
MINISTRY OF WAR TRANSPORT

Press Notice

MORE WOMEN VOLUNTEERS TO BE TRAINED FOR CANALS.

There are now vacancies for more women volunteers to be trained to
operate canal boats. The original training scheme, begun
experimentally by the Grand Union Canal Carrying Company in 1942, has

been re-organised, and training will now be continued under the

supervision of the Ministry of War Transport.

One of the pioneer women war workers on the canals has been appointed
as supervisor, and experienced boatwomen will undertake the training.

Training usually lasts about two months, during which trainees will be

given full instruction in the management and handling of canal craft

and the method of operating the locks. They will live, eat, and
sleep on the boats, which travel along the canals carrying essential

cargoes. Payment during training is at the rate of £2 a week, and a

week‘s leave, without pay, may be taken at the end of each trip which

normally takes about three weeks.

On completion of training, if found suitable, trainees are given
control of a pair of boats, consisting of a motor boat with a ’’butty I '.
The earnings accruing from the tonnage moved are shared by the three
members of the crew and are subject to a minimum wage of £3 per week.

Above this minimum the earnings of the crew depend largely on their
own experience and exertions.

Canal boat workers are entitled to extra rations of tea and sugar,
and at selected places, can obtain specially-prepared packed meals.

Fuel and light are free. Leave is granted at regular intervals,
including one week annually with pay.

Although the work is not unusually arduous, it involves exposure to
weather and long hours, and only women of robust constitution are

advised to apply. The main qualifications are grit and the spirit of

service.
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