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LIEUT.-GENERAL SIR HENRLY ROYDS POWNALL, KBE, CB, DSO. MC.

Lieut. -General Sir Henry Pownall is 55 years of ago. He was educated at

Rugby and. the Royal Military academy, Woolwich, receiving his Commission

in the Royal artillery in 1906. He passed, through the Staff College, and

later went to the Imperial Defence College.

From the beginning of his service until 1914-18 war, Lieut,-General
Pownall served in the R.F,A. and the R,H,.A. in both England and India,

He went to France in the autumn of 1914 and served there and in Belgium
throughout the war, winning the D.S.O. and. M,C., and on two occasions being
mentioned in Despatches,

In 1917-18 he was Brigade Major R.A. 17th Division*

From 1924-25 he was Brigade Major at the Schoo1 of .Artillery, and in the next year

he became G.S. 0.2 Staff College,, Camberley, in which post, he served until 1929

During the next two years he to Me part in operations in the North-West

Frontier of India, in which he was again mentioned in Despatches and won a bar

to the D.S.O.

On his return to England he was successively assistant Secretary, Senior

assistant Secretary and Deputy Secretary to the Committee of Imperial Defence,
until, in 1936, he went, with the rank of Brigadier, to be Commandant' of the

School of artillery In this appointment he remained for 18 months1

In March 1938 he was appointed Director of Military Operations and

Intelligence at the War Office with the rank of Major-General, He left the

War Office on the outbreak of war, when he was appointed Chief of the General

Staff with the B.E.F. After Dunkirk, he was mentioned in Despatches and

created K.B.E,

In July 1940, he was given the important appointment of Inspector
General of the recently, formed Local Defence Volunteers, since renamed the
Home Guard. This was the vital period when the first steps were taken to change
the keen, but ill-equipped, volunteer force into the well-trained, well-armed,

citizen Army it has become.

After some months with the Home Guard, Lieut,General Pownall was sent to

Northern Ireland as G,O,C,- an appointment ho held until May 1941, when he

returned to the War Office as V.C.I.G.S.

In December of that year, he sailed for the Far East as Commander in Chief
of our Forces,

In the following month he became Chief of Staff, Supreme Command South-Western

Pacific, and in March 1942 he became Commander-in-Chief Ceylon, In this

appointment he remained for a year, until he was made Commander-in-Chief Persia/Iraq,
the appointment he has held until, to-day.
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