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LABOUR PROBLEMS IN THE COLONIES

Great Britain’s Colonial Empire has reached a

critical point of development in the judgment of Mr Malcolm

MacDonald - a critical point in its political affairs and in

the growth of its industries with their resultant labour

problems.

The labour organisation in the Colonies and the

relations now being built up up between employers and employees
were specially commended to the notice of the Labour Officers’
Course in London, which has just ended, by the Secretary for the

Colonies. The work of Labour Departments Mr. Malcolm MacDonald

emphasized, would be even more necessary in war time than in

normal conditions.

Referring to the policy to be pursued during the war

years, Mr. MacDonald said that if the adjustment of the delicate
relations between employed and employer were now to be left to

be worked out between them, the situation might end with disaster.
It was of the highest importance that Government should play a

very great part in bringing these two different classes together
by introducing wise labour legislation. And it was imperative
to have in the Colonies individual personnel who had a knowledge
of these delicate problems and who through their training, experience
and understanding of the people were able to establish personel
contact both with workers and employers and heir them to settle
their disputes constitutionally.

Labour problems* concluded Mr. MacDonald, were therefore
of first-class importance and should be items of high policy in

modern colonial development. The delicate situation which existed

in some Colonies would be likely to become more difficult during
the war as a result of disturbances in industry, trade and economic

affairs generally, which would have repercussions on Colonial
agriculture, mining and industry, and would be liable in the tense
atmosphere of war to make employers and employed impatient with

each other. The work of Labour Departments would therefore be
even more necessary in war-time than in normal conditions.
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