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MINISTRY OP HEALTH.

Treatment of Tuberculosis in War-time.

Satisfactory facilities still available.

The Minister of Health? Mr. Walter Elliot, today

outlined to a deputation representing the National Association

for the Prevention of Tuberculosis, the Joint Tuberculosis

Council and the Tuberculosis Association, at which

representatives of the Society of Medical Officers of Health

and the London County Council were also present? the sleeps

which had been taken to ensure that tuberculous persons continue

to receive treatment whilst keeping an adequate reserve of

beds for air raid casualties.

Mr. Elliot said that he was having the greatest

difficulty in persuading people that hospital services were

available now just as before the outbreak of war. In particular

it had always been intended that the anti-tuberculosis

services should be maintained in war-time. Although some

patients had been discharged from sanatoria and other

institutions to provide accommodation for casualties, about

two-thirds of the 28,000 beds provided for the treatment of

tuberculosis in England and Wales remained available

throughout the early weeks of the war for their peace-time

purpose, though naturally this proportion varied in different

parts of the country. If through some misunderstanding actively

infectious cases had been discharged they should be sought

out and brought back for treatment,

An instruction issued on 4th October had specially

emphasied the importance of the Tuberculosis services. A long

term polisy was especially desirable in this field. Steps had

been taken to remove any misunderstanding which might have led

to the refusal of residential treatment to tuberculous patients

in need of it? and also to enable a substantial number of

smaller tuberculosis institutions originally included in the



Casualty Scheme to return wholly to their normal functions. This

had made available some 5?000 more beds c

In addition, as more and more of the hutted annexes to

hospitals were completed, so more and more beds at present allotted

to casualties would be released.

Other services were also returning to normal. In London,

for example, the dispensary services, after an initial lull, and

difficulties owing to the temporary transfer of personnel, were

resuming almost pre-war activity. In some reception areas these

services had indeed been expanded. He would welcome arrangements

between local authorities in any region whereby the accommodation

in their various districts might be pooled to enable hospitals to

be assigned wholly to Casualty or Tuberculosis work and thus avoid

where possible the mixing of tuberculous and non-tuberculous patients

One such arrangement is already in force in the West Riding of

Yorkshire,

The Minister welcomed the efforts of the organisations

represented to promote action along these lines. He assured them

that the importance of maintaining facilities for the surgical

treatment of both pulmonary and non-pulmonary tuberculosis was fully

recognised.

He was also fully alive to the need for making satisfactory

arrangements for the treatment of tuberculous patients in the Army,

Navy, and Air Force o This question was at the moment under con-

sideration with the Services,,

The Minister welcomed particularly this opportunity of

discussing the problem frankly with the representatives of all the

different sides of the Tuberculosis Services, He suggested that

they should appoint a small liaison committee which could report to

him how the instructions so far given were being carried out and how

the steps so far taken were working in practice 0 He promised also

to consider carefully the other representations of the organisations.
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