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BEAUITGHTERS STRIKE AGAIN

Striking again at enemy shipping off the Butch coast the second time in

less than 24 hours a Beaufighter anti-shipping wing of R.A.F. Coastal Command

attacked three enemy vessels this afternoon.

A violent explosion occurred in one ship an armed trawler which was

left enveloped in volumes of smoke, A second ship - a coaster - was set on

fire and was seen burning furiously while the third was raked by cannon and

machine-gun fire.

W/Cdr C.E.H. McHardy, D. F. C. and Bar, a New Zealander, who was leading the

wing, reported that the ships were seen about seven miles off the coast.

"We had been flying for 40 miles or so in a fog bank", he said, "Very

soon after emerging from it, we sighted the three vessels. They hadn't much

time to do anything about it. All the aircraft swept in to attack and an

avalanche of cannon fire struck them.

"There was some flak thrown up at us and some of the aircraft were hit,

causing a few slight casualties, but the Germans were in an unenviable position

with our lead bursting all round them, and all our aircraft returned safely.
brief

In a few/minutes, the attack was over and we were heading for home, leaving

one ship burning furiously - a big pile of cargo on the deck as well as the

vessel itself was .well alight - and the second, after an explosion had shaken

the guts out of her, was lying obscured by volumes of smoke from her innards.

Leading the squadron in the operation were S/Ldr. J. G. Lingard, whose home

is in Yorkshire, and S/Lar. R.A.Will s ,D. F. C. ,
who comes from Kendenup, West

Australia,


