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SETTLING UP AND SETTLING DOWN IN MADAGASCAR

Every effort has been made by the British Government to minimise any

personal hardship; and distress which may have arisen amongst the French and

Malagash population in Madagascar out of the presence of the British Forces in
that Island. To this effect a notice was published on 15th December, 1942,

inviting the public to submit all claims for loss or damage arising out of the

occupation or caused by any member of our Forces, but not war damage.

Behind this gesture lies a story of considerable organisation and general
hard work. Claims had to be sorted and checked and a great proportion of them

needed verifying on the spot says a message from E. African Command, Nairobi.

As a large proportion of such claims wore from local natives, a considerable

bulk of translation from Malagash was found necessary, Difficulties in

communications were also met with, and in spite of the French Administration

arranging for all Claims Commission correspondence to be transmitted through
their official channels free of charge, considerable delays occurred in receiving
answers.

To tackle the actual problem of paying out the money, specially qualified
British Claims officers were brought to Madagascar from the war Office, A French

Civil Servant with experience of French Claims work and an intimate knowledge of the

Malagash language, who was specially allotted to the Commission, rendered his

British colleagues very great assistance.

Travelling from one side of the Island to the other, the British Commission

paid out three hundred and thirty-nine claims, in cash amounting in value to

nearly 1,500,000 francs. This journey took ever three months and included 7,000
kilometres by car, 700 by rail and 1,500 kilometres by air.

In a number of places the people on receiving their money at once handed it

over to the Fighting French Armament Fund.

The payment of claims was completed in three months.

This prompt payment of our debts and the trouble taken to meet every kind
of obligation from the humblest claim for a Malagash chicken to large scale

commercial re-habilitation has made a deep impression on both the French and

Malagash people.
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