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Following is an

extract from a speech by Mr* Dingle Foot, M,P. p®
Parliementary Secretary to the Ministry of

Economic Warfare, at Dundee, to-day, Friday,
1st october*

In Russia and in Italy the German armies have sustained a scries

of defeats’which would have seemed almost incredible two years or even

one year ago. But if we could read the minds of the German Government

it would net be surprising to find them almost as much concerned with

the condition of the home front as with their military reverses.

Their problem is how to meet the enormous requirements of their forces

now spread eagled around Europe while at the same time providing the

essential minimum requirements for their civilian population upon whom

the forces ultimately depend. Even before the bomver offensive reached

its present intensity the production of consumer g oods had been cut
to the bone, with the result that air raid victims found themselves

in many oases quite unable-to make good their losses, The German

civilian has net much to look forward to during the coming winter,
His clothing card was entirely suspended from 1st August until 30th
September, and even if he can new use it again it remains to bo seen

how much he can get with it. Throughout the summer he has been warned
that his coal ration for the coming winter is to be reduced, and it
has even been suggested that the reduction may be as much as twenty
per cent compared with last winter, and that was substantially less than
the winter before.

It is clear that for months ’past there has "been an acute internal

struggle between those responsible for meeting the needs of the forces

• and those who look after the civilian population, k short time ago
there was a most significant re-shuffle in the German Government,

Speer was appointed supreme controller of the whole of German industrial,

production, to the apparent exclusion of Puri:, who had acted as

Protector of the Home Front. This almost certainly means that the

German Government has decided to maintain its war production at what-

ever cost to the civilian population. There was an interesting passage
on 9th September in the ’’Deutsche Allgemeino Zeitung" which staked
that ’’The Wermacht has to be supplied with ail types of articles which

must be classified as consumer goods, such as blankets, handkerchiefs,
tobacco, watches, etc," The newspaper goes on to say that ''In future
the civilian population will have to see what it can procure for

itself,"
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