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GREEK CLERGY OFFER THEMSELVES FOR THEIR PEOPLE

In a review of the position of the Orthodox Church in Greece, the Swiss

paper Semeur Vaudois tells of a sacrificial offer by the Greek Orthodox clergy
for the sake of their people. The paper speaks of the execution of hostages
who pay for the acts of sabotage, the activities of guerillas, the assassinations,

the innumerable deeds which spring from the nature of things under the

occupation.

"Some months ago the German authorities received the Metropolitan of Athens

in private audience. He went straight to the point: -

"I protest,’he said in substance, 'against this violation of the rights
of the person. You believe that the massacre of innocent people is indispensable
for the maintenance of order, . Allow me to inform you of those who could

eventually die if need be, and those who ought not to die. You kill fathers;
after their death their families are broken without support, without bread.

You kill sons; after their death their families lose a moral and material

support, a pillar very often unique and irreplaceable. You proceed to take

intellectuals, men of great value, as hostages, I have with me a list of

persons whom you could shoot, without society suffering immeasurably by it,
without their loss occasioning the ruin of the home,’

"•Show us this list. 1

The Metropolitan offered several sheets of paper to the German chief.

At the head of
"

the list was his own name. There followed the names of all

the Greek clergy.

"The German authorities were opposed to this offer, asserting that such

an attitude on their parts would, on the one hand, deepen still more the

chasm between the Greek people and the occupiers, and, on the other hand,
would suggest to the rest of the world that Germany was persecuting the

Greek Church,"
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