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WHEREAS, On January 28, 2014, the central Texas area experienced severe weather conditions'
because of a winter storm and icy roads that caused over 300% vehicular accidents with some
hospitalizations; and

WHEREAS, On January 28, 2014, Mopac Expressway experienced a Jwenty-car collision in the early i '[Dereted: 20

hours of the workday?; and,

WHEREAS, The students at The University of Texas at Austin reported being in car accidents and thus, . fﬁaleted: uT

incurring significant financial loss*; and,

WHEREAS, The Austin Independent School District (AISD) announced the delay of district operations
and the opening of schools on January 28, 2014, in a publicly issued notice at 7:59 P.M. (CST) on
January 27, 2014, in order to account for the dangerous traveling conditions for students, faculty, and
staff’; and,

WHEREAS, AISD announced the cancellation of all classes for the entire day of January 28, 2014, at
8:40 A.M. (CST) that same morning citing that conditions were too dangerous to risk the safety of
students, faculty, and staff traveling to school®; and,

WHEREAS, While AISD was taking the responsible precaution of delaying operations due to extreme
weather conditions in an effort to ensure the safety of its students, faculty, and staff; The University of

Texas at Austin sent out notice stating, “The University [will be] open for normal operations,” on January . - {iﬁéleled: that

28, 2014, at the same time’; and,

WHEREAS, Tt was only at 8:14 A.M. (CST) the morning of January 28, 2014.* that University officials

sent out a second notice, after the first classes had already started®, warning that the conditions were .-+ { Formatted: Font: Not ltalic

dangerous for traveling to campus and delaying operations until noon in an effort to prevent the need of - L Formatted: Font: Not Italic
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students, faculty, and staff from traveling in dangerous conditions to get to campus; and,

WHEREAS, At 11:19 A.M, (CST) on January 28, 2014, after the third class period had already started, ... [Deleled It was further only a )
that University officials sent out a third notice warning that the conditions had become too dangerous for {Format{ed Font; Not Italic, Not :
traveling to campus and closed university operations for the rest of the day'"; and, Superscript/ Subscript

WHEREAS, Numerous students reported injuries from slipping and falling on icy roads and/or sidewalks ‘Deleted: | )
on the way to campus'', and, .| WHEREAS, University safety protacols have '

failed to timely address threats to the safety of
students, faculty, and staff in the past; such as

WHEREAS, Students living further off-campus were stuck in traffic due to numerous accidents and icy the September 17, 2012 bomb threat during

roads'; and, which Uni

versity administrators waited to alert |

; campus Lo the potential lreat to the point |
--------------- PERA S e B where many students only received the alert
WHEREAS The Umver51ty s Emergency Preparedness Plan states that, “The Umversuy of Texas at minutes before the bombs were threatened to
Austin will respond to emergency situations effectively and efficiently,” and realizes, “rapid and timely detonate (if they received an alert before the |
threatened detanation at alt}'*; and,§ ‘

communication of information to the university public during emergency situations is critical'*;” and,

WHEREAS, The University’s Severe Weather Plan requires, “all morning closures [must be] announced

1

WHEREAS, After the shooting incident in
2010, “UT students [were] fuming about the
Texas response time and information

by 5 A.M.,” and that, “closures after 2 P.M. be announced by 11 A.M. 16-mand, dissemination';” and,{ y
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further,

RESOLVED, The University of Texas at Austin Student Government, on behalf of the student body
whom it represents, calls on the University to better effectively promote and prioritize the safety of its
students, faculty, and staff and update its emergency preparedness and response protocols accordingly;
and be it further,

RESOLVED, That The University of Texas at Austin Student Government will support the University in
its endeavor to update its Emergency Preparedness Plan. gmergency response protocols, and beginthe - {Deleted: and '
conversation to involve students in emergency preparedness; and be it further,

RESOLVYED, That The University of Texas at Austin Student Government will work with the
University’s emergency officials to help make emergency communications more effective and alerts to be
distributed more timely; and be it further,

RESCILVED, That a copy of this legislation be sent to the President of the University, the office the
Executive Vice President and Provost, the Vice President for Student Affairs, the Dean of Students, The [

Daily Texan, University of Texas at Austin Police Department, Campus Planning and Facility

Manageman, Ixeeutive Direetor of Division of Housing and Food Service,, Yice President of University .- {Eéléted: University Communications
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Operations. Mr. Gerald R Harking, Associate Vice President for Campus Safety & Security, Directoref
Lmergeney Preparedness., Divector of Parking and Transportation, and the Ofice of University
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