents/virus) in. (p.25)

At the same time, Ahmed (2000) argues that Hallsianage of the ideal or pure

community is accompanied by the assumption offeiéet neighborhood’, where
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neighbors are no longer ‘neighborly’ to each otlredl where the imagined threat is
identified as coming from within the community.dther words, Ahmed explains that “it
is the very potential of the community to fail whits required for the constitution of the
community” (2000, p.26). If the stranger then comes to emlbbatywhich “must be
expelled from the purified space of the commun{@hmed, 2000, p.22), the idea of
proximity becomes central in the way that the rextogn, or the ‘knowing again’, of
strangers becomes a question of “how to survivetbrimity of strangers.who have
already taken shapép.2, author’'s emphasis) in the world of every@ggounters.
Examples include the way in which the loitering p@tvith no purpose”) is perceived as
a threat to the neighborhood because it is nobgpgart in the “exchanges of capital that
transform spaces into places” of value (Ahmed, 2@081), while immigrants become
the “ultimate violent strangers...outsiders in théaraspace”, as “cultural difference
becomes the text upon which the fear of crime iten” (p.36).

The potential of the community to fail is also apgrd in recent government
discourse. Andrew Wallace (2010) convincingly asgtieat New Labour’s model of
‘community’ was used as a normative rationale lfigr tegeneration and governance of
designated urban space, reflecting the wider shtfie devolution of government
services and the creation of local ‘partnershipsthis case, the community is imagined
as a spatially bound entity that becomes the fofg®vernment behavioral and moral
scrutiny (Wallace, 2010). Wallace (2010) suggdsas & key aspect of this neo-
communitarian logic is the mobilization of a falitte which divides the decent

responsible majority from a deviant, antisocial anity (p.815). This fault line is seen as
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necessary to “support the agency of the responsilgelicing the feckless that cause the
low-level nuisance” (pp.814-815). According to A&imin (2005), this normative
definition of community allows the local to be rgerpreted as the cause, consequence
and solution to social and spatial inequality (An#05:614 as quoted in Wallace, 2010,
p. 810).

Over the last 15 years, this normative discourssbaimunity has also
legitimated the creation of a punitive criminaltjae system, and the implementation of
invasive policies to control ‘anti-social’ behaviorpublic and private spaces (Skeggs,
2005). In “Governing Neighbours: Anti-social Behawi Order and New Forms of
Regulating Conduct in the UKFlint and Nixon (2006) argue that housing has becam
central site in which the new politics of conduc played out, through policies like
Anti-social Behaviout Orders, Acceptable Behaviour Contracts, Parer@irdgrs,
Tenancy Agreements, Probationary Tenancies and Geahbour Agreements. Central
to these community and contractual policies isidiea of creating a coalition of local
governors, placing renewed emphasis on the raledofiduals, the voluntary,
community and private sectors through appealsdadba of ‘community’ and the need
for active citizenship (p.952).

The communitarian underpinnings of community gogaege that urge residents

to become self-governing and responsible citizemsaiso be understood within a wider

4 At the time when Flint and Nixton were writinggethlome Office identified anti-social behavior as
“fundamentally caused by a lack of respect for pgfeople” (Home Office, 2003, p.7). The author®als
discuss how government discourse links the promatifdcivility’ to the responsibility of individua as
citizens, parents, neighbors and members of contrearfHome office, 2003). (p. 939/940). The current
definition of anti-social behavior is “any aggregsiintimidating or destructive activity that dareagr
destroys another person's quality of life” (Homécef 2012).
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ideology of ‘responsibilization’ (Andrejevic, 20Q6)he notion of responsibilization is
often conceptualized as form of neoliberal govecean which subjects take on the
responsibilities of monitoring behavior upon thelsg, as more direct and top-down
forms of welfare are displaced (Andrejevic, 200835).

Similarly, Mark Andrejevic (2006) suggests that W on terrorism “is the first
war you can access from your desk” as the intaragtiomise of the internet allows
citizens to participate in the collection of infaatron on war itself as “...‘passive’
spectators are urged to become active participaimsl4l). For example, Koskela
(2011) explores the way volunteer observers takeipa process of ‘patriotic
voyeurism’ by monitoring the Texas-Mexico bordemir the comfort of their home
through the Texas Virtual Watch Program.

Such practices of lateral surveillance are alseligped in Neighborhood Watch
schemes. Sara Ahmed (2000) argues that in sucmsshéhe expulsion of the ‘criminal’
body becomes institutionalized through the enfor@nof the boundaries that allow
neighborhoods to be imagined as pure. Particupopular in middle class areas where
there is higher valued property to protect (Ahn2@00, p.27) and where residents are
likely to collaborate with the police, the UK Nelgtrhood Watch schemes becomes a
model of ‘good citizenship’, allowing residentsdffectively self-monitor and self-police
those bodies that are seen as ‘out of place’, valiitaving for the production of safe

places that have value or ‘ideal character’ (Ahn2Z8f)0, p.26).

5 Here Andrejevic (2006) refers to a number of p#rtitory Homeland Security campaigns that urge
citizens to become responsible and citizens, farmg{e by taking part in a ‘neighborhood watch paogr
against terrorism’(p.449)
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The theme of proximity is brought to the foregrduomce again, as valued
property is protected by the proximity of nearbylies (Ahmed, 2000, p.28). The notions
of heroism and ‘legitimate’ citizenship becomeicat in this form of surveillance as
“Neighborhood Watch purifies the space of the comitytthroughpurifying the life of
the good citizenwhose life becomes heroic, dedicated to fighéigginst crime and
disorder” (Ahmed, 2000, p.28, author's emphasis).

The way in which citizenship is framed around consebout pure or impure
behavior is also central to the formation of middiss identities. In “The Making of
Class and Gender Through Visualizing Moral Subjexzimation”, Bev Skeggs (2005)
argues that hen partfasark the limit to propriety in public space, thghumiddle class
associations of pollution, danger, distaste ané@exbeterosexuality (p.974). Skeggs
(2005) underscores how such representations obpriedntly white working class
women are based on a need to construct ethicalespdnsible middle class identities.
Here, Skeggs (2005) connects contemporary clasgatan to a discourse of ‘choice’. In
other words, this conception of the ethical is dase the individual’s ability or inability
to ‘choose’ their behavior or “repertoire of thdfs§.973).

Similarly to McClintock (1995), Skeggs (2005) foesson the process of
boundary construction or reconstruction in her eptealization of class formation.
Importantly, Skeggs (2005) moves beyond a Marxashemic conception of class,

stressing the way class is made through cultudakeggpremised on morality, embodied

6 In the UK, a hen party is an informal party formen only; it is usually held for a woman shortlydye
she is married.
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in personhood and realized as a value in a symbpéitem of exchange (p. 969). Skeggs
(2005) further theorizes class agelational processconstantly shifting and contested:

It is the process of evaluation, moral attributaord authorization in the

production of subjectivity that, | would argue central to understanding

contemporary class relations. (p. 976)

If middle-class identities are produced relatiopalhd rely on the expulsion and
exclusion of what is held to be working-classnéssyMer, 2005), one of the ways in
which the moral subject comes to differentiatelfitsethrough the expression of disgust.
In “Disgusted subjects: the making of middle-claksntities”, Stephanie Lawler (2005)
focuses on expressions of disgust at working-aagsence in the British media and
public forums, as a way to explore what this tefisabout normative and normalized
middle class identities.

Skeggs (2005) further argues that disgust is orteenffective responses to
monstrosity, in the sense that monstrous repres@méavork to lessen concerns around
the proximity of uneasy categories and comfort (Kmrs, 1995; Probyn, 2000). In this
way, she suggests that disgust allows for the foamaf collectivity:

Expressions of disgust enable one to repel bedaegaely on public

acknowledgement ...when something or someone isnkgid as excessive,

immoral, disgusting, and so on, it provides coliecteassurance that we are not

alone in our judgment of the disgusting object...@js 2005, p.970)

If we return to Flint and Nixon’s (2006) point tithe new politics of conduct

emphasize the active practice of ‘civility’ or resysibility, and to Skegg’s (2005) point
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that there has been a conceptual shift in the mtextuof moral knowledge so that we
come to focus on ‘good’ and not ‘bad’, Ahmed (2084ues that a similar phenomenon
can be observed in the politics of love. In notichow it is common for ‘*hate groups’ to
re-name themselves as organizations of love, Ah{2@0d4) traces the significance of the
use of ‘love’ within fascist groups and asks thesion: “How has politics become a
struggle over who has the right to name themsedsexcting out of love?” (p.122).

She observes how such groups become concernetheitiellbeing of others
through an association with ‘positive value’ and tieed to save loved others (p.123).
Moreover, she notices how a number of websites@tnmomen to the role of defending
the nation, hence reproducing the connection betwespectable femininity, maternity
and nation making (Ahmed, 2004). However Ahmed £@0nphasizes that:

This positing of woman as an image of the natiamoisnew. As critics such as

Anne McClintock (1995) have shown us, this condlatof the face of the nation

with the face of a woman has a long history anaifgsaio the gendering of what

the nation takes to be as itself (the masculingestithrough what it has (the

feminine object). (p.136)

If the work of love is connected to a national idé@dmed (2004) stresses how
individuals become aligned with collectives throulgair identification with an ideal that
others have failed. In the UK, the nation is ima&giras an ideal through the discourse of
multiculturalism which depends on an idealized fafhove (Ahmed, 2004). However,
she argues that this display of love in multicudtism is a humanist fantasy — the fantasy

that “if only we got closer we would be as on#fat works as a form of conditional love
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where ‘others’ are identified by the failure touet the national ideal (Ahmed, 2004,

p.138, author’'s emphasis).

3.5. WHITENESS, NATIONALISM AND SPACE

Finally, 1 would like to explore the way in whiclotlies are made ‘out of place’ in
relation to contemporary formations of racism aatianalism in the UK.

Barnor Hesse (1997), for example, explores the wawdhich nationalism is
rearticulated at the scale of the neighborhooth@asation is relegated to a symbolic
abstraction and the locality enlarged to connotecoete heritage and notions of
indigenous ‘whiteness’. This is made possible tgloprocesses of erasure or ‘white
amnesia’ as the history of imperialism is occluffeth the narration of the nation. The
creation of national identity is thus dependenttbe curious but duplicitous cultural
practice of projecting the discrepancies of thbéo's’ experience onto the dislocations
of the experience of ‘self” (Hesse, 1997, p.98).

However, Hesse (1997) also argues that the formatidocal nationalisms relies
on the creation of ambivalent boundaries. UsingnBanis (2000) notion of ‘liquid
modernity’ which arises as a consequence of theréio realize the grand
homogenizing narratives of nationalism, he poiatgards the ambivalence and
‘undecidability’ that exists when the boundary begéw the national self and the ‘other’ is
blurred (as cited in Hesse, 1997). Thus the prookdsferentiating friend from enemy is

constitutive of nation-making. Hesse (1997) dessibow this process allows for
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nationalism to both expel and absorb differencedastity is perceived as threatened of
contamination or in need of another missing dimam¢p.91).

Similarly to Hesse (1997), Katherine McKittrick () emphasizes the way in
which a false legacy of whiteness is created inthg blackness is continuously
conceived as being ‘outside’ the nation state. dittor explores the way in which black
Canadian geographies are “lived as unvisibility’9g) through a dominant conception of
black subjects as being absent and as being frizewiere’ (the Caribbean, the United
States) (p.99). This erasure is accomplished thrélagdscaping blackness out of the
nation”, for example in the commonly held beliedtiBlack Canada is only recent and
urban (p.96).

Criminality becomes another way in which ideas ation-purity are established.
For example, McKittrick notes how criminality isteh articulated around the
stereotypical image of Jamaican spillage into theration, while blackness is placed
“ethnically outside the nation and criminally insithe nation-and always recent” (2006,
p.102).

As Paul Gilroy stresses, this phenomenon has legral to British racism since
Enoch Powell’s ‘river of blood’ speech (2002, p.14th There Ain't no Black in the
Union Jack Gilroy (2002) further argues that representatiminslack presence in terms
of illegality, particularly in the aftermath of tH®81 protests, are bound up with the
experience of national crisis and decline andiakedl to the foundational idea that

legality is intrinsically bound up with nationallawre:
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Crime in general and black crime in particular dgrthe reverence for law which
has been accepted by left and right alike as furetiah component of
Englishness. From the right, law-breaking is seearaactive rejection of
civilization of which law is the most sacred exmies. From the left, it is the
policies of the authoritarian state and the refiartrof oppressive power,
especially in policing which have been identifiedoging essentially alien to
British traditions and destructive of the heritagdéreeborn Britons (Gilroy 2002,

p.91).

However, Gilroy (2004) stresses how some of theemecent anxieties expressed
in popular politics and discourse have to do witimaltilayered trauma” involved in
accepting the loss of empire (p.98). In other wp@ifoy explains how:

In this precarious national state, individual anolup identifications converge not

on the body of the leader or other iconic natiaigeéct...but in opposition to the

intrusive presence of the incoming strangers wiappted inside the local logic of
race, nation and ethnic absolutism not aejyresenthat vanished empire but
persistently refer consciousness to the unacknagel@gain of its loss and the

unsettling shame of its bloody management (2004 1).

This notion of postcolonial melancholia as Gilr@pQ4) terms it, becomes
central in understanding the multiple instantiasioh anxiety and fear that function to

make some bodies more ‘out of place’ than others.
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3.6. SUMMARY

Throughout this chapter, | argued that the studgmbodied practices is
important in examining the construction of idemistiand the way in which bodies are
made ‘out of place’ (Butler, 1988; Puwar, 2008; $3keell, 1996). | also emphasized the
concept of respectability and the way in whichaveloped historically through relations
of domination and subordination that operate adbosmdaries of class, race and gender
(Fellows & Razack, 1998; McClintock, 1995), whilederscoring how contemporary
notions of heritage and belonging are often nadriteough the erasure of colonial
history.

In the next chapter, | provide an overview of thetpsts and examine some of the
underlying reasons why they happened at this pdatienoment of history. Moreover, |
contextualize the riot cleanups within a wider agif community responses to the
protests, while also exploring some of the key tegmhat emerged through media and

government discourse in relation to both events.
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Chapter 4: Background
4.1.OVERVIEW

On Thursday 4 August 2011, 29 year old Mark Duggan was shot deetthe
police on Ferry Lane in Tottenham, North Londone Tetropolitan police had
attempted to arrest Duggan as part of a pre-plaopethtion under Trident. Trident is a
special police unit “[r]lesponsible for the preventiand investigation of shootings in
London’s communities and all gun related murdetsiwiLondon’s black communities”
(Metropolitan Police, n.d.). On Saturddy August, a crowd of about 120, including
Mark Duggan’s family, who had not received any mfation regarding the
circumstances of the shooting, held a demonstratiwside Tottenham police station.
They demanded that a senior officer come out dkdddo them, but the police kept on
prevaricating (Scott, 2011a). By the time a sugendent came out, Mark Duggan’s
family had already gone home. Soon after, a 16 giebgirl was allegedly battered to the
ground by police officers (Athwal, 2011; Lewis, 2Q1Tottenham erupted and
throughout the next three days, protests spreadndon and to other cities in England
including Bristol, Manchester, Birmingham, Liverp@md Wolverhampton. Police
stations, vehicles and officers, as well as comrakptoperty became the target of young
people’s frustrations in many regions (Elliot-Cog011).

Almost 4,000 people were arrested in the afterroathe protests, with hundreds
serving harsh and disproportionate sentences (Bibw&iddique & Sparrow, 2011). It
quickly emerged that the government had given thets a “directive” providing

guidance on their law and sentencing recommendatessentially ordering anyone
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involved in the protests be given a custodial sereg€Bowcott, 2011). Although this
later proved to be an underestimation, an éadgrdiananalysis revealed that the courts
were handing down prison sentences that were aage@5% longer than normal
(Rogers, 2011). Most notably, a young man wasddibe six months for stealing a bottle
of water (Aitkenhead, 2011), while Gordon ThompsoB4-year old man was given an
11 year sentence — the longest sentence so farsetting fire to the Reeves furniture
store in Croydon.

Very broadly, most of those involved in the prosestre young men from poor
areas. According to data collected at courts atdtmgland, 89% were male and 11%
femalé€, while 47% were aged 18 to 24, and 27% aged 1Q4imistry of Justice, 2012).
Although, as Muir and Adegoke (2011) stress, tHepdigures of those arrested cannot
be completely be reliable as studies repeatedigatel that minorities are more likely to
be arrested than others, an estimate from the wyro$ Justice (2012) of the proportion
of defendants brought to courts shows that 41%idelitified as white, 39% as black,
6% as Asian, 12% as mixed background and 2% as @heistry of Justice, 2012).

However, these figures varied significantly throaghthe country. In the North
London borough of Haringey which includes Tottenha@t?o self-identified as white,
36% as black, 4% as Asian, 7% as mixed, 3% as,ahdr28% did not state or no
information was recorded (Ministry of Justice, 2R18 Birmingham, 32% self-

identified as white, 35% as black, 14% as Asiafp B3 mixed, 1% as other and 6% did

7 Anecdotal accounts and interviews carried ouThg Guardiars study with the London School of
Economics show that the percentage of woman wadsehi@all, Matthew and Newburn, 2011).
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not state or no information was recorded (Ministhyjustice, 2012). Finally in Salford,
94% of the protesters brought before the courtsidehtified as white, 3% as black, and

3% as mixed (Ministry of Justice, 2012).

4.2.CAUSES OF PROTESTS

The story of Tottenham

Mark Duggan’s death follows that of a number oft€nham residents killed by
the Metropolitan Police, and also previous incigEnaef police brutality. In 1985, the
Broadwater Farms riots started after the deathlddek woman, Cynthia Jarrett, who
collapsed and died from a heart attack after pohoged her house. That event, and the
shooting of Dorothy Groce in Brixton one week earlied to widespread urban protests
around the country (Athwal, 2011). Cynthia Jarsetktath was followed by that of Joy
Gardner in 1993 from neighboring Crouch End, kilddle in detention by officers of
the Metropolitan Police’s extradition unit (Scrai&@icCulloch, 2006), and by that of
30-year-old Roger Sylvester in 1999, who died dfgng restrained by eight police
officers following an incident outside his homeTiattenham that resulted in his
detention under the Mental Health Act (Athwal, 2011

Moreover, the way in which Mark Duggan’s inquirysvaandled by the
Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCCgas/historical patterns of
institutional racism and impunity. Tottenham aatvstafford Scott (2011c) published an
indicting piece inThe Guardiaron the IPPC’s inquiry, announcing his resignatisra

community adviser. He explains how the IPPC gaveneous information to journalists
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regarding a “shoot-out” involving Duggan and polibhat didn’t actually happen. He also
reveals how the IPPC had ordered the removal afihé&ab from which Duggan was
taken before he was shot, claiming that the velugtgained no forensic evidence, which
in fact it did (Scott, 2011c). Mark Duggan was afeight black men killed under police
custody between January and August 2011 in the Taigl6r & Muir, 2011).
Policing and racism

Although the police killing of Mark Duggan triggeréhe initial protests in
Tottenham, anger over his death and with the paotioee generally fuelled and
contributed to the broader uprisings (Lewis, Newbhdraylor, Ball, 2011). This history
of police brutality requires us to examine the wayghich more and more young people
have been subjected to processes of criminalizatien the last 30 years. Prison
numbers in England and Wales are repeatedly repageeaching a record high, while a
recent report by the chief inspector of prisonsaghthat young black men account for
nearly 40% of the population of youth jails (Trg\2911).

Moreover, new terrorism legislation in the afterimaf 9/11 and the 7/7
bombings have also meant that the police carrnhontreds and thousands of searches,
with figures showing that none of them have lednarrest (Travis, 2010). The
criminalization of working class and minority youthalso evident in the introduction of
punitive community-based civil orders like Anti-SaldBehaviour Order (ASBOSs), or

probation programs like Community Payb3dentencing young people to undertake

8 Introduced in 2008 as part of a larger governmpeogram seeking to ‘open’ up the criminal justice
system to the publiccommunity Paybackentences young people to undertake between “43@mhd
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hours of unpaid labor wearing bright orange jackats “Community Payback” written
on the back of them. In a speech to community lesaiceTottenham, Gilroy (2011a)
argues that such policies represent the militagnatf the policing structure:

If we go down that road, we're headed toward aetptihat's run on the basis of

mass imprisonment. And that's not just about matkhegorisons bigger and

fuller, making them engines for making money favate corporations, but it's

also about turning your schools into prisons, amdihg your streets into prisons,

and turning your community into something that'scmmore like a prison

(para.7 [speech transcript] ).

Police stop and search tactics have specificainla the forefront of young
people’s discontent with the police. At the mométack people are 30 times more likely
than white people to be stopped and searched Igepal England and Wales
(Townsend, 2012). These figures refer to stop-aatehes figures under Section 60 of
the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994 whatlows police to search anyone in a
designated area without specific grounds for suspi€Townsend, 2012).

Moreover, South Asian people are 42 times moreéyiteebe held under Section 7
of the Terrorism Act 2000, which allows police tofs people at ports and airports for up

to nine hours without the need for reasonable si@pthat they are involved in any

hours” of unpaid labor in their neighborhoods, whitaking them hyper-visible by forcing them to wear
bright orange jackets with “Community Payback” veiit on the back. According to the Ministry of Josti
website (2011), “about 100,000 individuals are seo¢d to Community Payback each year across England
and Wales with over 8.8 million hours of unpaid Wwoompleted last year” (para.5). Under the new
conservative administration and in the aftermatthef‘riots’, the program is now to go “full timegs
“offenders” will have to work a minimum of 28 housser four days, with the fifth day spent lookiray f

full time employment (Ministry of Justice, 2011).
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crime (Dodd, 2011)in an interview withiThe GuardianKape, Miller, O’'Connell,
Robertson, & Smith, 2011b), a man who took pathaprotests talked about how:

Young black back boys are always at the brunt efstiop and search tactics, you

know...we’re always the ones that get stopped andtised, stripped searched,

naked, private parts flashing, ain’t found nothihgge just been subjected to strip
search and you ain’t found nothing, and | can’tdhae compensation, and not
even a sorry or nothing.

While police stop and searches affect black anami\eien disproportionately, the
criminalization of working class communities moengrally points to a wider thread
linking Mark Duggan’s death the spread of the rintether parts of the country, as
activist Adam Elliot-Cooper points out:

Stop and search had increased by over 300% iraghédn years for African and

Caribbean males, over 200% for Asian males and H@@%¥o for White males.

These much-cited statistics reflect the multic@turature of what became the

riots, but also explains the genesis in the Blamkmunities of Tottenham.

(2011,para.b)

Poverty

Growing social inequality was another principal safor the protests. In
interviews, young people complained repeatedly abmployment discrimination, a
lack of opportunity, being broke, not being caredlfy the government, and the recent

cuts targeting education (Sky News, 12 August 2001)er protesters talked about
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having no job or earning money, not being ableufgpsrt families, being discouraged to
go to university (Kape, Miller, O’Connell, Roberst& Smith, 2011b ) and about the
divided worlds of London that never meet (Fergugii1).

The current coalition government’s recent poli¢ciase also exacerbated existing
inequalities. Some salient examples include tipdinig of university fees, the scrapping
of the educational maintenance allowance (EMA) sigports students from low-
income families, the privatization of state schaote academies that run like businesses,
as well as dramatic welfare cuts targeting houstngimunity facilities, job, family and
disability allowances. Reflecting on young peoplesponse to the riots collected by
youth groups in Tottenham, Elliot-Cooper writes:

Many young people wrote that cuts to educatiomittg and employment

opportunities played a big part in spurring onetet They did not need

academics to tell them there are over 30 unemplpgegle for every vacancy in

Haringey at the moment, or the psychological effetttuition fees tripling to

£9000 for university students. (2011, para.11)

4.3.MEDIA AND GOVERNMENT RESPONSES

As John Solomos (2011) succinctly argues, the ALROE1 protests were
primarily interpreted through the lens of crimityliconsumerism, morality and
technology by the mainstream media and the govemhrii¢hile David Cameron
dismissed the events as “criminality pure and sghfDavid Cameron on the riots, 2011)

the mainstream media corroborated this respongedoging on the acts of ‘looting’ and

50



‘criminality’, describing them as a product of ‘gg\. For exampleThe Telegraph
published a comment piece on thed August 2011 entitled “[t]he criminals who shame
our nation”.

This, of course, is not a new theme. Cameron’s weatho Margaret Thatcher’s
response to the 1981 protests when she said thatlijng, but nothing, justifies what
happened . . . They were criminal, criminal” (T\tdrview for ITN, 1981). Moreover,
relations of enmity and references to war were usedticulating the idea of an ‘enemy
within’ through the figure of the criminal. Neighttmods were repeatedly described as
being ‘under attack’ or looking like ‘war zones’eferences to apocalyptic films liliZ8
Days Laterwere also common while descriptions of fear andined to ‘stay safe’ were
prevalent on social media websites.

While looting was also treated as a surprise ameliywin the 1981 and 1985
protests (Gilroy, 2011b) the media and public delfatus in 2011 focused
disproportionately on this. Typically, commentatorade references to the ‘rise of
consumer society’ as a way explain the widespreawadje of commercial property.
Moreover, the media placed particular focus on mépgp and publishing photographs of
burning shops (see Chapter 7), while also constigiein image of people “engaged in
forms of shopping by looting” (Solomos, 2011, p&ya.Sociologist Zygmunt Bauman’s
commentary piece was often used to support suabuats. In it he argues that “[t]these
are riots of defective and disqualified consumé¢Bsiuman, 2011).

The notion that the ‘riots’ were caused by a breakdin morality was another

central theme in media discussions and in publate For example, in his speech on
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August 18" 2011, David Cameron (Cameron, 2011) contends'tihatriots were not
about race...government cuts...poverty” but abouhdveor” and a “slow-motion moral
collapse that has taken place in parts of our cgunt

Similarly, journalist and author Toby Young (201%apgested that the Prime
Minister should declare a state of emergency, ira@osurfew and introduce drafting in
the army if the rioting continued. He also feltttha was “witnessing the collapse of
Western civilization as depicted in countless Hothpd disaster movies” (para.7), while
in another article he compares the riots to a steme Lord of the Flies, arguing that
“moral relativism is to blame, not gang culture0{2b):

[w]hat the “rioters...lack isn't material wealth oeamingful employment, but a

moral framework that enables them to see that simgshop windows and

setting fire to cars — and stealing — is wrong @f)Jpara.14)

Finally, technology became another important themexplaining the cause and
spread of the protests, as the government and roedsdructed the former as being
connected to the use Bfack Berry Messenggerwitter andFacebook The government
threatened to shut down social media websitesdriuture, whileThe Surpublished the
headline “[r]oll up and loot. Rioting thugs use Twer to boost their numbers in thieving
store raids” (Flynn, 2011). Once again, blamingptexdogy is not new. In 1981, there
were stories that people communicated using “E£didsd, while during the LA riots,
continuous TV coverage was blamed and in Franeecdlises of the riots were partly

linked to the use of text messages, emails andskildgwburn, Lewis, Metcalf, 2011).
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In contrast to the 1980s, what stood out with tenés of 2011 is the absence of
any public inquiry. In re-affirming the dominantrrative about the riots, David Cameron
said that “[t]his was not political protest or atrabout protest about politics. It was
common or garden thieving, robbing and looting. Aveldon't need an inquiry to tell us
that” (Newburn, Lewis, Metcalf, para.26). After psaire from the Liberal Democrats and
the Labour party, the government finally agreeddbup the Riots Communities and
Victims Panel under the chairmanship of Darra Simthwever, the report is very
narrow in scope and dependent on the governmeosisiqgn.

Even though the media and government focused ofathiiar themes of
criminality and moral breakdown, in the 1980s, dfffecial response accepted to bring
issues of racial inequality into account in explagnthe causes of the riots (Solomos,
2011). Moreover, the Scarman (1985) report intoBheton riots of 1981 was
independent enough from the government and showetibiled focus on issues of racial
discrimination, unemployment and police violenciigted on Brixton’s residents at the
time (Solomos, 2011).

Thus, one of the major differences between the 20atests and those in 1981
and 1985 is that the latter were principally abage, although a significant amount of
white people also took part which is a fact thaiften neglected (Gilroy, 1991).

Although they did play an important role in the 2Qfrotests, race and ethnicity
were discussed in a limited way as media reponideteé to focus on ‘criminality’ and
‘looting’ (Solomos, 2011). However, Solomos streseat discussions around issues of

criminality and the breakdown of social values weften racialized, particularly in
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relation to the Tottenham and Wood Green protestsng that David Starkey?s
comments about a ‘nihilistic gangster culture’ ‘grerhaps the most infamous example of
such taken-for-granted racialised discourses haitegrated into broader social and

political explanations of the riots (Merrick 201YBolomos, 2011).

4.4, COMMUNITY , LOCAL AUTHORITY AND ONLINE RESPONSES

Community responses to the rigtsre varied. First, there was a series of
vigilante actions during the nights when the pristésppened. On the night of Monday
the 8", Turkish and Kurdish business owners gatherediogstand High Street to
protect their properties from being attacked (Agidieaylor, Domokos, Lewis, 2011).
Similarly, Sikh men gathered outside to protectrtteample and a Hindu temple (Addley,
Taylor, Domokos, Lewis, 2011). These responses wately praised by the national
media and on social media platforms.

The situation was different in Eltham in South Hastdon, where groups of
largely white men gathered on the streets “to tedooting from wrecking the high
street” and to do the “job of the police” (Domok&®8Bennett, 2011). The far right
English Defence League was also there “to help g@aad control” the “patriots who
have come down to protect their area” (“Londongidar-right political party”, 2011). A

man was also overheard saying “It's going to kitfk A nigger is going to get it tonight”

9 David Starkey is a famous historian in the UK. idgra televised discussion about the protests on
BBC2’s Newsnight, he claimed that “the whites haeeome black, a particular sort of violent, degives
nihilistic gangster culture has become the fashamal, black and white, boy and girl, operate in this
language together, this language which is whollgefawhich is this Jamaican patois that's is being
intruded in England, which is why many of us havis sense of literally a foreign country” (Starkey,
2011).
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(Muir and Adegoke, 2011). Similar groups were ouEnfield, North London, where a
group of white men were seen chasing local teesagee shouting “get the blacks”
(Muir and Adegoke, 2011).

On Tuesday morning, volunteer ‘riot cleanups’ hadrborganized in eleven
London neighborhoods including Hackney, Claphanoy@on, Ealing, Camden, Brixton,
Peckham, Lewisham, as well as in Manchester, Wibarapton, Liverpool and
Birmingham. The events were organized through $owglia using the “#riotcleanup”
hashtag on Twitter. The @riotcleanup Twitter ac¢@ained over 86,000 followers in
two days, with 84,000 mentions, becoming the medtveeted account that was related
to the protests (Ball & Lewis, 2011; Williams, 2011

A parallel Facebook event called “Anti-Riot OpeoatiCup of Tea” which urged
people to stay at home and drink tea instead thgphas now over 300,000 online
attendees. Both groups also focused on helpingkeepers and residents whose houses
had been burned through charity fundraising evevide their websites encourage users
to “help the police identify suspects” by reviewingg CCTV archive orfrlickr and by
calling Crimestoppers anonymously (Riot Cleanud,130

There was also wide support for the policdFacebookas 900,000 users joined a
group entitled “Supporting the Met Police agaihgt London rioters.” Other groups set
up in the aftermath of the protests include RidbiRkel created by two architecture
graduates, and the High St Heroes twitter campsegjup by the Retail Trust charity “to

support the staff and families of riot victims” (&g Trust, 2011).
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Finally, while local councils were keen to promptest-riot regeneration projects
such as the “I love Tottenham” campaign to “resfmide and confidence in the high
road” (Haringey Council), such efforts did recesame criticism from local residents.
Writing in The Guardian Stafford Scott (2011b) argued that

...residents know this is yet another cosmetic egeraimilar to the spending of

£30m on the Broadwater Farm estate in the 1998sidsigned to make those

who are passing through think that change has oetuvhen really nothing could
be further from the truth.Equality, fairness and justice must be on the tdble
without this the regeneration of Tottenham High &Rwall be meaningless to

many of its inhabitants, and the likelihood of drestriot erupting will remain a

distinct possibility.

Moreover, while the majority of events and groupsatibed above were very
hostile to the protests, the Tottenham Defence eagnpvas set up to offer legal
information in case of arreffottenham Defence Campaign, 2011). What is mare, 0
Saturday the f@August, on a march from Dalston to Tottenham statg police
brutality and racism, a community leader from asoagtion representing Turkish and
Kurdish people stressed that

...contrary to the claims put forward by the mediatkish and Kurdish people

will not stand on the side of the establishmend trey will stand on the side of

those brave kids, who fought the cops, who ardlare on the front lines,
enforcing this unequal, unjust, racist, capitadistiety. (Rebellion in Tottenham,

2011)
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4.5 .RIOT CLEANUPS

The riot cleanups represent the largest unoffmialon-governmental response to
the protests. Although the events were largely yliobas in many cases the councils
had already cleared the streets, the events beeffientive in the way in which they were
represented. In this section, | provide a thenat&rview of the cleanups as they were
represented by the mainstream media and througal soedia activity.

‘Reclaiming the streets’

The idea of ‘reclamation’ was central to the wayvinich the cleanups were
talked about by participants and by the media.Acigl example is seen iFhe Times’
headline on the"™®of August: “[b]Jroom army sweeps in to reclaim st (2011).
Responsible for coordinating the majority of evantsondon, Dan Thompson stressed
that riot cleanups became about something more“fhaincleaning up, it became about
reclaiming the streets, about taking ownershighofgs again” (personal communication,
January 12, 2011). Thompson also linked the désireclaim space to the privatization
of high streets:

... Twenty years ago, town centers belonged to tiva.téf you wanted to stage
an event in a town center you could do it, you knibwvas your civic space to do
it...we saw the rioters claiming it as their spac¢hmfirst place. Riot cleanup
was very much claiming it as a space belongingp¢onider community (personal
communication, January 12, 2011).

Moreover, on social media websites likacebookandTwitter, the idea of

reclamation was expressed by riot cleanup partitgpar supporters through the notion
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of ‘taking back our streets’ or ‘taking back Londdror instance, a young woman who is
a project manager for a charity in East London e/f@Vhose streets? OUR STREETS!”,
the evening before heading to the Hackney cleatWpdse Streets”, 2011).

Riot clean up participants were also frequentlytnaged as acting bravely in
defiance of the riots. For examplghe BBCwrites about how the “brooms quickly
became a symbol of defiance for Londoners helpiitly the clean-up in the aftermath of
the riots” (de Castella, 2011, para.9), whilee Surpublished the headline “[d]efiant
Londoners start fighting back. Blitz spirit for @laam clean-up” (Lazerri, Soodin, &
Crick, 2011).

Paul Lewis, th&uardianreporter who is heading the Reading the Riotsggoton
partnership with the London School of Economicguad that, from his experience, the
people who were most hostile and frustrated aldwutiots were the people who lived
closest to them:

| remembered being there [Ealing] immediately atfterriots...the entire area

had been completely destroyed, every car on tieetdtiad been burned and

overturned...every single shop had been ransackedeahmeople used the

clichéd comparison of a war zone but it really ldiok like that. But then within a

day, the whole area had been transformed, andsitfiled with people cleaning

it. (personal communication, January 11, 2011)

He continues by stressing that riot cleanup pgdicis “just...wanted their area to
look nice again, but it was also an act of defiandets make certain people feel very

powerful, i.e. the rioters, but they also make ofhepple feel powerless, and for those
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who feel powerless, | think the process of cleamsngn articulation of a power that
maybe they didn’'t have during the riots” (persoc@hmunication, January 11. 2011).
Symbolic cleaning

The use of brooms gained symbolic potency for rgpsand participants of the
riot cleanups alike. Tom de Castella frdime BBCsaw the broom as symbol of
resistance, fight back and defiance (2011), whileyLInglis, a 34-year-old historian who
helped with the cleanup near Hackney Town Hall spatout the broom being the
“symbol of [the] civilized majority” (Tom de Castal 2011, para.16). Liz Hogard from
the Evening Standard wrote an influential piececdbmg the “uplifted brooms
becoming a symbol of hope” (2011, para.7), whilenDaompson wrote iifhe
Guardianthat “[the] broom, raised aloft, and cups of taaied on riot shields have
become today’s iconic images. How British...And hosvy very London” (2011,
para.4). Similar comments were made about the psogkcleaning being “something
very British” (de Castella, 2011). In the sameddetijournalist Caitlin Moran was quoted
saying that “[a]n American said to me, we're nahgdo change the way we think about
you until you stop clearing up after your riots.-Nioe else does it. We riot and then we
mop it up with a napkin” (2011, para.22-26).

Moreover,The Timesnterviewed 66-year old Liz Veitch from the Hackney
cleanup, who said that “the biggest defense I'veiga pair of rubber gloves” (2011,
para.10). Similarly, author John-Paul Flintoff bd@gl onTheSchool of Lifevebsite that
“any movement that takes as its logo a yellow waghip glove is a movement | want to

belong to,” and that although they are not suitétgoicking up glass “they’re
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immediately identifiable and | like them” (Flintof2011, para.5 and 6). Finally, the
majority of descriptions of objects began with leeb “armed” as exemplified bihe
Guardian’sopening line: “[a]Jrmed with brooms, binbags andueibgloves...” (Davies,
Topping, Ball & Sample, para.l). Crowds were algndally described as “broom
armies” (Baites, 2011).

‘Community’

Ideas around ‘community’ and ‘neighborliness’ walgo repeatedly evoked in
the representation of the riot cleanups. For exanmpt Hogard talks about how the
cleanups “restore faith in the idea of communi®011, para.7), while 29-year old music
promoter Hayley (who was famously photographed ingaa handmade t-shirt saying
“Looters are Scum”) was quoted bie Sursaying that she “thought what the rioters did
was disgusting. This is my home. I love Clapham..sTitia peaceful place. | came here
today to solidarity with my community” (Lazerri, 8din, & Crick, 2011, para.4 & 5).

Dan Thompson (2011) links the cleaning to the “6@snterculture of people
doing things rather than talking about it”, to piarkd to movements like guerilla
gardening (personal communication, January 12, 2Q1Ke some other participants and
commentators, he talks about the importance oblikein defining the riot cleanups:

It's one of the periods that define London’s higtoAnd | think it's because it

marks a point in British history which everythinigamged...a lot of the things

that were lost after the war, like the empire, west because the country was

bankrupt. Because we couldn’t maintain a fleetd@gpund the world, and so on.
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So it was, it was an incredible shift in Britaiksd of national psyche, that has

almost never been addressed. (personal commumicdaauary 12, 2011)

A few references were also made to the 7/7 bombig& Curtis fromThe
Evening Standardecalls “the sense of purpose that followed thebbihbings” as
“Londoners suddenly remembered their sense ofvieié®ling and urban pride” in
contrast to the way they are “[n]Jormally preoccupiéth the everyday pressure of living
here” (2011, para.4). Opening her article by stahiow the night before the riots she was
walking around a festival in Brixton “eating jerkicken and thinking what a wonderful
place | live in”, subsequently weeping “at the sighmy lovely Brixton so damaged and
sad”, Sasha Kerr (author of thiappiness Project Londymncouraged readers to join the
cleanups saying that “same Blitz spirit that fillear streets after 7/7 is kicking in” (Kerr,
2011, para.4).

Moreover, Omar Robert Hamilton (2011), film makadgroducer of the
Palestine Festival of Literature, likened the clganto the cleaning that would take place
in Tahrir square at the start of the Egyptian ststeHe argued that:

Ideals of neighbourliness that have been worn awayecades of growing

individualism are being reborn. A sense of commanership of the streets that

has been stripped away by the Tescofication ofyelvigh street is being refound.

And while David Cameron talks about responsibiléggd the government insists

on the primacy of individual action, we are seqyegple take a collective stand

instead: acting as a society. (para.11)

61



Finally, anarchist/ “radical” media group Indymegablished a blogpost stating
that “[t]his is not about the riots. This is abdle clean up - Londoners who care, coming
together to engender a sense of community” (Anatahdhumanist, 2011).

Technology

The ‘good’ use of technology was also an importans$ through which the riot
cleanups were discussed in the media and in pdebate. For example, Charles
Leadbeater fronThe New Statesmathe Labour-affiliated political magazine, wroket
while “some used Twitter and BBM to coordinate theiminality ...hundreds of broom-
wielding street-cleaners organised by the invisitdad of technology...”(2011, para.l).
Moreover, Paul Lewis frorthe Guardiarsuggests that cleanups are similar to global
resistance movements in their use of social media:

...the analysis that we did on that corpus of twaeticated that the cleanup

initiative was the thing that garnered most dismrsand support in social media.

So it was like all of these other movements, Oc¢clid¢ uncut from last year,

arguably other movements around the world, smalllarge, the Indignados in

Spain, there’s a strong kind of element of sociatlia driven and political action.
Criticism

Although the riot cleanups received widespread sty the mainstream media
and in social media activity, a number of criticammentaries were also published.
Writing for The New Statesmabaurie Penny (2011) stresses that “[t]he restieof
Londoners approaches cultural cliché” (para.1) evhidting that “Twitter was alight with

racist indignation” as “some people discussingdlean-up urged volunteers to ‘sweep
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away the scum™ (para.5). She concludes her pigcaduing “that it is vital that we
resist the easy story of ‘us’ and ‘them’ (paral®a similar vein, Suzanne Moore (2011)
from The Guardiarargues that the “lovely post-riot clean up, all Bigciety with big
brooms, has been sweeping away any notion of ‘thigqal’. This now belongs to those
in power who define its terms” (para.11).

Published on the blogpost of the University of &méc Optimism, a student
group set up against the government cuts, thdafticiotcelanup #riotwhitewash”
criticizes the cleanups for being broadly white amddle class and for trying to erase
social inequality:

By the symbolic cleaning, cleansing and castingoddie rioters from the

community, the sweepers appear to enact the cldsagtto popular fascism that

we have seen on the streets of certain ‘leafy’ difitsondon for years.

(Himmelblau, para.8)

Similarly, another student blog focused on theétdd crypto-fascist aftermath”
of the riots, focusing on the complicity of thedial middle classes in the subordination
of the poor through the use of tropes that congedérlying classism and racism:

...when it comes to the riots, it seems that therdilseare the first to denounce the

rioters as being dirty, ugly, demonic, feral, disgg. All this despite the fact that

the people using this language know that manyefititers are often young
black males. All this despite the fact that thepwrabout the history of prejudice
in British society, and in the police, directed &rds young black males (“The

London Riots and Liberal Crypto-Fascist Aftermatk011, para.8).
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Finally, talking outside the London School of Ecotics (LSE) on the 30November
2011 during a Teach Odt Paul Gilroy criticized the cleanups making thiolwing
remarks:

...and let’s see that there’s more, again, to thesegts than a matter of race and

gangs. I'm sure you all saw — you may have even beeom waivers — | don’t

know if there are any broom waivers here, but distule pageant of broom

waiving was just another a very striking and powkirhage, which sought to

fragment, to divide communities, often actuallyrejdhe axis of gentrification,

and to say that there are respectable decent pkemewho are ready to bond

against the impact, the destructive and negatifeetedf mere criminality.

In response to the main criticism that the everiter@ white and middle class,
Dan Thompson describes the participants as a {pdeterse bunch of people” (personal
communication, January 12, 2012) while arguing thatcleanups were not about a clear
story of “bad rioters and good clean-up peoplethesmedia claimed:

| mean, my background is, a bit of artist, I've wed with communities through

Empty Shop% and all that work. But you know 10 years ago, sw&ayouth

worker, working on the streets with young peoptel acome from a not very

well off council estate background myself. | thipg&ople involved are aware of

the issues, and | think some of the good will thias mobilized through it is

10 As part of the nationwide strikes over public secuts, LSE and Kings University lecturers and
students came together to organize a teach outsiergy and resistance (LSE Students’ Union, 2011)
11 Founded by Thompson, the Empty Shops Network seeisgty high street shops to “give space to
creative industry and social enterprise alike, add art, culture, community and fun to our higlests”
(Thompson, 2011b)
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going go to address those issues...l don't thinkaslear cut as there are the

were the good guys and the bad guys.

Similarly, in response to a question relating ® thuses of the riots in an Twitter
interview carried out by Kate Bussmann, @riotclganthe Twitter account set up and
presumably still managed by a young London musjcsam Duckworth - replied that
“[t]he streets may be clean but the underlyingessmust not be swept under the carpet”
(2011). Moreover, following Busmann’s question tielg to the criticism that the events
were mainly white and middle class. @riotcleanwguad that:

In a way it's a fair criticism. | overheard someandattersea saying that it was

mostly Actors, Musicians and Students, as they werenly folk who didn't

have to be at work on a weekday morning.... Howewere lunchtime the

mixture of people was very different as many camieon lunchbreaks... It's also

very important to acknowledge the work of the Tioltti@m support centre ran by
the Salvation army. The people visiting this cemteze from all ages and
backgrounds and was staffed by many locals. Isis laard to tell who donated to
the fantastic #helpsiva and #keepaaroncutting cgnpalhe media focus was

on the first day of sweeping but many worked intslgchard for months after.

4.6. SUMMARY

Although the protests of 2011 emerged out of akebmplex social and
historical conditions, some of the major causediaked to anger and frustration with

the police, growing unemployment and economic nmalggation, as well the effect of
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the recent cuts imposed by the Tory governmenteNBegless, the protests were
interpreted primarily through the lens of crimityliconsumerism, morality and
technology by the mainstream media and the govemhrirecontrast to the intense
hostility expressed against the protests, thecte@nups received widespread support.
The discourse around the cleanups centered omsatiodefiance, spatial reclamation,
community spirit and national unity.

In the next chapter, | seek to contextualize tluegsts and the cleanups within the
particular histories of Battersea and Hackney, mpaetailed attention to planning,
housing and demographics changes, while also exagnpatterns of gentrification and
inequality. | also look at how the protests startedoth neighborhoodsnd describe the

particular characters of their cleanups.
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Chapter 5: Case Studies Background
5.1.BATTERSEA BACKGROUND
Location and area history
The riot cleanup in Battersavas concentrated around Clapham Junction
railway station and Lavender Hill High Street. Basea is located in the London

Borough of Wandsworth, which just south of the RiVeames and west of Lambeth.

Figure 1: Map showing where the Battersea and Hackfean-ups took place
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12t is a common misconception that the surroundireg is called Clapham. Clapham proper is one mile
to the east of Clapham Junction and is in the LarBlorough of Lambeth. Battersea is in the London
Borough of Wandsworth and has a very differentguatof urban history to its neighbour. The area
referred to as ‘Between the Commons’ is also texilyi within Battersea.

67



Before industrialization, Battersea served as afjucal farm land for the city of
London. From the 1840s onwards industry and raibwadically altered Battersea.
Large manufacturers established factories on therfvant. A confluence of railway
lines going south from Victoria and Waterloo drakieough Battersea and in 1863 an
interchange railway station was built here. Thdsnges resulted in huge population
growth, growing from 4,000 to 120,000 in fifty yegEnglish Heritage, n.d.)

From the 1880s onwards, Battersea had a reputatigadical politics. John
Burns founded Britain’s first socialist party hereflecting the strong working class
character of the local populace. In 1913 BattersshlLondon’s first black mayor, John
Archer and in 1922 elected Battersea North’s isshmunist MP the Indian born
Shajpuri Saklatvala (Museum of London, n.d.). Batta has changed hands between the
Labour and Conservative parties over the pastydéigrs and now is in conservative
hands with Jane Ellison as MP. Moreover, since 18#3conservatives have had a
majority council since 1978 in the Wandsworth logathority, reflecting the changing
demographics of the area.

Gentrification

In comparison to nearby commuter suburbs of ClapaadhBalham, Battersea
was until about 25 years ago a largely workingck®a. Since the 1980’s the
gentrification of Battersea has been significartt igh profile, often used by the media
and estate agents to promote the practice capitkd-w

Tim Butler and Garry Robson have carried some @htlost extensive research in
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the gentrification of ‘Between the Commons’, whigs immediately south of Clapham
Junction where the riot cleanups took place. Butet Robson (2001) describe the
privilege that characterizes many of the residérdsthey interviewed in the area. At the
time of writing in 2001, 24% were privately eduacht85% were university graduates,
10% of which had graduated in Oxbridge. Moreovégoe6rvere not brought up in

London or South East England, while 73% have fathdro had professional/managerial
jobs. Most residents typically work in central Lamdor the City, with financial services
and media strongly represented (Butler & Robso0120.2154).

Many women stop working full time once they havédien giving the place the
nickname ‘nappy valley’ (Butler & Robson, 2001; IdamTown, n.d.). Butler and
Robson note how “the atmosphere of the area isopraeedly female during the day”
(2001, p.2154). Importantly, the authors note hbevdulture of neighborhood is also
very home-centered. The majority of families intewed by Butler and Robson (2003)
revealed that their children are privately educatddle only around a quarter allowed
their children to ‘play out’ unsupervised (althoutje area is very safe reflecting what
the authors term as the wider privatization offdraily [2003]). The middle classes in
Battersea are also “highly bounded in and inwaodilog” (2003, p.1799), sharing core
lifestyle attributes like sporting. Overall Butland Robson’s respondents tended to be
very satisfied with their local authority and “keenmaintain the area’s advantages
through the market(2003, p.1799).

Indeed, over the last twenty years, Wandswortheletisely pursued policies of

gentrification which have “facilitated not only tipeocess of residential gentrification,
69



but also the creation of what might be termed tifi@structure of gentrification”. The
‘regeneration’ of Northcote high street is a cleaample of this infrastructure, with bars,
restaurants, estate agents, bathroom and kitctogs slonstituting what is “one of the
major satellite areas of consumption in south-wesidon” (Butler & Robson, 2001,
p.2154).

Wandsworth Borough Privatization

If Wandsworth borough provided the “infrastructofegentrification” (Butler &
Robson, 2001, p.2153), Simon James (2011) argaés thas also here where the
privatisation of municipal services started in 1880s. In fact, the first public service
privatized was street cleaning. James, who workalfandsworth Council, recalls how
Michael Heseltine, the conservative Environmentr&ecy at the time, “paid a highly-
publicised visit to Wandsworth in February 1982] aras photographed brandishing a
privatised broom” (p.296), echoing Boris Johnsomsst to Battersea during the
cleanups.

From 1982 to 1986, the council privatized the hogsstate caretaking service,
the cleaning and management of public halls, ®éeid libraries, estate management, the
council’s mechanical workshops, litter picking asftice cleaning (James, p.297).
Neighboring councils like Kensington and Chelseigky followed suit, turning

Wandsworth council into an example and showcasprigatizatioris.

13 James (2011) notes how the most famous copycatie8radford council in 1988, where the
Conservative Eric Pickles (with the active encoeragnt of Conservative ministers) deliberately cdpie
Wandsworth to cut the Council’'s budget by £50 millireduce the workforce by a third and privatise
services”, openly acknowledging his debt to Wand#w(p.301).
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National coalition policies have also affected ¢bencil’s policies. In 2011,
Wandsworth council announced budget cuts of 7Qanilbver four years (Malik, 2011).
Notably, the conservative-led council was also lned in pushing for the eviction of
Maite de la Calva after her son had been chargaddlthe riots and who has now been
jailed for 11 months. The council’s decision toa\walva followed the creation of an e-
petition calling for ‘rioters’ to lose their bentfithat was signed by over 100,000 people
(“Riots: Benefits”, 2011). The threat of evictioragveventually dropped following
protests by angered members of the community.

Demographics

Battersea constituency includes a number of wardlsa North East corner of
Wansdsworth borough. These include the wards afiraére, Shaftesbury, Northcote,
Balham, Queenstown, St Mary Park and Fairfield fit8shaury, Latchmere and Northcote
wards all border Clapham Junction where the cleaoolp place and constitute its closest
neighborhoods. For the purpose of this researschyé compared the demographics of
Latchmere (north of the Junction) with Shafteshingrth-East of the Junction).

Latchmere is the poorest ward of the borough, wlBiaftesbury represents one
of the wealthier wards. As there are currently siineates for ethnic group statistics at
the ward levél, | have provided the latest mid-year estimateshferwandsworth Local
Authority, as well as for London and England. Laakat Wandsworth first, the white

population is higher (78%) than the London aver&§e7%).

14 The 2011 Census will be published in July 2012 aifiinclude ward level statistics.
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The Shaftesbury ward itself has an even highereagopulation at 85%, which
contrasts to Latchmere whose white populationdedsw the London average at 63.8%.
The black population in Latchmere is 24.4% in casitto 8.4% in Shaftesbury ward.
Moreover, the South Asian population is 4.9% incbatere ward compared to 2.6% in
Shaftesbury.

Table 1: Latchmere and Shaftesbury Wards, WandbvBwotough, London and England
Ethnic Group Statistics

Wandsworth| London England
Latchmere| Shaftesbury Wandsworth| Mid-Year Mid-Year | Mid-Year
2001 2001 2001 Estimate Estimate | Estimate
2009 2009 2009
All people 12596 12464 26038( 286600| 7,753,600 54,809,100
White (%) 63.8 85 78 77 69.7 87.5
White 51.7 735 64.8 65.7 59.5 82.8
British
White Irish 2.9 2.9 3.1 2.1 2.2 1.1
White
Other 9.3 8.6 10.1 9.2 8 3.6
Mixed (%) 4.8 2.9 4.8 3.2 3.5 1.9
White and
Black 1.9 0.9 1.9 1 1 0.6
Caribbean
White and
Black 0.8 0.4 0.8 0.5 0.5 0.2
African
White and 0.9 08 0.9 0.9 1 0.6
Asian
Mixed
Other 1.1 0.8 1.1 0.9 1 0.5
Asian or
Asian 4.9 2.6 6.9 8.4 13.2 6
British (%)
Indian 1.5 1.2 2.9 3.8 6.2 2.7
Pakistani 1.2 0.6 2.1 2.3 2.8 1.9
Bangladesh 0.2 0.4 0.8 2.2 0.7
Other Asian 1.1 0.6 1.6 1.5 2 0.7
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Black or
Black 24.4 8.4 9.6 8.1 10.1 2.9
British (%)
Black
Caribbean
Black
African

Black Other 2.5 0.7 0.9 0.7 0.8 0.2
Chinese or
Other

Ethnic
Group (%)

Chinese 0.8 0.5 0.9 1.7 1.8 0.8

Other
Ethnic 1.4 0.6 1.3 15 1.7 0.8
Group

10.4 4.9 4.9 3.6 4 1.2

11.5 2.8 3.9 3.9 5.3 15

2.1 1.1 2.1 3.3 3.5 1.6

Table 1, cont.

Source: Office of National Statistics
Deprivation and Inequality

Although considered to be wealthy, many areas tteBsea rate high on the
deprivation index. For example, over 15% of residémthe relatively affluent gentrified
neighborhood of ‘Between the Commons’ (just sodtthe Junction) have a household
income of over £100,000 (Butler & Robson, 2001189). In contrast, 2.7% of
Latchmere ward have been claiming Job Seeking Adtae for over 12 months
(Wandsworth Priority area overview, p.15, 2010).

Moreover, Winstanley and York Road Estates wergestibo a ‘drug exclusion
zone' in 2007, and dozens of CCP\¢ameras were installed (Thompson, 2007). The
first map shows inequality within the borough actiieg to the indices of multiple

deprivation. Almost half of Latchmere (no.8 on thap) lies in the most deprived 6f

15n fact, Wandsworth controls more CCTV camerasgeeson than any other London borough,
according to Freedom of information data compilgacdmpaign group Big Brother Watch in December
2009(The Guardian, 2010)
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areas in England, while around a third of Shafteglard (no.14) lies in the least

deprived fifth of areas in England.

Figure 2: Wandsworth Indices of Multiple of Deptiien Map 2007. Source: Based on
Ordinance Survey material, 2008 (Department of tie2l008).

National deprivation groups
1 Least deprived fifth of areas in England
2
3

W 4

B 5 Most deprived fifth of areas in England

Based on Ordnance Survey material. © Crown Copyright.
All nghts reserved, DH 100020290 2008

A detailed look at unemployment figures further destrates the existent

inequality within the Battersea area and Wandswasth whole. The total number of
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people claiming Job Seeker’'s Allowance (J8A4&) Wandsworth totaled 3.1% in
February 2012 which is lower than the London avermaigt.4%. The youth
unemployment is higher, with 6.1% of all 18-24 yehis claiming JSA, still lower than
the London average of 7.8%. Moreover, the total Imemof people out of work was 9.2%
compared to the London average of 12.7% in Aug0$iZNomis, 20121Y.

However, a closer look at these statistics at thelwevel reveals a wider disparity
between neighborhoods. For example, in Latchmbkespércentage of working age
people claiming Job Seekers Allowance in Febru@f22otaled 6.4%, which is more
than twice the Wandsworth average of 3.1% (Non042#). In Shaftesbury Ward, the
figures are much lower. Only a total of 2.9% of Wnarking population is claiming JSA
(Nomis, 2012e).

Finally, according to a study carried out by thadas Union Congress (TUC)
using government statistics (TUC, 2011), thereGdi® vacancies for 6316 claimants in
Wandsworth, which means that there are almost plpahasing each vacancy in
Wandsworth (this number will be compared with HazRkn
Police

Like most parts of London, Wandsworth borough hhstory of police violence
and racism. Notably, ‘high excess’ stops and $emrby the police (where no reason is

given for the search of where the stopping is siadize) of black people in Wandsworth

16 The Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA) is payable to leeapder pensionable age who are available for, and
actively seeking, work (Nomis, 2012d)

17 Nomis is a service of the Office for National &ttits (ONS) which provides access to most detaileai
up-to-date UK labor market statistics from offickalurces.
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totaled 6,164 and 923 for Asians for the year 20089 (Equality and Human Rights
Commission, 2010, p.104).
Battersea Riots

On Monday 8 August, and following riots in Tottenham, Wood &mneBrixton,
Enfield, Islington, Waltham Forest, Hackney andy@dian, around three hundred young
people gathered outside Battersea’s Lavender Hliitg station asking officers to come
out (Baidoo-Hackman, 2011; “England riots”, 201¥)oung people also targeted shops
on St John’s Road on the corner of Lavender HiBattersea (Taylor, Wainwright,
Quinn, Walker & Syal, 2011) at around 8.30 p.m.tHamcker’s (shoe shop), Curry’s
(electronic shop), Carphone Warehouse (mobile phetader) and Debenhams shopping
center were some of the main targets (James, 2011).

Police officers arrived at around 10.30 p.m. (Tagbal., 2011), while at
midnight the dress shop Party Superstore was siteofdames, 2011). Most people had
dispersed by the time riot police arrived in arngbvehicles. This was the third night of
riots in England. In London, there were protest&2rout of the 32 boroughs (The
Guardian & The London School of Economics, 2011).

Although the following figures are problematic, faularly because ethnic
minorities are much more likely to get arrestedhsypolice, they give a sense of who
took part in the protests. According to the moserg (February 2012) Ministry of
Justice and Home Office analysis of riot casestal bf 42 defendants were brought
before the courts between th #nd 9" of August 2011. 31% were white, 40% black,

17% mixed and 12 % had no stated or recorded ety(idinistry of Justice, 2012).
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Moreover, an independent report commissioned bydAaorth Council states
that around half of those arrested were Wandswesidents, while other participants
came from neighboring Lambeth or Croydon (Kinghz01,1). Of the Wandsworth
residents, most came from the Battersea, followe@idoting and Putney areas
(Kinghan, 2011).

Battersea Cleanup

On the morning of Tuesday August 2011, hundreds of people from the local
area and other parts of London gathered outsideh@ra Junction station to clean-up the
damaged streets and stores. Although some peoglarhaed as early as 7.00 a.m., the
crowd was cordoned off from most parts of the Joncas the police had designated the
area as a ‘crime scene’ (Noorkabhsh, 2011).

The event was also partially hampered by healthsafety rules as volunteers
were informed that the council will be doing thejongy of the cleaning (“Clean-up
begins”, 2011). At 2 p.m. and after the police hiaghed collecting forensic evidence,

people were allowed to start with the cleanimgome parts of the Junction.
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Figure 3: Battersea cleanup participants waitiraur€e: You Tube (the
wrongwayaround, 2011)

Figure 4: Boris Johnson visits the Battersea clpaBource: You Tub@eabagnose,
2011)

While waiting, the local Sainsbury’s donated coffeeolunteers, while people
clapped and cheered as police cars drove by (“@ledmegins”, 2011). Famously, the
crowd also performed a ‘Mexican wave’ with theiobms. A photograph of the wave
captured by a twitter user who was participatinthm cleanupvent ‘viral’ becoming the
most iconic photograph of the event. One hour afterphotograph was posted online it
had received 100,000 views (Phillips, 2011).

During this time, London’s conservative mayor Baldinson also made a highly
publicized visit. Walking towards the crowd stiirdoned-off, online videos show
participants and residents shouting “where’s yaoo, where’s your broom”, while
many were booing him. Once he got hold of broora,dfowd started cheering
(morning5t4r, 2011). A cyclist who appears to Hecal resident is filmed saying:

People want to go down and clean...but they arelfawed to go in there...but

Boris is allowed to...he gets a broom and he raisedtoom in the air, a broom

that has never been used. (teabagnose, 2011)
78



Johnson thanked everyone who came out to cledmgtlem the “true spirit of
this city” unlike the “looters and the thugs whal dio much damage to London last
night”, adding that it is time “to hear a bit lessout the sociological justifications for
what is, in my view, is nothing else, than wantomaality” (SirBrucible, 2011).
Throughout his speech, Johnson was repeatedlydteeakl residents complained that they
had not had enough protection from the police, avgiestioning the mayor about why it

had token him so long to come back from his hokd@avies, 2011).

Jane Ellison, the conservative MP for Battersea walsted thecleanup She was
filmed by The Guardiarsaying that “people like this...represent the reaél
community”, arguing that the cleanup is linked ti@@ling of powerlessness felt by
residents the night before (“Clapham Junction al@&n2011). In the same video, a
woman with “I (heart) Clapham” on her t-shirt isarviewed saying that “... the problem
with the rioters is just that more numbers are edetb tell them that you can’t behave
like this, you know, we are a capital city in a wlenful country, you can’t behave like
this” (“Clapham Junction cleanup”, 2011).

As seen in Johnsons’ visit to the Junction, tharulg was also a site of debate
between different members of the community. A nundb@rguments were filmed as
people fought over the meaning and cause of thg, idhile some people were filmed
complaining about problems of unemployment, transpion, lack of opportunity and
police brutality although it is not clear whethikey took part in the cleanup (see Veitch,

2011). For example, the young man photographethtati Johnson tells him how:
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...there’s a reason for everything Boris, think abibetnumber of times you are
cutting and cutting and cutting and then puttingyapth fees...l have so many
friends who want to go to university but have stgbpyou are spending hundreds
and millions of pounds a week in Libya when youlddue over here, sorts
yourselves over here first...I'm talking on behalitbé youths...and they don’t

have anything, take it on board what I'm sayintiglitsealer, 2011)

5.2.HACKNEY BACKGROUND

Location and area history
The riot cleanup operation in Hackney was concesdraround Hackney Central,
the historical and administrative center of thedoigh. The London Borough of Hackney
is an inner city borough in North East London, aughly five miles from the center
of London. Itis bounded by Haringay and Islingtorthe north and west, Tower Hamlets
to the south while the River Lea and the Hackneysi#ands mark its eastern boundary.
Up until the late 18 century, Hackney was a collection of rural villaggarly
industrialization came in the form of water poweneifls along the River Lea, followed
in the 1870s by chemical and plastic manufactufefarniture trade moved to
Shoreditch in the early &entury, and many timber yards cropped up on tlestWank
of the Lea to supply this new industry (Hackney @oll 2011). A familiar pattern of
industrialization, expansion of the railways andampanying population explosion

during the Victorian era was seen in Hackney.
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Although much of Hackney was neither very wealtby poor in the late 19
century and early 2bcentury according to Charles Booth’s study offfast End (1898-
99 Map, n.d.) large parts of it did contain slunu$iag for industrial workers. The
London County Council along with housing charisegsh as the Guinness trust began to
re-house people in clearance programs of the 1@fish History Online, n.d.).
Moreover, damage caused in World War I, lack afcs pressure to densify, and new
arrivals from inner London and commonwealth co@stireated a great need for
housing. This led to the construction of high-tis&er blocks (of up to 21 storeys), such
as the Morland estate (1960) and the Holly Estt@é6§). By 1981 its 15 wards had
between 15.6 to 94.9% of residents in council hayéBritish History Online, n.d.).

During the 1970s industrial decline continued agwhere in London. Large
firms departed Hackney leaving many families witheoenployment in poverty. In 1979
32% of Hackney revealed to be in poverty (Britigktbry Online, n.d.). Institutional
racism and police brutality, as well as rising upésgment following Thatcher’s harsh
economic reforms triggered social unrest and irstimamerof 1981 riots broke out in
Dalston (just west of Hackney Central), Brixton, ¥ddGreen, Southall and elsewhere in
the countrys.

As the Tory government continued to make publi¢aenuts in the 1980s, poor
maintenance and neglect in housing estates worseneauncil budgets were cut.

Pressure to deal with this led Hackney to takeeexér action and demolish a number of

18 Thatcher’s response was to arm police furthergweannons, CS gas, rubber bullets etc) (Berg, 2011
and in 1986 the Public Order Act was passed whéte ghe police increased power to break up what the
deemed as potentially threatening gatherings (lags, n.d.)
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tower blocks in the late 1980s and early 90s ssdh& Trowbridge Estate in 1985 and
the Holly Street Estate in 1996 It also during this time that Right to Buy Scleemas
introduced by the Thatcher government, giving cduenants and some other landlords
the right to purchase their homes at a price |latvan the full market value. This is one
of the most important national policies that ledhtwsing privatization in the UR

By 1995, Hackney Council faced £30 million worthooits in public services
(Fiskar, 2011b). By the beginning of 2001 and fwilag its official declaration of
bankruptcy, the council had closed off the scha ervices, several nurseries, seven of
the boroughs’s 14 libraries, while also auctionmmdreds of commercial and housing
properties, doctors surgeries, playing fields, sthgouth clubs and swimming pools
(Seymour & Panos, 2003). This selling of commupityperties effectively put the
burden of paying the council’s debt on Hackneysdents, while benefiting wealthier
incomers. House prices have increased by 197% 2i@@ (Hackney Coucil, 2010a),
while rents increased by more than 25% just in 2044cKinlay, 201171
Gentrification

In the 1970s, Hackney had pockets of what DamarseR1984) would call
marginal gentrification. Butler and Robson (2008)enhow these pioneer gentrifiers

moved to Hackney often in order to make a politstatement about living amongst the

19 By 2002 Hackney had demolished 17 tower blocksingea new European record for number of towers
collapsed in a single borough (“Tower demolitio002).

20 To date, more than 10,000 tenants in Hackney paxehased their homes under the scheme,
(Lilleystone, n.d.). According the Hackney HousMegeds Survey of 2008, today around 30% of all
Hackney homes are owner occupied (Hackney Col2@li0a).

21 Figures run from June 2010 to June 2011 and aedban the rental asking price of properties
advertised on www.findaproperty.com (MacKinlay, 2p1
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dispossessed, or because they were unable to #dff@bsts of gentrified areas to the
west (Butler, 1995, p.193). Stoke Newington, justtN West of Hackney Central,
became the center of this “counterculture” (Butl&¥95, p.94).

Homeowner gentrification was in “full swing” by tli®80s (Butler, 1995, p.195).
Most incomers came from privileged backgrounds.dxample, in the mid-1990s,
around a quarter of the gentrifiers intervieweBoyler in Stoke Newington and De
Beauvoir had graduated from either Oxford or Caddei David Ley (1994) describes
this “new cultural class” as a “tertiary educatedfessionals in the arts, media, teaching
and academic positions as well as public sectoragens in regulatory and welfare
activities” (p.56).

In the last ten years, the neighborhoods of DalatahLondon Fields — which
are immediately west and south of Hackney Centhadrey the riot cleanups took place—
have become increasingly gentrified. Condominiund gated communities are being
erected next to some of the poorest housing estathe country.

However, the cultural and consumption infrastruetoir cafes, wine bars, kitchen/
bathroomshops and estate agents that characterize Batetistsin smaller enclaves in
the neighborhoods surrounding Hackney Centralidr2003 study of London Fields,
Butler notes that a ‘pioneer’ spirit is still vis#h while there is a sense that the
gentrification narrative is based on the “non-naimagand multicultural and, to some
extent, risk or ‘edge living’” (2003, p.1802)". Y,éhe area remains highly divided. This

was famously exemplified in May 2010, when a mambshing was wounded by bullets
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shot in a gang fight in London Fields park. Thekgtself has become one of the
‘trendiest’ spots for the young, white middle cleséving in East London.

Finally, Hackney is one of the boroughs impacted.ydon’s hosting of the
Olympic Games in the summer of 2012. The displacgmkresidents and the
‘cleansing’ and militarization of public spaces leen quite obvious. As Ashok Kumar
(2012) explains, the process involves a combinaticstate-led and informal
gentrification such as evictions by private landkr
Coalition Cuts

In October 2010, Hackney Council voted to implen&#@ million in cuts, as
Communities Secretary Eric Pickles announced thgdsit council budgets in recent
times (Wellman, 2010). Spending plans for 2011 vegneroved in March 2011 amid
protests outside and inside the town hall. WitHL% cuts in government funding (TUC,
2011), Government has also capped the cuts in Hgckiha maximum of 8.9%, making
it one of the three London boroughs which maxedabtitis level (“Hackney riots”,
2011%2.

Notably, Hackney council has cut Children and Yotegple's services by £10
million, despite the fact the youth unemploymerdtigs highest (Newman, 2011).

However, the budget has been increased in othas.afer example, the council will be

22 |n contrast, Richmond Council only had to cutitglget by 0.61% (“Hackney riots”, 2011; Horton &
Reed, 2011).
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spending £541,000 for graffiti removal and flypagt? up until the Olympics (“Hackney
Council”, 2011).

Young people in Hackney have also been affectetthéyripling of university
fees and the scrapping of the Educational Maintem#&tlowance (EMA) of up to £30 a
week to support low-income students to stay in sthaccording to the Hackney
Student Deputation statement given in January 2@bte than half (54%) of Hackney’s
16-18 year old students were receiving EMA, onthefhighest percentages in London
(Hill, 2011).

The coalition’s introduction of a housing benefipdn October 2012 will also
have devastating consequences in Hackney. The@2@rthual cap on housing benefits
means that the government will only help towardsltdwest third of rents in the area
(Fiskar, 2011a), leaving the remaining of families choice of cutting on food to pay the
rent or moving out, according to The Chartereditungt of Studies (Ramesh, 2012).
Demographics

The riots principally took place around Mare Straed Clarence road which
technically lie in the ward of Hackney Central. i#dtigh protesters also came from other
parts Hackney, for the purpose of this demographatysis, | will be looking at this
ward in detail, and will also be comparing it tdoinrmation about Hackney as whole.

Once again, there are no estimates for ethnic gstatstics at the ward levé| but |

23 Flyposting refers to the activity of placing post& unauthorized places.
24 The 2011 Census will be published in July 2012 aitidnclude ward level statistics.
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have provided the latest mid-year estimates foHaekney Local Authority, as well as
for London and England.

According to 2009 estimates (see Table 2) Hacknéfhige populatiof® is now
estimated to be almost 63%, while its Caribbearufation is 7.1%. 9.2% of Hackney’s
population is estimated Black African, while So#étsian residents (mostly from India,
Pakistan and Bangladesh) constitute 11% of theugbrs populationHackney also has
a large Turkish and Kurdish community, currentliiraated to be 6%.

In Hackney Central Ward, the White population wasdr (52.4%) than the
Hackney average according to the 2001 Census (6201 and 62.7% in 2009).
Moreover, the ward has a larger population of Blac Mixed population, with 30%

Black, 1.9% White and Black Caribbean and 0.9 %té/and Black African.

25 Hackney's White population decreased significaittlthe post-war years, following middle class
movement to suburban counties like Essex. In tf®4@nd 1960s, commonwealth migration following
the dissolution of the British Empire brought migiefrom the Caribbean, Africa and South Asia.
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Table 2: Hackney Central Ward, Hackney Borough,damand England Ethnic Group

Statistics

Hackney

Central | Hackney | Hackney | London England

2001 2001 2009 2009 2009
All people 10,291 202,824 216,000 7,753,600 54 BO®
White (%) 52.4 59.0 62.7 69.7 87.5
White British 38.2 44.Q 51.1 59.6 828
White Irish 3.2 3.0 2.2 2.2 1.4
White Other 11.0 12.0 9.4 8 3/6
Mixed (%) 4.7 4.2 4.2 3.5 1.9
White and Black Caribbean 1 1.5 1.4 1 D.6
White and Black African 0.9 0.8 0,8 0|5 0.2
White and Asian 0.7 0.8 0.9 1 0.6
Mixed Other 1.2 1.1 1.1 L 0pb
Asian or Asian British (%) 8.1 8.6 11 13.2 6
Indian 3.3 3.8 4.7 6.2 2.7
Pakistani 1.1 1.1 1.8 2.8 1|9
Bangladeshi 2.9 2.9 3 2)2 017
Other Asian 0.8 0.4 1.5 P 0J7
Black or Black British (%) 30.9 22.2 18.2 10.1 2.9
Black Caribbean 13.3 10.0 711 4 1.2
Black African 14.2 12.0 9.2 5.8 15
Black Other 3.4 2.0 1.9 0.8 0/2
Chinese or Other Ethnic
Group (%) 3.3 3.2 4 3.5 1.6
Chinese 1.2 1.2 2.8 18 0|8
Other Ethnic Group 2.1 2.0 1{7 1.7 0.8

Source: Office of National Statistics
Deprivation and inequality

Hackney is the second poorest local authority igl&md, according to the latest
Indices of Multiple of Deprivation published in Mdr 2011 (Department of Communities
and Local Government, 2011). The map below showslitribution of Small Output
Areas (SOA's) across the borough. Hackney Centrald/Mvhich is one of the wards
were the protests and riot cleanup were concentrates four SOAs that are part of the
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10% most deprived areas nationally, and 3 SOAB®R0% most deprived areas
nationally. 28 of the least deprived SOAs natignetipresent around 20% of the total
borough. These areas are scattered principallh@mid-Western part of the borough,
particularly in the heavily gentrified De Beauvaind Stoke Newington and Shoreditch

neighborhoods.
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Figure 5: Hackney Indices of Multiple Deprivatiorap!2010. Source: Indices of
Deprivation, CLG 2010. Map created by Hackney Cdy@610b).

Index of Muitiple Deprivation (ID2010)

[0 Least Deprived (28)
[ Top 20% Most Deprived Nationally 52)
B Top 10% Most Deprived Nationally (39)
B Top 5% Most Deprived Nationalty (13)

B Top 3% Most Deprived Nationally (Most Deprived) (5)
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Unemployment in Hackney is significantly highernHaondon as a whole.
Compared to the London average of 4.2%, Hacknegi&iwg-age populaticti on Job-
Seeker’s Allowance is 7.3% (“Hackney riots”, 20Ngmis, 2012& according to the
latest figures published in 2012 by the Office @aftidnal Statistics. Youth unemployment
is even higher with 10.6% of young people aged 4&12iming Job Seekers Allowance.
In contrast, the average youth unemployment in bonglas 7.8% in February 2012. The
total percentage of 16-64 year olds out of iddnd on various benefits was 19.5% in
August 2011, compared to the London average of%42.7

The statistics of Hackney Central Ward reveal amewnider disparity. A total of
8.3% of 16-64 year olds and 18.3% of 18-24 yeas wldre claiming Job Seekers
Allowance in February 2012 and 28.3 % of all unesyptl have been claiming JSA for
over 12 months. The total number of people out @fkws 21.1%, higher than the
Hackney average (Nomis, 2012c).

Hackney is also among the 10 places in the UK wjodre are hardest to come
according to the TUC, who used government figurddiphed in August 2011. More
specially, in March 2011, 26 people were chasirdheavailable vacancy in Hackney. In

Haringey where the riots started, the number ifo28ach vacancy (TUC, 2011).

26 16-24.

27 The UK rate of unemployment is 8.4% the highebti been since 1995 (Rogers, Evans & Sedghi,
2012).

28K ey out-of-work-benefits’ or the total number oégple out of work includes the groups: job seekers,
ESA and incapacity benefits, lone parents and athéncome related benefits.
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Police

Like Tottenham, Hackney has a history of policetdlity, most famously
remembered in the suspicious death of Colin Roatside Stoke Newington Station in
1983. Moreover, Hackney has historically been pgdd as a ‘challenging place to
policed. The Hackney Siege in 2002 demonstrates this. Wassa siege that lasted 15
days (the longest in British police history), as fyuads of paramilitary police were
deployed and shut down several streets in an attengorest ‘yardie gangster’ Eli Hall
(29) who was suspected of possessing illegal finsaviore than 40 residents were
unable to leave their homes for a fortnight aftexiBg Day (“In pictures”, 2003;
Seymour and Panos, 2003), while the siege resulteldll’s death.

Hackney stop and search numbers also show thatydarty black and Asian
people get routinely checked. ‘High excess’ staps searches (where no reason is given
for the search of where the stopping is speculpo¥élack people in the borough totaled
7,556 and 577 for Asian for the year 2008/2009 @hitjuand Human Rights
Commission, p.104).

Hackney Riots

The riots in Hackney were sparked after a largegmaf police stopped, searched
and detained two men against the wall of Hackn@idsTown Hall building on Mare
Street (Hill, 2011). At 5 p.m., crowds gatheredPembury estate after having been

moved on from Mare Street and London Fields whdeseshops had been targeted

29 For example, in 2004, Her Majesty Inspectorat€mfstabulary’s (HMIC) described Hackney as “one
of the most challenging policing environments ia tountry” (Dann & Hinchliff, 2009). The current
discourse emphasizes how the borough has expetienicege reduction in reported crime (Dann &
Hinchliff, 2009).
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(Gabbatt & Adams, 2011). Protesters — men and wonsat up makeshift roadblocks
made of wheelie bins and metal fencing, settingitbe fire to create a boundary
between them and the police (Lewis & Khalili, 201A) this point protests were
primarily directed at the police (Gabbatt & Adar@811). For a while, police and
protesters were lining up at opposite ends of @l@@droad in Hackney, while at times,
protesters also fought by throwing sticks, Molobmttles, bricks and branches to the
police (Gabbatt & Adams, 2011). But in general, ¢h@vd mostly targeted solitary
police vans, unguarded shops and bus shelters $L&WKinhalili, 2011). After around 9.30
p.m., a dozen police on horses arrived and stauesling protesters through Hackney
Downs Park.

Throughout the protests, videos show numbers dépters and bystanders being
beaten by the police, with dogs set on them, whig@y where trapped on the street and
not allowed to go home. A young black man who hadd@set on him and his head
truncheoned by the police on Sylvester road, waseti byThe Guardiarsaying the
following about the police (Domokos & Smith, 2011):

You see half of the people in this community halvgat a story to tell about the

fucking police, and individual brutality...so wherethcome out on our streets

and try and tell us we must do what we’re told, auedre all together...we ain’t
going nowhere, and the only thing they can do sem our questions with
violence...l got a dog set on me, | got a dog sanenlike I'm an animall...| live
down the road! And I'm not allowed to go back to hgme, but the two white

people there, the two yuppies on the bikes, theglleaved to go home...watch it,
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I’'m going to try and go home now [he is not all@l®y the police] Remember,

shop, consume, do as your told and you’ll be sstielits to people around]

In an unedited video interviews wilbazed Digitalon the evening of the riots, a
young man from the area stressed that the progsestercrying for help and not trying to
destroy their environment: “these politicians, tlaeg political gangsters.. the
government has taken everything away...from them.. Isat\Wo you want them to do?”
(“Voices on the street”, 2011). In another intewj@nother man tells the interviewer not
to racialize the uprisings:

It's not a racial thing...not it's not a black movemeplease don’t you ever twist

it that way, what it is...is basically it's injustica person has been shot who never

had a gun, yeah, then they try to smooth it ovevlzst they show... and what

they perceive to be as news... we want to know wappéns on our doorstep,

and they are not showing us that...so when they cgpmairus and they telling us a

whole load of nonsense, that oh they are waitingfinvestigations and all

that...if it was a white man, that would have beenelohe got killed today, they

would have found out who done it by tomorrow...(“Vescon the street”, 2011)
In response to a questions about living conditimmgsontinues by saying

Yes it's all that...if we had jobs, you know, we wddde in our houses relaxing

and chill, but we are suffering same way...while they sitting down there on

holiday...we don’'t get no money to get to that ley@h understand? (“Voices on

the street”, 2011)
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Finally, a last interviewee stresses the needdossimg in Hackney and how things will
get worse with the cuts:

it's not about right or wrong, it's just revolutiphthink that killing sparked off

the mobilization...it’s difficult... especially...in Lorah, you don’t see people

together, people are usually in little cells, ortbgmselves individually, so maybe

it's not expected that people will join forces mstway...l don’t think this is the
end of this, it's only get worse when the beneddits cut, like | say | work with
homeless people, and the benefits are cut next gedrpeople’s houses are...it's
like the very...essence, a human need...it’s terrifying it's also terrifying that

S0 many people have no home, it's a lost generati¢fvoices on the street”,

2011)

Finally, according to the Ministry of justice figgs from February 2012, there
were a total of 82 protesters from Hackney brougltiourt. Nineteen (23%) were white,
31 (38%) were black, 8 were from mixed backgrouii@®s) and 21 had no ethnicity
stated or recorded (26%) (Ministry of Justice, 200hce again, it is important to
remember that these figures are biased to the teki@nethnic minorities are more likely
to get arrested by the police. Moreover, compaoeatier areas, a lot more women were
seen taking part in the protests.

Hackney Riot Cleanup
On Tuesday August™2011, around 200 people (Davies, Topping, Ball &

Sample, 2011) gathered outside Hackney Town Hdl0&0 a.m. Sitting on top of the
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stairs, a young white man in his mid-20s or 30kspo the crowd. He was filmed by

journalist McDevitt (2011) giving the following seeh:
...amazingly pleased and overjoyed at how many @irtiged and turned up
here, thank you so much for coming. There are gefopin all over London here
[clapping and cheering]. The main reason for conmege | believe, | felt, was
help the beleaguered shopkeepers here, help tdgragi help them clear the
shops, most of the shutters are down...there’s tatk the police about whether
it's gonna come up, the hackney council up is gomigt us know as of when we
can help out...and we can check out their websifelmw their tweeter feed to
find that out. At the moment the streets are logkamazing and it was refreshing
to wake up this morning and to...[loud clapping ahdering]. That's partly due
to local residents sweeping glass, but huge huggktiiou to the council who
came to work at 3 o’clock this morning to wash gtleng, clear the glass, move
everything, there’s a few burned out cars theygaieg to be moved...In the
meantime, how can we be useful? Clapham is inta atad they are letting people
help out there. So in about an hour’s time a latoére going to head down to
Clapham and Croydon, where we can use our brootha&nally do some good

there....
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Figure 6: Riot cleanup participants checking tiptiones at Hackney Town Hall
(McDevitt, 2011b)

The borough’s rector, Father Rob Wickham told tteevel to “reclaim these
streets” and walk to Clarence road, where the ptet®ok place the day before (Davies
et al., 2011). There, the group held a two-mindtglence and started to clean the
remains of two torched cars. The event mainly folake on Clarence road, near the
Pembury Estate. Most of the cleaning also seerhave taken place around the Clarence
convenience store that was targeted in the rietslfty before. Lizzie Davies (In Jones,
Wells & Owen, 2011) fronThe Guardiarwho was there reported just before 9.a.m:

The clean-up here is well under way — men are $gngjthe green graffiti 'fuck

the pigs' off the shutters — but the real damadkectearly not go away so easily

At 9:43 a.m. she also reported being outside Hackmen hall, describing how

people have come from all over London for the #tesnup which was publicized on
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Twitter (Jones et al.,2011). People from outside of Hackmeyral had come from places
including Dalston (still in Hackney), Finsbury Pgm neighboring borough Islington)
and Hampstead (a wealthy neighborhood in North Westlon).

Davies adds that the volunteers have “come up agamunexpected problem:
the clean-up’s already been done. The street®iarda have been hosed down, the glass
swept up and bins re-erected in their proper plaédsk from Hampstead had come “to
get involved, to play my part” while Andrew Knigfitom Finsbury Park said that “finally
my moral conscience has woken up” after 10 yeahwiofy in London (Jones et al.,
2011). George Sandison, an editor from a publishorgpany who had taken the

morning off said that “it's nice to be useful” (et al., 2011)

5.3.SUMMARY

In this chapter, | have provided socioeconomic tlahreveals patterns of
inequality and gentrification in Battersea and Hagk— trends that tend to be erased
from the discourse and everyday discussions aheypriotests and the cleanupkave
also provided detailed demographic information regpg ethnicity, which is a crucial
factor in shaping the way in which various groupsewepresented during the protests
and the cleanups. Finally, | have attempted tot@ashort portrait of the types of
gentrifiers that may be found in both neighborhodks different compositions of these
new arrivals in the neighborhoods help explain wWie/cleanups took on different
characters in different places. In the next chaptecus on analyzing photographs of the

cleanups in Battersea and Hackney.
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Chapter 6: Analysis
6.1. CONTEXTUAL ANALYSIS OF PHOTOGRAPHS

The table below documents my collection and anglgkriot clean up photos in
Battersea and Hackney Central. As explained imte#hodology chapter, the
methodology of counting and categorizing variousrednts of photographs is limiting
and problematic for a number of reasons. Howeveras important for me to
systematically document elements of the photogrépditsare central to the dominant
discourse surrounding the riots. For example, anekalored in my background chapter,
proponents and participants of the cleamstpsss that the cleanups are ‘diverse’, with
people from ‘all races and backgrounds’. In otherdg, | acknowledge that my
categories, particularly relating to demographincay be problematic in reproducing
normative and socially constructed systems of caitegtion. However, | attempt to use
this crude synthesis of numbers asatry pointinto interpreting the multiple meanings
behind the cleanup within their larger social cahtand within larger relations of power.
The following table (Table 3) is based on my anialg$ a total of 66 photographs,

including:

14 newspaper photographers from a total of 6 nepespdor Battersea

27 social media photographs for Battersea

7 newspaper photographs from a total of 5 newsgdpemHackney

17 social media photographs for Hackney

98



For Battersea, | found photographs of the eventeplosn the websites of following

newspapers:
e The Sun
« The BBC

* The Guardian

* The Daily Mail

* The Evening Standard

* The Telegraph
For Hackney, | found photographs on the websiteab@following papers:

» Telegraph

* The Evening Standard

* The Londonist

* The Hackney Citizen

* The Sun

For both Battersea and Hackney, ‘social media gjvafths’ refer to photographs

found on social media websites, and usually takeanbateur photographers who were
either at the scene and/or participated in the tevdre vast majority of these
photographs were from the photo-sharing weldditkr. The highlighted cells point to
categories in which there is a large discrepandienfrequency in which a certain
element was photographed and published in newspagestompared to social media

websites.
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Table 3: Quantitative analysis of riot cleanup pigoaph taken in Battersea and

Hackney.
BATTERSEA HACKNEY
Newspaper Social media Newspaper Social Media
photographs photographs photographs photographs
CLEANING
% photographed not
Cleaning 93% 74% 70% 41%
% photographed
cleaning 7% 26% 30% 59%
% photographed
with brooms 58% 28% 42% 37%
% photographed
with dust pans 1% 5% 10% 13%
% photographed
with bin bags 4% 15% 3% 12%
% photographed
with gloves 31% 28% 30% 24%
% of which are
marigold gloves 59% 50% 38% 38%
% of which are
garden gloves 31% 20% 13% 36%
% of which are
disposable blue
gloves 6% 17% 6% 9%
GENDER
% women
photographed 63% 49% 55% 53%
% men
photographed 37% 51% 45% 47%
RACE
% white people
photographed 85% 91% 88% 84%
% black people
photographed 15% 8% 12% 11%
INTERSECTION
OF GENDER &
RACE
% white women
photographed 50% 47% 47% 43%
% black women
photographed 13% 2% 8% 10%
% white men
photographed 35% 44% 42% 45%
% black men
photographed 2% 6% 3% 2%
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Race and gender

My analysis of photographs from Battersea and Haglaonfirms the common
criticism that the cleanups were predominantly @i the case of Battersea, national
newspaper photographs show about 85% of the gaatits as being white. Comparing
this to the statistics of Shaftesbury Ward wher@p@Gam Junction is located, | noticed
that the white population was also 85% accordinipéc2001 census (see Table 1 in
Chapter 5). Moreover, the 2009 year estimates afd&aorth’s borough population
suggest that about 78% of residents are white. Mewé the Latchmere Ward which is
just north of Shaftebury, the white population wwagy 63% in 2001 (see table B).
other words, the high number of white participasgems to be representative of many
but not all geographic areas surrounding Claphamstiin. The high number of white
participants also contrasts with the official figarof the young people who took part in
the protests as outlined in in Chapter 5: accorthngarly Ministry of Justice figures of
those arrested 31% were white, 40% were black, Wé#é mixed and 12% had no stated
or recorded ethnicity (Ministry of Justice, 2012).

In the case of Battersea, my study of photografgtsanfirms my initial
observation that women, particularly white womerreavmade more visible than both
men and black women in the national press. Moreigally, almost two thirds of all
newspaper photographs have captured women engagjeel cleanups. On the other
hand, the social media photographs reveal an aletpstl ratio between men (49%) and
women (51%). Looking at the intersection of rand gender, | calculated that around

50% of total participants were white women in thetographs published in newspapers,
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while 13% were black. Amateur photographs telighfly different story, showing that
only around 2% of women photographed were blachk agfain almost half being white
women (47%).

Looking at particular examples, the photographa niimber of women were
repeatedly published, especially on the websitalabid or popular newspapers likbe
Sun The Daily MailandThe TelegraphMost of these ‘poster’ girls’ (Bates, 2011), are
seen wearing t-shirts, inscribed with words of IémeBattersea or Clapham, and hate
against the ‘looters’.

Other Slogans include “Looters are scum”, “I (hehandon”, “London hate
looters”, “I love Clapham” and “(heart) London #ieteanup” (the last one was inscribed
on the back of a man’s t-shirt). Moreover, amagghotographs show a large number of
men and women wearing a small sticker expressiveg fior their postcode. However,
and contrary to my expectation, the ratio of worteemen seems to be more balanced
when comparing newspaper photographs to socialargthtographs, suggesting that
men did play an important role in the cleanups.

Black women also tend to be more represented irspapers (13%) than in
social media photographs (2%). This is particultémie forthe BBG The Guardiarand
The TelegraphThis can be explained perhaps as an attempttatedbalance the
conception of the cleanups as distinctively whiterds.

In Hackney, newspapers photographs on average ahow 88% of the riot
cleanup participants as white and around 12 %askbAmateur photographs don’t

differ very much, with around 84% of the photogregiparticipants being white and
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11% black. A number of South Asian young men wése photographed during the
minute of silence staged on Clarence Street béfh@eot cleanup began. In stark
contrast, the Central Hackney Ward statistics ftben2001 census show that 33% of
residents are black, and only 52% white. As seeiee, the Hackney-wide numbers for
2009 are only slightly higher, with almost 63% loé fpopulation being white which
reflects a rise of 4% since 2001.

As mentioned earlier, the Ministry of Justice figsiof those who participated in
the protests reveal that around 23% were white3&34 black, 10% were from mixed
backgrounds 26% had no ethnicity stated or recoflieuistry of Justice, 2012). Once
again it is important to note that these numberd te be distorted in that black men are
disproportionately likely to get arrested by thdigem Here, | interpret the high number of
white participants as being linked to the gentdfgeography of Hackney and by the fact
that many volunteers came from other parts of Londlothe next section I will explore
in further detail how | understand the visualizataf class and whiteness in the case of

Hackney.

10¢



Figure 8

Figure 7

Figure 7: Hackney riot cleanup. Sourééickr (Carrasco, 20139

Figure 8: Hackney riot cleanup. Sourééickr (stephbosset, 2011a)

While the contrast is not as high, in Hackney, ntben half (55%) of the
participants captured in the newspaper photograppear to be women. The number is
only slightly lower in amateur photographs, witlband 53% of subjects being women.
However, at the intersection of gender and raceosi half of all participants
photographed (47%) and published in newspapertaite women, with only 8% out of
the total participants being black women. Amajgwtographs capture on average
around 10% of all subjects as black women, and 48%hite women, revealing only a
small discrepancy.

Cleaning practices and objects
One of the most striking features of the way inahhthe Clapham Junction

cleanups were photographed by the press is thaed®é people cleaning. | only found

30 Caption reads: “London Riots Cleanup (Mare Steset Clarence Road). Text above photograph
includes “After 3 days of looting and riots in sealeboroughs in London, Twitter and Facebook uberse
organized themselves to clean up the mess leftfewa(Carrasco, 2011).

104



one online photograph in a big national newspapkee Qaily Mail), showing around 7
women and 6 men (all white) sweeping a street wapbears to be near the Junction (|
will be analyzing this photo in the next sectioffe rest of the photographs published in
national newspapers portray the majority of pgraats (around 93%) performing an
activity other than cleaning. In Clapham Junctitis includes the photograph of the
broom wave that went ‘viral’ through Twitter andbsequently incorporated into
newspaper’s depiction of the event, revealing toerypline between amateur and

newspaper photography.

Figure 9: Battersea riot cleanup. Source: Mail @mlBayles, 2013}

Other activities captured in newspaper photograptiade people standing with
brooms in the air or in front of their legs, simghanding, walking and looking ahead,
posing for photographs, checking their phone, dmnigkea and writing slogans on t-

shirts.

3lcaption reads: “Clean sweep: Brooms at the reagyple brought together through Twitter gather to
clear up Clapham Junction, devastated in the ldstsnight” (Bayles, 2011)
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In contrast, the photographs found primarilyFdickr capture around one quarter
of the participants cleaning. In many cases whpears to be cleaned or swept is small
pieces of glass, while in other photographs therething visible on the floor. Other
things being swept include paper, plastic andrlitée majority of photographs capture
people sweeping pavements, curbs or streets, alides show participants picking or
sweeping up pieces of glass inside shops.

Although this could be partly because newspapeoedask for certain types of
photos that fit the editorial format, readershipl atance of the newspaper, #Hekr
photographs paint a much richer picture of whaep#tctivities were taking place apart
from cleaning. For example, photographs includ# stambers of Starbucks coffee shop
offering free coffee and tea to the cleanup volergewhile other shops were offering
sweets and cakes. One photograph shows a muscateattaching Union Jack bunting
flags across Lavender Hill Street where the mamvdrwas standing before being
allowed to go into the ‘crime-designated’ area,gasgfing once again that men played an
important role in the representation of the cleaniporeover, the display of flags

underscores the presence of national symbols inl#aaups.
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Figure 10 ' | Figure 11 '

Figure 10: Battersea riot cleanup. Soufekr (Herring 2011 2011%2

Figure 11: Battersea riot cleanup. Soufekr (linniekin, 2011%3

In terms of objects used whether in the act ofraleg in anticipation of cleaning
or symbolically, | observed that on average newsmaphowed more than half (58%) of
the volunteers using a broom in one form or anotBecial media photographs capture
around half of this number (28%), suggesting thg imavhich newspapers capitalized
on the symbolic value of the broom. As noted Chiapteommentators and participants
described the broom explicitly a symbol of *hopgdegfiance’ and ‘civilization’.

However, this might also be explained by the natdifgress photographers’ job, as they
are encouraged to take dramatic pictures.

Social media photographs also show more peopleg ukiatpans (5% compared
to 1% as observed in newspapers photographs)iddatk bin bags are also seen in

higher frequency in the social media photograpb&qlcompared to (4%). However, the

32 Caption reads: “Post Riot Cleanup: Jack drawsrshée the clean up after rioting in Clapham, a man
hangs the British flags across the street to wilgecs from the crowd® Matthew James Herring 2011
33 Caption reads: “Clapham Junction Clean-up”.
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number of people photographed wearing gloves alemsals 30% for both categories.

Within the glove category, | observed that the majof people were photographed by
the press wearing yellow marigold gloves (59%)olwkd by garden gloves (31%) and

disposable blue gloves (6%). The numbers varigtl@ih Flickr photographs, with 50%
of people wearing gloves photographed wearing roltigloves, 20% garden and 17%
blue disposable gloves.

In Hackney, around 30% of participants are seeanahg, according to my
observations of newspaper photographs. In contthmegst 60% of participants are
captured cleaning in social media photographs. @gedn, this points to the symbolic
value of the cleanups and the way in which newspgag®se to make the non-cleaning
body more visible. When people were not photogrdpiteaning by the press, they are
seen walking, posing for photographs, standingaince for the minute of silence and
holding hands, and congregating and waiting intfadriHackney Town Hall. Social
media photographs show people, standing, lookaiking, drinking coffee, taking

pictures, getting organized, holding hands, walkirign brooms and smiling.
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Figure 12 Figure 13

Figure 12: Minute of silence on Clarence Road. Beutlickr (stephbosset, 2011b)

Figure 13: Cleanup participants walking on Maree&tr SourceFlickr (Carrasco,
201134

Nevertheless, the photographs which show peopéaitlg in Hackney portray a
different picture than that in Clapham Junctiomstof all, most of the cleaning seems to
be concentrated around one spot in which a cabwased. What is photographed as
being cleaned is a mixture of a black and muddyaashcar debris. Around 42% of
participants are photographed using brooms by tégsp This number is only slightly
lower (37%) for the social media photograph sugggsionsistency in representation.

Almost the same number of people were photograpbed) dust pans (10% by
newspapers and 13% by amateur photographers)ughhbis number is more than
double of that observed in Clapham Junction. Tumalrer of people photographed using
bin bags averages to 3% in newspaper photogragh®daur times as much in social

media ones.

34 Caption reads: “London Riots Cleanup Hackney (Matreet and Clarence Road)” (Carrasco, 2011b)
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Finally, almost a third of participants are photqgred wearing gloves by the
press (30%), while the number is slightly lower $ocial media photographs (24%). The
number of people photographed wearing marigoldegawverages to 38% for both
newspaper and social media photographs. Howeae th a relatively large
discrepancy in the representation of garden glaagsnly 13% of participants are
photographed wearing them by the press, comparg@%oby amateur photographs. The
frequency of disposable blue gloves varies slightiyh an average of 6% of participants
photographed wearing them by the press, and 9%nlayeaur photographers. These
discrepancies in the use of gloves are not paatilyusignificant for my research. What is
more important, especially for the next sectiomasumenting the different types of
gloves used and the potential symbolism they h#aelzed to it.

To summarize, through my analysis of 66 photogrdygm Battersea and
Hackney, it appears that the majority of particiigamere white. This contrasts with the
multiracial background of the protesters in botltkieey and Battersea. Moreover, while
particularly white women tend to be overrepreseimeatewspaper photographs, social
media pictures reveal that men played more ordassquivalent role in the cleanups.

In terms of cleaning patterns, most news photogaptiackney and Battersea
privilege the representation of participants whe emgaged in activities other than
cleaning, although most of the time this also ineslthe use of objects. Newspaper
photographs also seem to make the most out ofythbdic power of brooms, while

photographs from across news and social media sevwnarigold gloves were
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prominent in use. Finally, in Battersea, the balyisibly used as a site of inscription for
feelings of love and hate.

The findings and analysis presented above raisaiceuestions around the
body’s relationship with artifacts (including pdink), the gendered performance of
bodies and the wider production of whiteness. kdeexamine these themes further

through a deep, semiotic and discursive analysesfefv photographs as ‘text.’

6.2.NEWSPAPER CONTEXT

Methodology review

As explored in Chapter 2, | draw on the work ofétudall (1997), Roland
Barthes (1977), Judith Butler (1988; 1993; 1995 Baucault (1990), in thinking
through how meaning is produced through signifypractices that are connected to
larger questions of power/knowledge. First, | pdava description of all the key ‘signs’
in the photographs, i.e. what elements the phopdg@denote This is the first level of
signification (Barthes, 1977). In the second ledfehnalysis, | seek to explore what some
of these signs magonnote As noted in Chapter 2, | use the distinctionighgier and
signified as an entry point of discussion to exploow the two may be interconnected.
Importantly, by drawing on Butler's (1988) theoryperformativity, | am attentive to
how signifying practices enact or generate thatchiiney also name (Butler, 1993).

Context of photographs
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| have chosen four photographers for my analydig. fWo Battersea photographs
are from TheMail Online (the online version of heDaily Mail), while the Hackney ones
are from therelegraph.co.uk.

TheMail Onlineis regularly the most visited UK newspaper sigjistering
almost 4.5 million average unique browsers in At@@d 1 (McAthy, 2011), surpassing
the Guardian.co.uky around 1.5 million. It also surpassed the NewkYTimes as the
most visited newspaper site in the world, drawi@grillion unique visitors a month
January 2012 (Collins, 2012). In print, it is tleeend most widely circulated paper after
TheSun Founded in 1896 by Lord Northcliffe and now owrtgdBritish Media
conglomerat®aily Mail and General Trust pl¢he paper is a middle-market tabloid.
Lauren Collins recently published an articleTime New Yorkefarguing that the paper is
the most powerful in Britain while not necessasglypporting any political party. Instead,
as an editor told her,

“The paper’s defining ideology is that Britain rgmne to the dogs.” Nor is the

Mail easy to resist. Last year, its lawyers shut doywroay site that allowed

liberals to browse Mail Online without bumping ug fraffic. (Collins, 2012,

para.2)

In August 2011Telegraph.co.ukvas the third most-visited UK newspaper site
after Mail Online andGuardian.co.ukregistering over two million average unique
browsers (McAthy, 2011). The newspaper is consemrdeaning and was founded by
army officer and travel writer Arthur Sleigh in 2Band is currently owned by the

billionaire Barclay brothers.
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Despite these distinctions between online newsgapeoticed that media is used
in a complicated way by users, especially in timies big event like the riots. From my
experience, web users circulate and read a widetyaf articles online; this is
particularly true in the circulation of online pice galleries.

Moreover, as noted throughout this research, neganizations from a variety of
political ideologies provided widespread supporttfe riot cleanups. In other words,
while distinctions between newspapers are visthie meta-messages about the riot
cleanups, and the way the cleanups are able teniathese messages through the
media, are arguably the same in many cases. lneakian sense, different
representations of the riot cleanups can be saipéoate within the same regime of truth

(Foucault, 1980).

6.3. THE CLEANING BODY

Photograph 1: Battersea

Posted on th®aily Mail website on the afternoon of August 10, 2001, ihne
of the very few photographs published in natiorel/spapers showing people cleaning
in Battersea. The caption reads “[c]lapham cleanMgbunteers don rubber gloves to
sweep the streets and pick up broken glass follgwie riots in the London suburb”,
while the overall article is entitled “#RiotWomblea the march: 200 rioters caused this
mayhem...500 offer to clean up mess” (McDermott &rdgf 2011). The article
representd/ail Online’s principal news coverage of the events around dlatcy. No

information is provided about the author of thistigalar photograph.
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Figure 14: Battersea riot cleanup, St John’s R8adrce:Mail Online (“Clapham clean-
up”, 2011).

At the denotative level, this photograph shows efepeople engaged in cleaning
the road of a high street. The majority (seven)appo be women. Five people are seen
holding household and deck brooms, some using thesweep the floor, while six of
them are wearing gloves. The majority of the gloaresyellow marigold gloves, while
someone is seen wearing pink gloves and a womaeaepo be wearing what seems
like brown garden gloves. Two volunteers are squatir leaning down on the floor

sweeping something with a dustpan and brush, wimite large black bin bags are also
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used to dispose of what is being swept. Althougghing is visible in the photograph,
the caption informs the viewer that this it is bealglass that is being swept.

All the people photographed are white. While sorepbe are wearing trainers or
‘comfortable’/’everyday’ clothes, others appeasémi-leisurely clothes. Around six to
ten other people seem to be watching the cleaiiingy are most likely bystanders, local
residents or local shop owners. A professional caman is seen walking in the back
while a most likely amateur photographer facesdhisk to the viewer of the photograph,
as he photographs the scene himself. In the baskdrdwo green trucks can be seen.
These are probably the Wandsworth council’s wasteagement trucks.

In terms of shops, | was able to see that the gsegmon the left is the sign of an
upscale/posh supermarket chain, Waitrose. This stiane that the cleaning was taking
place on St John’s Road, just south of ClaphamtihmcThe pink shop is a Recipease,
celebrity chef Jamie Oliver’s “food and kitchen phehere everyone can learn to cook
and make great fooéf (Recipease, 2012). Oliver revealed onThigeeteraccount that
the Clapham Junction shop was not targeted, writidg cookery school was in the
thick of Clapham riot but seems there not intexkstaeading or cooking as Waterstones
& Resipease go left...” (Britten, 2011). Behind thaitkbse are an O2 mobile phone
shop and a pharmacy.

On the connotative level of analysis, this photpgreepresents the cleaning body

as leisurely, and white. While there are more wothan men, | would not consider this

35 Jamie Oliver, originally from Essex, has mass appethe UK. He used to call himself the 'nakedfth
because his recipes were all about 'simple praymt fwith fresh ingredients. However, his shops ldou
probably cater to the posh market.
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a photo that privileges the representation of womehe riot cleanups, given other
examples that are more obvious. However, this cgrtagether of gender in the act of
cleaning begins to communicate an image of ‘colmrefAhmed, 2004).

Moreover, it is the streets that are being visgept as the caption asserts, but
no visible sign of ‘dirt’ can be identified in thphotograph. While the very absence of
dirt reinforces the performative aspect of the iwieg, the caption encourages the viewer
to visualize that there is broken glass on therflboitself, broken glass is a historical
signifier of disorder and danger, particularly e tcontext of urban space, while it also
something cannot be put back together — it neetie temoved and thrown away. This
suggests that the cleaning body is also perforraifaym or respectable behavior in its
attempt to ‘re-order’ the high street, echoing oh#he participant's comment that ‘you
can't behave like this’ (see Chapter 4).

The use of brooms and dustpans usually assoaiatiedhome cleaning create an
image of domesticity. This practice of home-makimglso signified through Jamie
Oliver’s cooking shop. Importantly, the shop alsdicates a kind of domestic
masculinity in which housework and cooking are eethized (Gorman-Murray, p.371).
Arguing that this ‘New Man’ has developed in thailhal space between work and home
and represents a new model for hetero-masculiitgrew Gorman-Murray (2008) (see
also Moseley, 2001 and Hollows, 2003) describesel@tiver as one of the most
notable images of this in popular culture: “he t&akare of children, cooks for family and

friends, and wants to ensure school children haadtly meals” (p.371).
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The Waitrose supermarket also acts as marker dfifjestion. On news websites
and blogs, the fact that a Waitrose has openefies ased to argue that gentrification is
now ‘official’. For exampleThe Telegrapipublished an article in 2009 entitled “The
new Waitrose shows there is hope for Croydon afté(Singleton, 200936

Middle and upper-class identities are also markesubtle ways through the
particular choice of clothes — the combinationmdrs wear and khaki trousers worn by
the woman in the front, as well as the combinatibshort and boat shoes worn by the
man taking photographs.

To summarize my interpretation of this photogragipresentation functions
through a number of practices that mark bodieshateywespectable and distinctively
upper middle class, while images of health and hioess prevail. This reproduction of
identity also comes about in the way bodies cohespace in sweeping away what is
defined as in need of expulsion. After my analgsisackney photograph, | will explore
in more depth some of the meta-messages that apphyth images.

Photograph 2: Hackney

This photograp¥® was published in an online picture galleryTdre Telegraph
website on August 9, 2011. The caption reads “Clgaoperation around Mare St saw
local residents amass at the Hackney Town Halkpoess their disgust at the damage,
praise the council clear-up and travel to ClardRdeclose by to assist with clear up after

damage caused previous nighwhile the title readsl’ondon and UK riots: the clean-up

36 Singleton (2009) concludes that “Croydon may Il@hav city today, but tomorrow it'll be full of
cocktail bars.”

37 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleridésiews/8691273/London-and-UK-riots-the-clean-up-
operation-in-pictures.html?image=22
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operation in pictures(“Clean-up operation”, 2011). The picture is audftbas “Rex”
which is the name of a photographic press agendypanture library.

The photograph shows a young man in his twentieepimg away the remains of
a burned car on Clarence road. He is using a holgeh deck broom but is wearing no
gloves. He is wearing casual, everyday clothes gmaearing a bag around his shoulder.
Dust seems to have been poured over the remathg chr by the council’s cleaners.
Half of the storm water drain is also visible oe tight hand side of the photograph.
Behind him to the left is a woman, probably in lze twenties. She is holding what
appears to be a dustpan and brush. She is wearamlpants, a multicolored headband
and a sturdy bag around her chest.

On the other side of the cleaning man is an oldamn,mprobably in his forties or
fifties, taking photographs of the remains of theengd car. To the left in the back is
another man who appears to be taking photograpthshia mobile phone. To the far left
of the photograph are a person’s hands. The haedsoaered with garden or mechanic’s
gloves, and appear to be in mid-action or waitiagf éhey have touched something.

At the very front of the photograph is a pram vatkleeping young girl (most
likely), who looks about three years old. She igaling on to a teddy bear. A deck
broom, its bottom covered in burned car ashegssng on the pram. Most of the people
in the photograph are white, apart from the mamtpk photograph at the back and the
woman on the left whose head was cropped.

On the second level of signification, the white ypabthe pram acts as a powerful

symbol of a ‘family friendly’ and ‘safe’ environmernrhe pram - when visibly associated
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to middle class parents - is often used as a mfépegentrification in the context of
Hackney. Importantly, the image of a white baby hiasorically been constructed within
a visual rhetoric of ‘innocence’ and ‘purity’.

The woman’s red harem trousers and headband paltesignify Hackney’s
‘alternative’ or ‘liberal’ gentrifier. The bags arod the man and the woman’s chest
suggest that they possibly traveled to this swwedtat they are not there for long. Either
way, they don’t necessarily look like they have gtepped out of their house onto
Clarence road (see also Figure 13). Similarly tmp@Glm, cleaning seems to be
represented as a unifying activity across genddgsertheless, the focus on the young
man cleaning also tells a story about domestic oliamsty and suggests an image of the
‘responsible’ man.

Like the broken glass in Battersea, the ashes@®gribund become associated
with the semiotics of disorder and waste. Moreothex,ashes are photographed falling in
and lying around a drain, which in itself represemspace that allows waste to exit,
while also connoting images of un-health — images tontrast starkly to the white baby
in the pram. Like in the Battersea photograph,c@@ss of home-making seems to be at
play as objects like brooms and dustpans thatsuelly associated with the house are
taken out on the street.

Finally, the caption of the photograph introdudesimportant theme of disgust.
Going back to Skegg’s (2005) conceptualizationisfdst an expression that allows for
the formations of collectivities based on the publesignation of something as

disgusting or immoral, the caption may help bodtesohere visually. Notably,
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expressions of disgust are not visible on peopéess, at least not in a conventional
way. In one sense, this underscores the way inhwhieaning and discourse come about
in the way different texts relate to each othen{Bas, 1977). On the other hand, disgust
can also be performed through its very containmeqgressed implicitly through the act
of volunteering to ‘clean the mess of others’.
Meta-analysis

In both photographs, the meaning of the cleanirdyltakes shapes in complex
ways and may be interpreted from a multitude oftposs. What strikes me in particular
is the way in which the cleaning body gains meatimgugh its interconnection with
objects, and through the way in which these objieaiditate the removal of what |
assume is being defined as ‘dirty’. Brooms playediadeniable role in the iconic
representation of the cleanup and so | will begmfhere and proceed to analyzing the
dustpans, bin bags and gloves.

An important element of the brooms used duringcteanups is that they appear
to be designed for the house or for light outddeawing. They almost acquire a
character of comic inadequacy when compared tpihiessional council brooms as

picture below. A number of symbols have alreadynbmmnnected to the use of brodfs

38 The broom also has a long history of being usa@epoesent fantasy, liminality and boundary
transgression: as a fetish of female domestic lab¥ictorian and Edwardian times, as various sylwlod
matrimony in Wales and Ireland and the United Staft&éie broom also has connotations with war and
victory. For example, a “clean sweep” (meaning epbiad been swept from the seas) was demonstrated
by hanging a broom from a mast or lashing it togbascope of U.S. submarines during World War 1.
Also, brooms are often used symbolically in conterapy protests where the act of cleaning (usually
corruption or the government) is laid out as exhjicymbolic and performative
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through the oral and written discourse about tearalips, namely that they signify

‘defiance’, ‘hope’, the ‘civilized majority’, andsbmething very British’ (See Chapter 4).

Figure 15: Council workers clearing remains of @aiClarence Road, Hackney. Source:
The TelegrapliCawthra, 201Ey

As noted earlier, the brooms help bodies to corgetteer in public space
creating the impression of togetherness. The dnstpad brushes also become important
elements in creating an atmosphere that is ren@ntsaf the domestic realm. Plastic, and
small, they seem out of place, reinforcing the grenfative aspect of the cleaning. The
black bin bags also become particularly visible@roming the agent of final disposal.
What is swept in the broom, is collected in thetpas with a brush, and finally disposed
of in the bin bag which is taken to space outsidie street. The plastic bin bag
conceals all that is in it. All its objects becohmmogenized as ‘garbage’ inside its
lining, garbage that might go bad if not remove@xpulsed from a particular space

within a certain time limit.

39 Caption reads: “Council workers begin to cleardamage caused to the road by a burnt out car on
Clarence place in Hackney, London following a thday of riots in the capital” (Cawthra, 2011).
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Figure 16 Figure 17

Figure 16: Battersea riot cleanup. Source: Emmae@dge (2011)

Figure 17: Hackney riot cleanup. Sourddickr (Carrasco, 2011¢9

Cleaning is also performed through the use of gloYellow rubber marigold
gloves were the most widely used in both Hacknel/@iapham. The use of marigolds
communicates the trope of female domestic laboreMpecifically, they bring back the
memory of the industrialization and commodificatimfrdomestic cleaning, particularly
through the image of female dishwashing. Neverdsle is important to note that such
tropes still prevail in advertisements, particuaHose for domestic cleaning services.

Designed to protect the hands from corrosive ligwdother damaging substance
or materials, the wearing of marigolds also suggest need to protect the hand’s skin
from what is dirty and threatening to the bodytHis way, marigolds also become
markers of class in hiding the body’s visible labor

The use of garden and mechanic’s gloves was atsmanon sight. In contrast to

the marigold gloves, these gloves allude to imafe®lunteering, planting trees and

40 Caption reads: “London Riots Cleanup Hackney (Matreet and Clarence Road)” (Carrasco, 2011c).
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DIY culture — or to the idea that something needsd fixed. Also, garden gloves are not
thrown away after use, and suggest a more comfertabdiation between the hands and
what is being handled. In the context of the rleanupstheir use contributes to the
image of the ‘good’ volunteering body that is atdédhelp a neighborhood ‘regenerate’, as
well as exposing practices of male propriety.

Finally, many participants were wearing disposdible gloves. While marigolds
are disposed after a number of uses, blue glowesttebe thrown away together with
what they have touched, after one use. Here, thggsoof surveillance (McClintock,
1995, p.154) come to the surface through the uskspbsable gloves, as if the
participants are performing a kind of border inggecon their neighborhood. Thus the
use of rubber glove also mirrors the pseudo-dismaf criminology and medicine. Like
the evidence collected by forensic officers indfftermath of the riots (see below), the
gloves are used to clinically remove what is vimeal a kind of disease or pollution, re-

activating discourses of race, purity and hygiene.

Figure 18: Woman collecting forensic evidence fnoots, Manchester. Source:
International Business TimgReuters, 2011a)
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Hands themselves become powerful icons in the ghapds. Echoing a similar
discourse to anti-terror campaigns in which theregof the suspect stranger is mediated
through that of objects that may handieduspect ways, the riot cleanup makes visible
claims to innocence and the embodiment of a leginstruggle, as seen in the logo
which was developed for one of the cleanup wehdieseover, the performance of
‘getting your hands dirty’, as heard in many intews, invokes a certain notion that ‘the
state has failed us, so we will take matters intoawn hands’. But the hands are also
helping hands: expressing their desire to helpshpwing solidarity’ with the affected
neighborhoods or with the council cleaners, cleguhi@comes also a performance of
benevolence. Once again, class and whiteness semiatérialize around the act of

‘doing good’ (Slocum, 2006).

wrong hands,

Fure9 glHie 20

Figure 19: Australian ‘anti-terror’ ad (Chemicalcaety, 2010).

Figure 20: Riot Cleanup logo (Riot Cleanup, 2011)
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6.4.THE LOVING BODY

As stated throughout the research, love and car@nhe central to the riot cleanup
discourse. For example, when interviewed about thby were participating in the
cleanup event in Clapham, young men and womendalkeut the ‘love’ they have for
their community, their desire to “help in any walydy] can to repair it from all the
damage that’s been done” or because the “resporsared is love and the response to
disorder is to show order and care” (Riot cleanru@lapham, 2011). In this section, |
seek to unpack how the discourse of love operatdiael cleanups, while also exploring
how it relates to the emotions of fear and hogttlitat characterized popular reactions to
the riots.

Photograph 3: Battersea

Figure 21. Battersea riot cleanup. SouMail Online (Reuters, 2011b).
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Published in thé/ail Onlineon the § August 2011, this photograph was taken
on St John’s Hills Road. The photograph’s capteads “London hates looters': More
volunteers in Clapham Junction, where they haveegated after call outs on Twitter”
(Reuters, 2011b) and was published in the samdeaas the first photo of people
sweeping the street (McDermott & Jaffray, 2011).

On a denotative level, the photograph shows twdemlitomen standing among a
bigger crowd. One is wearing a long sleeved sinvbich she has inscribed the words
“(heart) LONDON HATE LOOTERS”. Around her waistasHilly waist bag. Hilly is a
clothing company that specializes in synthetic maltéor runners. She is also wearing
sunglasses and a cap. Her facial expression, ibic@ation with the angle at which the
photograph was taken, makes her seem aggressiwal&happears to be looking away
from the camera. Another woman on the right isribgtg her own t-shirt, sunglasses on
her head, and eyes focused her writing. She isimgeaomfortable or sport clothing.

It is important to note here that most people wdretographed expressing
slogans of love for their neighborhood, city or tgosle. While the ‘'scum’ and ‘hate’
discourse certainly was not marginal, it was lasile at the cleanups but was
particularly prolific online as well as on a numlnémessage walls such as the one set up
at the Debenhams Department store in Clapham dumn&ee below). Nevertheless, as
noted earlier in the chapter, a number of womenecempersonify the discourse as their
photographs were made hyper-visible in nationalspapers lik&'he SunThe

TelegraphandThe Daily Mail(or Mail Online).
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Figure 22 Figure 23
Figure 22: “Hugs not thugs”. Source: areyouhavingpdbe (2011a)

Figure 23: “Love vs Fear. Choose the right one’urSe: areyouhavingabubble (2011c)

On a second level of signification, the women’sice®f clothing communicates
a sense of ‘usefulness’ and ‘vitality’, stressihg aipparent functionality of the task ahead
(cleaning). The first woman’s body (in the greyrghs also communicating a
combination of aggression and aloofness, embodgisgme sense the ‘hate’ part of her
t-shirt. Importantly, the figure of two women indzng their love for the capital (and
metonymically, the nation) is tied up to historieasociations of women as defenders of
the city-nation (Ahmed, 2004; McClintock, 1995).

The inscription of love on the woman'’s t-shirt isienportant symbol. The
formulation ‘I (heart) + city’ is usually associdtevith the graphic designer Milton
Glaser, who originally developed the concept in Néwk City. The logo has since been
copied throughout the world and is most often usdtle context of tourism. During
9/11, the ‘I love New York’ slogan became so poptitat Glaser redesigned the slogan

stressing that ‘I (heart) NY more than ever.’
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In the case of the woman in Battersea, the idéevarig London signifies the
desire to portray the city in positive terms torgome watching the events, while
simultaneously identifying the perpetrators wholzated, presumably because they have
failed to love their city. As Ahmed (2004) stresge$he Cultural Politics of Emotign
hate is often felt as belonging to one’s own badthough it is directed at an ‘other’.
This turning away from the other is often livedtasing towards the self and
consequently as a form of narcissism. (Ahmed, 2p(4) This paradox is apparent in
the photograph in which the body is simultaneotiséysite of hate and self-love. The
very inscription of love also makes the woman’syobgper-visible as she sticks out
from the crowd, explaining in part why the mediar@vquick to reproduce her image.
Photograph 4: Hackney

In a second photograffpublished ofThe Telegraphvebsite on § August 2011,
the caption reads “Local residents amass at th&ri¢gcTown Hall with brooms and
other cleaning equipment”. It also appears in tloupe album entitled “London and UK
riots: the clean-up operation in picturedround 30 people are seen walking, many
pushing their bikes along. Nearly all of them atate. The woman at the front is seeing
carrying a broom in the air. The people in the a@@re wearing a mixture of casual and
leisurely clothes. The pace of their walk appears they are strolling, or walking at a

relaxed/ leisurely pace.

41 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleridésiews/8691273/London-and-UK-riots-the-clean-up-
operation-in-pictures.html?image=20
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In thinking through the connotative message ofpthetograph, the mass
procession of white people bushing bikes along Mareet in Hackney signals the
politics of class and gentrification. Like in magaiyies in the U.S, the culture surrounding
biking in London operates within a symbolic econamwhich the white cycling body,
particularly when riding through a neighborhoodttisagetting gentrified, becomes
classed through a set of cultural values premisechorality and ethical choice-making
(Skeggs, 2005, 969). Like the backpacks visiblgehatograph 2, bikes also evoke the
memory of travel. Most of the participants photgared here are likely to have cycled
from somewher¢o Hackney Town Hall

In the case of the Hackney photograph, what isr@mpas that the bodies are
aligned together and have a sense of directiondltigy are going to Clarence road, to
cleanit. ‘Love’ or ‘solidarity’ for the community is gxessed through this shared
alignment in space. Cleaning becomes a way to eg@e idealized love for the
‘community’ in Hackney in the way bodies are aligne opposition to the protesters
who created the mess the night before. Love henestlbecomes an untouchable
discourse in the politics of the riot cleanups. iEifehis alignment of bodies is walking
through a highly unequal and divided geography, wbuyld they not have the right to

love Hackney?



Figure 24: Hackney riot cleanup cyclist. Soutekckr (Carrasco, 2011c)
6.5.SUMMARY

Through an analysis of newspaper photographs,d httempted to show how
dominant notions of whiteness, class and gendeg wisualized through the performance
of various forms of expulsion during the cleanupkaning artifacts become constitutive
of the body’s identity as respectable and benevoldre performance of respectability
also depends on the enactment of various gendezdraf feminine and masculine
domesticity, and on implicit and explicit expressmf disgust and aggression.

Best exemplified through the photograph of the bialiyre pram, the production
of white innocence is developed in relation togkeniotics of disorder and criminality
which develop metonymically through the imagesrokien glass and muddy ashes.
Cleaning bodies are also differentiated throughugeof gloves which function as
powerful symbols of the corrective and generativibiéions of cleaning, while also
reproducing the more invisible violence of the siliance practices that contribute to the

criminalization of the protesters.
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The performance of love emerges both through physiscriptions and the
separated movement of bodies across space. Imfigytie discourse of love and care
allows the loving body to become hyper-visible, @hin turn allows for the emergence
of a form of narcissism that is also national (Aliy2004). In the next chapter, |
examine the role of the cleaning and loving bodhinia wider historical schema, while

exploring implications for future research and piczc
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Chapter 7: Discussion

Although the riot cleanups photographs tell an ingat story about class and
race formation in and of themselves, the way inclwhihey gain representational power is
also dependent on their juxtaposition with photpgeaof the protests. For example, on
the morning of August 9, 2011 (the day of the cigzs), without fail, all national
newspapers published photographs of building bgshas seen below. In fact, the two
men whose photographs were repeatedly publisheel atehe Hackney protests.
However, over half of the newspapers privilegedviseility of the young black man
wearing a hoodie, with a car burning in the backgy which says a lot about the way in
which tropes of black and working class criminalitfluenced the visual discourse of the

riots.

 Thie Daily Telegraph | = 10 [TDAILY % EXPRESS
Rule of the mob %= 515_&5 i&:ﬁ%‘% ;
; e

ondonburns | - Cops imrunning | - PM flies bac
as riots spread | battle with thugs for crisis

Thae Daily Telegraph A e
Rule of the mob

X

Figure 25: British Newspaper Front Pages, Augug03,1. Source-uffington Post
(“London Riots”, 2011).
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The photographs of the riot cleanups also neee foxiaposed with the
representation of women protesting. Although nat thany women took part in the
protest, those who did were made hyper-visibletiédar scrutiny was given to young
female protesters, best exemplified through ex-Q@ignrambassador Chelsea Ives who
was jailed for two years after being accused oflauy and attacking a police car. The
media represented her through the figure of theedy female rioter’ and ‘council
housing scum’ who has failed to perform an accepégdion of femininity (Allen &
Taylor, 2011). Thus the performance of female retgimlity in the riot cleanups also
needs to be juxtaposed against this dominant rept&son of female protesters.

While the discourse that protesters are ‘scum’ prasent in the riot cleanups, it
was not made visually explicit in the majority dfqiographs that were published in
national newspapers. Nevertheless, the absenaal@dmade ‘out of place’ doesn’t
mean that they were not represented as undesitalpart, class and race differentiations
were enacted through material objects that helpeddroduce a discourse of expulsion
as explored in Chapter 6.

Here | would like to return to Anne McClintock’sgarment that the fetish of
cleaning emerged during a time of crisis as a wgyéserve uncertain boundaries.
Although she writes of Victorian London, a numbé&her observations seem particularly
relevant to the contemporary context. As discugs€thapter 2, Anne McClintock
(1995) underscores the way in which cleaning aegumneaning in the way it was able to
segregate dirt from hygiene, order from disordef meaning from confusion (p.170). In

this context, dirt was assigned a fetishistic vatueelation to objects, as exemplified in
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McClintock’s point that a “broom in a kitchen cldse not dirty, whereas lying on a bed
itis”.

Holding on to this image for my analysis of thearlaps, it is worth going back to
Marx’s definition of commodity fetishism. For Mara,fetish is created once the
relationship between people is transformed intadtetionship between things, as the
labor that produces the object is erased fromntd tise and meaning (McClintock,
1995; Ahmed, 2000).

Now to go back to McClintock’s example, it is a|sossible to say that a broom
in a kitchen closest is not dirty whereas on th@@mporary streets of London it is.
Moreover, | would like to argue that the pavemantd the high streets stores begin to
acquire the qualities of boundary objects/spaceeimeating order from disorder, and
safety from danger. Cleaning can be thought of\@ayaof giving social value to these
threshold spaces which in the aftermath of thes niegre perceived as being ‘under
threat'.

Moreover, if dirt contains the qualities of excesshe way it is deemed to lie
outside the commodity market, cleaning the pulpaces and stores of the high street
becomes a way to restore the “overvaluation of censral exchange as the fundamental
principle of social community” (McClintock, 1995,154).

As an object, the broom is also connected to tlei@oof surveillance
(McClintock, 1995, p.154) in restoring the distioct between “clean money” and “dirty
money” (‘looting’, stealing) — restoring, in othewords, the “normal” economy of the

neighborhood. In this way, the underlying causethefprotests (which include
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institutional racism and rising social inequaligyk effectively collapsed and reduced to a
set of material relationships (a relationship betvpeople transformed into a
relationship between things) articulated aroundréoenstitution of property: the glass of
the broken shop must be swept, the ash of the duraemust be disposed of, the
scattered objects must be placed back on theivatieAt the same time, the young men
and women who took part in the protests are mamebiodies deemed ‘out of place’ and
in need themselves of domestication/incarceration.

Conversely, the policing of spatial boundaried$® @onnected to the idea of love
and care. In discussing the logic of surveillamcBeighborhood Watch Programs,
Ahmed (2000) suggests that a moral justificatiow#dch is being provided by the need
to care and protect the vulnerable member/body:€if-molicing communities are
inscribed as moral communities, those that caren§Ga&vokes a figure of vulnerability
who must be cared for, who must be protected fluarisks of crime and the danger of
strangers”. In the case of cleanups, the vulnenagimber is constructed principally
around the figure of the shop owner. For exampdégleanup.com has on its front page a
post that asks visitors to go to “www.helpsiva.canad donate money so he can get back
on his feet.” Siva’s shop is the convenience stor€larence road where the Hackney

cleanups took place.
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Siva Kandish is 5 local shopkeeper who ran the Clarence Convenience Store for 11 years

pefore it was ran wd. He had bullding insurance but na contents msurance &nd cannat

replace his siock. Flease go 1o wiw helpsya com and donale money so he can get back on

g ot

Figure 26: “Help Siva”. Source: Riot Cleanup (2011)

It is important to note here the domestic and teisurituals were performed not
only through the act of helping and cleaning, Bsb &hrough peripheral activities such
as drinking tea while strolling, eating cakes avaks offered by shop owners and
hanging Union Jack flags as seen in the case ¢é¢iBat. McClintock (1997) illustrates
the relationship between colonization and the ddimesuals rooted in European gender
and class roles (p.34) as she describes the dlimtrof a Huntly and Palmer’s Biscuits
ad showing a group of male colonials sitting in tieldle of the jungle drinking tea on
biscuit crates. McClintock writes:

In the flickering magic lantern of imperial desiteas, biscuits, tobaccos, Bovril,

tins of cocoa and, above all, soaps beach thenssetvéar-flung shores, tramp

through jungles, quell uprisings, restore order arite the inevitable legend of

commercial progress across the colonial landscpl 9)
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| would also like to suggest that the performanicel@aning was also enacted
digitally. As explained in Chapter 4, the riot aleps started as a social media
phenomenon oiiwitter, and were followed by the creation of a numbeditierent sites
and organizations. For example, “Operation CupedTurged Londoners to stay inside
their houses. To support the cause, the websitesdtaat “all you have to do is make a
cup of tea, take a photo of yourself drinkingtihame and then post it on cQperation
Cup of Tea Facebook page, just like the lovely pebplow” (Operation Cup of Tea,
2011).

It is important to remember here that both thecleanup and the Operation Cup
of Tea website encouraged viewers to ‘help thecpatientify suspects’ by reviewing
their online CCTV archive and by calling ‘crime gpeers*2. These practices, together
with the symbolic work of watching and policing theighborhood, exemplify recent
trends in online surveillance practices where eiiszare encouraged to be vigilant and
responsible by watching one another. As discuss&hapter 3, Koskela (2011) explores
the way volunteer observers take part in a prooE§mtriotic voyeurism’ by monitoring
the Texas-Mexico border from the comfort of theante through the Texas Virtual
Watch Program, while Mark Andrejevic (2006) suggekat the war on terrorism “is the
first war you can access from your desk” (p.44d)hie case of the riot cleanups, this

notion of ‘patriotic voyeurism’ can be thought af laeing re-articulated at the scale of the

42t is also worth recalling here that a vigilan&eitl recognition system was set up through a Goog|
group in the aftermath of the protests, althougteis later abandoned. Using the name “Facial Retogn
London Riots”, Forbes magazine (2011) publishedréiole on how the group created an experimental ap
using tools from Face.com, testing it with theiefrds and planning to release it on Facebook go tha
people could volunteer to scan riot photos to B&nly of the ne’er —do-wells were friends of trssir
(para.4).
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neighborhood through the exercise of various foofrdigital and performative
vigilantism and through the exhibition of self-dme and hygiene (tea, cleaning).

Twitter was also used as an important platform for thaadigpatialization of
difference, as voices/bodies were made out of glacaigh the surveillance of
‘deviant’/'uncivil’ use of language and technolodiollowing the public hysteria
expressed at the use of Twitter and BBM (Black Bétessenger) by the protesters, a
public discourse started to take shape aroundappropriate” use of social media.

A popular opinion was that the #riotcleanup andetaponcupoftea restored the
integrity of Twitter in bringing together ‘good atigers’ (while it is assumed that ‘bad
strangers’ use twitter to ‘riot’ and ‘loot’). Thesléscussions around ‘illegitimate’
Tweet/BBM messages gained particular weight afri® Starkey’s dissection of a
protester Chelsea Ive’s text message in an interwigh the BBC, asserting that “black
and white, boy and girl, operate in this languaggether, this language which is wholly
false, which is this Jamaican patois that's beimiguded in England, which is why so
many of us have this sense of literally a foreigardry” (Starkey, 2011).

Here we see the way in which language becomesatgignconnected to
governmentality as a marker of distinction (PuvZ®08, p.108), while the imperial,
legitimate language becomes associated with rdttbmking and ‘civility’, while
illegitimacy/criminality becomes articulated arouthe stereotypical image of
black/Jamaican spillage into the city-nation (M¢Kak, 2006).

Finally, I want bring these arguments together sugbest that the riot cleanups

constitute a form of erasure that is linked botlkdatemporary practices of gentrification
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and to wider historical amnesia of Britain’s postcial legacy. One of the principal
ways in which colonial relations are relived in firesent is the way in which social
differentiation is expressed in terms of behaviwt aulture (Gilroy, 2004).

Using Gilroy’s concept of postcolonial melancholtazan be argued that the
‘rioter’ comes to embody the figure of the intrusistranger upon which the nation’s
anxieties and fears are projected upon. As Gilrgues, anxiety is projected upon this
symbolic body of the stranger as it seems to “mdy cepresenthat vanished empire but
persistently refer consciousness to the unacknael@gain of its loss and the unsettling
shame of its bloody management” (2004). It is patérly within this context that
metaphors of the blitz bombings make sense inthiegt allude both to a time before
Britain’s unwanted settlers arrived to the metregand to a nation united under attack.
Often, and as exemplified in the riot cleanupsvilag in which such appeals to unity are
relived in the postcolonial present is throughgheduction of a type of whiteness that is
hybrid. As Ahmed and Homi Bhabha (1994) stress, fibim is defined by its ambiguity
and the capacity to incorporate and assimilaterstimo itself (p.137).

In the context of gentrification, the appeal toioadl unity through the cleansing
of space is best exemplified through the Olymplesrm-up campaign recently launched
by Boris Johnson, the Mayor of London. Sponsore@tmgcter & Gamble (who produce
among other things cleaning products Flash and)Atlee ‘P&G Capital Clean-up’ is a
three month campaign running up to the Olympic gathat aims “to bring Londoners
together to spruce up neglected areas of the agy’ondon prepares to “host the greatest

show on earth”. For example, we are told that Ag€bn a mission to make London
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stain free”. Volunteers are encouraged downloadAhiel Love Clean London App” on
their phone to “report grime and environmental @shas they walk around their

neighborhood (P&G Capital Cleanup, 2012).

FIND OUT MORE AND GET INVOLVED >

JEANETTE KWAKYE

“lmmmwmueluﬁmr:mnnummwesrwmemdwm free in time:
The London 2012 Games ¥ua & gadones bor a0 bed |
am;ﬂpm.amrqmmm easing the Games 2n opportune time for
all of us to work asa Wandhdpumnmumd&ulmnlmkhsvuy
best.

Jolned the Mayor of una.-n-ayh-tl.s
about ather Mayor of London

Whether t's participating in one of tha Team Arisl claan up events 25 part of the
P&G Capital Cisan Up, or downioading the Arfel Love Clean London App to tell us
where needs 2 good scrub, everyone in London can do their bit. 99

ylslkl'u;hed 0 host 2 series of PAG sponsored clean

Figure 27: P&G Capital Cleanup website, 2012
This could not be more ironic in the context of #wtual cleansing and

displacement that is taking place in East Londoere@lthe Olympics are taking place.

For example, it was revealed on April 24 2012 thatLabour-run Newham council (just

east of Hackney) is planning to move housing bég&fimants to Stoke-on-Trent which

is in the North of England, while three consernativwndon councils are also considering

moving 150 homeless families 130 miles away to Pad Nottingham (Mulholland,
Walker and Curtis, 2012).

Implications for theory and planning practice

The riot cleanups are an important example of thg i which spatial and bodily

exclusion is enacted through symbolic practicesndted throughout the research, the

representation of some bodies as ‘in place’ (Crésiv@96) came at the expense of
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containing others. Beyond the symbolic castingadutndesirable bodies, it is important
to remember that over 4000 people were arrestédhwihdreds now serving
disproportionate prison sentences (Bowcott, Sidgig§Bparrow, 2011).

Performances of symbolic cleansing—as exemplifietth In the cleanups and the
Olympic campaign to clean and love London—do naessarily legitimize structural
urban displacement in and of themselves. Nonethesesh practices inform the
reproduction of wider discourse on ‘community’, fg@pation and the control of bodies
in space, and as such, need to be analyzed wildinmipg practice and policy.

Moreover, | have also attempted to explore how edimhent plays an important role in
the negotiation of public space, particularly ie tontext of gentrification. As Kern
(2011) argues, it important to understand the wayhich practices of gentrification are
enacted not only across class lines, but alongethbsace, gender and nation. By
underscoring the significance of representati@isd hope to contribute to contemporary
conversations on the role of digital and social mé&u shaping narratives of inclusion

and exclusion that often serve to underpin theodyeetion of unequal cities.
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