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Abstract 

 

Live Stream Micro-Media Activism in the Occupy Movement 

Mediatized Co-presence, Autonomy, and the Ambivalent Face 

 

Judith A. Thomas, MA 

The University of Texas at Austin, 2012 

 

Supervisor:  Karin Gwinn Wilkins 

 

 

With camera, smart phone, and wireless connection to a worldwide distribution 

source on a single device that fits in your pocket, now billions of citizens are able to 

become sousveillant micro-media activist – in real time. This case study investigates 

purposive texts in detail from over 50 hours of live and archived streaming video 

webcasts taken from geographically diverse sites. The goal is to explore how this tool is 

being used by videographers in a complex 21st century social movement. My sample 

video texts were gathered in late February and early March 2012 as the Occupy 

Movement stirred to life after a relatively quiet winter (from the corporate media’s point-

of-view). In this project, I examine how Occupy’s use of live-streaming video combines 

“mediated co-presence” (Giddens 1984; Ito 2005) with “networked autonomy” (Castells 

2011) to represent the ambivalent face of a complex, postmodern movement for social 

justice.  
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 The Occupy Wall Street (OWS) movement is building on the communications 

success of recent international protests in the Middle East, Africa, Europe, and Asia using 

the intimacy of mobile, live stream video (LSV) extensively in their digital tactics toolkit. 

Live-streaming video web-cast from small cameras in cell phones or tablet/notebook 

computers provides a multi-modal experience: visual, aural, live, interactive, and 

intimate. Interactive LSV captures, shares, and imprints the visual and experiential tropes 

of the movement for both the videographer and audience. This unique experience 

constitutes a feeling of “mediated co-presence” (Giddens, 1986) that has become an 

integral part of the contemporary communications experience. LSV also affords  

“communicative autonomy” in Castells terminology (2009: pg. 361; 2011b, 0:33:30), 

which is the “autonomous capacity of people to communicate, interact, design and build 

their own projects of their lives.”  

In this first section of the paper, I provide a brief overview of the cultural and 

technological affordances surrounding use of live stream video in a postmodern protest. I 

also discuss the existence of technological barriers to access, my methodology, and the 

literatures that provide the foundation of my study. In the second section, Context 

Matters, I explore the economic, political and cultural milieu surrounding the birth of the 

Occupy movement and recount the earliest days of self-definition for Occupy. In the third 

section, Content Matters, I explain how my data was collected and analyze how many 

examples from the data represent the movement as it emerges into the Spring of 2012. I 

also discuss my findings against the theoretical foundations of my project. Finally in 

Section IV, I offer summary conclusions about the role of the video activist, the 

limitations of this study, suggestions for future study of LVS, and the importance of the 

Occupy movement overall.  
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Overview 

 In this study, I investigate how LSV video activists’ work represents the stated 

goals of the movement as outlined in the Declaration of the Occupation of New York 

City (Appendix A.) and Principles of Solidarity (Appendix B.). Further, I will examine 

the content of the videos to learn about the diversity of issues represented within the 

movement, as it exists five months after its’ founding. It is important to analyze how the 

moving images and words within these videos create meaning for the movement and 

reflect its culture as it develops. Do they refute or support the criticisms of the 

movement’s detractors? Do they refute or support the stated principles of the movement? 

Unedited LSV can show us more about the lived experience of the Occupy movement 

than one can learn by any other mediated method.   

 

 “EVERYONE’S A JOURNALIST”1   

As we learn from the social history of technology, the relevance of a given 
technology, and its acceptance by people at large, do not result from the 
technology itself, but from appropriation of the technology by individuals and 
collectives to fit their needs and their culture.    (Castells, 2009: 361)  

The intimacy of personal cell phone or tablet computer video (what I will call 

micro-video) provides many benefits to the Occupy movement. These benefits include a 

non-threatening access point for recruitment and knowledge sharing, sousveillant media 

artifacts of events from the protesters’ point of view, plus an easy way to demonstrate and 

distribute examples of their consensus-based process for remote sites to adapt and/or 

adopt. In this project, I will examine how Occupy’s use of live-streaming video combines 

mediated co-presence (Giddens 1984) and “communicative autonomy” (Castells 2011) to 

                                                
1 Quote from an unidentified New York City policeman during the destruction of the original OWS 
encampment at Zuccotti Park.  Captured by the Democracy Now! videographer on October 15, 2011. 
Reported in their program satcast Oct. 16, 2011. 
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capture and communicate the “ambivalent face” of a complex, postmodern social justice 

movement. 

Livestream.com founder, Max Haot, explained to the New York Times, “The point 

that everyone missed was that people are not watching live streaming the way they watch 

a four-minute video on YouTube … They are watching so that they can be there and 

connect with an event.” (Emphasis added) In the same article, the CEO of Ustream 

agreed, “It is a very immersive, interactive experience. Something is changing when a 

person with a cellphone video camera can command an audience around the world.”2 

Live feed videography produces a first person, shared experience. When you 

follow a videographer around an event for an hour or more and listen to them interacting 

with others (or not) and speaking directly to you via voice-over (or not), you can get a 

very good sense of their personalities, style and temperament. Visual as well as aural 

experiences tie the viewer’s perspective to that of the videographer. These fixed focal-

length cameras normally found in cell phones and tablet or laptop computers are typically 

not sophisticated enough to have the ability to zoom or control the depth of field. In order 

to make an image larger in the frame the videographer needs to physically approach the 

subject. Likewise, to get a long shot, the camera operator must physically move with the 

camera further away. Thus you feel every step, curb, push, squeeze that the videographer 

encounters - in real time. When they stumble, you feel it from their perspective – not as 

an onlooker watching someone stumble, but what it feels like to lose balance. When you 

are off balance, you do not know what is around you, if you will fall, or if you can 

recover. It is exciting to share that experience so intimately; this new multi-modal 

                                                
2 Jennifer Preston, New York Times. “Occupy Video Showcases Live Streaming.” December 11. 2011.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/12/business/media/occupy-movement-shows-potential-of-live-online-
video.html?_r=1&ref=technology  
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intimacy marks an emergent communication event. First person perspective is the essence 

of the LSV “mediatiated co-present experience.”  

Calling this ‘new’ media is an exaggeration. None of these tools (telephone, 

interactive chat, Internet, nor streaming digital video) are “new” technologies. Yet the 

combination of these four modes of communication was only made widely accessible 

recently in the United States. It requires a 3G network (4G is much responsive and more 

expensive) and video capable smart phones.  Hence this multi-modal platform is still very 

young in the U.S.  The mobility, intimacy, and proliferation of this cellular/video/webcast 

technology now enables a new modality of mediated experience.  

This case study investigates purposive texts in detail from over 50 hours of live 

and archived LSV webcasts taken from geographically diverse Occupy live streaming 

websites. The live video was gathered in late February and early March 2012 as the 

Occupy movement stirred to life after a relatively quiet winter (from the mass media’s 

point-of-view).  In actuality, the movement had been meeting, marching and planning 

direct actions for what many in the movement are calling the “American Spring.” Some 

dates in this study captured direct action events, and some did not.  
 

TECHNOLOGICAL AFFORDANCES3 AND MODERN PROTESTS 

Wireless mobile smart phone technology provides an affordance (Norman, 1988) 

that enables billions of individuals to communicate in an intimate one-to-one or one-to-

many capacity. These devices have become the primary point of interactive access to the 

world’s digital data stores for most people in the world. The UN estimates there is a 78 

percent penetration of cell phone ownership in the world in 2011. The vast majority of 

                                                
3 Affordance is used here as a noun; a thing that enables someone to perform an action. For example, a 
doorknob is an affordance of the design of the door.  In the same way, the mobile smart phone is an 
affordance of our technoculture. It affords individuals the ability to communicate interactively via voice, 
text, and visual media. 
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these devices are not capable of multi-media sharing, but they do provide a conduit for 

both audio and short text message (SMS) sharing. The UN’s International 

Telecommunications Union (ITU) report for 2011 estimates that cell phone subscriptions 

are at 70.1 percent in developing nations, 78 percent averaged across the world, and 

114.2 percent in developed nations.4 This represents a 20 percent growth in one year of 

cell phone subscriptions in developing nations. The ITU reports that the goal of 100 

percent mobile phone network coverage of the occupied globe is still on track for 2015.  

For LSV you also need Internet access in order to steam your wireless signal. 

Worldwide Internet users have doubled in the last five years. The ITU estimates that 

there are two billion Internet users in the world at the end of 2010 or approximately 30 

percent of the people on the planet.5 The number of homes with Internet in developed 

countries is reported as 65.6 percent in the 2011 report. 

With the convergence of affordable6 LSV sharing via the Internet (on sites like 

Ustream and LiveStream) and built-in video camera capabilities, smart mobile phones 

and video-enabled tablet computers have become webcast-capable platforms that enable 

media-makers to participate in and share political events simultaneously. Thus the 

dividing line between media makers and audience, and time and place are blurred even 

further in this actively convergent technoscape (Appadurai, 1990). Viewers can access 

the mediated event as it happens or at their leisure from a co-present7 point-of-view. 

Streaming video enhances mobile communication as it utilizes more senses (Vincent, 

                                                
4 --- “Measuring the Information Society - 2011” in The World in 2010 - International Telecommunications 
Union Report. Pp. 3-7. Accessed from: http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/ict/material/FactsFigures2010.pdf  
5 Ibid. 
6 These services currently have a free, basic service. This has ensured their popularity with the early mobile 
video pioneers in the movement. 
7 That is, you feel like you are attending the event with a friend or group; you are part of the group in real 
time. Co-presence was used in relation to mobile photo technology by M. Ito (2005). Before that it was 
commonly used in social psychology studies around self, identity and the definition of “others.” In regards 
to cell phone video, the experience is even more pronounced than in still photos. More on page 19. 
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2008), provides a new type of lived-experience that is distributed over both time and 

place (Ling 2000, Caporael & Bo 2003), creates opportunities for this contemporary 

social experience of mediatized co-presence (Ito 2005, Miller 2010, Earl & Kimport 

2011), and produces a media artifact (digital file) of the lived-culture within the 

movement.  

Ustream.tv has estimated they are hosting over 700 Occupy-related channels with 

70 percent of the live streaming content created on mobile phones and 89 percent of it 

viewed on mobile phones.  Livestream reports 120 Occupy sites streaming and hosts the 

chief aggregator site: GlobalRevolution.tv (Preston, 2011). From its inception, the 

Occupy movement has facilitated the use of LSV and relied heavily on personal 

communications technology to tell their story. Access to the live video experience is 

highlighted in their information design strategies on most Occupy website home pages.  

Most sites consistently feature a LiveStream link among the top and most important 

menu options. Here is the top menu from occupywallstreet.org and second level from 

occupyoakland.org: 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 1. The Webpage Menu Structure of Occupywallst.org (above)  
and Occupyoakland.org (below) Livestream links 



 7 
 

 

With camera, phone, and wireless connection to a worldwide distribution source 

on a single device that fits in your pocket, now billions of world citizens are able to 

become sousveillant video activist.  

STRUCTURAL DIGITAL OBSTACLES 

However, the statistics alone do not reflect the social reality of unequal digital 

access to both the technology and the skills required to use the technology. Digital phone 

ownership and limited Internet access or skills still present problems for the impoverished 

and techno-culturally uneducated. Even in the relatively small encampment in 

“technolopolis” of Austin, TX (Strabhaar et al 2012), I witnessed clear divisions between 

those with phones and without, those with Facebook & Twitter skills and those without. 

The lack of access to these primary organizational tools presented economic, 

generational, and communication barriers to participation. (Straubhaar, et al 2012) In the 

Austin encampment, the Occupy members recognized the problem and were working to 

improve the situation by offering Twitter classes (their chief Direct Action organizational 

software tool).  These classes were helpful up to a point but could not solve the structural 

problem of lack of affordable, working phones or computer access for many of the 

members of the movement.  In Austin, many homeless people became the core 

population in the encampment; cell phones were not a high priority for them on their very 

limited budgets. However, judging from comments during the General Assembly and in 

personal discussion, many of them clearly felt the “lack” of these symbols of identity as 

they joined in this urban sub-culture and constituted most of the people actually sleeping 

in the encampment. When the encampment in Austin was closed, communication with 

many of these homeless people about Occupy events became much more difficult. 

(Personal communication) 
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In fact, very few world citizens have a broadband connection that will allow them 

to stream video on their phones or in their homes. International Telecommunications 

Union (ITU) figures on broadband subscriptions are posted for 2007-2010: 46.2 percent 

subscriptions in developed countries, 5.3 percent in developing, with a world average of 

12.6 percent.8 Yet considering the rapid growth of the wireless infrastructure and 

expanded abilities of cell phones, when more broadband Internet access is achieved the 

chances are good that the connection will be through the wireless mobile phone rather 

than conventional land lines or even computers. In light of these trends, the study of the 

current uses of mobile streaming video by citizens remains important. 

 

Methodology 

The results analyzed in this thesis represent a maximum-variation case study of 

the texts presented on multiple Occupy live-streaming video websites. To qualify for 

inclusion in the study, the websites were chosen from the LiveStream link featured as the 

second menu option on the occupywallst.org website (Fig. 1). The occupywallst.org 

website serves as a major web portal for OWS. It describes itself as  

The unofficial de facto online resource for the growing occupation movement 
happening on Wall Street and around the world. We’re an affinity group 
committed to doing technical support work for resistance movements. We’re not a 
subcommittee for the NYGSA (New York General Assembly) nor affiliated with 
AdBusters, anonymous or any other organization. (www.occupywallst.org/about)  

Despite the disclaimer, this site serves as the most current and best-organized 

general information or news hub on the movement at the time of this study. They do not 

carry details on each working group’s activities, but report on actions of the movement as 

                                                
8 --- “Measuring the Information Society - 2011” in The World in 2010 - International Telecommunications 
Union Report. Pp. 3-7. Accessed from: http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/ict/material/FactsFigures2010.pdf 
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a whole; thus the disclaimer. The LiveStream link on their home page takes you to the 

occupystreams.org website.  

Occupy Streams (occupystreams.org) provides a list of 2899 streaming feeds from 

self-identified, occupy-sympathetic live streaming producers. The motto on this website 

is: the revolution will not be televised. These feeds come from various servers including 

UStream, LiveStream, Justin.tv, or Bambuser. Some of these live-streaming producers 

are associated with information resources located at geographic occupation sites (for 

example, OccupyTrenton or OccupyMadrid), others are sponsored by ad hoc groups like 

Occupy Unity or Occupy Earth, and the third category contains feeds from specific media 

producers (Occupy Wall Street (TimCast) or Occupy Houston Roving or 

OccupyFreedomLA).  To be included in this list or to recommend another feed be 

included, one can email the webmaster or create an account on the Occupy Streams 

Contact page. 

This case study investigates a purposive selection of texts from several Occupy 

live streaming websites. From the hundreds of hours of possible streamed video, I 

sampled 26 hours of live and approximately 15 hours of archived streamed video 

webcasts. To achieve the maximum variation, I used an information-oriented selection 

process with geographical and population-density variance. In order to study the culture 

of the movement rather than a single site of the movement, geographic variance was used 

as a primary filter with city or town size as a secondary criteria. Sites included in the 

study were selected from the Livestream list of who was webcasting at the time of the 

sample collection. Times of collection were varied from noon to midnight. Video source 

sites include New York, NY, Los Angeles, CA, Riverside CA, Portland OR, Trenton NJ, 

Phoenix AZ, Seattle WA, London UK, Madrid ES, Austin, TX, and Rochester, NY.   

                                                
9 As of March 21, 2012.  
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The live video was gathered on February 28, 29, March 1, March 2, 2012.  The 

determining date for the study was Wednesday, February 29 when a series of rallies and 

marches (direct actions) were scheduled across the U.S. under the theme: Stop the 

Corporations (ALEC). During the winter of 2011-12 the movement focused much of its 

energy on monthly direct action events organized nationally around a theme: Nov. 17 – 

Occupy Banks, December 12 – Shut down the Ports, Jan. 20 – Occupy the Courts and 

Congress. Thus we were confident we would see the organization in action on Feb. 29th. 

Data recorded on Feb. 28, March 1 and 2, 2012 were collected at random without prior 

expectation of any scheduled events. Recordings were captured at different times of 

afternoon (Noon to 4:00pm) and evening (4:00pm to Midnight) from camps streaming 

live video.  Additionally, I monitored the total number of live streaming sites supported 

by the OccupyStreams.com website at random times of day between noon and midnight 

on February 28, 29, March 1, 2, 4 & 15, 2012 to measure the general amount of 

streaming activity.  See Appendix D: Primary Data Collection for a detailed agenda of 

my recordings, and Appendix E: Coding Categories for a list of the codes used to sort the 

data. 

The purpose of this mixed methods approach is to learn how the media makers 

and community of protesters use LSV to represent their point of view, their internal 

organization, their culture, and their goals. These dates were chosen to see how the 

movement has survived the winter of 2011-12 (which was very mild in the US) and to 

watch them re-gear for an “American Spring.”  
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Theoretical Background and Literature Review 

The unedited, real-time action of live broadcasts plus the convenience and 

intimacy of each person’s cell phone makes this video sharing experience unique from 

edited YouTube videos or remixes.  By this definition, the use of LSV as a social 

movement tactic has not yet been studied extensively in academic literature. Still, there is 

a wealth of literature I draw from to inform this inquiry.  

From the classic communications discipline, Manuel Castells’ re-interpretation of 

Habermas’ “communicative action” that results in his own hybrid concept of “networked 

individuation”10 or “communicative autonomy.”(2011c-37:25) According to Habermas’ 

concept of “communicative action” (1984:95), analytical dialogue leads individuals to act 

and cooperate rationally. Castells’ “networked individuation” focuses on the creation of 

the autonomous individual who becomes aware of their individuality (and thus their 

power) through the process of communication via the network. Each individual is a node 

within the network of communicators. Thus each node is created by and creates the 

network. The individual then participates in “communicative action” autonomously via 

the network: communicative autonomy. Following Habermas, communication between 

autonomous individuals leads to action. While the network has no concern for individuals 

other than their usefulness as anonymous nodes, the communications between 

autonomous nodes strengthens the network through connections with others. These 

connections create more autonomy and communicative action due to their capacity for 

affective bonds between people. Thus the rational and emotional unite. Castells’ also 

draws on the neuroscience and political theory of affective intelligence (2006:7, 2011c-

                                                
10 Here Castells credits Anthony Giddens with the concept of individuation, the process of becoming an 
individual and not to be confused with individualism.  He equates this use of individuation with his term 
“autonomy.”  
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12: 15), (Mayer et al 1990; Kindberg et al 2004) discussed further in the next section. The 

effectiveness of co-presence relies heavily on its affective power, as we shall see. 

From the Alternative and Social Movement communications disciplines, the 

research and theory of participatory media helps to contextualize the internal identity 

representation, culture, and reflexive affordances rendered in these videos. Tactical 

communication theory provides insight into some of the most important internal ethical 

constructs behind the goals and process of governance represented in the LSVs. Finally, 

several Mobile Media communication studies of mobile cell phone culture and the theory 

of sociologist Anthony Giddens (1986) mediated co-presence provide a robust theoretical 

framework for my investigation into how this type of mediatized representation serves 

the movement and its participants in multiple ways.  

CLASSIC COMMUNICATIONS THEORY 
 Manuel Castells, sociologist and communication theorist has been studying the 

contemporary social uprisings and their use of digital communications networks 

extensively.  His body of work on this topic is extremely insightful and helpful. As 

regards the representation of the movement, Castells’ (2009, 2010, 2011) work on the 

power of communication created by “networked individuation” (that reinforces both 

personal autonomy and cooperative action) combined with “affective intelligence” (for 

community creation and cohesion) will provide a basis for this inquiry into the self-

representation and construction of meaning found in my analysis of the videos.   

 When Castells speaks of the sparks for social movement mobilization, he uses the 

political communication theory of “affective intelligence.” According to this theory, 

emotion is the root of all action. “Anger is the trigger and fear is the repressor,” says 

Castells (2011c, 12:13). Anger naturally occurs from the perception of an unjust action 

and the identification of an agent responsible for the injustice. Even so, it requires a 

second step to become an act of power. The second necessary element is to overcome the 

fear of the danger that might come from participating in the protest.  Sharing and 
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identifying with others in a “process of communicative action” is vital to overcoming the 

repressive nature of fear, he posits. Thus a network of communications is needed that 

facilitates sharing and identity creation for a social movement to succeed. If sharing the 

experience with a close friend or ally also adds to a sense of excitement and personal 

emotion, so much the better. (Juris 2008, Castells 2010, Downing 2002:392). Personal 

communication devices (especially with LSV) are ideal for such a purpose. 

ALTERNATIVE MEDIA & SOCIAL MOVEMENT COMMUNICATIONS 
From the Alternative Media field of study, the theories and studies surrounding 

early participatory video and identity formation (White 2003, Rodriquez 2001:65-81, 

Friere 1970, Huesca (2002)), horizontal organization (Downing 2001 pg. 23, Castells 

2011, Juris 2008) and do-it-yourself culture (Juris 2008, Lovink 2002, Jenkins 2009, 

Lessig 2004 & 2008, Castells 2010) feature largely as these practices are reflected in the 

Occupy culture. 

Literature to inform my examination of the representation of diversity comes 

directly from the Alternative Media discipline where the focus of research revolves 

around three main questions:  

 Who is making the media? (Freire 1970, White 2003), 

 Who is represented in the video? (Downing et al (2003), Rauch (2007), 

Cammaerts (2007: 265-272))   

 Who benefits from the production of the video?  (Kahn & Kellner 2004, 

Atton 2002) 

Clearly, these questions remain vital today, as I investigate how this movement utilizes 

the personal point-of-view and volunteer efforts of so many thousands of citizens. 

 An important and often neglected component of participation theory is the “self 

reflexive” aspect where media-makers become “actuated” (White 2003). Through the 

process of making the video, videographers learn to see themselves and their relationship 

to the structure of power within their society in new light simply by making their own 

images and reviewing their own experience. On the macro level, this investigation of the 

media artifacts and media makers is designed to serve as a type of reflexive gaze upon the 
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movement that hopefully will prove both useful and informative. Social movement 

networks are constantly self-reflexive according to Juris (2010) because they are 

“constantly constructing themselves through communicative practice and struggle.” 

 My interpretation of the use of participatory media in a developed world context 

is an extension of the original theory developed in the 1970s, but I find this 21st century 

digital version relevant to the context of social movement development in global 

movements as well.  As political involvement declines in the “mature” democracies, 

understanding the power of participation and numerous ways to express ourselves within 

a democracy are vital.  The Occupy and encampment movements worldwide are seeking 

to redefine the individual’s role in a new shape – horizontal democracy. Horizontal 

democracy relies less on the Fordist vertical, top-down flow of information and consent 

and more on the horizontal, fractal flow of information where consent is built by 

consensus rather than majority alone. Direct and digital participation will figure 

prominently in this new definition. In this way, social movement development is also an 

ongoing project of self-definition and participation on many levels.  

TACTICAL COMMUNICATIONS:  THE DO-IT-YOURSELF REBELLION 
 The tactical use of media for both internal organization and external framing of 

topics is well understood by social movements (McInerney 2007, Gregory 2009, 

Rheingold 2008, Stein & Gloria 2010). Information design, flow, and free sharing of 

ideas and innovations come naturally to the technically affluent within the Occupy 

movement. The Do-It-Yourself (DIY), Hactivist, Learn One – Teach One (L1T1) 

(Castells 2011, Zitterain 2008, Coyer, Dowmunt, & Fountain 2007, Juris 2008, Renzi 

2010) ethics woven into the cultural fabric of this movement are vital in understanding 

what we see in the videos. These techno-cultural characteristics were inherited from the 

early computer culture based on techno-meritocracy, open source/open access, and virtual 

community (Castells 2011b).  Key philosophical elements from this most practical of 

disciplines are revealed in the ethnographic studies of Jeffrey Juris (2005, 2008a, 2008b), 

Megan Boler’s collection of essays Digital Media and Democracy: Tactics in Hard 

Times (2010), and Coyer et al (2007) in their Alternative Media Handbook.   
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Sousveillant video (that directs its gaze onto the authorities rather than 

surveillance, which gazes at citizens) is a powerful tactic for self-defense and for re-

framing events in the public mind (Mann et al 2003, Diebert 2010, Thompson 2011). 

This prominent aspect of the LSV culture interleaves itself within the affective 

intelligence and self-reflexive actions required for the movement to continue to progress. 

Indeed all protesters are taught to call for cameras whenever police or authorities move 

aggressively during demonstrations, as I witnessed many times in my sample.  

MOBILE MEDIA COMMUNICATIONS STUDY   
The related concepts of “mediated co-presence” (Ito 2005, Stedman Jones 

2001:213-215, Miller 2010, Earl & Kimport 2011, Ling 2008:x-xi), perpetual connection 

(Katz & Aakhus 2003, Turkel 2011, Castells 2011a), and apparatgeist or “the spirit of the 

machine” (Katz & Aakhus 2003) inform this examination of the OWS videographer’s 

ability to use images and sounds from an essentially “personal media” to represent the 

entire movement and themselves. The fact that such an intimate, small device and the all 

the different technologies it affords (Turkel 2011, Norman 1988) represents a major shift 

of “communicative power” (Castells 2004a) is a central focus of this inquiry.  Aakhus 

and Katz (2003:7-8) also point out the prestigious status symbol these devices convey on 

their owners, but of more interest to us, is the social construct of “control over their own 

destiny” that proficiency on these devices provide to both the makers and audiences.  

 Interactivity and “lived experience” are both present within the mediated and 

face-to-face connections facilitated by the “live” experience of recording unedited 

streaming video. This sets my inquiry apart from others who have studied edited and 

remix media in the past. Protesters often talk directly to these cameras and videographers 

during the recording; audience members often use chat or instant messaging software to 

communicate to the videographer and other audience members during the events as well. 

To inform this aspect of this study, I will utilize the Mobile Media adaptation of Gidden’s 

theory of “mediated co-presence” (Ito 2005, Ling 2008, Miller 2010, and Vincent 2008). 
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Mediated Co-Presence  
Co-presence originally meant to share an experience physically and was studied 

in many ways – including the metaphysical. “Mediated co-presence” is a term coined by 

Giddens (1984) in his seminal work, The Construction of Society, where he states “some 

of the intimacies of co-presence are made possible by electronic communications media.” 

This study seeks to build on that prescient idea. A small but useful study by Ito (2005) of 

photo sharing via private moblog11 found that the visual aspect of sharing images lent 

“intimate visual co-presence” and suggests this co-presence may become one of “the new 

social modalities.” Earl and Kimport (2011:198) praise the fact that social movement 

tactics are “no longer tied to the constraints of physical co-presence.”  

Sociologists have studied the important social status and sense of perpetual 

connection mobile phones provide (Ling & Campbell 2009, Campbell & Park 2009, 

Turkel 2011), engineers, marketing specialists, and psychologists have studied how 

customers use cell phone still camera technology for personal, family, and casual uses 

(Kindberg et al 2005, Dougherty 2010), and anthropologists, media theorists and political 

scientists have studied the tactical potential of mobile technology to promote social 

change (McInerney 2007, Doughtery 2011, Gergen 2008, Gregory 2009, Rheingold 

2008, Stein & Gloria 2010). I seek to investigate these three themes further within the 

context of Occupy live stream video. 

Ambivalent Face 
For a contemporary movement to reach the size and scope of the Occupy 

movement, many points of view must be respected. The 99% represents a vast and 

complex society. The movement’s horizontal, leaderless, direct democracy strategy uses 

the power of the “ambivalent face” (Nir, 2004; Tabboni 1995) together with “networked 

autonomy” (Castells 2011c). When combined these strategies encourage many 

descriptions of a problem together with a wide array of possible solutions to reach the 

best conclusions.  Internally, this structure enables the network of autonomous thinkers to 

learn to trust in a collective strength. Externally, this lack of concern for the outmoded, 
                                                
11 A moblog is a web-based diary (blog) that is created using media generated by a mobile phone. In this 
study they were principally photos and text but with expanding capabilities.  
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vertical, binary decision processes frustrates and baffles the enemy. Thus the Occupy 

network can be wide by virtue of its flexibility, and deep by virtue of its respect for 

individual talent and accountability.  We will examine the strategic use of the 

“ambivalent face” (Benkler 2006, Tabboni 2010, Castells 2011, Stein & Gloria 2012) 

enabled to a great extent by the use of digital data and I argue, LSV.  This flexibility 

confounds the critics while leaving room for many small groups to be represented and to 

participate via their mobile technology.  

Our analysis of the organizational dynamics found in the videos will also benefit 

from the extensive cooperative learning research conducted by the Johnson brothers at 

the University of Minnesota’s Cooperative Learning Center, which they established in 

1969. They have written extensively about the elements most conducive for cooperation: 

personal and group accountability, shared resources, and positive interdependence 

(Johnson and Johnson 1999, 2000, 2005).  Consensus and cooperation are not understood 

very well in contemporary U.S. Most people believe it requires everyone to agree 

robotically and is too cumbersome to be “efficient.” The Johnson brother’s research 

shows that consensus requires skills often overlooked in U.S. education. At the heart of 

this process lie both individual and group accountability; when understood and practiced, 

this process achieves the best possible outcome for both the individual and the group.   

Any group is stronger when every person on the team contributes. Positive 

interdependence occurs when each group member realizes that the team will be weaker if 

any member’s skills are not utilized to the fullest. It serves everyone’s goals to include 

everyone and share responsibility.  With practice, the group learns to how to reach 

consensus more easily and efficiently and to recognize more quickly where no consensus 

is possible. Meetings become shorter, focus on topics where there is the most interest, 

and thus engage more of the each individual’s intellectual capacity.  
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II. CONTEXT MATTERS 

The Occupy Wall Street (OWS) movement is occurring within a turbulent social 

environment of complex structural contexts and cultural changes. Economically: a legacy 

of growing inequality, shrinking opportunity, political corruption, and persistent social 

injustice are all deeply incompatible with the national and international mythology of the 

“American dream.”12 Politically: federal and state legislatures continue to cede their 

responsibilities to the largest corporations and special interests who supply not only 

unprecedented election funding, congressional members and staffer’s jobs after 

retirement, but pre-written legislation to eliminate oversight, regulation, taxes, or 

enfranchisement by minorities. The target of the February 29, 2012 (#F29) direct action 

focuses on the American Legislative Executive Council (ALEC), which epitomizes U.S. 

legislator’s surrender to corporate influence. Culturally: the digital technoscape has 

blurred the similarities and differences between our local and global communities and 

reshaped language, work, and leisure, as well as space and time.  Citizens all over the 

world in societies long perceived to be stagnant and authoritarian found their voices and 

changed their governments in 2010-11. Protest erupted from Madrid to Cairo to Slovenia 

and Tehran. In September 2011, it was the United States’ turn to join the global uprising 

for social justice. 

The protesters and occupiers of the Occupy Wall Street movement bring a hybrid 

strategy of tested and emergent tactics into this social maelstrom.  The slogan “We are 

the 99%” is not simply a jingoistic U.S. construct as was demonstrated on October 15, 

2011 when “from Maine to Melbourne, hundreds of thousands of people marched in 

nearly a 1000 cities … the battle cry of the 99% and the moment Occupy Wall Street 

                                                
11. Jim Hightower, The Hightower Report. “A Beacon of Social Justice?” December 30, 2011. Accessed 
March 12, 2012 on Austin Chronicle: http://www.austinchronicle.com/news/2011-12-20/the-hightower-
report/   
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emerged onto the public stage,” (Tharoor, 2011:26). The global popularity of the slogan 

reveals a pervasive perception of the class divide(s) and how much the U.S. international 

image depends on the behavior of our financial sector. The special brand of winner-take-

all capitalism (Hacker & Pearson 2011) represented by the Wall Street financial barons 

(the leading representatives of the 1%) make a classic symbolic focus for the fury and 

frustration of citizens around the world.  

 

Economic Context 

The “bottomless debt” party came to a screeching halt in 2008.  It was very 

similar to the self-deluded excesses of the roaring 1920s. This spending spree also 

involved lax regulation and enforcement of securities. Almost every citizen in the U.S. 

and millions around the world looked into an abyss of modern capitalism and held their 

breath trying not to let the foundations crumble.  It was a reflexive precipice.  Suddenly 

people were asking questions. How did it come to this? What happened? World finance 

practices and procedures suddenly had the world’s attention.  

The economic collapse of both the housing and finance sectors of 2008 revealed a 

level of corruption and inequality in our society that most Americans had evaded, ignored 

or misunderstood. The dangers of unbridled greed mixed with unbridled capitalism 

rocked many people’s faith in the basic tenets of the American dream. The shock of the 

situation played a large part in setting the stage for a new political awakening.  A new 

awareness of our vulnerability to the whims of the very, very, very rich added a new 

meme to our global lexicon: We are the 99 percent. 
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THE GREAT RECESSION – 2008-2012 

During the meltdown of the U.S. financial sector, which climaxed in 2008 and 

lingers into 2012, $11.2 trillion of Americans’ net household wealth disappeared in a 

single year13, unemployment rose to 9.8 percent during November 2008 (a 25-year 

high)14, and over four million families had lost their homes by the beginning of 201215. 

Household wealth is calculated as the difference between assets and liabilities. The 

housing bubble burst and took millions of jobs and most of what average Americans had 

been able to save with it. Not only were their homes worth much less than they had been 

led to believe, but for many of these “baby boomers” (the largest generation in American 

history), their pension funds also suffered severe losses.  

No economic entity was immune. All 50 states in 2009 saw a record breaking 

decline in tax revenues,16 which directly effects public school funding, state workers’ 

pensions, welfare funds, infrastructure construction and more. Public workers’ (teachers, 

police, firemen, nurses, administrators, utilities workers) pensions in particular were hit 

hard. PricewaterhouseCoopers LLT estimated in 2009 that “Within 15 years, public 

systems on average will have less than half the money they need to pay pension benefits 

… Other analysts say it could hit that low in 10 years.”17  

This meltdown marked the beginning of the worst global recession in 70 years.18 

Responsibility for this massive economic recession can be laid squarely at the door of the 

                                                
13 Catherine Clifford, CNNMoney.  She quotes the Federal Reserve. Accessed March 12, 2012. 
http://money.cnn.com/2009/03/12/news/economy/flow_funds/index.htm?postversion=2009031214  
14 U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics Data: http://data.bis.gov/timeseries/LNS14000000.  
15 --- New York Times. “Foreclosures - 2012 Robosigning and Mortgage Servicing Settlement.”  March 13, 
2012. Accessed March 12, 2012. 
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/subjects/f/foreclosures/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier   
16 Michael Cooper, New York Times.“Pension Fund Losses Hit States Hard, Data Show” Jan. 5, 2011. He 
reports tax revenue in the states decreased to $66 billion in 2009 based on US Census Bureau report.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/01/06/us/06states.html.  
17 David Cho, Washington Post. “Steep Losses Pose Crisis for Pensions.” October 11, 2009.  
18 International Monetary Fund Executive Summary 
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2009/01/pdf/exesum.pdf  
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U.S. Banking and Financial industries that lobbied for and received the lax government 

regulations and oversight they desired. The congressional Levin-Coburn Report titled 

“Wall Street and the Financial Crisis; Anatomy of a Financial Collapse”19 tells how the 

crisis was made possible by legislation that relaxed financial oversight regulations for 

decades – across four presidents of both parties.  Relaxing regulations is a specialty of 

ALEC. 

Fast forward to 2011. The ravages of that tectonic economic event are still 

reverberating through society.  Unemployment in September 2011, when Occupy began, 

was still at nine percent20, student debt hit $1 trillion dollars in 2012, and tens of 

thousands of homes are in foreclosure – or soon will be. Meanwhile, the U.S. Department 

of Commerce reports that in 2010 the banking industry had an income of $13.3 trillion.21 

 
U.S. Home Foreclosures 

 
2008 

 

 
> 850,00022 

 
+  81% over 2007 
+ 225% over 2006  

2009 
 

918,000  

2010* 
 

1,050,000  

Table 1. “U.S. 2010 home foreclosures top one million for first time”  
 Reuters 1/12/2011. 

 

                                                
19 The Homeland Security Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations prepared this report. April 13, 2011. 
See it:  
http://www.hsgac.senate.gov//imo/media/doc/Financial_Crisis/FinancialCrisisReport.pdf?attempt=2   
20 U.S.Bureau of Labor Statistics does not include people who no longer qualify for unemployment or have 
ceased to look for work. See table at http://data.bls.gov/timeseries/LNS14000000.  
21 From the Select USA webpages on the U.S. Dept. of Commerce website: 
www.selectusa.commerce.gov/industry-snapshots/financial-services-industry-united-states.   
22 Stephanie Armour, USA Today. “2008 foreclosure filing set record.”  Feb. 3, 2009. 
http://www.usatoday.com/money/economy/housing/2009-01-14-foreclosure-record-filings_N.htm 
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Fig. 2. American’s Net Worth Shrinks while Finance Industry Share of GNP Soars  
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The Missing Middle Class 

While the top 20 percent of our population has become very rich by worldwide 

standards, the inequality – “the distance between the rungs”23 of the ladder - has grown to 

such staggering proportions that many ask, “Where is the Middle Class?”  President 

Obama recently told a crowd in Kansas, “And if the trend of rising inequality continues, 

it’s estimated that a child born today will only have a one in three chance of making it to 

the middle class.”24 These extreme changes represent an attitude shift in capitalist 

discourse that can be traced through admonitions from business leaders of their day: 

 

Take care of your customers without whom you would have no business.  
Take care of your employees without whom you would have no business. 
Take care of your shareholders without whom you would have no business. 
Take care of your community without whose goodwill you would have no 
business. 
 Edwin F. Gay, First Dean of the Harvard School of Business, 1908 

 

Few trends could so undermine our free society as the acceptance by corporate 
executives of social responsibility other than to make as much money for the 
shareholders as possible.  
 Milton Friedman, Chicago School of Economics, 1970 

 

It is class warfare. My class is winning, but they shouldn’t be. 

Everybody in this country owes their good fortune in some way to the rest of the 
country … but the distribution in this country, our market system, has led to 
extremes.25  

Warren Buffet, CEO Berkshire-Hathaway, 2011  

                                                
23 President Barack Obama speech on inequality at Osawatonie, Kansas. Dec. 16, 2011. 
24 Ibid. 
25 -- PBS News Hour broadcast on 8/16/2011. They replayed a clip of the Warren Buffet interview from 
Charlie Rose. See the video: http://Video.pbs.org/video/2096164335  @ 00:48. 
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The Income Gap 

The net income change has been minimal for most Americans over the last twenty 

years.  We have witnessed a mere $4500 increase in median income according to the US 

Census Bureau, who is considered a conservative source on income. At the same time, 

David Brooks quotes a Wall Street Journal report, “the revenue per employee at S&P 500 

companies increased from $378,000 in 2007 to $420,000 in 2011.”26   
 

                

Fig. 3. Median Income Remains Unchanged for 20 years. Source: US Census.27 

When you consider income in context with the enormous gains of the wealthiest 

(the .01 percent of citizens), the true value of a median income becomes more accurately 

understood as graphed in Figs. 4 and 5. Here you can see how the excessive growth at the 

top skews the numbers so it appears that more people have benefitted from a higher 

income, when they did not. 
                                                
26 David Brooks, The New York Times. “The Two Economies.” April 9, 2012. Refers to an online graphic 
article titled “Recession and Rebound” on the Wall Street Journal website: 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303772904577332493399116320.html?KEYWORDS=re
venue+per+employee  
27 Annaly Censky, CNNMoney. “A rough 10 years for the middle class.”  Oct 14 2011. 
http://money.cnn.com/2011/09/21/news/economy/middle_class_income/index.htm  
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Fig. 4. Income Growth by Percentage of the Population28 

 

 

Fig. 5. When Income Grows, Who Gains? 

                                                
28 -- Figures 4 and 5 come from “The State of Working America 2008/2009,” an ongoing analysis 
published since 1988 by the Economic Policy Institute. http://stateofworkingamerica.org/  

35%
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19%
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0-‐90%
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The Wealth Gap 

When you examine economic inequality, you must also consider the wealth gap. 

Here the extreme differences between the classes in America become even more evident. 

Such a sudden loss of wealth, lower income levels, plus a loss of jobs forced many to 

view the unequal economic distribution in the United States in a new light. Many friends, 

neighbors, family members were suddenly on the verge of homelessness or poverty. As 

foreclosures increased, practically every home in America lost value. This drew the 

attention of the media and the population. When people started to ask questions, scientists 

learned how little Americans understood the distribution of wealth in their own country. 

Economic behaviorist, Dan Ariely conducted a study to reveal citizen’s mental 

image of wealth distribution in the U.S. In the study, researchers showed over 7000 

participants a chart with three income distributions diagramed (Fig. 6). Country A 

represents a fictional, evenly distributed economy, Country B represents the income 

distribution in Sweden, and Country C is a representation of U.S. economic disparity.  
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Ariely: People do not understand 
how much wealth the top 20 
percent have. They actually have 
84 percent of the wealth, and they 
think they have much less. And 
more disturbingly, people don’t 
understand how little wealth the 
bottom of the distribution have. 
The bottom 40 percent have about 
0.3 percent basically zero. … 

(10:41) We had 7000 people 
distributed around the US, 
different levels of income, 
education, wealth, political 
opinions [in the survey]. 92 
percent of the American’s picked 
Sweden over the US. When we 
broke it by Democrats and 
Republicans. Democrats were 93 
percent. Republicans, it was 90.5 
percent. So there is a difference, 
but the difference is tiny. One of 
the possibilities is that when we 
dig deep down and we ask people 
to examine their core beliefs about 
a just society Americans are really 
quite consistent in terms of 
thinking this is way too much 
inequality and we want something 
much more similar to Sweden. 
(11:24) 

 

Fig. 6. Ariely Income Distribution Study Diagram 

 Harvard economist, Richard Friedman, also interviewed in the same program, 

adds,  “We are high for a poor country in terms of inequality.  And we are a rich country. 

We are about even with China. But half of China are rural peasants. They are not part of 

the modern world. So the US really has reached an extraordinary level of inequality.”  
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The following diagram gives a visual representation of the situation in 2004, 

before the collapse: 

                 

Fig. 7. Distribution of Wealth Pyramid Diagram, 2004 

What remains of the Middle Class is represented on the pyramid as the dark blue 

and tiny tan sections that illustrate the middle 40 percent of our society – before the 2008 

recession. The actual fragility of the economic situation might be better illustrated if the 

pyramid was inverted. Then the imbalance and danger of the current situation would be 

more evident; the US economy balances on a base that is shrinking and poor even though 

Ariely's research shows most of us do not realize it.  Many began to understand this 

situation better during the Great Recession. 

A major activity within the Occupy movement is to make this situation known, to 

help people understand income, wealth and corporate power. Each LSV videographer in 

this study takes this responsibility seriously. They all discuss online their understanding 

of this situation and encourage viewers to learn more. Tim Pool spent an hour streaming 

Matt Taibbi’s Teach-In in New York’s Bryant Park on the topic of Bank of America’s 

role in the 2008 crash and their current state of affairs. These video activists earn that title 

of activist. They are not only documenting the movement and self-promotions; they are 

devoted to spreading “the word” and the facts. 
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Political Context – Legislative, Executive, Judicial Branches 

If the Great Recession is the fuse for the OWS movement, the public disapproval 

with U.S. politicians is the dynamite. According to Frank Newport for GALLUP Polls, 

Republicans and Democrats in Congress both suffer from historically low approval 

ratings that averaged just 11 percent for the entire year of 2011.  Newport writes in his 

Gallup Politics article: 

This suggests that 2011 will be remembered as the year in which the American 
public lost much if not all remaining faith in the men and women they elect and 
send off to Washington to represent them. (Newport, 2011) 

This lack of faith in our legislators and in American politics (especially at the Federal 

level) is a key topic and rallying cry for the Occupy movement who feel that corporations 

and big money are better represented in America’s 21st century democracy than the 

citizens. 

 

         

Fig. 8. Congressional Job Approval 2011 – Gallup Polls 
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The Executive Branch approval polls (shown in green below) have also suffered 

throughout this period even while economic confidence is increasing.  

                   

 

Fig. 9. President Obama and the Economic Confidence Poll Results 2009-2012 

Weakened and reeling from the loss of their assets, an ineffective Congress and 

receding dreams of a fair chance to succeed and prosper as generations before them had 

done, many citizens were further shocked to discover how willing the third branch of the 

U.S. government, the Supreme Court, was to defend corporate rights over citizens’ rights. 

In 2011, the court extended corporate citizenship rights to include unfettered political 

“free speech” based on an 1888 Supreme Court decision.  The 1888 Santa Clara County 

v. Southern Pacific Railroad Supreme Court decision held that corporations are entitled 

to some of the rights of a US citizen according to their reading of the 14th Amendment. 

The 14th Amendment was a post-Civil War law adopted to ensure freed slaves were given 

full rights of citizenship by virtue of their birth in this country. 
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In a shot that Occupy will work hard to be sure it is heard all around the world, 

the U.S. Supreme Court decided to uphold and legalize the unlimited donation of money 

via television and other forms of “free speech” from corporations, non-profits, and 

unions29 into our political election system. The decision is called Citizens United v. 

Federal Election Commission. This decision (at a time of such economic hardship and 

uncertainty) held that the First Amendment right of Free Speech applied to campaign 

contributions from corporations.  In a split decision, the Roberts’ Supreme Court 

overturned the portion of the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act (commonly known as the 

McCain-Feingold Act) that had specifically prohibited corporations, non-profit 

organizations, and unions from producing “electioneering communication” as broadcast, 

cable, or satellite communication that mentioned any candidate within 60 days of a 

general election or 30 days of a primary.” Now, corporate contributions to lawmakers 

were literally limitless by law. 

 

 
Fig. 10. Occupy the Dream rally January 2012 in Washington D.C.30 

                                                
29 Of these three groups, guess who has the most money to spend? Therefore, it is commonly referred to as 
“corporate free speech” excluding the other two, much smaller groups (unions and non-profits). This ruling 
will play a large role in the Presidential and Congressional elections of 2012. 
30 This rally was held in front of the Federal Reserve in Washington DC, Jan. 16, 2012. Photo by Scott 
Galindez/RSN.  http://theragblog.blogspot.com/2012/01/scott-galindez-black-churches-to-occupy.html  
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YES WE CAN 

2008 was also a very important election year. The frightening economy, 

disgruntlement with President George W. Bush’s two wars and Wall Street bailout, plus a 

new group of highly indebted youth with poor job prospects all contributed to the election 

of President Barack Obama, the former community organizer and one term Senator from 

Illinois. He won this election in large part thanks to the brilliant mobilization and votes of 

the 18-29 demographic.31 They not only voted for him, but they worked for him and 

attended community activist training at his election offices. They watched and learned 

and took their training to heart. According to Heather McGhee, an Economic Equality 

Advocate, they brought their own culture - tolerant, digital, independent, educated – to 

bear.32 This generation of Americans had the trauma of Sept. 11, 2001 deep in their 

psyche, and a digitized, globalized outlook on life unprecedented in US history.  These 

same young people - still protesting against essentially the same issues in 2011 - would 

serve as a strong basis for OWS.  

For the first time in modern memory, a candidate for the Presidency of the United 

States campaigned around the world. In Germany, 200,000 citizens packed into 

Tiergarten Park in Berlin to hear a young, robust American candidate speak of the 

“intertwined” world with hope. In June 2009, he travelled to Cairo at the invitation of two 

centers of learning (Al-Azhar and Cairo University) to “make a frank appeal for a new 

                                                
31 --- “Young Voters in the 2008 Election”, Pew Research Center Publications. 
http://pewresearch.org/pubs/1031/young-voters-in-the-2008-election  
32 Heather McGhee on Bill Moyers and Company. She works for Demos, a non-partisan 
research and advocacy organization.  “I turned 30 last year, which puts me at the very start 
of the Millennial generation, and we are known for our sense of entrepreneurship, our 
volunteerism, our tolerance of diversity, and for being the first generation in American 
history to not do better than their parents. And that was clear before the Wall Street banks 
crashed the economy and left our generation to graduate into the worst job market since the 
great Depression.” 
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relationship based on mutual respect” to the 1.5 billion Muslims in the world.33 Finally an 

American president spoke to the world with respect. The message of the Obama 

campaign resonated and helped to activate millions more young citizens around the 

world. “Yes We Can”, they shouted with him.  All these young people believed they 

could change the world; and they proved they would in 2010-11.  
 

Cultural Context - Shifting Sands 

"Culture is whatever is distinctive about the way of life of a people, community, 
nation or social group'  (Hall 1997a:2) 

Cellular phone connectivity intimately intertwines our global, local, and personal 

cultures into a complex cultural and mediascape that unites and divides us from one 

another.  We are experiencing a digital individuation described by Manuel Castells as “a 

new pattern of sociability based on networked individualism…. [plus] a desire for 

individual autonomy based on self-defined projects of life” (2007). The empowering 

capability of individuals to activate a network of peers, to define themselves amid so 

many choices of identity, to manipulate so many modalities (with separate personalities 

for each community they join) is unprecedented in human communication history. And 

for each group that is formed, outsiders are also defined by the boundaries. The network 

society begets the new digital world culture and vice versa.   

Human agency is magnified within their choice of network, input into their 

network, and wide choice of tools of self-expression. These videographers choose their 

tools specifically for their characteristics. “I don’t know anything about YouTube,” Tim 

Pool tells a person trying to engage him in conversation while he shoots a march (F28-

NYC2-38:20), “I only stream.” The argument against the importance of technology to 

                                                
33 -- “Obama in Cairo” Los Angeles Times, June 5, 2009.  
Also: “Text: Obama’s Speech in Cairo” June 4, 2009.  New York Times Politics section: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/04/us/politics/04obama.text.html?pagewanted=all  
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contemporary communications and social movement formation misses the point that this 

technology is quickly becoming an integral, indivisible part of contemporary identity – 

even in the farthest reaches of the globe. Slack and Wise’ (2007) say that “technical 

culture” is here. Castells writes: 

The study we conducted with my collaborators on mobile communication and 
society (Castells et al., 2006) showed the key role of wireless communication in 
supporting personal and cultural autonomy, while maintaining patterns 
of  communication and meaning in all domains of social activity.  The 
sociopolitical uses of wireless communication epitomize this analysis. If mobile 
phones and other wireless communication devices are becoming the privileged 
tools of grassroots-initiated political change in our world, its because their 
sociotechnical features directly relate to the major cultural trends underlying 
social practice in our society.  

     Castells, Communication Power, pp. 361 

Many scholars have written on the effects our personal digital technologies have 

had on our fractured and reconstructed perceptions of both space and time (Ling 2004:76-

82; Ling and Campbell 2009; Turkel 2011; and Caporeal & Bo 2003) and our mediatized 

self image (Katz and Aakhus, 2003, Turkel 2011). Our contemporary world is tightly 

mediatized on so many levels; personal, local, national, and international that Juris and 

Castells see “networked individualism as a culture, not an organizational form” (Castells 

2009:282). This near-instantaneous communication web ensures that word of social and 

political upheaval can be shared, seen, heard and felt around the world defying many 

government attempts to control it. Satellite television, radio, cell phones, and the Internet 

have broken down many national boundaries and enabled activists, hobbyists, reporters, 

families and friends to reach across the world or into the next room.  These techno-

cultural tools enable activists to stretch their global political will across boundaries of all 

types with great effect (Juris 2005, 2008). 

Culturally, the Occupy movement is coming to grips with the “new reality” of 21st 

century globalization and the contradictions that this process represents. Digital global 
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access via your cell phone is a good thing; lack of dignified, sustainable jobs for the 

workers who assemble those toys is a bad thing. Unequal access to the Internet is a bad 

thing; cheaper computers and clothing are good things for a shrinking, increasingly 

impoverished middle class. The iPhone (launched in 2007) combines video, camera, 

phone, calendar, Internet access, books, periodicals, and thousands of other activities into 

a powerful, yet simple device that fits in your pocket.  This creative device has made 

Apple the world’s richest company while their Chinese manufacturer, Foxconn, treats its 

employees like indentured servants with such a small salary they must live in crowded 

dormitories and cannot afford to choose their living spaces even though they work full 

time and regularly also work overtime.34 Globalization has made all these contrasting 

situations possible. The contradictions of our technological culture seem irreconcilable 

unless you choose to use the tools of the “Empire” to change the structural injustice that 

supports it (Hardt & Negri, 2012). Occupy deliberately intends to do exactly this. The 

smart mobile phone used in most LSV is a perfect example of the use of an extremely 

profitable tool in the hands of the activists. 35 

Occupy Wall Street 

The date selected by Adbusters to be the first day of what was expected to be a 

two-month36 occupation at the heart of the world’s capitalist financial empire was chosen 

(like most things in the movement) with symbolic appeal.  September 17 is the often 

overlooked birthday of the Constitution of the United States; the document that with the 

Bill of Rights outlines the organization of our government and specifies our rights and 
                                                
34 Bill Weir, ABC News Nightline. “A Trip to the iFactory: ‘Nightline’ Gets an Unprecedented Glimpse 
Inside Apple’s Chinese Core.” Feb 20,2012 http://abcnews.go.com/International/trip-ifactory-nightline-
unprecedented-glimpse-inside-apples-chinese/story?id=15748745  
35  -- BBC News Technology “Apple petitioners tell firm to protect Chinese workers” March. 1, 2012. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-16832106  
36 See Adbusters original call to action: http://www.adbusters.org/blogs/adbusters-
blog/occupywallstreet.html . 
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protections as citizens.  Two hundred and twenty four years later, many of the ideals in 

that document are still a work in progress:  

We the People in order to form a more perfect union, establish Justice, insure 
domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote general Welfare, 
and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and 
establish this Constitution for the United States of America. 

Within the first week, the Occupy movement had written a Declaration of the 

Occupation (see Appendix A.). The framing of this document was a lesson in 

collaborative, consensus building, which is a difficult skill for many Americans to learn – 

taught as they are from birth that hierarchy = order and individualism = power. Yet the 

tale of one amendment to the document is very illustrative of the difference between 

vertical and horizontal, participatory democracy.  

Manissa Maharawal (2011) writes of her first two visits to the OWS encampment 

during the first week of the occupation: 

There were a lot of young white kids. But there weren’t only young white kids. 
There were older people, mothers with kids, and there were a lot more people of 
color than we expected. There was the usual protest feeling of people moving 
around in different directions, not sure what to do, but within this there was also 
order: a food table, a library, a busy media area … Maybe this is how movements 
need to maintain themselves, through a recognition that political change is also 
fundamentally about everyday life.  

I went to the anti-patriarchy meeting (that first night) because even though I was 
impressed by the General Assembly and its process, I also noticed that it was 
mostly white men who were in charge. …  

The next night I showed up with some other South Asian friends. The GA was in 
session and they were passing around a document titled “The Declaration of 
Occupy Wall Street” I hadn’t realized we were going to vote on it right then and 
there. When I had heard it the night before with my friend Sonny we noticed a 
line about the eradication of race, class, and gender division that seemed strange. 
Did they really think these problems were behind us? But Sonny and I had 
shrugged it off … Now we realized it was actually a really important document, 
that it was going to be sent into the world and read by thousands of people. And 
that if we let it go into the world the way it was, it would mean that people like 
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me would shrug off this movement. It would keep people like me and my friends 
and my community from joining this movement. So this was urgent. … This 
movement was about to send a document into the world that included a line that 
erased the memory of all power relations and ignored decades of oppression. … I 
didn’t want to walk away from this. I couldn’t walk away.” Pg. 35-36 

The offending language Manissa and her group objected to was, “As one people, 

formerly divided by the color of our skin, gender, sexual orientation, religion, or lack 

thereof, political party and cultural background, we acknowledge that there is only one 

race, the human race.” She and her friends cried out “Mic Ck”37 until they got the 

attention of the crowd and proceeded to do a “crash course” about “white privilege, 

structural racism, and oppression.” Afterwards, people came to them to learn more about 

their point of view. Marissa writes that she shocked herself by speaking out as she did to 

such a large crowd and for caring so passionately for a movement she had only visited 

twice.  The entire group of about 300 occupiers quieted down to acknowledge her and 

repeat the words she asked them to say. They took time to listen and learn from Manissa 

and her friends. Another member of her group, Hena Ashraf (2011), writes on her blog 

about this same evening, “We walked away realizing that we had spontaneously come 

together, demanded change, and created it.” The offending text was changed to, “As one 

people, united,” and the declaration was adopted by the general assembly on September 

29, 2011.  

The moment for a global movement had come.  From a group of several hundred 

individual protesters with individual gripes, a social movement to change the structure of 

power was born. Castells (2011c-0:09:30) defines a social movement as “aimed at 

changing society or a new relationship between power and nature.”  It is much too early 

to come to a final assessment over the impact of Occupy Wall Street and the worldwide 

                                                
37 This process is known as the Citizens’ Microphone. Anyone in the crowd can use it to get attention when 
they have information to add to the discussion. It is often used in ad hoc situations as well to direct the 
group to points of information, to provide directions during a march, or to calm shouting matches and 
regain order (as I witnessed at Occupy Austin. It was very effective in an emotional, volatile situation.) 
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Occupy movement, but the audacity of their vision for a new relationship between the 

people and their democracy has set the stage for a new source of power. 

ORIGINS 

Every culture has one or more origin stories. The Occupy Wall Street movement 

is no exception. Most people associate the beginning of the occupation with this blog post 

from the Canadian progressive advertising agency, Adbusters.org.  

                            

Fig. 11. Adbusters First Call to Action 

Kalle Lasn, founder of Adbusters, officially registered the website name 

occupywallstreet.org on June 9, 2011.38 On July 13, Adbusters sent a tweet directing 

90,000 subscribers to the web site with the heading pictured in Fig. 11. The challenge 

reads “Are you ready for a Tahrir moment?” The question refers to the political resistance 

known as the “Arab Spring.” Tahrir Square in Cairo was the epicenter of the Egyptian 

uprising that ended the brutal 30-year reign of dictator Hosni Mubarak in the spring of 

2011. In the Adbusters’ ad, the question is asking if American’s have the courage to rise 

up in defiance of their oppressors: wall street banks and finance barons to take back their 

                                                
38 Domain name registration information can be found at whois.com. 
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government. The date was chosen for its significance in American history: September 17. 

Essentially the question asks: Will you reclaim your democracy? 

Glocal Roots 

The challenge in Adbusters brought attention to the event and got people talking 

and excited about the prospect of the American version, but it could not have succeeded 

without deeper roots and knowledge of the tactics of occupation. Months before this call 

went out, a “group of artists, activists, writers, students, and organizers” began a series of 

gatherings on the fourth floor of 16 Beaver Street in lower Manhattan to talk about how 

to change the world. (Kroll, 2011) “There were New Yorkers in the room, but also 

Egyptians, Spaniards, Japanese, and Greeks,” writes Kroll (2011). Many of these 

experienced activists had played a part in the Arab Spring and others came from the 

protests in Europe.  Each had information or experience to share.  As Ishaan Tharoor 

writes, “Occupy Wall Street existed in an internationalist prism.” (2011:27) 

Several of the New Yorkers in the 16 Beaver St. group had just been involved in 

“Bloombergville” a weeks long encampment outside New York City Hall to protest deep 

budget cuts to education and other public services by the New York City Council and 

NYC Mayor Michael Bloomberg (www.bloombergvillenow.org).39 Their protest and 

encampment began on June 14, 2011. Bloombergville was a coalition of unionists, social 

workers, students, educators, parents, and other concerned community members. At 1 

Center Street, they were confined to sleeping bags on the sidewalk. 

                                                
39 David Chen, New York Times. “In ‘Bloombergville,’ Budget Protesters Sleep In.” June 15, 2011.  
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Fig. 12. Bloombergville’s first Town Hall. 

Bloombergville provided an 

essential “urban camping” template 

for OWS’ own practical and 

community structure when they 

reached Zuccotti.  These protesters 

also helped establish and refine the 

New York General Assembly that 

became the quasi-governing and 

fiscal center of OWS. 

Citizen produced videos were part of the media plan from the beginning and 

played a major role as you can see from the prominent Video link on the Bloombergville 

webpage header below. These activists used YouTube and links into their blog as 

distribution channels. The live-streaming tools were available, but still not widely 

exploited. LSV grew into much wider use at OWS. 

 

 

Fig. 13. Bloombergville Now! Website Menu Structure (www.bloombergvillenow.org). 

On September 1, 2011, a few activists with a videographer in tow performed a 

“test run of Occupy Wall Street” (“They Rise like Lions”, 2011-01:09). It was at this 

exploratory test run that Zuccotti was identified as a possible alternate site. The 

encampment at Zuccotti Park (renamed Liberty Plaza within the culture of OWS) thrived 

until November 15th, when NYC Police swept into the park in the middle of the night to 

evict the protesters and trash their possessions. The only records of the experience of 
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eviction came from a single live streaming citizen journalist, Tim Pool. All other major 

media were kept a block away behind barriers. 

ORGANIZING AN OCCUPATION: CONSENSUS DRIVEN, HORIZONTAL, LEADERLESS 

New York City General Assemblies are an open, participatory and horizontally 
organized process through which we are building the capacity to constitute 
ourselves in public as autonomous collective forces within and against the 
constant crises of  our times. (www.nycga.net) 

Kroll (2011) relates the story of two Spanish activists, Begonia and Luis, who 

introduced the concept and tools of the “General Assembly” to the 16 Beaver St. group 

prior to September 17. Consensus led democracy40 is not new in Europe, and “general 

assemblies are hugely popular in Spain, forming not just in cities but in individual 

neighborhoods”(Kroll 2011). It seemed a good option for a loose affiliation of people 

with such diverse backgrounds and expectations.  Activists from the Beaver St. meetings 

took the idea back to Bloombergville. On August 2nd, the Bloombergville-New Yorkers 

Against Budget Cuts group called a “General Assembly” in Bowling Green Park at the 

base of the iconic Wall Street statue of a charging bull.   

Several members of the 16 Beaver Street group attended. A Greek artist-activist 

from the Beaver Street group, Georgia Sagri explains she “watched with dismay.” The 

Americans were conducting the traditional type of rally they were used to; one or two 

people preaching on a single topic to a crowd of sympathizers about stuff they already 

knew. There was nothing dynamic, engaging, participatory, open or horizontal about it. 

“A general assembly on the other hand, promised a discussion without fixating on an 

issue or person,” Sagri tells Kroll. So she and some friends “hijacked” the event to 

demonstrate how a general assembly works (Kroll, 2011:18-19).  

                                                
40 Consensus led democracy is also a form of “direct democracy” since no representatives or college of 
delegates are between each individual and the decision on the subject under consideration. Also see 
Appendix B to understand how they use the term in context. 
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Again the symbolism of the day was rich with irony: on the same day the NY 

activists were learning a new communication/organization method, the U.S. Congress 

remained obstinately deadlocked in face of the looming deadline to either increase the 

debt ceiling (as usual) or let the country default on its own massive debt obligations.41 

The irony wasn’t lost on the small band of protesters. 

Marina Sitrin, an early core group member from 16 Beaver, describes the early 

assemblies as “quite awkward” (Kroll 2011). David Graeber (2011), another early core 

activist writes, “Consensus process had been successfully used in spokes councils … but 

never in mass assemblies like the one anticipated in New York City. Even Greece and 

Spain had not attempted it.” The New York City General Assembly process is now 

imitated and glocalized in encampments all over the world. The rules of conduct and 

procedure are readily available in their NYC General Assembly guide free on the 

website. This website is the information hub of Working Group activity and helps to 

“organize and set the vision for the #occupywallstreet movement” (www.nycga.net). 

 “Horizontally organized” simply means there is no hierarchy; therefore, the 

structure allows input from all interested parties. In her essay, “One No, Many Yeses” 

Marina Sitrin (2011:9) explains how she first discovered the term and learned the 

participatory concept during the Argentinian protests in early 2000 when their banking 

system collapsed. The protesters there coined the term horizontalidad to describe their 

new relationship to self-governing and worker controlled industry. “It is about how one 

changes in the process of participation. People spoke of how this new relationship with 

their communities changed them, that the idea of “I” changed as it related to the “we”, 

and this “we” changed again in relation to the “I.”” This horizontal organizational 
                                                
41 Steven Johnson, Reuters. “Analysis: Deficit deadlock may send chill through markets.” Nov 20, 2011. 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/11/20/us-usa-debt-supercommittee-a-idUSTRE7AJ0VZ20111120 . Or 
-- Associated Press (no byline) - “US Deficit Deadlock Has Echoes of Euro Crisis.” Nov. 29, 2011 via 
CNBC: http://www.cnbc.com/id/45472576/US_Deficit_Deadlock_Has_Echoes_of_Euro_Crisis  
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structure encourages individual expression and participation in relation to the group. Both 

concepts are essential to understanding the culture of the movement. 

Leaderless does not mean a lack of structure. Facilitation of Occupy meetings is a 

shared responsibility that rotates between members of a trained group of activists who 

serve on a team (especially for larger meetings). Group actions based on consensus 

avoids a dictatorship by the majority since simple voting is not enough to carry a motion; 

one must convince others or find the common ground in order to reach consensus. This 

process focuses on the skill set of a diplomat rather than a military hierarchy. It can be 

burdensome until the skills to identify points of commonality, to assess the inclination or 

will of the group, and to work with respect for your peers are developed. The rules are 

simple and effective, as the Quakers have demonstrated for hundreds of years (Kaufman 

2011:47). 

THE AMBIVALENT FACE  

It is impossible to translate the issue of the greed of Wall Street into one demand 
or two demands. We’re talking about a democratic awakening.   
    Cornel West on Democracy Now!42 

A lot of people seem very agitated about the fact that this movement doesn’t have 
a list of sound bite-ready demands and media-ready spokespeople…This is a 
young movement still in the process of determining just how powerful it is, and 
that power will determine what demands are possible. Small movements have to 
settle for small reforms; big ones have the freedom to dream. 

    Naomi Klein, New York Times43 

 
Occupy ties itself to no religion, and no political party. It has no leaders (in the 

vertical sense of the word) and no followers. Individuals do not speak for the entire 

movement, but only for themselves. It has few rules and enforces most of them with 
                                                
42 Amy Goodman, Democracy Now!. “Michael Moore & Cornel West on OWS, Iraq & the Progressive 
Discontent.” October 24, 2011. 
http://www.democracynow.org/2011/10/24/michael_moore_cornel_west_on_ows  
43 Naomi Klein (2011) What is Occupy? Pp. 53. 
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social acceptance or rejection as the Navajo or Quakers do rather than through physical 

punishment. Violence and harassment are illegal, and people who use them to harm 

themselves or others are turned over to law enforcement. The movement welcomes 

anyone to participate and offers her or him equal access to be heard. The movement does 

not wish to abolish the U.S. government only to reclaim it. While the movement seeks to 

change many things in our society, it does not promote anarchy or any other ideology 

except direct democracy (See Appendix B: Statement of Autonomy).  

The rules of the Occupy movement are few. This is a leaderless, non-violent, drug 

free, transparent organization governed by direct democracy. It was formed to combat the 

undue influence of the elite 1% of income earners in the completely unequal system of 

the world economy. Since that simple beginning, there have been many topics and goals 

addressed by the diverse members of the movement. This diversity of goals and purposes 

has led many to decry the lack of a central organizing demand or action proposition. 

Instead, the movement organizes itself around the proposition that there are myriad 

demands within the 99% of the US population.  This movement intends to give advocates 

of each of those demands the right to be heard and discussed. The movement is willing to 

be multi-faceted in order to help empower each of the facets and interests; yet the 

overriding raison d’etre remains to return democratic power to the electorate and deny it 

to the elite 1% and the corporatocracy.  

Thus the movement is accused of having an “ambivalent face.”  The ambivalent 

face of the movement is at once an offensive and defensive strategy. Ambiguity is an 

offensive tactic in that it allows the movement to be more inclusive and invites more 

people to participate. “People can project their meaning onto your ambivalence.” 

(Tabboni 2002, Castells 2011) Simultaneously, it fulfills a defensive strategy in that it 

keeps the enemy off balance and guessing. Thus, the ambivalent face acts as both a 

hegemonic media distraction and unifying force within Occupy. In both roles, LSV has a 

role to play: offensively to produce the mediatized co-present support that can engage 

and encourage more people to join the movement, and defensively as it portrays the 

culture and ideas of the movement in all their diversity while keeping a sousveillant 

guard over the movement. 
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Manuel Castells, in his third lecture on social uprisings at Cambridge University 

(2011c-51:06), noted that the ambivalent face of social movements focuses on the fact 

that “uncertainty is a fundamental lever of social change.” Ruth Cardoso, The People 

Disunited will Never be Vanquished (1998), argues that when a movement does adopt a 

narrow focus and marches in lock step to that demand, they are much easier to defeat. 

Nick Couldry might agree, “A community of incomplete, uncertain selves, working 

through dialog to transform one another – creates a community without closure.”44 

It would be difficult to become more inclusive than being part of a movement that 

claims to represent “The 99 percent.”  Thus it is imperative for the movement to remain 

accessible to as many ideas as possible. Mediatized co-presence enables supporters who 

cannot attend meetings to stay informed. Live media, texting, chats, and Facebook pages 

are some of the other ways people commonly interact with the movement – though not in 

the GA. 

Early organizational communication studies show that ambivalent messages invite 

more face-to-face interaction within an organization. (Trevino et al 1987, Mayer et al 

1990) as they require more direct contact to reach understanding.  If someone wants to 

influence the larger issues within the movement, you must show up to a GA and 

participate. It also forces the mass media to come to the movement to learn about it. 

Without a simple sound byte to describe itself, it forces citizens to make an effort to 

become informed. By organizing through the fluid, diverse Working Groups, the 

movement allows each participant to find a reflection of themselves and their own 

message, an ambivalent stance in which media and communication play a role.  

Simultaneously, ambivalence serves as a defensive strategy.  The lack of a single 

stated goal upsets critics, reporters, and the hegemony a great deal. The movement’s 

resistance to being categorized in a small frame “represents the ambivalent relation of 

proximity and distance, identity and difference, through which a group reproduces social 

life.” (Tabboni 1997, Gole 2002:181) Gole goes on to discuss the use of this strategy to 

                                                
44 Quoted by Chris Atton (2003). 
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form a social hierarchy, but Occupy is demonstrating that it works also in the horizontal 

mode.  

Occupy’s methods defy the status quo’s monopoly on what “is possible.” It is 

unsettling to see a movement succeed despite its distain for tropes one holds so dear. 

Within the Occupy culture, familiar, hegemonic concepts are discounted, disproven and 

ridiculed. Tropes such as “rugged individualism built this country,” “lead from the top,” 

“only a few are fit to lead,” “you too can get rich,” “American exceptionalism”, etc. The 

status quo would not be reacting so viciously if they were not rattled. The early success 

of the Occupy movement not only startled the planners; it took the 1% by surprise too. 

The vicious use of force by mayors in New York, Oakland, London, Austin, and others 

illustrates their desire to silence the group. Eric Cantor warned of “growing mobs” on the 

floor of the House of Representatives. (Scherer 2011) Al-Jazeera reports that over 6000 

people had been arrested from the Occupy movement by January 2012.45 

There are also drawbacks to ambivalence. In many ways, by confusing the press 

and the established leaders, the movement has also confused many potential supporters. 

A recent global poll by Ipsos for Reuters discovered the toll the ambivalent face takes on 

the growth of the movement. Ipsos surveyed 17,000 on Friday March 16, 2012. Laird 

Harrison and Lily Kuo report the results: 

More than half of those surveyed were unsure how they felt about the movement -
- which prides itself on being leaderless -- while a third sympathized with the 
protesters and 13 percent had an unfavorable view. 

Yet when told more about the general objectives of Occupy, sympathy for the 
group rose to 53 percent from 33 percent.46 

                                                
45 -- Al-Jazeera English: “Fault Lines: Can Occupy Rise Again?”  @ 06:45.  
http://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/faultlines/2012/03/201232754252617285.html  
46 Laird Harrison in San Francisco with Lily Kuo in Washington DC. Reuters. “Occupy targets banks, 
corporate spending.” Jan. 20, 2012. http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/01/20/us-usa-protests-occupy-
idUSTRE80J14A20120120  
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THE MEDIA ECOLOGY OF OCCUPY 

The final structural element that informs the movement is the ecology of the 

digital technoscape that engulfs the movement: Internet, smart phones, tablet computers, 

laptops, cameras and more enable these 21st century movements in more ways than in any 

previous age. Chief among these devices is the mobile phone. “Like the television in the 

1950s and the Internet in the 1990s, mobile telephony has emerged as one of the defining 

communications technologies of our time.” (Castells, 2004a)  More than simply a  

 

technology, Katz and Aakhus 

(2003) theorize that the mobile 

phone represents a manifestation 

of a deeper “desire for perpetual 

contact” they refer to as 

“apparatgeist.” While psychologist 

Sherry Turkel (2011) notes, “We 

expect more from our machines 

than we do from each other.” 
 

Fig. 14. Tim Pool Live Streaming with  
his iPhone at OWS. Nov. 2011. 

The Occupy movement utilizes live and archived video, aggregated streaming 

websites, live chat, short message services (SMS) or texts, existing commercial web 

applications (such as Google Docs, WikiPages, Twitter and Facebook), custom-created 

smartphone apps47 and webpages (including blogs) in various combinations to make a 
                                                
47 To help protesters notify “people of importance” when you are in a crisis, for example arrested or in a 
medical emergency. This cell phone application (app) has features to particularly help foreign nationals 
keep important contacts in a single place. http://occupyapps.org/post/20293590797/project-eapp-
emergency-alert-personal  
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rich interactive digital communications ecology within which this diverse movement 

coheres. During the protests in 2011-12, these tools have radically expanded the ability of 

individual participants to control the images that become the “symbolic realities” of the 

movement (and thus our society) (Couldry 2005, Silverstone 2005, Castells 2011) in 

ways that are unprecedented in world media. The movement relies heavily on personal 

digital communications and social media to communicate both locally and globally as it 

invents itself and evolves.  

     Facebook sign-up data 

suggest that the number 

of Occupy Wall Street 

movement pages doubled 

in size every three days 

through its first month. 

(Scherer 2011) At the 

beginning of April, there 

were over 700 Occupy  

 

                 Fig. 15.  #occupywallstreet Facebook Page 

affiliated or affinity group pages listed on Facebook. Many are dormant and some were 

created for only a single event yet are still found with a search. 

Twitter data is more difficult to track since there is a wide variety of twitter 

hashtags used by the movement (for example, #ows, #occupy, #occupyws, etc); however 

the fact that the NYC District Attorney’s office has tried to subpoena Twitter accounts of 

several activists in hopes of finding the names of other protesters indicates that the 

authorities fear their lack of control and the power of organization within this social 

network. Twitter notified the account holders of the subpoenas, and account holders 
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posted the subpoenas online for all to see.48 Two websites help decipher the confusion of 

all the hashtags by aggregating Occupy information onto one webpage to allow you to 

browse the top stories about the movement. OccupyLive.org and her sister site, 

99percentnews.net, aggregate the contents of hashtags and other trending tweets and 

display the stories they point to so the reader can peruse headlines rather than sort 

through the texts of many tags.  The Occupationalist.org provides aggregate data from 

many types of sites: raw Twitter feeds from occupations in many cities, webpages (we 

are the 99 percent), photos from Picasa, videos from YouTube, headlines from 

occupywallst.org.  

Due to the major role media play in the movement, media working groups are 

typically one of the first working groups established by new Occupy camps and groups. 

As with all social movements, the relationship with mass, corporate media is a love-hate 

struggle. The movement needs the free exposure mainstream media provides to attract 

recruits and influence public opinion. Naturally, the larger the movement the more 

respect they will receive from politicians and the voters they seek to influence. At the 

same time they fear and mistrust the corporate media. Media working groups are liable to 

reflect this love-hate relationship by being divided into one or more factions.  

One faction within the OWS Media Working Group (MWG) see their role as the 

more typical Press Relations (PR) efforts trying to attract as much media attention as 

possible and manipulate them to your frame or viewpoint as best you can49, while another 

faction is focused on making their own images of the movement and providing their own 

story and viewpoint to the public directly via the digital media their membership create. 

                                                
48 John Paul Titlow, Read Write Web. “New York City Subpoenas Twitter for Occupy Wall Street Protester 
Data.” March 12, 2012. 
49 For example, follow the discussion in the Media Group discussion forum – Straight Shooting-
Conventional Style. (http://www.nycga.net/groups/media/forum/topic/straight-shooting-conventional-
style/) Also confirmed in personal conversations with Media Group activists at Occupy Austin. 
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These same divisions of labor were evident in the Working Group for OccupyAustin also. 

The two factions often meet when commercial media need images from the sousveillant 

live streamers and photographers who capture the images they want to use. In that case, 

the individuals who captured the images can try to sell them just like any independent 

journalist50 while the PR types would try to find images for the media to use.  This is an 

example of the autonomous individual’s ability to maintain creative control of their work 

yet function well within this networked society.  

 

       
         Power is scarce in Zuccotti Media Center.                          Images and Digital records are not.  
            

             
Independent Video Streamer                                          Screen capture from the film: 
     from Occupy Austin                                       Rise like Lions: an early protest in Cleveland 

Fig. 16. Occupy Media Images 

‘Power is scarce’ image taken from the independent feature film, “Rise like Lions.”   
Bottom left: Unidentified streamer in Austin TX.  
Upper Right: Media center at Zuccotti. Photo by Alysia Santo, The News Frontier.   

                                                
50 See interview with OakFoSho on YouTube at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uGo94DKqkLU  
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For OWS, the Media Working Group (www.nycga.net/groups/media/) has been 

vital to the organization from the earliest days and is one of the largest working groups 

(with 482 members on April 2, 2012). They maintain a YouTube channel called Occupy 

TVNY where they post edited videos that the group has “collaborated on creating” 

(http://www.occupytvny.org). They work closely with Global Revolution channel 

(www.GlobalRevolution.tv) who appear to be their main link with LSV. Apparently, the 

media group relies exclusively on Global Revolution to maintain connection to the live 

video streaming presence on the web which is understandable since the founder of Global 

Revolution was an Occupy supporter long before Sept. 17.  

GLOBALREVOLUTION.TV AND OCCUPYSTREAMS.ORG 

Global Revolution has made great contributions to both the OWS protest and the 

subsequent movement. Sean Captain at WIRED reports that Global Revolution began 

with a single roving camcorder, laptop and 4G wireless card on September 17th.51 This 

website aggregates streaming video from “independent journalists on the ground at 

nonviolent protests around the world.”52 As a global hub, they watch many feeds and 

bring the most active, live feed to their audience. They often “crossfeed”53 (or use split 

screens) to show actions in more than one LSV location at a time. “It’s really important 

that it’s decentralized so people can tell their own stories,” said Spike to WIRED 

journalist Sean Captain, “We get to report these stories before any mainstream media do. 

We break the news and they pick it up.” They focus on live streaming, but many times 

they pick up pre-recorded streams from the various Occupy sites, as well as stream their 

                                                
51 Sean Captain, WIRED. “Inside Occupy Wall Street’s (Kinda) Secret Media HQ.”  November 16, 2011. 
http://www.wired.com/threatlevel/2011/11/inside-ows-media-hq/?pid=195  
52 Their self-description on the website: www.globalrevolution.tv.  
53 This term was used by Charlie from OccupyTrenton during an interview. I clarified with him that he 
means the display of more than one video feed in a single screen – “split screen” as it is called in the 
industry. 
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own roll-ins when there is little direct action. I never saw them streaming meetings, only 

direct action and prerecorded video. 

Theft of equipment and money is a problem for the media group. Global 

Revolution sent a laptop, 4G hotspot, and webcam to Occupy New Orleans that was 

stolen by the tech guy for their media group. He also took the money from the electronic 

account set up for the New Orleans encampment. “That happens daily,” says Flux. The 

movement regularly loses computers and other equipment during police raids as well.  

Technically, Global Revolution works on a slim hacker’s budget: Dell computers 

from eBay for $400 after improving them with new processors, RAM, batteries and hard 

drives, a mobile 4G hotspot, and some software. They capture and rebroadcast video 

using the free Podcaster app and the commercial Wirecast software, which allows them to 

stream multiple channels and split the frame. Wirecast costs around $450. Global 

Revolution also provides technical support in the form of phone help and by video in a 

pay-it-forward gesture to the Puerto del Sol occupiers in Madrid who established the first 

occupation live stream long before the U.S. movement began. 

Founder Vlad Teichberg began live streaming from those protests in Madrid in 

May of 2011.54 He was a math prodigy and former securities trader who specialized in 

derivatives and other risk avoidance synthetic Credit Default swaps for Deutschbank. He 

relates how he tried to reform the system from within beginning in 2001 when he 

understood how thoroughly corrupt the system was. Now he leads the heart of the 

Occupy movement streaming video scene.55 “We will cover what the mainstream media 

                                                
54 Sean Captain, WIRED. “Inside Occupy Wall Street’s (Kinda) Secret Media HQ.”  November 16, 2011. 
See it: http://www.wired.com/threatlevel/2011/11/inside-ows-media-hq/?pid=195 
55 Andrew Marantz, The New York Magazine. “2012=1968?” Oct. 4, 2011. 
http://nymag.com/news/politics/occupy-wall-street-2011-12/index1.html 
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will not cover and then propagate it using social media,”56 he told the New York Times. 

Marantz writes, “For the first few weeks of the protest, Global Revolution operated under 

a tarp at Zuccotti Park, using wireless [4G] hot spots. Two weeks ago, the group, 

frustrated with the amount of equipment they were losing to theft and rain, moved to 

NoHo.”  They moved indoors; first on Bleecker St into space they shared with other 

resistance groups (see photo below), then into Brooklyn and their own loft. On January 3, 

2012 at about 1:45pm, NYPD raided the Brooklyn headquarters of Global Revolution 

and closed the door. They returned the next day and arrested six volunteers (including the 

Teichberg), and locked them out of their studio/loft. One of the arrested volunteers 

arrested managed to use LSV from inside the police van in the confusion. Police claim to 

have delivered a notice to vacate on Monday night.  

                    

Fig. 17. Three Global Revolution Video Jocks at HQ1 

From left to right, Spike, 26, FluxRostrum 48, Lorenzo Serna, 31 – in their first indoor LVS HQ 
November, 2011.  Lorenzo had no video experience before he met the other two.  
Photo Bryan Derballa/Wired.com. 

                                                
56 Jennifer Preston, New York Times. “Occupy Video Showcases Live Streaming.” Dec. 11, 2011. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/12/business/media/occupy-movement-shows-potential-of-live-online-
video.html?_r=1  
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From the beginning, LSV has played a major role for both recruitment and self-

representation within this movement, and Occupy Streams has been the epicenter of 

collected links to these streams. On April 2, 2012, there were 285 live streaming video 

sites listed on occupystreams.org (linked directly from occupywallst.org). According to 

their brief About statement on the website, “OccupyStreams exists to provide you with an 

up-to-date list of live video feeds/live streams from Occupy Wall Street occupations and 

#globalchange protests around the world.”  No one can say how many live streams are 

running at any given moment because anyone “with a cellphone can LiveStream.”57 

Other lists of live streaming collections exist but proved to be unreliable during the 

period covered in this study.58 

OccupyStreams does not distinguish between originating sites and hosts links to 

all four main providers: Livestream.com, Ustream.tv, bambuster.com, and Justintv.com. 

Even so, Livestream seems to be Occupy’s LSV producers’ favorite provider. The New 

York Times reported that Dan Piech, product manager for video and social media at 

comscore, a measuring and analytics firm, confirmed that Livestream’s viewing minutes 

were 270 million minutes in July 2011 and rose to 411 million minutes in October.59  

To compete, the same article reports that Ustream gave two of the most popular 

LSV producers equipment to help them improve their videos: Tim Cast in NY and 

OakFoSho in Oakland. Tim Cast in New York’s work figures prominently in these texts 

and analysis in the next section. 

 
                                                
57 According to Flux in the WIRED interview. This is an exaggeration. You need a video camera, data 
connection, and preferably large batteries and a big data package from your cell phone provider to actually 
stream video with any effectiveness. Still, it is the impression of many people that the technology is 
ubiquitous, and this is a telling oversight. 
58 Their names are very similar to occupystreams: occupystream.com, occupylivestreams.org.   
59 Jennifer Preston, New York Times. “Occupy Movement Shows Potential of Live Online Video” Dec. 11, 
2011. http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/12/business/media/occupy-movement-shows-potential-of-live-
online-video.html?_r=1&ref=technology  
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III. CONTENT MATTERS – LIVE STREAMING MICRO-MEDIA @ 
OCCUPY 

Crisis creates opportunities for social change. In the previous section, I explored 

the social, political, and economic contexts surrounding the formation of the Occupy 

movement in order to understand its milieu, organization and goals. Most of the 

encampments in the US were closed in late October and November; so how can Occupy 

claim to “occupy” Wall Street now? My research questions seek to learn how live stream 

video (LSV) represents the movement after its first winter and at the onset of 2012, an 

important election year in the US, without encampments. What does the work of these 

videographers and the scenes they select to show tell us about the state of this young, 

multi-modal, 21st century movement for social justice? In section three, I present the 

specifics of how the study was conducted, analyze the content of the recorded texts in 

relation to the stated goals of the movement, and discuss findings from the texts 

supported by the theories of affective, mediated co-presence, networked autonomy, and 

the offensive and defensive ambivalent face.  

The Study 

This case study investigates purposive texts from 26 hours of live and 15+ hours 

of archived video webcasts from several Occupy live streaming websites.60 Video 

streams were selected from the list of live streams on the OccupyStreams and Ustreams’ 

Occupy Supersite websites. OccupyStreams.org is my primary source because it is linked 

from the main OWS news site, occupywallst.org. However, many well known Occupy 

LSV videographers have individual sites on Ustream; so I follow the signal wherever it is 

strongest, which is an activity every LSV videographer knows well. Often on the 

                                                
60 For more detail, see Appendix D. Primary Data Collection: Recorded Streams Summary. 
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recordings you will see the images from the videographer’s point of view as she or he 

follow the invisible wireless signal strength connections like prospectors through the 

towns and cities where they work. LSV source sites in this study include New York, NY; 

Los Angeles, CA; Riverside, CA; Portland, OR; Trenton, NJ; Phoenix, AZ; Seattle, WA; 

London, UK; Madrid, ES; Austin, TX; and Rochester, NY.   

 

                    
This is the banner on the home page for occupywallst.org, the news site for OWS. Notice the LiveStream 
link is prominent and leads the reader to OccupyStreams.org home page seen below. 
 

            

This is the home page for the occupystreams.org website. Any Occupy encampment or LSV producer can 
apply to be on this list. The red dots indicate a live stream is in progress. Notice the Occupy Long Beach 
steam is coming from Ustream. The number of viewers is seen beside the persons icon. Some people are 
watching streams that contain prerecorded material (as with major media channels).  

Fig. 18. The Link between Occupy Wall Street News and Occupy Streams. 
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For this study, live video feeds were collected on February 28, 29, March 2, 2012.  

I recorded the streams of up to four computers (often synchronous, sometimes not) to 

capture live streams using a 20Mbps connection through a cable modem. It is impossible 

to identify connection problems definitively as there are so many points of connection: 

the videographer’s video feed, the aggregator’s video feed, and the recordist’s video feed 

can all experience problems. Connection uncertainty and the constant search for the 

strongest signal play a large role in the LSV culture. 

The recordings contain video of crowds, individuals, small groups, large marches, 

small meetings in a tent, thoughtful conversations and rowdy young boys more interested 

in skateboards than politics. They show protesters of all ages and many ethnicities. Here 

are summaries of the types of actions recorded on each day of my study (See also 

Appendix D for summary information in table format): 

 

Tuesday February 28: Don’t Suppress OWS  7:00 – 10:00 pm CST 

Video was gathered from four live feeds from 7:00 to 10:00 pm (CST- Central 

Standard Time). The four live feed sources were Occupy Wall Street: Global 

Revolution, Occupy Oakland, Occupy Wall Street – TimCast, and Occupello. As 

it turned out, both Global Revolution and the Oakland site were rebroadcasting 

from the other two LSV producers: TimCast and Occupello. The attention was 

focused on NYC because there was a march in progress. The theme of the march 

was “Don’t Suppress OWS.”  Harvard professor Cornel West and actress Susan 

Sarandon were among several speakers in Union Square at the pre-march rally. 

About 200 protesters gathered in Union Square and marched south to an empty 

Zuccotti Park, where the occupation had been summarily closed at 1:00 am on 

November 15, 2012 by NYPD. It was cold the night of this march in NYC; people 
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snuggled in their jackets and rushed to finish the march. It was interesting to be 

able to compare the videography and styles of two different LSV producers at the 

same event – often overlapping audio tracks helped to sync them up precisely. 

This provided an excellent insight into the relationship within the LSV producer’s 

community, and a way to understand many of the obstacles mobile video 

streaming encounters in direct action situations. 

Wednesday, February 29: #F29 – Shut Down the Corporations & ALEC   

10:00 am – 6:00 pm CST 

The study was originally centered on this day due to the direct actions expected 

for the “Shut Down the Corporations & American Legislative Exchange Council 

(ALEC)” rallies and events planned across the country. This idea originated with 

the Occupy Portland group but was quickly adopted and adapted across the 

network. My recordings of live streams captured video from a cross section of the 

action that day. In New York City protesters marched to protest outside the 

offices of Pfiser and Monsanto; then they visited three Midtown bank branches 

and posted foreclosure notices on their doors. After these symbolic closings, the 

small crowd marched back to Bryant Park for a snack or lunch then a teach-in on 

Bank of America’s practices. OccupyPittsburgh did a direct action in their city’s 

Mass Transit committee meeting. In Riverside, CA. protesters blocked deliveries 

to a Wal-Mart warehouse where a large force of fairly aggressive county sheriffs 

and police herded the protesters systematically away from their target. Marchers 

in Nashville protested outside their City Hall.  In Phoenix, a group protested at the 

statehouse about legislation that would restrict workers’ ability to collectively 

bargain. Each Occupy site adapted the broad theme of the day – Shut down 

Corporations ALEC – to their constituent domains.  These live stream samples 
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provide clear evidence of networked autonomy in action within the ambivalent 

face of the Occupy movement. 

  It was a hectic day for the recordist. There is a three-hour time delay 

between New York and Portland, Oregon.  I set out to record several consecutive 

hours of live feeds from all four computers, but this proved impractical and not 

useful due to duplicate and re-webcast of feeds. Thus the recordist left one 

recording running consecutively and switched it once, but switched the other 

recordings around the country to places where the action was occurring or to the 

aggregator site, Global Revolution. 

  In the longest consecutive recording, I recorded seven hours (11:00 am to 

6:00 pm CST). This recording begins with the GlobalRevolution feed embedded 

into the news story on occupywallst.org page. The news story updated throughout 

the day as the multiple events unfolded.61 Appendix F. contains the final story 

listing all the activities they documented around the world on F29, as this event is 

known. Due to audio problems, I eventually switched to the independent feeds on 

other computers for better picture and audio.  

  The focus event of the day was the OccupyPortland rally and march that 

lasted approximately 2.5 hours including the opening rally.  Approximately 1000 

people marched across town to several American Legislative Executive Council 

(ALEC) member businesses. In Portland, I recorded the OccupyPortland feed, 

which used split screen often but focused on the feed from LSV videographer 

Brazen Beauty.  From her dialog on the recording, I learned she is a single mother 

juggling her daughter’s schedule and her own activism. It was cold and the 

marchers were moving fast so Brazen Beauty had quite a job keeping up. Also, 

                                                
61 See the complete list of #F29 events at: www.occupywallst.org/article/live-f29-actions-across-world.  
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she was excited and happy.  In two days, I heard marchers on two coasts talking 

about the need to shape up physically for the Occupy activities planned for Spring 

2012. This recording provided a great view into the experience of a novice LSV 

activist in action. 

                                       

         

          Fig 19. “We are Watching” Umbrellas at OccupyPortland march. 

  From 11:00 am to 2:00 pm on the second computer, I recorded Global 

Revolution who were web-casting from London Stock Exchange62 and Spain 

originally – strangely not showing the NY rally or march, which was well covered 

by TimCast on his own feed. Around hour 02:12 they switched to show 2 feeds 

from the Riverside Wal-Mart action when the riot police forced the protesters to 

                                                
62 The London Stock Exchange encampment at St. Paul’s Cathedral had been shut down by police the night 
before at 1:00 am GMT. 
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leave. Audio quality on Global Revolution that day was poor as the audio from 

their multiple screens bled from one source over another. Their video quality that 

day also left a lot to be desired. They crammed seven feeds into a single frame. 

See a picture in Fig. 21. 

  In the third recording, from 9:00 am – 12:00 pm, I recorded the Tim Cast 

live-stream from New York City via Ustream.  There several hundred people 

marched in the rain to a series of banks including Bank of America, Chase, and 

Wells Fargo where they blocked the doorways to prevent customers from entering 

or leaving for approximately 15 minutes each, posted Foreclosure Notices on the 

bank doors, and marched on to the next bank. From Noon to 12:45 pm, I switched 

this third machine to Phoenix where a group was marching at the Arizona state 

house to protest ALEC written legislation unfriendly to union workers. As these 

marchers disbanded to return to work, I turned back to TimCast at Bryant Park in 

NYC for the Matt Taibbi Teach-In about Bank of America (Fig. 20). Matt Taibbi, 

an investigative reporter from Rolling Stone, had just published a book based on 

his research into BoA. It was raining heavily most of the morning in NYC, and 

both Tim and his equipment got very wet during this Teach In. 

 

  

Fig. 20. Matt Taibbi –Teach-In, NYC Fig. 21. GlobalRevolution Screen #F29 11:00AM 
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Fig. 22. Woman with Walker 
Challenges Police in Portland 

Fig. 23. OccupySeattle Re-Webcasting  
OccupyPortland Feed Live 

 

Friday, March 2: No national actions planned   4:00 pm – 8:30 pm 

On Friday late afternoon and evening, I recorded the live feed from two locations: 

GlobalRevolution and OccupyAustin that switched later to OccupyRochester.  

Global-Revolution was webcasting prerecorded videos sympathetic to a wide 

range of causes including: Anonymous, Pranksters and Clowns at OWS, Citizen 

Journalist and LSV videographer tutorials, a Palestinian documentary, Creative 

Commons infomercial, and humorous scenes edited from the 

OccupyNewHampshire Primaries direct actions.  

Occupy Austin was marching in sympathy with a march planned by local 

teachers, parents, union members and others to the Texas Board of Education 

building to protest their policies of excessive standardized testing and privatizing 
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Texas elementary schools (another ALEC social engineering goal).63 When that 

action was over I switched to Occupy Rochester where a GA meeting was being 

streamed. The main topic in this meeting was whether to surrender their 

occupation site under a recent threat from the mayor who notified them they had 

to leave by a certain date. This proved to be a surprisingly poignant glimpse into 

the local character of a mid-sized American town’s viewpoint toward their 

encampment and methods of alternative resistance.  

Additional Research 

On March 7, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm I logged and watched four hours of roll-in 

from Occupy Portland. This consisted exclusively of prerecorded programming selected 

by their local live stream team. By using their Livestream account to stream pre-recorded 

video in addition to their own video, they create a “webcasting channel” analogous in 

many ways to any television channel. In many instances, the titles crawling along the 

bottom of the screen are the only locally produced portion of the webcast. Many channels 

use hours of pre-edited, pre-produced video, and they usually have a few viewers.64 

While it isn’t the first phenomenon I was investigating, it proved illuminating as to what 

other topics were important to the Occupy scene in different cities and towns.  

Other research data includes reviewing archived live video feeds of some of the 

most significant live events from the history of the movement including camp closings in 

Oakland, CA.; Austin, TX.; and Zuccotti Park in NYC. These additional videos help to 

                                                
63 “ALEC Report Card on American Education” reports on the gains made in states 
where private schools have been funded to replace public K-12 schools. “The Report 
Card details what education policies states currently have in place and provides a 
roadmap for legislators to follow to bring about educational excellence in their state,” 
according to their website. Document available from: 
http://www.alec.org/publications/report-card-on-american-education/  
64 This study did not interview chat room participants, but that would be a logical next step.  



 64 

observe the videographers’ technique, content choices, and usability in terms of 

sousveillant source footage. I also found videographer interviews on YouTube, 

Democracy Now!, Reuters, and published in Wired, very useful to gain more insight into 

the character and motivations of several of the videographers.  

I conducted two interviews with Charlie Hardy using OccupyTrenton’s LSV (Fig. 

28) site.65 OccupyTrenton has set up an Information table with a stationary LSV camera 

in their laptop computer across the street from the New Jersey State Capital. They had set 

up and manned that table every day since October 6, 2011.  I conducted these interviews 

using the chat screen provided in the Livestream interface (see JJetson in Fig. 29 and 30); 

Charlie answered by voice. It was a good opportunity for me to explore how well the 

interaction worked between the person keyboarding their side of the conversation and the 

one responding vocally. Charlie identifies himself as an “occupier” in the military sense 

of the word. He had used SKYPE66 before joining the movement but did not previously 

(nor does he now) produce roaming LSV in the sense that other videographers in this 

study do. The live site in Trenton appears to be maintained by a dedicated group of men 

of many ages and races. They set up and take down a table every day. Charlie explained 

they webcast their GA meetings also, but I never saw one. They use a laptop that belongs 

to the occupation. OccupyTrenton provides another aspect of LSV usage within the 

movement and a great example of glocal uses activists find for LSV.  I selected Charlie to 

be interviewed to provide an insight into this most passive use of LSV.  I took advantage 

of his long periods of inaction to query him about his attitude toward his role as a video 

activist. 

                                                
65 IRB Protocol Number: 2012-01-059 from the Office of Research Support at the University of Texas at 
Austin. 
66 Skype is a software program that enables live audio/video to be sent and received via the Internet since 
The company was founded in August 2003.  
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Charlie has a network of friends and associates he has met through live-streaming. 

While I observed, people from Europe, California, and Texas regularly checked in to see 

how Charlie and his peers were doing. Mouse met Charlie through the OccupyTrenton 

live stream and moved from OccupyHouston to OccupyTrenton as a result of their 

friendship. During my observation, this channel provided more camaraderie than hard 

news, but this type of informal conversation time unites networks of friends as well as 

activists. Perhaps these are just the type of ties needed to get the Occupy movement 

through the winter of 2012. 

This type of use of the LSV agrees with Dougherty’s (2010) thesis work. She 

studied random sampled, live video feeds from 1000 media events she found on the web-

cast hosting site Qik. She found 10 percent of those media streams were related to civic 

topics. She then surveyed those 10 percent of the video makers. The civic media makers 

she surveyed were activists who had found the video streaming capability handy in their 

work for various local charities and churches. They were using the video to document 

meetings and social events like fundraisers. Most of these people used video to augment 

other activist work, just like Charlie and his friends. They see it as an effective method to 

get the word out and to build solidarity.   

Finally, I monitored the total number of live streaming sites supported by the 

OccupyStreams.com website at random times of day between noon and midnight on 

February 28, 29, March 1, 2, 4 & 15, 2012 to see how much activity was happening in 

these winter months. This provides an informal measure of the general amount of 

streaming activity (represented by the red dots in Fig. 18 on the Occupy Sites web page) 

at different times of day.  
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In person, I visited the OccupyAustin site three times on January 3, 7, and 9th, 

2012. On January 7th, I conducted interviews for the OccupyResearch effort.67 On 

January 3, the purpose of my visit was to observe the culture for an afternoon and attend 

a GA meeting. I wanted to experience the human microphone (mic) in person and 

observe this horizontal organizational structure in action. On my third visit, I participated 

in a training session on the use of Twitter within the movement on Jan. 9th.  I produced a 

video of the training for them and gave it to the trainer to post online for other Occupy 

sites to use. These visits provided an orientation into what it is like in an urban 

encampment. I use a few examples of the scene I witnessed there, but make no claims to 

represent any ethnographic study beyond this preliminary observation stage.  

I analyzed these videos, interviews and site visits to see how the movement has 

transitioned during the winter of 2011-12 (which was generally very mild in the US) and 

to see how the live actions captured in my sample reflect the stated principles and goals 

of the movement.  I discovered that LSV does provide a mediated co-presence as 

described throughout this paper. Also, I learned more about the LSV sub-culture and the 

way their videos represent the autonomous individuals and their networked sub-culture 

within the movement – another facet of the fascinating ambivalent face of Occupy. 
  

                                                
67 OccupyResearch is a group of students and academics that have joined forces to research the Occupy 
movement and share data. Their flyer reads: “It is important for the 99% to do our own research, because 
otherwise research becomes something that is driven by the questions of the 1% .” Learn more about it: 
Http://occupyresearch.net . 
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Analytical Overview  

 

Fig. 24. A Chat Entry Posted During the a Live Video Stream on Feb. 28  
(2_28-UnionSq - 1:38:00) 

 

“YOU ARE NOT ALONE” – INDIVIDUAL VOICES WITHIN THE COOPERATIVE EFFORT 

On the OccupyStreams link page, you can easily find archives of live webcasts 

from each of the 298 sites (Fig. 18.) Most of these live streams were established in the 

first two months of the movement and many have since gone quiet. Luckily for scholars, 

archives of their live webcasts are stored by the stream provider (for now at least.) What 

is striking and remarkable about the experience of watching hours of these live, unedited 

videos of interviews with the protesters is how much history these earliest videos have 

captured. Micro-history is captured through a very personal, micro-media lens.  

So much social movement effort and emphasis are devoted to accumulation of 

numbers of participants that it is easy for participants to become “just another body or 

number” to a large social movement organization. Of course, it requires large numbers of 

voters or protesters to get the authorities’ attention and to help attract more supporters. 

However, every crowd is composed of many autonomous individuals motivated one at a 

time to action.  LSV has shown it can capture large, important events replayed on 

YouTube or rebroadcast by major media (Captain, 2011): arrests on the streets of 

Oakland, large marches, tear gas lobbies, and encampment closings. LSV is clearly a 

legitimate, sousveillant tactical tool. However, the surprise from this study reveals how 

LSV on a cell phone is also suitable to help build the movement with using smaller, more 

personal communications between individuals who then network into the global 

movement. Too often, classic social movements have been organized and publicized at 
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the expense of personal identity with no appreciation of the power within the personal 

autonomy of the individuals that who make up that crowd. LSV at Occupy has been able 

to capture individual contributions at the same time it captures sousveillant images. The 

media within LSV provide the best, most realistic representation of the movement from 

the point-of-view of the individuals who make up the crowds. In this alternative role as 

the individuals’ mediated presence, this tool also facilitates a self-reflexive, affective type 

of communication for both the individuals and the movement as a whole. Examples from 

this study illustrate the personal nature of involvement using cell phone cameras: 

OccupyBuffalo on Ustream (archive footage from Oct. 9, 2011-00:44)68 -“We are 
here in solidarity with Occupy Wall Street. Everybody around the world really. In 
Egypt and Spain even. Everybody. (Buddy off camera: “Yeah Spain. 
Everybody!”) And whether we live up to our lofty ideals, we are here. We are 
here – with you – even in Buffalo, New York. Can you believe it?”  

OccupyBoston on Ustream (archive footage from Dec. 10, 2011 – 15:38) Man in 
a mask: “I’m an unemployed construction worker. I was volunteering at the 
World Trade Center the week after the towers came down. I can’t get help with 
health care problems from that. I don’t know what else to do. They’ve left me no 
other choice than to try something new.”   

OccupyPortland (F29: 4:30:23) “This stuff was too embarrassing. It was horrible 
to be in debt for school so far I thought I could never get out. I felt alone and 
ashamed of my failure. It is a relief to be part of this movement to represent 
myself and be out with these types of insecurities.”  

OccupyPhoenix (F29 – 21:16) “I was scared to let anyone know about losing my 
house. At my jobs. The kids and I slept in the car as long as we could. Now they 
are living with my Mom, and I’m down here in the evening after working 2 jobs a 
day. Something has got to change.”   

The collection of people’s spontaneous thoughts, images, and stories captured in 

this medium reflects their attitude toward the technology. All the persons caught in these 

videos perceive the cell phone cameras as non-threatening. People’s comfort level 

speaking their mind to the tiny black-button eyes of mobile phone or laptop cameras is 

                                                
68 See it www.ustream.tv/channel/occupybuffalo.  Boston clip: www.ustream.tv/channel/occupy_boston  
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obvious. It’s much less intimidating than other types of cameras. You can see their 

comfort and feel their relaxed attitudes all through the interviews. They talk easily about 

themselves and the subjects of the protests. This relaxed attitude to communication with 

strangers enhances the viewer’s illusion that they are in the scene together and 

strengthens the affective nature of this mode of communication. The videographer-to-

other protester dialog was consistently friendly in these samples.  

LSV AND  THE GOALS OF THE MOVEMENT  
Information about the goals of the movement is pivotal to public opinion. As 

mentioned earlier, a recent Reuters/Ipsos poll from January of 2012, reports that:  

More than half of those surveyed were unsure how they felt about the movement -
- which prides itself on being leaderless -- while a third sympathized with the 
protesters and 13 percent had an unfavorable view.  Yet when told more about the 
general objectives of Occupy, sympathy for the group rose to 53 percent from 33 
percent.69 

It is important to analyze how the moving images and words within these videos 

create meaning for the movement and define it in their viewers’ minds. Do they refute or 

support the criticisms of their detractors? Do they refute or support the stated principles 

of the movement? 

Critics are correct that this movement has produced no specifically recommended 

legislation but that does not mean it has no goals.  Rather their goals are of a different 

sort.  The goal of this movement is to raise awareness of the problem of “the blatant 

injustices of our times perpetuated by the economic and political elites.”70 This still 

covers a wealth of topics: fair wages, environmental degradation and responsibility, 

sustainable, healthy food supplies, tax code reform, judicial fairness, and much more. 

                                                
69 Laird Harrison in San Francisco with Lily Kuo in Washington DC. Reuters. “Occupy targets banks, 
corporate spending.” Jan. 20, 2012. http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/01/20/us-usa-protests-occupy-
idUSTRE80J14A20120120  
70 From Appendix B. Principles of Solidarity. 
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Legislation will be vital, but these are also social changes that legislation alone will not 

redress. This daunting task requires more than a simple majority to accomplish. It will 

require a national consensus.  

The network of autonomous cities, people and groups that make up Occupy 

model the type of society they seek to build. Through the use of solidarity and 

cooperation they are building a leaderless, nationwide organization, by non-violent 

methods.  In the video streams I studied, these goals are evident.  

Solidarity 

Nationally, Occupy tends to mobilize by setting themes and dates, and then 

allowing each Occupy site to express the theme in their own way.  LSV on February 29 

(F29) turned out to be a great example of how this rhyzomatic network functions while 

maintaining the ambivalence the movement critics distain.  The theme of this action, Shut 

Down the Corporations and ALEC, was unanimously adopted by the OccupyPortland GA 

on New Year’s Day. They spread the word via the Internet and set the date.  On Feb. 29, 

many different types of events took place, autonomously, in many cities. Several ALEC 

member corporations were targeted: Blue-Cross/Blue-Shield health insurance and Wells 

Fargo banking in Portland, the British Petroleum trial in New Orleans, Monsanto’s lobby 

headquarters in Washington DC, AT&T in Kansas City, Bank of America in Charlotte, 

Pfizer world headquarters in Connecticut.  Across the country in the middle of winter 

(cold and wet in Portland and NYC, dry and sunny in the south) and without mass media, 

this leaderless movement acted in unison and solidarity. These are only a few examples 

of the events; for a full list, see Appendix F.  

Thanks to the independent LSV videographers, this recording sample captured 

images that reveal evidence of this national unity in detail: the Portland action from 

beginning to end, a nurses’ solidarity strike meeting in Long Beach, CA, a direct action in 
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the Pittsburg Transit Committee meeting, a Wal-Mart warehouse lock down in Riverside, 

CA, marches against Pfizer and Wells Fargo offices in NYC, a march against the state 

government legislatures in Phoenix, AZ and Nashville, TN. Clearly, the live streaming 

video network shows that for Occupy, autonomy and solidarity function well together. 

Another example of solidarity occurred in this sample on Friday.  LSV recordings 

captured a small group of protesters at the Texas State capital building. OccupyAustin-

UT in solidarity with union members, teachers, student teachers, parents, students, and 

other community members marched to the Texas Dept. of Education building. These 

people were protesting the excessive emphasis placed on standardized tests and the new 

move toward privatizing public schools under the conservative leadership of Gov. Rick 

Perry with the help of crafted legislation from ALEC.  Occupy was only one component 

of this group, but their presence and their webcasting skills helped the group to spread 

their message.  

Autonomy / Leaderlessness  

Leaderless implies to some people that there is no direction or director. Perhaps 

the term horizontal has fewer connotations, yet the concepts refer to the same 

organizational structure. Almost everyone I talked to (outside the movement) is very 

skeptical about this issue. It is a difficult concept for Americans to grasp, but 

psychological and educational research into cooperative and consensus building in groups 

concur that it is possible and healthy if the group learns to value balance, personal 

accountability and group accountability (Johnson & Johnson, 2000).  Facilitation 

becomes an important and valued skill in consensus-based organizations.  

Facilitation is vital to this movement. Facilitator training is one of the most 

popular and frequent classes across all the Occupy groups. This organization places a 

strong emphasis on this skill set. Facilitator burnout is a constant concern. As I overheard 
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a facilitator at an Austin GA say, “Once you’ve done a few, you see how hard it is, you 

don’t really want to keep doing it.” So while some might perceive the facilitator as a 

leader, it is more accurate to compare to a moderator. The facilitator’s role is to work 

with a group to enforce the rules, to bring the group to consensus if possible, and to 

accomplish discussion of all the items in the “stack.”  The stack is a first-come-first-serve 

list of speakers or agenda.  There are many examples of facilitation as an organizing 

principle in my sample data. 

In the LSV of the GA meeting in Rochester NY captured in these recordings, the 

facilitator was a quiet, serious young man who hung back in the discussions and 

contributed when a point of order was called for. He kept a genial manner and seemed 

respected – at least the process was respected and therefore it seems he was too. This 

group in Rochester included at least two attorneys, some college aged people, a young 

mother, and several older, retired men and women. They were discussing closing the 

camp, which was an emotional topic to some, especially the ones who lived there. The 

facilitator was not required to do much since this group had long been inculcated to the 

procedures. His duties mainly consisted of helping the “stack”71 be sure to call on the 

speakers in order, to ensure each speaker received the respectful hearing they deserved, 

and try to keep the speakers to their agreed time limit.  

Another example of leaderless direction occurs in my sample as Direct Action 

working groups or other designated march facilitators lead and direct the rally and 

marchers. In Portland Oregon, members of the Direct Action working group carry large 

red arrows on tall poles to give marchers directions. They are physically leading the 

march, but few would say they are “leaders.” For simple or routine marches, there is little 

                                                
71  The noun “stack” is used to indicate the list of speakers who signed up to speak as well as the person 
who is maintaining the sign-up sheet. In the culture of Occupy, each meeting has at least a team of two 
people running the meeting: the facilitator and a stack. 
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need for facilitators other than to indicate the path of the march and try to keep the 

marchers together.  Cell phones and digital communications tools (including LSV) help 

people facilitate themselves in many ways.  

In New York on the night of Feb 28, the police forced the marchers to change 

their route for no apparent reason. March facilitators smoothly led the marchers to follow 

the new route and no congestion or tensions arose. In Portland, the police also tried to 

influence the route at one point and congestion developed. Surprisingly, the Portland 

police brought up their mounted troops who then forced their horses into the crowd. The 

only effect this had was to frighten protesters (including the LSV videographer Brazen 

Beauty) and the horses. It was very disruptive.  The crowd eventually organized itself and 

made space for the horses to turn around so they could leave.  

Like all journalists, most of the LSV streamers in these recordings hustled to stay 

in front of the crowds, so the facilitators were often visible and present. In the meetings, 

the facilitators conducted themselves more as moderators (in the rallies more as MCs, 

introducing speakers, etc.) and so they were visible as such, but never in a lecturing or 

opinionated manner. The facilitator is definitely not a leader in the sense they do not  

attempt to sway opinion only to monitor it and keep everyone aware of where the 

different parties to the disagreement are in relation to consensus. This works because 

many others at the meeting or rally know the rules and also enforce them. When 

consensus management works as it does in my video sample set for both a large march as 

in Portland or a tiny group as in Rochester, it provides an excellent example of what the 

psychological and educational researchers in the field of cooperative learning call 

“positive interdependence.” (Johnson & Johnson 1999, 20005, 2009; Deutsch 1949). 
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Non-Violence 

The tactic of non-violence is at the heart of the Occupy movement as it was in 

Tunisia, Iran, Spain, and Egypt.  There are both philosophical and practical reasons to use 

this tactic. Philosophically, too many social movements have replaced one form of 

repression with another. When you allow yourself to sink to the level of the oppressors, 

you become one of them, and an avenue of escalating greed for power and money 

becomes an acceptable possibility. We have seen this time and again within political 

revolutions around the world, union leadership, and political parties.  

Practical reasons were also used to dissuade these 21st century resistors from 

taking up arms. Egyptian and Spanish youth had been studying American political writer 

Gene Sharp, “By placing confidence in violent means, one has chosen the very type of 

struggle with which the oppressors nearly always have superiority. The dictators are 

equipped to apply violence overwhelmingly.” (Emphasis in original. 2010:4)  

There were no violent scenes captured during this study, but there were times 

when police threatened the marchers. There was one arrest in Portland and one in NY at 

Bryant Park – both on F29. None of the videographers in this study had captured the 

arrests on camera. You do hear the crowds in both videos chanting the bailout hot line 

phone number to help those arrested know who to call – just as they had been taught to 

do at the opening rally. It was an impressive, cohesive, and calm response.   

The LSV network quickly sprang into action in Portland.  The arrestee was 

quickly identified as Antonio, someone well known to the videographer and Occupy 

community. Within three minutes of hearing of the arrest via live stream, the local person 

switching the live streams (there were several streamers that day) had a crawl up 

announcing the arrest of “Antonio.” It was the leaderless network responding efficiently 

and effectively. Global Revolution, in New York, picked up the news within five minutes 

and switched to the Portland feed to re-webcast it. The crowd in Portland swelled. You 
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can hear BrazenBeauty, the videographer pictured below in the colorful hat, within the 

next few minutes saying, “Here come some more. This crowd is growing. Thank you 

LiveStream!” (5:13:40+)  

                            

Fig. 25. Horses invade the Crowd - Live Streaming from Portland, F29.72 

Police-protester tensions were captured on LSV in more than one situation on 

F29. The use of horses charging into a crowd in Portland (Fig. 25), sheriffs herding 

protesters with billyclubs and the threat of tear gas in Riverside, CA (Fig. 26) are two 

examples. 
 
 

    FreedomLA is the videographer in 

this series of frames from an F29 action 

in Riverside County at the Wal-Mart 

distribution center. Notice how close 

she gets and how threatening the 

medium close up becomes when there 

is a baton pointed at your as in frame 

number 2. 

    

 

                                                
72 This frame captured from hi-definition YouTube video. Courtesy Portland Video Collective. 
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     Frame 2 occurs about two minutes 

later. Notice the total viewers reads 

6732. This is after Global Revolution 

switched her feed to their split screens 

from New York. 

 

     Several more minutes pass. The 

police and sheriffs are difficult to see in 

this extreme long shot, but they 

outnumbered the protesters at least two 

to one. Notice her viewership has 

doubled again to 1,308. She could not 

attract this much attention without the 

support of her audience tweeting this 

streaming address to friends and the 

GlobalRevolution re-webcast. 

Frame	  1.	  

      
Frame	  2.	  

	  

    
Frame	  3.	  

Fig. 26.  Live Streaming a Nonviolent Standoff in Riverside CA 

In Riverside, CA. at the Wal-Mart warehouse demonstration, about 60 county 

sheriffs marched in lock step to push half that many protesters back until the marchers 

were three blocks away from their target. The police tactics were carried out with military 

discipline and met with a well-trained ad hoc group of protesters from several Occupation 

camps in the area. These protesters met the threat of force with unarmed, non-violent, 

passive-aggressive resistance. There was a dangerous game going on and FreedomLA 
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held her cell phone very close to capture the action. Her voice was excited and 

heightened the tension, but the tendons in the policeman’s jaws and jutting chins of the 

young male protesters resisting being pushed by the shields were not conjured by her 

emotions. The tension and threat were real. The scene had an immediacy even without a 

great deal of picture fidelity. In a group where emotions are running so high, you do not 

know how people will react on either side. This creates a dramatic tension that fiction 

filmmakers carefully craft. The threat of violence was brewing on both sides. The drama 

was palpable and interactive.  Freedom’s fans were cheering her on via the chat. “We 

love you Freedom!.” This is another example to illustrate the power of cell-phone 

empowered co-presence, mixing virtual and real life into a truly new modal 

communication experience. It was different in another way from fiction or carefully 

edited “reality” shows - ultimately nothing happened. 

Meanwhile another LSV streamer (a male, name unknown) was also being 

rebroadcast from the Riverside location. He stayed blocks away and shot an extremely 

long shot explaining to his audience, “I’ve been gassed. It’s not going to happen again. 

Quit asking me. I’m not going closer!” He was arguing with his chat room where some 

contributors wanted him to approach the action for a better angle. 

In these two situations plus the marches in New York, LSV demonstrates that 

Occupy protesters mean what they say when they pledge non-violence. Their training in 

these tactics is evident in the videos. Whenever an event or tension grows, you hear the 

trained protesters calling “Cameras! Cameras!” so the still photographers and 

videographers swarm the area. You can see and hear this on FreedomLA’s LSV at 20:38 

and again at 42:43. On March 2, recordings captured Global Revolution playing a pre- 
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recorded program for videographer 

training on this type of sousveillant 

LSV technique.  The Ys in the figure 

to the right indicate LVS cameras in a 

defensive formation. All this serves as 

evidence that in February 2012, only 

the fifth month of the Occupy 

movement, occupiers on both coasts 

and across the country already seem 

well trained, well-connected and 

working to become more disciplined. 

 

 

 

Fig. 27. From a LVS Training Video featured on 
Global Revolution on March 2nd.  

Y = videographers in suggested defensive formation. 

LSV AND DIRECT DEMOCRACY  

Occupy practices and promotes a governing practice they call “direct democracy” 

(see Appendix B: Principles of Solidarity).  In direct democracy no representatives are 

elected. Mediated co-presence serves a vital role in a direct democracy even though it 

does not replace the requirement of physical presence for the governing decisions. LSV, 

as a tool in direct democracy, provides not only information but also examples of 

transparent, consensus-led decision making, protester training, and a feeling of sharing 

for those who cannot attend – a vital service in a transnational movement. I have closely 

examined how LSV is used at rallies, marches and teach-ins. Remember TimCast 

standing in the rain for an hour to webcast the Matt Taibbi Teach In on F29 live?  My 

sample also captured other examples of how LSV facilitates the transparent sharing of 

information and process essential to a direct democracy. In Rochester, I captured a live 
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stream of a GA meeting in a tent on what was obviously a cold winter night. The other 

example of LSV use is exemplified by the OccupyTrenton team who use LSV as an 

international “information booth.”  

In Rochester on the night of March 2, the GA is discussing what do to about a 

letter they recently received from the Mayor telling them to close their encampment. 

There are about a dozen people snuggled into a fairly large tent – some standing, some 

sitting in folding chairs. There is a wide age range but not much ethnic diversity evident.  

 

Fig. 28.  The GA in Rochester, NY. March 2, 2012. 

Our recording joined this meeting 

already in progress when the Austin 

feed went to roll-ins.  The young 

lawyer in Fig. 28 admits she rarely 

attends these meetings in person but 

needed to come to clarify her 

understanding of the group’s 

intentions. It is dark in Rochester at 

about 7:00 pm EST. The camera is 

using night vision so all the figures 

appear green.  

Here Julia, a respected member of this community takes her allotted three minutes 

to plead her case then state her opinion: 

 
Julia: It kind of breaks my heart that we are talking about how the camp’s not 
useful. With some pretty basic restructuring, like , consolidating it.  Talking about 
the guidelines of what to do if someone’s not contributing while living down here.  
we think with that discussion we could make it what people seem to want it to be. 
… And I know it is useful because that woman who speaks 6 languages would 
never ever have stopped here if it didn’t exist.  So there is that, and I do see 
people outreaching … it’s just a lot smaller because it is winter.  
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That aside, moving on to more productive discussion. I really would like to see us 
leave on our own terms, so I would like to see us discussing the date that we are 
going to give the mayor.  That to me – that is what I think we should be doing. I 
don’t think that moving the camp is that productive because then we’ll be 
discussing when we are going to be evicted from that slot.  
So I think we should discuss the date we will close it – and we should pick a day 
with energy .. which is why I said May 1.  
So since we seem to be moving on to a more productive, “what are we gonna 
do?” That’s what I would like for us to be talking about: A day. And how to build 
momentum for that day. 
 
Facilitator (Fac): We need to acknowledge that we are after our usually allotted 
2 hours for GA. Are folks up for continuing GA?  
 
Older woman in hooded parka sparkles (raises her hand and waves her fingers). 
 
Fac: I need someone to take over from me because I’m gonna have to pack up 
and catch the bus in a little while …  
 
Point of process gesture – “I can do it if you don’t want to” – others mumble too. 
 
Asian woman: I agree with what lots of others have said about transitioning and -
--???---73  the primary things I’m involved with happen not at camp.  So I don’t 
think the camp is the movement – I think it is a tactic of the movement and we 
need to decide if we are ready to try a different tactic.  And see how it feels.  

	  

This small, dedicated group of Occupiers are working on an important decision in 

the history of their group under difficult conditions and broadcasting themselves to the 

world. Although Julia is clearly upset and wants to keep the encampment going, she bows 

to the will of the group and tries to move the consensus along. It does not appear 

impressive. Tonight they have only a few followers. Still, the devotion to direct 

democracy and consensus displayed by this group are skills that have kept the fires of the 

movement alive through its first winter.  In these bootstrap LSV sessions, the Occupy 

movement displays resolve, methodology, and individual plus group accountability. This 

                                                
73 ---???--- Indicates garbled audio. 
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scene exemplifies how LSV represents direct democracy and consensus building in 

action. 

In OccupyTrenton, Charlie Hardy mans the information table most days since 

Oct. 16, 2011. This equals 154 days at the time of this interview. The information table 

serves as a kitchen table/office in all the Occupy encampments I have seen (especially the 

smaller ones). People gather round for information about the local and national Occupy 

movement or sports scores. If there is food, it is available nearby. This table implies a 

familiar “family” trope while at the same time being a “site for business.”74  When I 

asked Charlie how he considers himself, he was quick to answer, “Occupier.” He said it 

with pride and a little defiance. The fact that LSV allows him to stay in contact with an 

extended group of people is only a means to the end of “taking back the government.” 

Video is useful to him only so far as it reinforces this message. He does not consider 

himself a videographer or citizen journalist.  

Our interview was conducted via Livestream using the chat feature. I typed the 

questions in the chat area, and he would answer by voice. Most of the LSV producers use 

this split screen method to communicate with their audience. The chat software capability 

helps them receive feedback and questions. It worked very well during my interview with 

Charlie.  Using chat is more difficult to do on a phone in sunlight since the screen is so 

small and any cell phone screen glares in sunlight. Somehow the videographers manage; I 

often heard them talking directly to people from the chat. We will see examples of this in 

the next section.  

  

                                                
74 I went to revisit Charlie on April 7th at the OccupyNewJersey LSV site to discover he has had a heart 
attack. Another young man was there. Charlie was chatting with him from his wheelchair in the hall at the 
hospital using the live stream chat line we used in our interview.  



 82 

 

Fig. 29. Charlie at OccupyTrenton. A Typical Livestream Layout. 

Live video on the left. Live chat on the right.  RandomLiveStreamUsername is a soccer fan from Germany 
who often drops by to check on the movement news and trade sports stories.  I saw him there often.  

 

Fig. 30.  Close Up Excerpt from Live Chat with Charlie. 

Charlie, Mouse, JE, and their friends at OccupyTrenton personify the direct 

democracy credo. Their mission here is to share information and advice on movement 

tactics or resources with any who ask. Charlie is on several working groups and spends 

three nights a week in General Assembly meetings. They are planning their spring direct 

actions.  He explains they also webcast their GA meetings, but this did not fall within the 

test sample. 
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OBSERVATIONS OF THE STREAM CULTURE  

Zuccotti Park was loud, dirty, wet, cold and exhilaratingly alive with passion and 
energy, intelligence, imagination, information and raw emotion ruled every 
second! ... The people in this film are genuinely decent. They are all immensely 
bright. They are kind, tough, and loaded with the belief, this is what being an 
American citizen is about. 75 
                                                             Kevin Breslin, Filmmaker #whilewewatch  

 

The LSV videographers in the study are all Anglo, under 30 and appear well 

educated or at the least articulate. Of the six I identified most often in my sample, four 

were male and two were female. Within the LSV footage, I saw many more males with 

cameras capturing the direct action events than females. During the sample, more women 

than men approached the videographers to learn how to stream. In the sample, the LSV 

sub-culture illustrates how the autonomous networked individual with a few digital 

resources can thrive and contribute within the Occupy culture. 

The four streamers I recorded most were TimCast, Occupello (Lorenzo), 

FreedomLA, and BrazenBeauty, a rookie streamer from Portland. In Phoenix the 

videographer was Sean Michael. There are other videographers in my study who stream 

more or less anonymously without putting themselves verbally in the experience or 

without identifying themselves. The final group includes Charlie and friends at 

OccupyTrenton and the streamers from Rochester who use this tool simply as recordists.   

 

                                                
75 Breslin produced a feature film that features the live-streaming videographers and their 
media from the early days at OWS. Chat on the Media Working Group asked why they 
weren’t consulted about this. “He did it anyway,” according to the chatroom. Thus we 
can conclude there was at least a little tension between the working group and the 
production. However, Breslin also credits four cameramen from his own production 
company in the film credits. As far as we could tell, the film has not been released yet, 
but was distributed to a few festivals. The name of the film is #whilewewatch. See a 
trailer here:  http://www.whilewewatch.com/  
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This frame grab from 

FreedomLA’s stream of the Riverside 

march shows videographers working in 

tandem so one can look around for 

obstacles while the other walks backward 

streaming the action. “Don’t let go!” was 

commonly heard on LVS audio at the 

marches.  

Fig. 31. Tandem Streaming – Working in Teams 
for Safety 

Other signs of solidarity within the LVS sub-group are found in their conversation 

as they marched from Union Sq. to Liberty Park on Feb 28. You could hear TimCast 

talking on Occupello’s live stream as you saw Occupello stream Luke and a few other 

videographer/photographers working ahead of the march.  On Tim’s stream, you first 

hear Luke giving a neophyte streamer some advice; then you hear Tim responding to a 

question from his chat room and sharing a bit of legal news for LSV shooters planning on 

going to Chicago to protest the G8 Summit in June (which Obama eventually moved to 

Camp David): 

Unidentified LSV: So where would you say the most action is? Up front or in the 
middle?  
Luke: I’d say most of the time it’s up front. I mean we could go into a store and 
get lots of people’s heads. There’s no point in it. 

Tim continues on his original thought: So for those who are bringing up Chicago 
and the G8, I have some good news. There is an exemption in the Eavesdropping 
Rule for people who are filming an event… (F28NYC-1:09:03) 
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Fig. 32.  Still photos of iPad Videographer from OcccupyPortland F29.76 

 

It is easy to find examples of cooperation within the 
LSV community as well as examples of independent 
bravery and effort. Top: A LSV protester in Riverside 
California. Feb. 29, 2012. 

 

Brazen Beauty feed being streamed from Occupy 
Seattle live stream. Two experienced LSV 

streamers give Brazen Beauty advice about her 
battery lights. 

Fig. 33. Camaraderie and Independent Courage within the LSV Community 

                                                
76 Still photos archived at Occupy Portland.  http://photos.oregonlive.com/photo-
essay/2012/02/occupy_portland_rally_on_f29_d.html  
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Fig. 34. Learn One, Teach One:  
The Sharing Ethic in Streaming Culture of Occupy 

Training others to carry on and lead the activism is an important value within the 

Occupy culture. In technological culture this ethic is known as L1T1: Learn one, Teach 

one. This principle applies to the LSV community’s ethical commitment to free 

transparent information as well. There are many examples of informal training and 

support on the recordings. Sean Michael in OccupyPhoenix on F29 was wrapping up and 

trying to leave the march to get back to work. A young woman approaches him and asks 

for help learning to stream. Sean Michael streams their conversation as he answers her 

questions and encourages her to “keep at it.” (Fig. 33) By streaming the conversation, he 

is hoping others will learn from their exchange. Streaming media also allows the 

webcasters to run crawls along the bottom of the screen with more messages. In Portland, 

throughout the march on F29 this message crawled across the bottom of the screen:  

We are using many free technologies to communicate and collaborate ideas and 
actions. If you want to stream it is very easy. Just an iPhone or Android will work 
and its FREE – besides your normal cell bill. Have fun. Educate the masses. We 
must gather the 99 percent. We are the 99 percent.  
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Cooperative relationships exist alongside a certain amount of friendly competition 

within this community. Here is an excerpt from the logs. This is an exchange between 

Luke and Tim as they work the front of the march in New York on Feb. 28. Lorenzo is 

streaming as Occupello nearby:77 

 
LOGS: NYC2-28  0:25:42 
 

TimCast’s camera looks back up town and you see lots of police on motorcycles  
and blocking traffic – not the protesters. 

 
Tim: So a quick recap for those just tuning in... This is the Don’t Suppress OWS Rally. The 
gathering started at 4 at Union Square with a rally – and we are currently marching south to 
Liberty Park. Formerly known as Zuccotti and formerly known as Liberty. 
 
Tim: I keep getting someone in my chat complimenting my stream saying its better than 
Luke’s.  
 
Luke: What? Shenanigans. Shenanigans. You get comedy here -  Tim laughs – you get wild 
sporadic humor (Luke walks by with his rig around  his neck.)  A large number of ball busting. 
 
Tim: You should see the commercial! You should go to Luke’s commercial for “we are 
change”  …walking quietly, then he says …  The sign says: We are anonymous – we stand 
united.  

Rainbow peace flag waves by. 
 
Tim: I want to thank everybody who is watching right now. 
Luke: ???  Your streams’ down. 
Tim: What’s that? (excited/concerned) 
Luke: I was going to tell you that people are commenting that your streams down so you 
would … ??? 
Tim: Luke’s Evil. (they continue walking) …???... Authoritarian live streaming … 
 
Someone in crowd: Eh, Lorenzo, live stream? 
 
Tim: “1,2,3,4 I declare a class war. 5 6 7 8, Eight _???__ smash the state?” I think. I’m not 
sure. I see a Fuck Monsanto sign.  
 

Tim often narrates the chants in case the viewer cannot hear them 
 and some of the signs people carry when he has nothing better to do. 

                                                
77 ---???--- Indicates garbled audio. 
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Tim cont.: I see someone in the chat saying that Luke does better commentary. I would say 
that Luke’s commentary is a lot funnier than I am. I would say that mine is pretty bland and 
straight forward. 
	  

Man marching with No War in Iran sign – homemade 
 
Tim: Luke’s got the humor. He’s like the Daily Show or Colbert Report of live streaming. 
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  

Fig. 35. Tired, Cold, Hungry: Luke (on the left) at Liberty Park after the NYC march on F28. 

At the end of the march, the videographers are winding down. Some people are laying 

down in Liberty square to taunt the police. No one is allowed to sit or lie in this square 

anymore. As the action winds down, Tim streams the conversation discussing their ideas for 

the future of the movement: 

 
1:08:07 - Logs continued 
 
Tim:   They can’t arrest all these people or that would be a mass arrest – and that would 
guarantee media. What do you think is worst for the police – a mass arrest? Or a reoccupation. 
Luke: I think a reoccupation is their worst nightmare.  It’s really cold here, and so the numbers 
are thinning – maybe some are heading to the GA. One thing I can look forward to … 
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Luke: You have an obligation to stream now that I am shut down. I’ll be there waiting. … 
 

Luke is taunting him to keep Tim going though they are both wet, cold and shivering. 
 

Luke: You need tarps and structure and food 
Tim: It’s a natural progression in my opinion.  
Luke: It can’t be sustained at this time. I heard the GA wasn’t that large tonight anyway. 
 
Tim: Its safe to say that in some circumstances at least the NYPD does not answer to the court 
system.  
Luke: But I think a lot of people want the occupation back. Even some regular police officers. 
They want the occupation back. 
Tim: Because they got to stand around and get overtime? 
Luke: One reason for some of the selfish ones, but I know some regular cops really enjoyed it. 
Tim: There was that interview with a cop at Washington Square who had to remain 
anonymous but he said that many of his fellow officers were upset because they were the only 
public service union that was not allowed to join the protests.  
Luke: Yeah. 
Tim: But they were allowed to have their own rally later - separately. So we’ll see what 
happens.	  
	  

As Tim notes, Luke is the comic in the group and though he teases Tim (who is 

younger) about his responsibility to “keep streaming,” this is a responsibility that the 

LSV community take seriously. Their analysis and policy discussion reveal their personal 

dedication to the movement they have devoted many hours of their life to covering. For 

example, Luke is defending the police as part of the 99% in a general tone, “Even some 

regular police officers. They want the occupation back.” In the beginning, the younger 

man, Tim, fears and derides the police who he has personally witnessed treating 

occupiers violently, until the older male, Luke, agrees a few are “selfish” but most are 

like us.”  

At this point in the night, there is no reason to keep streaming. There are very 

activists left on the scene. Still it is important to the streaming community to keep the 

connection alive, and the sound, ideas and images flowing as long as they can. 
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Fig. 36.   Occupello Chat Room During the F28 March. 

Co-presence is strongly indicated by the encouragement and support for the LSV 

streamers that comes from these messages from their audience. Consider the chat room 

activity captured during Occupello’s stream in NYC on F28 in Fig. 36.  “I could just hug 

this march!” “I’m loving this march.” “Occupello positive powa.” “We needed this.” 

“Wings outstretched and flying.” Such enthusiastic attention encourages the streamers 

and indicates that streaming has an affective influence on the viewers. The messages 

themselves are not profound, but they do show the viewers are excited by the event and  

by the movement’s reactivation after the winter.  

The other thread of conversation here is a spat between Indigobunting and 

Plasmadyne over Plasmadyne’s negative attitude. This example does not reveal deep 

political analysis by the viewers as other excerpts would, but it does illustrate how some 

viewers integrate the Occupy movement and message and streaming into their daily life.  
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The viewers also often treat the streamers with friendly concern and follow their actions 

and situation closely (for example when they worry about his battery charge on line 2 in 

Fig. 36.) The L in this case is for Lorenzo, Occupello’s real name. Viewers offered 

encouragement to FreedomLA in her chat in a different tone.  FreedomLA becomes 

fretful because she left her gas mask at home. On her chat, viewers reach out to tease her 

and calm her down: 

 

 

 

Fig. 37. Chats to FreedomLA. She forgot her gas mask. 

There are many more examples of the community of Occupy supporters, LSV 

videographer supporters, and LSV intercommunity support in the recordings. This 

medium captures both a visual and verbal conversation between all these groups.  Both 

TimCast and FreedomLA consistently speak directly to their audience. TimCast points 

out signs he sees or chants that may be garbled on the tiny phone microphone.  Or he 

repeats parts of conversations he overhears as you wander around with him, connected by 

the camera and phone. Both videographers regularly ask their viewers to send them 

questions or support them with either a Tweet to their friends to tune in to the webcast or 

a cash donation to help them support themselves.  Tim particularly likes to request, 

“Donate a Tweet.”  For occupiers like Charlie, chat is an integral weapon for the 

Occupation.  Reciprocal conversation, intermodal interaction, is vital to the effectiveness 

of the live-streaming process. Evidence on the recordings show that the active audience 
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presence supports the streamer just as the streamer’s mediated presence supports the 

viewers who are participating in the chat. This is mediated co-presence that reveals 

affective intelligence at work.  

Mass Self Communication – Discussion of the Findings 

In this section, I tie my findings back into the theoretical web from whence I 

started this project.  In the first of three lectures Manuel Castells gave early in 2011 at 

Cambridge University, he explained his theory of the shift from mass communication to 

mass-self communication by which he meant the use of the Internet and wireless 

technology as a revolutionary tool of communicative power that utilizes autonomous 

networks, interactivity and the one-to-many model to subvert the politics of entrenched 

power (also see Castells 2007:238-266.) “All politics are media politics,” he states, “and 

the use of autonomous media relates to the symbolic power to define the process, to 

include and exclude as you see fit… Media is the space where power is constructed but 

not the source of power. Power is built within the networks of the movement,” (2011a, 

17:48).  LSV is only one of the many networks within Occupy. As one among many, it 

can provide a good example of the new power within the fluid horizontal 

communications fabric of postmodern social movements. These contemporary 

autonomous networks serve individual goals of self-definition and personal progress 

while they also serve the autonomous goals of the Occupy community as a whole; using 

this type of communication horizontalism strengthens the movement with the wider 

inclusion of numbers, outlooks, and ideas. Mediated co-presence also seeks to expand the 

network for the same reasons but on the one-to-one, more personal level. I interpret the 

data to reveal that the Occupy LSV network is using this new multi-modal technology in 

an autonomous network to communicate, collaborate, and democratize their own images 

and messages in their own voices. 
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NETWORKED AUTONOMY  

Castells’ (2007, 2010, 2011) work on the communication power created by 

“networked autonomy” theorizes that “mass self communication” reinforces both 

personal autonomy and cooperative action. This network is composed of a loose 

affiliation of individuals formed into ad hoc groups (or nodes) that survive only as long 

as they are useful. These nodes dissolve and then reform along lines of new needs or 

interests. Each event I witnessed on the recordings illustrates this type of ad hoc network: 

the GA meeting in Rochester, the tiny marches in Austin or Nashville, and the large 

marches in Portland and New York.  Each of these is an ad hoc group coalescing around 

the business agenda item or protest theme for that day. Intelligent individuals exercise 

their choice to band together cooperatively in solidarity for that specific event because it 

resonates with them. Thus, the events captured in this sample represent networked 

autonomy at all levels of the movement. At the macro level, the movement coalesces 

around general themes and allows each group to express their support or protest in their 

own way. Also at the macro level, no individual or group speaks for the movement so 

that the movement can maintain its autonomy (see Appendix C). At the mezzo level, each 

group chooses their own targets and plans their own direct actions in their own styles on 

their own schedules. Each group maintains its autonomy by not empowering any 

individual to speak for the group as a whole. Autonomy at the micro level occurs when 

individuals are free to say what they like as long as they do not claim to speak for the 

group or movement. TimCast is very conscientious to designate his ideas as a when he 

replies to a question from his chat, “You should ask OWS about that one. I won’t 

speculate as to your own definition of how a movement could be done” (2_28-

UnionSqMISC.mov, 1:40).  

This type of network demands communication skills and tools far beyond the 

more rigid, simpler, communication demands of a linear, vertical, or Fordist organization. 
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Occupy might be the most mediated popular movement in history due to the technology 

swarming around it. In my recordings, all the marches attracted many people on the 

periphery with cell phones taking photographs, audio recordings or videos. As the mobile 

phone itself represents both freedom and personal power (autonomy), it is a tool well 

positioned to facilitate the DIY and participatory ethics of the LSV culture and the 

movement.  Consider this example from TimCast’s stream at the Feb. 28 nighttime march 

in NYC: 
 

Tim: I see so many people streaming. It’s really awesome. And I see a lot of 
people who are just recording . And I wonder how many of them could be 
streaming? 
 

Marchers come toward him. See betacam-crew also.  
He hustles to stay ahead of the marchers – not within them. 

 
Tim: So we are just a few blocks from Canal. And that would be about a mile 
and half from Liberty Park – formerly known as Zuccotti.   

Fellow with shoulder camera walks by. 
 
Tim: It is 7:28pm in NYC. We got a big action happening tomorrow at 9am. 
At Bryant Park. It’s a very large action. I’ll probably be there for the entire 
day. It’s a large action. It’s going to be a lot of fun.  
 
Chanters: We are the people. We are united.  Don’t suppress OWS!  
  (Other young men with camera phones are visible all around Tim.) 
 
Tim: It feels great to get exercise. … 

 (He walks by person with camera with light attached.) 
Tim: I will say that there is between 400 and 350 people right now, marching from 
Union Square to Liberty Park. I wonder now that the Occupy movement is so world 
famous - people have had all winter to develop what they think about it  – so I’m 
wondering what is going to happen this spring? What do you think? (speaking to his 
chat room as he marches along)  
 

We see 99% armbands, overcoats/jackets, dark clothes 
 

Chanters: Get up. Get Down. There’s revolution in this town. 
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Theoretically, if this networked communication system is functioning correctly, it 

should prove more robust and more engaging than the vertical alternative. It should be 

more sympathetic to the neural networks of contemporary human consciousness. Castells 

argues for a communication system of “mass self communication - from one to many, 

many to many with systemic multi-modal time shift ability - where both sender and 

receiver have access to the ever changing back bone of the process” (2011b, 00:05:47). 

There is ample evidence of a robust “networked autonomy” and “mass self 

communication” throughout these sample texts. As seen on pages 92-93 in the 

conversation between Luke and his online viewers, Tim and his online viewers, Lorenzo 

(who is quietly seen following though he does not speak) with his online viewers, and 

others at the physical march, we see the ad hoc network in fluid motion. Communication 

weaves between the many sources (virtual, physical, and time-shifted viewer) in an 

organic, mediatized text that constantly shifts, grows, and shrinks based on the individual 

participants’ autonomous desires.   

The autonomous network is composed of interested parties who remain as long as 

their interests or inclinations are engaged, and who have the power to change networks at 

will. It is a complex, post-modern, self-organizing principle. This type of freedom for the 

individual within the collective has led many to discount the power within horizontal, 

autonomous networks. Yet the world saw this same type of horizontal network function 

very effectively in Egypt, Tunisia, and Iran where cell phones were used to protect and 

organize thousands. My samples here are from much smaller crowds, but the 

communications power within this type of horizontal, distributed network also displays 

an ability to respond tactics by the opposition. Remember the example from Oregon on 

page 74?  Within 3 minutes of Antonio’s arrest the LVS network had identified him, the 

person switching the camera feeds at OccupyPortland Livestream had rebroadcast a scroll 
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with his name and issued the call for help, New York picked up the story on their 

Livestream feed, and on the streets of Portland more people joined the march or 

redeployed to make it appear that the crowd swelled. Freedom is not only freedom from 

rigid rules and straight lines, but it is also freedom to respond quickly without permission 

or bureaucracy.78 LSV’s interactivity depending as it does on the deeply symbolic and 

personal mode of transmission via cell phone and wireless signals ensures both autonomy 

and connection. These two principles are at the heart of the Occupy movement.  

AFFECTIVE MEDIATED CO-PRESENCE  

LSV draws much of its attraction from the symbolism of power conjured by the 

contemporary mobile phone (Chalfen 1987, Ito 2005, Turkle 2011, Vincent 2008, Katz & 

Aakhus 2003). It is an elemental symbol of personal power and self-expression (Chalfen 

1987, Hall 1980, Turkle 2011). LSV exists primarily via the mobile phone or tablet 

computer with their mobile imaging capabilities. When linked to the broad distribution 

channel via live-streaming technology and the Internet, the phone and LSV both become 

well situated to contribute to the communication power of this highly mediatized 

subculture (Lundby 2009: 4-5, Downing 2003a, Atton 2003: 57-69).  By extension, some 

of this power relies on the interactive access, that is, communication going both ways.  

From the audience point-of-view, the ability to feed back information and requests to the 

videographer as the action unfolds represents a major new communication channel within 

the formerly one-way flow of communications. This mass-self flow might be a novel 

experience for both filmmakers and reporters, but is intrinsic to live-stream video 

activists:  

                                                
78 Only time will tell if these networks are strong enough to withstand the boring routine of governance, 
but if enough people are trained for the many skills needed to govern a nation, it is possible no single 
person would need to spend their lives in positions that do not engage them. Responsive, interactive, 
horizontal networks could also end life-long entitlements to political position that currently have such a 
stranglehold on power. Many argue it is time to try something new. 
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Tim : So we are now at Murray and B’way.  Again just a few blocks away.  There 
are black flags with Occupy2012 with the symbol of a martini glass tipped over – 
as I am told to symbolize that the party is over [for Wall Street]. 

Good shot of police contingent 
 
Tim: For those asking. In May, I will be in Chicago for the entire month of May’s 
planned action.  So they are chanting: 1,2,3,4 I declare a class war. 5,6,7,8 Eat the 
rich and smash the state – in case you can’t understand them. 
Tim: Hi Lorenzo. Listening to music? 
Lorenzo: What’dya mean ---???---  I’ve got music ---???--- 
Tim: We’ve got Lorenzo at livestream.com/occupello – Oh, I’m sorry. It’s 
livestream.com/ows/hdtv. 
Tim: So he has a terra deck now and supposedly hi-definition live stream. 
To answer your question from the chat: May 1st is MAY DAY – And I will be in 
Chicago.  (2_28-UnionSqMISC.mov, 29:56) 

As Vincent (2005:120–21) explained, “The very act of using a mobile phone 

involves the simultaneous engagement with more senses than we use for other 

computational devices as we simultaneously touch, hear and see via the mobile phone in 

order to keep in touch.”  Campbell and Park (2008:375) expand on her multi-modal 

observation, “This integration with the senses and corporeal attachment opens up new 

forms of emotional attachment and possibilities for symbolic representation of the self.” 

Most of the streaming videographers have adopted symbolic “selves” represented by their 

invented by-lines: Oakfosho, TimCast, Occupello, BrazenBeauty, MiaCyborg, and 

FreedomLA. Additionally, they invent identifying tag lines such as FreedomLA’s “From 

the front line of the evolution – unedited, untouched.” Transparency is a vital ethic within 

the Occupy community as it is important in a direct democracy (see Appendix B. 

Principles of Solidarity). This tagline reinforces her commitment to that ethic to be 

“unedited, untouched” at the same time it validates the work she is doing as a video 

activist for the movement. Here are two examples of “FreedomLA” and “MiaCyborg” 

interacting with their viewers in context: 
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Freedom: (01:25:12) So if you can give me a retweet that’d be great and 
don’t forget to put the keywords in so we can get as many eyes on this as 
possible. How many people are watching on Glob Rev? (She is repeating a 
question from the chat room.)  
I know we are being rebroadcast on a couple of different streams … Looks 
like we have about 800 people watching. Great you guys. Keep up the good 
work.  
I don’t know what’s going to happen. We have a couple of ambulances … The 
police are probably monitoring us right now, I would be surprised if they 
weren’t so hello guys!  The thing that concerns me most is the ambulances 
and fire trucks there … 
I’m glad I fired up that chat when I did so we can keep in touch.  
From the front line of the evolution – unedited, untouched – (this is her 
personal tag line, and she repeats it often) 
So we have so many more police than protesters here. I always find that 
interesting.  
So they are letting the cars through but the protesters have stopped the truck.  
…  I’m reading your tweets. [She giggles] Thanks for the compliments you 
guys. Please see me and check out my other sites. 
 
 

MiaCyborg (videographer): (03:01:44) It just turned from an action drama 
into a comedy – as the police practice their drilling in the empty intersection.  
It’s MIA CYBORG here.  … 
And thanks everyone for paticipating, tweeting out. We are counting on you to 
be part of this revolution. If you can’t be here yourself sitting and watching the 
stream and live tweeting is a great contribution so thank you for your support 
and helping get the story out about what’s happening here today. We are at the 
intersection of Micro and Hamner at the Wal-mart distribution center. There 
are no mass media in sight. 
 

( both scenes from 2-29_PortlandLAMulti.mov) 
 

According to the concept of “affective intelligence” (Mayer et al 1990; Kindberg 

et al 2004), emotion is the root of all action. Add that to the understanding that the 

personal mobile phone has an emotional connotation to its owner (Campbell & Park 

2008).  Then understanding that the mediated co-present aspect of LSV centers 

principally within this intimate, safe one-to-one or one-to-many sense of communication 

associated with the trusted cell phone or other personal computing device lends itself 

particularly well to a secure feeling of sharing. Thus LSV’s contribution to the network 
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of communications experiences might be its unique ability to facilitate the effective 

sharing of hope and support. Overcoming fear is important in order for any social justice 

movement to succeed. Strong forces are arrayed to repress any change. Remember 

Castells statement, “Anger is the trigger and fear is the repressor,” (2011c, 12:13)? Anger 

naturally occurs from the perception of an unjust action and the identification of an agent 

responsible for the injustice. Even so, it requires a second step to become an act of power 

or Castells’ “communicative action.” This second step is to mobilize or activate the hope 

for change or redress of the injustice. To mobilize hope, many people need to overcome 

their fear of the danger that might come from participating in the protest. Sharing and 

identifying with others in a “process of communicative action” is vital to overcoming the 

repressive nature of fear, posits Castells. As the mobile phone represents both freedom 

and personal power, it is a tool in a perfect relationship to both sender and receiver to 

facilitate affective sharing and participation, communicative action. In this 

communication equation, autonomy and personal, multi-modal connections create a 

mediated co-presence that incorporates affective intelligence feedback to help overcome 

barriers to participation. 

THE AMBIVALENT FACE 

The complexity of 21st century life does not lend itself to simple definitions of 

identity, problems, or goals. Yet people obviously yearn for simpler answers; otherwise 

how could you explain the useless binary roadblock of current American political 

polemics?  The continuing efforts of leaders to alienate one group from another allows 

those leaders to manipulate everyone while distracting the citizens from the real issues of 

social justice. “Bread and Circus” is a familiar trope to anyone in the entertainment or 

political arena. It describes efforts to distract the plebeians from the desperation of their 

situation. Or consider “Divide and conquer,” another political truism. It means to gain 
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and maintain power one should create barriers between groups who might become allies. 

Sociologist Simonetta Tabboni’s (1997:239-40) concept of the “ambivalent face” is 

translated by Nilufer Gole as, “The figure of the stranger … represents the ambivalent 

relation of proximity and distance, identity and difference through which a group 

reproduces social life and structures … social space.” The term ambivalence is defined by 

Merriam-Webster in three ways79: 

1. Simultaneous and contradictory attitudes or feelings toward an object, 

person or action. 

2. Continual fluctuation. 

3. Uncertainty about which approach to follow. 

 While the word sometimes carries an emotionless, detached connotation as in “I don’t 

care enough to make a choice,” there is also an uneasiness associated with the word. The 

cognitive dissonance associated with indecisiveness is strong in the American psyche. 

This unease is precisely where the critics of this movement intend for citizens to focus 

their attention.  Lucy from Massachusetts, in a Comment to economist Paul Krugman’s 

blog for the New York Times on October 6, 2011 shares her views of ambivalence, “It 

may look like chaos, but there’s method in it. The people need to reconnect with each 

other, and with their power.”80 

 

For a new century and a new communication power equation, the Occupy 

movement seeks to use this “uncertainty” philosophically and practically. Political 

professor, John Buell (2011) summarizes the need to choose ambivalence in the post-

modern political predicament very well:  

                                                
79 http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/ambivalence  
80 Link to the Comment accessed April 26, 2012: http://krugman.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/10/06/unsavvy-
people/#  
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William Connolly has suggested in A World of Becoming, a world of multiple 
domains (from climate to geology to economy and popular culture) and different 
scales of time interacting in complex ways cannot be comprehended through strict 
causal theories or unified along precise moral boundaries … David Schlosberg, 
working from similar perspectives, of course acknowledges there is a world "out 
there," but it is grasped only though our particular concepts. There is no guarantee 
that these could ever be sufficiently unified to yield one overarching worldview. 
(See Schlosberg, "Resurrecting the Pluralist Universe," Political Research 
Quarterly, September 1998.) The world of course is not utterly chaotic and some 
provisional guidelines and principles can be established and agreed to by wide, 
though not unanimous, segments of any population. Nonetheless, the best and 
most enduring forms of consensus may be based on a sense that the world is 
messy and indeterminate, that core convictions cannot be fully demonstrated to 
the satisfaction of all parties. Our best hope is a willingness to admit gaps in our 
own fundamentals, engage others across a range of policy and philosophical 
differences, cooperate in specific projects whenever possible, engage the ways 
corporate culture manifests itself in schools, workplaces, churches, and 
nonprofits, as well as the formal political stage. Just as importantly, even as we 
construct new coalitions and reforms we must remain attuned to new challenges 
and injustices even our best-laid plans may evoke. 

As I mentioned at the beginning of this paper, OWS published their list of 28 

grievances within the first week of the occupation at Zuccotti Park. The list is extensive 

and includes a diverse set of topics, which include student loans, home foreclosures, 

corporate influence in government, environmental degradation by industry, and animal 

rights. At the end of the Declaration (Appendix A.), they include the caveat that these 

concerns are not all inclusive leaving themselves room to expand the list as the NYGA 

agrees or as local GAs wish to adapt it. The list is clearly written and widely published. 

Yet you hear very little about it in mainstream, corporate news.  

I was amazed at the amount of mid-week activity the study captured.  February 29 

was a Wednesday in 2012, a leap year. The other selected days81 of the study occurred on 

Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. The study was planned to take advantage of the direct 

action planned on Feb29 by the OccupyPortland group – their Stop the Corporations and 

                                                
81 With Wednesday Feb. 29 reserved, I randomized by rolling the dice until I got three more separate days 
of the week. Monday was 1, Tuesday 2, etc. 
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ALEC rally and march. My initial intent was to see how the movement and the LSV 

videographers had faired over the winter. I never expected to capture marches and rallies 

on three of the four days of the study especially when most samples were collected 

during the working week.  This means many people took time away from work or used 

their lunchtime to attend the direct actions recorded in the sample. The entire Occupy 

movement was much more active than I expected. From comments made by the 

videographers and people on the tapes, these events seemed to reignite a spark. The 

ambivalent face of the movement is much maligned, but it has clearly served some goals 

of the movement very well. Diversity of targets and tactics were evident everywhere. The 

numbers at the events were not large – 1000 in Portland was the largest, but the 

organization and dedication is still active and in place. Their corporate targets are very 

aware they are still here in 2012. 

Two months after I concluded the recordings of the sample data, ALEC is much 

in the news for their social engineering agenda.82 In fact they announced they would 

entirely disband the social advising panel on April 17, 2012. Public pressure is having an 

impact. In February 2011, teachers and other unions rose up against ALEC-drafted 

legislation to deny collective bargaining in Wisconsin. Teachers staged a sit-in at the state 

capital. They were not successful, but they cracked the door and shed some light on a 

very secretive, very powerful cabal. A year later, in the sample data, Sean Michael was 

streaming an Occupy direct action to protest similar ALEC authored, anti-union 

legislation in Phoenix, Arizona. In Austin, on Friday, March 1, an unidentified streamer 

web-cast teachers, parents, students and Occupy members protesting ALEC sponsored 

private school legislation for Texas. In New York, Nashville, Riverside, and Portland, the 

                                                
82 T. Olorunnipa and E. Bolstad, McClatchydc.com. “American Legislative Exchange Council to abandon 
gun rights, other social causes.” (2012, April 17). 
http://www.mcclatchydc.com/2012/04/17/145658/american-legislative-exchange.html  
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Occupy LSV videographers were helping inform people about who ALEC is and why we 

should care.   

In April, thousands of Americans learned more about ALEC and their social 

agenda due to a tragedy in Florida. An unarmed teenage boy in Florida (Trayvon Martin) 

was murdered and the shooter was not arrested due to another ALEC-authored piece of 

legislation called “Stand Your Ground.” Under the “Stand your Ground” law, private 

citizens are supported in shooting any one, any time “they feel their life is threatened.” 

Since the victim is usually dead, there is often no way to prove the truth. When ALEC’s 

authorship of that legislation surfaced, Coke, Kraft, Pepsi, Intuit tax software, and 

General Foods resigned immediately (Wilce, 2012).  Still more than 480 other 

corporations remain loyal to their favorite legislative drafting service. The Koch brothers 

who were original founders of ALEC, Pfizer, Proctor & Gamble, State Farm, Verizon, 

Exxon Mobile, Johnson & Johnson, Wells Fargo, Bank of America, AT&T, and Wal-

Mart are among the companies that have not left. Before they disbanded their social 

agenda committees, ALEC wrote and supported legislation to oppose any government 

sponsored health care,  to pass voter ID laws that would be most difficult for poor, elderly 

and minority voters to obey, to build more private prisons and schools, to pass stricter 

immigration law and to fight all immigration reform, to support standardized testing, to 

oppose a woman’s right to choose, and to support any National Rifle Association 

initiatives that organization deems in their best interest. Many of the companies and 

social agenda issues on this list were the targets of #F29 direct actions as described in this 

paper.  From insurance to oil-gas to pharmaceuticals to telecomm giants, how would a 

volunteer group of recently foreclosed, unemployed, or graduating college students attack 

and defang such a wealthy, diverse foe? It will only work if the movement can mobilize 

thousands more, but as recent events show, it can work. The ambivalent face is both a 
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defensive and offensive strategy that seeks to win by remaining as diverse and inclusive 

as possible, by educating consumers and workers, and remaining accessible to everyone 

in the 99% who has access to the Internet. Live stream video is a powerful tool in that 

struggle. 

 
 

 

Fig. 38. We are the 99% in Many Languages83 

 
 

  

                                                
83 Artist Megan Wilson created this project in November 2011. Read more about the project and her 
artwork at: http://meganwilson.com/sub/ . 
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IV. CONCLUSION 

In this study, I used an iterative approach to create a case study of how the 

emergent medium of live stream video is used within the Occupy movement. I sought to 

explore the “mediated co-present” relationship between videographers and audiences in 

practice and as a technological affordance. A key focus of this inquiry was to examine 

how the unprecedented intimacy of cell phone communication combined with live 

streaming video might enhance the feeling of co-presence and stimulate interactivity 

between the audience and steamer in synchronous time.  

I also sought to understand how “networked autonomy” presents itself and how it 

relates to the “ambivalent face” tactic theorized by Tabboni and Castells. I found many 

examples of networked autonomy at both the micro (from the individual producers’ 

point-of-view), mezzo (individual Occupy affinity groups), and macro (OWS and the 

movement as a whole) levels. Further, I explored how the “ambivalent face” as both 

offensive and defensive tactic is well represented in this form of media.  

While autonomy and solidarity may seem contradictory, I explored how the 

autonomously captured media within the Occupy communication network does correlate 

with the stated goals of the movement as they describe themselves in their consensus 

statements: Declaration of the Occupation of New York City, Principles of Solidarity, 

Statement of Autonomy.  Thus I conclude that this new version of an interactive “public 

screen” can provide another communication space for participatory democracy (Deluca & 

Peeples, 2010). 

As for the individuals I studied, it is clear they are using LSV in an “autonomous 

capacity … to communicate, interact, design and build their own projects of their lives.”  

Consider them all: Charlie and his friends in Trenton dispersing information and 

camaraderie to any and all who come their way. Tim, Luke and Lorenzo on a rainy march 
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through Manhattan getting in shape for the American Spring to come and sharing tactical 

ideas for the growth of the movement. FreedomLA and BrazenBeauty up-close and 

streaming from the front lines where protester’s determination meets police’ batons and 

horses. Live video streams are emotional, intimate, powerful tools for dissent. All these 

video activists are streaming the projects of their lives and working to improve ours at the 

same time.  

LIMITATIONS OF THIS STUDY 

This case study represents many hours of analysis of the LSV media culture as an 

initial exploration of live-stream video and its role in social movement and participatory 

democracy. I understand this single study represents a thin slice of this emergent 

communication and social modality (Ito, 2005). I hope the questions I have raised and the 

analysis I provide will prove a useful starting point for more research of the topic.  

There has never been a social movement as large as Occupy with such intense 

video coverage – live and edited. The topic is substantial with literally thousands of hours 

of source material still unexplored.  

There is no harm in using only media to perform a study as groundwork on a topic 

of mediatized co-presence. However, understanding of the topics raised here will be 

much improved with additional interviews with the videographers and research on the 

audience responses to the mediated co-present experience. A simple survey of chatroom 

observers could provide useful information as to their motives for watching and/or taking 

part in the movement.  Specifically helpful in the mediated co-presence argument would 

be data to discover what communication method brought people to the movement. As it 

is, I make no claims as to reception other than what I witnessed in the chat rooms. 

Many question the commitment of viewers to a movement when their 

participation is virtual only.  This argument claims that when all a person needs to do to 
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assuage their guilt over a social wrong is push a button or watch a video to be relieved of 

their responsibility, the more important and difficult task of working to change the 

structure of the system is neglected. The pop culture term for this process is “slactivism.”  

Virtual presence does not replace actual face-to-face co-presence. For example, in the 

Occupy culture for your voice to be heard at the GA, you must be physically present. Yet 

in Portland, when word of the arrest went out on the LSV, many more people swarmed 

onto the street to support the marchers as a result of online information. In Austin, as 

many people watched the tiny rally about education reform online as were able to attend. 

In these instances and many others, virtual and real activism are intertwined, and this 

knot will not be undone. The correlation between LSV activism and physical activism is 

a rich subject for future research.  

I had hoped to be able to present more information on the diversity of gender and 

ethnicity among Occupy members, but my sample texts do not permit me to confidently 

extrapolate that information. First of all, it is winter and cold so most everyone was in 

coats and scarfs.  Finally, I quickly realized visually assessing these qualities is 

inconclusive at the best of times. My educated guess is that both female and male genders 

are well represented. Females were particularly prominent in organizational roles at the 

major marches. Efforts to expand and focus on people of color within the movement is an 

ongoing goal, as represented in NYGA with the People of Color working group and by 

speakers at the two rallies in my sample. Different locations have different ethnic 

participation ratios, which is probably influenced by the topic of dissent as well as the 

community. Diversity of generations and age are evident; indeed in Rochester the 

majority of the members at the GA in this study were over 55. However, at the marches 

and rallies the largest numbers of supporters fell into the very broad 18-40 age range. 
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Hopefully, the survey work done by the OccupyResearch working group will shed more 

light on these characteristics of the movement. 

Finally, I freely acknowledge a sympathy and respect for the objectives of the 

Occupy movement, and those volunteers who give their time and energy to make it 

happen.  

 

SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE STUDY 

I will continue to observe the development of the “ambivalent face” strategy of 

the movement. During the summer of 2012, many in the Occupy movement hope to 

gather on July 4th in Philadelphia, PA to write the Occupy Wall Street Constitution. They 

plan to be there for the month. This event should provide an important test of the 

movement’s commitment to transparency. To allow us all to see how they manage such a 

complex negotiation can be enlightening (as I have discussed) or distracting. It is a brave 

social experiment to allow the movement to be seen as it deliberates. How far will 

Occupy take their own ambivalent, transparent information strategy?  

The intimacy of the cell phone connection combined with the multi-modal 

experience of live, synchronous video should be studied in more detail – both in scientific 

and artistic pursuits. If for no other reason, the fact that the industry continues to produce 

media that invade our senses further demands we study this phenomena. We must 

understand this process better. For example, Google announced “Project Glass” at the 

January 2012 Consumer Electronics Show recently.  The web video introducing the 

concept behind this project received enthusiastic attention; over four million views in the 

first four days on YouTube. This device will project images onto the tiny panes of glass 

in your eyeglasses to give you a heads-up display from your phone or nearby 
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computers.84  So I maintain that as science keeps moving the images literally closer and 

closer to our visual cortex, we need to understand the implications of affective mediated 

co-presence – the emotional repercussions - in much more depth. 
 

WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THE VIDEO ACTIVIST? 

There are many types of live streaming video activists involved with Occupy, and 

the broad context that is Occupy makes room for communicators of all sorts. Volunteer 

citizen journalists show the world what is happening. Activists use live video as 

informational armor in a sousveillant manner. Streamers use micro-video to “spread the 

word” or evangelize about corporate ownership of the government and the social injustice 

that supports it. Occupiers use LSV as an educational tool to share what they’ve learned 

about consensus building and direct democracy; and to learn in return. The reflexive 

action of documenting the life of a movement or the people within it contributes to the 

project of creating your life (Castells, 2011c). The process unfolding within the LSV 

images and co-present emotions it fosters is the “I” that can become “we” in the 

participatory lens of mobile, interactive citizen micro-media. 

Financial hurdles are a serious consideration, especially as LSV at Occupy is 

primarily a volunteer effort, but when you consider the potential audience the costs are 

small. You can get started with simply a smart phone with a video camera, but a long life 

battery, a light, and a mobile 4G modem with an unlimited data account make it more 

realistic. A simple phone battery can run out in a few minutes. In the US in March 2012, 

all this costs around $500 to get started (including the phone). Monthly bills can be 

around $160 a month, and the mobile carrier will usually ask you to sign a two year 

contract. If you really want to get involved but cannot afford this investment, find the 

                                                
84 “Project Glass: One day…” - This simulated video of the Project Glass experience received 11.5 million 
hits within six days. See the demo: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9c6W4CCU9M4&feature=youtu.be  
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Occupy group nearest you, find the Information table and explain what you want to do. 

Follow one of the Twitter tags listed in the Appendix. Volunteer to help and learn by 

helping until you can access the equipment you need. Or go online and start chatting with 

an LSV videographer. In my experience, they are very happy to share their information 

and tips.  

 Each streaming videographer I studied treated every person they encountered with 

patience and good humor: virtual or physical. That is no small feat when you are wet, 

hungry, tired and/or frightened. In this way, these individuals represented their movement 

in the best possible light. I have gained a respect for the power of the technology and for 

the spirit and dedication of these video activists. 

 

OCCUPY THE WORLD 
 

The success of the worldwide Occupy movement and the popularity of their 

slogan, “We are the 99%” surprised everyone: the originators, the press, the wealthy, and 

the politicians. However, many economists were less surprised as they knew that the 

“people” were finally asking the right questions. Questions about the unaccountable 

power of global corporations, the grossly unequal economic structure of our world, the 

unjust US legal system’s tilted defense of corporations’ rights over citizen’s rights, and 

the corruption of the revolving door political system where congressional staff and 

legislators are so quickly employed by the corporations they regulate. It took violent 

arrests to get the traditional news media’s attention early in October.  However, when 

people who were not part of the traditional activists’ networks learned about the 

movement and heard the slogan, the main source of information quickly moved from the 

broadcast networks to the digital networks, and membership in the movement exploded 
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around the world. As a symbolic social construct, Occupy has already succeeded beyond 

the hopes of the groups that helped start and organize it. The unlikely worldwide 

phenomenon is described by Aruna Roy (2011:63), a long time social activist in India, 

“The globalization of dissent has brought together an otherwise disunited and disparate 

majority against the centers of global finance.” The brilliant slogan, “We are the 99%,” 

has captured the spirit of the injustice of our times in ways most can understand and 

immediately apply to their own lives. 

In April 2012, with most of the encampments shut down by local governments, 

many people are wondering about the future and the ultimate contribution of the Occupy 

movement. If they go no further, their contribution to begin the conversation U.S. citizens 

have tried to ignore for so long can be counted a victory. However, I believe that this 

study shows that their flexible tactics have kept the movement alive through its first 

winter and that greater changes are on the horizon. For example, a working group named 

Occupy the SEC, manned by many former traders and bankers, are working to analyze 

proposed new banking legislation for loopholes. As Suzy Khimm of the Washington Post 

observed, “the meeting is a glimpse into one of the most surprising iterations of the free-

wheeling, anarchic movement: fighting the man through the tedious and Byzantine 

regulatory process.”85 Change will come from many directions and an ambivalent 

networked movement is the only organization strong and flexible enough to marshal the 

creative power individuals can bring to the complex problems this cooperative movement 

seeks to address. 

 The movement is right to stay above party politics. There is much corporate and 

lobbying corruption within both U.S. political parties. Due to the “Citizens United” 

                                                
85 Khimm, S. (2012, April 27). “Occupy the regulatory system!” Washington Post. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/occupy-the-regulatory-
system/2012/04/27/gIQAjo21lT_blog.html?wpisrc=emailtoafriend  
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finding by the Supreme Court in 2011, this election year promises to be the most 

expensive and likely most slanted to wealthy corporate interests in recent history. Still 

Occupy supporters should be glad to hear President Obama begin his 2012 re-election 

campaign with rhetoric that focuses attention on one of their main themes: social 

injustice. It indicates that some of the politicians are listening:   

I don’t want this to be a country where a shrinking number of Americans are 
doing really, really well, but a growing number of people are just struggling to get 
by. … I don’t want that future for you. I don’t want that future for my 
daughters.  I want this forever to be a country where everybody gets a fair shot 
and everybody is doing their fair share, and everybody is playing by the same set 
of rules.                      

   President Obama at the University of Chapel Hill, NC86 

 

The world has heard the message of the Occupy movement. Now we must follow 

through and continue to focus attention on “the truth about what is happening” (Krugman 

below). If the people are going to be heard, we need to keep the connection alive, and the 

sound, ideas and images flowing as long as we can. 
 

 I have a vision – maybe just a hope—of a great revulsion: a moment when the 
American people look at what is happening, realize how their good will and 
patriotism have been abused, and put a stop to this drive to destroy much of what 
is best in our country. How and when this moment will come, I don’t know. But 
one thing is clear: it cannot happen unless we all make an effort to see and report 
the truth about what is happening.               

      Paul Krugman, New York Times87 

 
  

                                                
86 --- NBC 17 Staff. (2012, April 24).  “Transcript of President Obama’s speech in Chapel Hill.”  
http://www2.nbc17.com/news/2012/apr/24/transcript-president-obamas-speech-chapel-hill-ar-2201978/  
87 Krugman, P. (2011, October 15). “Hopes.”  New York Times Opinion pages.  
http://krugman.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/10/15/hopes/  
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Appendices 

APPENDIX A. DECLARATION OF THE OCCUPATION OF NEW YORK CITY 

 
This document was accepted by the NYC General Assembly on September 29, 2011 
Translations: French, Slovak, Spanish, German, Italian, Arabic, Portuguese [all 
translations »] 

 

As we gather together in solidarity to express a feeling of mass injustice, we must not 
lose sight of what brought us together. We write so that all people who feel wronged by 
the corporate forces of the world can know that we are your allies. 

As one people, united, we acknowledge the reality: that the future of the human race 
requires the cooperation of its members; that our system must protect our rights, and 
upon corruption of that system, it is up to the individuals to protect their own rights, and 
those of their neighbors; that a democratic government derives its just power from the 
people, but corporations do not seek consent to extract wealth from the people and the 
Earth; and that no true democracy is attainable when the process is determined by 
economic power. We come to you at a time when corporations, which place profit over 
people, self-interest over justice, and oppression over equality, run our governments. We 
have peaceably assembled here, as is our right, to let these facts be known. 

 They have taken our houses through an illegal foreclosure process, despite not having 
the original mortgage. 

 They have taken bailouts from taxpayers with impunity, and continue to give 
Executives exorbitant bonuses. 

 They have perpetuated inequality and discrimination in the workplace based on age, 
the color of one’s skin, sex, gender identity and sexual orientation. 

 They have poisoned the food supply through negligence, and undermined the farming 
system through monopolization. 

 They have profited off of the torture, confinement, and cruel treatment of countless 
animals, and actively hide these practices. 

 They have continuously sought to strip employees of the right to negotiate for better 
pay and safer working conditions. 

 They have held students hostage with tens of thousands of dollars of debt on 
education, which is itself a human right. 

 They have consistently outsourced labor and used that outsourcing as leverage to cut 
workers’ healthcare and pay. 
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 They have influenced the courts to achieve the same rights as people, with none of the 
culpability or responsibility. 

 They have spent millions of dollars on legal teams that look for ways to get them out 
of contracts in regards to health insurance. 

 They have sold our privacy as a commodity. 
 They have used the military and police force to prevent freedom of the press. 
 They have deliberately declined to recall faulty products endangering lives in pursuit 

of profit. 
 They determine economic policy, despite the catastrophic failures their policies have 

produced and continue to produce. 
 They have donated large sums of money to politicians, who are responsible for 

regulating them. 
 They continue to block alternate forms of energy to keep us dependent on oil. 
 They continue to block generic forms of medicine that could save people’s lives or 

provide relief in order to protect investments that have already turned a substantial 
profit. 

 They have purposely covered up oil spills, accidents, faulty bookkeeping, and 
inactive ingredients in pursuit of profit. 

 They purposefully keep people misinformed and fearful through their control of the 
media. 

 They have accepted private contracts to murder prisoners even when presented with 
serious doubts about their guilt. 

 They have perpetuated colonialism at home and abroad. 
 They have participated in the torture and murder of innocent civilians overseas. 
 They continue to create weapons of mass destruction in order to receive government 

contracts.* 
 

To the people of the world, 

We, the New York City General Assembly occupying Wall Street in Liberty Square, urge 
you to assert your power. 

Exercise your right to peaceably assemble; occupy public space; create a process to 
address the problems we face, and generate solutions accessible to everyone. 

To all communities that take action and form groups in the spirit of direct democracy, we 
offer support, documentation, and all of the resources at our disposal. 

Join us and make your voices heard! 

*These grievances are not all-inclusive.  
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APPENDIX B. OCCUPY WALL STREET PRINCIPLES OF SOLIDARITY 
What follows is a living document that will be revised 

through democratic process of General Assembly 
 
On September 17, 2011, people from all across the United States of America and the 
world came to protest the blatant injustices of our times perpetuated by the economic and 
political elites.  On the 17th we as individuals rose up against political 
disenfranchisement and social and economic injustice.  We spoke out, resisted, and 
successfully occupied Wall Street.  Today, we proudly remain in Liberty Square 
constituting ourselves as autonomous political beings engaged in non-violent civil 
disobedience and building solidarity based on mutual respect, acceptance, and love.  It is 
from these reclaimed grounds that we say to all Americans and to the world, 
Enough!  How many crises does it take?  We are the 99% and we have moved to reclaim 
our mortgaged future. Through a direct democratic process, we have come together as 
individuals and crafted these principles of solidarity, which are points of unity that 
include but are not limited to: 

 Engaging in direct and transparent participatory democracy; 
 Exercising personal and collective responsibility; 
 Recognizing individuals’ inherent privilege and the influence it has on all 

interactions; 
 Empowering one another against all forms of oppression; 
 Redefining how labor is valued; 
 The sanctity of individual privacy; 
 The belief that education is human right; and 
  Making technologies, knowledge, and culture open to all to freely access, create, 

modify, and distribute. (amendment passed by consensus 2/9/2012) 
 
We are daring to imagine a new socio-political and economic alternative that offers 
greater possibility of equality.  We are consolidating the other proposed principles of 
solidarity, after which demands will follow. 
 
1 The Working Group on Principles of Consolidation continues to work through the other proposed 
principles to be incorporated as soon as possible into this living document. 
This is an official document crafted by the Working Group on Principles of Consolidation. The New York 
City General Assembly came to consensus on September 23rd to accept this working draft and post it 
online for public consumption. 
 
                                http://www.nycga.net/resources/principles-of-solidarity/ 
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APPENDIX C.  OCCUPY WALL STREET STATEMENT OF AUTONOMY 
Passed by the General Assembly at Occupy Wall Street 

Occupy Wall Street is a people’s movement. It is party-less, leaderless, by the people and 
for the people. It is not a business, a political party, an advertising campaign or a 
brand.  It is not for sale. 

We welcome all, who, in good faith, petition for a redress of grievances through non-
violence.  We provide a forum for peaceful assembly of individuals to engage in 
participatory as opposed to partisan debate and democracy.  We welcome dissent. 

Any statement or declaration not released through the General Assembly and made public 
online at www.nycga.net should be considered independent of Occupy Wall Street. 
We wish to clarify that Occupy Wall Street is not and never has been affiliated with any 
established political party, candidate or organization.  Our only affiliation is with the 
people. 

The people who are working together to create this movement are its sole and mutual 
caretakers.  If you have chosen to devote resources to building this movement, especially 
your time and labor, then it is yours. 

Any organization is welcome to support us with the knowledge that doing so will mean 
questioning your own institutional frameworks of work and hierarchy and integrating our 
principles into your modes of action. 

SPEAK WITH US, NOT FOR US. 

Occupy Wall Street values collective resources, dignity, integrity and autonomy above 
money.  We have not made endorsements.  All donations are accepted anonymously and 
are transparently allocated via consensus by the General Assembly or the Operational 
Spokes Council. 

We acknowledge the existence of professional activists who work to make our world a 
better place.  If you are representing, or being compensated by an independent source 
while participating in our process, please disclose your affiliation at the outset.  Those 
seeking to capitalize on this movement or undermine it by appropriating its message or 
symbols are not a part of Occupy Wall Street. 

We stand in solidarity.  We are Occupy Wall Street. 

REF: http://www.nycga.net/resources/statement-of-autonomy 
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APPENDIX D. PRIMARY DATA COLLECTION: RECORDED STREAMS SUMMARY 

TUESDAY – FEB. 28, 2012                          
 
Don’t Suppress OWS march in NYC  
(recorded 4 sources)                   7:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
 

 1. Occupello Union Square Rally, March to Liberty Park 
2. TimCast Union Square Rally, March to Liberty Park 
3. Global Revolution Rebroadcast TimCast 
4. OccupyUnity Rebroadcast Global Revolution 

 

WED. – FEB. 29, 2012                               
 
Shut Down the Corporations & ALEC 
(4 recordings from various sources)    10am – 6pm 
 

   
1. Various Independent Streams                                                 10am – 3pm 
     1.1  TimCast New York City - Midtown march to Pfiser, Wells Fargo 

(Morning)                                           
     1.2  OccupyPhoenix State Capital Building March        
     1.3  TimCast New York City – Bank of America Teach In at Bryant Park  

(Afternoon) 
 
2. Various Aggregators + One Independent Streams                   Noon – 4:10 pm 
    2.1 Ustream Superchannel  Feed                                                

       2.1.1  Unknown VG NYC morning march                             
       2.1.2  Freedom LA Riverside, CA – Shut Down Wal-Mart    
        2.1.3  OccupyPittsburg City Transit Meeting Direct Action –  

to block fare rate increase                      
     2.2 Global Revolution – LiveStream                                         
         2.2.1 Roll-In  Info-mercial type program about worker owned businesses 

Ryan Harvey –  Singer Guitar  
         2.2.2 FreedomLA  Riverside CA – Shut Down Wal-Mart                                               

                                             Poor audio 
         2.2.3 TimCast  

Loss of Signal 
Cont.: March back to Bryant Park    
                                                   

     2.3  Global Revolution – LiveStream     Split Screen                    

         2.3.1  Freedom LA                 Riverside action with aggressive police response 
         2.3.2  Cuidad Real                 Uncertain - looks like University of Valencia 
      2.4 FreedomLA Direct Feed from Police Action in Riverside 
3. Occupy Seattle                                                                    Noon – 1:30 
   3.1   OccupySeattle Rebroadcasting Occupy Portland feed until plug in failure 

 
4. Portland                                                                            11:00 – 6:00 
  4.1  OccupyPortland Recasting Global Revolution             

      SplitScreens include: Spain, Nashville, LA 
 

   4.2  BrazenBeauty Portland Rally & March             Complete 
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FRIDAY, MARCH 2, 2012      (2 RECORDINGS)                BETWEEN 4:00 PM – 8:30 PM 

 
 1. Global Revolution 

 
Miscellaneous Roll-In of  pre-recorded programs: 
 Palestinian documentary,  
 A Creative Commons infomercial 
 OccupyNewHampshirePrimaries – several videos 
 Citizen Journalist Tutorial – Principally for LVS 

videographers 
 Teach-In at Zuccotti about AgriBusiness 
 Speeches by Farmers 
 Footage from the attempt to reoccupy a vacant lot in 

Manhattan. Shows an Episcopal Bishop and other 
religious leaders scaling a fence 

 Anonymous promotional piece 
 Pranksters on Wall Street 

  
2. Two Events 
  2.1 Occupy Austin (live) 

 
A small march of three dozen teachers, parents and others 
marching in solidarity to the Texas Dept. of Education to 
protest standardized tests and private elementary schools in 
Texas 

   2.2  Occupy Rochester GA meeting 
 

TUESDAY, MARCH 6, LVS  
  

Interview with Charlie Hardy at  Occupy Trenton 
Statehouse  12:35 – 1:20 pm * 

  
All times are Central Standard Time –CST. 
Italics = Independent Occupy LVS videographers. They identify themselves as citizen journalists on the 
recordings. 
* Institutional Review Board approved at the University of Texas at Austin.  FWA #00002030 – Protocol 
Number 2012-01-0059.  
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APPENDIX E.  CODING CATEGORIES 

Video content was coded for the following types of information: 

1. Location & General Descriptions 
o Type of activity (general assembly or working group meeting, direct action event, 

cultural event, teach-in, roll-in of pre-recorded video, political or public 
information, generalized social activity – riding the subway, hanging out, etc),  

o Duration of activity,  
o Time of day 
o Frame composition – LS, ELS, CU 
o Individual or group main content within the frame 
o Location/origination of the feed (an occupy encampment, a local bank, political 

site, etc)  
o Number of viewers for different segments (if possible) 
o Switched or static. That is, does the scene switch between camera sources in a 

single location or between locations (for example, LA to Miami) as with the 
aggregate sites? 
o General description of the action. For example: The police are forcing the 

protesters behind a fence using their shields, videographer falls 
down/stumbles to the ground,  

o Groups of people in red wigs are waiting around for the meeting to begin 
talking about yesterday’s rain 

o LS of park at night. People playing cards and listening to music. 

2. Who is creating the video? 
o Producer/videographer, 
o Gender of the videographer, 
o Type of device used by the videographer 
o Producer’s involvement (VO/narrator, interviewer, passive observer),  
o Interactive suggestions/responses to solicit communications from the distant 

audience to the videographer (twitter feeds, chats, phone) 

3. The Scene 
o Who do we see? Age, ethnicity, sex. 
o What are they doing? 
o What languages do you hear? 
o Signage – Chants 
o Clothes / Appearance 
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4. Ethnographic Content 
Video content will also be qualitatively analyzed as a cultural artifact to capture 

the symbolic coding and encoding (between movement members and within the 

videographer activists social network). The hours of video images and sounds allowed us 

to perform preliminary research toward a thicker description of the social and symbolic 

“scene” and culture which surrounds the videographers. As Geertz describes it “the 

dynamic site of experience, struggle and meaning.” (Geertz, 1973) 
To do this, transcripts also included the following type of information: 

o Comments on the chat feed – political, casual/social as percent when possible. 
o Comments to the camera from passersby – political, casual/social, 

organizational. 
o Comments made on camera and from videographers in YouTube interviews 

about how it feels to be part of the movement.  
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APPENDIX F. FEBRUARY 29 EVENTS LIST 

#F29 Actions Across the World 
 Posted 1 month ago on Feb. 29, 2012, 5:05 p.m. EST by OccupyWallSt 
 http://occupywallst.org/article/live-f29-actions-across-world/  
 
Today, protests are underway in cities across the world. For background on why we're 
occupying to Shut Down The Corporations and the American Legislative Exchange 
Council, see here. Follow @F29PDX, @OccupyWallSt, @OWSTactical, #F29 (#29F for 
European actions), and #ALEC on Twitter.  
 
Because there are large numbers of decentralized actions today, we will do our best to 
make updates and include links to individual livestreams below. 

                             
The First Frame of the Occupy Livestream posted (in this position)  

on the occupywallst.org website – February 29, 2012. 
 
Updated, 3/1:Via Shut Down the Corporations: 
 
As an overview, the actions today varied from sit-ins and pickets to street theater and 
banner drops. There were many creative actions including a foreclosure on Citibank, a 
“Corporate Debutant Ball” in Salt Lake City, teach-ins in Norman, OK and Naples, FL, 
actions targeting Pfizer, the Koch Brothers and Bank of America in New York, and a 
delicious Ice Cream Bloc in Oakland. Three distribution centers of Wal-Mart were shut 
down in a coordinated southern California action, as well as the World Corporate 
Headquarters of Pfizer in Connecticut. Further ALEC corporations targeted included 
Monsanto in Washington D.C., AT&T in Kansas City, MO and Atlanta, an action at the 
BP trial in New Orleans, Bank of America in Charlotte, PNM in Alburqurque, Altria in 
Richmond, and Peabody Coal in St. Louis. Dozens of other cities took action as part of 
F29 including Denver, Minneapolis, Louisville, Winston-Salem, and many others. We 
are proud to say the tone of the actions today remained jubilant and focused even in the 
face of police repression. 
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Live Updates 
9:00AM EST, March 1st: Here are a few more highlights we missed from yesterday's highly successful 

mobilizations: Four people were arrested in Kansas City while occupying an AT&T building; 
Occupiers joined indigenous communities to protest land theft and ecological abuses at 
a Nevada coal plant; at least one person was arrested in Denver after protests against 
pharmaceutical corporations; New Orleans protested at the BP trial; three Portland protesters 
chained themselves to a Wells Fargo after 1000s marched on several ALEC-affiliated 
corporations; and so much more! 

5:40PM EST: via @F29PDX: "Here's what's happening now: March in Las Vegas; direct action in 
Rockland, MA; march in Norfolk, VA; Rally in Gainesville, FL, rally and march in Phoenix, AZ; 
Rally in Minneapolis, MN; protest against Fletcher-Daniels in Kansas City, MO; and march in 
Portland! Follow Shut Down the Corporationsfor more updates tonight. 

5:10PM EST: Two arrested at huge march in Portland. Occupy Las Vegas shuts down Walmart. 

4:20PM EST: UC-Davis protesters shut down a U.S. Bank. Heavy police presence in Portland as police 
on motorcycles and bicycles try to cut off march and force protesters onto sidewalks. Some 
Occupiers have broken through police lines. Crowd estimated in 1000s. (Portland 
livestream). Oakland is off to shut down some banks. (Oakland livestream). Occupy DC has 
returned to Walmart construction site to continue protest. 

3:50PM EST: General Assembly underway at occupied university in Barcelona. Anti-ALEC demos 
getting started in more cities and towns across the US. Occupiers in New Hampshire will target 
Koch brother-funded Americans for Prosperity. Numbers grow in Portland despite rain. 
Occupy Boston heading to City Hall to demand: "No HIKES! No CUTS! No Layoffs" in public 
transit at 6pm. 

3:10PM EST: Police attack retreating Walmart protesters in SoCal, who had already declared victory by 
shutting down all targets. Some arrested while falling back as police rush forward with pepper 
guns loaded. Some Occupiers injured and seen limping away from police line. Others being 
treated by medics for bruises from baton strikes. Crowd dwindling as most protesters leave, some 
running to their cars. 

2:50PM EST: Police move in on SoCal protesters with batons drawn, push back and begin kettling 
protesters. Police seen on livestream cutting off escape routes, using unnecessary force against 
protesters who are trying to follow dispersal orders, and aiming pepper-ball guns at nonviolent 
protesters. Crowds also assembling inPortland. 
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2:10PM EST: Standoff continues at Walmart warehouse in SoCal. via Occupy The Hood LA:   
@OTH_LosAngeles Keep in mind Riot Gear police came in while Occupy protesters were having 
a block party with music and discussion #PoliceState #FTP. 

2:00PM EST: Occupy Oakland will rally at noon PST ar Snow Park to shut down the banks, and 6pm 
PST at Oscar Grant Park for a Funeral for Capitalism. OWS NYC continues to occupy Bryant 
Park in front of BoA tower. Eight arrests were made outside Pfizer R&D facility 
in Connecticut after multiple CT Occupations protest. Actions have also begun 
across Arizona, Utah, and New Mexico targeting ALEC's connection to racist anti-immigrant 
legislation and for-profit prisons. (Phoenix livestream) 

1:30PM EST: Peaceful SoCal demo has been declared "unlawful" by riot cops who have kettled protesters 
and given dispersal orders despite being surrounded on all sides. In NYC, protesters run up to 
AT&T to decry anti-union policies. 

1:10PM EST: Banner drop at Grand Central overpass in NYC (photo) 

1:04PM EST: Protesters put bed in middle of intersection (photo) at 43rd st. and Madison Ave 
in NYC. Who are you in bed with? (Twitter) (Facebook) 

1:00PM EST: Riot police have surrounded anti-Wal Mart demo in SoCal, where protesters have been 
celebrating and listening to music in the intersection after shutting down all targeted warehouses. 

12:30PM EST: Actions starting in dozens more US cities, including Huntsville, Dayton, New Brunswick, 
Nashville, Buffalo, Albany, Richmond, Eugene, Louisville, Pensacola, Albuquerque, New 
Orleans, Charlotte, and more. Reports of arrests at BoA HQ in NYC as police aggressively push 
back protesters. 

12:00PM EST: Large crowd in Pittsburgh protesting drastic cuts in public transit system, including 
potential shut-down of 35% of services, half of all routes, and 500 jobs. (Pittsburgh 
livestream). Orlando begins march on BoA. (Orlando livestream). 

11:30AM EST: In Spain, massive protests still underway in Valencia and other cities. (Barcelona 
livestream). Teach-in underway in Bryant Park in front of Citibank discussing toxic loans, 
foreclosure, & bank crimes as Wells Fargo gets eviction notices in NYC. Anti-Walmart protesters 
continue to hold intersections in SoCal. 

11:20AM EST: Rally in Portland will begin 11:30am PST at SW Naito Pkwy & Ankeny. Currently PDX 
bike swarm is preparing for actions. 

11:00AM EST: DC will regroup at Walmart construction site (Georgia & Missouri NW) at 3pm, and at 
Friendship Heights metro at 7pm. Pfizer HQ in NYC completely surrounded by police barricades, 
area around shut down by massive police presence and protesters. March now headed back to 
Bryant Park to prepare for BoA shutdown.SoCal has shutdown a third Walmart distro center, 
reports "all targeted warehouses closed for the day." Austinbegins "evict Monsanto" rally. 

10:20AM EST: Reports that 2nd warehouse in SoCal is closed! Atlanta begins protest in front of AT&T. 
March inNYC arrives at Pfizer (43rd & 3rd), police have set up a kettle. Protesters, joined by 
doctors for universal health care, are taking the street instead. 

10:10AM EST: 10 arrests and Monsanto on lock-down in DC. Police seen barricading Bank of America 
tower in preparation for demo in NYC. 

9:50AM EST: In NYC, march leaves Bryant Park to shut down Pfizer. (NYC Livestream). In So. Cal, 
Occupiers report one Walmart warehouse closed for the day, now marching to 2nd warehouse. 



 124 

In Europe, unions and labor groups in every EU state begin actions against austerity 
in Brussels and elsewhere. 

9:45AM EST: 400 people from multiple Southern California Occupations including LA, Long Beach, 
Orange County, and Riverside begin march to shut down Walmart distribution centers in support 
of non-union warehouse workers. (SoCal Livestream). 

9:30AM EST: Student protests have erupted across Spain. The University of Valencia is being occupied 
by students engaged in a weeks-long campaign to stop cuts and austerity. Students in Valencia 
were violently attacked by police during peaceful protests in recent weeks. Solidarity 
demonstrations have also spread in Barcelona, Madrid, and many other cities. In the U.S., arrests 
already reported in Washington, DC as Occupiersblock entrances at Monsanto HQ. 
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APPENDIX G. EARLIEST DAYS OF THE OCCUPY WEB ECOLOGY 
Twitter accounts Twitter Hashtags 

@OccupyWallStNYC 
@OccupyArrests 
@OccupyTogether 
@OccupyWallSt 
@OccupyEarth 
@OccupyGlobally 
@OccupyArmy 
@NYCGA_Info 
@Op_ESR 
@Other98                 @OccupyEarth 
@Anon_Central 
@OccupyIdeas 

#WeAre99 
#globalrevolution 
#occupy 
#WhyOccupy 
#WhyIOccupy 
#LibertyPlaza                #ows 
#SpokesCouncil 
#Sept17                          #A99 
#occupythecircle 
#OccupyCUNY 
#OccupyNYU 
#occupybrooklyn 

#OccupyQueens 
#OccupyHarlem 
#99p             #OccupyNYC 
#OccupyNewYork 
#99Percent 
#Oct22            #NYPD 
#OccupyTogether 
#OccupyArrests #PeoplesMic 
#OccupyAdvice 
#ConcreteIdeas 
#NeedsoftheOccupiers 
#ZuccottiPark 

Website URLs 
http://www.adbusters.org/campaigns/occupywallstreet 
http://www.nycga.net 
http://opesr.net/ 
http://libertyandbroadway.blogspot.com/ 
http://peopleslibrary.wordpress.com/ 
http://www.parentsforoccupywallst.com/ 
http://www.flickr.com/groups/ows_screenprinting/pool 
http://takethesquare.net/ 
http://joaap.org/webspecials/dispatches.html 
http://occupygovernment.org/ 
http://occupywallst.org/ 
http://thirdcoastconspiracy.wordpress.com/2011/10/26/against-outrage/ 

Livestreams 
http://www.livestream.com/occupynyc 
http://www.livestream.com/occupywallstnyc 
http://www.livestream.com/globalrevolution 

Facebook Pages 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/US-Day-of-Rage/199185230105826 
http://www.facebook.com/groups/OccupyWallStreetGroup/ 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/OccupyWallStreet/281739078504167 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Occupy-NYC/258227367555895 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Occupy-NYC/162966180460277 
http://www.facebook.com/Gilded.Age 
http://www.facebook.com/operationoccupy 
http://www.facebook.com/OccupyMSM 
http://www.facebook.com/occupyeverywhere 
http://www.facebook.com/OccupyAmerica 
http://www.facebook.com/OccupyTogether 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/US-Day-of-Rage/199185230105826 
 
This is a partial map of the early ecology of Occupy’s web presence. Compiled by the Occupy Archive 
working group during very early stages of the movement. Downloaded on Dec. 28, 2011 from the 
following website: 
                      http://www.nycga.net/groups/the-occupy-wallstreet-archives/docs/ows-media-links 
 



 126 

 
 

 Bibiliography 

BOOKS AND JOURNALS 
Atton, C. (2002). “Approaching Alternative Media: Theory and Methodology.” 

Alternative Media. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. Pp. 7-31 

Atton, C. (2003). “Infoshops in the Shadow of the State.” In N. Couldry & J Curran 
(Eds.) Contesting Media Power: Alternative Media in the Networked World. 
Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield. Pp. 243-257. 

Aufderheide, P. (2000). The Daily Planet: A critic on the capitalist culture beat. 
Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press. 

Appadurai, Arjun, (1990). “Disjuncture and difference in the global cultural economy.” 
Public Culture, 2:2. 

Benjamin, W. (1969). “The work of art in the age of mechanical reproductions.” In 
Illuminations. New York, NY:Schocken Books. Pp. 217-51. 

Benkler, Y. (2006). The Wealth of  Networks : How Social Production Transforms 
Markets and Freedom. New Haven, CN:Yale University Press. 

Bennett, L. (2003). “Communicating Global Activism: Strengths and vulnerabilities of 
Networked Politics.” Information, Communication & Society. 6(2). Pp.143-168. 

Bernstein, J., Mishel, L., Brocht, C. (2000). “Any way you cut it: Income inequality on 
the rise regardless of how it is measured.” Report for Economic Policy Institute. 
Accessed 3/27/2010: 
http://www.epi.org/publication/briefingpapers_inequality_inequality/  

Blair, E. (2011). “Cultural Common Ground Gets Harder to Come By.” NPR story 
accessed on the web 1/2012 at 
http://www.npr.org/2011/01/24/133182903/cultural-common-ground-getting-
harder-to-come-by 

Boler, M. (2010). Digital Media and Democracy: Tactics in Hard Times. Cambridge, 
MA:MIT Press. 

Bosch, T. (2010). “Theorizing Citizen’s Media: A Rhizomatic Approach” in Making our 
Media: Volume One: Creating New Communication Spaces. Trenton NJ: 
Hampton Press. 



 127 

Brooten, L. & Hadl, G. (2010). “Gender and Hierarchy: A case study of the independent 
media center network” in Making our Media: Volume One: Creating New 
Communication Spaces. Pp. 203-222. Trenton NJ: Hampton Press.  

Buell, J. (2011). “Occupy Wall Street’s Democratic Challenge.” Theory and Event 14(4). 
Supplement. Johns Hopkins University Press. Retrieved April 24, 2012, from 
Project MUSE database. 

Burgess, J. and Green, J., (2009). YouTube. Malden, MA: Polity Press. 

Cammaerts, B. & Carpentier, N., (2007). Reclaiming the Media: Communication Rights 
and Democratic Media Roles. Bristol, UK:Intellect Press. 

Campbell, S. and Park, Y.J. (2009).  “Social Implications of Mobile Telephony: The Rise 
of Personal Communication Society.” Sociology Compass 2/2 (2008). Pp. 371-
387. 

Caporael, L. and Bo X. (2003). ‘Breaking Time and Place: Mobile Technologies and 
Reconstituted Identities.’ In J. Katz (Ed.) Machines that Become Us: The Social 
Context of Communication Technology. New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction 
Publishers. Pp. 219–32 

Castells, M. (2011a, b, c). Three lectures at Cambridge University. All are available from 
the following link: http://www.sms.cam.ac.uk/media/1189139 

Castells, M. (2009). Communication Power. New York: Oxford University Press. 

Castells, M. (2007). “Communication, Power and Counter-power in the Network 
Society.” International Journal of Communication 1. Pp. 238-266.  

Castells, M. (2004a). The Mobile Communication Society. Report for the International 
Workshop on Wireless Communications Policies and Prospects. University of 
Southern California. Los Angeles, CA. 

Castells, M. (2004b). The Network Society. MA: Blackwell Publishers. 

Chalfen, R. (1987). Snapshot Versions of Life. Bowling Green, OH: Bowling Green State 
University Press. 

Choi, J.; Johnson, D.W.; Johnson, R.T. (2011). "Relationships Among Cooperative 
Learning Experiences, Social Interdependence, Children’s Aggression, 
Victimization, and Prosocial Behaviors.” Journal of Applied Social 
Psychology 41. Pp. 976–1003. 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.ezproxy.lib.utexas.edu/doi/10.1111/j.1559-
1816.2011.00744.x/full  

Cleaver, H. (retrieved 1/2012.) ‘The Zapatista Effect: The Internet and the rise of an 
alternative political fabric.”  http://libcom.org/library/zapatista-effect-cleaver  



 128 

Couldry, N. & Curran, J., editors (2003). Contesting Media Power: Alternative Media in 
a Networked World. Oxford, England:Rowman & Littlefield Publishing, Inc. 

Couldry, N. (2003). Media Rituals: A Critical Approach. London, UK:Routledge. 

Couldry N. (2003b). “Passing Ethonographies: Rethinking the Sites of Agency and 
Reflexivity in a Mediated World.” In P. Murphy and M. Kraidy (eds), Global 
Media Studies: Ethnographic Perspectives. London, UK:Routledge. 

Couldry, N. (2005). “The Individual Point of View: Learning from Bourdieu’s The 
Weight of the World.” Cultural Studies: Critical Methodologies. 5(3). Pp. 354-72 

Coston, J. (1999) “Grassroots Organizations and Influencing Public Policy processes: 
lessons from Around the World.”  International Journal of Organization Theory 
and Behavior, Vol. 2, Nos. 1 & 2 (January/February 1999). Pp. 1-26. 

Coyer, K., Downunt, T., and Fountain, A. (2007). The Alternative Media Handbook. New 
York, NY:Routledge. 

Comor, E. (Ed.) (1994) The global political economy of communication. New York: St. 
Martin’s press. 

Cormiotto, T. & Wilson, R. (2003). The Next 5 Minutes: international festival of tactical 
media September 11-14, 2003. Amsterdam NT: De Balie. 

Dean, J., (2010a). Democracy and Other Neoliberal Fantasies. Durham, NC: Duke 
University Press. 

Dean, J., (2010b) “Communicative Capitalism: Circulation and the Foreclosure of 
Politics.” In M. Boler (Ed.) Digital Media and Democracy: Tactics in Hard 
Times. Cambridge, MA:MIT Press. 

Deibert, R. (2010). “Black Code Redux: Censorship, Surveillance and the Militarization 
of Cyberspace.” M. Boler (Ed) Digital Media and Democracy: Tactics in Hard 
Times. Cambridge, MA:MIT Press. Pp. 138, 157. 

Deluca, K.M. & Peeples, J. (2010). “From public sphere to public screen: democracy, 
activism, and the “violence” of Seattle.” Critical Studies in Media 
Communication, 19:2. Pp. 125-151. 

Deutsch, M. (1949). "A theory of cooperation and competition.” Human Relations 2.   
Pp. 129–152. 

Dougherty, A. (2010). “New Medium, New Practice: Civic Production in Live-Streaming 
Mobile Video.”  MS Thesis for MIT.  1/9/2012: 
http://dspace.mit.edu.ezproxy.lib.utexas.edu/bitstream/handle/1721.1/59571/6702
23180.pdf?sequence=1  



 129 

Downing, J. with Ford, T.V., Gil, G. & Stein, L. (2001). Radical Media: Rebellious 
communication and social movements. Thousand Oaks, CA.: Sage Publications 

Downing, J. (2003). “The Independent Media Center Movement and the Anarchist 
Socialist Tradition.” In N. Couldry & J Curran (Eds.). Contesting Media Power: 
alternative Media in the Networked World. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield. 
Pp. 243-257. 

Durham, M.G., Kellner, D.M. (Eds.) (2006). Media and Cultural Studies Key Works. 
Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing. 

Dunn, A. (2010). “Public as Politician? The improvised hierarchies of participatory 
influence of the April 6th Youth Movement Facebook Group.” Paper for CRASSH 
Conference – New Media and Alternative Political Spaces. October, 2010. 

Dryfus, H. (2001). On the Internet. New York, NY: Routledge. 

Earl, J. and Kimport, K. (2011). Digitally Enabled Social Change. Cambridge, MA:MIT 
Press. 

Fiske, J. (1990).  Introduction to Communication Studies. London, UK:Routledge. 

Friere, P. (1970). Pedagogy of the Oppressed. New York: Continuum. 

Giddens, A. (1984). The Construction of Society (9th Edition). Cambridge UK:Pollity 
Press. Pp. 99-112. 

Gergen, K. (2008). “Mobile communications and the transformation of democratic 
process.” In Katz, James (Ed.), Handbook of mobile communications studies. 
Cambridge MA:MIT Press.  

Geertz, C. (1973). The Interpretation of Cultures. New York, NY: Basic Books. Inc.  
Pg.  135-139. 

Gessen, K. (2011). “Laundry Day.” Scenes from Occupied America. Brooklyn, NY:N+1. 

Glotz, P. Bertschi, S., Locke, C. (Editors) (2005). Thumb Culture: The Meaning of 
Mobile Phones for Society. London, UK:Transaction Publishers. 

Graeber, M. (2011). “Enacting the Impossible: Making Decisions by Consensus.” In S. 
van Gelder and YES! Magazine Staff (Eds.) This Changes Everything. San 
Francisco, CA : Berrett-Koehler Publishers, Inc. 

Gregory, S. (2009). “The Participatory Panopticon and Human Rights: Witness’ 
Experience Supporting Video Advocacy.” Proceedings of ICA: Exploring the 
past, anticipating the future. 



 130 

Habermas, J. (1984). Theory of Communicative Action. Translator: Thomas McCarthy. 
Boston: Beacon Press. 

Habermas, J. (1989). The structural transformation of the public sphere. Cambridge, 
MA: MIT. 

Hacker, J.S. and Pierson, P. (2010). Winner-Take-All Politics: How Washington Made 
the Rich Richer – And Turned it’s Back on the Middle Class. New York NY: 
Simon-Schuster. 

Hall, S. (1980). “Encoding /decoding.” In S. Hall, D. Hobson, A. Love, and P. Willis 
(Eds.), Culture, Media, Language. London, UK: Hutchinson. Pp. 128-38. 

Hardt, M. & Negri, A., (2000a). Empire. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 

Hardt, M. & Negri, A., (2000b). Multitude. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 

Hardt, M. & Negri, A. (2012). “What to expect in 2012.” Adbusters Magazine, December 
8, 2011. http://www.adbusters.org/magazine/99/under-no-illusions.html 

Heinonen, A., Makinen, M., Ridell, S., Martikainen, A., Haittu, M., Sirkkunen, E., 
(2001). Locality in the Global Net. Tampereen:University of Tampere Press. 

Huesca, R. (2002). “Participatory Approaches to Communication for Development.” In 
W. Gudykunst and B. Mody (Eds.) Handbook of International and Intercultural 
Communication. Thousand Oaks, CA:Sage Publications. Pp. 499. 

Hindman, M. (2009).  The Myth of Digital Democracy. Princeton, NJ: Princeton 
University Press. 

International Telecommunications Union (2011). “Measuring the information society: 
The ICT development index.” Geneva, SZ: International Telecommunications 
Union. ICT Free Statistics Home Page.  http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/ict/statistics/  

Ito, M. (2005). “Intimate Visual Co-Presence.” University of Southern California. 
Published on the web at: http://www.spasojevic.org/pics/PICS/ito.ubicomp05.pdf  

Jenkins, H., (2009). “What happened before YouTube.” In YouTube: Online video and 
participatory culture. Cambridge: Polity Press. 

Johnson, D. W., & Johnson, R. T. (2000). Teaching students to be peacemakers: Results 
of twelve years of research. Available at: http://www.co-operation.org/wp-
content/uploads/2011/01/Peace-Ed-Salomon-09.pdf.  Pp. 226-227) 

Johnson, R.T., & Johnson, D.W. (1999). “2: Building Community through Cooperative 
Learning.”  Theory into Practice 38. Pp. 67–73. 



 131 

Johnson, D. W.; Johnson, R. (2005). "New developments in social interdependence 
theory.” Psychology Monographs  131. Pp. 285–358. 

Johnson, R.T.; Johnson, D.W. (2009). .” Educational Researcher 38(5). Pp. 366–367. 

Johnston, H. and Noakes, J. (Eds.) (2005). Frames of Protest. Lanham, MY: Rowman 
Littlefield 

Jones, J. & Martin, R. (2010). “Crypto-Heirarchy and its Discontents: Indymedia in the 
U.K.” In C. Rodriquez, D. Kidd, & L. Stein (Eds.) Making Our Media: Global 
Initiatives Toward a Democratic Public Sphere. Vol. One: Creating New 
Communication Spaces. Cresskill, NJ : Hampton Press. 

Juris, J. S. (2008). Networking Futures. Durham, NC: Duke University Press.  

Juris, J. S. (2005, Jan). “The New Digital Media and Activist Networking with Anti-
Corporate Globalization Movements.” ANNALS of the American Academy of 
Political and Social Science, 597. Pp. 189-208. 

Juris, J. S. (2008). “Performing politics: Image, embodiment, and affective solidarity 
during anti-corporate globalization protests.” In Ethnography 2008(9). Pp. 61. 
Sage Publications 

Katz, James E. and Mark A. Aakhus (eds.) (2003). “Introduction.” Perpetual Contact: 
Mobile Communication, Private Talk, Public Performance. Cambridge, UK: 
Cambridge University Press. Pp. 67-72. 

Kahn, R. & Kellner, D. (2004). “New Media and Internet Activism: From the Battle of 
Seattle to Blogging”, New Media and Society 6(1). Pp. 87-95. 

Kaufman, L.A. (2011). “The Theology of Consensus.” Scenes from Occupied America. 
Brooklyn, NY:N+1. 

Kidd, D. (2003). “The independent media center: A new model.”  Media Development 4. 
Retrieved 12/2011 from www.waccglobal.org/en/20034-indymedia/619-The-
Independent-Media-Center-A-new-model.html 

Kidd, D. (2007). “The Global Movements to Transform Communication.” In K. Coyer, 
T. Dowmunt, A. Fountain (Eds.). The Alternative Media Handbook. London, 
UK:Routledge. 

Kindberg, T.; Spasojevic, M.; Fleck, R.; Sellen, A.;  (2005). “The ubiquitous camera: an 
in-depth study of camera phone use.” Pervasive Computing, IEEE 4:2. Pp. 42-50. 
Hewlett-Packard Labs, Bristol, UK.  

Klein, N. (2011). “Occupy a Forum.” In What is Occupy? Inside the Global Movement. 
DesMoines, IA: TIME Books. Pp.52 



 132 

Koskinen, I.K. & Repo, R. (2006). “Personal Technology in Public Places: Face and 
Mobile Video.” Helsinki, FN: National Consumer Research Center.  

Koskinen, I.K., (2007). Mobile Multimedia in Action. New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction 
Publishing. 

Kroll, A. (2011). “How Occupy Wall Street Really Got Started.” In S. van Gelder and 
YES! Magazine Staff (Eds.) This Changes Everything. San Francisco, CA: 
Barrett-Koehler Publishers, Inc. Pp 16-21. 

Lessig, L., (2008). Remix. London:Penguin. 

Lessig, L., (2004). Free Culture. New York: Penguin. 

Ling, R. (2004). The Mobile Connection: The Cell Phone’s Impact on Society. San 
Francisco, CA: Morgan Kaufmann Publishers. Pp. 21-34, 76-82. 

Ling, R. & Campbell, S. (2009).  The reconstruction of space and time: Mobile 
communication practices. New Brunswick, Canada: Transaction Publishers. Pp. 
3-5, 10-13.  

Mackay, H., Maples, W., Reynolds, P., (2001). Investigating the Information Society. 
London, UK: Open University Press. 

Mackenzie, A. (2010). Wirelessness. Cambridge MA: MIT Press. 

Maharawal, M. (2011). “Standing Up.” Scenes from Occupied America. Brooklyn, 
NY:N+1. 

Mann, S., Nolan, J., Wellman, B. (2002). “Sousveillance: Inventing and Using Wearable 
Computing Devices for Data Collection in Surveillance Environments.” 
Surveillance and Society1(3). Pp. 331-355. 

Mayer, J., diPaolo, M., Salovey, P., (1990). “Perceiving Affective Content in Ambiguous 
Visual Stimuli: A Component of Emotional Intelligence.” Journal of Personality 
Assessment, 54(3&$). Pp. 772-781. 

Mayo, M. (2006). Global Citizens : Social Movements and the Challenge of 
Globalization. Toronto ON: Canadian Scholars Press Inc.  

McInerney, P. B. (2007). “Technology Movements and the Politics of Free/Open Source 
Software.” Science, Technology & Human Values, December 2007, 34. Pp. 206-
233.  

McLuhan, M. (1964). Understanding Media: The Extensions of Man. New York, NY: 
Signet. Pp. 23-35. 



 133 

Miller, V. (2010). “New Media, Networking and Phatic Culture.” In P. Nayar (Ed.) The 
New Media and Cybercultures Anthology. Chichester, UK: Wiley Blackwell 
Publishing. Pp. 534. 

Mitra, A., & Watts, E. (2002). “Theorizing cyberspace: The idea of voice applied to the 
Internet discourse.” New Media & Society, 4(4). Pp. 499-498. 

Nir, L. (2004). “Ambivalent Social Networks and Their Consequences for Participation.” 
International Journal of Public Opinion Research. 17(4). Pp. 422-442. 

Norman, D. (1988). The Design of Everyday Things. New York, NY:Basic Books. 

Polet, F. & CETRI. (2004). Globalizing Resistance: The State of Struggle. London: Pluto 
Press. 

Prokosch, M. & Raymond, L. (Eds.) (2002). The Global Activists Manual: Local Ways to 
Change the World. New York: Nation Books. 

Rauch, J. (2007). “Activists as interpretive communities: rituals of consumption and 
interaction in an alternative media audience.” Media Culture Society 29. Pp. 994-
1010.  

Renzi, A. (2008). “The Space of Tactical Media.” In M. Boler (Ed.) Digital Media & 
Democracy: Tactics in Hard Times. Cambridge, MA:MIT Press. 

Repo, P. Hyvonen, K., Pantzar, M., Timonen, P. (2003:5). Mobile Video. Helsinki FN: 
National Consumer Research Centre 
 Available at: www.ncrc.fi/files/4719/mobilevideo_2003_5.pdf 

Rheingold, H. 2008. Mobile media and political collective action. In J. Katz  (Ed.) 
Handbook of Mobile Communications Studies. Cambridge MA:MIT Press. 

Riviere, C.A. (2005). “Seeing and Writing on a Mobile Phone: New Forms of Sociability 
in Interpersonal Communications.” Proceedings of Seeing, Understanding, 
Learning in the Mobile Age. Communications in the 21st Century: The Mobile 
Information Society. Budapest, Hungary, April 28-30. 

Rodriquez, C., Kidd, D., & Stein, L. (Editors) (2010). Making Our Media: Global 
Initiatives Toward a Democratic Public Sphere. Vol. One: Creating New 
Communication Spaces. Cresskill, NJ:Hampton Press. 

Roy, A. (2011). “Forum.” What is Occupy? Inside the Global Movement. DesMoines, IA: 
TIME Books. Pp. 63. 

Saleci, Renata, (2011). The Tyranny of Choice. London UK: Profile Books. 

Scherer, M. (2011). “Taking it to the Streets.” What is Occupy? Inside the Global 
Movement. DesMoines, IA: TIME Books. Pp. 5-15. 



 134 

Sharp, G. (2010) 4th Edition. From Dictatorship to Democracy. East Boston, MA: Albert 
Einstein Institute. 

Slack, J.D. & Wise, J.M. (2007). Culture + Technology: A Primer. New York, NY: Peter 
Lang Publishing.  

Stein, L. & Gloria, K. (2011). “Information, Communication and ICTs in Social Change: 
Experiences of the Human Rights Movement.” Paper in progress. 

Stein, L. (2009a). “Social Movement Web Use in Theory and Practice: A Content 
Analysis of US Movement Websites.” New Media and Society, 11(5). Pp. 749-71. 

Sitrin, M. (2011). “One No, Many Yeses.” Scenes from Occupied America. Brooklyn, 
NY:N+1. 

Straubhaar, J., Spence, J., Tufekci, Z., Lentz, R. (2012). Inequity in the Technopolis : 
Race, Class, Gender, and the Digital Divide in Austin. Austin, TX; University of 
Texas Press. 

Sydell, L. (2011). “Anti-social Networks? We’re Just as Cliquey Online.” All Things 
Considered, NPR - broadcast Feb. 11, 2011. Accessed 1/2012 at 
http://www.npr.org/2011/02/03/133469245/anti-social-networks-were-just-as-
cliquey-online  

Tabboni, S. (1995). “The Stranger and Modernity: From Equality of Rights to 
Recognition of Difference.”  ThesisEleven 43. Pp. 17-27.  the.sagepub.com 

Tarrow, S.  (1998). Power in Movement: Social Movements and Contentious Politics. 2nd 
Edition. Cambridge UK: Cambridge University Press. 

Taylor, A., Gessen, K., n+1, Dissent, Triple Canopy, and The New Inquiry. (Eds)(2011). 
Occupy! Scenes from Occupied America. Brooklyn, NY:Verso Publishers. 

Tharoor, I. (2011). “Hands Across the World.” What is Occupy? Inside the Global 
Movement. DesMoines, IA: TIME Books. Pp. 26. 

Turkel, S. (2011). Alone Together: Why We Expect More from Technology and Less from 
Each Other. New York, NY: Basic Books. 

Tjosvold, D. (1986). “The Dynamics of Interdependence in Organizations” Human 
Relations June 1986 39. Pp. 517-540.  

Vincent, Jane 2005. ‘Emotional Attachment and Mobile Phones.’ In P. Glotz, S. Bertschi, 
and C. Locke (Eds.) Thumb Culture: The Meaning of Mobile Phones for Society. 
New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers. Pp. 117-122. 

White, S. (Ed.) (2003). Participatory Video: Images that Transform and Empower. 
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 



 135 

Williams, R. (2004). “The Cultural Contexts of Collective Action: Constraints, 
Opportunities, and the Symbolic Life of the Movements.”  In D.S. Snow, A. 
Soule, & H. Kriesi (Eds.) The Blackwell Companion to Social Movements. 
Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing. Pp 91-115. 

Zitterain, J. (2008). The Future of the Internet and How to Stop It. New Haven, CN: Yale 
University Press. 

--- “Measuring the Information Society - 2011” in The World in 2010 - International 
Telecommunications Union Report. Pp. 3-7.  
Accessed from: http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/ict/material/FactsFigures2010.pdf 

--- U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics Data:  http://data.bis.gov/timeseries/LNS14000000 

--- “Recent Economic Developments – Jan. 2009” International Monetary Fund 
Executive Summary  
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2009/01/pdf/exesum.pdf 

--- “Financial Crisis Report”  Homeland Security Permanent Subcommittee. 
http://www.hsgac.senate.gov//imo/media/doc/Financial_Crisis/FinancialCrisisRep
ort.pdf?attempt=2   

--- “USA Select: Financial and Banking Sectors Report.” 2011 U.S. Dept. of Commerce: 
www.selectusa.commerce.gov/industry-snapshots/financial-services-industry-
united-states. 

---  “The State of Working America 2008/2009.” An ongoing analysis published since 
1988 by the Economic Policy Institute. http://stateofworkingamerica.org/ 

---  “Young Voters in the 2008 Election”, Pew Research Center Publications. 
http://pewresearch.org/pubs/1031/young-voters-in-the-2008-election 

NEWSPAPERS, PERIODICALS, TELEVISION REPORTS 
Archibold, R.C., (2010, April 23). “Arizona Enacts Stringent Law on Immigration.” New 

York Times.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/24/us/politics/24immig.html?_r=1&ref=us 

Armour, S. (2009, Feb. 3). “2008 foreclosure filing set record.”  USA Today  
Accessed 3/15/2012. http://www.usatoday.com/money/economy/housing/2009-
01-14-foreclosure-record-filings_N.htm 

Brooks, D. (2012, April 9). “The Two Economies.” Opinion Pages. New York Times.  
Accessed 4/10/2012: http://www.nytimes.com/2012/04/10/opinion/brooks-the-
two-economies.html?_r=2&scp=1&sq=david percent20brooks&st=Search .  



 136 

Captain, S. (2011, Nov. 16). “Inside Occupy Wall Street’s (Kinda) Secret Media HQ.” 
WIRED. http://www.wired.com/threatlevel/2011/11/inside-ows-media-
hq/?pid=195  

Captain, S. (2011, Nov. 21). “Tim Pool and Henry Ferry: The Men Behind Occupy Wall 
Street’s Live Stream.” FastCompany.  
http://www.fastcompany.com/1796352/occupy-wall-street-tim-pool-henry-ferry 

Censky, A. (2011, Oct. 14). “A rough 10 years for the middle class.” CNNMoney 
http://money.cnn.com/2011/09/21/news/economy/middle_class_income/index.ht
m 

Chen, D. (2011, June 15). “In ‘Bloombergville’, Budget Protesters Sleep In.” New York 
Times.  

Cho, D. (2009, October 11). “Steep Losses Pose Crisis for Pensions.” Washington Post. 

Clifford, C. (2009, March 12). “Household net worth sinks $11.2 trillion.” CNN Money. 
http://money.cnn.com/2009/03/12/news/economy/flow_funds/index.htm?postvers
ion=2009031214  

Cooper, M. (2011, Jan. 5). “Pension Fund Losses Hit States Hard, Data Show.” New York 
Times. http://www.nytimes.com/2011/01/06/us/06states.html 

Goodman, A. (2011, Oct. 24). “Michael Moore & Cornel West on OWS, Iraq & the 
Progressive Discontent.” Democracy Now! 
http://www.democracynow.org/2011/10/24/michael_moore_cornel_west_on_ows   

 Harrison, L. & Kuo, L. (2012, Jan. 20). “Occupy targets banks, corporate spending.” 
Reuters. http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/01/20/us-usa-protests-occupy-
idUSTRE80J14A20120120 

Hightower, J. (2011, December 30).  “A Beacon of Social Justice?”  The Hightower 
Report, syndicated column published in the Austin Chronicle: 
http://www.austinchronicle.com/news/2011-12-30/the-hightower-report/ 

Hsu, T., (2012, April 6). “Coca-Cola-Kraft leave conservative ALEC after boycott 
launched.”  Los Angeles Times. http://www.latimes.com/business/money/la-fi-
mo-coca-cola-kraft-alec-20120406,0,5103778 

Johnson, S. (2011, Nov. 20). “Analysis: Deficit deadlock may send chill through 
markets.” Reuters. http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/11/20/us-usa-debt-
supercommittee-a-idUSTRE7AJ0VZ20111120 

Khimm,  S.  (2012,  April  27).  “Occupy  the  regulatory  system!”  Washington  Post.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-‐klein/post/occupy-‐the-‐
regulatory-‐system/2012/04/27/gIQAjo21lT_blog.html      



 137 

Krugman,  P.  (2011,  Oct.  15).  “Hopes.”    New  York  Times  Opinion1  pages.    
http://krugman.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/10/15/hopes/ 

Marantz, A. (2011, Oct. 4). “2012 – 1968?” The New York Magazine. 
http://nymag.com/news/politics/occupy-wall-street-2011-12/index1.html 

McGhee, H. (2012, Feb. 10). “Economic Malpractice and the Millenials.” Bill Moyers 
and Company. http://billmoyers.com/episode/full-show-economic-malpractice-
and-the-millennials/  

Olorunnipa, T. and Bolstad, E., (2012, April 17). “American Legislative Exchange 
Council to abandon gun rights, other social causes.” McClatchydc.com. 
http://www.mcclatchydc.com/2012/04/17/145658/american-legislative-
exchange.html 

Pous, T, (2011, Nov. 14). “Interview with Frank Miller, comic illustrator.” TIME 
NewsFeed.  http://newsfeed.time.com/2011/11/15/occupy-wall-streets-5-most-
colorful-celebrity-critics/#frank-miller 

Preston,J. (2011, Dec. 11).  “Occupy Video Showcases Live Streaming.”  New York 
Times. http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/12/business/media/occupy-movement-
shows-potential-of-live-online-video.html?_r=1 

Rose, C. (2011, August 16). “Warren Buffet on Charlie Rose.” PBS News Hour. 
http://Video.pbs.org/video/2096164335 

Sullivan, L. (2010, Oct. 28). “Prison Economics Help Drive Ariz. Immigration Law.”  
National Public Broadcasting (radio). 
http://www.npr.org/2010/10/28/130833741/prison-economics-help-drive-ariz-
immigration-law  

Thompson, C. (2011, June 28). “Clive Thompson on Establishing Rules in the Videocam 
Age.” WIRED. 
http://www.wired.com/magazine/2011/06/st_thompson_videomonitoaring/ 

Weir, B. (2012, Feb. 20). “A Trip to the iFactory: Nightline Gets an Unprecedented 
Glimpse Inside Apple’s Chinese Core” on Nightline ABC News. 
http://abcnews.go.com/International/trip-ifactory-nightline-unprecedented-
glimpse-inside-apples-chinese/story?id=15748745  

Wilch, R. (2012, April 6). “BREAKING: Intuit Out of ALEC; Coke, Kraft, Pepsi, too, 
while Koch Stands Ground.”  The Center for Media and Democracy – PR Watch. 
http://www.prwatch.org/news/2012/04/11416/breaking-intuit-out-alec-coke-kraft-
pepsi-too-while-koch-stands-ground  

--- (2011, August 16.)  “Land of the Free. Home of the Poor.”  An occasional series of 
reports. PBS News Hour. http://Video.pbs.org/video/2096164335   



 138 

--- (2012, April 4). “2012 Robosigning and Mortgage Servicing Settlement.” New York 
Times. 
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/subjects/f/foreclosures/index.
html?inline=nyt-classifier   

---  (2012, April 8) “Recession and Rebound” Wall Street Journal. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB1000142405270230377290457733249339911632
0.html?KEYWORDS=revenue+per+employee 

--- (2009, June 5) “Obama in Cairo” Los Angeles Times.  

--- (2012, March 1). “Apple petitioners tell firm to protect Chinese workers” BBC News - 
Technology.  http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-16832106 

--- (2011, Nov. 29). “US Deficit Deadlock Has Echoes of Euro Crisis.” CNBC. 
http://www.cnbc.com/id/45472576/US_Deficit_Deadlock_Has_Echoes_of_Euro_
Crisis  

--- (2011, Oct. 28). “Occupy Wall Street’ Takes A Stand Against Pretend Protesters” 
Huffington Post aggregate of stories: 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/10/28/occupy-wall-street-bans-
h_n_1044548.html   

--- (2012, March 28). “Occupy Wall Street: Surviving the winter.” Fault Lines a news 
magazine on Al-Jazeera English. 
http://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/faultlines/2012/03/201232754252617285.
html  

 --- (2012, March 21). “History of an Occupation.” Fault Lines a news magazine on Al-
Jazeera English. 
http://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/faultlines/2012/03/2012319152516497374
.html  

--- (2011, Oct. 16). Democracy Now!  

YOUTUBE VIDEOS, WEBSITES & BLOGS 
Adbusters - http://www.adbusters.org 

“Get Smart about ALEC #F29”  -
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t4kWRH0xzk8&feature=related 

Global Revolution – http://www.globalrevolution.tv 

Megan Wilson – www.meganwilson.com/sub/ 

Occupy Research – http://occupyresearch.net 

Occupy Streams – http://www.occupystreams.com 



 139 

Occupy Wall Street – http://www.occupywallst.org 

 

Occupy Wall Street Working Groups: 

 People of Color – http://www.nycga.net/groups/people-of-color-working-group/ 

 Media - http://www.nycga.net/groups/media/ 

“Project Glass: One Day …”  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9c6W4CCU9M4&feature=youtu.be 

Shut Down the Corporations (ALEC) - http://www.shutdownthecorporations.org/ 
Principle site for organizing the day of protest on Feb. 29, 2012 - #F29 
Complete list of #F29 events at: www.occupywallst.org/article/live-f29-actions-
across-world. 

Stirland, S. (2011, October 15 : 6:47pm) “Occupy Wall Street: The Revolution is Being 
Streamed.” TPMIdeaLab   Accessed 3/1/2012: 
http://idealab.talkingpointsmemo.com/2011/10/occupy-wall-street-the-revolution-
is-being-streamed.php     

Sokoler, K. (2012, Feb. 29). “Videos: NYPD Randomly Arrests Occupy Wall Street 
Protesters At Zuccotti Park.” Accessed 3/1/2012: 
http://gothamist.com/2012/02/29/video_police_arrest.php#photo-1  

Titlow, J.P. (2012, March 12). “New York Subpoenas Twitter for Occupy Wall Street 
Protester Data,” Read, Write, Web.  

RANT Trainers Collective, “History of Affinity Groups.” 
www.rantcollective.net/article.php!id=33.  

The Formal Consensus Website. Food Not Bombs Publishing.   www.consensus.net  

  

  



 140 

Vita 

Judith A. Thomas received her BFA in Theater Production in 1978 from the 

University of Texas at Austin, where she returned to complete the work for this Master of 

Arts program in the Radio-TV-Film department in 2012. Additionally, she studied video 

studio production at the BBC in London, England. She has applied her diverse set of 

skills in many capacities throughout her interesting career: teacher, writer, information 

and interaction designer, researcher, theater director-producer, video director-producer. 

As an independent businesswoman and artist for the past 25 years in Austin, TX, she has 

enjoyed the opportunity to contribute to development of the digital revolution from “the 

trenches” working on many innovative software and hardware projects for a wide range 

of clients (corporate, government, non-profit) in a variety of roles: video/media, 

information, training, human-computer interface, and interaction design.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 141 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Permanent address:  2607 Oak Crest Ave., Austin, TX, 78704.   

email: j.thomas@xozone.com 

This thesis was typed by the author. 
 
                                                
 


