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NAVAL SERVICE FROM ICeland TO AFRICA

FIVE R.A.U.V.R. OFFICERS RETURNING TO AUSTRALIA

Soon to return to Australia are five A.A.N.V.R* officers whose careers'

illustrate one aspect of Hr, Curtin’ s broadcast from London. The Australian

Prime Minister reminded his listeners that, despite the exigencies of the Pacific

campaign, Australian sailors and. airmen have continued to play a direct part in

the fighting in the European theatre.

From these five men come stories typical of the diverse duties undertaken

by the several hundred :R«A.N.V.R. personnel serving with the Royal Navy, and of

the widely separated areas,into which their work takes them. They tell of

destroyers off Iceland, in the. North African landings and. in the Atlantic battle,

of landing craft at Sicily and. Salerno, and of li.T.Bs in United Kingdom waters.

Sub-Lieutenant E.M. Shaw, of Townsville, came to England in 1942, and was

First Lieutenant of a Landing Craft in the first wave of vessels to reach the shore

during the Sicilian landings. He was on the job again at Salerno. While his

little craft and. five others were returning to England from the Mediterranean they

were bombed for six hours by enemy•aircraft. One vessel was sunk, but the others

picked up survivors and ran the. gauntlet to safety.

Like Shaw, Lieutenant K.S. Sutherland, of St. Arnaud, Victoria, was a bank

clerk before he joined the R.A.N.V.R. Reaching the United Kingdom in 1940, he has

had three years as a Flotilla otaff Officer, and for two years had the unusual

distinction of being a member of the R.A.N.V.R., on loan to the Canadian Navy.

Most of his time has been spent with Atlantic convoys, where he saw more than one

’kill’ in the long battle against the U-boats. H'hile he cautions against any

assumption that the Battle of the Atlantic is over, he feels that the turning point

in this most vital conflict of the war was reached with the advent of increased

numbers of escort vessels, and the improved air-cover provided from such sources

as escort carriers.

Lieutenant V.M. Harley, of Kangaroo Point, Brisbane, began his overseas service

in 1941, in a destroyer on convoy work off Iceland, Iron there he transferred to

Motor Gunboats, where his share of excitement included an English Channel action

in which the British flotilla was outnumbered four to one by German E-boats, R-boats

and trawlers. The enemy force was routed, with the possible loss of a trawler.

Lieutenant Harley was an optician when he joined the R.A.N.V.R. as an Ordinary Seaman.

He because a Sub-Lieutenant in 1942, and a Lieutenant a year later.

/Lieutenant P.R. Heyde



Lieutenant P.R. Heyde, of Kensington, New South ,/ales, has spent the last

few months in command of a Landing Craft, training Allied personnel. Shortly

after his arrive.! in the United Kingdom, in 1941, be was sent to a cruiser well-

known for her forays against enemy convoys off Norway. Later he was in the

same ship when she claimed 90,000 tons of enemy shipping during two months work

in the Mediterranean,

Sub-Lieutenant P.M. Hardaker, of Vaucluse, Sydney, has served almost

exclusively in destroyers. Off the African coast his first ship sank a U-boat

by gunfire and depth-change. Later, in another destroyer, he served in the main

landing operations in North Africa and Sicily.
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