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MR. HERBERT MORRISON AT POLICE FIRST AID COMPETITION

Mr. Herbert Morrison, Home Secretary and Minister of Home

Security, speaking in London this afternoon at the finals of the

Metropolitan police First Aid Competition, said:

This annual competition, the fact that there is enough keenness to keep it

going year by year end to maintain so high a standard, is a very good illustration

of the neighbourliness which is the secret of the success of our police system.
’’First Aid" might almost be made the slogan of the British He is ready

to give his aid in any emergency, and there is nobody who is more often first on

the scene when distress occurs. He is there to help the old lady across the

busy street, to stop the runaway horse, to deal with the air raid victim, at the

scene of a road accident or a crime, or to help the bewildered American soldier or

country cousin up from the provinces to find his way through the maze of London’s
streets.

It was not always that the London policeman had the reputation for being the

friend of everybody except the 'wrongdoer, though I suspect that there was never a

time when the man on the beat was not ready to do what lie could to help his fellow
citizens. Certainly, however, in the 18th and early 19th centuries the police
•were feared rather than loved and despised rather than admired. ’’First Aid”

•was not looked upon by themselves or anybody else as one of their duties. I was

looking the other day at a treatise on the police of the Metropolis published in

the 1790s by "a Magistrate” and this dwells net upon the positive side of police
•work but upon the great problem of suppressing the crime -which was rife in the

Metropolis. It estimated that there were 115,000 persons -"a vast catalogue of

human depravity within itself” - who supported themselves by pursuits either criminal,
illegal or immoral*, These included highway robbers and river pirates, ’’many of whom

have finished their education in the Hulks and some at Botany Bay”, a curious class

of river pilferers including "fraudulent lumpers” and "scuffle hunters” in the

Docks, and amongst many others "blacklegs and others proselyted to the passion of

Gaming”, spendthrifts, rakes and "giddy young men”.

Perhaps London would not have had so many undesirable characters if the police
had been more neighbourly in those days. At any rate, under the new system from

the time of Peel onwards the spirit greatly changed and one aspect of the improvement
is undoubtedly the growth of police first aid. This became part of police
training soon after the St. John’s Ambulance Association was founded in 1877, and
it shows the enthusiasm even then that it is said that on one occasion when the men

at Scotland Yard had the choice of giving up their first aid classes or their dinner

hour they chose to give up the latter.

First Aid was pretty primitive by modern standards in those early days, but,
with the advance in medical science and thanks in large measure tor the St. John’s

Ambulance Association, great progress has been made. The fine demonstration of

first aid work' which we have seen to-day is an illustration of this, and it also

shows that there has been no fedling off from the spirit of the early days. Major

Pearson, your former Chief Constable, who gave the trophies which are competed for

each year in these competitions, would be proud to see hew high the standard has

become.

It is not necessary for me to say how important first aid is* The war, if

nothing else, has brought this home to all of us, and I hope that the interest which

the war has stimulated in first aid amongst the public by and large will be maintained

when the war is over, but whether or not this happens, the police, we can be sure,

will always be up to scratch in this as in other respects.
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