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U.S. CAMPAIGN TO CHECK V.D. PROGRESSING SAYS U.S. SURGEON GENERAL

Trenton, New jersey,

Friday.

Dr, Thomas G* Parran,
,„. . , , -

_ ~ „ ,

/Surgeon General of the U.S. Public Health Service, to-day told the Federal-

State Conference on Social protection that America’s goal was "to destroy a great

ally of the Axis - the venereal disease."

"More than a year ago, president Roosevelt called for more active local

community organisation, increased state and local leadership in public health and

law enforcement in order to attain ’total physical and moral fitness in this war for

survival, fitness for freedom we cherish’”, Dr. Parran recalled.

“in accordance with the president's suggestion Governor Edison of New jersey
had convened this state-wide conference to secure the participation of all public
officials, and of citizens generally, in this campaign to educate public opinion,
to stamp out commercialised prostitution, to provide humane medical care and rehabili-

tation for prostitutes, and to furnish wholesome recreation for the armed forces

and war workers", Dr. Parran said.

Excerpts from Dr, Parran' s speech follow:

Unnecessary disease slows up war production, takes men from the fighting fronts

and aids the enemy. In times of peace we would seek health for health's sake. Now

we must attain it for the nation's safety. The venereal diseases are preventable,
yet they are our No. 1 wartime health problem. War has always been the vanguard of

venereal epidemics. These infections exceed the number of wounds in battle.

Moreover, some 300,000 young men have- been rejected for the armed forces on account

of syphilis and gonorrhea.

We have the scientific knowledge to rid ourselves of those plagues, yet do not.

They persist only because we lack the determination and the vail to control/them
was only a few years ago that the nation finally began to realise that syphilis and

gonorrhea are prime wasters of manpower, that they do enormous human damage, cost

enormous sums. It is fortunate that we began to deal with this problem aggressively
prior to the onset of the war.

The basic strategy of the campaign is simple• break the long chain of infec-
tions from one person to another, a chain that extended across centuries of human

suffering; find early cases and treat them; reduce the number of infectious contact

Simple in concept, the execution of this strategy is complicated. it has required
the securance of federal, state and local money; the training of an army of skilled

health workers; the passage and enforcement of laws; the mobilisation of community
support; the repression of prostitution; the establishment and up-grading of

laboratories; the organisation of treatment centres and hospitals, and co-ordinated
research to develop improved control methods.

In the country as a whole there has been a tremendous increase in activity on

all of the above sectors. This has been done by a partnership between the federal
and state governments. since the National venereal Disease control programme was

started in 1938 nearly 2,000,000 patients have been treated in public clinics,
another million have been treated by private physicians. Laboratory tests for

syphilis, precise and standardised, will be made this year on 25,000,000 people.
State laws require blood tests before marriage and during pregnancy in three-fourths
of the States*

While commercialised prostitution has "been stamped out in several hundred

communities, with a definite reduction in civil and military infection rates, many
others continue to be indifferent to this health menace. The examination of many
millions of men under selective service has uncovered several hundred thousand

unrecognised infections which, like incendiaries, have been smoulderin'; away in the

population. Two-thirds of these cases have' been brought under treatment, together
with an equal number of contacts^
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In Washington there is no disagreement among the civil and military agencies
dealing with this problem# All are working shoulder to shoulder, In particular,
there is no consideration of commercialised prostitution; there is *0 compromise
with the vice rings on which it flourishes*

■The venereal disease infection rate among the armed forces in this country is
less than one-half of that during the first Yet it is still a major
cause of disability. With a nation-wide campaign/way to control venereal’ disease
in the civil, population and with much improved scientific knowledge to detect and

cure these diseases our present rates, civil and military, are not low#

We have more precise methods of diagnosis, Aiquick and certain cure now is

assured for from 80 to 90 percent of patients with gonorrhea# New intensive
treatments for syphilis give groat promise of equalling within a few days to weeks

the results formerly possible only after a year of treatment# These methods are being
tried out by the public health service in a group of rapid treatment centres or

hospitals# In these the most modem and considerate treatment is given to many who

formerly were crowded into filthy jails.

A major problem confronts us; can this nation reverse the venereal disease

history of all prior wars? There are ominous signs that efforts up to now are not

sufficient to hold the line. An increased number of fresh infections are reported
from many crowded war areas, from towns around military concentrations and among the

young age groups generally.

More factors contribute to this trend: war brings mass movements of population;
young people are tom away from accustomed influences of home and church and friends;
emotional strains develop; the psychology of youth tends to be •warped; new values
attach to life and death and living* Those are extraordinary times calling for

extraordinary efforts, if we are to counter-balance their effects upon social and health

conditions, Yet I believe we in the United States can hold the venereal disease in

check during this war and thereby make public health history. Our nation is

accomplishing other and greater wartime miracles, be can do this job too., if people
have the will to do it.

Judging by the syphilis rates among the first million selectees, Near Jersey at

the beginning of the war occupied a. favourable position, somewhat bettor in fact than

the neighbouring states of Nov York and Pennsylvania, but this should give no cause

for complacency now. Federal aid for venereal disease control in this state has

increased during the past three years, but I regret to note that state and local

funds for this purpose seam to have been decreased during the same period. It is

discouraging but not surprising, therefore, that New Jersey does not report an

increase in any of the elements of its control programme except for a great number

of cases of gonorrhea being treated and a substantial increase in the number of

blood serological tests*

.More than a year ago, President Roosevelt called for more active local community
organisation, increased state and local leadership in public health and law enforemont

in order to attain "total physical and moral fitness in this war for survival, fitness

for freedom we cherish".

This state-wide conference called by Governor Edison is designed to secure the

participation of all public officials, and of citizens generally, in this campaign*
Public understanding of the issues is a first requirement# Commercialised
prostitution must be stamped out. Humane medical care and rehabilitation must be

provided for the -prostitutes# Wholesome recreation must be provided for those in

uniform and war workers as well# Public health measures must be intensified to

find early cases, track down infections and give good treatment#

Our goal is to destroy a. great ally of the Axis - the venereal disease. This

is a first step, attainable in our time. Beyond that we must strive to inspire in

our young people a zeal that integrity of mind and "body is needed to defend our

freedom and to build the future peace#
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