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Abstract 
 
 
The University of Texas Libraries’ Nettie Lee Benson Latin American Collection has 
preserved on microfilm 192,527 pages from 579 Mexican newspaper titles which date 
from 1807 to 1900. The project, which ran from October 2002 through March 2005, was 
supported, in part, by grants from the National Endowment for the Humanities (PA-
24196-02) and the Latin American Microform Project (LAMP), a collaborative program 
of the Center for Research Libraries. 
 
In this microfilm set, the number of newspaper titles published within and outside of the 
Federal District is about equal: 280 (48%) published in the Distrito Federal, 299 (52%) 
published in Mexican cities from twenty-six states. The majority of pages, however, 
were published in Mexico City (81%). These newspapers trace the evolution of the 
modern newspaper format in Mexico through its often turbulent history: from its status 
as a viceroyalty of the Spanish Crown to its early experiment in a monarchical form of 
government to its long struggle to determine a federalist system of government, with 
concomitant religious, social, and economic changes. 
 
Many of the newspaper issues in this set are rarely held in U.S. libraries, and some are 
uniquely held either by the Benson Collection or one of the eleven other participating 
libraries. 55% of the newspaper titles (317) and 62% of all the pages in this set came 
from Benson holdings. Several other libraries contributed an extraordinary number of 
unique titles as well as numerous supplementary issues: the Library of Congress (81 
unique titles), Latin American Library at Tulane University (49), The University of 
Connecticut, Storrs (46), and the Sterling Library at Yale University (38). Seven other 
libraries contributed a total of 34 unique titles (see table 1). Well-known, long-running 
newspapers were omitted from the project if they were already available on archival 
microfilm through U.S. research institutions. 
 
The arrangement of the newspapers within the microfilm is alphabetical by state and 
city thereunder (reels 1 to 43), with newspapers published in the Distrito Federal 
following (reels 44 to 269). Addenda and errata appear in reels 270 to 284. This guide 
follows that arrangement and also contains an alphabetical list of the titles, which serves 
as an index to the newspapers. The reel and frame number in the alphabetical list refers 
to the first issue microfilmed and, if applicable, to the reel of addenda and errata; 
different newspapers with the same title are listed separately. 
 
The microfilm is available for purchase or through interlibrary loan. 
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Figure 1.  The 19th Century witnessed the transition of Mexico from a Spanish Viceroyalty to an independent 
country transformed by technology and new thinking. Masthead by I.G. Pesoa of New York, El Ferro-Carril: 
Revista Política, Mercantil e Industrial (Orizaba, Veracruz-Llave, 25 marzo 1868, p.1; reel 271: frame 89). 
Original at Homer Babbage Library, University of Connecticut, Storrs. 
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1810. Spanish authority was supplanted by Agustín de Iturbide, who was proclaimed 
emperor in 1821. This brief interlude with a monarchical form of government was 
followed by a long struggle to devise a constitutional government on a firm financial 
basis. Polemicists, pamphleteers, satirists, historians, politicians, and literati like Lucas 
Alamán, José Joaquín Fernández de Lizardi and Carlos María Bustamante wrote and 
published voluminously and frequently in newspapers. But the two most important 
political figures to emerge and bridge Mexican history from the early independence 
period to the latter part of the century were Antonio López de Santa Anna and Benito 
Juárez, whose political careers read like Wild Wild West scripts. López de Santa Anna 
was born into a wealthy family, was well-educated, and had a knack for finding the right 
military and political support to become president nine times between 1833 and 1855. 
He is now almost universally despised. Juárez, on the other hand, was an orphaned 
Indian child who went to the provincial capital of Oaxaca, educated himself to the bar, 
and rose, after many false starts and travel to Panama, Havana, New Orleans, and 
Veracruz, to become one of the most revered presidents of Mexico. He died while in 
office in 1872. These two pivotal careers bridge the long, difficult history of Mexico 
immediately following independence. By its end, the American and French threats had 
been removed, but at great expense to national territory and wealth. Now, the stage 
was set for a long period of stability and progress—at least for some classes. The 
Porfiriato, which lasted from 1876 to 1911, brought “political order and stability, 
centralized authority, a period during which Mexico achieved considerable (but badly 
distributed) economic growth, and an era of serious social ills, ranging from child labor 
to peasant indebtedness and exploitation.”2 
 

Pamphlets, periodicals and newspapers were vehicles for political discussion, 
education and dissemination of information in that historical, political, sociological and 
cultural process. The news of the day arrived from the Caribbean, the United States, 
Europe, and Latin America—and it was quickly disseminated throughout a country of 
amazing geographical complexity. The very form of a “newspaper” as we now know it 
evolved throughout the nineteenth century. In Mexico, for example, it was common at 
first for news publications to be only single or double leaf printings of quarto size. 
However, newspapers became at least folio size by the 1820s. And by the end of the 
century, the modern newspaper with distinct sections and special weekday or Sunday 
editions had evolved. 
 

The periods of nineteenth-century Mexican history were documented in rich 
journalistic traditions. Competing groups had their literary vehicles of expression. The 
installation of Maximilian von Habsburg as Mexico’s emperor in 1864, for example, 
introduced the publication in Mexico of French newspapers, and some of these papers 
continued after his murder in 1867. French investments and style became popular in the 
capital city during the last quarter of the century. The French community therefore 
supported newspapers like Correspondance mexicaine (1880), L’Ère nouvelle: Journal 
liberal et indépendant, organe des intérêts franco mexicains (1881), Le Courrier du 
Mexique (1889), and Le Trait d’union (1868-1889). 

                                                           
2 Roderic Ai Camp, “Porfiriato,” Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture (New York: Charles 
Scribner’s Sons, 1996), v.4: p.440. 
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the line “From the halls of Montezuma”? The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and the 
Gadsden Purchase are discussed with ardor in publications and the courtroom still. 
These newspapers document the events that occurred on Dieciseis de Septiembre 
(1810) and Cinco de Mayo (1862), fiestas that now transcend their national origin and 
the U.S.-Mexican border. The unexpected is also explained. Many Midwesterners know 
about General Taylor’s victory against Santa Anna at the Battle of Buena Vista (1847) 
since a county in Iowa was named in memory of that event. The successful completion 
of this project will be valuable to researchers who seek to understand the development 
of the Hispanic cultural heritage enjoyed in the United States today—not only to those in 
the U.S. Southwest but to all parts of the United States where Mexican culture has 
migrated and is remembered. 
 

The territorial and economic growth of the United States throughout the 
nineteenth century was predicated on increased demographic growth, foreign 
immigration, capital investment in transportation and communication, technological 
creativity and a vision of westward expansion. The United States flexed its muscle in 
foreign intrigue as well. Joel Poinsett, the first U.S. minister to Mexico (1824-1829), 
became deeply involved in Mexican politics and became persona non grata to the 
Mexican government. Aside from giving his name to a cheery holiday plant, he became 
immortalized for his intrusive political activity in Mexico in the term poinsettismo. 
 

Events leading to the acquisition of Texas by the United States form a rich legacy 
for historical interpretation and reinterpretation. The activity of men like Stephen F. 
Austin, William B. Travis, Davy Crockett, Sam Houston, and Antonio López de Santa 
Anna, and events like the Battle of the Alamo, the Goliad Massacre, and the Battle of 
San Jacinto are avidly discussed in the Mexican press of the 1820s, 30s, and 40s. La 
Luna (Toluca, Mexico) on 9 April 1836 reprinted a detailed account of the Mexican 
victory at the Alamo—a scant month after the actual events. This same story 
subsequently appeared in a Mexico City weekly shortly thereafter (El Mosquito 
Mexicano, 25 April 1836). The humiliating defeat of Santa Anna and his imprisonment 
and transfer to Washington, D.C. became the basis of political harangues in the 
Mexican press. Failure to resolve the Texas boundary and its annexation by the United 
States in 1845 led to the invasion of Mexico by land and sea the following year. 
Newspapers published in English reported the activities of U.S. troops while in Mexico. 
Examples of these newspapers are included in the project: The American Pioneer 
(Monterrey, Nuevo León), Flag of Freedom (Puebla, Puebla), Matamoros Reveille 
(Matamoros, Tamaulipas), and The American Flag (Matamoros, Tamaulipas). 
 

Technological innovation, westward expansion, and the articulation of a political 
philosophy embodied in Manifest Destiny had emboldened the citizenry of the United 
States. By the latter part of the nineteenth century their efforts left the landscape 
marked and political maps forever changed. The opening of the West and Southwest 
brought railroads and telegraph lines linking the U.S. East with its West. The events on 
land were but harbingers of U.S. dominance in transportation and communications on 
the North American continent. They further reinforced U.S. shipping, which had 
flourished from the nation’s earliest days. The acquisition of immense Mexican territory 
was not enough, however. Capital formation in the United States allowed for 
adventurous investments deep within the boundaries of its southern neighbor. Mining, 
cattle ranching, and foreign investment in Mexico were directly affected by U.S. as well 
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Figure 7.  As the nineteenth century advanced, the United States exerted considerable influence in Mexican 
economic and technological development. U.S. history, culture, and important figures were widely reported in 
the contemporary press. La Casera (Mexico City, 15 febrero 1880, p. 1; reel 57: frame 330). Original at 
Sterling Library, Yale University. 
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as British and other European interests. Mexicans were not passive observers to the 
growth of their neighbor and the effects of foreign investments. There were societal, 
political, economic, and cultural ramifications as foreign influence grew.  
 

The newspapers of the period document these dramatic events and reflect the 
attitudes and fears of the common people as well as the statements and propaganda of 
those in power. Important Mexico City newspapers that may be singled out of many are 
Noticioso General (1815-1822); El Mosquito Mexicano (1834-1845); La Lima de 
Vulcano (1834-1839); El Cosmopolita (1835-1843); La Sociedad: Periódico Político y 
Literario (1855-1867); La Opinión Nacional: Diario de Política, Literatura, Artes, Mejoras 
Materiales, Industria, Comercio (1868-1870); El Mensajero (1871-1880); El Monitor 
Republicano (1862-1895); and El Libre Sufragio: Periódico Político, Independiente, 
Órgano del Partido Nacional Constitucionalista (1879-1880). These newspapers are 
frequently requested by patrons who cannot locate them elsewhere than in Austin. They 
form the basis for many studies, student papers, and dissertations. 
 

Mexican wit and humor, regardless of the political and economic turmoil that 
occurred during the nineteenth century, is also documented through a variety of 
newspapers, which are often enriched with satirical cartoons. These humorous 
publications include Contra-Mosquito, o Crítico Tonto (1834); La Tos de Mi Mamá: 
Periódico Escrito en Burro por Cuatro Idem (1864-1865); Don Quixote (1866 and 1877); 
El Padre Cobos: Periódico Alegre, Campechano y Amante de Decir Indirectas ... 
Aunque Sean Directas (1869-1876); El Embudo: Periódico que Ríe y Tratará de Hacer 
Reir, Caricaturas (1871); and Juan Diego: Periódico Constitucionalista de Veras, Amigo 
del Pueblo, Esencialmente Malcriado, y con Caricaturas (1872-1873), all published in 
Mexico City. These satirical newspapers are frequently sought to illustrate books on 
Mexican life, culture, and history. Two cartoons, which appeared in El Padre Cobos, for 
example, were loaned by the Benson Collection to the National Museum of Art in 
Mexico City for a six-month exhibit during 2001. 

 
These nineteenth-century newspapers are important documents for U.S. as well 

as Mexican history. They amply demonstrate the long and often conflictive relationship 
between the two countries—a relationship that many researchers have explored and 
elucidated over the years, often using materials at the Benson Collection and/or the 
cooperating libraries in this project. This microfilm set now makes it possible for 
researchers to have greater access to these Mexican newspapers through interlibrary 
loan or through purchase. No longer is it necessary to travel to Austin, New Orleans, 
New Haven, Washington, DC., or several other U.S. cities to use these peerless 
resources. 
 

The project to film these Mexican newspapers was supported, in part, by a 
generous Preservation and Access Grant from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities. It was also supported by the Latin American Microform Project (LAMP), a 
collaborative program of the Center for Research Libraries, to film contributions from the 
sizable Mexican newspaper collection of the Homer Babbidge Library, University of 
Connecticut, Storrs. 
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Figure 8.  Porfirio Díaz’s political dominance at the end of the nineteenth century allowed Mexican economic 
and political stability for a generation. By the end of his administration, however, Mexico was ripe for 
revolution. El Dominguero: Semanario Político, Ilustrado, Musical, Literario y de Variedades (Mérida, 
Yucatán, 6 enero 1884; reel 271: frame 226). 
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The 579 newspaper titles are arranged by place of publication. Regardless of 
their imprint dates, newspaper titles are listed under the contemporary names of the 
states and the Distrito Federal. 
 

The following table indicates the comprehensive chronological coverage afforded 
by the nineteenth-century Mexican newspapers in this microfilm set. The newspapers 
are counted by the first issue microfilmed. 

Table 2. Independent Mexico in Newspapers, newspaper titles by start date. 
 

Pre-independence period   1807-1820 20 
Independence period   1821-1900 559 
 Early period/Texas Question 1821-1845 170   
 Mexican War and aftermath 1846-1857 64   
 Juárez/Reform/French Intervention 1858-1876 144   
 Early Porfiriato 1877-1899 181   
Total titles    579 

 
It is obvious that the breadth and depth of the selected newspapers amply 

document Mexican historical development during the nineteenth century. This is 
especially noteworthy since earlier microfilm projects by the Benson Collection, the 
University of California, Berkeley, the Library of Congress, and Yale University have 
already made available the first Mexican newspaper Diario de México (1805-1817), and 
such important long-running dailies as El Siglo Diez y Nueve (1841-1896), La Voz de 
México (1870-1908), El Tiempo: Diario Católico (1883-1912), and several other political 
and satirical periodicals. These previously filmed titles are therefore not included in this 
project. 
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Figure 9.  “La prensa se divierte” by Santiago Hernández.  El Palo de Ciego: Periódico Poco Político, 
de Costumbres, Literatura, Variedades y Avisos, con Caricaturas (Mexico, 1 abril 1862, after p.2; reel 
187: frame 5). 
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What is a “newspaper”? 
 

In selecting titles to be included in this project, the University of Texas Libraries 
has followed the precedent set in the Charno guide: "it became evident that the basis of 
selection should be broadened beyond the somewhat rigid definition originally 
suggested, in order to provide more comprehensive historical coverage" (p. xi). As a 
basis, then, the following "rigid definition" follows the International Organization for 
Standardization (ISO) definition of a newspaper: 
 

A serial publication that contains news on current events of special or general 
interest, whose parts are listed chronologically or numerically and appear usually 
at least once a week. Newspapers usually appear without a cover, with a 
masthead, and are normally larger than approximately 12 x 17 inches in size. 

 
For present purposes, the definition is understood to include: 
 

 General interest newspapers mainly reporting events that have occurred within 
the 24-hour period before going to press. 

 
 Non-daily general interest newspapers (for example, local and neighborhood 

newspapers) that provide news covering a longer period of time, and also serve 
their readers as a primary source of general information due to their local origin. 

 
 Newspapers that contain news of special interest, in addition to general 

information, targeted to clearly identified groups, such as ethnic or racial groups, 
labor unions, farming, community, religious or political groups. 

 
 Publications "with the look and feel of newspapers," that is, printed on newsprint, 

formatted in a manner similar to dailies, and that comment, sometimes in a 
satirical way, on contemporaneous events. 

 
 Publications that were forerunners of newspapers and display all the 

characteristics in the ISO definition save size. 
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Microfilm Availability 
 

Service copies of microfilms created by the project are available to the public at 
the Benson Latin American Collection and they may be borrowed through interlibrary 
loan service. Additionally, copies of microfilmed materials may be purchased by 
institutions or individuals. Inquiries for the purchase of the microfilm may be directed to: 
 

Photoduplication Services 
Benson Latin American Collection 
University of Texas Libraries 
P.O. Box P 
Austin, TX 78713-8916 

  phone: 512-495-4520 
  e-mail: blac@lib.utexas.edu 
  web site: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/benson/ 
 

Figure 10.  Masthead, La Sombra: Periódico Joco-serio, Ultra-liberal y Reformista (Mexico, 21 marzo 1865, 
p.1; reel 239: frame 47). 
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Figure 11.  El Zurriago underwent three publication periods (1839-40, 1843-44, 1851), but always under the 
same editor, José Justo Gómez de la Cortina. It was a liberal publication which verbally lashed unethical 
politicians while establishing itself as a proponent of Mexican literary criticism. El Zurriago: Periódico 
Científico, Literario e Industrial (Mexico City, 5 octubre 1839, p.1; reel 269: frame 436). 
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Notes and Symbols 
 
 Newspapers borrowed, in whole or in part, from other libraries are identified with 
the following superscripts: 
 

a Library of Congress, Washington, DC 
b Latin American Library, Tulane University, New Orleans, LA 
c Harvard College Library, Cambridge, MA (subsequently donated to the 

Benson Collection) 
d Boston Public Library, Boston, MA 
e Latin American Collection, Yale University Library, New Haven, CT 
f Center for American History (CAH), University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX 
ff CAH, photostatic copy of original 
g University of Texas at Arlington Libraries, Arlington, TX 
h New-York Historical Society, New York, NY (photocopy of original donated to 

the Benson Collection) 
i The Boston Athenæum, Boston, MA 
j DeGolyer Library, Southern Methodist University, Dallas, TX 
k Homer Babbidge Library, University of Connecticut, Storrs, CT 

 
Superscripts appearing before a title or before a year within a title indicate the run was 
borrowed from the library indicated. Superscripts appearing before a month indicate that 
some or all issues for that month were borrowed from the library indicated. The content 
list within each microfilm reel provides notes that indicate the specific issues borrowed 
from participating institutions. 
 
 OCLC number following the title of the work refers to the Online Computer 
Library Center accession number for the microform version of the newspaper. 
 
 Months of the year are abbreviated as in the language of the newspaper. 
 
 Supplements (suplementos or alcances) are noted in the catalog and tables of 
content only when there is no regular issue with a similar date.  
 
 Bound newspapers frequently have a gutter shadow appearing in the film. On 
occasion, photostatic copies were the best available copies of an issue; these often 
have a high level of illegibility. 
 
 The alphabetical arrangement of the titles serves as an index to the newspapers, 
which are arranged geographically in the main listings. The reel and frame number in 
the alphabetical list refers to the first issue microfilmed and, if applicable, to the reel of 
addenda and errata. Different newspapers with the same title are listed separately. 
 
 This catalog corrects errors in the tables of content appearing in the reels. 




