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How did the Daughters of the Republic of Texas use historic preservation to help 

create and perpetuate Texas nationalism? Historic sites are an important part of creating 

and maintaining a nation-state‘s national identity, but even more so when the nation no 

longer exists. The DRT preserved and created a common Texas national history with the 

preservation and interpretation of the Alamo and the French Legation Museum. The 

Alamo is the principal symbol of the Texas identity. Before the Alamo was a place of 

state and national reverence, before it was a battle site, before it was the Alamo, it was a 

Spanish mission, San Antonio de Valero. Yet, the Daughters of the Republic of Texas 

reconstructed the history of the mission so as to include only the thirteen days (February 

23- March 6, 1836) when it was the site of one of the most important and well-known 

battles in the War for Texas Independence. This interpretation decision has shaped the 



 v 

way the Alamo is viewed through our collective memory. The French Legation Museum 

in Austin is important to the story of nationalism in Texas. Although it is not as 

recognized as the Alamo, the French Legation Museum is a crucial component in the 

story of Texas as an independent republic. The French Legation gives Texans a physical 

history of the Republic of Texas, thus strengthening and perpetuating the Texas national 

identity. The DRT‘s preservation decisions at Alamo and the French Legation perpetuate 

the memory of Texas as an independent republic, and thus preserve the Texas national 

identity.  
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Introduction 

How did the Daughters of the Republic of Texas use historic preservation to 

create and maintain the Texas national foundation myth? Texas has a national identity, 

unique and separate from the other fifty states, due in part to its ten-year existence as the 

Republic of Texas.  The purpose of this research is to understand how historic 

preservation has been used by the Daughters of the Republic of Texas to help create and 

perpetuate Texas nationalism. The mission statement of the Daughters of the Republic of 

Texas is ―to secure and memorialize all historic spots by erecting markers thereon; and to 

cherish and preserve the unity of Texas as achieved and established by the fathers and 

mothers of the Texas Revolution.‖1   

Of all of the properties that the Daughters of the Republic of Texas controls, the 

organization places the most financial and public emphasis on The Alamo and The 

French Legation Museum. The Gaines-Oliphant house is held in less esteem while little 

mention is made of the Pioneer Memorial Log Cabin or the J.B. Wells house. While The 

Cradle is a significant part of the history of the DRT as an organization, the property does 

not play a role in the story of Texas as a republic or a state. Therefore, this paper will 

focus on the French Legation Museum and The Alamo.  

  

                                                 
1 ―Daughters of the Republic of Texas,‖ http://www.drt-inc.org/. 
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The Daughters of the Republic of Texas 

Understanding the origins of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas (DRT) is 

important when analyzing their motivations and decisions. The Daughters of the Republic 

of Texas (DRT) was conceived in 1891 by Betty Ballinger and her cousin Hallie Bryan 

(later Perry) in the library of Miss Ballinger‘s father. It was created as an organization 

that would perpetuate ―forever the memory of the Texas pioneer families and soldiers of 

the Republic of Texas by forming an association of their descendants.‖2  The founding 

story of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas reads like a heroic myth.  

In 1891, these two young ladies sat in this library reading and discussing 

Yoakum‘s ―History of Texas,‖ and the heroic tales of the Texas Revolution which 

threaded its pages were an exciting inspiration. Seeking eagerly to find some 

manner by which descendants of these heroic figures might assume some work of 

commemoration of the great names and places connected with the history of the 

Republic of Texas, they conceived the idea of founding an organization of women 

for whom this task might take on a noble meaning. 

On November 6, 1891, the women met with fourteen other ladies at Mrs. Andrew 

Briscoe‘s home, where they formed the organization that is known today as The 

Daughters of the Republic of Texas. On March 9, 1895, The Charter of The Daughters of 

the Republic of Texas was filed with the Department of State.3  

The DRT was created during the same time period as many other ancestor 

worship organizations.4 The Sons of the American Revolution was formed in 1889, The 

Daughters of the American Revolution was founded in 1890, and the National 

                                                 
2 ―Daughters of the Republic of Texas: Our History,‖ November 17, 2009, http://www.drtinc.org/. 

3 ―History,‖ The Daughters of the Republic of Texas, n.d., http://www.drtinfo.org/about/history. 

4 Organizations that are formed to honor the memory of the members‘ ancestors who usually played a role 

in the creation of a nation-state. 
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Association of the Daughters of the Confederacy was formed in 1894.5 Across the United 

States, groups were working to assert Anglo-Saxon heritage, partially in response to 

increased non-white immigration.6 

The DRT‘s constitution states that the organization‘s purpose is ―to perpetuate the 

memory and spirit of the men and women who achieved and maintained the 

Independence of Texas.‖ Significantly, the DRT‘s constitution also declares that its 

object is ―to encourage historical research into the earliest records of Texas, especially 

those relating to the revolution of 1835 and the events which followed.‖ In addition, it 

―foster[s] the preservation of documents and relics....‖7 The DRT‘s written mission is 

noteworthy when one considers the way the organization has approached preservation. At 

the second annual convention Miss Ballinger eloquently spoke of the duty of women to 

protect the history of the Republic of Texas. She stated that the future belongs to men; 

consequently the past must be guarded by women:  

Her work lies at home. Surrounded by the history of the family life, it is her duty to keep alive the 

sacred fire of tradition…Let us leave the future of Texas to our brothers, and claim as our province 

the guarding of her holy past…Let us seek out the graves of our heroes and having found them, let 

us care for them with grateful reverence. Be ours the duty to visit it and mark the spots where 

Texas won for us, Gonzales, the Alamo, Goliad, San Jacinto—milestones along the bloodstained 

path to freedom.8 

Today the DRT is composed of almost 7,000 women, spread across 106 chapters, 

who trace their ancestry to the origins of the Republic of Texas.  A prospective member 

                                                 
5 ―The Origins of the SAR,‖ National Society, Sons of the American Revolution, April 4, 2009, 

http://www.sar.org/About/Origins; ―DAR History,‖ Daughters of the American Revolution National 

Society, n.d., http://www.dar.org/natsociety/history.cfm; ―About the UDC,‖ United Daughters of the 

Confederacy, n.d., http://www.hqudc.org/. 

6James E. Crisp, Sleuthing the Alamo (Oxford University Press, 2005), 152. 

7 ―Proceedings of the Second Annual Meeting of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas held at Houston, 

Texas, April 20th and 21st, 1893‖ (Dealy & Baker Stationers and Printers, 1893), 17, Dolph Briscoe Center 

for American History. 

8 ―Daughters of Republic of Texas…Keep Alive Memories of Men Who…‖ (Parts of the title are cut-off of 

the newspaper clipping), Houston Chronicle, April 15, 1923. 
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must be sixteen years of age, be personally acceptable to the DRT, and be able to prove 

that she is ―a lineal descendant of a man or woman who rendered loyal service for Texas 

prior to the consummation of the Annexation Agreement of the Republic of Texas with 

the United States of America on the nineteenth day of February, eighteen hundred forty-

six.‖9 

 

ADINA DE ZAVALA AND CLARA DRISCOLL 

Understanding the background of Adina De Zavala and Clara Driscoll, two of the 

most influential Daughters, is helpful when analyzing the roles they played in the fight to 

preserve the Alamo. Adina Emilia De Zavala was the granddaughter of General Lorenzo 

De Zavala, the first vice president of the Republic of Texas. She was born on November 

28, 1861 in Harris County to Augustine and Julia De Zavala. She spent her early 

childhood in Galveston, until her family moved to a ranch outside of San Antonio in 

1873.  She was a school teacher in Terrell and later San Antonio.  In 1889, she and a 

group of other women formed the De Zavala Daughters in San Antonio to discuss and 

honor Texas and its heroes. They were one of the first women‘s societies to celebrate and 

spread Texas patriotism. In 1893 the society was admitted into the recently created 

Daughters of the Republic of Texas under the name of the De Zavala Chapter, after 

Adina‘s well-known grandfather.    

Throughout her life, De Zavala was a passionate crusader for the preservation of 

Texas history. In addition to her work with the Alamo, she worked to preserve Texas 

                                                 
9 L. Robert Ables, ―Zavala, Adina Emilia De‖, June 15, 2010, 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fzafg; Raymond Estep, ―Zavala, Lorenzo De‖, June 15, 

2010, http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fza05; Gale Hamilton Shiffrin, Echoes from 

Women of the Alamo (San Antonio, Tex.: AW Press, 1999); Adina De Zavala, History and legends of the 

Alamo and other missions in and around San Antonio (Arte Publico Press, 1996). 
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history across the state. For example, she was also responsible for saving the Spanish 

Governor‘s Palace in San Antonio. In 1912, she organized the Texas Historical and 

Landmarks Association. The association placed thirty-eight markers at historic sites in 

Texas. She was appointed to the Texas Historical Board in 1923 by Governor Pat Neff. 

She also served as part of the committee of One Hundred that was appointed to plan for a 

state centennial, and on the advisory board of the Texas Centennial Committee. In 

addition, she was a charter member of the Texas State Historical Association.10  

Clara Driscoll‘s wealth, and the influence it bought, played an important role in 

the battle to preserve the Alamo. She was born to Bob and Julia Driscoll in 1881 in St. 

Mary‘s, a small Irish community on the Gulf coast of Texas. The Driscoll family was just 

beginning to amass their ten million dollar empire of oil, herds and land. Her grandfather, 

Daniel O‘Driscoll, was an Irish immigrant who settled in Refugio County in 1835. Like 

many immigrants, he changed his name to sound more American. Early on he converted 

the ―O‖ in O‘Driscoll into a middle initial. Clara Driscoll was educated at the best 

schools, including a convent in Victoria, girls‘ schools in San Antonio and New York, 

and finally completing her education in France. After school, she spent two years 

traveling through Europe and the Orient.  

She was married in July 1906 to Hal Sevier, a newspaper man and state 

Representative from Uvalde County. She wrote two novels, The Girl of La Gloria in 

1905 and In the Shadow of the Alamo in 1906, and a musical, ―Mexicana‖ which the 

Shuberts produced on Broadway. After her brother‘s death in 1929, Driscoll became the 

sole heir and ruler of the family‘s financial empire. On May 20, 1937, after over thirty 

                                                 
10 Estep, ―Zavala, Lorenzo De.‖; Ables, ―Zavala, Adina Emilia De.‖; Shiffrin, Echoes from Women of the 

Alamo; Zavala, History and legends of the Alamo and other missions in and around San Antonio. 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fne05
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/vtt06
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years of marriage, she filed for divorce. After her divorce she abandoned her married 

name and was known only as Clara Driscoll. In the introduction to Jack C. Butterfield‘s 

Clara Driscoll Rescued the Alamo, Mary Laswell wrote:  

Clara Driscoll was a woman who was born to be noticed and all too frequently misunderstood. Her 

proud, generous, and impetuous nature made her stand out among her more drab sisters like an 

eagle among a flock of pouter pigeons. From 1922 through 1926 I was frequently in the company 

of Mrs. Sevier. It is difficult for me to think of her as ―Clara Driscoll,‖ although I can understand 

her fierce desire to cling to her own identity, to restore the name of Driscoll to herself, perhaps in 

order to erase some of the unhappiness she had felt as the magnetic, self-contained woman I had 

known as Mrs. Hal Sevier.11 

The roles De Zavala and Driscoll played in the preservation of the Alamo have helped to 

shape our understanding of the Alamo as a symbol. 

  

                                                 
11 Jack C. Butterfield, ―Clara Driscoll Rescued the Alamo: A Brief Biography‖ (Daughters of the Republic 

of Texas, 1961), Dolph Briscoe Center for American History. 
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Remember the Alamo 

A SACRED SITE 

Before the Alamo was a place of state and national reverence, before it was a 

battle site, before it was the Alamo, it was a Spanish mission, San Antonio de Valero. 

Yet, the Daughters of the Republic of Texas reconstructed the history of the mission so as 

to include only the thirteen days (February 23- March 6, 1836) when it was the site of one 

of the most important and well-known battles in the War for Texas Independence.  

So as to better understand the preservation of the Alamo, one must first briefly 

know its history.  The Alamo was not known as ―the Alamo‖ until approximately eighty-

five years after the physical building was constructed. Mission San Antonio de Valero, 

also known as Valero, was built in 1718 as a mission by Spanish Franciscans. 

Construction began on the chapel in 1744. In 1757, only five years after completion, the 

church‘s twin towers collapsed and the church was left roofless and filled with debris. 

The mission was secularized in 1793 after Spain decided not to expend any more money 

in Texas until the European wars were settled. A company of Spanish soldiers from 

Alamo del Parras, Coahuila, Mexico known as The Flying Company of San Carlos de 

Parras occupied the mission beginning around 1803. The company probably gave the 

mission its current name. It is clear that by 1840 the site was known across the state as 

the Alamo. Stephen Gould writes, ―Its name, Alamo, which signifies Cottonwood in 

Spanish, was probably given it by the troops quartered there…who called the old mission 

Fort Alamo in honor of their former station.‖12 Santa Anna‘s army stormed the Alamo on 

March 6, 1836, after a thirteen day siege and quickly swarmed over the outer walls. After 

a room-to-room fight, the last bloody stand took place in the chapel. The entire fight in 

                                                 
12  Steven Gould, The Alamo city guide, San Antonio, Texas (Macgowan & Slipper, Printers, 1882). 
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the chapel probably lasted about thirty minutes. The Mexican Army defeated the Texans 

at the battle, killing all of the remaining defenders. On April 21, 1836, the Texas army 

took Santa Anna‘s troops by surprise. Texas soldiers cried ―Remember the Alamo!‖ as 

they defeated Santa Anna at the Battle of San Jacinto.13   

 
Figure 1: Fall of the Alamo—Death of Crockett.  

1835-38 Eyes of the Nation: A Visual History of the United States. Accessed 

through ARTStor. ARTstor ID# LC-USZ62-31580 

The Republic of Texas passed an act in 1841 giving the mission churches, 

including the chapel of the Alamo, to the Roman Catholic Church. The Church leased the 

Alamo to the United States in 1848. In 1849 the United States Quartermaster‘s 

                                                 
13 John Myers, The Alamo (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1973), 33-36; Steven Gould, The 

Alamo city guide, San Antonio, Texas (Macgowan & Slipper, Printers, 1882); L. Robert Ables, ―The 

Second Battle for the Alamo,‖ The Southwestern Historical Quarterly 70, no. 3 (January 1967): 375; 

Francis Moore, Map and Description of Texas, Containing Sketches of Its History, Geology, Geography, 

and Statistics (Waco: Texian Press, 1965), 48. 
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Department renovated the complex. They added a façade to the chapel on top off the 

original walls and portal, creating its iconic stepped and scalloped façade.    

 
Figure 2: Wayne Andrews. The Alamo  

Dated between 1945-53. Wayne Andrews Archive (Esto). Image accessed 

through ARTstor. ARTstor ID# WA0831 

The Confederates took charge of the Alamo in 1861 during the Civil War. The 

Union again took custody of the complex after the end of the Civil War.14 The complex 

changed hands again in 1877 when Honore Grenet purchased the convent portion of the 

mission from the Church. He added porticoes to the south and west sides of the convent 

and placed woodwork above the stone walls. However, he did not damage or alter the 

                                                 
14 Ibid., 377. 
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original two-story stone walls. The convent was then sold to the Hugo and Schmeltzer 

Company, a wholesale grocery firm, in 1886 after Grenet died. The convent became 

known as the Hugo-Schmeltzer building, operating as a grocery warehouse. The chapel 

portion of the complex was purchased from the Church by the State of Texas in 1883 and 

the state placed the chapel under the care of the city of San Antonio.  When the 

Daughters of the Republic of Texas became involved in 1903 the entire area 

encompassed by the original mission was privately owned with the exception of the 

chapel.15 

 

 
Figure 3: Ruins of the Alamo  

1840. from Francis Moore, Jr., Map and Description of Texas 

THE SECOND BATTLE FOR THE ALAMO 

Throughout the nineteenth century, the anniversary of the fall of the Alamo was 

not marked with ceremonies as it is today. In fact, the convent was used as a grocery 

                                                 
15 Ibid., 377-378. 
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warehouse during the 1870s and the chapel, though owned by the state, was in disrepair. 

The dates are unclear, but it seems that sometime around the 1890‘s De Zavala made an 

agreement with Schmeltzer stating that the De Zavala chapter of the DRT would have the 

first option on purchasing the Alamo mission that housed the Hugo-Schmeltzer Co. But, 

in 1903, De Zavala was notified by a friend that a commercial enterprise from the eastern 

U.S. was interested in the property. De Zavala needed to quickly raise the $75,000 

necessary to purchase the Hugo-Schmeltzer property. This is when she learned of Clara 

Driscoll, a rich, prominent, and ambitious young woman who could be an ally in the 

battle to save the Alamo.  

Driscoll had recently returned to San Antonio from Europe around 1900 when she 

was nineteen years old. She joined the DRT in February, 1903 and by March she had 

become very involved in the organization. In March 1903, Driscoll and De Zavala met 

with Charles Hugo about purchasing the property. Driscoll generously paid the $500 

necessary to purchase a thirty-day option on the building, followed by an additional 

$4,500 to extend the option to February 10, 1904. The goal was to give the DRT enough 

time to raise the necessary $75,000 to purchase the Hugo-Schmeltzer property and 

eventually pay Driscoll back for her expenditures. However, by 1904 the DRT had only 

collected about $7,000 of the $25,000 needed for the initial down payment. Once again, 

Driscoll provided the necessary funds, $17,812.02, to secure the Alamo. On January 26, 

1905, the Twenty-ninth Legislature of the State of Texas appropriated $65,000 to 

purchase the Alamo. As previously agreed, the state transferred custodianship of the 

Alamo to the DRT. The original plan was to place the De Zavala Chapter in charge of the 

care for the Alamo in recognition of De Zavala‘s efforts. Instead, the executive 

committee of the DRT gave custodianship to Driscoll in recognition of her financial 
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contributions. Driscoll planned to be out of town for a few months, so she appointed her 

friend Florence Eager to the position of custodian. De Zavala took the keys before they 

could be presented to Eager, claiming that she would return them to Driscoll but no one 

else. The DRT filed suit against De Zavala, demanding that she return the Alamo and all 

relics to their care. De Zavala did return the keys to the DRT, who subsequently 

withdrew its suit.16  

This was the start of a fierce battle within the DRT between Adina De Zavala and 

Clara Driscoll for custody of the Alamo and control of the DRT. The battle split the 

entire state. James E. Crisp writes about the dynamics of the fight in Sleuthing the Alamo. 

―Erstwhile friends have become sworn enemies and those who formerly drank tea and 

exchanged small talk together are arrayed in a warfare quite as determined as the defense 

of the Alamo [in 1836].‖17 There was much infighting and legal action within the DRT 

between Driscoll and De Zavala supporters over the next few years. Much of it boiled 

down to their passionate and decidedly different views on how the building should be 

preserved. 

De Zavala wanted to preserve the entire history of the site; from its inception as a 

mission to the day when blood was splattered on the walls. There was a clear division 

across the state in the perception of the importance of the Alamo versus the importance of 

the mission. The Houston Chronicle stated that the Hugo-Schmeltzer building ―is 

indisputably a part of the walls of the mission San Antonio de Valero, but… [Probably] 

not a part of the historic, blood-stained church.‖ The De Zavala group contended that the 

Hugo-Schmeltzer building was originally the convent and part of the battle, and 

                                                 
16 Crisp, Sleuthing the Alamo; Ables, ―The Second Battle for the Alamo.‖; Zavala, History and legends of 

the Alamo and other missions in and around San Antonio; Shiffrin, Echoes from Women of the Alamo. 

17 Ibid., 404. 
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consequently should be preserved. The Driscoll group, on the other hand, believed that 

the Hugo-Schmeltzer building was built upon the eight-foot wall that originally protected 

the monastery, which was located in the rear. Thus, they argued that the Hugo-

Schmeltzer building should be demolished to the ―original‖ eight foot walls. 

Furthermore, the ―original‖ walls should be made to appear as they believed it did after 

the battle, jagged and torn with the scars of the cannon balls.18 

 
Figure 4: Ground Plan of the Alamo 

 1883. from Homer S. Thrall, Pictorial History of Texas.  

In a letter to Charles M. Reeves, the representative of St. Louis hotel interests 

who wished to erect a $500,000 hotel adjacent to the Alamo property, De Zavala wrote 

that she planned to ―remove everything modern and restore the convent, the second floor 

of which would house an art gallery with a glass roof.‖ Reeves responded that ―Texas 

patriots wish to preserve only that which has to do with her history.‖ He continued by 

                                                 
18 Ables, ―The Second Battle for the Alamo,‖ 373-404. 
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writing, ―What you propose to do in the perpetuation of the walls of this old building 

would simply result in preserving indefinitely an eye-sore which would be a source of 

humiliation and regret to the people of San Antonio for all time.‖19 In contrast, Driscoll 

believed that the chapel where the massacre took place was the most important part of the 

complex. She fought to remove the convent, now the Hugo-Schmeltzer building, and the 

original walls, and to beautify grounds in order to make ―the Alamo‖ more 

conspicuous.20 

The Driscoll faction stated that the Hugo Schmeltzer building was ―erected during 

the war of 1846-1848 between the United States and Mexico.‖21 This false statement 

completed the destruction of any of the convent‘s historic significance before it was a 

battle site during the Texas War of Independence. The Driscoll faction filed a suit for 

possession of the Alamo in early 1908. They stated in a court action filed in 1908 that 

―many people not familiar with the facts believe…that this building is a part of the 

building that was hallowed by the blood of heroes of Texas, when in truth and in fact it 

has never been hallowed except by good, bad and indifferent whiskey.‖22  The Judge 

issued an injunction giving the state control of the building until the litigation could be 

decided. When De Zavala heard about the injunction she rushed to the Alamo and locked 

herself in. De Zavala said that her ―ancestors stood in the Alamo until the last one was 

killed and she can stay in the Alamo indefinitely.‖23 Upon learning of the injunction, the 

                                                 
19 Ibid., 395-396. 

20 Ibid., 398. 

21 Ibid., 405. 

22 Ibid., 405. 

23 ―Miss De Zavala Holds the Alamo: Locks Herself in and Defies Court Process,‖ Austin American 

Statesman (Austin, TX, February 11, 1908). 
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Governor sent state superintendent of public buildings and grounds, Captain W. C. Day 

to take control of the Alamo.24  

The story of De Zavala locking herself in the Alamo ―without food or water for 

over thirty hours‖ spread like wildfire across the state and nation; newspapers as far away 

as Chicago and St. Louis published the story. While many reports spoke of the terrible 

conditions she endured, the deputy sheriffs that served as guards during the incident 

wrote a letter to the editor of the Houston Post stating, ―During the daytime we brought 

her all the water she wanted, made fires for her and were in every way respectful. We 

also answered phone calls for her and would answer calls at the door and notify her that 

parties desired to speak to her at the door.‖25  

The Driscoll group prevailed in court and formally took control of the Alamo 

property on March 10, 1910. At the annual convention the DRT approved with an almost 

unanimous vote (59-1), an executive committee resolution stating that the Alamo 

property should ―be cleared of all modern buildings and rubbish, and the spot be 

converted into a sacred shrine, to the end that the old historic walls be retained 

intact…‖26 The old historic walls they refer to are the Driscoll faction‘s eight foot 

―original‖ walls. Governor Oscar B. Colquitt called a meeting on December 28, 1911, to 

determine the real history of the Alamo and the monastery. In an exchange with the 

Driscoll faction over the original walls, he stated, ―You want the scars of the cannon balls 

                                                 
24 ―Governor Sends Superintendent of Public Buildings and Grounds to Take Charge of Property,‖ Austin 

American Statesman (Austin, TX, February 12, 1908). 

25 ―Treatment of Miss De Zavala: She was Accorded Every Courtesy by the Two Officials,‖ Houston Post 

(Houston, TX, February 23, 1908). 

26 Ibid., 408. 
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to remain? How will you maintain ruins in that condition? Suppose we adopt that plan; 

who will tell us where the holes were?‖27  

In 1913, Governor Colquitt won the right to make improvements to the Alamo 

property in the State Supreme Court against the DRT. He began restoration work on the 

monastery in 1912. He removed the Hugo-Schmeltzer building leaving the two-story 

masonry of the west and south walls. He rebuilt the first story of the east wall on the 

original foundation using plans drawn by F.E. Giesecke, a professor of architecture at the 

University of Texas. The Governor was not able to complete the restoration because he 

ran out of funds. The DRT obtained an injunction against the Governor to prevent him 

from receiving any more state funds for the project. While the governor was out of the 

state, the lieutenant governor allowed San Antonio authorities to tear down the upper 

story of the original two-story convent walls that the Governor had worked to preserve. 

―All that remained of the governor‘s restoration work was the east wall; all that remained 

of the original convent was the first story masonry of the west and south walls.‖28  

Clara Driscoll died on July 17, 1945 of a cerebral hemorrhage alone in her hotel 

room. News of her death spread quickly across the state. Although she died alone, she 

was mourned by masses. Her remains were laid in state in the Alamo, where ―lines of 

grateful people passed her bier to pay her tribute.‖ The Lone Star Flag was flown at half-

mast across the state.29 Adina De Zavala passed away ten years later on March
 
1, 1955, 

only a few hours before the 119
th

 anniversary of the signing of the Texas Declaration of 

Independence, which bore her grandfather‘s signature. On March 22, 1955 the Senate of 

                                                 
27 Ibid., 410. 

28 Ibid., 410-411. 

29 Butterfield, ―Clara Driscoll Rescued the Alamo: A Brief Biography.‖; McBee, ―Clara Driscoll Was 

Many Things---Philanthropist, Clubwoman, Politician.‖ 
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the State of Texas adjourned with a resolution in her honor. The resolution proclaimed, 

―The single minded devotion of Adina De Zavala to the preservation of the monuments 

of Texas history was unexampled.‖  Furthermore, it commended that with ―inspiring 

courage and matchless zeal she fought the first great battles against commercial 

encroachment on sites hallowed by Texas history.‖30  Although De Zavala‘s work at the 

Alamo was honored at the time of her death, her labor has been overshadowed, almost to 

the point of being erased, by Driscoll‘s story.   

The DRT tried to rewrite the history of restoration of the Alamo. In 1961 they 

published a pamphlet entitled ―Clara Driscoll Rescued the Alamo.‖ It argued that Driscoll 

was the only one who recognized the convent, and not just the chapel, was the real 

‗Alamo‘:31 

A few dedicated women, the Daughters of The Republic of Texas, were engaged in a seemingly 

hopeless struggle to arouse public opinion to save the convent portion of the Alamo from falling 

into the hands of a syndicate which contemplated its destruction. The trouble was that most of the 

people of Texas regarded the church, which was only a small portion of the original mission of 

San Antonio de Valero, as ―The Alamo‖, an idea which had been strengthened when the State 

purchased the church alone in 1883 and made no effort to buy the convent. As a matter of fact, at 

the time of the Fall of the Alamo, the church was a ruin, filled with the debris of the roof and 

tower, which had collapsed during a storm in 1762…Only three or four men, including Jim 

Bowie, were killed in it…The greatest battle, with consequent loss of life, was fought in the 

convent, which was used as a barracks and hospital, and in the courtyard. Davy Crocket and his 

Tennesseans, who had elected to die in the open, were killed in front of the church. Historically, 

the church of the Alamo was of very little consequence. The convent was the real ―Alamo‖, and 

Clara Driscoll was one of the few people who realized the fact. 32 

James E. Crisp writes in Sleuthing the Alamo: ―The Alamo stands today as one of 

the cardinal icons of the American past as well as the principal symbol of the Texan 

identity. Why is it that…a nation that reveres success nevertheless elevates its great 

                                                 
30 Mattie Jackson, The Rising and Setting of the Lone Star Republic (San Antonio, 1926); Shiffrin, Echoes 

from Women of the Alamo; Ables, ―Zavala, Adina Emilia De.‖; Estep, ―Zavala, Lorenzo De.‖ 

31 Ables, 413. 

32 Ibid. 
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defeats?‖33 The Alamo has become a shrine to defeat and subsequent revenge.  The 

destruction of the convent walls down to the eight feet that the DRT imagined were 

present when the battle took place was necessary for their aim to create a sacred blood 

splattered monument to the Anglo-Texan warriors that were massacred by the Mexican 

army.  The Alamo has become a ―deeply encoded metaphor.‖34 An entire system of 

values and beliefs are immediately connected with the specific historic event that the 

Alamo has come to represent.  

Current preservation theory suggests that The Driscoll DRT destroyed an 

important part of the history of not only the building that became the Alamo, but Texas 

itself. They demolished any physical fabric that competed with the ―history‖ that they 

were trying to convey. History is built in layers upon layers over time and often 

preservationists are faced with competing histories in buildings. Kevin Lynch writes in 

What Time is this Place, ―Since we cannot be certain what will be most relevant in the 

future, we have an obligation to save some characteristic evidence of every major period- 

to establish an environmental archive.‖35 In selecting which stories were to be 

represented in the site, the DRT rebuilt history itself.  

The decisions of the Driscoll DRT should be considered in light of the 

preservation practices of their time. The Driscoll DRT‘s preservation decisions were 

consistent with preservation theory and practice of their time, including those of William 

Sumner Appleton Jr., the Sons of the American Revolution, the Society for the 

Preservation of New England Antiquities (SPNEA) and other preservation-minded 

patriotic organizations. The DRT‘s preservation choices at the Alamo are consistent with 

                                                 
33 Crisp, 144-145. 

34 Ibid., 146. 

35 Kevin Lynch, What time is this place? (MIT Press, 1972), 49. 
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their time period because it, like other patriotic organizations, was attempting to reinforce 

and celebrate its national identity. The DRT focused its efforts on remembering a lost 

republic while organizations like the SPNEA were focusing on preserving a nation that 

they felt was disappearing with the influx of immigrants. Understanding the context of 

the DRT‘s decisions helps us further understand the reasons behind the decisions that 

were made.  

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY  

The Alamo‘s powerful history and embedded meanings have been used not only 

by the DRT, but also politicians, sheiks, and protestors. Both Adlai Stevenson and 

Dwight D. Eisenhower spent time campaigning in Texas during the 1952 presidential 

campaign. Democrats for Eisenhower in Wichita Falls protested Stevenson‘s plan to 

speak at the Alamo. They stated, ―It is most inappropriate that espouser of tidelands theft 

be allowed in hallowed shrine where Texas heroes gave courageous lives for freedom and 

independence.‖ In response, the DRT stated that they were ―duty bound to receive any 

visitor at the Texas Shrine who conducts himself reverently and properly.‖36    

                                                 
36 Clayton Hickerson, ―Stevenson to Arrive in State Friday: Use of Alamo to Democrat Draws Protest,‖ 

The Victoria Advocate (Victoria, TX, October 15, 1952), 

http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=zCscAAAAIBAJ&sjid=wFoEAAAAIBAJ&pg=6449,1092977&dq

=the+alamo&hl=en. 
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Figure 5: Bird‘s eye View of the ALAMO as it appeared during the Siege of Feb. 23rd-

Mar. 6th, 1836  

 1955. from Frederic E. Ray, The Story of the Alamo 

In 1968, the DRT launched a fundraising campaign to raise money to help 

maintain the Alamo and improve the library. A San Angelo Standard-Times article stated 

that in their 76 years of taking care of the Alamo, the DRT had never before asked for 

funds from the state or the public. The article sited inflation, the growth of interest in 

Texas history, and the expected flood of visitors during the upcoming HemisFair as the 

reasons the DRT needed help. The article gave a succinct history of the preservation of 

the Alamo: 

Miss Clara Driscoll of Corpus Christi, bought the portion of the Alamo remaining in 1903 when it 

was in danger of being demolished. The legislature later repaid her and remanded the shrine to the 

care of the DRT to be maintained by them at no cost to the state. They have kept the Alamo with 

its collection of mementoes of Texas history open to the public, admission free, maintaining it 

with the organization‘s own funds and profits from the sale of books and souvenirs.  
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Significantly, like most of the histories at the time, the article recognized Clara Driscoll 

alone as the sole savior of the Alamo.37 

In 1975, Sheikh Masoud Al-Sharif Al Hamdan wrote a Texas lawyer telling him 

that his son fell in love with the Alamo while he was in a program for foreign officers at a 

Texas airbase. He asked the lawyer to ―contact the proper people and see if we can buy it, 

I want to present it as a gift to my son.‖38 The DRT responded saying that they would not 

sell the shrine where 187 men died fighting for Texas independence.  

The Alamo was used as a symbol during the Cold War to rally the nation against 

the enemy. Edward Linenthal writes:  

Occasions like the Sesquicentennial recall the power of blood sacrifice and trace the life of 

republican virtue in a series of righteous American warriors…Symbolic continuity with this past, 

celebrated patriotic rituals, has become even more important because many fear that the nation has 

lost the commitment of these original cultural heroes. Commemorations become opportunities for 

jeremiads, warning of dangers from within and without if a process of rededication does not soon 

begin.39  

  In 1976, President Ford used the Alamo as a platform for promising that he 

would keep the United States military strong. In the midst of the Cold War and 

campaigning during the primary against Ronald Reagan, he needed America to believe 

that the American military was undefeatable. The article states that Ford aides 

acknowledged that he was trailing Ronald Reagan in Texas. Ford chose a site where 

Texans lost the battle to a stronger enemy to emphasize the need for a strong and 

powerful military. ―They fell at last before an army of superior size and strength.‖ He 

continued, ―In global terms America must never give away such an advantage to any 

                                                 
37 ―DRT Launches Big Campaign to Imporve Alamo Library,‖ San Angelo Standard-Times (San Angelo, 

TX, March 3, 1968). 

38 B. Jay Becker, ―One Texas ‗Alamo‘ is For Sale,‖ Sun-Star (Merced, CA, January 24, 1975). 

39 Edward Tabor Linenthal, ―‗A Reservoir of Spiritual Power‘: Patriotic Faith at the Alamo in the 

Twentieth Century,‖ The Southwestern Historical Quarterly 91, no. 4 (April 1988): 509-531. 
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potential adversary, and we never will. All of our courage, all of our skill in battle, will 

do us no good if we fail to maintain unsurpassed military strength.‖40 By reminding 

Texans of the pain of a past defeat, Ford was attempting to use fear to evoke the Texas 

and United States national identity and garner votes.  

In 1986, Texas celebrated the Sesquicentennial of the founding of the Republic of 

Texas. During the celebration, television evangelist Pat Robertson broadcast his ―700 

Club‖ from the Alamo. Robertson avowed that ―Bravery and heroic actions in behalf of 

freedom have never been in vain…eternal vigilance is the price of liberty.‖ Like Ford, he 

used the Alamo as a symbol to declare that we must not allow ―Communist tyranny to 

take over nation after nation.‖41  

 

CURRENT CONTROVERSY  

The Daughters still face controversy and internal division over the Alamo. The 

organization is currently battling accusations from both within the organization and 

across the state that it has mismanaged funds and failed to make necessary repairs to 

preserve the Alamo. The current battle began in 2006 when the DRT launched a $60 

million fund-raising campaign to pay for preservation repairs. Erin Bowman, a Daughter 

and fundraiser, was named chairman of the campaign. Madge Roberts, the DRT‘s 

President General in 2006, and the rest of the governing committee were infuriated when 

Bowman refused to share her list of donor contacts. In May 2008, despite the fact that she 

had quickly raised $1 million, Bowman was fired. Rather than retreating, Bowman 

partnered with Dianne MacDiarmid, another Daughter, to start the Alamo Endowment to 

                                                 
40 Howard Benedict, ―Ford, at Alamo, vows strong defense,‖ St. Petersburg Times, April 10, 1976. 

41 Linenthal, ―A Reservoir of Spiritual Power,‖ 4. 
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raise money for preservation. Seven months later, both women were expelled from the 

DRT. Bowman still did not give up, and she continues to raise money for the Alamo 

through her organization.  

In September 2009, a San Antonio Express-News article reported that between 

2005 and 2007, only seventeen percent of the over $200,000 the DRT spent from the sale 

of ―Native Texan‖ license plates had gone to support the Alamo. Interestingly, the DRT 

spent $50,000 on the French Legation Museum. On February 1, 2009, after months of 

research, Sarah Reveley, a ―renegade member‖ of the DRT, formally requested the DRT 

be removed as custodian of the Alamo. In an official complaint to the Attorney General‘s 

office, she accused the DRT of failing to preserve the Alamo.  A 2007 report cited the 

organization‘s failure to act when leaks and cracks within the vaulted roof of the chapel.  

Consequentially, Attorney General Greg Abbot has launched an investigation into the 

DRT for failing to fix the Alamo‘s leaking roof.42  

In reaction to the investigation, two current bills propose transferring oversight of 

the Alamo to the Texas Historical Commission and allowing admission to be charged at 

the site. Members of the DRT testified against the bills, arguing that they have 

successfully cared for the site for more than one hundred years. One bill has made it out 

of committee in the Senate and this bill proposes to create a partnership between the THC 

and the DRT. A third bill leaves the DRT as the steward of the Alamo, but imposes 

annual reporting requirements. The DRT supports this bill that will require the 

organization to submit an annual financial and transparency report to the comptroller, the 

governor, and the Texas Historical Commission. In addition, it establishes an advisory 

board composed of state, county and city officials, along with members of the DRT. The 

                                                 
42 Jan Jarboe Russell, ―No Retreat! No Surrender!,‖ Texas Monthly 38, no. 10 (October 2010): 72. 
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bill received preliminary approval in the House on April 22, 2011. The final outcome of 

the DRT‘s relationship with the Alamo is yet to be seen.43 The controversy has received 

local, state, and national media attention, proving that the site continues to be an 

important part of our collective history.    

  

                                                 
43 Paul J. Weber, ―Alamo caretakers back bill calling for more transparency,‖ Star-Telegram, April 6, 

2011, http://www.star-telegram.com/2011/04/06/2981085/alamo-caretakers-back-bill-calling.html; Tim 

Gerber, ―Alamo Stewards To Get More State Oversight: Daughters of The Republic of Texas Support 

Proposed Legislation Requiring More Transparency,‖ KSAT, April 6, 2011, 

http://www.ksat.com/politics/27460091/detail.html; Christopher Smith Gonzalez, ―Fight Over Alamo 

Continues in the Capitol,‖ Texas Tribune, April 6, 2011, http://www.texastribune.org/texas-

legislature/82nd-legislative-session/fight-over-alamo-continues-in-the-capitol/; GonzalezChristopher 

Smith, ―Daughters Gets Early Victory in Fight Over Alamo,‖ The Texas Tribune, April 22, 2011, 

http://www.the33tv.com/news/kdaf-daughters-gets-early-victory-in-fight-over-alamo-

story,0,7484157.story; Ken Herman, ―Battle cry for the Alamo: Let them eat cake,‖ The Austin American 

Statesman, April 12, 2011, http://www.statesman.com/opinion/battle-cry-for-the-alamo-let-them-eat-

1394474.html; Scott Huddleston, ―Alamo bills battling in Lege,‖ My San Antonio, n.d., 

http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local_news/article/Alamo-bills-battling-in-Lege-1350752.php. 
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The French “Embassy”  

INTRODUCTION 

The French Legation Museum in Austin is important to the story of nationalism in 

Texas. Although it is not as recognized as the Alamo, the French Legation Museum is a 

crucial component in the story of Texas as an independent republic. Kenneth Hafertepe 

provides a very useful history of the French Legation and the restoration of the house. 

Hafertepe writes, ―In 1905, the DRT became the custodian of the Alamo, the greatest 

shrine of Texas independence. Thus, there was ample reason to think that the Daughters 

might take on the task of restoring the French Legation.‖44 Nancy Nichols Barker writes 

an exhaustive history of the French Legation in the two volume book: The French 

Legation in Texas. Her focus on Alphonse Dubois and the relationship between France 

and the Republic of Texas give insight into the story of nationalism in Texas.45 

ALPHONSE DUBOIS (DE SALIGNY) 

On September 25, 1839, France signed a ―Treaty of Amity, Navigation, and 

Commerce,‖ officially becoming the first European power to recognize the Republic of 

Texas as an independent nation. France maintained a diplomatic agent in the Republic 

from 1839 until Texas was annexed to the United States in 1845. His official residence 

was the French Legation in Texas. The diplomatic agent was officially called the ―chargé 

d‘affaires.‖ A charge d‘affaires was ranked significantly lower on the diplomatic ladder 

than an ambassador or minister. According to Nancy Nichols Barker, ―the rank in itself 

revealed much about the type of man who would be called upon to fill it and of the 

                                                 
44 Kenneth Hafertepe, A History of the French Legation in Texas: Alphonse Dubois De Saligny and His 

House (Austin, TX: Texas State Historical Association, 1989), 31. 

45 Nancy Nichols Barker, The French Legation in Texas (Austin: Texas State Historical Association, 

1971); Hafertepe, A History of the French Legation in Texas. 
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attitude of the Government of the King toward the republic to which he was dispatched.‖ 

Alphonse Dubois de Saligny served as chargé d‘affaires of the Emperor from 1839-

1846.46  

The charge‘ d‘affaires was born Jean Pierre Isadore Alphonse Dubouis to a tax 

collector on April 8, 1809. Throughout his career, Dubois worked to veil his relatively 

humble origins.  He was addressed in the Foreign Ministry as ―M. Dubois de Saligny,‖ 

but on different occasions he also signed his name as ―A. de Saligny,‖ ―A. Du Bois de 

Saligny,‖ ―A. de Saligny,‖ and ―Count of the Holy Empire.‖ When he was married in 

Mexico he not only renamed his parents and made himself a count, but he also shaved 

five years off of his age, stating he was forty-seven, when in reality he was fifty-two.  

Fortunately for Dubois, Louis Philippe believed in public education for his five 

sons. Dubois attended the same school as Louis Philippe‘s eldest son, Prince Ferdinand. 

The Prince‘s patronage gave Dubois his start in the diplomatic corps. Dubois served his 

apprenticeship in Hanover, Greece and the United States before being appointed to the 

position of chargé d‘affaires to Texas. Throughout his apprenticeship and appointment, 

Dubois complained of his ―piteous physical condition.‖ His health necessitated frequent 

trips to New Orleans and a year‘s leave of absence in France.  

Dubois‘ mission was considered a virtual failure. France did not blame him for 

the Annexation of Texas to the United States. Rather, his disgrace stemmed from the 

appalling way he projected the French image in Texas. Dubois hired a teamster, James 

Latham, to cart his furniture and goods from the coast to Austin for the agreed upon price 

of $300. Dubois paid the bill with six $50 counterfeit bills. When Latham challenged the 

authenticity of the currency, Dubois refused to take them back or exchange them for 

                                                 
46 Barker, The French Legation in Texas, 17. 
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other bills. The dispute ended up reaching the secretary of the treasury who immediately 

knew the bills were counterfeit. The secretary and his fellow cabinet officers paid Latham 

out of their own pocket to avoid ill will with the new chargé d‘affaires.  

To this day however, Alphonse Dubois is perhaps most well-known for his 

instigation of the ―Pig War.‖47  Richard Bullock, an innkeeper who had previous 

negative financial dealings with Dubois, owned a number of hogs that were allowed to 

roam the town. According to Dubois‘ letters, ―Every morning one of my servants has to 

spend two hours repairing and nailing up the rails of the fence that these animals trample 

down to get at the corn for my horses.‖48 Eventually, Dubois had enough and ordered his 

servant, Pluyett, to kill any pigs that came into the courtyard. According to Bullock, 

Pluyett ―most maliciously and wantonly killed with pitchforks and pistols‖ approximately 

fifteen to twenty pigs. Dubois countered that only five or six pigs were killed. After the 

porcicides, Bullock attacked Pluyett on several occasions. One testimony paints a graphic 

scene of Bullock ―running after the servant, throwing rocks at him and threatening him 

with an ax.‖ The two men fought in the street until Bullock hit Pluyett on the head 

causing blood to stream down his face. Pluyett ran away with a club wielding Bullock in 

pursuit. Dubois was furious and demanded that Bullock be punished without due process.  

Secretary of State Mayfield refused to comply. Instead, he wrote a letter to the Texas 

chargé in Paris asking him to recall Dubois de Salginy. Word of the Pig War spread 

across Texas. An editorial in the San Augustine Journal and Advertizer ended with ―Go it 

Texas! Viva la pigs!‖49  

                                                 
47 Barker, The French Legation in Texas. 

48 Hafertepe, A History of the French Legation in Texas, 8. 

49 Ibid., 10. 
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 Despite Dubois‘ missteps in Texas, he was able to eliminate the tariff on French 

wines imported into Texas. A Texan paid the same amount for a bottle of French wine as 

a Frenchman.         

DUBOIS’ HOUSE  

Hafertepe writes, ―The French Legation stands as a lone remnant of Austin‘s 

earliest days—the days when Texas was a young republic, receiving in its new capital 

diplomatic representatives from the more polished cultural climes of Paris, London, and 

Washington.‖50 The Legation was built between 1840 and 1841. When Dubois de 

Saligny arrived in February of 1840, Austin‘s population was only 856 people. With the 

exception of Bullock‘s Inn and the President‘s House, almost all of the buildings were 

single-story log buildings that served as residences and offices for the secretaries of state, 

war, and treasury. Prior to constructing the French Legation, Dubois lived in a small 

house built of pine boards on the southeast corner of Pecan (Sixth) and Guadalupe. He 

paid a premium to rent the house that he referred to as ―a wretched wood shanty of three 

rooms, for which I pay the trifling sum of 100 dollars per month!‖51 Dubois frequently 

complained of his insufficient lodgings in his letters to France. However, he did not have 

any other option, and consequently he entertained and lived in this house for most of his 

stay in Austin.52  

On September 15, 1840, Dubois purchased a little over twenty-one acres from 

Anson Jones. The property stretched from what is now Interstate 35 to San Marcos Street, 

                                                 
50 Ibid., vii. 

51 Frank Brown, ―Annals of Travis County and of the City of Austin‖ (typescripts at the Austin History 

Center and at the Archives of the Texas State Library), Chapter VII, 28, 31, 32, as cited by Kenneth 

Hafertepe in A History of the French Legation in Texas. 

52 Hafertepe, A History of the French Legation in Texas. 



 

29 

 

and from Seventh Street north to Eleventh Street.53 On November 6, 1840, Dubois wrote, 

―As I have previously reported to Your Excellency, I have been unable to find a suitable 

lodging and consequently decided to build a house on a beautiful piece of property that I 

bought for that purpose.‖54  

The French Legation bears a strong resemblance to the Capitol of the Republic of 

Texas in Houston that was constructed in 1837. Thomas William Ward, the builder of the 

Capitol, may have helped Dubois design the French Legation. Ward was an Irish builder 

who worked in New Orleans for several years before coming to Texas in 1835 to fight 

with the New Orleans Grays at the Siege of Bexar where he lost his right leg. In 1840 he 

was elected Mayor of Austin and lost his right arm while loading a cannon for the Texas 

Independence celebration. His Anglo heritage combined with his experience working in 

New Orleans likely explains the architectural style of the French Legation.  The loblolly 

pine house combines Greek Revival and Mississippi Valley French architecture. War also 

raised the house approximately two feet off of the ground as was common in Louisiana.55 

Dubois de Saligny sold the house and the land to Father Jean Marie Odin on 

December 29, 1840, before he had finished construction. Odin purchased the property for 

$6,500, $5,500 more than Dubois paid for the property. Dubois de Saligny agreed to pay 

to finish the house and build a kitchen and a stable. In exchange, the chargé would be 

allowed to live in the house until April 1, 1842. Instead of sealing the house as he had 

promised Odin, Dubois stretched canvas from joist to joist and painted it. This was a 

common finish at the time, except the house was always sealed first. This trick to save 

                                                 
53 Deed Book, Travis County Courthouse, Austin, vol Q, 561-564, as cited by Kenneth Hafertepe in A 

History of the French Legation in Texas. 

54 Barker, The French Legation in Texas, 170. 

55 Kenneth Hafertepe, ―French Legation,‖ Handbook of Texas Online, June 12, 2010, 
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money and not fulfill his promises seems to be consistent with Dubois‘ character and past 

actions. 56  

The dates suggest that Dubois de Saligny did not actually occupy the house for 

very long, if he lived there at all. In November, 1840, Dubois wrote, ―Unfortunately, the 

difficulty in obtaining building materials and especially my long illness have held up the 

work considerably, and I fear that I will not be able to move into my new house before 

spring.‖57 It is unclear exactly when construction on the house was completed; however 

most likely, it was not finished until the middle of 1841. Further sources suggest that the 

house may have been completed by August, 1841.58 According to Hafertepe, whether or 

not Dubois occupied the house is not entirely important. He argues that the house is still 

significant because ―Dubois had it built.‖ Furthermore, ―It is important because of the 

other historic figures that stayed or dined there: Henri Castro, Sam Houston, Anson 

Jones.‖  In addition, it is the oldest remaining building in Austin, and is one of a very few 

number of buildings in Texas that remain from the time when Texas was a republic.59 

While this is true, the house is preserved as the home of Alphonse Dubois, not as a 

building where historic figures might have stayed or dined.   

THE ROBERTSON ERA 

Father Odin sold the house on October 30, 1847, to Moseley Baker for $2,000. 

Soon after, on May 16, 1848, Baker sold the house to Dr. Joseph W. Robertson. The area 

of the French Legation is known as Robertson Hill. In 1836 Dr. Robertson left Alabama 

                                                 
56 Mrs. Barclay (Margaret) Megarity, ―Authenticated Research on French Legation,‖ May 1, 1957, p. 3m 
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59 Ibid., 21-22. 
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and moved to Bastrop County where he established a medical practice. He served a short 

stint as a Texas Ranger from February 1 until May 10, 1838.  He also represented Bastrop 

County in the House of Representatives of the Fourth Congress of the Republic of Texas 

from 1839-1840. In 1840, Robertson moved to Austin where he established a medical 

practice and pharmaceutical business. His wife, Ann Philips, and daughter died in June of 

1841. He was remarried on September 7, 1842, to Lydia Lee; together they had ten 

children. In 1843 he was elected the fifth mayor of Austin. Robertson died on August 15, 

1870, but his memory was kept alive by his many children and grandchildren.60 
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Figure 6: The French Legation 

Original Painting by twelve-year-old Julia Robertson, circa 1858, courtesy of the

 French Legation Museum Archive 

Sarah Robertson Smith and Lillie Robertson were the last Robertson descendants 

to live in the house. They graciously ―permitted thousands of visitors to view the historic 

structure, which was constructed of hand-hewed wood from Bastrop and hardware from 

France.‖61 Lillie Robertson was a member and past president of the DRT. Her obituary 

states that she was ―A keen student of Texas history‖ and she ―was credited with leading 

the movement for preservation of the original land office building…and also was active 

in preserving the Alamo.‖ In addition, ―Her efforts brought about provision of the State 

                                                 
61 Austin Bureau of the News, ―Texas Hostess at Old Embassy is Dead at 88‖, November 7, 1939. 
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Cemetery and she also helped inaugurate the Stephen F. Austin birthday luncheons now 

held over the state.‖62  

Lillie Robertson died only a few months before her sister Sarah. According to 

various accounts, both sisters‘ lives began and ended in the house. ―Mrs. Smith died at 

the embassy yesterday morning, in the same room in which she was born.‖63 The house 

stayed in the Robertson family until the Daughters of the Republic of Texas purchased it 

on August 11, 1948.64 

THE DRT TAKES CONTROL OF THE FRENCH LEGATION 

When Lillie Robertson and Sarah Robertson Smith died, the DRT began a 

campaign to acquire the property from the fourteen remaining Robertson heirs. The 

crusade was led by Mrs. Walter Prescott Webb, then President of the DRT. According to 

a June 10, 1945, newspaper article from the Austin American-Statesman, the first 

donation to the Daughters of the Republic of Texas‘s fund to purchase the old French 

Embassy was five dollars from Carroll Edgar, an Austin sailor in the South Pacific. The 

DRT was quoted in the article saying, ―If enough Texas civilians are as patriotic as 

Carroll Edgar, we‘ll have no trouble raising the money.‖65 However, the DRT was only 

able to raise $250.00, $100.00 of which was donated by Mrs. Webb‘s daughter.66  

Consequently, Mrs. Webb began lobbying the state to appropriate the 

approximately $24,300 to buy the building. In June 1945 Governor Coke Stevenson 

signed legislation that revived the 1936 Texas Centennial Commission. The legislation 

                                                 
62 Ibid. 

63 ―Mrs. Smith‘s Funeral Set‖, n.d. 

64 Hafertepe, A History of the French Legation in Texas, 32. 

65 ―DRT Starts Campaign for Funds to Buy Embassy,‖ Austin American Statesman (Austin, TX, June 10, 

1945). 

66 Lois Sager, ―Historic Treasures to Fill Texas‘ Old French Legation,‖ The Dallas Morning News, 

October 5, 1949, sec. I. 
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made $24,300.00--leftover from the Centennial Fund--available to help purchase the 

Embassy.67 It was not until two years after the 49
th

 Legislature passed the act authorizing 

the use of the funds, that Attorney General Price Daniel decided that the money could be 

used for the purchase of the ―French Embassy‖.68 Supposedly, a rumor that Henry Ford 

planned to buy the building for $50,000 and move it to Dearborn ―spurred the 

Legislature‘s patriotic gesture.‖69  

Representative Cecil H. Barnes stated that ―his principal objective is to assist 

Daughters of the Republic of Texas in their effort to buy the French Embassy as an 

historic shrine. It is the only such building in the United States and was constructed a 

hundred years ago when Texas was a Republic.‖70 The Daughters of the Republic of 

Texas was responsible for providing the rest of the money needed to purchase the 

Embassy. According to a 1945 article from the Austin American Statesman, the final 

purchase price was $31,000.71  

                                                 
67 Ibid. 

68 The Austin American Capitol Staff, ―Daniel Ruling Clears French Embassy Sale,‖ The Austin American 

Statesman (Austin, TX, May 22, 1947). 

69 Sager, ―Historic Treasures to Fill Texas‘ Old French Legation.‖ 

70 ―Purchase of Historic French Embassy at Austin Contemplated,‖ Dallas Morning News, May 18, 1945. 

71 ―French Embassy to be Open to Public Soon,‖ Austin American Statesman, June 16, 1945.? 
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Figure 7: Northwest Elevation with Kitchen Addition and Outbuilding 

Circa 1940. Jessie McIlroy Smith Papers. French Legation Museum Archives 

The house was in very poor condition when the DRT began its quest to purchase 

it. It was described as ―the dilapidated historic white frame house.‖ It was ―sagging a 

little at its seams, its paint peeled…overgrown with shrubs and flowers.‖72 The DRT 

took possession of the property in August of 1949. Many different architects and 

designers submitted plans and worked on the restoration over the course of the project. In 

1951, Carl Stautz donated his architectural services to the project. In that year, the 

foundation and porch were repaired, exterior painting was done, original handmade 
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shingles and square roof nails were salvaged, and the roof was replaced.73 In 1952, a plan 

for the garden was designed by Armon E. Mabry, a lecturer in Architectural Engineering 

at the University of Texas and James Dalrymple, a graduate student in landscape 

architecture. The French-inspired formal gardens, while considered lovely, are certainly 

not what were originally on the property.74 Austin landscape architect C. Coatsworth 

Pinkney took over the project when Armon Mabry and James Dalrymple left Austin. He 

softened the formal gardens and added plantings. In 1953, the American Institute of 

Decorators prepared a detailed plan based on research for restoring the house. Architect 

August Watkins Harris prepared detailed restoration plans for the French Legation in 

1953. In 1954, the DRT used the plans of the American Institute of Decorators and 

August Watkins Harris to complete repairs and restoration work. The 1880 Robertson‘s 

addition was torn down at this time. In addition, a stone and brick terrace was constructed 

across the north side of the house where the addition once stood.75  

                                                 
73 ―Proceedings of the Sixteenth Annual Meeting of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas‖, 14, 15, 16 

May 1951, pp 71, 118, 119. French Legation Archive. Cited by Volz & AssociatesInc., Historic Structures 

Report for the French Legation Museum Main House. 

74 Hafertepe, A History of the French Legation in Texas, 32-33. 

75 Volz & AssociatesInc., Historic Structures Report for the French Legation Museum Main House. 
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Figure 8: Northeast Elevation with Bathroom and Kitchen Additions  

Circa 1940. Jessie McIlroy Smith Papers. French Legation Museum Archives 
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Figure 9: North Elevation  

1956. Bill Malone Photograph. French Legation Museum Archives 

Mrs. Barclay (Margaret) Megarity became President-General of the DRT in May, 

1955. As she had promised during her campaign, she completed the restoration of the 

French Legation in her two-year term. Mrs. Megarity hired the restoration architect 

Raiford Stripling in 1955. Stripling completed most of the interior restorations and 

repairs, including, but certainly not limited to, adding sheet rock between the studs for 

extra insulation and replacing the canvas covering on the walls. In addition, the attic was 
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insulated and sealed and a powder room was added. The house was opened as the French 

Legation Museum by the Daughters of the Republic of Texas on April 5, 1956.76 

Both Stripling and Mrs. Megarity were aware of the preservation mistakes that had been 

made by their predecessors, but they did not have the funds to correct them. The brick 

terrace that was added to the north façade of the house would not have existed 

historically because there was no brick in Austin in 1839. In addition, the casement 

windows that were installed during the restoration were found to have the wrong number 

of panes and opened inward instead of outward. Mrs. Megarity and Stripling also planned 

to complete a reconstruction of the original kitchen and stable when funds were more 

plentiful. 

 
Figure 10: South Elevation  

Circa 1940. Jessie McIlroy Smith Papers. French Legation Museum Archives  

                                                 
76 ―Daughters of the Republic of Texas: Organization, Eligibility for Membership, Achievements‖, n.d., 

DRT Vertical File, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History. 
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Figure 11: South Elevation  

Circa 1970. French Legation Museum Archives 

In 1967 a new kitchen was constructed based on Striplings drawings in 

approximately the same area as the original building, but probably not the same style as 

the building that had been destroyed long ago. 77 Heating and air-conditioning was added 

in 1962. In 1974 the Carriage House was completed. Between 1956 and today, various 

necessary maintenance and repairs were completed to maintain the house. The French 

Legation Museum and the DRT is currently in the midst of a fundraising campaign to 
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complete necessary structural repairs as well as the corrections that Stripling and Mrs. 

Megarity recommended over fifty years ago.78   
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The DRT, Historic Preservation, and Texas Identity  

In order to develop national identity, the population must first perceive that they 

share a common history, ethnic ties, heroes, religious, or culture with the group.79 ―What 

ultimately matters is not what is but what people believe is. And a subconscious belief in 

the group‘s separate origin and evolution is an important ingredient in national 

psychology.‖80 The belief in the myth of a common past, or origin, creates connections 

between the members of a nation. It is a way of identifying with one another and 

differentiating themselves from the groups who do not share the same fabled origins.81 

Edward Linenthal writes in ―A Reservoir of Spiritual Power‖, that there are many 

different types of sacred patriotic sites in America. ―Battle sites function as ceremonial 

centers on this landscape, connecting each generation with the actions of cultural heroes 

whose courage and willing sacrifice have provided archetypal models of devotion to the 

principles of the nation.‖ The Alamo was clearly seen as an important site before the 

DRT gained control. Francis Moore, Jr. wrote in 1840 of the Alamo that, ―Since the fall 

of Travis and his heroic band, it has been dismantled; and is no longer a fortress, it 

remains to designate the Thermopylae of Texas.‖82 It was not until The DRT preserved 

the Alamo that it became a protected and revered site.  

The physical building that is the Alamo is entirely inseparable from the intangible 

emotion that it evokes in its audience. The building has become entirely embedded in our 

                                                 
79 D. W Davis and R. E Brown, ―The antipathy of black nationalism: behavioral and attitudinal 

implications of an African American ideology,‖ American Journal of Political Science 46, no. 2 (2002): 

239–252. 
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1975). 
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shared cultural memory. Unconsciously, the audience‘s response is intrinsically 

associated with the identity of Texas. The Alamo is a symbol with a set of beliefs that are 

intrinsically associated with it. Historic sites provide nations with a concrete place to 

celebrate the achievements of the nation and mourn its tragedies. The Alamo stands today 

as the principal symbol of the Texan identity.    

The Legation‘s meaning as part of the Texas identity was formed not by battle 

and the tearing down of walls. Rather, its meaning comes from its very interpretation 

early on as a significant part of the history of the Republic of Texas.  

If a less illustrious and well-connected individual had built the French Legation, it 

would be known today, if it had survived, as the Robertson house, or at the very least the 

_______-Robertson House. Today, the building would be summarized as ―The home of 

Dr. Joseph W. Robertson. Texas Ranger, Representative from Bastrop County in the 

House of Representatives of the Fourth Congress of the Republic of Texas, and 

prominent Austin Physician.‖  

The mere fact that a French Diplomat to the Republic of Texas built the house, 

gave it not only its name, but helped insure its very protection across time. It is 

reasonable to surmise that one of the reasons the Robertson family lived in the home for 

so long, particularly as Austin grew and changed is that it was the French Embassy. 

Letters were addressed to ―The French Embassy on Robertson Hill.‖ Lillie Robertson 

opened the home to Austin and the rest of the state; giving thousands of tours while she 

resided there. The Legation was an important part of the way Texans view themselves, 

before the DRT took control of the property.  

The DRT‘s consecration and interpretation of the French Legation as the home of 

the French chargé d‘affaires proves that Texas was an independent Republic that was 
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recognized by important European nations. ―For the creation and perpetuation of nation-

alism, it is important for the people of a nation to believe in a common history and a 

common origin.‖83 France was a preeminent power at the time, and thus it was 

significant for Texas‘ reputation to have a representative of France. The French Legation 

demonstrates that significant countries viewed the Republic of Texas as a nation and an 

important part of the civilized world. By preserving this history, the DRT is preserving 

the memory of Texas as a strong, respected nation, worthy of a French diplomat.  
A 1949 Dallas Morning News article clearly summed up the building‘s 

importance: ―The French embassy is said to be the only building ever erected by a 

foreign government in Texas and one of two ever built in the United States. The other is 

the British Embassy in Washington, D.C.‖84  The author‘s use of the term ―embassy‖ to 

describe the building is particularly interesting because early in the article she clarifies 

that ―actually the new republic did not rate an embassy. The house was built by Count de 

Saligny to house the Legation de France.‖85 In fact, despite her clarification at the 

beginning of the article, the writer never again uses the term ―legation‖ to describe the 

building. Rather, she uses the term ―embassy‖ at least six times. The use of the term 

―French Embassy‖ instead of ―French Legation‖ is consistent throughout the Robertson 

era and into the 1950s. The word ―embassy‖ carries much more power and significance 

than ―legation.‖ ―Legation‖ requires explanation to the citizen, whereas ―embassy‖ is 

immediately recognizable in its significance.  
During the restoration, the DRT published a fundraising booklet titled the 

―Légatíon de France‖. The organization uses nationalistic rhetoric, calling on the citizens 
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of the nation to fight to preserve the common history of the shared ancestors and future 

generations. ―The Legation belongs to all of us. Let‘s do a memorial in our Capital 

worthy of the courage and vision of our ancestors and of the potentialities of our future 

generations. Will not every Texan…help to save this treasure?‖ However, instead of 

calling the citizens of a nation to battle, the DRT is calling for pledges for ―stone walls, 

iron grills and iron gates, stones for the courtyard, gravel for the walks, the kitchen, the 

stables, the interiors of the hall and two rooms, the fertilizer, soil, plantings, and labor.‖86 
In addition, the DRT‘s very choice to interpret the site as the home of the French 

chargé d‘affaires when there is no clear evidence that he ever lived or conducted business 

at the site reinforces the Texas identity. This conscious interpretation decision affects 

perception of the Texas national identity. The DRT‘s language when discussing the 

materials used in the house makes subtle, yet powerful connections between Texas and 

France:  
From the ‗Lost Pines‘ near Bastrop, the lumber was cut, pit-sawed, and hauled by ox-wagon to the 

site. Doors, windows, ceilings, hinges, locks and keys, and mantels were imported from France by 

John Peter Isidor Alphonse Dubois de Saligny, chargé d‘affaires of His Majesty the King of the 

French to the Republic of Texas.87  

In reality, it is very unlikely that Dubois carried all of the fittings including doors, 

mantles, and ceilings, for an entire house all the way from France to the Republic of 

Texas.  
The DRT preserved and created a common Texas national history with the 

preservation of the French Legation Museum. The preservation of the site was of 

particular importance because very few buildings are left in Texas from the era of the 
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Republic. The site proves not only that Texas was once a nation, but also that it was a 

respected nation that received diplomats from world powers. The preservation of the site 

raises Dubois from a fool to a respected diplomat. A DRT publication describes the house 

as a mansion and Dubois as a ―gay and debonair bachelor…experienced diplomat and 

worldly brother-in-law of the French Minister of Finance, Humann.‖88 The house that he 

sold for a 650% profit before it was even completed and may have never even lived in is 

interpreted as The French Legation.  The French Legation gives Texans a physical history 

of the Republic of Texas, thus strengthening and perpetuating the Texas national identity.  

Historic sites are an important part of creating and maintaining a nation-state‘s 

national identity, but even more so when the nation no longer exists. The Alamo and the 

French Legation perpetuate the memory of Texas as an independent republic, and thus 

preserve the Texas national identity.  
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