
Dear Tom, 

EmmettL.Bennett 
746 W. Main St. #309 
MADISON, WI 53715-1467 
+608 257 2279 ebennett@facstaff.wisc.edu 

Fooling aside, which otherwise is almost impossible to prevent, putting this on paper will 
encourage sobriety. I ought to get to the incomplete sentence which was to start the second 
circular - of which there were two important parts: 1, form yourselves into small groups of 2 or 3 
for improvements that ought to be made. 2: list of the things I think should be, but probably 
cannot be changed, because that's the way they've always been done. 

I can't, because putting 2 workshoplets into some sort of form, out of some sort of 
substance, illustrated by some sort of illustrated structure . . it isn't easy, and the warm damp of 
this late June, plus the sort of allergic stickiness of the eyes, and general lassitude make it very 
hard to do. I've got down, but not satisfactorily, a 20 word outline of the first one. Only I think 
some of the second one ought to be introduced into it in exchange for something else. And time 
is running out. 

So, fooling aside, I've been thinking a wee bit about the October/May pseudo-choices. 
And come to the conclusion that"getting to Austin at the last minute in May, and leaving at the 
first minute is sensibler. That leaves October in pretty much of an unknown quantity. 
The known, or perhaps knowable, part of May in Austin also needs some definition. First of all, 
considering the difficulty I have with this picayune ill-named workshop, I would have tremendous 
trouble with a serious scholarly talk in May. Impossible even. Because I must, as I've been trying 
to get around to all since Christmas, or before, get things done on the find-spots. Once that's 
done, it doesn't matter. But it's going to take time. With time off only for concerts. 

Except of course there's the constant and constantly getting worse necessity of getting the 
Office and its contents ( as well as its denison) in shape for a gradual, but timely withdrawal. They 
have been, almost entirely through the kindness of Loretta, very lenient. Next year's Solmson F's 
are more numerous than some, though as always some will come only if attracted by learned 
lunches. That expression is so much wori than Workshop, that maybe I can manage to get there 
and back. The apartment is in even wor Iii of a tumble, and the storage place (near and 
convenient) is equally messy, only it is lig ted only by a lantern if one brings it in. And accessible 
only on Wednesday afternoons, and at just the time of the Metropolitan Opera Broadcasts. 

I wasn't going to put in excursuses, hah. So, I think, as started a few lines ago, I feel very 
sure that I cannot come up with a serious, reputable, 30 minute serious paper - and on what 
subject. If that means, e,g,. I have to pay for my own hotel room, that's just fine. I think I could, 
with a stop watch in front of me, manage an unrehearsed, un-read~off-the-prompter, fifteen 
minutes, of the it's been a wonderful 50 years, keep it up, and recruit good young ones, to keep it 
going another 50. And, along with that, I'm not sure I ought to stay for the whole shebang. 

Although, as a matter of fact, I wouldn't be surprised (leaving aside real chronological 
limitations) if it didn't turn into a ten year cycle for a while. 

I sort of notice that I've not eliminated all the comic touches. But I trust that the serious 
parts will be identifiable. 

Now, I had been supposing that JLM might have intended to come to Madison - which is 
part of why I've been trying to straighten up the tablet and photo and excavation stuff, as well as 
making some room in the shelves. But he's not said anything of that sort, and he's not sent along 
the necessary key for working in my office ( officially, that is; unofficially he's persona maxima 
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grata). But I'm not sure what part I would have in his work on PASP treasures. For one thing, 
everything down there would surely be right in its place. Oops. Did it again. 

I must print this out, before I start proofreading it, and print an envelope, and seal it,
and try to get back to Cypriote - You know, how the specification was please not too much 
Linear B?, and how there's an expert spending one session on Linear B - and even though I'm 
going to say that Linear Bis just like THE (WHY ALWAYS THE?? ALPHABET., and 
Cypriote is just like Linear B and THE alphabet, only slightly slanted. 

You don't by any wild chance have a copy of From Greek Alphabet to Mycenaean writing and 
back again, do you? Or of the handouts or overheads that went with it? 

24 June 1999 

Good, I changed my dating dater at last, and it works just right 


	ELBtoTGP19990624.01
	ELBtoTGP19990624.02

