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LANCE-CORPORAL AMPUTATES GURKHA’S LEG DURING SIEGE OF HANGMAN’S HILL

During the siege of the .9th Gurkha Rifles on Hangman’s Hill during the recent

battle of Cassino, two stretcher-bearers of the Essex Regiment performed the duties

of regimental medical officers. During the final six days they successfully treated

and evacuated more than 70 wounded.

On the third night after the Gurkhas had seized the hill a company of the Essex

Regiment fought its way up to reinforce them. With the Company were two stretcher-

bearers, Lance-Corporal E.B. Hazle D. C. K. , of Westcl iff-011-Sea, Essex, and Lance-

Corporal L, T. Piper of Black Motleys, Essex, Hazle had won the D. C. M. at Alamein,

when he rescued a wounded Indian sepoy from No-Man’ s-Land in spite of being very

severely wounded in the face. Piper was normally Battalion Sanitary Corporal, but

repeatedly he had asked to be . llowed. to accompany the battalion in action. He

was given the post of stretcher-bearer, which requires the most cold-blooded bravery.

There was no medical officer on Hangman’s Hill so, Hazle and Piper took over

the job. The Gurkhas had already had many casualties, and so these two men’s hands

were full. Their resources were slender - only a first-aid haversack. There was

little water and less food; there was a practically continuous concentration from

guns and mortars falling on the hill. But for six; days they tended every wounded man,

British and Indian, They even performed major operations as when Hazle amputated

the shattered leg of a Gurkha, Piper was constantly out in the open tending wounded

men who could not be moved until after dark.

During the six days that they were on the hill these two lance-corporals

successfully treated and evacuated more than seventy wounded men.
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