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U-BOAT SURPRISED AND SUNK

Surprised by a. Coastal Command Sunderland, "which hid behind a cloud and

then made a swift attack, a U-boat was quickly destroyed during a recent period
of intensive activity in the battle of the Atlantic,

The aircraft was from a R.A.A.F. squadron which has already achieved many
successes against enemy submarines.

Its captain, F/Lt« Geoffrey Rossiter, of South Perth, No stem Australia,
said that while the flying boat -was on patrol in the Boy of Biscay, the U-boat

was sighted from a long distance.

"We sneaked up to it under cloud-cover and emerged almost on top of it,”
he went on. ”we made two attacks, and each time our depth charges straddled

the U-boat. ”

As the aircraft swept in for the first attack, the submarine took evasive

action, but the Sunderland also turned and dropped depth-charges from 50 feet,
just forward of the conning-tower. One of them exploded within 50 feet of the

U—boat.

”We made a tight turn to port and then attacked again, releasing more

depth.-charges from 60 feet,” said the captain, "The first of these dropped
within 20 feet of the U-boat aft the conning -tower; the others over-shot.

"We saw two men on the U-boat’s deck, wearing sou-westers and oil-skin

coats. They seemed to be staring at the sky, and looked very frightened. As

we did not see them again, they may have been killed by our machine-gun- fire,
the gunners having scored many hits on the .conning-tower.”

After the second attack, the U-boat turned several complete circles,

trailing oil and beginning to settle. Then it became stationary with the

stem and port of the conning-tower awash* and as it slowly disappeared its

bow was in the air and there was a continuing flow of oil, which spread in

patches -when the U-boat sank. Half an hour later more oil gradually came to

the surface of the sea in the shape of a great crescent,

F/Lt. Rossiter has been with the squadron in England a little over a

year and this was his second attack on a U-boat.

Note: pictures available from P.N. A.


