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STATEMENT BY THE POSMkSTER-GENERAL, THE RIGHT HON. W.S. MORRISON;

M.C., K.C., M.P. AT A PRESS CONFERENCE HELD AT THE MINISTRY OF

INFORMATION ON WEDNESDAY, 27th NOVEMBER AT 11.30 a,F.<

CHRISTMAS POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS.

The Postmaster General desires to call the attention of the public to the

difficulties with which the Post Office will be confronted during the approaching
Christmas Season, and to the special need for the very early posting of parcels,
packets, letters and cards intended to secure delivery by Christmas Day.

Communications are vital to the prosecution of the war, and as a consequence they
have been made a special target for enemy bombers. It is not possible, for security
reasons, to give details of the damage, but it is important to bear this matter in

mind when considering the exceptional difficulties of the Post Office this year in

dealing with the Christmas mail. The Post Office is always dependent on efficient

road and rail transport. When difficulties arise on these Services the Post Office

is faced not only with these troubles but with those arising from necessary internal

rearrangement s.

The Post Office will make every endeavour to overcome the difficulties arising
out of the war so as to ensure the speediest delivery of parcels, packets, letters

and cards during the Christmas season. But it is essential in this great task to

receive the fullest co-operation of the public who are urged to post much earlier than

usual, and to post during the hours of daylight and before noon, if possible. Such

assistance will even out the flow of traffic, enable much of the preliminary work of

date-stamping and sorting to be done in daylight, and will relieve the collections
from letter boxes during the hours of black-out.

This year the problems of the Post Office are very much increased by the presence
of large numbers of troops in these islands, and correspondence for them will have to

be dealt with at the same time as correspondence for the general public.

The evacuation of large numbers of civilians creates many additional difficulties

for the Post Office in the distribution and redistribution of the Christmas mail.
Families have been scattered,’ many people have left their homes without notifying
their change of address; but those who have given such notification will have their
Christmas mail re-directed to them.

TIMES OF POSTING, COLLECTION AND DELIVERY.

For delivery by Christmas Day, letters and cards, and more especially packets and

parcels,should be posted very early in the week commencing Monday, December 16th - the
earlier the better - and the posting should be completed by December 18th if possible.

England, Wales and Northern Ireland will have one delivery of letters and parcels
on Sunday, December 22nd, and on Christmas Day.

In Scotland there will be no delivery on Sunday, December 22nd, but there will be
deliveries on Christmas Day.

In Eire there will be a delivery on Sunday, December 22nd, in Dublin and in a few
of the more important towns, but no deliveries on Christmas Day and Boxing Day.

There will be no collections on Christmas Day in England, Viales and Northern
Ireland.

On Boxing Day in England, Scotland, Viales and Northern Ireland, the postal
arrangements, with minor local exceptions, will be as on a normal weekday.

LONDON PLANS.
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tons, and. 650,000 bags of parcels weighing 17,000 tons will be sent from London to

every part of Great Britain* An idea of the vastness of this undertaking can be

gained from the Christmas week traffic of i 939 when for inner London alone there were

75,000;000 separate postings in the mails department, ■while on the heaviest day
16,000,000 separate postings were recorded for the same area.

Transport Arrangements.

Transport plays an immense part in the Christmas postal traffic, and the Post

Office has drawn up plans to meet every likely contingency.

Arrangements have been made for 150 special trains of more than 4,000 coaches to

run during Christmas week solely for Post Office purposes.

The Post Office tube railway will be in full operation carrying 400,000 letter

bags and a quarter of a million parcel bags.

Although the London Postal Region has 1,000 vans, an extra 2,000 petrol or horse

drawn vans are wanted. Anyone with a spare van is urged to inform the local Post

Office immediately.

Staffing.

Owing to the scarcity of male labour due to the mobilisation of man power for the

war effort, the Post Office will recruit many thousands of women for sorting and

postal delivery. In London employment will be found for about 12,000 temporary
additional workers, of whom 8,000 will be women.

Married or single women of British birth between the ages of 18 and 50 are

required for sorting and delivery, and here is a splendid chance for women to help
the nation by assisting the Post Office this Christmas. Offers of service are

already pouring in, and recruitment is being effected through the local employment
exchanges and Post Offices.

Women sorters will receive full wages during their training which will begin
about December 9th, and will then be put on to effective work. The flat rate is

1/1-Jd,per hour.

Postwomen with wages at the rate of 1/1-gd. per hour will carry lighter loads than

men, three women doing the work of two postmen. Postwomen were employed in the
later stages of the last war and gave great satisfaction.

The Post Office has made provision for the welfare of the women postal workers

who will have separate accommodation.

Four thousand men will be engaged as porters to help in the Christmas rush, and

they will be paid l/4d. per hour.

Temporary postmen and sorters will receive l/sd. per hour.

Additional Premises.

The extensive Post Office premises are insufficient to meet the requirements of
the huge amount of Christmas traffic, and accordingly 160 temporary premises have
been taken over in the London region. Many of the buildings are church halls and

schools.

PROVINCIAL ARRANGEI4SNTS.

Similar large scale arrangements have been made in all the provincial postal
centres where the volume of Christmas traffic will probably be heavier than last

year. During Christmas week, 1939? there were 300,000,000 separate postings in the
mails department in the provinces, and 9,000,000 parcels. On the busiest day in the

provinces last Christmas 64,000,000 letters, cards and packets were posted.

About seventy thousand temporary workers will be engaged, and more than 40,000
will be women, for the sorting and delivering of the Christmas mail.
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Many women have come forward to offer their services, and. many thousands more

are being recruited in preparation for the great postal drive that will shortly
begin.

POSTER DISPLAY.

The need for e conomy in the use of paper will mean fewer poster displays this

Christmas. The chief poster stresses the Post Office slogan, "POST MUCH EARLIER

THIS CHRISTMAS".

This colourful strip of yellow, red, black and white will be conspicuously
displayed in all Post Offices and on all mail vans.

HOW THE PUBLIC CAN HELP.

The public can assist the Post Office in this difficult Christmas period by
addressing letters and parcels fully and legibly, by including the name of the

County as well as the Post Town, and by using numbers instead of, or in addition to,
the names of houses in addresses.

Parcels and packets should have the address ■written on the cover, and not merely
on a label which might become detached.

Parcels should be well and strongly packed and securely tied, and the sender's

name and address placed inside the package.

Perishable goods should not be sent by parcel post.

The work of the Post Office could be greatly eased by persons sending postal
orders so that gifts can be bought by the recipients. Paper, string and postage
will be saved by this gift method, and the strain upon the Post Office machinery
lessened.

Better still, the public can help the country’s war effort by buying from Post

Offices National Savings Gift Tokens which are exchangeable by the recipient for

Savings Certificates. These are gifts which will increase in value.

AN APPEAL BY THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL.

The Postmaster-General confidently appeals to the public to co-operate more than

ever with the Post Office this Christmas because of the exceptional difficulties
created by the release of 40,000 trained Post Office workers for the Forces, the

slowing up of road and rail services owing to the black-out, the interruption in the

treatment of mails thftt may be caused by hostile air raids, and by the need for

confining deliveries, and collection from letter boxes, as far as possible to the

short hours of daylight.

(DICKER LETTER DELIVERY.

It is the earnest desire of the Postmaster General to ejcpedite the delivery of

mails not only at Christmas, but afterwards. With these objects in view the

Government have approved certain reorganisation proposals which are now being worked

out with the co-operation of the staff organisations.

It is intended that from January Ist, 19M, letters posted up to noon in London

suburbs, and up to 1.0 p.m. at Head Offices in London, shall be delivered first post
next morning anywhere in England and Wales, subject, of course, to unforeseen

interruption through the bombing of postal premises or railways.

The final collection of letters in London will be 4«30 p.m. in the suburbs,
J.JO p»m. in Central London,and 6 p e m. at the General Post Office.

Changes will be made in the night duty shifts of postal workers at the chief

sorting offices in London, and instead of night duty sorters seeking underground
shelters during "danger imminent" periods, they will work continuously in reinforced
basements.
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This will involve a new system of alternate long and short shifts of duty. To

meet this situation sleeping accommodation is being provided, and arrangements have

been made for the erection of bunks and for the provision of many thousands of

pillows and blankets.

All the main line railway companies are co-operating generously with the Post

Office in this reorganisation scheme for ensuring quicker mail delivery throughout
the countryv Many railway timetables will have to be recast, and the Postmaster-
General appreciates the public spirit displayed by the railway companies in the

common endeavour to give the country a much improved postal service.

TELEPHONES.

The Postmaster General announces that the full (day) rates for trunk and toll
calls will be in operation throughout Christmas Day, that is, from 5 a.nu on the

2pth December until 5 a.m. on the 26th December. This is in accordance with

previous practice.

Since the outbreak of war and particularly during the past few months the

conditions in telephone exchanges have been very strenuous, and the Postmaster

General feels sure that the public would wish the telephone staffs to share to the

fullest extent possible, the general respite from work on Christmas Day.

TELEGRAPHS.

The Post Office will endeavour to provide full inland telegraph service on the

usual lines over Christmas, and all classes of telegrams - including Greetings
messages - may be handed in at Post Offices at any hour when they are open; but

it will be recognised that heavy traffic and war exigencies may cause some local

congestion and delay, and it is impossible to guarantee, for example, the delivery
on Christmas Day of non-urgent messages such as greetings.

As regards telegrams to places overseas, special Christmas rates will not be

available this year® To Empire countries, however, the ordinary Empire Social

Telegram service by the system of Cable and Wireless, Ltd. will be available, as

also the cheap (EFM) service for telegrams to members of His jMajesty’s Forces

serving in Empire countries, in Palestine and Egypt.

GENERAL POST OFFICE.



27/11/40 No. 2.

AIR MINISTRY No. 2

AIR MINISTRY AND MINISTRY OF HOME SECURITY COMMUNIQUE

There was a little enemy activity over this country for

some hours after nightfall, after which it ceasecl and up to
6* 30 a*m» had not resumed*

Some bombs were dropped, mostly in Rondon, the West

country and at one point in the Home Counties.

Damage has been slight and casualties few.
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FLA S H

Last night the R.A.F. bombed targets in Northern Italy
and in Germany including Berlin.

AIR AFFAIRS
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TOBACCO AND CIGARETTES FOR PRISONERS OF

WaR AND CIVILIANS INTERNED ABROAD.

Tobacco and cigarettes may now be sent free of duty to

prisoners of war and interned civilians in enemy and enemy-

occupied countries by firms who hold a special permit from

the Censorship Department.

Orders should be placed with these firms by relatives
desiring to take advantage of the arrangement which extends

also to prisoners of war in neutral countries.

GENERAL POST OFFICE
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The following notes of the speech of the Pt. Hon.

A* Duff Cooper Minister of Information at a luncheon

of the National Defence Public Interest Committee
in London today Wednesday Nov.27th 19U0 must on no

account be used unless and until it has been checked

against delivery at the luncheon.

I am glad to have been asked to speak at a defence luncheon

because I dare to take the invitation as a sign that those

responsible for it do appreciate that the Ministry of Information
is a defence department.

Perhaps the name of the Ministry has been its first misfortune

Many people are inclined to ask why there should be a Ministry
of Information at all. We cannot surely need a large department
of state to inform us of what is going on. The newspapers are

perfectly capable of doing that and would probably do it better

if they were left to themselves, as they were in the past, than

they can with the interference of the Ministry.

In order to understand properly the functions of the Ministry
as I see them we should review for a moment the astonishing
history of this first year of war. What are the weapons that have

proved most efficacious, to what principally has been due the

remarkable success of our opponents?

Has it been principally owing to their military prowess, to

their naval achievements, or to the performance of their air force?

Ido not believe so. There have been few great battles fought in

this war. Wherever the German and the British soldier have met the

British soldier has shown himself the better man. Wherever vessels
of the two fleets have encountered one another such encounters

have proved that the traditions of the Royal Navy have not altered,
and British ships, even when their tonnage is less, their range
shorter and their guns smaller than those of their adversary, can

always prove their superiority owing to the training, the seaman-

ship and the deathless courage of British sailors. In the new

element of the air the youthful heroes of the R.A.F. and those of

the F.A.A. 'have shown that we are destined to inherit the future

sovereignty of the air as we have so long retained the sovereignty
of the oceans.
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Nor would I speak in a narrow, national spirit of self satisfaction
Our allies, even those who have been overthrown, have given and are

still giving proof of their high courage 0 Germany can point with pride
if she is proud of it - to the many nations who are to-day groaning

under her hateful tyranny, but we can point with greater pride to men,
free men from all those nations who are still fighting heroically by
our side in the determination to recover their freedom, From the
earliest victim countries - from Czecho-Slovakia and from? Austria -

there are men who have rallied to the cause of freedom and have

preferred the bitterness of exile and even in some cases the charge of
treason to the easier path of submission and to the humiliation of
slavery. Let us do full honour to those brave men who are fighting
beside us, and let us see in them, tho T they may not be numerous today,
the true reflection of their countries’ aspirations, the enduring
record of their countries’ greatness, the faithful mirror of their
countries’ souls 6

Why then, (l return to the question which remains unanswered) why
have so many great countries, the homes of so many "brave men, "been so

swiftly and. easily overcome? It has not, I maintain, been principally
due to military strategy, to weight of armaments, still less to
military valour or technical skill. Never in the history of the world,
have such vast victories been accomplished, with fewer casualties. How

are we to account for it? What is the weapon that has so far won this
war? I do not beliove it is the tank, I do not 'believe it is the

submarine. I do not believe it is the bomber. The-'enemy may have
superiority in quantity but certainly not in quality in any of these

weapons. Not one of them was responsible for the spectacular and.

catastrophic collapse of Holland, and. Belgium and. France, Not one of
them has been used, to secure the submission of Hungary or to overawe

the resistance of Roumania. It is a new weapon - a new kind, of weapon
that has so successfully achieved, these astonishing results. And. the
shortest name for that weapon is propaganda. It is an insufficient

name and covers only one form of political warfare, but we know from

Hitler’s own admission in his own book how much importance he attaches

to it. Before the war we had an Admiralty - a War Office and an Air

Ministry, but we had no Ministry of Propaganda. But long before the

\> ar Germany had a Ministry of Propaganda which was known to be spending
twenty million pounds a year. Few people in this country could tell

you the neme of Hitler’s Ministers for the Navy, the Army and the Air
Force, but there is nobody who had not heard the detestable name of

Goebbels, the Minister of Propaganda,

/If



If ever the whole history is revealed of the political warfare

which Germany has been carrying on since the Nazis came into power,
the world will be astounded. In every country, not in Europe only,
tut in Asia and throughout the Americas, they have been spending
money with fabulous extravagance, buying, bribing, corrupting, black-

mailing, getting power over unscrupulous politicians, purchasing
newspapers, setting up clubs and societies to support their views,
making tools very often of honest men and agents of scoundrels, with
one object only and always in view - namely gradual subjugation of the
whole world* It was by these means that they lulled so many nations
into a sense of false security and brought about that strange phenomenon
strangest in history, when all the nations who after years defeated

Germany, sat round in palsied impotence and raised no finger while.

Germany before their eyes completed her preparations to commit again
the crime that she committed in 191U*

Daily now we see the conquest of nations taking place without a

blow being struck - Hungary falls yesterday, Rumania to-day, each of
them in turn is summonsed into the presence of the all powerful and

signs upon the dotted line*

One mistake, however, the dictators have made* Mussolini is not
so thorough as his master c This Tecla dictator thought that Greace

would prove as helpless a victim as Albania* His awakening was rude
,

and he is still rubbing his eyes* The spirit of liberty which the

modern world has inherited from the ancient Greeks is still present in

the hearts of their remote descendants and has asserted itself with th©

same vigour as it was in a by-gone age, when that small country hurlcct
back the enormously superior forces of the Persian tyrant* It is a

glorious thought that the two nations who, the one in the ancient and
the other in the modern world, have contributed most to civilisation,
should now be fighting hand in hand against the hordes of the barbarians,
who will always try and have sometimes succeeded in stamping out the
light of civilisation for a while*

Neither political warfare, nor any other kind of warfare is so

well understood hy the Italians as hy the Germans hecause the Italians,
although they are now under the leadership of a worthy fellow country-
man of Al Capone* are indeed a civilised people, and the time will come

when, having recovered their liberty, they will remember their civil*
isation.

/Nor
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Nor in this country has political warfare been seriously

studied. There was no Ministry of Propaganda.or of Information

before the war and therefore when we are criticised to-day, we,

the Ministry of Information, for not knowing how to do our business,

wo have at least the excuse that we have never been trained for it.

On the outbreak of war a Ministry of Information was discovered full

grown, possibly overgrown, with a list of names and departments

and a rough idea of the duties it had to perform.
_

The principal
one of those duties is to make plain to other nations the cause,
that we are fighting for and to rally to that cause not only neutral

countries, but the great minorities in enemy countries who believe

it is their cause too. Foreign propaganda is the most important,

as I say, of the Ministry*s duties, but at the present time it is

the most difficult to perform. WG are almost cut off from the

continent of Europe, and a prompt supply of British news, British

newspapers and British pictures to all the countries of Europe is an

impossibility. We must rely principally on the air service for our

communication. We have also the great weapon of the wireless, but

here again we are outnumbered by the enemy, who has captured the

wireless machinery of all the countries he has conquered and who,
terrified of the truth reaching those countries, devotds the great
part of that machinery to making our messages inaudible. We have

also another modern invention, which is an invaluable vehicle of

propaganda - namely the talking picture, but here again we have the

difficulty of showing our pictures where we Would have them seen.

The written word, the spoken word and the moving picture - these are

the principal weapons of our armoury, and I can assure you that we

,/re endeavouring to use them to the best of our ability, and that we

are increasing their use and their efficiency.

We also have a task to perform at home. In war time we must all

be more careful what we say than in
. days of peace, for we all

have information in our possession that would be of value to the enemy,
and it is our bounden duty, therefore, to watch our words lest an

idle one should hurt our cause. But very often we do not know our-

selves what information would be valuable and what valueless. There-
fore there must be a department of state with the duty of giving some

guidance to the public on these vital matters. The newspapers
remain the normal and regular channels through which information
'3 conveyed, and the newspapers have played and are playing their

part worthily. It is my duty to keep as closely in touch with them
as I can and to give them as clear a picture as I am able of the

policy of the Government.

/I take
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I take them completely into my confidence and that confidence is
never betrayed. It is only by telling them secrets that you can be
sure the secret will not slip out. If a man does not know that a

certain matter is secret, he cannot be blamed for spreading it.
Therefore the only way to prevent the leakage of information that

might be of value to the enemy is to tell those who control the press

exactly what that information is and why it is valuable and to give
them a broad background of knowledge which enables them to judge for
themselves when to speak and when to be silent. We have a patriotic

press, representing many points of view but quite united in thSir desire tc

win the war. They have already contributed to the winning of it.
Nothing did .more harm to the cause of France than the censorship of
the free expression of opinion and the free dissemination of harmless
news. The result was that the people of France did not really know the

truth until it was too late.

It is not in my opinion for the Ministry of Information to give
information otherwise than through the columns of the press or by
pesters; it is for the press itself to give the information in
accordance with the guidance that it gets from the Government, and it
is for the Ministry and press together to get that information over

to the enemy and to the neutral countries. We have a message for
them as we have a message for our own people - a message which, when
they plainly understand it, should convince them that our cause is theirs..

There is some demand at present for a closer definition. of war

aims. There seems some criticism that such a definition has not

been made already. But when a man is set upon by two gangsters in a

dark street and finds himself fighting for his life he is hardly in a

mood to turn aside and explain to some benevolent enquirer exactly
what it is he is fighting for. He knows too well. We did not seek
this war and no sane man in any country in the world believes that
we did. On the contrary we sought almost too sincerely, almost too-

long, almost too hopefully to avoid it f It was thrust upon us

against our will and our first war aim is victory. But there is
no reason why we should not indulge in some speculation as to what
may come after.

The Germans are endeavouring to persuade Europe that they have

something newto offer to the world. Nothing could he further from the
truth. The order which they are establishing is the oldest order

in the world. It is based upon brute force; it has its foundation in

the sunpression of freedom. The first chieftain of the earliest savage
tribe offered to his subjects th® kind of order that Hitler offers to

Europe to-day, the kind of order in which a man may not speak unless
he says what is pleasing to the chieftain, the kind of order in which

every man is trained to fight and taught to thihk that fighting is the
finest of human occupations, the kind of order in which independence
of mind is a crime.
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Such an order has been the rule rather than the exception in human

affairs; We do not read much of those vast communities which during
the greater pari of human existence have lived under tyranny; we

do not read much of them for the simple reason that people living in
those conditions very soon forget how to write. Germany is forgetting
how to write to-day* ■ Not a book that is worth reading has come out

of Germany since Hitler imposed his tyranny. It is only the exiles
that carry on the tradition of German culture.

We, on the other hand, have something new to offer the world.

We have in our own Commonwealth of Nations the example of the first
vast empire that has ever been based upon consent and not upon force.
For the second time in a generation this great experiment of inter-
national co-oporatior. has been tested by the terrible test of war,
for the second time the commonwealth is standing that test and will
survive it. We tried after the last war to introduce a better order

among the nations, we tried by the experiment of the League, and
there was no country who worked harder for the League or believed in
it more sincerely than Great Britain. The League failed, but we

shall have learned by our failure and when we come again to forming
some free association of nations we shall not make the same mistakesi
We cannot lay down the exact shape which that association will take
or the rules by which it will be governed. We cannot do so any more

than we can lay down the frontiers of the new Europe, and for the

very simple reason that the shape of that association, those rules,
those frontiers, must be agreed to freely by all those nations, many
of them to-day enslaved, which will be summoned to the council chamber.

Many of the ruins that lie around us in this'city to-day represent
houses which were neither very beautiful nor perfectly adapted to the

purposes they served, yet we were not prepared to pull them down, we

had rather that they remained there, for we had gx»own to love them,
but now that through no fault of ours they are in ruins we can

resolve to build them up better and more beautiful than they were

before. Equally the world of two years ago was not a perfect world
nor was Great Britain a perfect country. We would very much rather

have gone on as we were. We were trying to the best of our ability
to make things better, we did not want a war, nor the destruction that

it has brought, but since this war will to a large extent destroy

Europe, and perhaps the world, we - when it is over - will resolve to

build a better world in its place, to solve the problems that seemed

unsolvable, to profit even by destruction itself, which will have

cleared the way for those whose task it then will be to build again.

MINISTRY OF INFORMATION.



27/11/UO - No
AIR MINISTRY 237U,

AIR MINISTRY & MINISTRY OF HOME SECURITY COMMUNI

Shortly "before daybreak this morning a few bombs

were dropped in the London area> and also at two points
In Eastern England, Very little damage was done and

there were no casualties.



Press Notice: for publication morning papers, Thursday, November 28, 1940.

LORD DERBY ON "URGENT NEED FOR BINOCULARS."

"Binoculars which in the past have contributed to your pleasure will in the
future be used to anticipate and help frustrate our common danger." This
was said last night by the Earl of Derby, broadcasting an appeal for
binoculars for the Fighting Services which he described as "urgent - very
urgent."

This personal appeal marked the opening of a national campaign which
has been organised by the Ministry of Supply.

Lord Derby said:

"Do you realise what accuracy of eyesight means to the gunners of the

Navy, the Army and the Royal Air Force? Their eyesight may be good,
perhaps abnormally good, but only vriLth binoculars can they obtain the

accuracy of aim and quickness of decision which is essential to them for
our defence.

"You will understand, I am sure, how imperative it is that there should
be a supply of binoculars sufficient to enable men specially picked for the

purpose to spot the enemy in good time, whether it be at sea, on land or in

the air.

"Now binoculars are difficult to make and require skilled labour to

produce them. The ordinary peacetime rate of production is not sufficient

to meet the exceptional requirements of wartime. Suddenly to expand
production entails new plant, new buildings, as well as more workers who must

be highly skilled. All this is not easy to secure, and takes time.

"If, therefore, we are to give the Services what they require, we must

fall back on our reserves. And these reserves are largely in the

possession of people who have used binoculars for the purposes of sport.
Racing is probably the chief contributor; yachting and stalking are

obvious examples; but in many other sports the enthusiast takes his glasses
with him.

"I have undertaken to ask all owning binoculars to surrender them

either by gift or by sale for Active Service. The country needs them.

I’ve no doubt that you who can do so will willingly respond to this appeal.
You will, I am confident, be glad to know that the binoculars which in the

past have contributed to your pleasure will in the future be used to

anticipate and help frustrate our common danger.

"Let me repeat, please, that the need of the Services for these

binoculars is urgent - very urgent. And let me now say what I’m asking
you to do.

"In every town one or more of the regular opticians have generously
undertaken to act as receiving agents to the Ministry of Supply. Your local

optician will gladly inspect your binoculars and will either himself give
you an official receipt for them, if they are of suitable type, or else will

direct you to your nearest authorised depot.

"By the vray, if your pair of binoculars is suitable, you will receive a

cheque from the Ministry of Supply based on. a fair valuation ~ unless, of

course, you decide to give them to your country.

"If it is impossible to take binoculars to an authorised local

collecting/
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collecting agent, they can be posted, preferably Registered, to:

Binocular Regional Officer,
191, Regent Street, London, W.l.

A tie-on label should be attached bearing the name and address of the

sender, and an endorsement ’Sale’ or ’Gift’ as the case may be. By
this method your binoculars will reach the hands that are waiting for
them without delay.

"I am told there are no fewer than 125,000 suitable binoculars in

private possession,. That number would make good the deficiency.

’’Bring out any .pair you can spareB That I’m sure you will do"

Ministry of Supply,
Press Office,
Adelphi, W.C«2»

27th November, 1940*
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FOOD AND MOUTH DISEASE IN HAMPSHIRE

The existence of foot-and mouth disea -.e was confirmed

yesterday evening amongst cattle at Portsmouth, Hampshire.

An Order has been issued and is now in force prohibiting
the movement, except by licence of all cattle, sheep, pigs,

goats and deer within approximately 15 miles of the infected
premises. The area subject to restrictions lies within the
counties of.Hampshire and West Sussex.

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
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At the invitation of the Minister of Pensions, Sir Walter

Womersley, M.P., the following distinguished surgeons have

recently accepted appointments as Honorary Consultants to the
Ministry of Pensions:-

Sir Cuthbert S. Wallace, Bt., K.C.M.G., C.8., F.R.C.S.,
E. Rock Carling, Esq.., F.R.O.S. J G

O
R, Girdlestone, Esq., F.R.C.S.;

and Sir Frank Colyer, K.B.E, , F.R.C.S.

MINISTRY OF :PENSIONS.

NOTES ON THE FOUR HONORARY CONSULTING SURGEONS TO THE MINISTRY OF

PENSIONS.

Sir Cuthbert S. Wallace, Bt, , K.C.M.G. ,
C.B.

, F.R.C,S.

Consulting Surgeon to St. Thomas’s Hospital. Was Major
General, Army Medical Service, and Consulting Surgeon to the B.E.F.
in the Great War.

E. Rock Carlin,o\ Esq, . F.R.C.S.,

Senior Surgeon, Westminster Hospital, Consulting Surgeon to
the Seamen's Hospital, Greenwich, and several other hospitals.
Holder of the South African War Medal. Was a Major in the Royal
Army Medical Corps, Territorial Armyc

G,R, Girdlestone, Esq* , E.R.C.S.

Until recently Nuffield Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery
at Oxford University. Honorary Surgeon to Wingfield-Morris
Orthopaedic Hospital, Oxford, and Honorary Orthopaedic Surgeon to
Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford, and several other hospitals and
Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon to Bristol City Council.

Sir Frank: Colyer, K.8.E,, F,R O C.S.

Consulting Dental Surgeon to Charing Cross Hospital and the
Royal Dental Hospital. Honorary. Consulting Dental Surgeon to
Croydon War Hospital and Queen's Hospital, Sidcup, where so many
jaw and facial injury cases of the Great War were treated.



AIR MINISTRY BULLETIN N0.2 27/11/UO - No.ll.

Air Ministry News Service o

R.A.F. RAID ON TURIN.

The Royal Arsenal at Turin was attacked by heavy bombers
of the R.A.F. last night. It was raided only four nights ago,
and this second attack has greatly increased the damage. Our

bombers came over in quick succession, they found no cloud over
the city and were able to pick out their objective by various
land marks.

The first aircraft arrived just before 11 o’clock and dropped
high explosive and incendiary bombs which immediately started a

number of fires. The pilots of the next bombers described how they
saw on their arrival one of the larger factory buildings two hundred

yards long by fifty yards wide already well alight. Not only was it

burning fiercely but as the flames reached explosive material there
were frequent eruptions in the middle of the blaze.

Nev/ fires were started and about half an hour later, when our

bombers had reached the Alps and none were over the city, observers

looked back over the plain and saw that Turin was still being
disturbed by a number of explosions.
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The following official communique was issued to-day
from Cairo:-

All Fronts: No change in the

MINISTRY OF INFORMATION
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Correction to Air Ministry Casualty Communique N<

(MoOel> 26/11/UOc lU* - Air Ministry Bulletin N0 t 2360».)

Heading previously reported ’’missing” now reported
’’prisoner of war”,

Delete the undermentioned:-

ELSY 564041 SERGEANT S*A,

FUGE 41394 PILOT OFFICER B* K* L.

MALLON 42719 PILOT OFFICER J.C,

AIR AFFAIRS
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LOSS OF MAILS

The Postmaster* General announces with regret that letters
and parcels from West Africa, Canada and the United States of

America posted approximately between the dates shown below have

been lost by enemy action.

Letters from the Gold Ooast Colony Posted between the 16thand
21st of October.

Parcels from the Gold Coast Colony Posted between the sth and 21st
of October.

Letters and parcels from Nigeria Posted between the 11th and

19th of October

Parcels from the Cameroons Posted Between the 7th and 12th
(British Sphere) of October

tetter and parcel mails from Canada Posted in the Province of

Ontario between the 18th and

23rd of October (and
correspondingly earlier in other

Provinces)

Letter mails from the United Posted between the 17th and

States of 22nd of October,

GENERAL POST OFFICE
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NOT TO BE PUBLISHED BEFORE THE MORNING PiIPERS SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 30th. NOT TO BE BROADCAST BEFORE 7 ON THAT DATE

The King has been pleased, to approve of the

appointment of Major (Brevet Lieut.-Col.) (acting
Lieut.-Col.) Clifford Claude Hendy Brazier, M.8.E.,
M.l.Meeh. E., AeM.I,E.E.S> Royal Engineers, to be an

Officer of the British Empire (military division) in

recognition of distinguished, services in the field.

The King has also been pleased to approve of the
undermentioned awards in recognition of distinguished
services in the field:-

THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER,

Captain Robert Keeble,
Royal Engineers®

Captain Bernard Buxton, B®Sc a (Eng®), A,M.l.Meeh. E.,
Royal Engineers

Captain Thomas Frederick Goodwin,
Royal Engineers,

Captain David MacNeil Campbell Rose,
The Black Watch (Royal Highland Regiment)

SECOND. BAR TO THE MILITARY CROSS*

Captain David Campbell McCreath, M* Co

The Royal Northumberland Fusiliers,
Reserve of Officers*

BAR TO THE MILITARY CROSS

Second-Leiutenant (temporary Captain) Leslie Reginald
Hulls, M.C.,
The Gordon Highlanders,

THE MILITARY CROSS

Second-Lieutenant Robert Evelyn Brook Fox,
Royal Horse Artillery®

Second-Lieutenant John Arthur Goschen,
Royal Horse Artillery.,

Second—Lieutenant John Wainwright Hopkins,
Royal Horse Artillery, Supplementary Reserve*

Second-Lieutenant John Edward Keith Rae,
Royal Horse Artillery,

i /Dier



No* 83755U Corporal Andrew Victor Cowley,
Royal Armoured Corps (Hussars).

/Chambers

- 2 -

THE MILITARY CROSS (Contd

Second-Lieutenant George Eric Cyril Dier,
Royal Tank Regiment, Royal Armoured Corps,
Supplementary Reserve c

Second-Lieutenant Erling Laurence Stafford Gjemre,
Royal Tank Regiment, Royal Armoured Corps.

Second-Lieutenant Arthur Grahame Molison,
Royal Artillery*

Second-Lieutenant Bernard John Ashwell, A.R.I*B*A.,
Royal Engineers*

Second-Lieutenant William Herbert Dothie,
Royal Engineers.

Lieutenant Hubert Guy Broughton Knight,
Coldstream Guards a

Lieutenant Julian LlewelleP. Palmer,
Coldstream Guardso

Second-Lieutenant Timothy Stoyin Lucas,
The King’s Royal Rifle Corps.

Lieutenant Tajmohammad Khanzada,
11th Sikh Regiment (Indian Army).

Lieutenant Jack Desfowntain,
Rhodesia Regiment.

THE INDIAN ORDER OPMERIT.

Rlsaldar Major Mrhamed Ashraf, 1.D.5.M.,
Royal Indian Army Service Corps.

THE DISTINGUISHED CONDUCT MEDAL.

No. 318897 Sergeant Wilfred Charles Prince,
Royal Armoured Corps (Hussars).

No. 1666664 Corporal John Thomas Hearnden,
Royal Engineers «

No. 2328065 Signalman David Warren Herring,
Royal Corps of Signals.

No. Lance-Sergeant William McGibbon,
The Black Watch (Royal Highland Regiment).

No. 5567817 Warrant Officer Class 11,
(Company Sergeant Major) Percy Jones,
The Wiltshire Regiment (Dulce of Edinburgh’s).

THE MILITARY MED.

No. 545791 Warrant. Officer Class 111,
(Troop Sergeant Majcx*- Lawrence Edward Swain,
Royal Armoure Corps (Hussars).
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THE MILITARY MEDAL (Contd).

No. 319690 Lance-Corporal William Leonard Chambers,
Royal Armoured Corps (Hussars).

No. 7886393 Corporal Lionel Frank Edmonds,
Royal Tank Regiment, Royal Armoured Corps,

No. 806140 Lance-Sergeant Albert Edward Bird,
Royal Artillery.

No. 1071010 Bombardier Joseph William Dixon,
Royal Artillery.

No. 2030192 Staff-Sergeant Albert Henry Smart,
Royal Engineers.

No. 2048607 Sergeant Alfred3 Richard Blake,
Royal Engineers.

No. 2030283 Corporal Jack Mitten,
Royal Engineerso

No. 3707287 Warrant Officer Class 111
(Platoon Serjeant-Major) Albert Armer,
Coldstream Guards.

No. 266171 Lance-Corporal Nicholas John Coleman*
Coldstream Guards.

No. 6088621 Lance-Corporal John Lee Warner,
The Queen’s Royal Regiment (West Surrey).

No. 5351411 Private Jeremiah Keohane,
The Worcestershire Regiment.

No. 2754768 Corporal Harry Robertson,
The Black Watch (Royal Highland Regiment)*

No. 6008270 Sergeant Alfred James Burgar,
The Essex Regiment.

No. 2871816 Warrant Officer Class 111

(Platoon Sergeant-Major) Charles Fullerton,
The Gordon Highland.rs.

No. 2929663 Private Neil Campbell,
The Queen's Ovm Cameron Highlanders.

No. 2931348 Private Hugh Donald Oliver,
The Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders.

No. 2973064 Corporal Alistair MacDonald,
The Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders
(Princess Louise’s),

No. 2978491 Lance-Corporal James Wilson,
The Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders
(Princess Louise’s).

No. 2977037 Private William Kemp,
The Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders
(Princess Louise’s).

No. 10134 Lance-Corporal Colin Adrian Alexander Manning*
East Africa Reconnaissance Squadron*

No. 40025 Sergeant David Hunt,
Northern Rhodesia Regiment.

/Ram
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THE INDIAN DISTINGUISHED SERVICE
‘

MEDAL.

No. 7907 Havildar Balak Ram,
2nd Punjab Regiment (Indian Army).

Jemadar Maula Dad Khan,
Royal Indian Army Service Corps.

Jemadar Gulzar Khan,
Royal Indian Army Service Corps.

No. 170605 Naik Abdullah,
Royal Indian Army Service Corps.

WAR OFFICE.,
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AIR MINISTRY BULLETIN 2377.

Air Ministry Hews Service.

DORNIER’S TAIL SHOT AWAY.

A Dornier bomber, with part of its tail unit shot away,plunged
headlong through cloud after an encounter with two Hurricane

fighters early this morning. It is believed to have fallen into
the sea, but the fighter pilots did not see it crash so it is not

claimed as destroyed,

The two fighters were patrolling off the Suffolk Coast when

the enemy aircraft, a twin-engined Dornier 17 was sighted flying
at the same level. While one fighter ‘‘held the ring”, the pilot
of the second Hurricane turned to attack and, approaching out of
the sun, opened fire at close range. As he broke away, his fire

was returned by the Dornier’s rear top gunner. After silencing
the rear gunner by a second attack delivered at 200 yards range,
the Hurricane pilot launched two more attacks in quick succession

during which the Dornier’s fin was shot away and pieces of the

fuselage were seen to break off and become entangled with the

tail unit.

The enemy bomber at once dived headlong and was last seen

plunging through an unbroken cloud layer 4,000 feet above the sea.
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AIK MINISTRY BULLETIN N0.2378.

Air Ministry News Service.

ATTACKS ON ENEMY SHIPPING.

A Coastal Command Hudson was rocked at 1,500 feet by heavy
blasts when it bombed a 3,000-5,000 tons enemy supply ship off

the Frisian Islands yesterday. Two hits are believed to have

been made, and debris was seen to rise after the bomb bursts.

In daylight, Blenheims of Coastal Command harried small
units of merchant vessels near the enemy coastlines and,
through a cloud gap, struck at a hangar and eight German aircraft
on the tarmac of an aerodrome at Dunkirk.

Other objectives attacked by Blenheims last night were

Knocke aerodrome on the Belgian coast, oil tanks at Ghent and the
naval station at Lorient, where the bombing was carried out at

less than 1,000 feet.

Today another German supply ship was torpedoed near the
Frisian Islands by a Coastal Command Beaufort aircraft which was

on a roving mission.

The vessel was of 5,000 tons. It listed quickly to

starboard and the stern came out of the water with the screw

threshing the air.
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AIR MINISTRY NO. 2379.

AIR MINISTRY COMMUNIQUE.

The main strength of our bomber attack last night was on

armaments factories and other targets in Cologne.

■Other forces of Bomber Command aircraft attacked railways *

in Berlin, the arsenal at Turin, shipping and docks at Rotterdam,
Flushing, Antwerp, Calais and Boulogne.

Aircraft of Coastal Command attacked the naval base at

Lorient and oil targets at Ghent, bombed enemy aerodromes in
occupied-territory and harried shipping off the Dutch coast.

From all these operations five of our aircraft are missing.

During today’s operations by Coastal Command a supply ship
was attacked off the Frisian Islands and left in a sinking
condition.
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OFFICIAL "ADMIRALTY* COWUNIQUE

Information has been received that bur naval forces in the
Mediterranean made contact shortly before noon today with an

Italian force reported to consist of two battleships, accompanied
by a large force of cruisers and destroyers*

Immediately on becoming aware of the approach of our forces
the enemy altered course and retired at high speed towards his

base. Our forces pursued, and it is known that they engaged
the enemy at extreme range*

No further information is at present available, but full
details will be announced as soon as possible.

S.W. 1.ADMIR,
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POSTSCRIPT

■by

ERIC LINKLATER.
—i II—.ll■■ ■■■■ 111. . Wil ■■ ■ I- 4

TO BE BROADCAST APTER THE 6 O’CLOCK NEWS TODAY (Y/EDNESDAI) - CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY.

A certain officer, whose duty lay by chance in a quiet and peaceful quarter of

Great Britain, was given a few days leave and went to London. On the night of his

arrival
u

and the following days, London began to receive the fury of German air-

attsck, and the officer, in the brief period of his military holiday, got a more

intimate acquaintance vzith the war than he had previously acquired on duty. was

a conscientious man, and, like many other soldiers at that timg, he was afraid, not

so much of bombs, as of the general reaction to them.

He spent much of his leave, therefore, in going about London in order to do

what he could to allay civilian panic. He found, to his surprise, remarkably
little panic. But he did find a number of people who were afraid, and who could

not quite conceal their fear. Fear is a. very different thing from panic.

He met two girls, one of whom was quite visibly distressed, and he asked if

he <ould do anything to help them.

"Oh, I’m all right", said the other gs.nl, "but Lily got a bit of a fright.
Lily’s a caution, she is. Lily went and fc.in.ted.”

Lily, who was still rather white, smiled apologetically. "Well, you see, it

was my first one”, she said. ’’The first one that’s fallen really close to me,
I mean. But I’ll be all right next time.”

Now that is a story that should move one, not merely to respect, but to great
confidence. Because the courage of Lily is the best sort of courage. It is

civilised courage. It came from her capacity to make up her own mind, and that

is a civilised capacity.

Two or three months ago, in various parts of Great Britain, and in our forces

overseas, there were many soldiers and sailors who were afraid, and therefore

restless and unhappy. They were anxious, of course, about the physical safety of

their families in London and Liverpool, in the Midlands and on the South Coast;
but their real anxiety was that they were not sure whether their womenfolk had the

mental capacity to endure recurrent danger.

In time .of danger a civilian has the disadvantage that he must decide for

himself whether he is going to behave like a coward or a brave man, The private
soldier has no such burden laid upon him. He has no choice. He is told what to

do, and if he is told to behave vzith courage and resolution, there is discipline to

help him. The private person, •with no discipline save that of his own mind, has

the harder task. And many people, not unxiatiirally t feared that our civilian

population would be unequal to the tremendous duty required of it.

But now we know that our fears were groundless, and our soldiers and sailors
have put away their worst anxiety. They are cheerful again. I have seen, for

myself their returning courage, and now, I think, they are "better men than before.
They no longer doubt the bravery of their womenfolk. They have, indeed, taken new

courage from the example that has been set them by the civilian population whose

only armour is the civilised resolution of their minds.

Of all our munition factories, the most important are the hearts and minds of

ordinary people. And they have "been working overtime; their output is

satisfactory.

BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION.
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Air Ministry News Service.

EXTENSIVE RAIDS. ON COLOGNE.

Early yesterday evening, Cologne was attacked; a second raid

followed in th*e early hours of the morning and lasted from shortly
before five o’clock until just before dawn. Armament works,
electric power plants, goods-yards, railway stations, and docks and
warehouses on both sides of the Rhine were targets for our bombers.
At both times the weather was good and the sky clear.

Fires were started near the Hohenzollern bridge and a number
of explosions followed. i.any high explosive and incendiary bombs

were dropped on other targets. Two bursts were seen on an arament
factory and the resulting fire was still visible to our pilots when
they were fifty miles nearer home.

The extensive harbourage on both sides of the Rhine, with many
acres of covered storage and well over thirty warehouses, was

heavily raided. Twelve large explosions were seen on these targets
and there were two bursts on the goods yards which serve the more

important of these river harbours.

The docks at Rotterdam, and a number of the invasion ports
were raided during the night. At Rotterdam a chain of explosions
was seen over the docks and afterwards there was "a colossal fire",
which pilots judged to be a mile by a quarter of a mile in area;it
was accompanied by the characteristic black smoke of burning oil.
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CIVIL SERVICE WAR BONUS.

The Staff Side of the Civil Service National Whitley Council
was received by the Chancellor of the Exchequer today November 27.
They laid before him arguments in favour of a revision of the
Civil Service war bonus agreement in respect of its amount, its

scope and its basis.

The Chancellor expressed the view that as yet there was not
a strong case for widening the scope or increasing the amount of

the bonus, but promised to ask the Official Side of the National

Whitley Council to look into the evidence and report to him.

As regards the basis of the bonus he said that the Government
adhered to the view that Civil Service remuneration should be

related to substantial changes in rates of pay outside the Service

rather than to the cost of living index.

TREASURY.
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CONVICTIONS FOR REMOVING 'PLANE PARTS.

At Newport (isle of Wight) Borough Session recently,
convictions were recorded against seven persons for removing
parts of a German aeroplane which had been shot down*- The
charges were brought under the Defence (General) Regulation*- 1939>
and a fine was imposed in each case*

MINISTRY OF AIRCRAFT PRODUCTION.
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£7;800 handshakes.

Colonel EkTvR. Wickham, LLP. for Taunton and Colonel
J. J.Liewellin. M. P-., Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry
of Aircraft Production shook hands in the Lobby of the House

of Commons yesterday after Colonel Wickham had handed Colonel
Liewellin a cheque for £7,801.12.6d.

The cheque had been sent to Colonel Wickham by the
of Taunton to enable Lord Beaverbrook to purchase a fully
equipped Spitfire aircraft, ”It is our tribute”, the Mayor
wrote, ”to the suberb gallantry and skill of the Royal Air
Force”*

Taunton is an agricultural district and the gift represented
over six shilling a head of its population*

The machine will he named ’’Defendamus” and bear the Taunton
Borough coat of arms.

MINISTRY OF AIRCRAFT PRODUCTION;
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The Minister of Home Security, Hr. Herbert Morrison
announced today that he has caused a circular to be sent
to all local authorities giving them guidance as to the

principles that should govern them in deciding whether to

propose the construction of deep tunnel shelters.

The general purport of the circular is that deep tunnel

shelters should he confined to areas where shelters are

likely to he regularly used for sleeping and to places where
the strata are favourable, where, for instance, the rock is

a sound limestone, sandstone or chalk, and it outcrops
fairly steeply.

Mr. Morrison said, ”1 Hope to place the most highly
skilled, technical ad.vice at the disposal of local authorities
who see opportunities for tunnel shelters on these lines*
In London plans for tunnels from the tubes are in hand and

there is no need for London local authorities to take further

action'*’.

MINISTRY OF HOME SECURI
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TRIBUTE TO POST OFFICE WORKERS IN COVENTRY AND BIRMINGHAM.

A warm tribute to the cheerfulness and courage shown by Post

Office workers in Coventry and Birmingham under the recent enemy

bombardment is paid by Captain Charles Waterhouse, M.P., Assistant

Postmaster-General, who has just returned from a tour of both cities.

"The thing that impressed me most, both in Coventry and

Birmingham", he said, "was the extraordinary efficiency of the

arrangements we had made for dealing with the situation that arose.

It is clearly impossible to guard against high explosives but it is

possible to guard against incendiary bombs. In spite of the

intensity of the bombardment, essential communications between the
various sections of the defence organisation were never interrupted.

"Plans made beforehand were put into immediate operation with

the result that though there was necessarily dislocation of postal
and telegraphic services it was possible to maintain communication

throughout. In conditions such as these the staffs worked under

grave and immediate danger and after the bombardment had ceased they
worked under trying and inconvenient conditions.

"I cannot speak too highly of the cheerful courage shown by all
from the youngest girl telenhonist to the oldest of the male postal
staff.

”1 was specially glad to find that the Post Office Home Guard,
fire watchers, and first aid workers were not content merely to

safeguard the Post Office personnel and property, In both centres

I heard of definite examples of other buildings saved from fires by
incendiary bombs owing to the prompt action of the Post Office staff

watching from adjacent buildings. Our first aid detachment rendered
valuable assistance in dealing with civilian casualties.

"Not a few of the people who had their homes destroyed or

seriously damaged during the raid loyally presented themselves for
duty the following morning, having made what dispositions they could
for the temporary welfare of their families.

"Those in control of the Postal and Telegraphic Section in these
cities were most appreciative of the consideration and patience shown
by the public in the necessarily curtailed services. In this respect
the men and women of Coventry and Birmingham displayed the same

cheerful spirit which marked their ordeal of the night of

bombardment. ,f

GENERAL POST OFFICE.
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,IR MINISTRY NO. 2382

AIR MINISTRY COMMUNIQUE

Further reports of today* s operations by Coastal Command

aircraft show that a second enemy ship (a tanker) was

successfully attacked off the Frisian islands.
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Air Ministry-News Service.

ADD ATTACKS ON ENEMY SHIPPING

.Another Coastal Command Beaufort from the same squadron
destroyed a 7,600 tons German tanker. Also by torpedo attack,
a few hours later off the Frisian Islands.

The tanker was accompanied by a Flak ship >.
the Beaufort

dived to within a few feet of the sea and its torpedo struck
the tanker full amidships. It immediately burst into flames
and was sinking fast, stern first when the aircraft flew

away*
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AIR MINISTRY AND MINISTRY OF HOi'E SECURITY COMMUNIQUE,

Our fighters shot down eleven enemy aircraft in a series of
engagements which took place over Kent this afternoon*

Two of our fighters have been lost but both the pilots are

safe,

A bomb was dropped at a place in Kent but it did little damage
and no one was hurt.
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AIR MINISTRY BULLETIN NO, 2384

Air Ministry News Service.

ELEVEN. ENEMY FIGHTERS. DESTROYED.

A Canadian Flight Lieutenant landed his aircraft this

afternoon beside a Messerschmitt 109 which he had just shot down

off the coast of Kent,

This was one incident which occurred when several formations

of German aircraft crossed the South East Coast, and were met by
strong forces of British fighters. Within fifteen minutes all

the Nazi fighters had turned towards home. One Spitfire squadron
shot down seven Messerschmitts.

Eleven enemy fighters in all were destroyed by Fighter Command

pilots according to reports received up to eight p.m. Two of our

fighters were lost but both pilots are safe,

The Flight Lieutenant - who also shot down a German fighter
yesterday - sighted the Messerschmitt in the Thames Estuary and

after a chase across Kent damaged his coolant system when near the
North Foreland.

The German pilot realising that he would "be unable to reach

his home base, searched for a place to land. After a while he

ehose an R.A.F, aerodrome and landed on it. The Spitfire pilot
who had attacked him then landed alongside the Messerschmitt.

After waiting until. the German pilot had "been arrested the
Flight Lieutenant flew hack to his base.
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BRITISH PRISONERS IN ENEMY HANDS.

Next of kin, if able to identify the men from the

information published, are requested to advise the Casualty
Branches of the services concerned, forwarding regimental
or other details.

The following is the latest list of British prisoners of
war as received from enemy sources:-

Lieut. T.G. BENTLEY, c/o Westminster Bank Ltd.,
Southsea, Hants.

Sub. Lieut. (R.N.V.R.)
A.R.J. DAVIS

26, Coombe Road, Kingston Hill,
Kingston on Thames, Surrey.

Flying Officer Eric
JONES

Sheldon Nursing Home, Crafton
Road, Worthing.

Sgt. D.G. HAMILTON 197, Berenofe Road, Glasgow.

Pilot Officer G,M.
WILTSHIRE

95 9 Penrose Avenue, Llandudno

Junction, Wales.

MINISTRY OF INFORMATION.
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MINISTRY OF HOME SECURITY CQEOTIQUS.

according to further reports received, since this evening*s Mr Ministry
and. Ministry of Home Security Communique was issued., a few bombs were also

dropped, at one place in South Western England during the afternoon.- House

property was damaged and a few people sustained injuries.
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MINISTRY OF INFORMATION.

NEWS BULLETIN NO. 191.

LIGHTS MARKING SURFACE SHELTERS,

Reports are reaching the Ministry of Home Security of accidents caused by

pedestrians walking into surface brick shelters in the blackouts. It has been found

in many cases that lights which have been provided marking the position of these

shelters have been removed, or extinguished, by members of the public. This has also

happened where lights have been placed on fencing around craters.

Investigation of a number of such incidents has shown that those who removed or

extinguished the lights were under the impression that they might afford a mark for the

enemy.

The Ministry of Home Security emphasises that there is no ground for such fears,
and that the removal of these lights, or other aids to movement in the blackout, is a

highly dangerous practice. - Ministry of Home Security. M.0.1. 1.

WORT LICENSING CHANGES.

The Board of Trade announce that they are issuing on 29th November 1940 a revised

’’Notice to Importers” (No a 106) showing the general import licensing position as at 2nd

December.

The Open General Licences have been revised, and in consequence, separate licences

will henceforth be required for certain commodities which could hitherto be imported
without such licences.

Copies of the Notice can be obtained from the offices of any Collector of Customs

and Excise, or from the Import Licensing Department, 25 Southampton Buildings,
(Furnival Street Entrance), London, W.C.2. - Board of Trade. M.0.1. 2.

AUSTRALIA'S OWN ARSENALS.

Further steps towards the goal of self-sufficiency in munitions are reported from

Australia. After working at high pressure for months, the Munitions Ministry has

brought to an advanced stage the project of manufacturing 25-pounder guns in the

Commonwealth. It is one of the largest armament undertakings attempted in the country,
and has already involved an expenditure of <£4,000,000.

Production will commence in March at the new Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation
aero-engine plant at Lidcombe, Sydney. A thousand highly-skilled engineers will be

engaged exclusively on the manufacture of engines for bombers and certain types of

fighters.

Demands on Australia for rifles and machine guns for shipment to various parts of

the Empire are increasing. To meet them the Government is to strengthen the facilities

for the production of rifles and Bren and Vickers guns. There is to be a further

speed-up, also, in the production of planes.

It is announced from a Sydney factory that after Christmas it will be possible to

meet all Australian demands for parachutes and to export as well. - Dominions Office,
Press Section. M, o• I •

AUSTRALIA’S WHEAT CROP.

Australia’s 1939-4-0 wheat crop amounted to 154,230,000 bushels. Ten thousand
tons have been sent to Greece as a gift from the Federal Government. - Dominions Office,
Dress Section. M. o• 1. 4.
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THE SPORTING CANADIANS.

The Canadian Forces have brought an interesting new element into Army
sport. Among other athletic organisations they have founded an Association

Football League* Seventeen teams are included, and Mr, Vincent Massey, the

High Commissioner in London, has given a cup for competition.

The winning team will play British teams for the championship of the

area in which the Canadians are encampedo

Play-offs between teams from the Ist and 2nd Divisions and ihe Corps
Troops, for the Canadian Overseas title, are also planned.
Dominions Office Press Section M.0.1. 5<

THE BACHELOR'S SUPER-TAX

Tasmania is the first country in the Empire to propose a direct tax on

the bachelor. Its forthcoming Budget is to contain a special provision for

the purpose.

Some concession will be allowed to single men on lower salaries, but

those with incomes around the £2OO mark will pay super-tax of five per cent*
The scale rises to ten per cent on incomes between £2OO and £3OO, and to fifteen

per cent on higher incomes*

Dominions Office Press Section* M, 0,1, 6,

GIFTS FOR AIRCRAFT
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EWtERSI • ORJLR YOUR FERTILISERS NOW

The Ministry of Agriculture strongly recommends farmers to
order now the fertilisers they will require in the spring and to
take delivery as supplies become available*

To meet war-time demands for increased food production, the
output of sulphate of ammonia has been largely increased. This

fertiliser should be stored in the right place, which is on the

farm, ready for use when it is wanted* Farmers will also save

6s, a ton by buying now rather than waiting until March* Modern

sulphate of ammonia keeps well in a dry place and farmers should

take delivery now of all they want* Ministry of Agriculture* M* o*l*l

EMPIRE’ S AID IN THE WAR

Nyasaland has sent £5900 to the Treasury as a free of interest

loan*

The dominions and Colonial Secretaries have sent messages
expressing the Government’s warm appreciation of gifts and war

aid as follows:

TO SOUTH AFRICA fo*a generous contribution by the Channel Islands

Association towards the relief of distress among refugees from the
Channel Islands in this country*

TO MAURITIUS for £5OOO for a Spitfire*

TO CEYLON for continued support to war funds, the latest

examples of which are gifts of £325,000 rupees and 230,000 rupees
paid by the Ceylon Government War Purposes Fund to the Treasury*

TO TRINIDAD for the action of the Trinidad Merchants* Committee
in organising a fund for buying aircraft* Dominions & Colonial

Offices
9
Press Sections M* o* I* 2*

The following item is for publication
in the morning papers of Nev 28th, 19U0.

MORN GIFTS FOR AIRC.

The Minister of Aircraft Production acknowledges with gratitude
the following gifts towards the purchase of aircraft

Chester-le-Street district Spitfire Fund • »«.** £2OO

Glasgow (Nova Scotia) Spitfire Fund ***** £250

Shaftesbury & district Spitfire Fund

’’Rochdale Observer” Spitfire Fund
(total now £12,250)

Frank Sk Muirhead, Abbotshaugh, Falkirk
(further contribution)

***** £617*19*9*

• w £2250.

***. £sooo*

Macclesfield Spitfire Fund (plane to be
called Macclesfield). *••• .£5021*. 1 7., 6.

inistry of Aircraft Production fefo.lr. J,.
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