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ARGENTINE REVOLUTION HAS POPULAR SUPPORT -

Mr. ELMER DAVIS DISCUSSES WEEK'S NEWS

Washington, D.C. The man who heads the Argentine revolution "who was

Minister of War only the day before yesterday, decided that Castillo had bet

on the wrong horse." This opinion was expressed by Mr. Elmer Davis, Director

of the. U.S. Office of War Information in his regular weekly broadcast early
today.

He said that ’’the chief importance of the quick and almost bloodless

revolution” was that ’’even the conservative and military classes in Argentine
realise that the Axis is going to lose the war,”

Mr. Davis in his round-up of the week’s news discussed the war in the

Pacific, the Battle of the Atlantic, the Giraud de Gaulle agreement, the United

Nations Food Conference, and the U. S. coal strike.

Excerpts from the broadcast follow:

PACIFIC

Just exactly a year ago there was a battle off Midway, in which the Japs
were not outnumbered, in which they had a great advantage of numbers
We fought the battle of Midway on a shoestring, and it was a proof of the quality
of our naval and military command that they managed to get together about every-
thing they had at the right place and the right time. Till then, we had been

wondering where the enemy would hit us, but at Midway the Japanese navy lost the

initiative and has never yet got it back.

The Japanese occupation of Attu and Kiska was part of the price we paid for
the victory at Midway* They sent a relatively small force to the Aleutians,
hoping that our commanders would divert our forces from the real objective of the

attack, Midway and Hawaii. Our leaders knew better, knew that these small
islands ..... could be recovered in due time* whereas if we had lost at Midway
we might by now be defending our own west coast instead of fighting in New Guinea
and the Solomons.

Yet there are people in this country who have been shouting for a year past
that the Aleutians - simply because they happen to be American soil, though very
few Americans had ever seen them before the war - that the Aleutians were the
most important spot in the Pacific and must be recovered at once no matter ehat

we did net do elsewhere. That - kind of thinking would lose any war. Fortunately,
our chiefs of staff have proved that they know their trade.

U-BOAT WAR

Sinkings of merchant shipping by submarines in May were lower than in any-
other month since Pearl Harbour; sinkings of submarines by Allied warships were

the highest in any month yet. London reports say eighteen or twenty were sunk,
and there may have been more; while German capacity to build submarines has been
reduced by the air raids on Kiel and other shipbuilding centres.

This month, we may have sunk more than they built, but they have plenty
that were built already - fan more than they had in 1918, There is evidence
that the quality of submarine crews is getting worse - both in their skill and
in their spirit, but it will be kept worse only by a continuance, and intensifi

cation, of the enormous effort that is now being made to protect United Nations
shipping and hung down the U-boats.

ARGENTINA

The chief importance of the quick and almost bloodless revolution that took
place in Buenos Aires today is this it means that even the conservative and
military classes in Argentine realise that the Axis is going to lose the war*
Alone of the American republics, Argentina has remained neutral and maintained
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regular diplomatic relations with the Axis, -which means that Buenos Aires became a

centre for German, Italian and. Japanese agents expelled from all the rest of the

western hemisphere.

This policy was mianly the work of President Castillo, but till lately he has

had the support of the conservatives, and of most military men. Most of the people
didn't like it, but Castillo's severe repressive measures pretty well succeeded in

keeping popular discontent down. The upset cone when his own supporters, headed by
a man who was Minister of War only the day before yesterday, decided that Castillo
had bet on the wrong horse.

Argentina was losing ground rapidly, not only in the esteem of most of the
world but in economic and political standing in South America, where Brazil -

enthusiastically on our side in the war - is assuming the leadership of the

continent. The first proclamation of the new government declared that it would

comply with international pacts and promises, which appears to mean that it will

eventually break relations with the Axis, as all Latin-American countries agreed to
do at the Rio de Janeiro Conference more than a year ago, and as all of them but

Argentina did.

Meanwhile the demonstration in Buenos Aires indicates that if the new govern-
ment follows the Pan-American policy it will have overwhelming popular support.
The people seen to regard this an an anti-Fascist revolution.

GIRAUD - DE GAULLE

De Gaulle and Giraud have got together at last The agreements just
concluded at Algiers are a victory over the whole reactionary movement that Vichy
embodied, a guarantee that Frenchmen will restore the liberties of France.

So far as can be judged from the information now at hand, the credit for this
reunion belongs chiefly to two men - General Catroux, who all along has had the

confidence of both Giraud and De Gaulle, and Jean Monnet, who was mainly responsible
for the liberalisation of the Giraud regime in North Africa, and its transformation

from a military and bureaucratic committee to a group of trustees for the republic..#

Giraud is now getting rid of some men whom De Gaulle had bitterly opposed -

Nogues, Peyrouton, and so on. If the new government is to work, De Gaulle could

usefully get rid of a few men too - those small-time connivers around him who not

only tried some skulduggery in connection with Peyrouton's resignation, but kept
hinting that if De Gaulle did not get supreme power he would take it. De Gaulle

owes no gratitude to men who tried to make him look like Mussolini.

U.S. HOME APPLIES

There entered two events in this country this week that gave promise of a

somewhat higher degree of co-operation in the world after the war than we had

before it. One was the action of congress in extending for two yeans the reciprocal
trade agreements programme

POOL CONFERENCE

And the other event was the successful conclusion of the Food Conference at

Hot Springs - the first United Nations Conference, in which forty-five Governments

participated, with a degree of harmony and good feeling that surpassed all

expectations. It is true that it made only a beginning in the study of world food

problems; nobody ever expected that it could do more, in two weeks. But it pro-

posed the establishment of a permanent international organisation to continue the

study - not a super-government, as some excited patriots pretended to fear, but a

centre of information and advice; advice to all governments, which they could take

or not, as to how their people could eat better. That seems a harmless purpose.

And the conference announced its belief that if you want people to be better

fed and more prosperous, you have to establish some kind of international security,
first.

U.S. COAL STRIKE

Well, the coal strike is off. Yesterday the President reminded the miners

that they are working for the Government now, and told them to go back to work on

Monday* Today John L. Lewis seconded the motion, saying that he desired to

co-operate with the Government. He has not co-operated much in the past month,
but today Congress passed a Bill under which, if he didn't co-operate next week, he

would go to jail, but maybe that was only a coincidence. This measure is known,
/so far,



so far, as the Smith-Connally Bill, from its sponsors in the House and the Senate;
but it is a safe bet that it will go down in history as the Lewis Anti-Strike act,
for it would never have passed Congress but for Mr. Lewis's behaviour in the past
month.

As the House passed it today, it was much more drastic than the version
adopted by the Senate - too drastic, in the opinion of several war agencies, which

some days ago declared that such provisions as the House today adopted might create

labour unrest and hamper production. Now it will go to a conference of committees

of the two Houses and it nay be somewhat modified before it becomes law.

But as the House passed it, besides imposing delays on strikes in plants
engaged on war contracts - whether operated by the Government or by private enter-

prise - besides giving the War Labour Board authority to forbid strikes, and punish
ing union officials who call then - besides all that, it imposes strict Government

supervisions of the management and finances of all Unions.

This is what all union labour in America owes to the leadership of the United

Mine Workers.

Certainly that was not what the miners had in mind when they followed their

leadership. To the average miner this was a wage dispute; he wanted more money to

meet the rising cost of living. But as it was handled, by the President of the

United Mine Workers it was not a wage dispute at all; it was a question whether one

man could ignore the Government, Every other union in the country had accepted the

jurisdiction of the War Labour Board over industrial disputes that could not be

settled by negotiation.

John L. Lewis himself had applauded the establishment of the Board a year ago

last winter. But when this dispute came up he denied the authority of the Govern-

mental organ that every one else accepted, and insisted on getting his settlement

by some other and irregular means.

He wanted a black-market wage settlement, but he found out that the Govern-

ment is not conducting black markets. It has now been established - it had to be

established - that there is not one law for everybody else, and another one for

the President of the United Mine Workers. That had to be established, but it is

to be hoped that the .American Labour movement, of which the overwhelming majority
has whole-heartedly co-operated in the war effort, will not have to suffer because

of the bungling of one man.

U.S.0.W.I,
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