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THE WILTSHIRE REGIMENT IN ITALY

The Wiltshire Regiment have been fighting in Italy.

During the Italian campaign the ’’Moonrakers” have been under the command of both the

8th and 5th Armies. They landed with the Bth Army at the beginning of operations and

swiftly advanced up the west side of the peninsula. Their Brigade took Cantalupo in

October, and during the next month was on the western flonic of the 8th Army’s front.

The Wiltshiros were in many local actions during the winter months in pitiless weath-

er endured among most difficult mountainous country. In December, the formation with

which the Wiltshires were serving was in action near Casoli on the Sangro.

After grim weeks among the snow-bound peaks near Alfodena, the hiItshires cane under

command of the sth Army to distinguish themselves on the G-arigliomo where they were among

the troops who repulsed several enemy counter-attacks north-west of Minturno in the third

week in January.

In a counter-attack on Point 201, a hill near Tufo, the Wiltshires advanced with the

"bayonet, flung the enemy off the slopes, out of the trenches, and hack down the far side

cf the Hill. The regiment’s carrier platoon in this artion began the day with eight

machine guns, and, although sustaining fifty per-cent of casualties during the engagement,

cane out of the action with ail their guns intact, having taken a heavy toll of the enemy.

The "Moonrakers" fought with distinction in Sicily. They -were also among the troops

to whom Antsirane surrendered in May? 194-2, in the Madagascan campaign. Prance and the

Par Bast arc other theatres of war in which they have won renown
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