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U.S. FOOD PRODUCTION PROSPECTS BRIGHT FOR 1944

U.S.

Washington, Monday

Present indications point to a total U.S, food production in 1944 as large as,
or larger than, the record output in prospect for 1943# according to a report issued
tonight by the U.S, Bureau of Agricultural Economics and the U.S. Department of

Agriculture.

Highlights of the report on the national food situation in the U.S. follow;
Greater non—civilian requirements probably will more than offset any increases in
food output, so that total supplies for civilians are not likely to exceed those of

1943 and may even be somewhat smaller. It appears that, for the year 1944- as a

-whole, we shall continue to have an abundant supply of cereals, and as large a per
capita supply as in 1943 of chickens, eggs, fresh fruits and vegetables, potatoes,
dry edible beans and peas.

Consumption of food fats, and oils as a. group is likely to be maintained at the
ration levels of recent months. Canned fruit and vegetables are expected to be in
smaller civilian supply in the fire half of 1 944 than in the same period this year,
but in the second half the supplies may be larger than in the second half of 1943,
Red meats and dairy products, however, are expected to be in shorter civilian supply
than this year.

.This year civilian per capita consumption of all foods is expected to average
about 5 per cent above the 1935-39 level, but about 5 per cent below the record

consumption in 1941• The 1943 civilian" per capita food supply is richer than in

1935-39 in all of the essential nutrients, and, with the exception of Vitamin A and

ascorbic acid, the vitamin and mineral content of the foods consumed will be at least
as high an in 1941 and 1942.

The net effect of smaller civilian supplies of meats and dairy.products in 1944

probably will mean a diet slightly lower in calorics, protein and calcium* However,
because of higher levels of enrichment of bread and flour now in effect, the diet may
contain more iron and the B, Vitamins,

Total food production in 1943 he estimated to be 3 per cent above 1942, and

32 per cent above 1935-39• The record output of livestock products, appropriately
10 "per cent above 1942# will more than offset a decline in food crop production.

The outlook for livestock products in 1 944 is dominated by the prospective feed

situation* Since the beginning of the war, livestock numbers have been increasing,
and on January 1, 1944# the numbers will be at a record high level. This sets, the

stage for a substantial increase in total production of livestock products next year.

However, the large feed stocks, accumulated'prior to our entrance into the war, are

being reduced, and local feed shortages have already developed this year. The total

supplies of feed for the year beginning October 1 will be the second largest on record.

However, disappearance per animal unit is likely to be only about the same as in

1940 if a cons derable part of the reserve stocks of feed grains and feed wheat now

on hand is consumed before the close of the 1 943-44 marketing year* This situation

will make it difficult to obtain any significant increases in livestock production
next year, but, with efficient management of the feed supply, the output of livestock

products could be maintained at approximately the 1943 level♦

The number of hoys on farms January 1
, 1944, will be the largest in our history,

and, even if the 1944 spring pig crop is smaller than this year
1 s crop, as is likely,

hog slaughter may still be several million head greater than in 1943* The number of

cattle and calves on farms on January 1
,

likewise will be of record size, and in view

of the limited feed supply and'.high feed costs, an increase in slaughter appears

probable 0 The number of layers on farms at the beginning of 1944 is expected to lx

at least 8 per cent larger than the- record number on January 1 1943, and egg produc-

tion in 1944 probably will be at least as large as in 1943, if not larger.
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The number of chickens raised in probably will be somewhat smaller than

this year, but with a large slaughter of chickens culled from laying flocks, total,

production of chicken meat should be about the same as the all-time high in 1943•

A milk production goal of 122,000,000,000 pounds has been suggested by the War Food

Administration for 1944 - about 4,000,000,000 pounds larger than the expected
production in 1943. In, view of the prospective tight feed situation and competition
from the large number of other livestock on farms, an output of this size will

difficult to obtain without providing more feed for the dairy enterprise and taking
actions which will increase returns to producer.

The War Food Administration-has requested farmers to plant 380,000,000 acres in

1944 “ 16,000,000 acres more than were planted in 1943• . The W.F.A, request is that

a larger proportion of the total acreage planted be devoted to food crops than in

1943. Barring' droughts, the production of food crops in 1944) therefore, should be

as large as, or larger than in 1943*

The proportion of the 1944 production that will be allocated for non-civilian

uses will depend to a large extent on military developments. As more Axis-held

territories are liberated by the Allies, relief shipments, especially to continental

Europe can be expected to increase. In any event, military and lend-lease

requirements next year probably will be at least as great as this year. At the

same time, the civilian demand for food - i.c, the amount which civilians would be

willing to buy at prevailing prices - will be equal to, or even greater than, in 1943.

Meat production in 1944 may bo as high as the record production in 1943.

present estimated indicate that non-civilian requirements for meat in 1944 may be about

25 per cent higher than. in 1943) 00 that supplies for civilians probably will be

smaller. On the other hand, civilian demand for meat at present prices may be as high
as 170 pounds per capita or oven 40 pounds more than the average consumption per person
in 1943*

While the civilian supply of meats in prospect for 1944 may be somewhat smaller

than this year, it may be more evenly distributed* Machinery tc control black market

operations will be better organised through the new licensing programme of the

War Food Administration, stricter enforcement of Regulations by the Office of Price

Administration, and the co-ordinating efforts of the -Tar Meat Board,

Expectations are that the 1944 spring pig crop will be smaller than this year's
crop because of the smaller feed supply and less favourable hog-corn price ratio.

However, because of the large number new on farms, hog slaughter in 1944 may still be

several million head higher than in 1943*

The total number of cattle and calves may be above 80,000,C00 head .on January 1,
1944) or ever 2,000,000 head higher than on January 1, 1943. In relation to the

prospective feed supply, and high feed costs, cattle numbers in 1944 will be large,
so that an increase in slaughter appears likely*

If the present trend in marketings of sheep and lambs continues, sheep numbers

on farms January 1 may be 2,000,000 head below a year ago. As a result of heavy ewe

slaughter during recent months, the lamb crop in 1941 also may be smaller than 1943*

Consequently, slaughter of sheep and lambs next year is likely tc be smaller than in

1943.

Total egg production in 1944- probably will be at least as large as in 1943 if not

larger, and, despite expected sizeable war requirements, civilian consumption of eggs
is likely to be at least as large as this year.

FATS AND OILS

The combined production of food and non-food fats and oils in the United States

may total about 11,000,C00,000 lbs* in 1943 compared with about 10,000,000,000 lbs*

in 1942* The production of edible fats and oils including butter is expected to

reach about 8,000,000,000 lbs. - 10 per cent above 1942 end 29 per cent above the

1935-39 average.
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Military requirements and exports* in 1943 probably will account for 20 to

23 per cent of the - total- production of edible fats and oils. With Government

Limitation Orders' End rationing 'of food foots in effect, civilian consumption in

1943 will 'average about 47 lbs. per capita compared with 49 lbs. in 1942 and

about 48 lbs. on 193 5-39. The decline in tetri, civilian consumption is mainly a

result of .a smaller per capita civilian supply of butter. Butter consumption
in 1943 is expected to average only 13.3 lbs. compared 'with 15.7 lbs in 1942 and

lb.B lb's, in 1935” ,39. Consumption of margarine, on the other hand,^has. increased
and probably will -average over 1 lb, more per person than last year when it was

2.3 lbs. fat content, or 2.9 lbs. in • terms, of finished weight,

Since our loss of oil imports from the Pacific, the acreage of oil-bearing
crops has been greatly expanded in the United States, and further expansion in

acreage probably will take place in 1944« The output of vegetable oils in the

coining -year, therefore, is expected to be larger than this year and, with the

exception of butter, animal fat production may be about the same.

Lend-lease shipments of fats and oils to the United'-Kingdom and Russia
have been increasing and are expected to be larger in 1944 than in 1943. In

addition, relief shipments of facts and .oils to Continental Europe may become

necessary with the Allied liberation of territories now under Axis domination.

Supplies f -r civilians, therefore, are not likely to be increased, and

civilian consumption per capita may be maintained at the current; ration level.
On the basis of disappearance during the past few months, this Would be;.about
44 lbs. per capita fob the year.
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