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RESCUE BY R.A.F. DOCTOR

The Commander-in-Chief of Member Command recently commended to the notice
of all ranks the action-of a medical officer, Flying Officer A.R.H. Mills, in

swimming a river to tie rescue f some stranded airmen.

One night last month a bomber crashed by the side of one of the main rivers

of the Midlands, The first person to discover the aircraft was Flying Officer

Mills, the medical officer at the local station. It was on the far side of the
river and realising that it might be 'difficult to find it again if he went the

long way round by bridge and rood, Plying Officer Mills entered the swiftly-
flowing water and sworn across in the dark. He managed to release the dinghy,' and

first ferried the fit members of the crow across; he then procured stretchers,
and safely transferred three injured men to the waiting ambulance. This has

been characterised by the C-in-C. as displaying "a high standard of devotion

to duty,”

Flying officer Mills, who is 27, comes from Watford, Two years ago he

qualified at St, Mary's Hospital, London,where he remained for some time.as
house surgeon, He then became a ship's surgeon to the New Zealand Steamship
Company, After six months at sea, he volunteered. for aircrew duties and was

accepted, but last October he was transferred to the medical branch of the R.A.F.

A few weeks aye he spent his leave with the navy, going to sea in a destroyer.
He was also in an M.T.B. in a recent North Sea action against a force of German

E-boats,

Flying Officer' Hills was educated at Repton, and rowed for St, Mary's
Hospital, In 1938, he travelled to Essen with a crew which rowed against the

Germans, At the beginning of the war, when he was a medical student, he escorted

a party of 300 children to Canada, under a government evacuation scheme.


