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Lear Dr, Stenzel
Your interesting letter of Dec, 13th
received, ot merely interesting, but very interesting,
It is inaeed kxind of you to tell me about the unpublished
rzsultes of your researches, I shall of course meke no use
of your information until your researches are published,

As zlrezay remarked I am unwilling to accent the
identity of foesil and living species (except vnerhavs
Pleistocene specimens), or to smploy the same generic/epecific
names for them,

Cn the evidence set out in your letter, I vn=2rson=1l
should ve inclined to ignore the liocene Saccostrea azs a
for our margsritacea, =»nd to adopt Striostrea Vizlov; =nd
Szxostrea for cucullzta-commercizlis. I 2m not competent
to jucge tne generic or subgeneric ciflzrencss between
tnese two species,

y
G onah

oublisned 7 april 1236, ~nd therefore
eriority over Striostrea (=fter L isugust),

el . - vee
Szxostr=a was
=

(unforfun=ztely) nzs

I found Vialov's psper in Doklady, but with some little
difiiculty because it wzs indexed under Geology. That is
probably why otner zoologists nave overlooked this paper,

Tne two 2oologpicz2l vpzpsrs in the same vzrt of Loklady were
duly entered in tne Zocl.Iescord 12486 . Vizlov =1co h=d a
paper on thne szme subject in Int,Zool, Jongr., Lisbon, 1937,

Zxogyra imbriczta Zrss. Tas Prlzeontologzic=l collections
including l.ollusca, zre not in ay charge; =und in any case an
application to borrow material snould, I tnink, be formal,
will you therefore write to thne Director (Dr., a...Crompton)
zsking for tae loan of zny material of tais species in the
collections., lhe slbany Luseum, (ranamstown, 2nd the useumn,
Port Zlizabeth should also nave material, also Dr. Rennie,
Prof. Geology % Geography, Roodes University, Craziamstown
(ne nas written on fossil molluscs).

Zitcning gave 4 numbers of specimens from S.A.Museum;
presumably these were returned, The Geologiczl Survey materizal
spould z2lso be in 3S.a,useum,
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The delzy in anewering your letter of Dec, 13 due
to the season's festivities and hnolidays , gives me the
chance to zcknowledge also your letter of Jznuary <nd,

I will ©tell thne inysna Cyster veople thst you are
plezced witih what they sent you. You nay want some more
mazterizl from them !

Reverting to margszritacea, could one not ca2ll it
(rescostrea (Striostrea) m. , the Crassostrea indicating
its morpnological and paysiological characters, =nd
Striostrea the radial riblets on the uoper valve,

I wisnh we coulc n=2ve =2 modern Type, with the
znimal snowing ite promy:l cavity and rioe gonads; also
=8 you sugeest, its serological =nd chemical formula,
Taxonomy of the future !

Lith all good wishes
Yours sincerely
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Hon, .orker .arine Dep





