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CANADIAN VOLUNTEER SERVICE MEDAL

The announcement of a new service medal - The Canadian Volunteer Service

Medal - for all three branches of Canada'S Armed Service, has just been made

from Ottawa.

The announcement was made by the Minister of National Defence, The
Minister of National Defence for Naval Services and The Minister of National

Defence for Air*

Men and women of all ranks in the armed services will be eligible for

the medal.

The Medal will not be struck until after cessation of hostilities, but

a distinctive ribber. will be issued to those qualified as soon as available,
probably about the middle of December. These who have served outside of

Canada with the Canadian Armed Forces in this war will be authorised to wear

a Silver Maple Leaf on the Ribbon. Service outside of Canada, includes all

service beyond the territorial limits of the Dominion.

These eligible for the award are persons of any rank in the Naval,
Military or Air Forces of Canada, who have voluntarily served on Active

War Service and have honourably completed 18 months total voluntary Service,

Those who have voluntarily served on Active Ear Service and who, after having
proceeded outside of Canada have been honourably discharged or retired, will

also be eligible. The Medal also will be awarded posthumously to persons
of any rank in the Naval, Military or Air Forces of Canada, who have

voluntarily served on Active War Service, .and have been killed, or died

of wounds or injuries sustained in action or while on Duty.

Cast in Silver, the medal will be circular in form, bearing on one

side marching figures representing the three services, with the

"CANADA" above and "VOLUNTARY SERVICE VOLONTAIRE" below. The reverse side

will bear the Canadian Coat-of-Arms. The Medal will be worn on the left

breast, immediately after The Africa Star or 1939-43 Star or any

issued War Service Medals, suspended by a ribbon 14 inches wide of green,

scarlet, royal blue, scarlet and green. Each green and scarlet stripe
will be 3/16 of an inch in width.

In announcing the award, the Ministers stated the new medal represents
recognition by the of Canada of their volunteer fighting forces.

These men and women of the armed forces, they added, many of whom are, now

in their fifth year of Active Service, voluntarily gave up civilian life

to serve their country anywhere in its time of need. It is a tribute to

their spirit of self-sacrifice that the new medal has been instituted.
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