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MINISTRY OF HEALTH ANNOUNCEMENT

Recovery of Billeting Costs

Minister of Health's Letter to Parents of evacuated school children

Within the next week parents of school children who have been
evacuated under the Government scheme will receive a letter from
the Minister of Health (Mr. Walter Elliot).

The Minister writes:-

Dear Sir or Madam,

As you know, the Government have made arrangements
under which a very large number of children have moved out

of the crowded towns for their greater safety from air

attack. The children are being provided with board and

lodging, and arrangements have also been made for their
medical attendance.

The cost of the scheme since its beginning has been
borne entirely by public funds, but I am sure that no parent
would wish this to continue indefinitely where it can be

avoided. Accordingly a scheme has been drawn up by which

parents will be asked to make a reasonable payment towards
the cost of keeping their children who are away from home.
It has been decided that liability for payments should not

begin before 28th October, and that no request for payment
should be made for the period since evacuation began up to

that date.

The cost to public funds of the maintenance of

each child who has gone away is on average about 9s. per
week. Many parents will be able and willing to pay this

amount, and I ask them to do so. The Government recognises,
however, that the saving of expense to families in keeping
children away from home is in many cases considerably less
than this sum, and that in the case of many families with

small incomes it would not be fair to make such a request.

Accordingly the Government have decided to fix 6s.
a week for each child as a sum which would be accepted as

full discharge of this liability. Furthermore, they are

making arrangements whereby those who can show that such a

sura would be an unreasonable burden upon them can pay a

reduced sum according to their circumstances.

It has been arranged that the local authorities
will act in this matter as agents for the Government, as you
will see from the accompanying letter from your Council.

I should be very grateful if you would give this

your most careful consideration, I am confident that in the

great task which lies before us we can rely upon your
co-operation and good-will.

Yours sincerely,

Walter Elliot,

Minister of Health.

Parents should not bring their evacuated children
home because of these charges, since, as the Minister emphasises
they will be asked to pay only what they can afford.



With the Minister's letter wi l1
local authority, and parents will be asked to fill m a form

stating what they are prepared to contribute. If this is less
than 6/- a week for each child evacuated, they will be asked to
give particulars of their financial circumstances. The form has
been made as simple as possible.

Parents receiving unemployment assistance or public
assistance will be asked to state the address of the office
where they receive payment, but they will not be asked to make
a contribution. Parents receiving unemployment benefit will
be expected to complete the form.

It should be understood that the weekly payment towards
the cost of billeting does not, of course, remove the

responsibility of parents to clothe and provide boots for their

children.

County councils and county "boroughs are operating the
machinery for recovery as agents of the Government. The

Government itself remains responsible for the principles of the

scheme, which is uniformly applicable in evacuation areas

throughout the country.
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