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FOUR R.A.P. MUSTANGS GET "COVEY" OP SIX HEINKELS

Six Heinkel 111 s were shot down by four R.A.f, Mustangs of the Second T.A.f.

this afternoon over an airfield south east of Dijon, more than 250 miles from the

Channel coast. Another He. 111 was hit, and the Mustangs also shot up a Gotha 242

on the ground.

F/Lt. A,F. Pavey, of Wood Green, London, said this evening that the Mustangs met

eight Heinkels and a Dornier 217 head on as they were making a circuit near the air-

field. When sighted they appeared to have been warned by their ground control to

land, as they were streaking for home, but the Mustangs arrived over the airfield at

the same time as they did. "They were just like a covey of said Pilot

Officer J. Crossland, of Barnsley, Yorks., one pilot.

The Mustangs immediately attacked three of the German aircraft. The first

Heinkel fell to a joint attack by Crossland and Pilot Officer E.A. Roemmele, of Windsor,

Ontario, crashing in the centre of the airfield.

F/Lt. Pavey chose one with its wheels down. This Heinkel tried to make a circuit,

but was sent crashing before it could'. land "His starboard wing caught alight," said

Pavey, "I saw the fire getting bigger, like a smouldering paper. Then, when it

crashed, three Germans climbed out of the wreckage and ran for cover. One tripped up

and I saw him sprawling full length, "

P/Lt. L.A.F. Burra-Robinson, of East Grinstead, Sussex, hit another of the bombers

on its starboard wing and amidships, and it crashed in a field.

Crossland's second Heinkel crashed in a cloud of dust after he had scored hits on

its port engine. "They had started thumping flak at us by this time," said Crossland,

"but as I pulled away I managed to shoot up a Gotha 242 on the ground with a final

squirt. "

P/Lt. Burra-Robinson again saw a Heinkel attempting to land, and attacked at 500

ft. „ Pieces of the aircraft flew off and it crashed and burned. The four Mustangs then

re-formed and combined to destroy a Heinkel which was attempting to escape by what one

of the pilots described as a "wizard piece of low flying." All of the R.A.F. pilots

got in bursts, and the enemy aircraft blew up.

All four Mustangs returned safely.


