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THEIR SHIP STILL SAILED ON TIME

Here is a story depicting the efficiency and. devotion to duty of the Engine Room

staffs in H.M. Ships. The mien in the story did a job that was "all in the day's work".

Warrant Engineer R.J. G
, , STACEY, R, N,, of Keswick, Cumberland, Chief Engineer of a

Corvette that patrols E-boat Alley, claims that his ship has never failed through

engine .troubles to sail or time.

But one night recently,,, when he was on patrol, three boiler tubes sprung a leak - a

a defect which impaired the fighting efficiency of the ship. She completed her patrol

and returned to port early the next morning.

"We were due to go out. 0.1 another patrol that evening," said Warrant Engineer Stacey,

’’and I was determined that we would not break our record.

"At 8 a,m. I ordered the boiler to be emptied and opened up, and the defective tubes

to be replaced 1 new ones,, This is a job that is usually performed by civilian dock-

yard hands at least 24 hours after the boiler has had time to cool down.

"The temperature inside the oil-burning furnace, when it is alight, is about 2,500

degrees, and it doesn't cool off in a hurry.

"Donning asbestos suits, two of my stokers and three Engine Hoorn Artificers climbed

inside the boiler and worked, against time to got tho job completed. It had to be done

efficiently, for these tubes have to withstand a steam-pressure of 375 lbs. to the square

inch*

"In spite of the fans, the men were working in a temperature of about 150 degrees.

But by 4 o’clock that afternoon I was able to report to the Commanding Officer that the

job was complete, and that, as far as my department was concerned, the ship was ready for

sea. We sailed that night on time and our reputation was saved.'"

Warrant Engineer Stacey climbed into the boiler several times to see how the job was

progressing.

"When we first



"When we first attempted to enter the boiler, our shoes began to smoulder,”

said the ship’s boiler-maker, Engine Room Artificer E.P* Waite, of Bristol, ”so we put

wooden planks inside on which to squat, bu. these began to burn, too, Finally, we

shoved slabs of asbestos lagging inside, and a ea fire-proOf suits. This did the

trick.

"I saw one of the Artificers lay a ohisel down on the steel shell of the boiler,’

added Stoker Petty Officer H. Stevens, of St, Columb Minor, Cornwall, "He took off

his glove, and, forgetting the heat for a second, picked the chisel up. He dropped

it again in a great hurry”.

We couldn’t stay in the bottom drum for very long, and worked in six-minute

shifts," said Stoker W. Howard, of Camberwell, London, S. E., who was a carpenter employed

on war-damage repair work before he joined the Royal Navy in October, 1942.

Engine Room Artificer' Kenneth Taylor, of Plymouth, who was in charge of the job,

was Mentioned in Despatches for conspicuous work when a steampipe burst in a warship

in which he was then serving.
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