
Dear Tom, 

AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL STUDIES 
54, SOUIDIAS STREET 
ATHENS, GR-106 76 

GREECE 

I've been doing a lot of entering the stuff from my last two weeks work in 
the museum into my printouts, involving a bit of changing of format also, and 
I'm getting pretty tired of it, but I still have half an hour to justify on 
the signing up, though theress no one waiting, so I turn to you for 
relaxation, instead of a long letter 1 ought to write, when it's somewhat 
later at night. 

First, I thought shortly after we hung up that I have a fine easy way to 
make sure of getting there on the 22nd, as sure as anything in this business 
of travel. So I will have no notion of what time I get there on the 22nd, but 
I can try to make it afternoon. And I shall be grateful for the time to talk 
over all sorts of problems, and even to see what Austin is like nowadays. I 
suppose I had heard of your plans for Washington when I talked to you here, 
before I discovered that an earlier departure was indicated, and I simply 
forgot that I might be demanding that you start rushing madly about the 
country. 

I've been finding out lots of fine stuff about the tablets, &c. The 
formation of many tablets, the verification of string-holes, which may be the 
work of a tablet former, but seems also to be characteristic of certain hands. 
So maybe hand and former are either a single fellow, or a very reliable pair? 

I've been looking at the forms of stylus, in the rulings, and in the cut 
edges, and in the signs, and in the puncts (as on the edges of Linear A 
tablets, where they may be significant), insignificant, interesting, 
characteristic of some scribes, I think, and not of others. I think they may 
be either a nervous habit, or a nervous cleaning of the stylus tip, But the 
traces of these give excellent indication of the shape of the tip of at least 
some styli, and (with the advice of Olga (what's her name, from British 
School, working on ivory, and especially on the identification of hippopotamus 
ivory, and the proportions of the two ivories expecially in Mycenaean times) 
that the chances of the stylus being bone or ivory in many or most tablets is 
very small. I think Louis 6. is convinced from finding stuff at Tiryns that 
the shape is that of bone implements found there, though he said something 
about one similar object of metal, that bone was normal. Nice bit of stuff 
for discussion. 

Yesterday, and the day after the Easter break in the Museum I've been 
working on the sealings. Never really looked at them before, I think. Very 
interesting, and some little bits of useful information may eventually come 
from them. 1199 and 1247 are not Wr, or Wa. l need a new class for them. W 
something, for those that are made by fingers and have a small string hole 
running through. 

Found a hew tablet! Fr 1479: JOLE PO 2( 
Found a number of new readings 
Am very unsure about the many notices of palimpsest. I disbelieve some of 

them, and really wish I had somebody else here to check up on them, Is it 
just the lighting of the room that makes such traces hard to believe in? 



Disjoined 1209 t+J 1211: traces of ja on both pieces, incompatible, despite 
the swelling of 1209, in real size, 

Found a number of things that had been joined in my absence and not 
reported. Well, about 2 or three, not counting many little bits of 
uninscribed versos, 16 April 1987 

There's a considerable variety of things on the insides of the sfragismata. 
Perhaps fewer knots than I expected, though those are hard to see if the 
sealing is intact, No, impossible, But lots don't have knots, especially some 
with rather large strings inside, often a twist of three strings themselves 
twisted. I've no good idea yet why, But there's one nice large sealing which 
covered the crossing of two strings on a basket. When you have a look, I 
think you'll have a good bit of fun, When I get back to the Museum, I'm going 
to check up on the rotation of seal and inscribed facets, which have got a bit 
confused · in my records, relying on the photos, which don't make it absolutely 
clear in every case, I do notice that ordinarily, if the seal impression has 
a natural up, the writing on it is also up, but there's at least one, in a 
series of impressions from the same seal, which isn't, And often, I think, 
the writing on beta and gamma facets is up if the sphragisma is rotated on the 
string axis, 

Our telephonic Department meeting happened while I was in Rome, and John 
Fischer's apartment made it less unpleasant than it might have been, It 
turned out to be a tie, and Barry says that we may have to have a second go, 
Barry also says he'll be back here in middle May, On the other hand, since 
this is Friday, there's Sunday to lock forward to, with the School's roast 
lamb at about 1:30, if we all turn out to turn the spits. Now I'll get on to 
my diskettes. 

Yours, 

17 April 1987 Note 1 
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t The above address will be valid through 30 June 1987, From 1 August 
1987 please address me at: 

Institute for Research in the Humanities, 1401 Observatory Drive, Madison, 
WI 53706, U.S.A. 
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