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A.R. 48 Publicly Reprimanding The Daily Texan Editor and Editorial Board

WHEREAS: Through irresponsible journalistic coverage of the student election process, The
Daily Texan editor and editorial board has endangered the integrity of student representation.

WHEREAS: Basic tenets of journalistic integrity and ethics were violated by The Daily Texan in
its coverage of the Election Supervisory Board’s proceedings last Thursday night, including
sensationalizing and misrepresenting factual occurrences, as well as implementing an editorial
policy that will bias The Texan' s reporting of news over the coming year.

WHEREAS: The current editorial board has unfairly forced next year’s “elected” editor into a
hypocritical quandary in being faced with the decision whether or not follow through with the
current editorial policy stipulated in Friday’s Texan, when it would cause her to not be able to
take office, due to the fact that she would have been “elected” in an “illegitimate” election.

WHEREAS: Editorial attacks on the Election Supervisory Board have ventured into the realm of
libel and should be immediately ceased.

WHEREAS: The Daily Texan has failed the student body in its obligation to provide fair and
unbiased coverage of news important to the University community.

WHEREAS: Editor Rob Addy, Senior Associate Editor Brian Dupre, and Associate Editor Bryan
Curtis have, while within the bounds of accepted editorial freedom, have advocated actions and
positions that are detrimental to the welfare of student life at The University.

THEREFORE:
Be it resolved by the Student Assembly at The University of Texas at Austin:
1 . The Daily Texan Editor and Editorial Board are hereby publicly reprimanded for their
irresponsible journalism.
2. The Assembly calls on the Texas Student Publications Board to meet for the purpose of
discussing violations of journalistic ethics and integrity by The Daily Texan Editorial Board.
3. The student body will not tolerate a continuation of a politically motivated and biased news
source, and asks the Student Fees Advisory Committee to drop its subscription in the amount of
$264,000 if the Texas Student Publications Board does not clarify The Texan' s role as an
unbiased news source for the University of Texas at Austin.

Sponsored by Vice President Opiela.


