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WHEREAS, On January 28, 20 14, the central Texas area experienced severe weather conditions' 
because of a winter stonn and icy roads that caused over 3002 vehicular accidents with some 
hospitalizations; and 

WHEREAS, On January 28, 20 14, Mopac Expressway experienced atwcnl)'..:,Car col_lisio_n i_n_the early -·( Deleted: 20 
hours of the workday3; and, '----------------

WHEREAS, ~rJ 1c studentSJll Th~ _UniYcr_s_il\ of Texas at Austin_ reported b~ing in car accid_ents and thus, . __ - ('-~_e_l_e_te_d_:_U_T __________ _ 
incurring signi ficant financial loss4

; and, 

WHEREAS, The Austin Independent School District (AISD) announced the delay of district operations 
and the opening of schools on January 28, 20 14, in a publicly issued notice at 7:59 P.M. (CST) on 
January 27, 20 14, in order to account for the dangerous traveling conditions for students, faculty, and 
staff; and, 

WHEREAS, AISD am10unced the cancellation of all classes for the entire day of January 28, 20 14, at 
8:40 A.M. (CST) that same morning citing that conditions were !.ill!.. dangerous to risk the safety of 
students, faculty, and staff traveling to school6; and, 

WHEREAS, While AISD was taking the responsible precaution of delaying operations due to extreme 
weather conditions in an effort to ensure the safety of its students, faculty, and staff; The University of 
Texas at Austin sent out notice slatin[>.. '~The University_ [\Vil\_be] 9Q~n_(o~ norm a) operati9_11~;:_o_n ~anuary 

28, 2014, at the same time7
; and, 

WHEREAS, It was only at 8: 14 A.M. (CST) the morning of January 28, 20 14,1 that University officials 
sent out a second notice, afier the first classes had P.lr_eady ;;tarted~, warning th~t the con_dit_i911~- were 
dangerous for traveling to campus and delaying operations until noon in an effort to prevent the need of 

1 http ://w\\w. usaloday .com/story/news/nal ion/20 I 4/0 I /2 8/weather-deep-soul h-ice-slorm-snow-houslon-lou isiana/ 49 5 7279/ 
2 KVUE News. (2014, January 28). More than 300 crashes reported in Central Texas. In KVUEabc. Retrieved January 3 I, 2014, 
from http://www.kvue.com/news/loca I/EMS-reporting-crashes-in-Northwest-Aust in-24 23692 5 I . ht ml 
1 KVUE News. (2014, January 28). More than 300 crashes reported in Central Texas. In KVUEabc. Retrieved January 3 I, 201 4, 
from http://www.kvue.com/news/locaVEM S-reporting-crashes-in-Nort ll\vest-Aust in-24 236925 I .htm I 
• Jessica Duarte (personal communication, January 31, 2014) 
s https://twitter.com/AustinlSD/status/427984245277982720 
6 Weldon, K. (2014, January 27). Update: Austin ISO cancels classes Jan. 28 in response to inclement weather. Jn Community 
Impact Newspaper. Retrieved January 31, 2014, fi-0 111 http://impactncws.com/austin-melrolaustin-isd-delays-classes-jan.-28-in­
response-to-inclement-w/ 
7 UT Alerts, utsatetyalertllila11s1in u1cxaS.edu (email, 3:46 am, January 28, 2014) 
' UT Alerts, utsafet yalertllilaustin.utcxas.edu (email, 8:14 am, January 28, 2014) 
9 UT Ale11s, utsafe1yale11liilaustin utcxas.cdu (email, 8: 14 am, January 28, 2014) 
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students, faculty, and staff from traveling in dangerous conditions to get to cainpus; and, 

\VHEREAS,,1t l l: 19 A.M. (C_ST) on January 28~ 20_14_,_ after the third_clas_s period _ha_d plready_ started, 
that University officials sent out a third notice warning that the conditions had becmne too dangerous for 
traveling to campus and closed university operations for the rest of the dayto; and, 

\\'HEREAS, Numerous students reported injuries from slipping and falling on icy roads and/or side\valks 
on the \Vay to campus 11

, and, 

\\'HEREAS, Students living further off-campus \Vere stuck in traffic due to nu1nerous accidents and icy 
roads 12

; and, 

\VHEREAS, The University's Emergency Preparedness Plan states that, "The University of Texas at 
Austin will respond to emergency situations effectively and efficiently," and realizes, "rapid and tin1ely 
con1munication of infonnation to the university public during e1nergency situations is critical 15

;" and, 

WHEREAS, The University's Severe Weather Plan requires, "all morning closures [1nust be] announced 
by 5 A.M.," and that, "closures after 2 P.M. be announced by 11 A.M. 16;"and, 

\VHEREAS, The University's Severe Weather Plan states in the decision elements, "Has AISD 
closed? 17;" .;_1rr~i, 

\\'I IE RE,_\S. On SalunJa\. Fchrwu~,. 8. 201-1. T~e llnl\'ersity of Xi.::xas at Austir~ al_crt-;d_ students Yia t_cxt 
111c:·;~_1gc _ ;i ho ut_J_1 _nu1v LaJ __ g_a_s__lrnk .. b~ f QLC __ ;J_r_1y j_n_cj_~t_i;1 its .. ll.ncl _<l_ rli: _u_1_r_Q_JQ_Q_\'.<t:_t1 r~.'.-~-qpl_t 

~\\'HE l{~~.\S. The_ l :ni\·crsitv of lsxas_at _Austin noli fic::i_tio_n ['t)l_icyst::itcs. "s!udc_nt's oflid_al i:-111::iil 

ad_i:_!ri:~_s is __ ll_1<o' __ d~_tj _1_1 t1J_j9J_1_ Jn __ 1 y!Jj ~-h _ l h_i; _!_: nb: t;_r_:;_i_t.t _\ \ i IJ . 5~_1)_c,_l__Q f1I£i_u_Lc_-JJl<!_i..t. c9q1 !)} L! i] _i_!-:<J1[Qn s: '~--1~'-.11 n.~1 

.\\'llER~~.,\S. The official c-m<:JiL\\·a~ si:nt out aflcr olli_~r unoflicial forms l)f'conrnnmication. such as tcx~ 
1_nc~~agcs,_ 1_~_h_i_clL\\:CJ~_ ::;t:u t _ un _hQL_1_r_ l_:_i_t_~'_1_·~'.'_;_ib_~ri;f o__rc: ti_c it, 

RESOLVED, The University of Texas at Austin Student Govermnent.,belie_ve~ th_e University's 
e1nergency response _ _Lo !h.e. s,t;vcr~ __ ,_,~Q_n!Jl\.'l~--,P!l January 2_8, 2014,_fJ)UJ_g .!ta y_.-;o __ b9S)_l_l]J_<_1_tl_cj1\<_1,rp~1i:~-Li~~11~h 
11i_an11t;r_.,,. pri()~it_iz_ip.g the_ safety of stude_nts, faculty,__:;taff_<_1J_1_Q_. y!!.1cr,_all~~_1y_tJ__1_i_1gi_ribs.r.~ ... Qf ~b,t; _1,'_t_)_l_l!lJJJ_t_r_1_iJy to 
an acceptable degree as voiced by the wide-spread concern of students in light of Jhc: __ event.; _and be it 

10 UT Alerts, utsafolyalert@austin_utexas.edu {email, 11:19 am, January 28, 2014) 
11 Kristan Schiele (personal communication, January 30. 2014) 
12 Myranda Anderson Rivers (personal communication, January 31, 2014) 
15 Emergency Management Plan. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 Jan. 2014. 
<http://W\vw.utexas.edu/safety/preparedness/plans/EmergencyManagementPlan20 13a. pdt>. 
16 UT Austin Severe & Inclement Weather Response Annex 2013 
17 UT Austin Severe & Inclement Weather Response Annex 2013,, 
1_~ U f ,\k_1_ t,.,_ __ -1_) l _ _-_9,1 .! Jl!;".'J m<;~~ai;"""J-~_p_1_u_, l:~\:.hu1~1 y __ B_,_~_(l_l_Jl, 
~~-1~ ll i_\ <;1'.'i _l :,:, ) : l,1;r,c_!_i:_QD_1~h!_!l311J~-Q!_l(J'./_ Q!JJ.!!-:fl I io1!biliu·_~l:s_l;>[ll;!f.'! '.!,,l!JlJ__----1!!1 !UI..\~-~- .Ut<;'.,}>L~_,_ cdu' (;IO , th,11~1__<;.~)_l_n,1 xo;.r~_Ltr:_ 
d_.:;i;_(mn_K_-1_1_1_;nl-_~_t_1_1d,:;_nj_-n_u_tifu;,1J1()1J·lNLi_n __ '-.1. 

~°.-L~_ L·l!i;H~~l~i!J£l) i!l<;J.1 itf! !.!.~U!Ll_I_~\ ~1_~-£-~hl.- L.;11J~ iL_;__~·'- I;<; l11 ll '1!)r_~,,-~Q ,l. U 

Deleted:~ 
\VHEREAS, University safety protocols have 
failed to timely address threats to the safety of 
students, faculty, and staff in the past; such as 
the September 17, 2012 bomb threat during 
which University administrators waited to alert 
campus lo the potential tl1reat to tl1e point 
where many students only received the alert 
minutes before the bombs were threatened to 
detonate (if they received an alert before the 
threatened detonation at all)13 ; and,~ 

v 
\VHEREAS, After the shooting incident in 
2010, "UT students (were] fuming about the 
Texas response time and information 
dissemination 14

;" and,~ 
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further, 

RESOLVED, The University of Texas at Austin Student Government, on behalf of the student body 

whom it represents, calls on the University to better effectively promote and prioritize the safety of its 
students, faculty, and staff and update its emergency preparedness and response protocols accordingly; 
and be it further, 

RESOLVED, That The University of Texas at Austin Student Government \vill support the University in 

its endeavor to update its Emergency Preparedness P/an,_j:1nergency response protocols~JVJ~!J:~sgi.!JJ.b_i;: 
\,'.~_ll!\·er~_!!l_i_Q!l_J_g_i_tJY_\11' £ ~\ll.\l_l,':.!l!?JJl l'!)!Q._g_Q.!!0.:JlD,;_pJm;_tl1_1css; and be it further, 

RESOLVED, That The University of Texas at Austin Student Government \viii work with the 

University's emergency officials to help make emergency co1nmunications more effective and alerts to be 
distributed more timely; and be it further, 

RESOLVED, That a copy of this legislation be sent to the President of the University, the office the 

Executive Vice President and Provost, the Vice President for Student Affairs, the Dean of Students, .The 

Daily Texan, University of Texas at Austin Police Department, Can1pus Planning and Facility 

Manage!!!QH, I'. xc<;.!l!i __ \i,'. _Pin;_ctpr 91-_Division of Housing and Food Service,.,. YiSt; .. ei:~2i~lf_l!j, __ Qf_!_in_b:l'rsi_lY 

( )pl'ra_li_l_1_11_s_~Ali:c_ (i_c1:nlt1 Jt ! l<jrk j_n_:i:, 1\ ~s9ci;1~ _Y_i ~_i,:_J_~-1~i,:_~id1;J1_\_ fc_ir__(,\i_n_ip_L_l~_ 5\\ f l..'l y_ & _S_~~_lffj_l_y,_J2_ir_c_i,:Jg_1_~_Qf 
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