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BIRTH RATE STILL RISING. FEWER DEATHS: FEWER MARRIAGES

The highest second quarter birth rate since 1926, and the lowest death rate

for the same period since 1933, ere recorded in the Registrar-General'S Return
of Births, Deaths and Marriages in England and Rales for the three months ended

30th JunE last, issued today. (H.M. Stationery Office, York House, Kingsway,
W.C.2., price 6d. post free 7d.)

Live Births totalled 180,691 giving a rate of 17.5 per 1,000 of the population,
against 16.2 in the June quarter of last year and 15.9 in the same period of 1939.
.During the five years prior to 1942, the average rate for this period was 15.7.

rise in the birth rate in the fourth year of war, not only above that of

the preceding year the pre-war level, is in contrast to its behaviour

during the last war when it fell considerably and continuously throughout. The

second quarter rate of 1918, viz., 18.2. had fallen from 18.5 in 1917 and was

only 75 per cent of the preceding peace time experience. The birthrate for the
second quarter of 1914 (24• 5•). was 7.0 higher than the rate for the corresponding
quarter of this year./

There 'were 93,117 boys born and 87,574 girls. This gave a. proportion of

1,063 boys to 1,000 girls, compared"with an average of 1,055 boys during the 10

preceding second quarters.

New Low Record for Infant Mortalit

The infant mortality rate was the lowest even .recorded in this period.
Totalling 8,028, deaths of babies under one year of age represented a rate of 46
per 1,000 live births or nine below the average of the 10 preceding second quarters.
In the previous four quarters the rates 'were 50, 42, 48 and 60.

The death rate, based on the mid-1939 population, was 11.0 per 1,000,

compared with 11.3 for the second quarter of last year, and an average of 12,0 for

the same quarters during the five years prior to 1942.

There were 67,457 more births than deaths. The corresponding natural increases

in the population in the second quarters of 1940, 194-1 and 1942 were 46,989, 7,228
and 50,685 respectively.

Fewer marriages took place. The total of 82,120 was 18,805 "below the figure
for the corresponding period lost year and 19,334- lower than the average for the

same quarter during the years 1937-41* The marriage rate of 15.9 was the lowest

for this quarter since 1937*
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