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AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY IN THE AIR TO A PILOT AND RADIO OFFICER
OF THE BRITISH OVERSEAS AIRWAYS CORPORATION

The King has been graciously pleased to approve the appointment of Captain
GILBERT RAE, . .

and Radio Officer JAMES STANLEY WOOD PAYNE, both of the British

Overseas Airways Corporation, to be an Officer and a Member respectively of the

British Empire Order in recognition of their high courage over an extended period
in flying unarmed aircraft on the civil war-time air service between the United

Kingdom and Stockholm,

When Captain Rue was attacked some time ago over enemy-occupied territory his
aircraft was damaged by cannon fire and the under-carriage hydraulic system was put
out of action. By the most skilful evasive tactics and exceptional coolness in a

most hazardous situation he was able to avoid further damage, to shake off his

assailant, and eventually make a forced-landing in Sweden with the under-carriage
retracted. The forced-landing was made with such skill that comparatively little

damage was done to the aircraft.

A few days later Captain Rae was again attacked by two German aircraft but by
his skill and coolness he was able to shake off his assailants and land safely.

On a third occasion, half-way across the North Sea with a very heavy load, one

of his engines failed and it was only due to superb airmanship that he managed to

get safely back to base.

On all these occasions Mr. Payne has been the radio officer of the aircraft.

He has cheerfully and readily accepted the some risks as his pilot. His skill as

a radio officer and his coolness in the face of extreme danger have been outstanding.

NOTE ON CAREERS

Captain GILBERT RAE has Been a pilot with British Overseas Airways Corporation
since early 1940, flying on the Lisbon and Scandinavian routes. He was appointed

captain in October, 1942. Before joining B.O.A.C. he served as a ground engineer
from 1934 to 1938 and as a pilot from 1938 to 1940 with Scottish Airways Limited.
Born in March, 1917, at Dunfermline, he was educated at Dunfermline High School.
He is unmarried.

Radio Officer JAMES S. PAYEE joined British Airways Limited in 1938 and the
British Overseas Airways Corporation on its formation. He has served during this

period as radio officer on European routes, particularly the Scandinavian route.

For eleven years before joining British Airways he was a ship's radio officer and

before that was employed as a clerk with the De Havilland Aircraft Company. Radio

Officer Payne, who is married with two children, was born in August, 1908.


