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MINESWEEPER'S ONE-SHOT "KILL"

"The American shipyard workers who built H.M. Minesweeper Byms 38 (see a. 6.1.
issue No.lo of today) will be almost as pleased as we are when they hear the news"
said Skipper Lt. H.D.T. BIRCH, R.N.R., after his minesweeper, had fired one shot and

brought downa Dornier 217 as it was coming to attack a group of four minesweepers
in the North Sea last week.

Skipper Lt. Birch, former fishing trawler skipper of Fleetwood, Lancs, was the

first to sight the aircraft.

"I spotted it five miles away", he said, "It was coming towards us flying low.

Signalman R. Portch, of Streak ham, London, immediately flashed the challenge. There'
was no reply. My guns' crews closed up. Suddenly the 'plane changed course, head-

ing straight for us. There was no mistaking his intentions. The minesweepers were

four abreast - a nice target for straddling. Mine was the outside ship.

"I waited until the 'plane got to within range, -and ordered the gun's crew to

open fire. The result rather surprised me. Only ope shot was fired, and it was

enough. The shell hit the port wing and exploded. The port engine caught fire, the

starboard engine burst into flames, and there was a fire- 'midships. The Dornier

swerved, banked steeply and crashed into the sea with a loud explosion.

"But it all happened much more quickly than it takes to describe. I remember

exclaiming, *we've hit him', and that speech seemed to cover the episode.

"We went to the spot where the 'plane crashed, but all we could see was a

patch of matchwood, an. airman's fur-lined boot and y wheel."

Skipper Birch added the comment, "This performance makes up i'or a lot. At

target practice my gun’s crew got the lowest percentage of the whole minesweeping
group*"

Seaman Gunner Thomas Roberts of Newcastle-on-Tyne, the man who fired the shot,
and now known by his shipmates as "One Round Roberts", described his part in the

action.

"I followed the Dornier in my sights for what seemed an age before the skipper,
using perfect timing and judgment, gave the order to fire. But to press the trigger
one second, and see the 'plane in flames the next was the biggest surprise of my

life. The Americans certainly can turn out a vizsard gun."

Senior Officer .of the minesweeper group, Lt.Cdr. Delmar Morgan, R.N.Y.R., of

Hertford'Heath, Herts' said - "It was the quickest and slickest action in my

experience. The shot, the crash and the explosion were almost simultaneous.

"Skipper Lt. Birch displayed perfect judgment in delaying his firing order until

the 'plane reached the exact range of the shell's fuse setting."

The minesweeper was built at Barbour's Yard, New Bern, North Caroline for the

U.S. Navy. She was transferred to the Royal Navy as part of the "Lease Lend" arrange-

ment, end Skipper Lt. Birch and his first Lieutenant, Skipper W. Wood, R.N.R., ex-

trawler skipper of Aberdeen, went to American to commission her and bring her back

under the White Ensign.

"This action was the practical angle of Mr. Churchill’s famous phrase "Give us

the tools and we'll finish the Job", commented Skipper Lt,Birch*

Another peacetime trawler skipper serving in the minesweeper is Skipper F.W.

Beavers, R.N.R., South Shields,
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