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WAR DAMAGED AND DESTROYED HOUSES

IMPORTANT hem provisions

The provision of housing accommodation being in the public
interest, the Treasury has given to the War Damage Commission a

direction which is of vital importance to many owners of houses
which have been severely damaged, or even destroyed.

The effect of the direction is that the- Commission will be
able to pay, if and when the work is done, the reasonable cost of

restoring, or re-building houses (a cost of works payment) in
the two following classes, ever, where totally destroyed:

(1) Any houses "built after March. 31st, 1914*

(2) Also houses built before March 31st, 1914, where
the Comission is satisfied that immediately before
the "War damage the structure was practically as sound

as at the date of building and that the design,
lay-out and amenities of the houses were reasonably
equal to those of similar houses built since 1914

The. direction also enables the Commission to pay for the

reasonable cost of repairs in the following additional categories
of houses:

(1) Houses ( excluding houses condemned under the

Housing Acts) where the Commission considers that there
was no structural damage (or only minor structural damage).

(2) Houses (again excluding condemned houses) where

there is some structural damage but the Commission considers it would
have been reasonable to reinstate the house in the same form as before
the war damage if its condition had been caused by non-war causes

(except in those oases where the site value is more than three-quarters
of the market value of house and site).

The expression "house" includes flats, tenements, and any properties
comprising living accommodation where only the ground floor and basement

are used for other purposes, such as shops or business premises. On the

other hand it does not include makeshift buildings.
The direction provides that the powers shall not be operated where

that course would result in injustice to any person interested in the

kind of war damage payment to be made*

Owners of property coming within the classes named above who may

be considering offers to buy their war-damaged or destroyed houses are

advised to consider the "possible effect of this direction on their

eventual claim to a war damage payment.

The direction is not an authority to do the work concerned, which

remains subject to the need to obtain any necessary planning or other

consents, and owners are reminded that they must obtain a building licence

from the Ministry of Works if the cost of repair, together with the cost

of any other building work carried out on the property during the preceding
twelve months, exceeds £loo* It should be emphasised that the

Commission can only pay a cost of works payment after the works to make

good the war damage have actually been carried out.
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