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Preface

Divisive debates over wha “qualifies” as a U.S. political prisoner, and what means
should be used for liberation, have been raging for decades; obviously, they will not
be resolved here. Still, deeply held views influenced my shaping of this project and
the editing of many of the essays presented here. First, I find thar definitions com-
monly used to discuss U.S. “political prisoners” tend to be overly inclusive and sim-
plistic. Therefore, 1 reject the following as inherencly limited designations for
“political prisoner™: any incarcerated individual wha self-defines as such; anyone
the state labels as a “criminal” or “terrorist”; and anyone the state politically dis-
criminates against through differential enforcement of laws, racially and economi-
cally driven sentencing regimes, and prison trearment. Of course, the above
categories apply to many of the writers in this volume. Yet that in itself is nor what
qualifies them as progressive “palitical prisoners”—for the question of political
agency for a greater democracy remains to be addressed.

The refusal to politically romanticize criminals reflects narrow self-interest and
broader communal goals. Regarding self-interest, the criminal for profit or enter-
tainment (your neighbor, nephew, stockbroker, or statesman }—with less fervor
than the white supremacists who engineered the 1995 Ollahoma City bombing
or the religious extremists who executed the 1993 and 2001 World Trade Center
bombings—furthers the demise of me and my kin. Black women demanding politi-
cal, economic, intellectual, and sexual freedoms are considered legitimate “targets”
by various insurrectionists of varied ideologies. Personal interests are compatible
with political goals: Any group or individual seeking domination—whether racial,
religious, and sexual or economic, political, and international—is the enemy of a
liberated society.

Unlike progressive radicals and revolutionaries (politically, “radical” is not syn-
onymous with “extremist”), reactionaries are restorers—rcather than transform the
current order, they seek to reimpose or reinvigorate old orders of supremacy. Reac-
tionary political prisoners or prisoners of war (apprehended by the state, they can
also be classified as “unlawful combatants” and so denied the protection of interna-
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xii Preface

tional or national norms) are not the subject of this velume. In fact, the volume's
conteibutors are designated nat only “enemies of the state” but also enemies of che
reactionaries at war with the state.

As progressive political prisoners or prisoners of war, revolutionary “enemies of
the state” differ from reactionary “enemies of the state.” The former expand, while
the latter oppose, democratic freedoms. (Centralizing power with corporate and
military elites and violating human rights, the state has also proven itself an adver-
sary to democracy.) Progressive “combatants” who resisted state repression in self-
defensive or offensive acts that inadvertently caused the loss of life cannot be easily
dismissed as “terrorists” by confining them—conceptually or physically—~with
racial, ideological, or religious supremacists.

One need not argue that the “enemy of my enemy is my friend.” It is reasonable
to refuse friendship to a “protective” imperialist state expanding police and war
powers, a fearful society with slight regard for civilian losses or “collateral damage”
that are not “white" or “American.” Likewise, it is more than reasonable to con-
demn an insurrectionary terrorist (alter ego to a state terrorist?) who targets civil-
ians in asymmerrical warfare.

The following writings by progressive political prisoners as intellectuals function
as documentary history/political manifesto/theorerical treatises. This work chroni-
cles the rurbulent liberation struggles in the United Stares beginning and ending
with spiritual prophets: respectively, Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., and Lakota
warrior and artist Leonard Peltier. The discussion (debate} of what constitutes a
U.S. political prisoner is best understood within a larger historical context of repres-
sion and resistance. That context, unfortunately, cannot be adequately developed
within the confines of this boak. However, we can note four key aspects about the
historical trajectory of rebellion from oppressed peoples within the United States.

Firse, throughout American history, “criminals” are racially invented in the pub-
lic mind; thus, entire communities or peoples are “criminalized,”? Criminality is
considered to be nonconformity; nonconformity is often determined not merely by
behavior but also by biology or appearance. Bodies that fail to conform to “white-
ness” are treated differently under state or palice gaze. Grearer obedience is
demanded from—and greater violence is used against—those whose physical differ-
ence marks them as offensive or threatening. Racially driven policing and sentenc-
ing for both social crime and political rebellion mean that African Americans don't
do “white time.” Compared to their European American counterparts, they dispro-
portionately serve longer sentences under more severe conditions.

Second, the tradition of armed slave insurrections and maroon societies of indige-
nous and African fugitives in the Americas established a historical consciousness

that would, a century later, infuse the women and men in the Black Panther Party,
the Black Liberation Army, and the white anti-imperialist movements.? Likewise,
the military resistance of indigenous peoples and leaders such as Chief Joseph, Sit-
ting Bull, and Geronimo imprinted the American Indian Movement.

Third, a5 did the nineteenth-century slave and indigenous rebellions, twentieth-
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century anticolonial struggles tempered both pacifists and armed combatanrs.
During the post-World War Il era, traditional imperialism unraveled as the
oppressed in Africa, Asia, and Latin Armerica waged insutrections in national liber-
ation movements that reverberated into the United States. Consequently, India's
Mohandas Gandhi influenced Martin Luther King, Jr., while the Congo's freedom
fighter and president Patrice Lumumba influenced Malcolm X. U.S. domestic
rebellions were international in scope and effect as well. The U.S. government
understood this as it developed its response through infamous and assassination-
prone “intelligence programs” such as the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s
COINTELPRO and the Central Intelligence Agency; both police institutions were
used to destabilize domestic dissent.

Fourth, some readers might tend to overemphasize the discussions of armed strug-
gle that appear prominently in the first half of this anthology. However, a careful
reading of contemporary U.S. history reveals that radical organizations garnered
wide support based on their ability to address the marerial needs and aspirations, as
well as ideals, of their communities. For example, reservation, barrio, or urban
youths were (and are) disaffected by and overwhelmed with frustration at dead-end
jobs, poverty, inferior and disciplinary schooling, and police violence. It is logical
then that the Black Pancher Party, Brown Berets, Young Lords, Young Patriots, and
American Indian Movement would have mass appeal among the young. While the
majority media focused on the armed aspect of such groups, it was their free break-
fast programs, free medical clinics, freedom schools, and social services that elicited
wide support. They offered an alternative to the state; and by their massive appeal
in oppressed communities, they presented the government with the real threat of
popular insurrection guided by revolutionaries. Hence, the governmental fear which
produced COINTELPROs illegal, outrageous, and murderous acts also became a
“rational choice” for mainraining dominance. Likewise when New York governor
Nelson Rockefeller used the National Guard to brutally suppress the 1971 Attica
prison rebellion, it was not just the physical assault (with makeshift knives and
clubs) on state and police authority that was repelled, but the political agency of
prisoners collectively organizing to demand safe and sanitary living conditions,
decent food, and reasonable rather than “slave” wages for their labor. (The Attica
Manifesto as well as other writings can be found on the Imprisoned Intellectuals web-
site: www.rowmanlittlefield.com.)

When not waged as merely episodic raging against injustice, civil disobedience
and rebellion inevitably raise the question, “What is revolutionary?” Of course, that
question cannot be adequately addressed within the limited context of this collec-
tion (or likely any other). However, a few observations can be made. Revolutionar-
tes are distinct from radicals and insurrectionists even when they share the same
p.rogressive desires to end military, racial, economic, or sexual domination. Revolu-
tton encompasses and surpasses radicalism and rebellion to pursue a greater objec-
tive: freedoms safeguarded by insticutions. Racher than merely revolr against
repressive hierarchies or disobey unjust laws and customs, revolutionary politics
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seeks to build new structures and norms. Hence, revolutionaries are more feared
than radicals or even insurrectionists {who tend to have little allegiance to the
state} by governing structures and elites.

It is worth noting that neither crime nor viclence is inherently revolutionary.
{Capitalism in the Americas is predicated on the theft of land and labor and the
mass murder of indigenous and African peoples.) Yet caged in penal sices because
of criminal or violent acts, prisoners can be transformed into revolutionaries. Just
as in civil society, state criminality and violence can transform law-abiding citizens
into revolutionaries,

Not all rebels favor insurrection or revolution. Demands for a total transforma-
tion of the state are rarely sustained even among progressives, although such
demands flare periodically with public outrage at government excess. What histo-
rian Vincent Harding notes of nineteenth-century slave-rurned-abolitionist Freder-
ick Douglass applies to twenty-first-century radicals and prison abolitionists:

He could nor—or would not—sharpen and maintain those occasional radical insights
which art times had led him to see the involvement of the American people, the Ameri-
can inseitutions, and the American government in the steel-like web of racism, exploi-
tative economics, and fear which formed the basic undergirding of slavery. For it was
not the call to armed insurrection which was the hallmark of antebellum black radical-
ism, but a careful capacity to see the entire American government, and the institutions
and population which it represented, as the basic foe of any serious black struggle,
whatever its form might take. It was America, not simply slaveholders, which needed
te be transformed, and above all the government and its institutions.s

This volume is based on the conviction—disturbing to many—that the United
Stares and its governing institutions, not just its penal sites rife with human rights
abuses, need to be transformed. Mere, activists incarcerated for deeds criminalized
by the United States appeal to the U.S. consticution, international law, morality,
and religious faith to cransform life on both sides of the razor wire. Insights into
insurrection, rebellion, and liberation require that we engage with their works, both
their contributions and contradictions. Refusing to position imprisoned intellectu-
als as icons, this collection presents them as gateways to avenues that bypass a pan-
theon in a difficult journey toward liberation movements.

NOTES

1. See the pamphlet by European American, anti-imperialist political prisoners Marilyn
Buck, David Gilbert, and Laura Whitehorn, Enemies of the State {Brooklyn: Resistance in
Brooklyn, 1999, 2d printing), editor's papers.

2. For analyses of how people are criminalized based on race, see Jerome G. Miller, Search
and Destroy: African American Males in the Criminal Justice System (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1996); Luana Ross, Inventing the Savage: The Social Construction of Narive
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American Criminality (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1998); and Beth Richie, Compelled
to Crime {New York: Routledge, 1995).

3. For scholarly works on the history of armed struggle against enslavement, see Vincent
Harding, There Is a River: The Black Struggle for Freedom in America (New York: Vintage
Books, 1983); Thomas Higginson, Black Rebellion: A Selecton from Travellers and Outlows
(New York: Arno Press, 1969, rprt.; New York: Lee and Shepard Publishers, 1889); Herbert
Aptheker, American Negro Slave Revolts (New York: Columbia University Press, 1944, 2d
printing). For warks on resistance to the criminalization of African Americans or “black-
ness,” see Ida B, Wells, Southern Horrors and Other Wiitings (Boston: Bedford, 1997); Herbert
Shapire, White Violencz and Black Response: From Reconstruction to Montgomery (Amherst:
University of Massachusetts Press, 1988). For an analysis exploring both nonviolence and
armed strupgle see Bill Sutherland and Matt Meyer, Guns and Gandhi in Africa: Pan African
Insights on Nonviolence, Armed Seruggle and Liberation in Africa (Trenton, N.J: Africa World
Press, 2000).

4, See Athan Theoharis, The FBI: An Annotated Bibliography and Research Guide (New
York: Garland Publishing, 1994); and John Stockwell, In Search of Enemies: A CIA Story
{(New Yorl: W. W. Norton, 1978). .

5. Harding, There Is a River, 200.
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Prologue

A New Declaration
of Independence

Emma Goldman
July 1909

When, in the course of human development, existing institutions prove inadequate
to the needs of man, when they serve merely to enslave, rob, and oppress mankind,
the people have the eternal right to rebel against, and overthrow, these institutions.

The mere fact that these forces—inimical to life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness—are legalized by statute laws, sanctified by divine rights, and enforced by
political power in no way justifies their continued existence.

We hold these truths to be seif-evident: that all human beings, irrespective of
race, color, or sex, are born with the equal right to share at the table of life; that to
secure this right, there must be established among men economic, social, and politi-
cal freedom; we hold further thar government exists but to maintain special privi-
lege and property rights; chat it coerces man into submission and therefore robs him
of dignity, self-respect, and life.

The history of the American kings of capital and authority is the history of
repeated crimes, injustice, oppression, outrage, and abuse, all aiming at the suppres-
sion of individual liberties and the exploitation of the people. A vast country, rich
enough to supply all her children with all possible comforts, and insure well-being
to all, is in the hands of a few, while the nameless millions are at the mercy of
ruthless wealth gatherers, unscrupulous lawmakers, and corrupt politicians. Sturdy
sons of America are forced to tramp the country in a fruitless search for bread, and
many of her daughters are driven into the street, while thousands of tender children
are daily sacrificed on the altar of Mammon. The reign of these kings is holding
mankind in slavery, perpetuating poverty and disease, maintaining crime and cor-
tuptiony; it is fectering the spirit of liberty, throttling the voice of justice, and degrad-
ing and oppressing humanity. It is engaged in continual war and slaughter,

1



2 Emma Goldman

devastating the country and destroying the best and finest qualities of man; it nur-
fures superstition and ignorance, sows prejudice and strife, and tumns the human
family into a camp of Ishmaelites.

We, therefore, the liberty-loving men and womnen, realizing the great injustice
and brutality of this state of affairs, carnestly and boldly do hereby declare that each
and every individual is and ought to be free to own himself and to enjoy the full
fruit of his labor; that man is absolved from all allegiance to the kings of authority
and capital; that he has, by the very fact of his being, free access to the land and all
means of production, and entire liberty of disposing of the fruits of his efforts; that
each and every individual has the unquestionable and unabridgeable right of free
and voluntary association with other equally sovereign individuals for economic,
political, social, and all other purposes, and that to achieve this end man must
emancipate himself from the sacredness of property, the respect for man-made law,
the fear of the Church, the cowardice of public opinion, the stupid arrogance of
national, racial, religious, and sex superiority, and from the narrow puritanical con-
ception of human life. And for the support of this declaration, and with a firm reli-
ance on the harmonious blending of man's social and individual tendencies, the
lovers of liberty joyfully consecrate their uncompromising devotion, their energy
and intelligence, their solidarity and their lives.
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NOTE

Originally published in Mother Earth 4, no. 5 (July 1909).

Born on June 27, 1869, in Kovno Province, Russia, into a Jewish family that suffered
under the ansi-Semitic laws of thar era, Emma Goldman immigrated to the United States
with her sister Helena in 1886. There she adopted anarchist and radical feminist analyses,
eventually becoming a powerful organizer, and leading the 1889 Cloak Maker Strike and the
1891 New York May Day demonstration. For “inciting a riot” that never materialized, Gold-
man served one year ar Blackwell’s Island Penitentiary in New York City. Soon after her
release in 1894, Goldman voluntarily left the country. Upon returning to the Unired States,
she embarked on an extensive national lecture tour berween 1896 and 1899, Arrested fre-
quently, she gained sympathizers at each engagement. Toward the end of her life, Goldman
joined the Spanish struggle against fascism and Generalissimo Francisco Franco in 1936;
while lecruring in support of the Spanish freedom movement, she suffered a stroke and died
in Canada in 1940,

Introduction

Joy James

Under a povernment which imprisons any unjustly, the true place for a just man
is also a prison.

—Heniry David Thoreau

It is the action, not the fruit of the action, that's important. You have to do the
right thing. It may not be in your time that there will be any fruit, but that doesn’t
mean you stop doing the right thing. You may never know what results come from
your action. But if you do nothing, there will be no result.

—Mahatma Mohandas Gandhi

AMERICAN “PRISON NOTEBOOKS”

Antonio Gramsci, while imprisoned in Mussolini's ltaly for his political beliefs and
socialist activism, wrote in his Prison Notebooks that, “Every social group .- . creates
together with itself, organically, one or more strata of intellectuals which give it
homogeneity and an awareness of its own function not only in the economic but
also in the social and political fields.” For Gramsci, because everyone thinks criti-
cally and philosophically, everyone is an intellectual; but not everyone officially
functions as such in society.!

In a stratified culture, one may superficially assume that only professional intel-
lectuals, recognized writers and pundirs in the public realm, academics, and polic.:y,-,
makers constitute an intellectual formation. However, every group has an “organic
inrellectual caste, one that functions as a vehicle to articulate, shape, and further
the aspirations of its constituency. -

Hence, the “public intellectual” encompasses the oft-forgotten “prison mte}lec—
tual.” That is, the imprisoned intellectual is a public intellectual who, like his or
her highly visible and celebrated counterparts, reflects upon social meaning, dis-
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cord, development, ethics, and justice. Prisons function as intellectual and political
sites unauthorized by the state. Yet, when and where the imprisoned intellectual
gives voice to the incarcerated or captive, those denied sacial justice and full demo-
cratic power on both sides of the concertina wire, then and there our stories of war
and love shaping visions of freedom and fulfillment take on a new life—aften a
quite disturbing one.

In editing this volume of writings by imprisoned intellectuals, political prisoners
in the contemporary United States, [ gradually realized the impossibilities of fltet-
ing language in harrying and prophetic narratives. One cannot bring some defini-
tive “academic” meaning to this collection, a gathering of words in resistance,
words written by revolutionaries captured and detained—for days or years, decades
or life—by the leviathan against which they rebelled. This is the leviathan to
which most readers of this volume pledge their allegiance in some fashion or
another—tithing to domestic and foreign policies that increase military and police
powers, and concentrations of wealth and poverty. The rebels went to prisoty; and,
passing through or surviving incarceration, they wrote as outlaw intellectuals with
unique and controversial insights into idealism, warfare, and social justice.

When writing is a painful endeavor, marked by political struggle and despair as
well as determination and courage, it is potentially transformative. Reading may
also share (in an attenuated fashion) the impetus and ethos of the writing. Yet it
will not necessarily compel the reader to moral and political acts. Author and aca-
demic Barbara Harlow cautions, “Reading prison writing must . . . demand a corre-
spondingly activist counterapproach to that of passivity, aesthetic gratification, and
the pleasures of consumption that are traditionally sanctioned by the academic dis-
ciplining of literature.” An “activist counterapproach” to the consumptive indif-
ference is infrequent, but it does occur. If the circulation of rarely referenced or
vilified “resistance literature” reflects the growing public interest in incarceration
sites, intellectual and political dissent for social justice, and the possibilities of dem-
ocratic transtormations, then collections such as this should spark new debates
about “reading” and activism and political theory.

Reading and editing, from the bipolar lens of academic and radical intellectual,
I'see that the purpose of this work was to foster or force an encounter between those
in the so-called free world seeking personal and collective freedoms and those in
captivity seeking liberation from econemic, military, racialfsexual systems. Like all
good and necessary encounters, this one between writers and readers is provocative
and elicits more questions than can be answered within the confines of a book—
even an anthology of critique, confrontation, and radical risk taking.

DEBATES, DISOBEDIENCE, AND DISSENT

Amid the debates about “political prisoners” in the United States, one can distin-
guish between those engaged in civil disobedience who identify as “loyal opposi-
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tion"—and by their very dissent affirm the institutions of American
democracy—and those so alienated by state violence and government betrayals of
humanitarian and democratic ideals that their dissent chronicles their disaffection,
and at times insurrection.? Such insurrection may also at times become (proto-)rev-
olutionary.

“Law abiding dissent” represents a political risk taking with broader social accep-
tance. This is largely due to its adherence to principles of nonviolent civil disobedi-
ence, widely shared moral values, and, sometimes, proximity to the very “corridors
of (institutional) power” closed to the disenfranchised; such adherence spares dis-
senters the harshest of sentences. Although not emphasized in this volume, the nar-
ratives of influential political detainees offer important insights. For example, after
being imprisoned for engaging in civil disobedience to protest U.S. military bomb-
ing practices on Vieques Island, Puerto Rico, Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. wrote:

| arrived at my difficult decision to join the invasion of Viegues only after I was con-
vinced that its people had exhausted every legal and political avenue to secure their
rights. In my 18 years as a lawyer and environmental advocate for the Natural Resources
Defense Council and the Riverkeeper movement, | had never engaged in an act of civil
disobedience. As an attorney, | have a duty to uphold the law. But [ also had a counter-
vailing duty in this case. The bombardment of Vieques is bad military policy and disas-
trous for public health and the environment. But the most toxic residue of the Navy's
history on Vieques is its impact on our democracy. The people | met there are United
States citizens, but the Navy's abusive exercise of power on the island has left them
demoralized, alienared and feeling that they are neither part of a democracy nor the
beneficiaries of the American system of justice.

Kennedy narrates that upon returning for trial, he encountered Reverend Jesse Jack-
son whao was in Puerto Rico to support his wife, Jacqueline, while she served a ten-
day jail sentence for protesting against military violations. Upon informing the civil
rights leader of Kennedy's expectant wife Mary’s insistence that her husband not
take a deal to delay his sentencing, Kennedy recalls that Jackson responded, “Suffer-
ing is often the most powerful tool against injustice and oppression. If Jesus had
plea-bargained the crucifixion, we wouldn't have the faith.”

Unlike Kennedy, Jesse Jackson is a veteran of civil rights protest and civil disobe-
dience. Leading demonstrations against domestic infractions such as “driving while
black/brown” or “voting while black/brown,” the former aide to Martin Luther
King, Jr., has for decades vocally criticized U.S. foreign policy and vocally supported
Palestinian self-determination and the abolition of apartheid states. In the 1980s,
inn solidarity with Nelson Mandela® and other South African political prisoners,
Jaclson encouraged U.S. citizens to trespass at the offices of South African povern-
ment agencies. This civil disobedience, often by middie-class Americans, usually
resulted in several hours of detention in city jails, and became seen as a “badge of
honor” or rite of (political) passage. Such short-term (symbolic?) jailings prompt
several observations. First, it is likely that it is not political incarceration per se that
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is stigmarized but incarceration based on a refusal to suffer violence withour resort-
ing to armed self-defense; the choice of the latter surely leads to one’s “disappear-
ance” from conventional society and “respectable” politics. Second, even
nonviolent conscientious objectors (COs) during World War Il—who sought to
“redeem” themselves as patriots by risking their lives as human guinea pigs in U.S.
military medical experiments—and religious pacifists in the civil rights and antiwar
movements that followed were disavowed once designared as “unpatriotic.”

Consider that despite his adherence to Christian faith and Gandhian principles
of nonviolent civil disobedience, Martin Luther King, Jr., lost cansiderable support
and organizational funding from both white and black liberals after he publicly erie-
icized imperialism (and capitalism) and the U.S. war against Vietnam.! What is
targely condemned in American political culture is not the risk taking that leads to
incarceration but the radicalism that rejects the validity of the nation-state itself
and the legitimacy of its legal and moral standing. How does one reconcile the
proximity and distance between the law-abiding loyalist and the pacifist or milita-
rist radical who appear in the same courts, often using similar legal arguments, but
with very different political intentions and consequences seem to stand a world
apart in their dissent?

Diverse worlds or parallel universes haver about this volume. Contributors dis-
agree about strategy and morality (“nonviolence or violence”) and politics (“loyal
or revolutionary”). Toward a work such as this, one intended to raise queries, eye-
brows, and passions, there appear many questions and debates—particularly for
those informed about and disaffected by the criminalization of dissidents amid state
criminality and abuse of (police and war) powers. Many debates seem to center on
the question of what constitutes shared community, one in struggle for commonly
held ideals of justice, individual freedom, collective liberation, and material well-
being in civil society marked by growing state control.

Radical philosophers have argued that street and prison gangs are forms of “civil
society” conditioned by the state and government apparatuses’ manipularion of the
drug trade, control of territory, and deployment of police repression. Philosopher
Michael Hames-Garcia raises cogent questions about the relationships between the
incarcerated and those in the “free world,” asking, “how might one situate the spe-
cifically intellectual activity of organic prison intellectuals in relation to the state?
To what kind of ‘civil society’ or ‘counterpublic’ are prison intellectuals directing
their writings and how is this audience [readership] positioned in relationship to
the state?"

State conditioning is not the only force destabilizing progressive politics. The
prison movement has grown immensely over the last decades. Yer, it still has its own
internal demons to fight concerning coalitions and efficacy. Activists as “official
representatives” can invoke the political prisoner-as-icon in order to derail external
and internal criticisms of their strategies, and wield surrogate iconic powers in an
uncritical fashion. This raises the question of whether the imprisoned—as political
“dependents” relying upon those outside to garner support—imnight engage in self-
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censorship concerning the limitations of their allies. Such “self-censorship” and
self-conditioning work both ways. The privileged academic might hesitate to criti-
cize a progressive “folk hero” sentenced to life or death in prison, although, in a
culture that widely disparages prisoners, the repercussions of academic criticisms
seem to be fairly limited. This suggests addirional queries about the nature of “par-
ity” between political prisoners and their political allies: In theory and practice, the
imprisoned intellectual can be ideclogically “frozen” in or physically “freed” by the
wark of non-incarcerated academics and activises.

Scholar Dylan Rodriguez questions whether, given the constraints, an imprisoned
intellectual can truly become a "public intellectual.” Arguing that while in prison
such writers are "disabled from meaningful participation in the interpretation and
‘translation’ of their works,” Rodriguez references “radical/revolutionary intellectu-
als whose praxis is in irreconcilable opposition to the very historical and political
logic of the ‘public’ (civil society) as it exists for the endorsement of their virtual
(and biological) death.” I both agree and disagree with this assessment. True, the
general or mainstream public constitutes a mostly hostile or indifferent readership
and respondent. Yet, there are multiple “publics” and varied “civil societies™; the
“public sphere” is shaped, to varying degrees, by whoever enter as engagees. The
intent of imprisoned intellectuals to influence “the public” in its multiple forma-
tions is a complicated proposition but a real endeavor. No monolithic “radical polit-
ical prisoner” exists. Despite shared antiracist and anti-imperialist politics, U.S.
political prisoners differ in identity, ideclogy, and strategy. Rodriguez, though,
makes an essential point about how imprisoned intellectuals are “read”: “[Tlhere is
a rather widespread, normalized disavowal of the political and theoretical substance
of the work generated by imprisoned radical intellectuals.”

This “abolitionist” assertion is further complicated if we consider how contempo-
rary racism and penal captivity likely evolved from within a historical colonial—
settler stare built upon, and enriched by, anti-Indigenous genocide and African
enslavement. Some contributors to this volume argue in their respective chapters
that there is a “normalized disavowal” of the presence of (radical or independent)
blacks or Indians in conventional “civil society.” Hence, they call for some form(s}
of independence or autonomy from what they view as an enveloping and destruc-
tive formation (what some have called an “empire”). The racially marked political
prisoner tends to be most forgotten, and to serve the longest sentences. Some of the
longest sentences and most violent punishments have been meted out to African
and Native Americans in the Black Panther Party or American Indian Movement
and their allies, and Puerto Rican independentistas. To rationalize the sentences and
punishments by pointing to the advocacy or use of armed struggle or armed self-
defense by some of the incarcerated ignores the fact that a number of those skain or
incarcerated (for decades) were innocent of charges. Their innocence is attested to,
as in the cases of Fred Hampton and Mark Clark, who were slain, and Dhoruba Bin
Wahad and Geronimo ji-Jaga (Pratt), who were finally released in the 1990, by
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the multimillion-doltar setclements paid out by the U.S. government, ostensibly for
wrongful deaths and incarcerations.

It is assumed that some readers of this valume will be critical of the “prison indus-
trial complex,” and so, to varying degrees, self-identify as “abolitionists.” The inost
militant wing of the twenty-first-century abolitionist movement will likely be that
antiracist minority who argues that the abolition of the death penalty, and of
{human rights abuses in) prisons and Immigration and Naturalization Services
(INS} detention centers, and of the widespread racial bias in sentencing, merely
addresses the symproms of a pervasive disease. Revolutionary abolitionists offer their
own readings, drawing insights from contemporary battles and historical lessons
(following the Civil War, Congress abalished slavery to sanction the convict prison
lease system and sharecropping, new forms of legal servitude to be endured and
fought by African Americans for one hundred years).

In the wake of the New York Police Department’s brutality against people of Afri-
can descent—viscerally recorded in the 1997 beating-rape of Abner Louima, and
the 1999 firing of forty-one shots at Amadou Diallo—theorist Frank Wilderson, 111,

writes:

[Lf we are to follow [Frantz] Fanon's analysis [in The Wretched of the Earth], and the
gestures toward chis understanding in some of the work of imprisoned intellectuals,
then we have to come to grips with the fact that, for Black people, civil sociery itself—
rather than its abuses or shortcomings—is a stare of emergency. . . . In “The Avanr-
Garde of White Supremacy,” [Steve] Martinot and [Jared] Sexton assert the primacy of
Fanon's Manichean zones (without the promise of higher unity) even in the face of
American integration. . . , this Manichean delirium manifests ieself by way of the US
paradigm of policing which (re)produces, repetitively, the insidefoutside, the civil soci-
ety/black world, by virtue of the difference between those badies that dan't magnetize
bullets and those bodies thar do. “Police impunity serves to distinguish between . . |
those whose human being is put permanently in question and those for whom it goes
without saying” (Martinot and Sexton, 8). . .. Whiteness then, and by extension civil

saciety - . . must be first understood as a social formation of contemporaries who do noy
magnetize bullets, !¢

Whether pacifist or militarist, responding to violence and racism in domestic or
foreign policy, these works will remain suspect and heatedly debated by many in
the public realm. Fine. Our goal here was to ensure that they not remain largely
overlooked or erased. Paradoxically, those most passionately seeking collective [ib-
eration—from racial or economic or military dominance—are those most likely to
lose their individual freedoms. The captive/free dichotomy is a paradox rich in
irony: imprisoned intellectuals, the most intensely monitored and repressed by the
state’s police apparatus, might in fact be those most free of state conditioning. Exist-
ing not merely as the output of “vietims” of state responses to radical opposition,
the analyses of imprisoned intellectuals both deconstruct dominant ideologies and
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reconstruct new strategies for humanity. Their writings proffer reactive and proac-
tive readings of struggle and freedom. o '

So the questions and answers continue. “How do you make che‘ dlsap:peared (thﬁ
captive rebel, the impoverished, the racialized, the addicted, the ‘queer’) reappea??
“When is a democracy not a democracy?” “Have slavery, surrogate forms of ::,apfw—
ity, and social death" been reinstated chrough the Thirteenth Amej'ndment? 24Ty
what degree does self-critique in liberation movements prevent radlca!‘ responses to
state and racial violence from becoming self-inflicted wounds?’ This collection
raises and addresses queries and explores the implications of responses.

TRACING A HISTORICAL TRAJECTORY

The United States has a long and terrible history of confinement and disappearance
of those it racially and politically targets. Include those captives in slavery and on
reservations, and it becomes a longer narrative of torture and resistance. W, E. B.
Du Bois notes in Black Reconstruction in America how over 200,000 African Ameri-
cans served in combat during the Civil War.? Their ancestral line included Den-
mark Vesey, Nat Turner, and Harriet Tubman and their pelitical lineage, John
Brown. With the rise of lynching after the aborted Reconstruction era, investigative
journalist Ida B. Wells, armed with a pistol, vigorously organized against racial terror
in which as many as ten thousand whites attended “parties” that roasted and dis-
membered black victims. There has always been resistance. The colonized, subal-
tern, and subjugated have continuously fought genocide and social death, and in
battle called upon progenitors for guidance, and, in failure, for forgiveness. Con- _
temporary incarcerated writers and political rtheorists are no different. Housed in
San Quentin, Vietnamese activist and author Mike Ngo writes of prisoners' forced
complicity with autherities and his own shame in participating in the disciplinary
machinery, alleviated when he finds comfort in conversation with slain prison
writer, revolutionary strategist-turned-icon, George Jackson. For Ngo, if it does not
destroy, imprisonment teaches power and political theorizing that emanate from
intimacy with death: social, physical, sexual, emotional.’s Intimacy with death,
whether one's own or those prematurely engineered by the voracious appetites of
expanding military-corporate power, is written all throughout the following pages:
death in resistance to the Klan; death through assassination; death in battles with
the police; death in opposition to U.S. military incursions and interventions; death
in execution chambers; death on street comers; and death to the very concept of
blind civic obedience and patriotic fervor. This intimacy is accompanied by death’s
companion, life, and, if not the inevitability of political and military victory for the
rebels (who, in the phrase of Black Panther Party [BPP] cofounder Huey P. Newton,
seemed to court "revolutionary suicide”), the possibility of liberation and freedom,
and the certainty of striving for it.

The endemic flight from death in American culture {via its fetishism of youth,
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technology, and immortality tied o mareriality and science) indicares a mararhon
of avoidance politics and censorship. The disappearance of the incarcerated and
the inhumane punishment for rebels suggest that intimacy with the imprisoned,
particularly political prisoners, will be embraced and known by only a few. For
many “law-abiding Americans” are (or socially seem) embarrassed by a family mem-
ber's incarceration and the realities of polirical incarceration in rheir democracy.
With some 2.5 million imprisoned or detained by the state, 70 percent of whom
are African, Latino, Native, or Asian American, many families could claim rhis
intimacy. Like families in denial, U.S. government officials fervently deny the exis-
tence of U.S. political prisoners. State employees do so by defining political rnili-
tants as “criminals.” Yet, who is the “criminal” whose crime is his or her physical
opposition to state criminality (as determined by United Nations convenrions,
human rights law, and non-aparcheid-based morality)—crimes against humanicy in
warfare and profiteering, crimes against the poor, against the racially subordinate,
crimes against children, against women?'¢ To address the issue of incarcerared intel-
lecruals, one would have to examine the reasons for their incarceration; examine
not just the acts of which they were accused and convicted (ar times with court
malfeasance), but their commitments, Perhaps discussions of political incarcerarion
in the United States fail to register in conventional speech and education because
of political ignorance and a moral reluctance to attain intimacy with life-and-deach
confroneations.

This volume, largely by writers incarcerated because of their legal or illegal, paci-
fist or violent resistance to repression, constantly references antiracism. African
Americans constitute the greatest percentage not only of those incarcerated for
crimes against private property, drug violations, and social violence, but also of
those incarcerated for political acts (including armed struggle) in opposition to
repression. As the largest contingent of (social and) political prisoners, African
Americans tend o draw the longest sentences with fewer possibilities for clemency
or parole. There is a specificity and temerity about black liberation struggles that
relate to and infuse political prisoners in the United States. From enslaved insurrec-
tionists to their multiethnic progeny, antiracism defines but does not dominate this
collection. There remains the question(s} of gender, community, culture, arr, spiri-
tuality. I read the connection of white anti-imperialists and peace activists, Puerto
Rican independentistas, and Native American resistors through the black gaze.
Hence, there are two sections ro this volume, the first on black liberation, the sec-
ond on internationalism and anti-imperialism. The importance of various struggles
is not reduced to buc is framed by the context of racial dynamics of state repression.
Such a context raises anarher series of questions that also have no easy answers,
ones that, hopefully, will be pursued in continuous, painstaking dialogue: “How and
why do repressive conditions create a certain brand of intellectualism?” “What roles
do the voices of incarcerated intellectuals play in moral and political thought and
action, and social consciousness?™ “What makes someone a political prisoner?” The
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last question, being the “easiest” to answer, reveals the varied debates waged among
! '] - . -
those who acknowledge the existence of political prisoners in the United States.

POLITICAL PRISONERS

There is a continuum of debate on who or what constitutes a pollitical prisoner.
The debate wages among prisoners themselves and among the non-mc’:a.rcerated. A
political prisoner can be someone who was put in prison for non}.}ohltlcai reasons
but who became politicized in his or her thought and action while 1nc:r1rceratled..
Incarceration is inherently political, but ideology I?lays arole. ?f everyone is a Foim-
cal prisoner then no one is. Although the meaning c->f. who is a political plnsone;
appears to be expanding to include more structliral critiques Of, thc? state aft arﬁe,
reserve the use of (a somewhar awlkward term) pohucai-econl prisoners far t ose
convicted of social crimes tied to property and dmg-.n.alat-ed crimes and \fvhose d.ls-
proportionate sentencing to prison rather than rehabdmagmn or commucril:lty SE:[CE
is shaped by the political economy of racial and economic privilege and disen an-
chisement. As a caste, political-econ prisoners can and do develgp and reﬁne. their
political critiques while incarcerated. (For example, of the cc?ntnbutors to this vn?l-
ume, Malcolm X, George Jackson, and Standing Deer were mc.:an.:erated for sogal
crimes against property or people, and poiiticized.as radicals within .the pegal SLFE{
also, paradoxically, youths who renounced their gang memberships an 50(:1;1d
crime, in order to bring about social change through the Blrflc‘k Panth‘er 'Parl:y, wou
find themselves later targeted and imprisoned for their po[mca? afﬁh;flt'mns.) Those
whose thoughts of social justice lead ta commitments and acts in political confran-
tation with oppression acquire the standing of political prisoners. 'For those who
(continue to) prey on others in physical and sexual as§;aults on children, women,
and men, “political prisaners” would be an obscene register; for they do not mani-
fest as liberatory agents but exist as merely one of many sources of danger to be
confronted and quelled in a violent culture. _ '
Victimization by a dominant culture and aggrandizing jstate is not sufﬁt?lent.to
qualify one as a “political prisoner.” Although the strategies vary concerning v1}c1)-
lence in resistance politics, if agency and morality are prerequisites s}}aplr}g the
political being, then we speak of a fragment of the incarceratel:d population, just as
we would speak of a fragment of the non-incarcerated population. .Here,'our discus-
sion centers on revolutionary and radical activists who also constitute intellectual
formations influencing political contemporary culture. Some progressives assert that
to construct an entity called “political prisoners” creates a dichotomy hetween a
select proup and the vast majority of prisoners, and thus in fact promotes a new
form of elitism—the iconic prisoner. Yet, these men and women are d1fferent. They
were different before their incarceration, marked by their critical thinking and con-
frontations with authoritarian structures and policies and violence. Also, they were
and are treated differently by the state, often receiving the harshest of sentences,
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relegated to solitary confinement or “lockdown” in control units so that they can-
not “infect”—really infuse~—other prisoners with their radical politics and aspira-
tions for freedom.

Mondo we Langa (David Rice), incarcerated in Nebraska prisons for decades for
a crime that he states he did not commit, one for which his attomeys argue that
there is no physical evidence implicating him, writes in “Letter from the Inside™

' know what I mean by “political prisoner”: someone who, in the context of U.S. laws
and court system, has been falsely tried and convicted of a criminal offense as d means
of ending his or her political activities and making an example of the person for others
wha are espousing, or might espouse, ideas that those in power would find offensive. By
this definition, I might be the only political prisoner in this joint. But in a broader
sense, most people behind bars cauld be considered “political prisoners,” inasmuch as
the process of lawmaking, law-enforcing, and the criminal “justice” system are all
driven by a political appararus that is anti-people of color and anti-peaple of little eco-
nomic means. At the same time though, many, if not most of the people who are locked

up have acted in the interests of the very system that oppresses them and victimized
people who, like themselves, are oppressed.'?

Attorneys Michael E. Deutsch and Jan Susler describe in “Political Prisoners in
the United States: The Hidden Reality” (1990) three types of political prisoners.
For Deutsch and Susler U.S. political prisanets are

1. Foreign nationals whose political status or political activities against allies of
U.S. imperialism {e.g., Israel, Great Britain, El Salvador) result in detention
Or imprisonment;

2. Members of U.S. oppressed nationalities (African Americans, Puerto Ricans,
Chicano/Mexicanos, and Native Americans) who are prosecuted and impris-
oned for political activiries in furtherance of their {liberation] movements. . . .
Included in these groups are anticolonial combatants or prisoners of war
(POWs)—members of national liberation movements who as part of clandes-
tine organizations have employed armed struggle as a means to achieve self-
determination and independence for their nation and upon capture have the
right, under the Additional Protocols of the Geneva Convention and the UN
General Assembly Resolutions, to POW status and not to be tried as domestic
criminals; and

3. White people who have acted in solidarity with the liberation movements of
oppressed nationalities or against 1.S. foreign or domestic policies.!s

Deutsch and Susler offer a useful categorization of political prisoners; however, the
first category could be expanded to include nonresident or immigrant detainees
awaiting deportation. Following September 11, 2001, the sweeps of noncitizens
legally organizing for workers’ rights in Florida, mostly young people of South Asian
origin, construct a new category—that of political prisoner awaiting deportation.
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Although the United States has a history of deporting militants—flimrrlla Gpldman,
Marcus Garvey, Claudia Jones, C. L. R. James—there appears a schism in alignment
with “foreign" political prisoners housed in the United States and awaiting deporta-
tion to hostile nations and U.S. citizens who are political prisoners in other coun-
tries, as in the case of Lori Berenson, who has been incarcerated in Peru for 1{}ears.'9
In radical politics around incarceration and the “prison-industrial-complex most
of the strategies regarding political prisoners have focused on the release campaigns
of those incarcerated for decades, and rightly so. However, preventi?'e meaSL'Jrres a'n.d
strategies to counter the increasing ability of the government to “disappear” politi-
cal prisoners (as was the case following September 11 when Attorney Qeneral John
Ashcroft held Sundiata Acoli, Philip Berrigan (who died of cancer in December
2002), and Marilyn Buck as well as other political prisoners incommunicado) do
not appear cleatly defined by advocates of prisoners’ rights.2

In its 2002 letter to Governor George Pataki and the New York State Parole
Board, the New York Task Force on Political Prisoners states that in Eurape, Africa,
and the United States,

prisoners long incarcerated for their political beliefs and actions have been set free—
and in their freedom, have given the world back some hope and dignity. The reie‘ase,
for example, of Nelson Mandela, who spent twenty-seven years in prison for revc?lutlon-
ary actions against [the apartheid government] . . . has proved a catalyst for healing and
justice in South Africa.

Signatories, attorneys who work pro bono for the release campaign for political pris-
oners actest:

These prisoners’ convictions reflect as yet unresolved issues of civil, racial, and eco-
nomic justice of the 19605 and 19705, a time when thousands of people of all races,
young and old, women and men, formed militant movements to dt?mand fundamental
social change. Their trials occurred during a time when their juries and the general
public did not know that, in response to these movements, the government was engag-
ing in illegal and unconstitutional acts—acts of infiltration and surveillance which,
according to the government's own documents, carried over into the legal arena. Fore-
most in the government's campaign was the FBI's now-infamous Counter-lnteihgﬁ:nee
Program [COINTELPRO, condemned by a 1975 United States Senate Committee
which became known as the “Church Committee” [named after Senator Frank Church
(D-Idaho}, the committes’s proceedings were published in 1976].2!

The legal challenges brought by the prisoners referenced in this‘letcer 1ha\m been
denied, primarily due to the 1996 federal law drastically limiting prisoners access to
habeas corprs. Heartbreakingly for their families and communities, some of these prison-
ers have repeatedly been denied parole because of their political views or offenses—
despite the fact that they more than meer current parole standards. . . . Some of the
actions for which these men were convicred were taken in response o severe social
repression and government misconduct. Some convictions, for example, arose directly
from the targeting of activists by COINTELPRO. Others sought to defend themselves
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and their communities from police violence [or drug dealers]. All of themn devored their
hearts, their minds, and their lives to working for a world of justice, peace, and human
equality. Whatever one's opinion of their political beliefs or alleged actions, not one of

these men was motivated by personal gain. All have served enough time and all would
be a credit to their communities if released.?

The imprisonment of those seeking social and political change in the United
States is as old as its elite-based democracy rooted in slavery, anti-Indian genocidal
wars, and “manifest destiny.” Yet the attempts to bring the voices of imprisoned
intellectuals to the general society and petition for their release remain a constant
(re)invention of strategic interventions, using the language of “rehabilitarion” com-
mingled with the language of rebellious resistance.

ANTHOLOGIZING IMPRISONED INTELLECTUALS

Prisons constitute one of the most controversial and contested sites in a democratic
society. The United States has the highest incarceration rate in the industrialized
world, with over two million people in jails, prisons, and detention centers; with
over three thousand on death row, it is also one of the few developed countries that
continues to deploy the death penaley. Examining intellectuals whose analyses of
U.S. society, politics, culture, and social justice are rarely referenced in conven-
tional political speech or academic discourse, this anthology takes shape along the
contours of a body of outlawed “public intellectuals” offering incisive critiques of
our society and shared (in)humanity. The brief biographies ineroducing each chap-
ter contextualize these writings in opposition to state policies that support racism,
war, imperialism, corporate capitalism, and globalization. Like the accompanying
biographies, a number of these essays by writer-activists incarcerated because of
their political beliefs and acts (some released by President Bill Clinton on his last
day of office, others working as educators and activists behind bars) are far tog brief
to fully detail and explore the conditions of their political radicalism and imprison-
ment. However, references are provided to help the reader further explore contro-
versial liberation praxes from the civil rights/black power,
American Indian, Puerto Rican Independence, and antiwar
radical democracy and revolutionary struggle.

We begin with European anarchist Emma Goldman's “A New Declaration of
Independence” as a contrast to calls for “patriotism” as unquestioning obedience to
the state. We end with the poem “Incommunicado” by Marilyn Buck, written after
Septemnber 11, 2001, during and following her weeks of detention in solitary con-
finement without access to attorneys or family on the orders of Attomey General
John Asheroft.? Buck, imprisoned in the 1980s for her work with the militant sec-
tors of the black liberation movement, of course, has no actual or ideological con-
nections with reactionary al-Qaeda forces.

women's, gay/leshian,
movements based on

Yet, the foreign war on terrorism
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provided an excellent opportunity for expanding repressive measures in the United
S[%eoi‘x&ontatiom combating state censorship of dissent and critical voices reached
their apex in the mass movements of the 1950s, 19695, lan.cl eatly 1970s. In the posr:ci
enslavement era of the mid-twentieth century, the civil rights mgver:mnts, refei're-
to by some activists and academics as the “second Reconstruction” and by their
more tadical counterparts as the “second civil war,” brought the new wave of pro-
tests and dissentt. Arrested while organizing a bus boycort, Ros‘a Parks became briefly
a political detainee. The young man whom she and the organizers of the bus boycott
chose as their titular leader, largely because of his stat:lls as form'ally 'ed.ucated cler&y
and middle-class, was the Reverend Martin Luther ng, Jr. His missive opens the
first section of our collection of writings by imprisoned mte.lle?tuals. 1 bt
Parr 1, Black Liberationists, begiris with “Letter fror'n Birmingham ]'all, whicl
was written the same year as the 1963 March on Washington where Kln’g gave his
famous “I Have a Dream” speech-sermon; the same year tl"lat the Ku' I\lux‘Klan
hombed a Birmingham, Alabama, church, killing four AFr1c'an Amer?can girls—
Carole Robertson, Cynthia Wesley, Addie Mae Collins, Denise I\{IcNalr——-and the
year of John F. Kennedy’s assassination in Dallas, Texas.” IFl hfs open letter to
clergy, King set forth an eloquent plea for support of an antiracist movement hm
which he had been active since 1955.2% This anthology juxtaposes with Km‘{g is
peer and symbolic nemesis, Malik El-Shabazz, or Malcol'rr'a X. In ch.apt,er two,' 'il”he
Ballot or the Bullet” (abridged), Malcolm X offers a cnuqv:te: of King’s nonviolent
activism. Although Maicolm X was not a “political prisoner” in the restrictive sense
in which we use the term in this work, incarcerated as I\{Iaicol.m tht-le for social
crimes {inchuding the “crimes” of burglary and of consorting w;'th w'htte wom?l.),
he transformed ar “reinvented'” himself as a policical agent “thle impns'oned. Poim-
cized throuph his association (and later confrontat%on) \?fl‘th the Nanon. 0{; Ifs im
and his pilgrimage to Mecca, he influenced the growing militancy of the civi rights
movement. Through his life, speeches, and writings—most not'fzbly, T'he Autoll?lc')gnix-
phy of Malcolm X—he achieved an iconic stature for many, 1nc‘lud1‘ng (political)
prisoners. Constant police and FBI surveillance after he ser\rffd h;.s prison slenten}(ie
likely increased his radical political and moral presence and.misplred. zfctwlstsd w ﬁ
would eventually become incarcerated, and in reflecting on hl? life, sP1r1t, zlmd eat.
struggle to “reinvent” themselves as political agents, formula.tmg. a l1beratllon g;axm
“by any means necessary.” One year after Malcolm X s assassination, the .B ;Lc Han—
ther Party (for Self-Defense) was founded in 1966 in Oakland,'Cahfomm, y Huey
P. Newton and Bobby Seale; armed resistance to police brutahty-became the f;l’lOSt
noted and “inflammatory” position of their emancipatory “10-Point Placform.
Angela Y. Davis would work with the Panthers but become b‘etter kno@ 8 a
communist and leader in the Soledad Brothers Defense Corlnmlttee, a prisoners
rights organization cofounded by imprisoned Black Panther Field Marshall george
Jackson. Davis was incarcerated in the early 1970s on charges nlalated to eonfg’e
Jackson's younger brother Jonathan's attempt, using weapons registered in Davis's
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name, to liberate African American prisoners from the Marin County Courthouse,
a failed endeavor that Neweon would describe later at the seventeen-year-old’s
funeral as “revolutionary suicide.”

One year before her 1972 acquittal of all charges, Davis wrote from her prison
cell *Political Prisoners, Prisons, and Black Liberation,” which is published here as
chapter three; this essay would appear in the volume she coedited with Bertrina
Aptheker, If They Come in the Moming. Also in that anthology, which has been
out of print for some time, was first published this volume’s chapters four and five,
respectively by Huey P. Newton and George Jackson. In chapter four, “Prison,
Where Is Thy Victory?” Newton distinguishes berween types or classes of prisoners,
reserving his highest consideration for the imprisoned who rebel against rather than
acquiesce to domination and (racial) control. In “Towards the United Front,” chap-
ter five, George Jackson, self-identified militarist for liberation and g key thearist
and proponent of armed struggle, argues for a multiracial formation, new relarions
of unity that transcend common divisions. The Black Panthers became the most
confrontational of the antiracist radical groups of the late 1960s and early 1970s
(following the disintegration of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Commitree
[SNCC]). Among the black militant formations, the Panchers developed some of
the strongest allegiances with other racialized peoples, and the strongest ties with
white radicals and revolutionaries.

The Panthers would also become the lightning rod for some of the government’s
most horrific forms of violenr repression used against dissidents in the post—=World
War [T era. In chapter six, former Panther Dhoruba Bin Wahad describes the deadly
counterinsurgency program, COINTELPRO, initiated by J. Edgar Hoover and the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). Decades before the BPP emerged, the FBl
had destabilized progressives with violent means; but its violence would operate
with virtvally no restraint until the Black Panther Party and the American Indian
Movement (AIM) were destroyed. "COINTELPRO and the Destruction of Black
Leaders and Organizations” (abridged) presents the scenario i which state via-
lence against the Black Panther Party and its membership had become routine. Bin
Wahad argues that any revolutionary movement coincides with a cultural move-
ment, but a cultural movement will not empower its people unless it is politicized.
COINTELPRO succeeded because it halted the political consciousness of the Black
Panther Party that coincided with the cultural awareness of “Black Power.”
Through violence, manipulation of the media, and disinformation campaigns, the
FBI engaged in a twofold attack on the dissemination of information by black revo-
lutionaries, destabilizing che public support base of the movement and then remov-
ing its leaders from public discourse through imprisonment, exile, or death,

State malfeasance and criminality in which the FBI participated included anony-
mous letters to Martin Luther King, Jr., urging that he commit suicide before his
marital infidelities were publicized; the extra-judicial killings or assassinations of
Chicago Panther leaders Fred Hampron and Mark Clark in December 196%; and
the many killings during 1973-1976 of indigenous activists at the Pine Ridge reser-
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vation who aligned themselves with AIM. Such state violence pr(.)vides. a concex,ii
d background for chapter seven, the excerpted “On thr.c Black Liberation Army
?ELA) by Jalil Muntagim. Muntaqim offers a brief historical snapshc.}t of an under-
ound military formation in batele with U.S. law enforcement, primarily on th'e
Ef t Coast. Although no theoretical justification for armed struggle appears in this
s:fcinct account of BLA activities, the historical tr.aje’ctolry of the ?OIN?;}‘E;EPRO
era of the early 1970s shapes the reasoning. Muntfaqlga s view stems hrom a different
template than most, that of the slave insurrectionist, and so }t 5 zilpgs alumque
worldview, one gazed upon, interacted with, but not fully experienced by the non-
rEbIZ.l fﬁ;ot:: l:i;zt. “July 4th Address,” a statement issued by former Blz}ck Pancher
and Black Liberation Army member Assata Shallcur }vhile she was in pr1f0n1an1c58?jr21
trial, evokes slave-turned-fugitive then abolitionist Frederick Doug a;s sd .
“What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July” address. Oz?e of the ffew worr}elr1 ezi ers o
the Black Panther Party (whose leadership was nc-)t' tied to an mﬂuegtta. ml_? e Eﬁarzi-
ner), Shakur would also become active in the rmll.tary undergmllm via the Black
Liberation Army. Her memoir, Assata: An Aum@nogmphy, Fum:tlonsi in a' fnir}nﬁr
similar to the memoirs of King, Malcolm X, Dav;s', Newton, and Jac (sccl)r;: :lt ig f
lights turbulent and dangerous times and personalizes the struggles an fai lFIESh o
revolutionaries and revolutionaries-in-waiting. For example, Shakur writes in her

memoir:

Some of the groups thought they could just pick up arms and struglglehand tllmt, 5"?*::
how, people would see what they were doing and begin to struggle t.lemse vest.hou [‘-{
wanted to engage in a do-or-die barttle with power structure in amerilea, ;:ven o hgm
they were weak and ill prepared for such a fight. But the most 1mporta1‘1t actor is d .
armed struggle, by iself, can never bring about a revolution. Revelutionary war is

people’s war.®

Unlike Shakur, Safiya Bukhari-Alston has (to date) not Wfitten a fuli[-llﬁggth
memoir; vet, like Shakur, she was one of the few women leaders in thel?]l;c k 1 i Fra:
tion Army. Her autobiographical narrative, “Coming of Agef A Blas: £vo ;ﬂor{c
ary,” chapter nine, describes conditions unique ro women polllt:clal prisoners. : u; !
leader while underground, Bukhari-Alston encountered sexism in the party (as di
Aslsfltaclzlil:stl:;rzen, “An Updated History of ch_e Nexff Afrikan .Prison Sft;tfgl:n
(abridged), former Black Pancher Sundiata Acoli provides a continuum -:J1 rmhe
American resistance to captivity and incarceration (the'unabndged text pka;if‘:g t
enslavement era as foundational in this resistance). Acc’)’la presents tbe Bl:ftl:{ ibera-
tion Army as a “New Afrikan guerrilla organization"” with mob1le“str1 ¢ teams.
Guerrilla warfare was seen as an inevitable counterresponse to US lotlv-mto.:}'m.qf
warfare” against militants and radicals. Some members of the BLA identify as “pris

iewi ive li i hters. The
oners of war” or POWs, viewing themselves as caprive liberation fig
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Republic of New Afrika (RNA) stated its independence from the United States in
1968. BLA combatants subsequently declared that the U.S. courts had no jurisdic-
tion over them. Acoli’s historical discussions of “gang" formations in prisons as part
of the prison struggles provide insight into their political nature and functions both
in and outside of prison.

The idea of resisting all oppressive constraints—whether racism, sexism, hetero-
sexism, or class/corporate privilege—is not uniformly shared in these e55ays.
Women contributors tend to note sexism and heterosexism more so than the men
(in this volume, white women are more vocal about the rights of gays and lesbians
than black women are, perhaps because the former are writing at a later date when
gay, leshian, and bisexual rights are more publicly espoused). Alchough they fought
for a more inclusive democracy, centralized, nondemocratic decision making—
steeped in either patriarchal politics or a Leninist mode] of democratic centralism—
was routinely practiced by Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC), Malcolm X’s Nation of Islam {from which he was expelled in
1963-1964), Angela Davis’s Communist Party USA (CPUSA) (from which she
was expelled in 1991), and Huey P. Newton’s faction of the Black Panther Party. A
discussion of forgoing vanguard or elite formations and rigid fixations on a line of
leadership is found in chapter eleven, “Anarchism and the Black Revolution”
(abridged), by Lorenzo Komboa Ervin, In this chapter, Ervin, who organized with
the BPP among other groups, is highly critical of whar he perceives as its “Marxist-
Leninist” rigidicy and repressive authoritarianism. 1t is difficult ar times to distin-
guish which Black Panther Party critics are referencing-—East Coast or West Coast?
Cleaver or Newton faction? Newton prior to or during drug addiction and eriminal
intrigues! Nonetheless, the BPP in general (as did political organizations such as
the SCLC and CPUSA) embraced a wealth of contradictions that limited the
agency and efficacy of its “rank and file.”

What, then, constitutes leadership that can face and function against repressive
state policies? Such issues are explored in chapter twelve, an essay by journalist
Mumia Abu-Jamal, “Intellectuals and the Gallows.” This essay was written while
Abu-Jamal was facing a sentence of death. It is one of the few pieces in this anthol-
ogy that directly confronts readers as non-incarcerated intellectuals, exploring their
confines in a Foucauldian carceral that restricts their own resistance to a state that
oversees life and death.

Part II, Internationalists and Anti-Imperialists, begins with chapter thirteen,
“Genocide against the Black Nation in the U.S. Penal System” (abridged) by
Mutulu Shakur, Anthony X. Bradshaw, Malik Dinguswa, Terry Long, Mark Cook,
Adolfo Matos, and James Haskins. The chapter focuses on African American eman-
cipation, yet appeals to the intemnational community; and so, it provides a bridge
between the rwo sections of this anthology, emphasizing historical links between
African American activism and the interplay of domestic and foreign policies. This
essay's argument follows in a cradition established by African American radicals in

the post~World War II era: William Patterson and the Civil Rights Congress in
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1951 presented to the United Nations their antilynching petition “We Charge
Genocide,” and Malcolm X in the 1960s appealed to the United Nations for redress
from lynching and white supremacist policies in the United States.2? Chapter four-
teen, “The Struggle for Status under International Law” by Marilyn Buck, eevisits
themes raised by chapter thirteen in its reflections on the use of international law
to address U.S. domestic human rights vialations. Situating Buck within the tradi-
tion of radical white antiracism and armed resistance, a tradition that dates back to
and precedes John Brown's antislavery militancy, lesbian activist Rita Bo Brawn
describes the parameters of white activism in the 1970s and 1980s in chapter fif-
teer, *White North American Political Prisoners.” In chapter fifteen, Brown pro-
vides a comprehensive view that encompasses a number of political formations.
Chapter sixteen, “On Trial” (abridged), by former Vietnam veteran Raymond Luc
Levasseur, chronicles the militancy of another white anti-imperialist who invokes
international law and human rights conventions in antiracist struggles. Levasseur
argued in his opening trial statement for the dismissal of criminal charges under
International Law; he was acquitted of charges at the conclusion of his trial. Reject-
ing the domestic criminal charges brought by the government, he asserted a Fn.oral—
ity based on human rights and freedom fighters criminalized for their .opposmlonal
politics. Maintaining thar the U.S. government/corporations commltteFl crimes
against humanity, Levasseur catalogues the acts that led to his organizational
response through the UFF (United Freedom Front) and Sam Melville/Jonachan
Jackson Unit. The series of bombings against military targets attributed to these
formations acctrred a number of years after the bombings attributed o the Weather
Underground, the militant splinter group from the Students for 2 Democratic Saci-
ety (SDS).

“Letter to the Weathermen,” chapter seventeen, is a response by a Christian pac-
ifist militant, Catholic priest Daniel Berrigan. Berrigan and his brother Philip, also
a Cartholic priest involved in activist resistance during the 1970s and 1980s and
beyond, were heavily influenced by Martin Luther King, Jr., and the *peaceful” con-
frontation of state repression by the civil rights movement, Philip Berrigan would go
on to cofound the Plowshares community where Michele Naar-Obed would become
radicalized and, as a mother and peace activist, write the pamphlet excerpted here
as chapter eighteen, “Maternal Convictions: A Mother Beats a Missile into a Plow-
share.” In “Maternal Convictions,” Naar-Obed recounts her growing spiritual and
political awareness for peace activism that entailed civil disobedience and illegal
actions, and her multiple “short-term” incarcerations.

Women have varied responses in their resistance to U.S. militarism and warfare;
not all of course are gendered as pacifist. “Dykes and Fags Want to Know: Interview
with Lesbian Political Prisoners,” chapter nineteen, was conducted in 1990-1991
by QUISP (Queer women and men United in Support of Political Prisoners). This
interview focuses on Linda Evans, Susan Rosenberg, and Laura Whitehorn, women
who spent years incarcerated because of their political beliefs and acts. Whitehom
completed her sentence and was released in 1999. Evans and Rosenberg were
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granted presidential clemency by President Bill Clinton in 2001. In 1999, Clinton
had granted clemency to eleven of fifteen Puerto Rican independentistas or national-
ists who had been imprisoned for years (included in those receiving clemehcy was
Elizam Escobar). Clinton’s release of independentistas did not signal thd end of
imprisonment for advocates and agitators for freeing Puerto Rico from its status ag
a colonial possession of the United States. In chapter twenty, “This s
educator José Solis Jordan, incarcerated in Florida and later placed undef detention
in Puerto Rico, writes of the historical struggle for Puerto Rican indepéndence and
autonomy and his own connections to this struggle,

The following essays speak of the nonmaterial, of the spiritual and transcendent,
of autonamy from the political formation and from purely political identification
and identity. Chapter twenty-one, “Art of Liberation: A Vision of Freedom” by
artist Elizam Escobar, offers one of the more creative and imaginacive discussions of
roles, conflicts, and contradictions of the revolutionary who maintains an indepen-
dence from the struggle itself via his or her connection through art. In chapter
twenty-two, “Violence and the Stare” (abridged), Standing Deer recounts an
attempt on the part of prison authorities to get him to assault AIM activist and
political prisoner Leonard Peltier. Standing Deer's “conversion” is both political
and spiritual, both rational and suprarational. It provides an introduction to the
final essay by Leonard Peltier who offers new meanings for freedom and resistance
in our final chapter, twenty-three, “Inipi: Swear Lodge.” Peltier's excerpt from his
autobiography, Prison Witings: My Life Is My Sundance,® reminds us of the nonma-
terial aspects of struggle and the spiritual dimensions of freedom.

CONCLUSION

So much of what is controversial in this collection will center on the issue of vio-
lence: the use of violence by the state to squash dissent and destroy dissenters; the
use of violence by dissidents either in immediate self-defense, in military strategies
for "nation-building,” or to promote a political stance and commitment, Obviously
state violence is not synonymous with the violence of the subaltern or oppressed
or imprisoned. Mast Americans are more familiar with {inured to?) state violence,
particularly when it is directed against disenfranchised or racially or politically sus-
pect minorities. Therefore, police or military violence against the “racially suspect,”
against the poor and immigrants, against prisoners, is not as unsettling as countervi-
olence against rhe police or military by the subaltern and incarcerated. Thus,
George Jackson's militarist stance in Blood in My Eye? is more terrifying for the
conventional reader than the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) torture manual
for the School of the Americas.® Perhaps this is because the conventional reader
assumes (knows) that state violence is never earmarked for the obedient and the
taw-abiding

No essay in this volume makes a sustained theoretical argument for armed resis-
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rance to state violence—although several essays offeF theoretical and religiois jus.tli-
fications for nonviolent civil disobedience- and dissent. TlTe book that c:.a?hy
influenced many of the activists whose writings appear here is Erantz Fanor} s[ . de
Whretched of the Earth. Fanon argues that the "“native (‘the colonized and ;;ac&a Elze L
here, the imprisoned) does not have to theorize or articulate tbe Itruth; 5 be or he is
the teuth—the breathing, living embodiment of the contrafh‘cmonsf,_ de aserlnenjt;
rage, and resentment and rebellion that mérk the very cond{tloné o ti)ppressmn.

Yet the “truth,” or some approximatio:ll of ir, can be spoken in crivical encounters

i es with rebels seeking social justice.

anf]fg;arlligrtincarcerated’s sense of security and our real alncil imagined distance from
political prisoners shape the expanse between thel iaw—abmlmg {reader) and tglxe out-
law (writer). Yer, what if the issues of political prisoners are in fgct‘ the. touc ztor}es
to what zils us: structural impoverishment, racial-sexual dlSCrlmlI'lﬂI‘.IOIll and vio-
lence, political disenfranchisement, war profiteering? In dc?grees of (imagined) siepai
ration, amnesic fatigue about state violence coupl?s w‘1th. outrage at extria e%a
challenges o domination. Despite stolid dichgcomles, if hE'Jeman ‘strugg esb c;r
huran rights—and against war and captivity—intersect, rla-dtcal imprisoned lrle cls
may in fact stand at Elegba's crossroads; if so, then. the writings thacl follow 1Iurm-
nate bridges that span or buckle under the intimacies of death and life struggles.

NOTES

1. AntoniD‘Gramsci, Selections from the Prison Notebooks, edited anfi translated by
Quintin Hoare and Geoffrey Nowell Smith (New York: International Pl‘Jbllshers. 1985), 5
Gramsci writes: “When one distinguishes berween intellectuals and norll—:nteliectuals, one hlS
referring in reality only to the immediate social funerion of the professional category of the
intellectuals. . . . although one can speak of intellectuals, one cannat speak of non-intellectu-

i t exist” (9).
o ?ecg::ga?; Eﬁ;?fiﬁﬁif%?nen. Wrii‘n?g, and Political Detention {Middletown, Conn.:
iversi ess, 1992).
Wes;f‘/;;lj:::;r;:zifmd anallses of U.S. domestic and foreign policies that (vioient-iy)
destabilized democracies, independence, and liberation movements see: Ward Churchill,
From a Native Son: Selected Essays in Indigenism, 19851995 {Boston: South End Pre‘ss, 1997);
MNoam Chomsky, The Cudture of Terrorism (Boston: South End Press, 1988); Manning I\/iarac—1
ble, How Capitalism Underdeveloped Black America (Boston: South End. Press, 1983); Howar
Zinn, A People's History of the United States (New York: HarperCollins, 1999); Joy ]am::ls,
Resisting State Violence (Minneapolis: University of Minnesora Press, 199'6)’; Joy James, e (i
States of Confinement: Policing, Derendon & Prisons (New Yclxrk: St Marcm 8 2092’}11.8(;1?2
paperback edition); Jerome G. Miller, Search and Destroy: African American Males in the Crim-
inal Justice System (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1976). . 3y ;

Also see: David |. Brown and Robert Memill, eds., Vio!e'm Perstfasmns: The Politics an
Imagery of Terrorism (Seattle: Bay Press, 1993); Ward Churchill and Jim Vﬂi:ld(:l' V(;a_ll, :?Vigems
of Repression: The FBI's Secret Wars against the Black Panther Party and American Indian ove-
ment {Boston: South End Press, 2002, revised edition); Troy Johnson et al,, eds., American
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Indian Activism; Alcatraz to the Longest Walk (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1997);
W. E. B. Du Bois, Black Reconstruction in America (New York: Harcourr, Brace, and Company,
1935); and, Matthew Mancini, One Dies, Get Another: Conwict Leasing in the American South,
1866~1928 (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1996).

4. In its desizes for freedoms guarded by institutions, revolutionary politics encompass
and surpass insurrectionary politics. Rather than merely revolt against repressive hierarchies,
laws, and customs, revolutionary politics seeks to huild new structures and norms. Hence,
revolurionaries are more feared than are insurrectionists by governing structures and elites.
Just as insurrecrion is not inherently revelutionary, neither is crime or violence intrinsically
proto-revalutionary: consider that capitalism in the Americas is rooted in the theft of land
and labor and the mass murder of indigenous and African peoples.

5. Page 80. The nephew of Presidene John E Kennedy and son of Senator Robert Ken-
nedy, Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., a senior attorney for the Namural Resources Defense Council,
engaged in civil disobedience at Vieques, Puerto Rico, in 2001. Joined by acror Edward James
Oliies and union leader Dennis Rivera, Kennedy protested the U.S. Navy having “saturated
Vieques with thousands of pounds of ordinance—a rotal that eventually exceeded the explo-
sive power of the Hiroshima homb.” Arrested after illegally trespassing on the military sire,
the disobedientes were evenrually sentenced o thirty days in Guaynabo prison. Afrer citing
the Navy’s civil and criminal violations of federal laws such as the Clean Water Act and the
Rescurce Conservarion and Recovery Act, Kennedy writes: “Our defense was based on the
doctrine of necessity; a defendant cannot be convicred of trespassing if he shows he encered
the land to prevent a greater crime from being commirted. . . , we had engaged in civil dis-
obedience for a single purpose: to prevent a criminal violation of the Endangered Species
Act by the Navy that the federal court had refused to redress” (115). The presiding judge,
admonishing that he was nat interested in philosophy, dismissed the necessity defense.

As Kennedy's atromey (and his sister’s father-in-law}, former New York governot Mario
Cuomo made the following argument at trial:

We ask che court to recall thar this nation was conceived in the civil disobedience thar
preceded the Revolutionary War, the acts of civil disobedience that were precipitated
by the Fugitive Slave Act of 1793, in the famous Sit-Down Strikes of 1936 and 1937,
all through the valiant struggle for civil rights in the 1960s, and the movement against
the Vietnam War. Always they were treated by the courts one way: not like crimes com-

mitted for personal gain or out of pure malice, but as technical violations designed to
achieve a good purpose. (115)

See Robert Kennedy's essay in Owside, October 2001, 80—84 and 114--16.

Of course, Cuomo and Kennedy would see viclations that resulted in the loss of life (and
liberty} as tragedies rather than as technicalities. Years prior to Kennedy's trial, Murulu Sha-
kur and Marilyn Buck also unsuccessfully argued the “necessicy defense,” appealing to inter-
natfonal instead of U.S. standards.

6. There is insufficient space to address the ways in which political prisoners are at times
burdened with the characteristics of prophets; hence their limitations in efficacy in the “free
world” once they are released resonate so much more intensely. Activists, such as the slain
leader Chris Hani, attempted 1o prevent the “marriage of Mandela-ism wich liberalism.”
With the African National Congress {ANC)'s acceptance of the apartheid government's
debr and its failure to nationalize and redistribuze key resources and wealth, the observarion
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by some local South African activists thﬁt M';Lnde]a l;gad "solld out the bush” resonated with
i i ubjugated people.

the ;ﬂt;[;;‘i:r:é’z‘::ﬁ?;iﬁg :szx:ﬁcfivﬁlsrig{'\ti movimfnt argue that paciﬁsts‘; were ofte.n

'.ded protection from Klan and police violence by armed and organized Afr}car? Ameri-
. d women, such as those who formed the Deacons for Defense and Justice in North
Car Tﬁn agee- Anne'Moody The Coming of Age in Mississippi {Laureleaf, 1997, reprint}); Rob-
Cal’; mal‘din .Wiiliams Neg':'ues with Guns (Derroit: Wayne State University Press, 1998,
;:;;:)rirrv.ztu)-t and Timochy'B. Tyson, Radio Free Dixie: Robert F. \)Viﬂiams and the Rooes of Blaclk

‘ iil: Universi rolina Press, 1999).
POWET (lsi::jfr:llbln;{rﬁ'l?. léggf,r S::t—yltlzfil}\]:ggle;indence from Michael Hames-Garcia, eclimlr’s
papeés. For further c’iiscussions analyzing incarcerati‘on politics, see: Michael Hames-Garcia,
Grucibles of Freedom (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2003).
9, Dylan Redriguez maintains:

“Free" activists (scholars, etc.) often appropriate the iconography of cfaptlve radllcalts,n'
revolutionaries . . . and may even do so in critica} ‘z:.nd raclu:gl ways (for examp el, [E
introduce the discourse of “political prisoners/POW's wa public that cannijt fSSlT ;1 ‘
such a possibility in cheir midst). Yet, it is far more dlf‘ﬁcullt fosi ﬁ'levzf peopeil ?re rgx?s
the political work of radical prisoners in a manner that seriously informs t etmp[mns-.
Of course, to do so would necessitate a far more urgent, even df:sperate attempt > rans.
late the political dream (vision) of prison/pollc.e.abchtlon llr.ltoﬂan' a?tagoglchdents
accessible political-cultural practice. . . . 50 activists T’md critically Hl: orr?le fents
could read the anthology through this structure of . - disavowal, such that ¢ ﬁe mug fane
pro-state progressivism (inherently white supremacist) of the. CEO,dngn—[?fP L, acrln >
demic sectors remains sacrosanct. To refuse the urgency of principled hostility an opp .
sition to this civic and state formation is a virtual religious fiat of the currerlllt (pos;c;\:'
righss) era of the alleged Left. {Dylan Rodriguez, Seprember 2002 e-mail corresp
dence, editor’s papers.)

For another critical perspective on the “prison writer,” se?ll’aul St. John, 'E'Bf(z?iind.the
Mirror's Face,” in Doing Time: Tuwenty-Five Years of Prison Whiting, ed. Bell Gale Chevigny
: , 1999}, . o
(N;g \8:1;: lrl;icsicclyiian Eu)gene Genovese's statement “The Blaf:k expenenci 1\‘1:(1/ F[l:]ls counItIrIy
has been a phenomenon without analog” as the epigraph for his essay, Frar;l . é ersor;,c ,
quotes from Steve Martinot and Jared Sexton, "The AVHHE'GE‘].[dt'E of. W‘ ite uprejtrgm:ro,n
April 2002, www.ocf.berkeley.edu/~marto/paradigm/. Genov'tfse 5 c:ta:tlon 1slg1ven f}fi. "

Rewiew October/November 1993. See: ‘r:;anllc Wiidem}om, H1, “The Prisons Slave as Hegem

*s (S dal,” in Social Justice (forthcoming}. o ‘
n‘ff lssi:lsrz);;:\?ssion of the concept “social death” in a global and hiStDl‘.lCai r:{;:{uex-t, I-sIee:
Orlando Patterson, Slavery and Social Death: A Compamtin Sultdy (CaTbrEdlg?, 1ass.. { :;t
vard University Press, 1982). For contemporary analyses c?f social death within the glm;l,e .
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Part One

BLACK LIBERATIONISTS




Chapter One

Martin Luther King, Jr.

Bomn in Atlanta, Georgia, on January 15, 1929, Martin Luther King, Jr. was the
eldest son of Alberta Williams King, a schoolteacher, and Martin Luther King, St
a Baptist minister. At age ffteen, King entered Morehouse College, where he first
read Henry David Thoreau's On Civil Disobedience and began to work with organiza-
tions dedicated to racial justice. After graduating from Morehouse in 1948 with a
bachelor's degree in sociology, King entered Crozer Theological Seminary. In 1951,
he enrolled in Boston University, where, studying Reinhold Niebuhr and G. W,
Hegel, he eamned a doctorate in systematic theology in 1955. King synthesized the
divergent influences of his studies into a “realistic pacifism” and a theology that
considered both “souls” and “societal change.™ In Boston he met and married Cor-
etta Scott, then a music student; they would have four children: Martin Luther 111,
Dexter Scotr, Yolanda Denise, and Bernice Albertine.

King accepred his first pastorate at the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in Mont-
gomery, Alabama, in 1954. In Montgomery, he began simultaneous work with the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP} and the
interracial Alabama Council on Human Relations. When NAACP leader Rosa
Parks was arrested on December 1, 1955, for refusing to give up her seat to a white
passenger on a public bus, Joanne Robinson’s Montgomery Women’s Political Cau-
cus, with trade unionist E. D. Nixon, organized a bus boycott. The originators of
the boycott chose the politically inexperienced King as its titular leader for appear-
ances of respectability and authority tied co middle-class male clergy, and with their
assistance King was elected president of the ad hoc Montgomery Improvement
Association (MIA).

The Montgomery bus boycott lasted more than a year. During thar struggle for
civil rights, King had his first experience of being jailed. Arrested for “speeding” by
Montgomery police, he was taken to the Montgomery city jail. Violence and police
harassment and brutality against black protestess, including the bombing of King's
home, puncruated the long boycott. By the time the U.S. Supreme Court declared
segregation of public transportation unconstitutional in November of 1956, and the
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MIA triumphed through its civil disobedience, Martin Luther King, Ir., had been
catapulted into the national spotlight,

In 1957, King helped found and became the president of what would eventually
become the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC).2 The SCLC, first
headed by Ella Baker, protested racial injustice and racism through marches, boy-
cotts, and demonstrations. King was arrested and jailed for his involvement in such
activity.

In 1960, King accepred a position as co-pastor of the Ebenezer Baptist Church
n Acanta. The SCLC’s offices in Aclanca became the organizational base for most
of King's civil rights activity after 1960. In the early 19605, the SCLC began a series
of protest campaigns triggered by student sit-ins and the Freedom Ride movement.
The de facta head of SCLC, Ella Baker, would prove instrumental in the founding
of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), which would work
with, and at times critique and radicalize, the SCLC,

After unsuccessful organizing initiatives in Albany, Georgia, the SCLC surned
its focus to Birmingham, Alabama. In 1963, King stated, “Birmingham is so segre-
gated, we're within a cab ride of being in Johannesburg, South Africa." Bir-
mingham city officials had declared the NAACP a “foreign corporation” and
criminalized its activities. The head of Birmingham's police was Commissioner of
Public Safety Eugene “Bull” Connor, who prided himself “on knowing how to han-
dle the Negro and keep him in his ‘place.’

In the ensuing confrontation with racist pelice and city administration, King was
arrested on April 12, and “charged with violation of a city ordinance in parading
without a permit and also with defying a state court injunction against demonstra-
tions.”s While being held for over twenty-four hours in solitary confinement, he
woke in the moming to find in his cell 1 newspaper with an advertisement taken
out by eight clergymen of the major denominations who condemned the demon-
strations and criticized the civil rights activists as “excremists.”s

“Letter from Birmingham Jail," Reverend King’s response, was first published in
Christian Century, Liberation, and Christianity and Crisis, three progressive journals,
In his “Letter,” King set forth an incisive critique of the “white maderare,” who,
he claimed, was “more devoted to ‘order’ than justice.” The recipient of the Nobel
Peace Prize, Martin Luther King, Jr., was assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee, in

April 1968.
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Letter from Birmingham Jail
April 16, 1963

AUTHOR’S NOTE: This response to a published statement by eight fellow clergy-
men from Alabama (Bishop C. C. J. Carpenter, Bishop Joseph A. Durick, Rabbi
Hilton L. Grafman, Bishop Paul Hardin, Bishop Holan B. Harmon, the Reverend
George M. Murray, the Reverend Edward V. Ramage and the Reverend Earl Stall-
ings} was composed under somewhat constricting circumstance. Begun on the mar-
gins of the newspaper in which the statement appeared while I was in jail, the lecter
was continued on scraps of writing paper supplied by a friendly Negro trusty, and
concluded on a pad my attorneys were eventually permitted to leave me. Although

the rext remains in substance unaltered, [ have indulged in the author's prerogative
of polishing it for publication.

April 16, 1963
MY DEAR FELLOW CLERGYMEN:

While confined here in the Birmingham city jail, I came across your recent state-
ment calling my present activities “unwise and untimely.” Seldom do I pause to
answer criticism of my work and ideas. If I sought to answer all the criticisms thar
crass my desk, my secretaries would have little time for anything other than such
correspondence in the course of the day, and I would have no time for constructive
work. But since I feel that you are men of genuine good will and that your criticisms
are sincerely set forth, I want to try to answer your statements in what | hope will
be patient and reasonable terms.

I think I should indicare why I am here in Birmingham, since you have been
influenced by the view which argues against “outsiders coming in." | have the honor
of serving as president of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, an organi-
zation operating in every southern state, with headquarrers in Atlanta, Georgia. We
have sore eighty-five affiliated organizations across the South, and one of them is
the Alabama Christian Movement for Human Rights. Frequently we share staff,
educational and financial resources with our afiliates. Several months ago the affil-
fate here in Birmingham asked us to be on call to engage in a nonviolent direct-
action program if such were deemed necessary. We readily consented, and when the
hour came we lived up to our promise. So |, along with several members of my staff,
am here because [ was invited here. | am here because I have organizational ties
here.

But more basically, | am in Birmingham because injustice is here. Just as the
prophets of the eighth century s.c. left cheir villages and carried their “thus saith
the Lord” far beyond the boundaries of their home towns, and just as the Apostle
Paul left his village of Tarsus and carried the gospel of Jesus Christ to the far corners
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of the Greco-Roman world, so am | compelled to carry the gospel of freeégm
beyond my own home town. Like Paul, I must constantly respond to the Macedo-
mﬁ;{ C;ili)\fz; E;li'n cognizant of the interrelatedness of all communities and states. I
cannc())t sit iélly by in Atlanta and not be cl:oncl:emed about what happenshiq Bir-
mingham. Injustice anywhere is a thr.eat to justice everywhere. ?(ge are Cali)g(/ ;;tr; f{i
inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a smgle. garment fo ZSth' iatever
affects one directly, affects all indirectly. Never again can we affor tg w:l \\{J he
narrow, provincial “outside agitator” idea. Anyone w‘holh‘t’es l:1,1151 ctle the Uni
States can never be considered an outsider any\.;vhenfe v\f1th1n its bounds. t
You deplore the demonstrations taking place in Birmingham. But you;l sta;emer;_i E
1 am sorry to say, fails to express a similar concern for the conditions that rmég ;
about the demonstrations. [ am sure that none of you would w.ant ti::tf) Test cc;nden
with the superficial kind of social analysis that deals merely with e fects an I?ES
not grapple with underlying causes. It is unfortunate that demonstlfationshgre tal Oc‘;r;gr
place in Birmingham, burt it is even more unfortuna'ce that the city's white p
structure left the Negro community with no akcanl}atwe. . N
In any nonviolent campaign there are four basic steps: colhiectlondod.t e facts
determine whether injustices exist; negotiatiox?; self-purification; an 1rectl acu?n.
We have gone through all these steps in Birmmgh.a\m. 'T"her.e can be. no g]:n;slayul_:g
the fact that racial injustice engulfs this community. Birmingham is pfrg a 1y the
most thoroughly segregared city in the United States.'lts ugly record‘o 1Euta 1tytls
widely known. Negroes have expertenced grossly unjust treatment in 1: e f:m.gl s:
There have been more unsolved bombings of Negro homes and chL};rc ei tfm 1r{
mingham than in any other city in the nation. These are the hard, rutal EC{S.C{_I
the case. On the basis of these conditions, Negro leaders sou‘ght todn;gnaltlate v':‘t -
the city fathers. But the latter consistently refused to engage in good-faith negotia
tuj"[lﬁl"'hen, last September, came the opportunity to talk \.vith 1eadersl of Birm.ingham's
economic community. In the course of the negotiamons;, certain .promtﬁels were
made by the merchants—for example, to remove the stores humiliating ra;.1ad51gnsf.:
On the basis of these promises, the Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth and the. eaders C{l
the Alabama Christian Movement for Human Rights agreed {0 a moratorium on f
demonstrations. As the weeks and months went by, we realized that we were ht he
victims of a broken promise. A few signs, briefly removed, returned; the others
fer;??i‘i-o many past experiences, our hopes had been blgsted, and the shadowfof
deep disappointment settled upon us. We had no alterflatlve except tofplrePareozz
direct action, whereby we would present our very bodies as a means aymgf )
case before the conscience of the local and the national community. Mlndf.\.ll of the
difficulries involved, we decided to undertake a process of self—punﬁcatlon.lWE:
began a series of workshops on nonviolence, apci ':':'e“repeateclly asked ozrse \:;Z
“Are you ahle to accept blows without retaliating?” “Are you able to endure
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ordeal of jail?” We decided to schedule our direct-action program for the Easter
season, realizing that except for Christmas, this is the main shopping period of the
year. Knowing that a strong economic withdrawal program would be the by-product
of direct action, we felt thar this would be the best time to bring pressure to bear
on the merchants for the needed change.

Then it occurred to us thar Birmingham’s mayoralty election was coming up in
March, and we speedily decided to postpone action until after election day. When
we discovered that the Commissioner of Public Safety, Eugene “Bul]” Connor, had
piled up enough votes to be in the run-off we decided again to postpone action until
the day after the run-off so that the demonstrations could not be used to cloud the
issues. Like many others, we waited to see M. Connor defeated, and to this end we
endured postponement after postponement. Having aided in this community need,
we felt that our direce-action program could be delayed no longer.

You may well ask: “Why direct action? Why sit-ins, marches and so forth? Isn't
negatiation a better path?” You are quite right in calling for negotiarion. Indeed,
this is the very purpose of direct action. Nonviolent direct action seeks to create
such a crisis and foster such a tension thar a community which has constantly
refused to negotiate is forced to confront the issue. It seeks so to dramatize the issue
that it can no longer be ignored. My citing the creation of tension as part of the
work of the nonviolent-resister may sound rather shocking. But I must confess that
I am not afraid of the word “tension.” | have earnestly opposed violent tension, but
there is a type of constructive, nonviolent tension which is necessary for growth.
Just as Socrares felt that it was necessary to create a tension in the mind so that
individuals could rise from the bondage of myths and half-truths to the unfetrered
realm of creative analysis and objective appraisal, we must see the need for nonvio-
tent gadflies to creare the kind of tension in society that will help men rise from
the dark depths of prejudice and racism to the majestic heights of understanding
and brotherhaod,

The purpase of our direct-action program is to create a situation so crisis-packed
that it will inevicably open the door to negotiation. I therefore conceur with you in
our call for negotiation. Too tong has our beloved Souchland been bogged down in
a tragic effort to live in monologue rather than dialogue.

One of the basic points in your statement is that the action that [ and tny associ-
ates have taken in Birmingham is untimely. Some have asked: “Why didn’t you give
the new city administration time to act?” The only answer thar I can give to this
query is that the new Birmingham administration must be prodded about as much
as the outgoing one, before ir will acr. We are sadly mistaken if we feel that the
election of Albert Boutwell as mayor will bring the millennium to Birmingham.
While Mr. Boutwell is a much more gentle person than Mr. Connor, they are both
segregationists, dedicated to maintenance of the status quo. [ have hope that Mr,
Boutwell will be reasonable enough to see the futility of massive resistance to deseg-
regarion. But he will not see this wichour pressure from devatees of civil rights. My
friends, I must say to you that we have not made a single gain in civil rights without
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determined legal and nonviolent pressure. Lamentably, it i.s an hiétr:)criicall fact that
privileged groups seldom give up their privilege:s voluntarily. Indivi uaf1 Hﬁ?;\] see
the moral light and voluntarily give up their unjust posture; Fmt,' as Rf:mI ald Nie-
buhr has reminded us, groups tend to be more unrnora? than mdwu:luaL?. -
We know through painful experience that freedom is never voluntarily given by
the oppressor; it must be demanded by the oppress::ac‘l. Frankl'y, I have yet tohenﬁage
in a direct-action campaign that was “well timed” in the view of those w od a[‘:e
not suffered unduly from the disease of segregation. Fpr years now [ hz'w.e hlear the
word “Wait!” It rings in the ear of every Negro with piercing fan_uhanty. This
“Wait” has almost always meant “Never.” We must come to see, v:zlnth one of our
distinguished jurists, that “justice too long delayed is justice de'med. i
We have waited for more than 340 vears for our coflstlltutlonal and Go “given
rights. The nations of Asia and Africa are moving with jetlike speed towarccil gaining
political independence, but we still creep at horse-and-buggy pace towar gam;nlg
a cup of coffee at a lunch counter. Perhaps it is easy for those who have never felt
the stinging dark of segregation to say, “Wair.” Bur when y(?u have seen \[flmous
mobs lynich your mothers and fathess at will and drown your sisters and br}i’-tuets at
whim; when you have seen hate-filled policemen curse, kick and even ki .ylt.jur
black brothers and sisters; when you see the vast majority of your twenty nf'xflll ion
Negro brothers smothering in an airtight cage of poverty in the midst }?f an affluent
society; when you suddenly find your tongue twisted and your specc stalinmexl';?g
as you seek to explain to your six-year-old daughter whY .she cant't go to the pl{l‘ ic
amusement park that has just been advertised on television, and see tears wed ing
up int her eyes when she is told that Funtown is closed to colored children, and see
ominous clouds of inferiority beginning to form in her lictle rn.ental sky, and see he‘;
beginning to distort her personality by developing an unconscious bitterness to:ar'
white people; when you have to concoct an answer for a ﬁve—year-olf’ scu'g1 who is
asking: “Daddy, why do white people treat colored people. so mean?”; when YEU
take a cross-country drive and find it necessary to sleep mgh't after night in the
uncomfortable comers of your automobile because no motel Yvﬂ[‘:‘slccetpt, ,you; \?:hen
you are humiliated day in and day out by nagging signs. reading "white and"bcol,-,
ored”; when your first name becomes “nigger,” your n}}ddle name becomes? oyd
(however old you are} and your last name becomes “John,” and your wife and
mother are never given the respected title “Mrs.”; when you are hamec-:l by day an
haunted by night by the fact that you are a Negro, living constan‘tly ar tiptc{»:e stanccii
never quite knowing what to expect next, and are plagued .w1th inner farsb a(rjl'
outer resentments; when you are forever fighting a degeneraltmg sense of “no odi-
ness” then you will understand why we find it difficult to wait. There comesla mnde
when the cup of endurance runs over, and men are no longer willing to l:‘na ) unged
into the abyss of despair. 1 hope, sirs, you can understand our legitimate an
voidable impatience. N
unq’o?;cixpress g great deal of anxiety over our willingness to break laws.bThlshls
certainly a legitimate concern. Since we so diligently urge people to obey the
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Supreme Court’s decision of 1954 outlawing segregation in the public schools, at
first glance it may seem racher paradoxical for us consciously to break laws. One
may well ask: “How can you advocate breaking some laws and obeying others?” The
answer lies in the fact that there are two types of laws: just and unjust. [ would be
the first to advocate obeying just laws. One has not only a [egal but a moral responsi-
bility to obey just laws. Conversely, one has a moral responsibility to disobey unjust
laws. I would agree with St. Augustine that “an urjust law is no law ar all.”

Now, what is the difference between the two? How does one determine whether
a law is just or unjuse? A just law is 2 man-made code thar squares with the mora]
law or the law of God. An unjust law is a code that is out of harmony with the
moral [aw. To put it in the terms of St Thomas Aquinas: An unjust law is a human
law that is not rooted in erernal law and natural law. Any law that uplifes human
personality is just. Any law that degrades human personality is unjust. All segrega-
tion stacutes are unjust because segregation distorts the soul and damages the per-
sonality. It gives the segregator a false sense of superiority and the segregated a false
sense of inferiority. Segregation, to use the terminology of the Jewish philosopher
Martin Buber, substitutes an “I-it" relationship for an “I-thou” relationship and
ends up relegating persons to the status of things, Hence segregation is not only
politically, economically and sociologically unsound, it is morally wrong and awfyl,
Paul Titlich said thar sin is separation. Is not segregation an existential expression
“of man’s tragic separation, his awful estrangement, his terrible sinfulness? Thus it
is that I can urge men to obey the 1954 decision of the Supreme Court, for ir is
morally right; and [ can uige them ta disobey segregation ordinances, for they are
morally wrong.

Let us consider a more concrete example of just and unjust laws. An unjust [aw
is a code that a numerical or power majority group compels a minority group to
obey but does not make binding on itself. This is difference made legal. By the same
token, a just law is a code thar a majority compels a minority to follow and that it
is willing to follow itself. This i sameness made legal,

Let me give another explanation. A law s unjust if it is inflicted on a minority
that, as a result of being denied the right to vate, had no part in enacting or devising
the law. Who can say thar the legislature of Alabama which set up that state’s segre-
gation laws was democratically elecred? Throughout Alabama all sorts of devious
methods are used to prevent Negroes from becoming registered voters, and there are
some counties in which, even though Negroes constitute a majority of the popula-
tion, not a single Negro is registered. Can any law enacted under such circum-
stances be considered democratically scructured?

Sometimes 2 law is just on its face and unjust in its application. For instance, |
have been arrested on a charge of parading without a permit. Now, there is nothing
wrong in having an ordinance which requires a permit for a parade. Bur such an
ordinance becomes unjust when it is used to maintain segregation and to deny citi-
zens the First Amendment privilege of peaceful assembly and protest.

I hope you are able 1o face the distinction | am trying to point out. In no sense
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do I advocate evading or defying the law, as would the rabid segregationist. .That
1d lead to anarchy. One who breaks an unjust law must d‘o 50 Qpenly, lovingly,
wo:il ith a willingness to accept the penalty. | submit that an individual who breals
Em1 wrhat conscience tells him is unjust and who willingly accepts the penalty of
?mm:’isonment in order to arouse the conscience of the community over its injustice,
;s ipr,1 reality expressing the highest respect for l?.w. o . |
Of course, there is nothing new about this kind of civil disobedience. It was e'ifz«
denced sublimely in the refusal of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego to obey the
laws of Nebuchadnezzar, on the ground that a higher mo-ra'E law was at stake. It.was
practiced superbly by the early Christians, who were willing to face hungry hf)ns
and the excruciating pain of chopping blocks rather than ‘submlt to certain unjust
laws of the Roman Empire. To a degree, academic free:dom is a reality today because
Socrates practiced civil disobedience. [n our own nartion, the Boston Tea Party rep-
resented a massive act of civil disobedience. N ) )
We should never forget that everything Adolf Hitler did in Germﬁpy was legal
and everything the Hungarian freedom fighters did in Hungary was illegal.” It lx;vacs]
“illegal” to aid and comfort a Jew in Hitler's Germany. Even so, | am sure that, ha
[ lived in Germany at the time, I would have aided and cor.nfortfed my Jewish broth-
ers. If today I lived in 2 Communist country where certain prm‘uples dear to th'e
Christian faith are suppressed, I would openly advacate disobeying that country’s
ireligious laws.
an;“rzgftmmake two honest confessions to you, my Christian and _]ewis'h brot.hers.
First, I must confess that over the past few years [ have been gravely ci.lsappomted
with the white moderate. I have almost reached the regrettak')le conclusion Fhat the
Negro's great stumbling block in his stride toward &eec?om is not the WhiFe Citi-
zen’s Counciler’ or the Ku Klux Klanner, but the white moderate, wh.o ts‘more
devoted to “order” than to justice; who prefers a negative peace‘whlch is the
absence of tension to a positive peace which is the presence of justice; who con-
stantly says: “1 agree with you in the goal you seek, but I cannot agree Vﬁ{lth your
methods of direct action”; who paternalistically believes he can set the timetable
for another man’s freedom; who lives by a mythical concept of cir‘r’xe and who con-
stantly advises the Negro to wait for a “more convenient season.” Shallow u1.'1cIer»
standing from people of good will is more frustratin‘g than absolute misun-
derstanding from people of il will. Lukewarm acceptance is much more bewildering
ight rejection.
th?t;x:gtﬁlgs;d tJl-Lat the white moderate would understand th.atl law .and order exist
for the purpose of establishing justice and that when they fail in Fhls purpose they
become the dangerously structured dams that block the flow of social progress. [ had
hoped that the white moderate would underscand chat che present tension in tl}e
South is a necessary phase of the transition from an obnoxious negative peace, in
which the Negro passively accepted his unjust plight, to a substantive and positive
peace, in which all men will respect the dignity and worth of human persona.hty.
Actually, we who engage in nonviolent direct action are not the creators of rension.
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We merely bring to the surface the hidden tension thar is already alive. We bring it
out in the open, where it can be seen and dealt with. Like a boil that can never be
cured so long as it is covered up but must be opened with all its ugliness to the
natural medicines of air and light, injustice must be exposed, with all the tension
its exposure creates, to the light of human conscience and the air of national opin-
ion before it can be cured.

[n your statement you assert that our actions, even though peaceful, must be con-
demned because they precipitate violence, But is this a logical assertion? Isn’t this
like condemning a robbed man because his possession of money precipitated the
evil act of robbery? Isn't this like condemning Socrates because his unswerving
commitment to truth and his philosophical inquiries precipitated the act by the
misguided populace in which they made him drink hemlock? Isn't this like con-
demning Jesus because his unique God-consciousness and never-ceasing devotion
to God's will precipitated the evil act of crucifixion? We must come to see that, as
the federal courts have consistently affirmed, it is wrong to urge an individual to
cease his efforts to gain his basic constitutional rights because the quest may precipi-
tate violence. Society must protect the robbed and punish the robber,

I 'had also hoped that the white moderate would reject the myth concerning time
in relation to the struggle for freedom. I have just teceived a letter from a white
brother in Texas. He writes: “All Christians know that the colored people will
receive equal rights eventually, but it is possible that you are in too great a religious
hurry. It has taken Christianity almost two thousand years to accomplish what it
has. The reachings of Christ take time to come to earth.” Such an attitude stems
from a tragic misconception of time, from the strangely rational notion that there
is something in the very flow of time that will inevitably cure all ills. Actually, time
itself is neutral; it can be used either destructively or constructively. More and more
I feel that the people of ill will have used time much more effectively than have the
people of good will. We will have to repent in this generation not merely for the
hateful words and actions of the bad people but for the appalling silence of the good
people. Human progress never rolls in on wheels of inevitability; it comes through
the tireless efforts of men willing to be co-workers wich God, and without this hard
work, time itself becomes an ally of the forces of social stagnation. We rmust use
time creatively, in the knowledge that the time is always ripe to do right. Now is
the time to make real the promise of democracy and transform our pending national
elegy into a creative psalm of brotherhood. Now is the time to lift our national
policy from the quicksand of racial injustice to the solid rock of human dignity.

You spealk of our activity in Birmingham as extreme. Ac first I was rather disap-
pointed that fellow clergymen would see my nonviolent efforts as those of an
extremist. [ began thinking about the fact that we stand in the middle of two oppos-
ing forces in the Negro community. One is a force of complacency, made up in part
of Negroes who, as a result of long years of oppression, are so drained of self-respect”
and a sense of “somebodiness” that they have adjusted to segregation; and in part
of a few middle class Negroes who, because of a degree of academic and economic
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security and because in some ways they profit by segregation, have become insensi-
tive to the problems of the masses. The other farce is one of bitterness and hatred,
and it comes perilously close to advocating violence. It is expressed in the various
black nationalist groups that are springing up across the nation, the largest and best-
known being Elijah Muhammad's Muslim movement.> Nourished by the Negro’s
frustration over the continued existence of racial discrimination, this movement is
made up of people who have lost faith in America, who have absolutely repudiated
Christianity, and who have concluded that the white man is an incorrigible “devil.”

I have tried to stand between these two forces, saying that we need emulate nei-
ther the "do-nothingism” of the complacent nor the hatred and despair of the black
nationalist. For there is the more excellent way of love and nonviolent protest. I
am grateful to God that, through the influence of the Negro church, the way of
nonviolence became an integral part of our struggle.

If this philosophy had not emerged, by now many streets of the South would, I
am convinced, be flowing with blood. And [ am further convinced thar if our white
brothers dismiss as “rabble-rousers” and “outside agitators” those of us who employ
nonviolent direct action, and if they refuse to supportt our nonviolent efforts, mil-
lions of Negroes will, out of frustration and despair, seek solace and security in
black-nationalist ideologies—a development that would inevitably lead to a fright-
ening racial nightmare.

Oppressed people cannot remain oppressed forever. The yearning for freedom
eventually manifests itself, and that is what has happened to the American Negro.
Something within has reminded him of his birthright of freedom, and something
without has reminded him that it can be gained. Consciously or unconsciously, he
has been caught up by the Zeitgeist, and with his black brothers of Africa and his
brown and yellow brothers of Asia, South America and the Caribbean, the United
States Negro is moving with a sense of great urgency toward the promised land of
racial justice. If one recognizes this vieal urge that has engulfed the Negro commu-
nity, one should readily understand why public demonstrations are taking place.
The Negro has many pent-up resentments and latent frustrations, and he must
release them. So let him march; let him make prayer pilgrimages to the city hall;
let him go on freedom rides—and try to understand why he must do so. If his
repressed emotions are not released in nonviolent ways, they will seek expression
through violence; this is not a threat but a fact of history. So [ have not said to my
people: “Get rid of your discontent.” Rather, | have tried to say that this normal
and healthy discontent can be channeled into the creative outlet of nonviolent
direct action. And now this approach is being termed extremist.

But though I was initially disappointed at being categorized as an extremist, as |
continued to think about the matter | gradually gained a measure of satisfacrion
from the label. Was not Jesus an extremist for love: “Love your enemies, bless them
that curse you, do good to them thar hate you, and pray for them which despitefully
use you, and persecute you." Was not Amos an extremist for justice: “Let justice
roll down like waters and rightecusness like an ever-flowing stream.” Was not Paul



47 Mariin Luther King, Jr.

an extremist for the Christian gospel: “I bear in my body the marks of the Lord
Jesus." Was not Martin Luther an extremist: “Here | stand; I cannot do otherwise,
so help me God.” And John Bunyan: “1 will stay in jail to the end of my days before
I make a butchery of my conscience.” And Abraham Lincoln: “This nation cannot
survive half slave and half free.” And Thomas Jefferson: “We hold these truths to
be self-evident, that all men are creared equal. .. .” So the question is not whether
we will be extremists, but what kind of extremists will we be. Will we be extremists
for hate or for love? Will we be extremists for the preservation of injustice or for the
extension of justice? In that dramatic scene on Calvary’s hill three men were cruci-
fied. We must never forget that all three were crucified for the same crime—the
crime of extremism. Two were extremists for immorality, and thus fell below their
environment. The other, Jesus Christ, was an extremist for tove, truth and goodness,
and thereby rose above his environment. Perhaps the South, the nation and the
world are in dire need of creative extremists.

I had hoped thar the white moderate would see this need. Perhaps | was too opti-
mistic; perhaps | expected too much. I suppose I should have realized that few mem-
bers of the oppressor race can understand the deep groans and passionate yearnings
of the oppressed race, and still fewer have the vision to see that injustice must be
rooted out by strong, persistent and determined action. I am thankful, however,
that some of our white brothers in the South have grasped the meaning of this social
revolution and committed themselves to it. They are still too few in quantity, but
they are big in quality. Some—such as Ralph McGill, Lillian Smith, Harry Golden,
James McBride Dabbs, Ann Braden and Sarah Patron Boyle—have written about
our struggle in eloquent and prophetic terms.* Others have marched with us down
nameless streets of the South, They have languished in filthy, roach-infested jails,
suffering the abuse and brutality of policemen who view them as “dirty nigger lov-
ers.” Unlike so many of their moderate brothers and sisters, they have recognized
the urgency of the moment and sensed the need for powerful “action” antidotes to
combat the disease of segregation.

Let me take note of my other major disappointment. I have been so greatly disap-
pointed with the white church and its leadership. Of course, there are some notable
exceptions. | am not unmindful of the fact that each of you has taken some signifi-
cant stands on this issue. 1 commend you, Reverend Stallings, for your Christian
stand on this past Sunday, in welcoming Negroes to your worship service on a nom-
segregated basis. | commend the Catholic leaders of this state for integrating Spring
Hill College several years ago.5

But despite these norable exceptions, I must honestly reiterate that I have been
disappointed with the church. | do not say this as one of those negative critics who
can always find something wrong with the church. I say this as a minister of the
gospel, who loves the church; who was nurtured in its bosom; who has been sus-
rained by its spiritual blessings and who will remain true to it as long as the cord of
Rio shall lengrhen.

When [ was suddenly carapulted into the leadership of the bus protest in Mont-
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gomery, Alabama, a few years ago, I felt we would be supported by the white church;
I felt chat che white ministers, priests and rabbis of the South wcnl.ald be among our
strongest allies. Instead, some have been outright opponents, refusing to understand
the freedom movement and mistepresenting its leadership; and too many others
have been mare cautious than courageous and have remained silent behind the
anesthetizing security of stained-glass windows, .

In spite of my shattered dreams, I came to Birmingham with the hope that the
white religious leadership of this community would see the justice of our cause atnd,
with deep moral concern, would serve as the channel through which our just griev-
ances could reach the power structure. I had hoped that each of you would under-
stand. But again I have been disappointed. ‘

1 have heard nurmerous southern religious leaders admonish their worshipers to
comply with a desegregation decision because it is the law, but I have longec? to hear
white ministers declare: "Follow this decree because integration is morally right and
because the Negro is your brother.” In the midst of blarant injustices infiicted upon
the Negro, | have watched white churchmen stand on the sideline and mouth pious
irrelevancies and sanctimonious trivialities. In the midst of a mighty struggle to rid
our nation of racial and economic injustice, 1 have heard many ministers say:
“Those are social issues, with which the gospel has no real concern.” And I h.ave
watched many churches commit themselves to a completely otherworldly religion
which makes a strange, non-Biblical distinction between body and soul, between
the sacred and the secular.

I have traveled the length and breadth of Alabama, Mississippi and all the other
southern states. On sweltering sumnmer days and crisp autumn mornings | have
looked at the South’s beautiful churches with their lofty spires pointing heaven-
ward. I have beheld the impressive outlines of her massive religious-education build-
ings. Over and over [ have found myself asking: “What kind of people worship here?
Who is their God? Where were their voices when the lips of Governor [Ross] Bar-
nett dripped with words of interposition and nullification? Where were they when
Governor [George] Wallace gave a clarion call for defiance and hatred? Whe{'e were
their voices of support when bruised and weary Negro men and women decided ta
rise from the dark dungeons of complacency to the bright hills of creative protest?

Yes, these questions are still in my mind. In deep disappointment 1 have wept
over the laxity of the church. But be assured that my tears have been tears of love.
There can be no deep disappointment where there is not deep love. Yes, I love the
church. How could I do otherwise? I am in the rather unique position of being the
son, the grandson and the great-grandson of preachers. Yes, I see the church as the
body of Christ. But, oh! How we have blemished and scarred that body through

social neglect and through fear of being nonconformists.

There was a time when the church was very powerful in the time when the early
Christians rejoiced at being deemed worthy to suffer for what they bellieved. In
those days the church was not merely a thermometer that recorded the ideas and

principles of popular opinion; it was a thermostat that transformed the mores of
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society. Whenever the early Christians entered a town, the people in power became
disturbed and immediately sought to convict the Christians for being “disturbers of
the peace” and “outside agitators.” But the Christians pressed on, in the conviction
that they were “a colony of heaven,” called to obey God rather than man. Small
in number, they were big in commirment. They were too God-intoxicated te be
“astronomically intimidated.” By their effort and example they brought an end to
such ancient evils as infanticide and gladiatorial concests.

Things are different now. So often the contemporary church is a weak, ineffec-
tual voice with an uncertain sound. So often it is an arch defender of the status
quo. Far from being disturbed by the presence of the church, the power structure of
the average community is consoled by the church’s silent and often even vocal sanc-
tion of things as they are.

But the judgment of God is upon the church as never befare. If today’s church
does not recapture the sacrificial spirit of the early church, it will lose its authentic-
ity, forfeit the loyalty of millions, and be dismissed as an irrelevant social club with
no meaning for the twentieth century. Every day I meet young people whose disap-
pointment with the church has turned into outright disgust.

Perhaps | have once again been too optimistic. Is organized religion too inextrica-
bly bound to the status quo to save our nation and the world? Perhaps I must turn
my faith to the inner spiritual church, the church within the church, as the true
ecclesia and the hope of the world. But again [ am thankful to God that some noble
souls from the ranks of organized religion have broken loose from the paralyzing
chains of conformity and joined us as active partners in the struggle for freedom.
They have left their secure congregations and walked the streets of Albany, Geor-
gia, with us. They have gone down the highways of the South on tortuous rides for
freedom. Yes, they have gone to jail with vs. Some have been dismissed from cheir
churches, have lost the suppore of their bishops and fellow ministers. But they have
acted in the faith that right defeated is stronger than evil eriumphant. Their witness
has been the spiritual salt chat has preserved the true meaning of the gospel in these
troubled times. They have carved a tunnel of hope through the dark mountain of
disappointment.

! hope the church as a whole will meet the challenge of this decisive hour. But
even if the church does not come to the aid of justice, I have no despair about the
future. I have no fear about the outcome of our struggle in Birmingham, even if
our motives are at present misunderstood. We will reach the goal of freedom in
Birmingham, and all over the nation, because the goal of America is freedom.
Abused and scorned though we may be, our destiny is tied up with America’s des-
tiny. Before the pilgrims landed at Plymouth, we were here. Before the pen of Jeffer-
son etched the majestic words of the Declaration of Independence across the pages
of history, we were here. For more than two centuries our forbears labored in this
country without wages; they made cotton king; they built the homes of their mas-
ters while suffering gross injustice and shameful humiliation—and yet out of a bot-
tomless vitality they continued to thrive and develop. If the inexpressible cruelties
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of stavery could not stop us, the opposition we now face will surely fail. W.e will win
our freedom because the sacred heritage of our nation and the etemal will of Ged
are embaodied in our echoing demands.

Before closing 1 feel impelled to mention one other point in your statement that
has troubled me profoundly. You warmly commended the Birmingham police force
for keeping “order” and “preventing violence.” I doubt that ylou.would have 50
warmly commended the police force if you had seen its dogs §1nkmg their teeth
into unarmed, nonviolent Negroes. I doubt that you would so quickly commend the
policemen if you were to observe their ugly and inhumane treatment of Negroes
here in the cicy jail; if you were to watch them push and curse old Negre women
and young Negro girls; if you were to see them s-lap and kick Df'd Negre men a‘nd
young boys; if you were to observe them, as they did on two oceasions, refuse'to give
us food because we wanted to sing our grace together. I cannot join you in your
praise of the Birmingham paolice department. o .

It is teue that the police have exercised a degree of discipline in handling th::,
demonstrators. In this sense they have conducted themselves rather “nom'f'iolently
in public. But for what purpose? To preserve the evil syslr.em of segregation. Over
the past few years | have consistently preached that nonwoleince demands that the
means we use must be as pure as the ends we seek. | have tried to make clear that
it is wrong to use immoral means to attain moral ends. But now I must afﬁrm that
it is just as wrang, or perhaps even more 5o, to use moral means to preserve 1mlmorai
ends. Perhaps Mr. [Eugene] Connor and his policemen have been rather nonvialent
in public, as was Chief Pritchett in Albany, Georgia but they h;'w'e us.ed the moral
means of nonviolence to maintain the immoral end of racial injustice. As T. S.
Eliot has said: “The last temptation is the greatest treason: To do the right deed for
the wrong reason.” .

[ wish you had commended the Negro sit-inners and demorxstratt?rs of B?u'-
mingham for their sublime courage, their willingness to suffer anc? their amazing
discipline in the midst of great provocation. One day the South will recognize its
real heroes. They will be the James Meredichs, with the noble sense of purpose.thac
enables them to face jeering and hostile mobs, and with the agonizing loneliness
that characterizes the life of the pioneer.t They will be old, oppressed, battered
Negro women, symbolized in a seventy-two-year-old woman in Molntgomery, A.la-
bama, who rose up with a sense of dignity and with her people dec1'ded not to ride
segregated buses, and who responded with ungrammatical prcl)ﬁmdlty E,O one wk'lo

inquired about her weariness: “My feets is tired, but my soul Is at rest. They will
be the young high school and college students, the young ministers of the gospel
and a host of their elders, courageously and nonviolently sitting in at lunck} count-
ers and willingly going to jail for conscience's sake. One day the South will know
that when these disinherited children of God sat down at lunch counters, they were
in reality standing up for what is best in the American dream and fqr the most
sacred values in our Judaeo-Christian heritage, thereby bringing our nation back to
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been writing from a comfortable desk, but what else can one do when he is alone
in a narrow jail cell, other than write long letters, think long thoughts and pray
long prayers?

If I have said anything in this letrer thar overstates the truth and indicates an
unreasonable impatience, | beg you to forgive me. If | have said anything that

for anything less than brotherhood, I beg God to forgive me.

I'hope this letrer finds you strong in the faith, 1 also hope that circumstances will
soon make it possible for me to meet each of you, not as an integrationist or a civil
righes teader but as a fellow clergyman and a Christian brother. Let us all hope
that the dark clouds of racial prejudice will soon pass away and the deep fog of
misunderstanding will be lifred from our fear-drenched communities, and in some
not too distant tomorrow the radiant stars of love and brotherhood will shine over
our great nation with all their scintiflating beauty.

Yours for the cause of Peace and
Brotherhaod,
Martin Luther King, Jr.
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ial activism.
Miss,” and went on to a career of social a



Chapter Two

Malcolm X

Born Malcolm Litt]e on May 19, 1925, in Omaha, Nebraska, to Louisa Little, from
the West Indies, and Farl Little, a Baptist preacher and a member of Marcus Gar.
vey's Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA), as a child Malcolm X
faced racist terror and isolation. The Ku Klyx Klan burned down his famil
and were suspected in his father’s murder. Upon his mother's institutionalization,
welfare agencies separated him and his siblings, placing them into various whire
foster homes. Young Malcolm’s aspications to become lawyer were ridiculed and
discouraged by racist teachers and schooling,
As black militancy rose with World War II, Malcolm Lj
became part of hipster and gangster culture, 200t suiting, “
avoiding formal wage labor whenever possible. In 1943, he worked 4 train berween
Boston and New York City, engaging in petty hustling, drug dealing, plmping, and
gambling. In 1946, apprehended in Boston for burglary, he surrendered without vig-
lence. In his autobiography, he reflects, “I believe thac Allah was with me even
then. [ didn't try to shoot him [the arresting officer] and that saved my life."t He
was tried and convicted with his friends, “Shorty” and rwo upper-tiddle-class
white women, the [arer of whom received lesser bail and shorrer sentences. Both

¥’s home

tele, the young adult,
conking” his hair, and

with affluent white women than with the criminal charges.
Prison transformed Lirle. He began studying the teachings of Elijah Muhammad

political ideology and praxis. In 1952, the NOI gave him the surname
the fact thar his African name remained unknown. The political and inrellecrugl
changes that Malcalm X underwent in prison suggest that the attraction to the NCI
was bath religious and political: the Nation of Islam provided 5 vehicle for spirirual.

"X to reflect
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ity while providing a mechanism for addressing black repression and humiliation
undfﬂi w}:cieff;lrir?;:;z in 1934, the year of the Supreme Court school desegrega-
tioierzi]iitg, Brown v Board of Education, Malcolm X wc?rked asa f.ur.nitun'z salesm{m
d auto-assemblyman, and immediately began speaking as a minister in temples
o the country. He founded Muhammad Speaks, the NOI newspaper, and led- or
i ted in rallies confronting local police brutality and racism. He married
parmlsp:;ders (Betty Shabazz) in 1958, and fathered four daughrers. In the 19(5?(]?,
B.CCW tjre as a national NOI leader grew as he offered public support for the civi]
h‘lshstzamovement and militancy, with sit-ins and the 1960 formation of the S.tf.lc%ent
;inviolent Coordinating Commitree (SNCC). Malcolm X freque:rftlyl crlﬁlcnzlec!
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s pacifism, and offered SUPPOTT to SNCC n'ldma 5. ;: a ig
supported the independence movements and revolutionary liberation struggles
de;-cl)ilf ;zoewﬁf;“i;sdership soon posed a threat to Elijah Muhammad. When Mall_
colm X learned that the NOI's spiritual and moral 1elac[er had fathered mglltﬁ:v z
children by former secretaries and young women, tensions gte\.n{ betwdeizr.rt tfer o
men and within the organization. In 1963 Elijah Muhammad si en‘t‘:eh. 111111 of ;
public comment describing the assassination of John F. Kennedy as “chic fens cI:oIr‘nE
ing home to roost”—referencing Kennedy's suppo}rt for .EiSSElSSiDaEl(Jl:I;lS c&) Sc])\(/:{la ::sil
leaders such as Cuba’s Fidel Castro and the ango s Patrice Lum}:m a% 1 1{1 %:'nd
8, 1964, Malcolm X announced his resignano.n from the Natm;}l of Is a;::ild !
fc:rmed the Muslim Mosque, Inc., a new Islamic movement, SEE cm%1 tcly{ uild 2
broader base by working with civil rights leaders. Allso in 1964, ﬁ made da}gﬁmt
took the name El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz. On the ip to Mecca,' e[v:}te et
and several African nations, meeting with anticolonialist leaders (inclu 1irtg wa e
Nkrumah, Ghana’s first president). Attempting to fosteF sul?,port for the ?nmé o
national liberation struggles of African and “Afro-American .peoples,. e [O::vels
the Orpanization of Afro-American Unity (OAAU). T'hese mterréltlonal I ;tem.
and political meetings likely exposed him to the attention of th; Einm; el
gence Agency (CIA). Upon returning to the Umted' States, for t.le‘ o ‘ Maf
months, Malik El-Shabazz wotked with SNCC and Fannie Loy Hamer; Vl'{lSltfa .
tin Luther King, Jr., when King was jailed in Selma, {‘Xl?bama; anci sp; e tire Z . l}:
against racist injustice, as well as capiralism and impenaltsp. Malcolm fwas assmhs
nated in February 1965, by men associated with the Nation 9f Is.[am,FaBtsr rm:c)1 e
of death threats, surveillance by the Federal Bureau of Invc?stlga??rf ( | , an
firebombing of his home (allegedly by members of the Nation of Islam).
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The Ballot or the Bullet (Abridged)

April 3, 1964

Mr. Moderator, Brother [Louis E.] Lomax, brothers and sisters, friends and enemies:
I just can't believe everyone in here is a friend and I don't want to leave anybody
out. The question tonight, as I understand it, is “The Negro Revolt, and Where Do
We Go From Here?” or “What Next? In my little humble way of understanding it,
it points roward either the ballot or the byllet.

Before we try and explain what is meant by the ballot or the bullet, I would like
to clarify something concerning myself. I'm still a Muslim, my religion is still Islam.
That’s my personal belief. Just as Adam Clayton Powell is a Christian minister who
heads the Abyssinian Baptist Church in New York, but at the same time takes part
in the political struggles to try and bring about rights to the black people in this
country; and Dr. Martin Luther King is a Christian minister down in Atlanta, Geor-
gia, who heads another organization fighting for the civil rights of black people in
this country; and Rev. [Milton] Galamison, [ guess you've heard of him, is another
Christian minister in New York who has been deeply involved in the schaol boy-
cotts to eliminate segregated education; well, 1 myself am a minister, not a Christian
minister, but a Muslim miniscer; and I believe in action on all frones by whatever
means necessary. .

Although I'm still a Muslim, I'm not here tonight to discuss my religion. I'm not
here to try and change your religion. I'm not here to argue or discuss anything that
we differ about, because it's time for us to submerge our differences and realize that
it is best for us to first see that we have the same problem, a common problem, a
problem that will make you carch hell whether you're a Baptist, or a Methodist, or
a Muslim, or a nationalist. Whether you're educated or illiterate, whether you live
on the boulevard or in the alley, you're going to catch hell just like I am. We're all
in the same boat and we ail are going to catch the same hell from the same man.
He just happens to be a white man. All of us have suffered here, in this country,
political oppression at the hands of the white man, economic exploitation at the
hands of the white man, and social degradation at the hands of the white man.

Now in speaking like this, it doesn't mean that we're anti-white, but it does mean
we're anti-exploitation, we're anti-degradation, we're anti-oppression. And if the
white man doesn't want us to be anti-him, let him stop oppressing and exploiting
and degrading us. Whether we are Christians or Muslims or nationalists or agnostics
or atheists, we must first learn to forget our differences. If we have differences, let us
differ in the closer; when we come out in front, let us not have anything to argue
about until we get finished arguing with the man. If the late President [John F}
Kennedy could get together with [N ikita] Khrushchev and exchange some wheat,
we certainly have more in commeon with each other than Kennedy and Khrushchev

had with each other.
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Don't let anybody tell you anything about “the odds are against you.” If they
draft you, they send you to Korea and make you face 800 million Chinese, If you
can be brave over there, you can be brave right here, These odds aren’t ag Ereat as
those odds. And if you fight here, you will a least know whar you're fighting for,

I'm nor a politician, not even a student of politics; in fact, I'm not a student of
much of anything, I'm not g Democrat, I'm not o Republican, and | don't even
consider myself an American, If you and [ were Americans, there'd be no problem.
Those Hunkies thar just got off the boa, they're already Americans; Polacks are
already Americans; the Italian refugees are already Americans, Everything that
came out of Europe, every blue-eyed thing, is already an American, And as long as
you and I have been over here, we aren't Americans yer,

Well, I am one who doesn'’t believe in detuding myself, P'm not going to sit at
your table and watch You eat, with nothing on my plate, and call myszlf a diner.
Sitting ar the eable doesn't make you a diner, unless you eat some of what’s on that
plate. Being here in America doesn't make you an American,. Being born here in
America doesn’t malke you an American. Why, if birth made you American, you
wouldn't need any legislation, you wouldn't need any amendments ro the Constity-
tion, you wouldn't be faced with civil-rights flibustering in Washington, D.C,, right
now. They don't have to pass civil-rights legislation to make a Polack an Americar.

No, I'm not an American. I'm one of the 22 million black people who are the
victims of Americanism, One of the 22 million black people who are the victims
of democracy, nothing but disguised hypocrisy. So, I'm no¢ standing here speaking
Lo you as an American, or a patriot, or a flag-saluter, or o ﬁag—waver—-no, not . 'm
speaking as a vicrim of this American system. And [ see America through the eyes
of the victim. I don' see any American dream; | see an American nighrmare.

These 22 million vicrims are waking up. Their &yes are coming open. They're

mature. They are realizing that there gre new political trends from coast to coast.
As they see these new political trends, it’s possible for them 1o see that every time
there’s an election the races are so close that they have o have a recount. They had
to recount in Massachusetts to see who was going to he govemner, it was so close, [t
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i d, in Minnesota, and in many other parts of the
was che 52?13 ::Z slgmp;hvc:r?:hlzllg}?n] Kennedy and [Richard] Nixon when they ran
countf)’l-d t. It was so close they had to count all over again.! Well, what does this
for prssllt frizf;ns that when white people are evenly divided, and black people l.1a\‘.re
m;la;;:. of votes of their own, it is left up to them to determine who's going to sit in
: i 0's going to be in the dog house. .
th(;cv\g:slt:ii‘{ k(;l:ii?gnzllotegthatg put the present administratiorll [of Lyndon Baines
Johnsen] in Washington, D.C. Your vote, your dumb vote, your 1ﬁnorant \gx:, yc:::

ted vote put in an administration in Washmgtor't, D.C., that Fls seen' ttop
- kind of legislation imaginable, saving you until last, then ﬁhbustermg on top
E;'E?fat And your and my leaders have the audacity to run around clapping .thexr
Em:ds z'mc[ talk about how much progress we're making. And \that a gqod premgegt
we have. If he wasn't good in Texas, he sure can't be good.m. \?.Vas_hmgt;r;t,. , t:
Because Texas is a lynch state. It is in the same breath as MlSS[S-SippL,A no di fere.nk{
E; they lynch you in Texas with a Texas accent and lynch you in Mississippi wit
Onl\)I(ississyippi accent. And these Negro leaders have the audacity to go af\d have
3 me coffee in the White House with a Texan, a Southern cracker—that’s all he
'So-—and then come out and tell you and me that he’s going to be betrer for us
Ilgsecause, since he's from the South, he knows how to deal Wlth‘ d.'le.so.}lt:er::i
What kind of logic is that? Let [Senator James Q.] Eastland [D—le&lsfill}:plh e pthan
dent, he’s from the South too. He should be better able to dea with them
JOI;ESSIZ.S present administration rhey have in the House .Df Re?re}fenl_tlatwesvife?
Democrats to only 177 Republicans. They control two-thirds o St e ou;sle X an;
Why can't they pass something that will help you and me? In tbu? enste, t] ?thﬂm
sixty-seven senators who are of the Democratic Party. Only thirty-t reiai 0 e
are Republicans. Why, the Democrats have got the government sewef:: L;,I_-)?,Four
you're the one who sewed it up for them. And what ljaa‘ve Fhey gwft'r; you for t. ou
years in office, and just now getting around to sorr}e c1v%i—r:ghts‘ legislation. Jus dn la.
after everything else is gone, cl):t of the \f:ﬂay,‘they re go:;itct:;:; cig\;f: ;?fvﬁ?;; ! 3 : ry
i Il summer long—the same old giant con g ; . .
le?tggzeaa[re in cahc:c’tsfg together, Don’t you ever tbink tE}ey re nof;: in gihzofj
together, for the man that is heading the civil-rights ﬁl.:buster isa man omhe eaa:;l i :
named Richard Russell. When Johnson becami p.remclilent, th,e Erst malzat ne oske:
for when he got back to Washington, D.C., was chlq’( —-uthgt 5 l?w nigd " ‘,; me.
That's his boy, that's his pal, that's his buddy. BuL: they te playmgit ar oh cihegr Om;
One of them makes believe he's for ym[i. ant;l1 ‘he s golf it fixed where the o
i i i he never has to keep his promise. .
; SSOOEEE ttiarii[?;t IYQO;:[» to wake up. And when you see them coming up with that
i i know your eyes are open. And let them know you got
kind of conspiracy, let them y Y N | o You ot
something else that's wide open too. It's got to be: the. allot or t eh » . The
ballot or the bullet. If you're afraid to use an expression like that, you shou bgek :
aut of the country, you should get back in the cotron patch, you should get back in
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the alley. They get all che Negro vote, and after they get it, the Negro gets nothing
in return. All they did when they got to Washington was give a few big Negroes big
jobs. Those big Negroes didn’t need big jobs, they already had jobs. That’s camoy.
flage, that's trickery, that's tecachery, window-dressing. I'm not trying to knock out
the Democrats for the Republicans, we'll get to them in a minute. But it is true—
you put the Democrats first and the Demacrats put you last.

Look at it the way it is. What alibis do they use, since they control Congress and

the Senate? Whar alibi do they use when you and [ ask, “Well, when are you going
to keep your promise?” They blame the Dixiecrats. What is o Dixiecrat? A Demo-
crat. A Dixiecrat is nothing bur a Democrat in disguise. The titular head of the
Democrats is also the head of the Dixiecrats, because the Dixiecrars are a part of
the Democratic Party. The Democrats have never kicked the Dixiecrats out of the
party. The Dixiecrats bolted themselves once, but the Democrats didn’t put them
out. Imagine, these lowdown Southern segregationists put the Northern Democrats
down. But the Northern Democrats have never put the Dixiecrats down. No, look
at that thing the way it is, They have got a con game going on, a polirical con game,
and you and I are in the middle. IE's vime for you and me to wake up and start
looking at it like it is, and trying to understand it like it is; and then we can deal
with it like it is.

The Dixiecrats in Washington, D.C., control the key committees thar run the
government. The only reason the Dixiecrars control these committees is because
they have seniority. The only reason they have seniority is because they come from

be in Washington. Half of the senators and congressmen who occupy these key
positions in Washington, D.C., are there illegally, are chere unconstitutionally,

I was in Washington, D.C., a week ago Thursday, when they were debating
whether or not they should let the bill come onto the floor. And in the back of the
room where the Senate meets, there’s a huge map of the United Stares, and on that
map it shows the location of Negroes throughout the country. And it shows rhat
the Southern section of the country, the states that are most heavily concentrated
with Negroes, are the ones that have senators and congressmen standing up filibus-
tering and doing all other kinds of trickery to keep the Negro from being able to
vote. This is pitiful. But it's not pitiful for us any longer; it’s actually pitiful for the
white man, because soon now, as the Negro awakens a little more and sees the vise
that he's in, sees the bag that he’s in, sees the rea] game that he’s in, then the
Negro's going to develop a new tactic.

These senators and congressmen actually violare the constitutional amendments
that guarantee the people of that particular state or county the right to vote. And
the Constitution itself has within ic the machinery to expel any representative from
a state where the voting rights of the people are violated. You don’t even need new
legislation. Any person in Congress right now, who is there from g state or a district
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where the voting rights of the people are vialated, Fhat par)ticular perscci)n shouilrd }l.ze
expelled from Congress. And when you expel btm,‘you‘ve remove onel o ft e
obstacles in the path of any real rneamngfu! leg:slatlon in this cou'ﬁtlr)y. nl acii
when you expel them, you don’t need new Eeg.islaftmn, because they will be rep ac}i
by black representatives from counties and districts where the black man is in the
jori in the minarity. .
mallfotr}lglbﬁocic man in these tgcnuthern states had his full voting.rights, tf.‘LE key Dixg—
crats in Washington, D.C., which means the lcley Democrats in Washmgtoln, D. 1&
would lose their seats. The Democratic Party itself would lose its power. It v»;gub
cease to be powerful as a party. When you see the amount of power t:ha}t3 wouh e
lost by the Democratic Party if it were to‘ lose the Dixiecrat wing, or ranch, or
element, you can see where it's against the interests of the Dfamocratsl, to give votmcg1
rights to Negroes in states where the Dernocrat’s have been in comp ete-p}?wer an
authority ever since the Civil War. You just can't belong to that Party without ana-
lyzllr;ga;t:stgain, I'm not anti-Democrat, I'm not anti-Republican, I'm nol_f antli—ar,w-
thing. I'm just questioning their sincerity, and some of the strategy that tlecyi( ve
been using on our people by promising them promises that lthey ch::r;j t intend to
keep. When you keep the Demeocrats in power, you're keeping the Lxlljecsats in
power. I doubt that my good Brother Lomax will deny‘that. A vote for a Democrat
is a vote for a Dixiecrat. That's why, in 1964, it's time now for you and' me to
become more politically mature and realize what the b,allot is for; wha‘t we're sup-
posed to get when we cast a ballot; and that if we don't cast a hal,lot,. 1;;5 gog&gﬂto
end up in a situation where we're going to have ta cast a bullet. It’s either a ballot
t.
> Fnbfl-leeNorth, they do it a different way. They have a system that’s knEWn .:135
gerrymandering, whatever that means. [t means when Negroes bec:.olrne too eavllrl y
concentrated in a certain area, and begin to gain too much pohmcgl power, the
white man comes along and changes rthe district lines. You way say, \X,/hy do you
keep saying white man?’ Because it's the white man who does it. I. hav:lzrf t f}:lver s;;atr;
any Negro changing any lines. They don’t ler him gec near the line. It's the w ;
man who does this. And usually, it's the white man who grins at you the- mgit, a;)n
pats you on the back, and is supposed to be your friend. He may be friendly, but
! r friend. -
hego?‘;t}z;ul’m trying to impress upon you, in esse,nce, is thisi Youand 1 in Amence-t
are faced not with a segregationist conspiracy, we're faced with a government con
spiracy. Everyone who's filibustering is a senator—that's the :govemment. Every;ne
who's finagling in Washingron, D.C., is a congressman—that's the govemmenti: 1ou
don't have anybody putting blocks in your path but people who are a Pafrt ° E}:e
government. The same government that you go abroad to ﬁgi?t for‘ and die or is the
government that is in a conspiracy to deprive you of your voting rights, d‘eprwe ycn;
of your economic opportunities, deprive you of decent hous‘m‘g, deprive you o
decent education. You don't need to go to the employer alone, it is the government
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itself, the government of America, that is responsible for the oppression and exploi-
tation and degradation of black people in this country. And you should drop it in
their lap. This government has failed the Negro. This so-called democracy has failed
the Negro. And all these whire liberals have definirely failed the Negro.

So, where do we go from here? First, we need some friends. We need SOME new
allies. The entire civil-rights struggle needs a new interpretation, a hroader inter-
pretation. We need to look at this civil-rights thing from another angle—from the
inside as well as from the outside. To those of us whase philosophy is black national-
ism, the only way you can get involved in the civil-rights struggle is to give it a new
interpretation. That old interpretation excluded us. [t kept us out. So, we're piving
a new interpretation to the civil-rights struggle, an interpreration that will enable
us to come into it, take part in it. And these handkerchief-heads who have been
dillydallying and pussyfooting and compromising—we don’t intend to let them
pussyfoot and dillydally and compromise any longer.

How can you thank a man for giving you what's already yours? How then can
you thank him for giving you only part of what's already yours! You haven’t even
made progress if what's being given to you, you should have had already. That’s not
progress. And [ love my Brother Lomax, the way he pointed out we're right back
where we were in 1954, We're not even as far up as we were in 1954, We're behind
where we were in 1954. There's more segregation now than there was in 1954.
There’s more racial animosity, more racial hatred, more racial violence today in
1964, than there was in 1954. Where is the progress?

And now you're facing a situation where the young Negro’s coming up. They
don’t want to hear that “turn-the-other-cheek” stuff, no. In Jacksonville, those were
teenagers, they were throwing Molotov cocktails.? Negroes have never done rhat
before. But it shows you there's a new deal coming in. There’s new thinking coming
in. There's new strategy coming in. It'll be Molotoy cocktails this month, hand
grenades next month, and something else next month. I'll be ballots, or it'll be
bullets, It'll be liberty, or it will be death. The only difference about this kind of
death—it’ll be reciprocal. You know whar is meant by “reciprocal”? That's one of
Brother Lomax's words, I stole it from him. I don't usually deal with those big words
because I don’t usually deal witch big people. I deal with small peaple. I find you can
get a whole lot of small people and whip hell out of a whole lot of big people. They
haven't got anything to lose, and they've got every thing to gain. And they'll let
you know in a minute: “t takes two to tango; when | go, you go.”

The black nationalists, those whose philosophy is black nationalism, in bringing
about this new interpretation of the entire meaning of civil rights, look upon it as
meaning, as Brother Lomax has pointed our, equality of opportunity. Well, we're
justified in seeking civil rights, if it means equality of opportunity, because all we're
doing there is trying to collect for our investment. Our mothers and fathers invested
sweat and blood. Three hundred and ten years we worked in this country without a

dime in return—I mean without a dime in return. You let the white man walk
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around here talking about how rich this country is.1 but you never stop to think how
it got rich so quick. It got rich because you made it rich. ' ’

You take the people who are in this audience right now. They're poor, we're all
poor as individuals. Qur weekly salary individually amounts to hardly anything. Bur
if you take the salary of everyone in here collectively it'll fill up a whole 10.': of
baskets. It’s a lot of wealth. If you can collect the wages of just these people rlght
here for a year, you'll be rich—richer than rich. When you look at it like that, think
how rich Uncle Sam had to become, not with this handful, but millions of black
people. Your and my mother and father, who didn't work an eight-hour shift, bue
worked from “can’t see” in the moming until “ecan’t see” at night, and woeked for
nothing, making the white man rich, making Uncle Sam rich. .

This is our investment. This is our contribution—our blood. Not only did we give
of our free labor, we gave of our blood. Every time he had a call to arms, we were
the first ones in uniform. We died on every battlefield the white man had. We have
made a greater sacrifice than anybody who's standing up in America today. We have
made a greater contribution and have collected less. Civil rights, for tl',lOSE .Of us
whose philosophy is black nationalism, means: “Give it to us now. Don't wait for
next year. Give it to us yesterday, and that’s not fast enough.” . -

I might stop right here to point out one thing. Whenever you re going after some-
thing that belongs to you, anyone who's depriving you of the right to ha\«:e itisa
criminal. Understand that. Whenever you are going after something that is yours,
you are within your legal rights to lay claim to it. And anyone who puts .forth any
effort to deprive you of that which is yours, is breaking the law, is a criminal. /:"md
this was pointed out by the Supreme Court decision. It outlawed segregation. )
Which means segregation is against the law. Which means a segregationist: is break-
ing the law. A segregationist is a criminal. You can't label him as anything ot.her
than that. And when you demonstrate against segregation, the law is on your side.
The Supreme Court is on your side.

Now, who is it that opposes you in carrying out the law? The police department
itself. With police dogs and clubs. Whenever you demonstrate against segregatior},
whether it is segregated education, segregated housing, or anything else, the law is
on your side, and anyone who stands in the way is not the law any longer. They are
breaking the law, they are not representatives of the law. Any time you demopstrate
against segregation and a man has the audacity to put a police dogl on you, kill that
dog, kill him, I'm telling you, kill that dog. I say it, if they put me in jail tomorrou:,
kill that dog. Then you'll put a stop to it. Now, if these white people in here dqn t
want to see that kind of action, get down and tell the mayor to tell the police
department to pull the dogs in. That's all you have to do. If you don’t do it, someone
else will.

If you don't take this kind of stand, your little children will grow up and’look at
you and think “shame.” If you don't take an uncompromising stand—I don’t mean
go out and get violent; but at the same time you should never be nonviolent flnless
you run into some nonviolence. I'm nonviolent with those who are nonviolent
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with me. But when you drop that violence on me, then you've made me £0 insane,
and I'm not responsible for what I do. And that's the way every Negro should ger.
Any time you know you're within the law, within your legal rights, within your

for the goose is good for the gander,

When we begin to get in this area, we need new friends, we need new allies. We
need to expand the civil-rights struggle to a higher level—to the |evel of humar
righes. Whenever you are in a civil-rights struggle, whether you know ir Of Not, you
are confining yourself o the jurisdiction of Uncle Sam. No one from the outside
world can speak out in your behalf as long as your struggle is a civil-rights struggle,
Civil rights comes within the domestic affairs of this country. All of our African
brothers and our Asian brothers and our Latin-American brothers cannot apen
their mouths and interfere in the domestic affairs of the United States. And as long
as it's civil rights, this comes under the jurisdiction of Uncle Sam.

America are brought before the UN, and the Negro problem is never brought before
the UN. This is part of the conspiracy. This old, tricky, blue-eyed liberal who is

never tells you anything about human rights, They keep you wrapped up in civil
rights. And you spend so much time barking up the civil-rights tree, you don’t even
know there's a human-rights tree on the same floor.

When you expand the civil-rights struggle to the level of human rights, you can
then take the case of the black man in this country before the nations in the UN.
You can take it before the General Assembly.? You can cake Uncle Sam before a

rights keeps you under his restrictions, under his jurisdiction. Civil righes keeps you
in his pocket, Civil rights means you're asking Uncle Sam o trear you right. Human
rights are some thing you were born with. Human rights are your God given righs.
Human rights are the rights thae are recognized by all nations of this earth. And

Uncle Sam’s hands are dripping with blood, dripping with the blood of the black
man in this country. He's the earth's numbez-one hypocrite. He has the audacity—
yes, he has—imagine him posing as the leader of the free world. The free world)
And you over here singing “We Shall Overcome.” Expand the civil-rights struggle
to the level of human rights, rake it into the United Nations, where our African
brothers can throw their weight on our side, where our Asian brothers can throw
their weight on our side, where our Latin-American brothers can throw their weight

on our side, and where 800 million Chinamen are sitting there waiting to throw
their weight on our side.
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Let the world know how bloody his hands are. Let the world know the hypocrisy

that’s practiced over here. Let it be the ballot or the bullet. Let him kaow that it

e bullet.
muvs(;l—lsenthzubetlit’f: ;};:? case to Washington, D.C., you're taking it to the criminal
ho's fesgonsible; it’s like running from the wolf to the fox. Thley’re all in cahoots
o her. They all work political chicanery and make you lock like a chump before
e :5 ‘of the world. Here you are walking around in America, getring ready to be
S::f:gd and sent abroad, like a tin soldier, and when you get over there, peopkle 13151(
you what are you fighting for, and you have to stick your tongue in your cheek. No,
take Uncle Sam to court, take him before the world. . L -
By ballot I only mean freedom. Don't you know—I dlfagree wit on;la;«: or;‘ 1k
issue—that the ballot is more impartant than the dollar? Cagn 1 prove it! Yes. Loo
in the UN. There are poor nations in the UN? yet tbose poor natlii‘)ns can get
together with their voting power and keep the rich nations from mz mlg a m}cl)ve.
They have one nation—one vote, everyone has an equ-a[ vote. And w E:n thos.e
brothers from Asia and Africa and the darker parts of th.zs ‘earth get together, ¢ 1eu:
voting power is sufficient to hold Sam in check. Or Bussxa in check. Or some other
section of the earth in check. So, the ballot is most important. ‘ "
Right now, in this country, if you and I, 22 million Afrlcan-Amt.zrlcansqth'fat 5
what we are—Africans who are in America. You're nothing ‘but f:\&tcans. Nothing
but Africans. In fact, you'd get farther calling VOUE‘SL’:If African instead ::)f Negro.
Africans don't catch hell. You're the only one catching hell. They don t ll:aw: to
pass civil-rights bills for Africans. An African can £0 anywhere he wants right now.
All you've got to do is tie your head up. That's right, go anywhe,re ?u want.}_l]ust
stop being a Negro. Change your name to Hoogagagooba: That'll shaw gou‘.l ow
silly the white man is. You're dealing with a silly man. A frlt?nd of mu-u:bwf 0's \:ry
dark put a turban on his head and went into a restaurant in Atlanta efore they
called themselves desegregated. He went into a white restaurant, he sa?t, ,down, ; ey
served him, and he said, “What would happen if a Negro came in here? And there
he’s sitting, black as night, but because he had his heacll wrapped up th§ \&gitre,s's
looked back at him and says, “Why, there wouldn't no nigger dare come in erel. '
So, you're dealing with a man whose bias and prejudice are making him lc}slt:1 his
mind, his intelligence, every day. He'’s frightened. He looks arou.nd a.nd sees what's
taking place on this earth, and he sees that the pe}ndu[u.m of time is s"fmg,gunlg_L -ltn
your direction. The dark people are waking up. They re Ec351ng theit fear of ¢ ’e \; [-11 e
man. Na place where he’s fighting right now is h.e winning. Evs:rywhete h; 5 gHt-
ing, he’s fighting someone your and my comp[extop. And tbey re beating \X;m. He
can't win any more. He's won his last barele. He failed to win the Korean grél ﬁ
couldn't win it. He had to sign a truce. That's a loss. Any time Um,:le Sam, w]:l,t ;11
his machinery for warfare, is held to a draw by some r.ice eaters, he's l’ost the a;t e.
He had to sign a truce. America’s not supposed to sign a truce. She’s suppodse to
be bad. But she's not bad any more. She's bad as long as she can use he,r hydrogen
bomb, but she can't use hers for fear Russia might use hers, Russia can't use hers,
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for fear that Sam might use his. So, both of them are weaponless. They can't Uus
the weapon because each’s weapon nullifes the other’s. So the only place whege
action can take place js on the ground, And the white man can’t win another war
fighting on the ground. Those days are over. The black man knows it, the browy
man knows it, the red man knows it, and the yellow man knows ir. So they engage
him in guerrilly warfare. That's not his style. You've got to haye heart to be a guer-
rilla warrior, and he hasn't got any heart, I'm telling you now.

guerrilla warrior because you're on your own. In conventional warfare yoy have
tanks and a whole lot of other people with you to back you up, planes over yoy,

head and ali that kind of stuff. But g guerrilla is on his own. Al you have is g rifle, :
some sneakers and a bowl of rice, and that's gl You need—and a lot of heare, The
Japanese on some of those islands in the Pacific [during World War 11], when the -
American soldiers landed, one Japanese sometimes could hold the whole army off,
He'd just wair unri] the sun wenr down, and when the sun went down they were af -

10 American. The white soldiers couldn’t cope with that. Whenever ou see a white -
i ¥

soldier thar foughr in the Pacific, he has the shakes, he has 3 nervous condition,
because they scared him o death.

The same thing happened to the French up in French Indochina [V ietnam]. Peg-

and find thar i¢'s got to be the ballot or the bullet,

I would like ro say, in closing, a few things cancerning the Muslim Mosque, Inc,,
which we established recently in New York City. It's true we're Muslims and our
religion is Islam, but we don’t mix our religion with o
and our social and civil activities—nor any more. We keep oyr religion in oyur
mosque. After our religious services are over, then as Muslims we become involved
in political action, economic action and social and civic action. We become
involved wich anybody, anywhere, any time and in any manner that's designed to
eliminate the evils, the political, economic and social evils that are afflicting the
people of our community,

The politica] philosophy of black nationalism means thar the black man should
control the politics and the politicians in his own community; no more, The black
man in the black community has to be re-educared into the science of polirics so
he will know whay politics is suppased to bring him in return, Don’t be throwing
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s ballots. A ballot is like a bullet. You don't chrow your ballots uneil you see
. out any '

i i et,
t, and if that target is not within your reach, keep your ballor in your pocket
a target,

e ) . ionalism is being taught in the Christian
; :The pol'lt,lcelkjl phd;iogi}-twlr?;gjizm%;f It's being taught in CORE meetings‘. It’s
- chureh. It}sl ‘ElrégNCC—Student Nonviolent Coordinating Cgmmictee—meetlr‘{g&
“being taug t tr;lt in Muslim meetings. [t’s being raught where nothing buc acheists
Ies being t?lugcome together. It's being taught everywhere. Black PEC’?P[E are fed'up
—and agnozt_ll‘fdau ing, pussyfooting, compromising approach that we ve been using
e iihf;etlti::g oafr frt:.edom. We want freedom now, but we're not going to get it
rowar

! " We've got to fight until we overcome.
saying "“We Shall Overcome.” We've g g

NOTES

Originally published in Malcolm X Speaks: Selected Speeches and Statements, ed. George Breit-
rigina
: Merit, 1965), 23—44. .
mﬁIﬂ (é'\c]i?[‘;r:]sh:z];te' frl;lthe 1960 presidential election between John F. Kenned; 31;1({ 111;2231-2:}
' , in an ee
i the popular vote by a 49.7 1o 49.5 percent margin a .

leo;é_'i[(f; f;"l‘;‘/ I‘\Iv?;m diclijl I‘i)[ demand a recount, but in his n;xr cam;g;gnf,ﬁa:f [;rcg:e;:gg
o : i headed by a former official.

i he organized 100,000 poll watchers, : ‘
aga st frz;uecilect(;; pﬁ'esident in 1968 and 1972 and resigned under thlreat .of lmpeacl;niéent al:l
i\glfi{inh::Evin Small, The Presidency of Richard Nixon (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas,
}929);231'1:;1'5 note: During the Jacksonville, Florida, uprisings of 1960 and 1964,h the A:'ncl;a:l
A e ican community used tactics of heightened militancy in ord?erlgzé grotes‘i ;r e (;OR I:Ld

ot i i i z , an Africa -
iminati f their community. On August 27,
o e eeBation © d the police did not intervene. When
tracked by a Ku Klux Klan member, and the pol : !
the [Z:‘i’u‘h “éarf :ontinued to chase teens into the African Arnencan. ne1ghbthood, t}he Boo
e aﬂf::‘l armed with guns, sticks, and Molotov cockeails, recaliated ul.jltl[ the Kl ansmer}
meran[idg Ir? ‘1964 the African American community again protested against erl:cxlj opprfg
EFt:fa d‘violence., A civil rights worker's home was bombed-by K!ansan 02 e m;;ie
f!E; ?ban uprisings that followed thar March used such tacticls as the hit-an 'Sun -ii i« cglrs
pro:esting in a location and then leaving before the 1:)c:lic:l::l arrived. Yc;ilighlzi;mgar':l'; y1 o
i ildi involved in the procests, Abel A. \
bombs directed at buildings were also invo ; . . -
;r;ddtefz;iﬁ- sRczce Politics, and Social Development in Jacksonville, Florida {Westport, Conn
, 101, 105-11. o . ‘
Gl’; er:‘iv‘c’fcl"tcc,:;szr?gt?- In 1964, Malcolm X spoke before the Organization of Afr:can.dUn‘lr:lysr
cha;ging the United States with genocide against AfricSaln k/)KIr\l}(elnlcl:an p;og}l}i.[eiz::‘o:; de I;.mﬂ
i i 931, by William L.
the United Nations on December 17, 1 ! mon
ﬁ:’;:s};fg:dhgooriginated and delivered a petition encitled “We Charge Genocide!



Chapter Three

Angela Y. Davis

Angela Y. Davis was born in Birmingham, Alabama, in 1944, She grew up in the
southern United Srates under Jim Crow segregation and codified racial discrimina.

tion. During the late 19405, her family integrated a neighborhood thar subsequently
became known as “Dynamite Hill” because of Ku Klu

tional program, she lived with 2 white family and artended g progressive private
high school. At age fifteen, she became active in a youth organization associated
with the Communist Party USA. Attending Brandeis University as an undergradu-
ate, Davis studied with Marxist philosopher Herbert Marcuse, and took her junior

civil rights activists, particu-

»" Davis decided not to

t, Germany, chouosing instead
to return to the United States to worl with Marcuse ar the University of California-

The search for human rights, more far-reaching than the civil and electoral rights
supposedly guaranteed under the U.S. Constiturion and in its amendments, led
Davis 1o the Black Panther Party. After a period of involvement with the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, Davis simultaneously joined the Black Pan-
ther Party and the Communist Party USA. Her relationship with the former was
always much more problematic. She describes her affiliation with the Panther orga-
nization as g permanently ambiguous status that fluctuated between member and
fellow-traveler. In 1969, she came to national attention after being removed from
her teaching position in the Philosophy Department at the University of Califor-
nia-Los Angeles because of her social activism and membership in the Communist

Party.
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Davis's long-standing commitment to prisoners' rights dates back to h:lr clln];loiv;—

nt in the campaign to free the California prisoners known as the Soledad Broth-
s hich led to her own arrest and imprisonment. In 1970 she was placed on the
;Eli’;v'fen Most Wanted List on false charges connected to the attempt by seven-
teen-year-old Jonathan Jackson to secure the re‘lease of his elder b'ﬁth"?r' george
Jackson, and the other Soledad Brothers by taking hostages a the arin c:ctum:y
courthouse, using guns registered in the name of Angela Davis. The l\l’i[aténl ountg
confrontation resulted in the deaths of Jonathan Jackson, Judge ﬁato | a Eey, :im
prisoners James McClain and William Chrisrma}s by guards follow‘mg of cial policy
to prevent escapes regardless of casualties. Davis became the subject of an m;ens;
police and Federal Bureau of Investigation search that drove. her under.gmulin an
culminated in one of the most famous trials in recent U;(S. history. Durmg' ter six-
teen months of incarceration, a massive intemationg[ Free Angela Davis” cam-
paign was organized; she was acquitted of all charpes in 1972: oo i

An advocate of human rights and a critic of repression, racism, and sexism in the
criminal justice system, in 1997, Angela Davis cofour}ded Critical Rf351stance1; an
organization for prison abolition, A professor in the Hlstqry gf CC{HSCIO&JS}'\&S{S ro-
gram at the University of California-Santa Cruz, her 'pubhcanons mcl}n le: | omgr},
Race & Class; Women, Culture & Politics; Blues Legacr‘es and BIacIc Fe.mmlsmsilalr: )f
They Come in the Moming: Voices of Resistance (co‘e‘dmed with Bettm? ?‘Et ; erk;
Her essays, spanning thirty years of activism and writing, are collected in The Ange
Y. Davis Reader.
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Political Prisoners
Black Libe

May 197

Despite a long history of exalted appeals to ma

has seldom been agreement on how to relate in practice to unjust immoral [aw

, Prisons, and
ration
1

n's inherent right to resistance, there

the oppressive social order from which they emanare. The conservative, who does

net dispute the validity of revolutions deeply

buried in history, invokes visions of

impending anarchy in order ro legitimize his demand for absolute obedience, ay

and order, with the major emphasis on arder,
lates his sensitivity to certain of saciety’s into

prescribe methods of resistagce that exceed the limits of lega

electoral channels is the liberal’s panacea.

is his warchword, The liberal articy-
lecable details, but wil] almost never
lity—redress through

In the hear of our pursuit of fundamental human rights, black people have been

continually cautioned to he patient. We are adwvi
ful to the existing democratic order, the glori

when we will come into our own as full-fledged human beings.

But having been taught by bicter experience, we know that there is g glaring
incongruity between democracy and the capitalist economy which is the source of
our ills. Regardless of al] rhetoric to the contrary,

the people are not the ultimate

matrix of the laws and the system which govern them—certainly not black people

and ather nationally oppressed people, but not

even the mass of whites. The people

do not exercise decisive control over the determining factors of their lives.

Officials’ assertions thac meaningful dissent
within the boundaries of legality, are frequently

is always welcome, provided it falls
a smokescreen obscuring the invita-

tion to acquiesce in oppression. Slavery may have been un-righteous, the constiny-

import of the fugitive slave layws.!

Needless to say, the history of the Unires Stares has been marred from its incep-

tion by an enormous quantity of unjust laws, fa

oppression of black people. Particularized reflectio

T too many expressly bolstering the
ns of existing social inequities,

these laws have repeatedly borne witness to the exploitative and racist core of the

society itself. For blacks, Chicanos, for all nationa

of opposing unjust laws and the social conditio

always had immediate practical implications. Oy

& direct function of our skill i forging effective

lly oppressed people, the problem
ns which nourish their growth has

We as societies have been compelled ro openly violate those laws which directly or

indirecely buttress our Oppression. But even co

64
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orbit of legality, we have been labeled criminals and have been methodically perse-
i v
B '.Zr]ted by a racist legal apparatus.

" Under the ruthless conditions of slavery, the underground railroad provided the
n

" framework for extra-legal anti-slavery activity pursued by vast numbers of people,
arm

h black and white. Its functioning was in flagrant violation of the fugitive slave
bOt. those who were apprehended were subjected to severe penalties. Of the inny-
law.ab[e recorded attempts to rescue fugirive staves from the clutches of slave catch-
mer

" ers, one of the most striking is the case of Anthony Bums, a slave from Virgin}a,
: ersrmred in Boston in 1853. A team of his supporters, in attempting to rescue him
cap

by force during the course of his trial, engagel:c% tbe police in a fierce clmi_r{t'ro:?m
battle. During the gun-fight, a prominent Abolitionist, Thomas.Went\lvorc h Higpin-
ounded. Although the rescuers were unsuccessful in their efforts, _the
o f?’ this incident . . . did more to crystallize Northern sentiment against
Eznpﬂ: t I:?lan any other except the exploit of John Brown, ‘and this was the last tifn.e
zslafuvziZive slave was taken from Boston. It took tventy-two CDmREﬂHiES of statf:dmnl}:—
tin, four platoons of marines, a battalion of United S'tates art; Trymeg, anos tt 0?
city’s police force . . . to ensure the performance of this shaéncf{: Llll at:::,’12 he ©
which, the Federal government alone, came to forty thousan. ol [ajs. N
Throughout the era of slavery, blacks, as wel| as progressive w thes, reptlaa;e hy
discovered that their commitment to the anti-slavery cause frequ?nt y entaile I; 1e_-
overt violation of the laws of the land. Even as slavery faded away m,t|o a more subtle
yet equally pemnicious apparatus to dominate black people, “illegal re}ilsta;zlcg 1was
still on the agenda. After the Civil War, Blackl Cc;de:s, SUCCESS0rs to b eb lo 3 ;zwcei
Codes, legalized convict labor, prohibited sacial intercourse betweer} acl's anf
whites, gave white employers an excessive degree of contral over the private w.esdc.)
black workers, and generally codified racism and terror. Naturally, nuujleroul 11n lna
vidual as well as collective acts of resistance prevailed. On many occasions, blacks
formed armed teams to protect themselves from whire .terror‘lsts wbo were, in turn,
protected by law enforcement agencies, if not actually identified with thim.d i
By the second decade of the twentieth century, tbe Mass movement, !ea ]: 121:
Marcus Garvey, proclaimed in its Declararion of Rights that black peope; shou
not hesitate to disobey all discriminatory laws. Moreover, the D?c aralmon
announced, they should utilize all means available to them, leg'fll or illega \ to
defend themselves from legalized terror as well as Ku Klux K!g1j1 vt.olence.‘ Durmgf"
the era of intense acrivity around civil rights issues, systematic dlsobed@nce O{
oppressive laws was a primary tactic. The sit-ins- were organized transgressions o
i islation.,
fac:;[ ltt;geseahistoricai instances involving the overt violation of the laws of tl;e ianld
converge around an unmistakable common denominaFor. At stake has .been. ftf e col-
lective welfare and survival of a people. There is a distinct and qualiacive .dl erence
between one breaking a law for one's own individual self-interest fmd v1plat1ng it
in the interests of a class of people whose oppression is expressed e1Fhelr directly or
indirectly through that particular law. The former might be called criminal (though
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cific erimingl offense,
even have a nominal
[Industrial Workers of

however, the palitical prisoner has viol
turbances and upheavals in the starys q
ten law has been contested by actually
cogstitutionally protected channe]
resist.

A deep-seared ambivalence has alw

Pohncal prisoner. Charged and tried for the criminal 5
0 nature. This ambivalence ;

and explicitly breaking a law or by utilizing
§ to educate, agitate, and Organize masses rg

of our existing institutié . ?e(‘%f;theless rl'torall-y culpable, because
and Vanserrioe o fns. . E:: VETY same judge incidentally, sentences Sacco
innocent. ) I j or @ robbery a_nd murder of which they were manifest]
'8 not surprising that Nasi Germany's foremost constitutional Iawyery
)

engaged in an overr act
America’s dungeons.

Even in all i o
with the nzm?: i\{[:;t[i :L;;her ng 5 numeroys arzests, he was not so much charged
a0 enemny of the s tre.spassmg-, and disturbance of the peace, as with being
liams® was accused of ki “ociey: an inveterate foe of racism. When Robert Wil-
used of kidnapping, this charge never managed to conceal his rea|

ople’s in ; )
own defense. P contestable right to hear arms in thejr

mg__;eeoie]:nse of the ijolmcal Prisoner is political boldness, the persistent challene.
b Sgcalt : c_}rhexrral—. e.:gally—.of fundamental socia] wrongs fostered and reinforcegd
- 1he political prisoner has opposed unjust laws and exploitative, racist

!
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-.'social conditions in general, with the ultimate aim of transforming these laws and
" this society into an order harmonious with the material and spiritual needs and

- interests of the vast majority of its mernbers.

Nat Turner and John Brown were political prisoners in their time. The acts for

' which they were charged and subsequently hanged, were the practical extensions of

their profound commitment to the abolition of slavery. They fearlessly hore the

A responsibility for their actions. The significance of their executions and the accom-
- panying widespread repression did not lie so much in the fact that they were being
punished for specific crimes, nor even in the effort to use their punishment as an

implicit threat to deter others from similar armed acts of resistance. These execy-
rions, and the surrounding repression of slaves, were intended to terrorize the anti-
slavery movement in general; to discourage and diminish both legal and illegal
forms of abolitionist activity. As usual, the effecc of repression was miscalculared
and in both instances, anti-slavery activity was accelerated and intensified as a
resule,

Nart Turnez and John Brown can be viewed as examples of the political prisoner
who has actually commitced an act which is defined by the state as “criminal.” They
killed and were consequently tried for murder. Bue did they commit murder? This
raises the question of whether American revolutionaries had murdered the British
in their struggle for liberation. Nate Turner and his followers killed some sixty-five
white people, vet shortly before the revolt had begun, Nat is reputed to have said
to the other rebelling slaves: “Remember that ours is not war for robbery nor to
satisfy our passions, it is a struggle for freedom. Ours must be deeds and not words."

The very institutions which condemned Nar Turner and reduced his struggle for
freedom to a simpler criminal case of murder, owed their existence to the decision,
made a half-century earlier, to take up arms against the British oppressor.

The bartle for the liquidation of slavery had no legitimate existence in the eyes
of the government and therefore the special quality of deeds carried out in the inter-
ests of freedom was deliberately ignored. There were no political prisoners, there
were only criminals; just as the movement out of which these deeds flowed was
largely considered criminal.

Likewise, the significance of activities which are pursued in the interests of Liber-
ation today is minimized not so much because officials are unable to see the collec-
tive surge against oppression, but because they have consciously set out to subvert
such movements. In the Spring of 1970, Los Angeles Panthers rook up arms to
defend themselves from an assault initiated by the local police force on their office
and on their persons. They were charged with criminal assault. If one believed the
official propaganda, they were bandits and rogues who pathologically found pleasure
in artacking policemen. It was not mentioned that their community activities—
educational work, services such as free breakfast and free medical programs—vwhich
had legitimized them in the black community, were the immediate reason for which
the wrath of the police had fallen upon them. In defending themselves from the
attack waged by some 600 policemen (there were only eleven Panthers in the office)
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they were defending not only their lives, hut even more im
plishments in the black community surrounding them, and in the broader thrys;
for black liberation, Whenever blacks in

ticularly armed self-defense, it is twisted

itical,” yet the prosecyeor entered as evidence of

criminal intent, literature whicl, represented, so he purporred, the political ideology
of the Black Panther Party.

The legal apparatus designates the black libera
Nixon, [Vice President Spiro] Agnew,
to proceed to mystify with their demago
been dulled and whose critical powers h
of racist ideclogy.

As the black liberation movement and orh
magnitude and intensity, the judicial system a

tion fighter a criminal, prompting
[California Govermnor Ronald] Reagan er a],
gy millions of Americans whose senses have

Er progressive struggles increase in
nd its extension, the penal system,
the existing condj-

eyes of the world were on our erial d

suppress the facts and cloud the real issues; the courage and money of friends and of

strangers who dared stand for g principle freed me; but God only knows how many who
were as innocent as | and my colleagues are today in hell, They daily stagger out of
Prison doors embittered, vengeful, hopeless, rined, And of this army of the wronged,
the proportion of Negroes is frightful. We protect and defend sensational cases where
Negroes are involved, But the grear mass of arrested or accused black folk have no
defense. There s desperate need of nationwide organizations o oppose this national
racket of railroading to jails and chain gangs the poor, friendless and black #
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A number of factors have combined to transfor_m the penal system mt-c:i a
i in of struggle, both for the captives inside and the masses outside.
e o te"ff?m numberslof political prisoners both on prison populatwps and
Jletuintih ent has been decisive. The vast majority of political prisoners
Eﬂ thr?o[::flso$:; T—:E:a fact of imprisonment to curtail their educaciorﬁal, ;gl(t:{at‘iozzil,

"y i iviti i inue behind prison walls. And in the
and organizing activities, which they contm;e cltienl oy o o the
enti x iew’:loplirsfbi;aljz::}:éumsee?;r? 1:;}'LLfl:nins}iitul:icms lijn which Fhey are impris-
ﬂtten“;n ;S ”-'13";& the political receptivity of prisoners—especially b'laclc a-nld
e o errm:)l:xas been increased and sharpened by the surge of aggressive Poim-
o ety siong out of black, Chicano, and other oppressed communities. Finally,
! ot o r1lsmgf()r intensified political action in and around prisc.ns-has emerged
ot of the & YSff mation of convicts, originally found guilty of criminal offenses,
e e tlmmS cc)JrliticaI militants. Their patient educational efforts in. the re:lalm of
m‘;o:i};egmti:rsiagciﬁc oppressive structures of the penalfsystzm fifn tfimrt;f::it}(;ﬁot;
th i i had a profound effect on
the larger oppression of the social sysrem have
Hte s ison is a key component of the state’s coercive apparatus, the c‘n‘vem‘dmg
ﬁ.lr’;f:;izgrcl}f which is to ensure social conttql. The eqmolﬁgy: (of 'tlr;ent:r:; riin;t;eir;s

iary” furnishes a clue to the controlling idea behind the prison sy i
et The penitentiary was projected as the locale for doing penitence fo
:Jr;gritf:c:;;ins: sgciety, the physical and spiritual purging %}5 Erlocli[wtltjs toi:::;?zr;gi

i i total obedience. While cloaking

mleland ::eogi‘;l:lzll.;nzf‘tlk;:f\z;i;ﬁt?a—nfmprisonmem was supposed to cut across atl
tklle lc‘mg as crimes were to be defined by the act, not tfhe perpetramrlc—l:hlt?l %tlts.;n
;;: Sacitrtlialjly operated as an instrument of class domination, a means of prohibiting
the have-nots from encroaching upon t:he. haves. ety i which wealth is uncqually

The occurrence of crime is inevitable in a society in w ic =alth ls unequally
distributed, as one of the ccms:iant remin%irs g\r}t; rsi?;n;;yciiir; luctiye forces are

i neled in the wrong direction. The ma .
gf:;lcgt il;li[tlionship to property. Contained in'the very con}clept 01[; E;Oiie;tny;i-c;rcr?z

found but suppressed social needs which express themselves nui-soc

aredprsoof action. Spontancously produced by a capiralist organization o 1:0 fi';

::Illci,s :ype of crime is at once a protest against society at.zci ia' desgzttzoptairttsae; :nce.

loitative content. It challenges the symptoms of c:e}pm(al ism, ot its essence,
exgc?rlne Marxists in recent years have tended to banish cnrmria sAan | the
ariat as a whole from the arena of revolutionary struggle. Apar :

I;E:;P;:iegf any link binding the criminal o th:c means c:}f1 prkclac‘i:;crt;ccnr;:l ézdtgrgilf

this exclusion has been the assumption that 1r§&n‘r1dlua]s wdo ?1ect-we uroe to andl-
social acts are incapable of devleloping the discipline and co

ired by revolutionary struggle. o g
rec‘l@lz;i:i? tge declassed character of Iumper'mroletanans tl;.? mmctl:, I;{aeizdh:i rsigltES,

that they are as capable of “the most heroic deeds and the most e
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as of the basest banditry and the dirtiest corruption.” He emphasized the fact that

the provisional government’s mobile guards under the Paris Commune—some
24,000 troops—were largely formed out of young lumpenproletarians from fifreen
to twenty years of age. Too many Marxists have been inclined to overvalue the sec-
ond part of Marx's observation—that the lumpenproletariat is capable of the basest
banditry and the dirtiesc corruption—while minimizing or indeed totally disregard-
ing his first remark, applauding the lumpen for their heroic deeds and exalted sacri-
fices.

Especially today when so many black, Chicano, and Puerto Rican men and
women are jobless as a consequence of the internal dynamic of the capitalist system,
the role of the unemploved, which includes the lumpenproletariat, in revolurionary
struggle must be given serious thought. Increased unemployment, particulacly for
the nationally oppressed, will continge to be an inevitable by-product of technolog-
ical development. Ar least thirty percent of black youth are presently without jobs. 10
In the context of class exploitation and national oppression it should be clear that
numerous individuals are compelled to resort to criminal acts, not as a result of
conscious choice—implying other alternatives—but because society has objectively
reduced their possibilities of subsistence and survival to this level. This recognition
should signal the urgent need to organize the unemployed and lumpenproletariar,

as indeed the Black Panther Party as well as activists in prison have already begun
to do.

In evaluating the susceptibility of the black and brown unemployed to organizing

efforts, the peculiar historical features of the US, specifically racism and national
oppression, must be taken into account. There already exists in the black and
brown communities, the lumpenproletariat included, a long tradition of collective
resistance to narional Oppression.

Moreover, in assessing the revolutionary potential of prisoners in America as a
group, it should be borne in mind that not ail prisoners have actually committed
crimes. The built-in racism of the judicial system expresses itself, as Du Boig has
suggested, in: the railroading of countless innocent blacks and other narional minor-
ities into the country’s coercive insticutions.

One must also appreciate the effects of disproportionately long prison terms on
black and brown inmates. The typical criminal mentality sees imprisonment as a
calculated risk for a particular criminal act. One's prison term is more or less ratio-
nally predictable. The function of racism in the judicial-penal complex is to shacter
that predictability. The black burglar, anticipating a two-to-four-year term, may end
up doing ten to fifteen years, while the white burglar leaves after two years.

Within the contained, coercive universe of the prison, the captive is confronted
with the realicies of racism, not simply as individual acts dictared by attitudinal bias;
rather he is compelled to come to grips with racism as an institutional phenomenon
collectively experienced by the victims. The disproportionate representation of the
black and brown communities, the manifest racism of parole boards, the intense
brutality inherent in the relationship between prison guards and black and brown
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inmates—all this and more causes the prisoner to be confronted daily, hourly, with
the concentrated systematic existence of racism. .

For the innocent prisoner, the process of radicahzlanon sbould come easy; ff:sr the
“guilty” victim, the insight into the nature of racistn as it mamfes.ts 'ltseglf in t'he
judicial-penal complex can lead to a questioning of his own past crllmmad acm;lt'y
and a re-evaluation of the methods he has used to survive l1n a racist and explai-
tative society. Needless to say, this process is not automatic, it does not oceur spor-
raneously. The persistent educational work car.rled out bY the prison’s political
activists plays a key role in developing the political potential of captive men and
Wongsnc;ners—especially blacks, Chicanos and Puerto Ricans—are increasingly
advancing the proposition that they are political prisoners. Tﬁey contend that th.ey
are political prisoners in the sense that they are l.argeiy the victims of an oppressive
politico-economic order, swiftly becoming conscious of the causes-underlyl'ng their
victimization. The Folsom Prisoners’ Manifesto of Demands and Anu’lOppTes‘swr.a Plaz-
form!! attests to a lucid understanding of the structures of oppression w1t%.1m _the
prison—structures which contradict even the avowed function-of the penall .mstchu—
tion: “The program we are submitted to, under the ridiculous title of.rehablhta.clon,
is relative to the ancient stupidity of pouring water on the cllro.wnmg man, in as
much as we are treated for our hostilities by our program administrators with their
hostility for medication.” The Manifesto also reflects an awareness that Fhe severe
social crisis taking place in this country, predicated in part on the evel-increasing
mass consciousness of deepening social contradictions, is forcing the pohtt;al func-
tion of the prisons o surface in all its brutality. Their contention that prisons are
being transformed into the “fascist concentration camps of modern Amt‘art‘?a,
should not be taken lightly, although it would be erroneous as well as .defeatlst ina
practical sense, to maintain that fascism has irremediably esra'blished 1tse}f.

The point is this, and this is the truth which is apparent in the Manzfesto: the
ruling circles of America are expanding and intensifying repressive measures
designed to nip revolutionary movements in the bud as well as to curtall' radical-
democratic tendencies, such as the movement to end the war in Indocf}ma. T"he
government is not hesitating to urilize an entire nerworlk of fascise tacti?s, tncllfdm,]g:
the monitoring of congressmen’s telephone calls, a system of “preventive fascism,
as [Herbert] Marcuse has termed it, in which the role of the judicial-pena% systems
looms large. The sharp edge of policical repression, cutting thtolugh the hlmghte.ned
militancy of the masses, and bringing growing numbers of activists b‘ehmd prison
walls, must necessarily pour over into the contained world of the prisan where it
understandably acquires far more ruchless forms. '

It is a relatively easy matter to persecute the captive whose life is alreiafly domi-
nated by a network of authoritarian mechanisms. This is especially falehtate.d by
the indeterminate sentence policies of many states, for politically consciaus prison-
ers will incur inordinately long sentences on the ariginal conviction. Accarding to
Louis S. Nelson, warden of the San Quentin Prison, “if the prisons of California
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incredible regularity in jails and prisons throughout the couritry,

It should be self-evident that the frame-up becomes a powerful weapon within
the spectrum of prison repression, particularly because of the availability of inform.
ets, the broken prisoners who will do anything for a price. The Soledad Brothers
and the Soledad Three are leading examples of frame-up victims. Both cases involve
militant activists who have been charged with killing Soledad prison guards. In
both cases, widespread support has beepy kindled within the California prison 5ys-
tem. They have served as accasions to link the immediare needs of the black com-
munity with a forceful ight o break the fascist stronghold in ¢
therefore to abolish the Prison system in its present form,

Racist oppression invades the lives of hlack people on an infinice variety of levels,
Blacks are imprisoned in 3 world where our labor and toj] hardly atlow us to eke out
a decent existence, if we are able to find jobs ar alf. When the economy begins to
falter, we are forever the first viceims, always the most deeply wounded, When the
etonomy is on its feet, we continue to live in a depressed stare. Unemployment is
generally twice as high in the ghettos as it is in the country as a whole and even
higher among black wornen and youth. The unemplayment rate amoeng
has presently skyrocketed to thirty percent, If one-third of America’s whire youths
were without a means of livelihood, we would either be in the thick of revolution
or else under the iron rule of fascism. Substandard schools, medical care hardly fir
for animals, over-priced, dilapidated housing, a welfare system based on g policy of
skimpy concessions, designed to degrade and divide (and even this may soon be
canceled)—this s only the beginning of the lis of props in the ove
oppression which, for the mass of blacks, is the universe,

In black communities, wherever they are located, there exists a0 ever-present
reminder that our universe muygt remain stable in its drabness, ics poverty, its brutal-
ity. From Birmingham to Harlem to Watts, black ghettos are occupied, parrolled
and often attacked by massive deployments of police, The police, domestic caretak-

ers of violence, are the oppressor’s emissaries, charged with the task of containing us
within the boundaries of our oppression.

The announced function of the police, *'ro
becomes the Brotesque caricature of protectin

he prisons and

rall scenery of

to persuade us with their violence that we are powerless to alter the conditions of
our lives. Arrests are frequently based on whims. Bullets from their guns murder
human beings with litele or 1O pretext, aside from the universal intimidation they
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are charged with carrying out. Protection for-drug-pushers, anth[zjtlﬁa-lityle exploiw—
ers, support for the most reactionary ideolo‘gacal elements of It: e blac fcur;rg;;; 2;:
{especially those who cry out for more police), are among t-;ﬁ Ezlang _ur11 E
forces of law and order. They encircle the community Wlth: a shie ; vlt:c: enc]e,F 00
often forcing the natural aggression of the black community invwards. [ rfarlltz Fuan-
on's analysis of the role of co[oniI:l poli:.ze is an approptiate description of the func-
i lice in America's ghettos. . .
ﬂo[ré Ziiiv?&out saying that tge police would be unable to set int.odr}'lgtion ttheu-
racist machinery were they not sanctioned and suppc?rted I'Jy.the l;juhlc@ 55 e;n.
The courts not only consistently abstain from prosecuting crm.unal chavior on the
part of the police, but they convicr, on the basis of biased Polu?e testlmc?ny,d count-
tess black men and women. Court-appointed attorneys, acting in the twiste 1riter(;
ests of overcrowded courts, convince eighty-five percent of the defegdan{:s tlo P e}a]
guilty. Even the manifestly innocent are advised tocop a plea so ¢ fatht e engtt Z
and expensive process of jury crials is avoided. :ThlS is thle structure of the apparaty
which summarily railroads black peaple into jails and prisons. (During my imprison-
ment in the New York Women’s Mouse of Detention,.l encountered rlmmecr)ous cases
involving innocent black women who had been advised o plead gullty. ne 515;_;:1-
had entered her white landlord’s apartment for t.he purpase of-paymi rent. 1 ;
attempred to rape her and in the course of the ensuing srruggle, a lit can, 1;3 ;E:)pple
over, burning a tablecloth. The landlord ordered her arreste?l for arscn;l. o ogmg
the advice of her court-appointed artorney, she entered a guiley plea, aving Teﬁn
deceived by the atrorney’s insisten)ce that the court would be more lenient. The
i ntenced to three years. . :
SISEI%S iSiSEZus circle linking poverty, police courts, and prison Es'an mtggral .el‘s;—
ment of ghetto existence. Unlike the mass of whites, the path whfch lea sFto J:{-:-:
and prisons is deeply rooted in the imposed patterns of black ennan;tm'u:e.E czr ,_-hle
very reason, an almost instinctive affinity binds the mass of blac dpe?phe 0 the
political prisoners. The vast majoricy of blacks I'}ﬂ:hpt a deep hatred of the po
and are not deluded by official proclamations of justice through Fhe. courts. 1
For the black individual, contact with the law-t?nfoscement—;udlcml-pena hneF—
work, directly or through relatives and friends, is inevitable because hedolfJ she is
black. For the activist become political prisoner, tbe‘ contact has -oc.:c:utrel : Ei:aus-i
he has lodged a protest, in one form or another, against the conditions which nai
i it of oppression. ‘
bléflli(;c:r}ig:llfy?ll-i:c; pepol::ale as a group have exhibited a greater potential for remi—
tance than any other part of the population. The iron-clad rul.e OVver our c;mmugl
ties, the institutional practice of genacide, the i_deology of racism ha‘{e pe ortrnenla
strictly political as well as an economic function. The capltz\hstsf 1§veAno 0 a;{
extracted super profits from the underpaid labor of over 15‘percent of the mem[;:dE
Population with the aid of a superstructure of terror. T.I-nS terror z‘md maore su
forms of racism have further served to thwart the flowering of a resistance—even a
revolution that would spread to the working class as a whole.
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In the interests of the capitalist class, the cog

T

demagogically elicited from the white populat

ell and J. Edgar Hoover are desperately attempting ro persuade the population thy,
dissidents, particularly blacks, Chicanos, Puerto Rj

members of revolutionary Organizations; for advoc
emment; for agitating and educating in the streets and behind prison walls, The
political function of racis; domination is surfacing with accelerated intensity
Whites who haye professed their solidarity with the black liberation movement and
have moved in a distinctly revolutionary direction find themselves targets of the

y exhibiting an anti-imperial-

are being -

on of the most injurious imme. -
diate problems facing black communities and ultimacely to bring about rotal libera.

tion through armed revolution, if it muse come to this,

The black liberation movement is presently ac a critical juncture, Fascist methods
of repression threaren to physically decapitate and obliterate the movement, More
subtle, yet no less dangerous ideological tendencies from within threaten to isolate
the black movement ang diminish ics revolutionary impact. Both menaces must be
counteracted in order to ensure oyy survival, Revolutionary blacks must spearhead
and provide leadership for a broad anti-fascist movement,

Fascism is a process, its growth and devel|
today, the threat of fascism may be primari|
ment-judicial-penal apparatus to arrest th

among nationally appressed people, tomorrow it may attack the working class en
masse and eventually even moderare democrats. Even in this period, however, the
cancer has already commenced to spread. In addition to the prison army of thoy-
sands and thousands of nameless Third World victims of political revenge, there are
increasing numbers of white political Ptisoners—draft resisters, anti-war activises
such as the Harrisburg Eight,* men and women who haye involved themselves on
all levels of revolutionary activity.

Among the further symptoms of the fascist threat are
power of organized labor, such as th

OPMmENt are cancerous in nature. While
y restricted to the use of the law-enforce-

no-knack law, permitting police to

Sent to racism and terror has beep:

ion, workers included, in order to:
more efficiently stave off resistance. Today, Nixon, [Attormey General John] Mitch.

cans, must be punished for being :
ating the overthrow of the gOvV-
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: _th tivities. The fascist content of the ruthless aggression in Indo-China should
. their ac '
be self—ev‘ldeﬂt.

One of the fundamental historical lessons to be? leamned from past fau[ufre;1 toﬁpr;;
ise of fascism is the decisive and indispensable character o “the fig :
v ihe ols in its incipient phases. Once allowed to conquer ground, its growt
o fﬂSCcl!SE eometric proportion. Although the most unbridled expressions of
. facallt.ate a%e are still tied to the racist domination of blacks, Chu:angs, Puerto
the fasmls;cri?:r?s it lurks under the surface wherever there is potential resistance to
Ricans, :

ower of monopoly capital, the parasitic interests which control tl;ls society.

. . - ’ e

' ;hi lr)ltiallxy it can profoundly worsen the conditions of existence for the averag
ote

ican citizen. Consequently, the masses of people in th-is coum'rg have a {eih
AmEE and material stake in the struggle to free political prls'onersiltd‘e struggle ;
dlialzlci;si'l the prison system in its present form, the struggle against all dimensions o
a
! m‘ ! b s 4 . Fe
racil‘i]so one should fail to take heed of Georgi Dimitrov’s waming: ) Whoev:e:_.r io:os
i i
not fight the growth of fascism at these preparatorfy stlages is ;u:\t in ta r;;’asszport
ili t victo
i i t, on the contrary, facilitates tha :
ent the victory of fascism, bur, : :
?re:he VIIth Congress of the Communist Intematlonait,’ll935 ). The only iﬁ\:;t;;ﬁ
. i isen i indivisible mass movemen
inst the victory of fascism is an in . 1
D e to oo i lasl ion rages on. It is only natura
as long as repression rag
ses to conduct business as usua ‘ 1
E;[;L:: blacks and other Third World peoples must lead this movem;:nt, for[ [WSDE;; 3; 1
icti i i ace a
injured victims of fascism. But it must embr
first and most deeply injure - . Torthe oy oo porencial
icti i t, all working-class people, for the key .
victims and most imporrant, . i elncs o s el of
ismn i its i i i ver the entire working class.
fascism is its ideological victory o eolotical ictony oo e pcion
ic crisis, the door to such an ideological victory
of a severe economic crisis, _ : fory can be opened
i i leration of racism. It is essentia
by the active approval or passive to : ‘ e i e otk
i historically through their acquiescenc
ers become conscious that e
inspired oppression of blacks they have only rendered themselves more vulnera
attack. . . '
tcJ'The pivotal struggle which must be waged in the ranks linf dthe \'vork:?ﬁ cle;;si tl:
i acism. The w
served battle against entrenched r
consequently the open, unre b bindt b o ke white
ious of the threads which bind him e :
glorl;cer o bekcome ;rifl‘;‘:r {c))f UAW [United Auto Workers], and a political prisoner
escncly facing char d a job setter.! The mer-
i for the killings of two foremen and a jo 4 The.
presencly facing charges e o job sercer, * The mer-
i iferati f monopoly capital may ultimately p :
ciless proliferation of the power o / timately :
orablypdown the very same path of desperation. No potential victim [of l:h'eS ri?s;:;:;d
terror] should be without the knowledge that the greatest menace to raci
fascism is unity! -
—Marin County Jail
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Chapter Four

Huey P. Newton

Named for populist Louisiana governor Huey P. Long, Huey Percy Newton was born
the youngest of seven children in Monroe, Louisiana, in 1942. Three years later,
his family moved to Oakland, California. His was a difficult childhood, one filled
with conflict. Expelled from a number of public high schools, Newton later claimed
that he did not know how to read until the age of sixteen. As a high school sopho-
more, he brought a hammer to school for self-defense and in a confrontation
assaulted another student. This led to his first arrest. Graduating from Berkeley
High School, Newton artended Mecrict College, where in 1962 he met Bobby
Seale, an older student, at an Afro-American Association meeting.

In 1966, Newton and Seale wrote a ten-point political platform, “What We
Believe" and "What We Want,” that would become the foundation for the Black
Panther Party for Self-Defense, later renamed the Black Panther Party (BPP). The
BPP grew after its public rallies against police brutality; armed Paather patrols of
police in black neighborhoods; highly visible protection offered Betty Shabazz, the
widow of Malcolm X, when she visited the Bay Area; and a May 1967 rally in which
Babby Seale and other Panthers walked into a session of the California legislature
while carrying guns to protest the Mumford Bill, gun-control legislation. With such
activities, the Black Panthers gained national and internarional attention and
notoriety.’

The BPP was still a relatively small organization on October 28, 1967, when
Huey P. Newton was pulled over by Qakland police and subsequently involved in a
shootout. Newton and police officer Herbert Heanes were seriously wounded, and
Officer John Frey was killed. Charged with murder, kidnapping, assault, and
attempted murder, Newton was found guilty of manslaughrer on September 28,
1968, by an Alameda County jury. His imprisonment led ta the “Free Huey" cam-
paigns, which mobilized hundreds of thousands of supporters worldwide. Babby
Seale, Eldridge and Kathleen Cleaver, and other Panthers focused on raising money
for his legal defense through speeches and rallies, as Newton evolved into a national
icon of antiracist and antistate resistance, and a black "“folk hero,”'? one with a
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rransracial appeal. The “Free Huey” mobilization sparked a dramatic growth in
party membership. By the time his conviction was overturned on August :?, 1970,
the BPP had chapters in most urban areas in the United States, as well as interna-
i support committees.

tlo_?;le F:gljeral Bureau of Investigation (FBI) COINTELPRO, along 'witl'n actions by
local police departments, fueled inrernal tensions in the orgamzagon. Su}nse-
quently, in early 1971, Newton expelled several members (including Eldridge
Cleaver, who was in Algeria in flight from a U.S. warrang, @d Ea'st Coast Panther
Jeaders). This would be the first of many expulsions and violent m-tem.al conﬂ{cts
that would cripple the party. Newton became increasingly isolate,c,i in h1s- changing
philosophy, focusing on electoral politics and “survival programs” and hls‘ extrava-
gant lifestyle and addictions. The "“movement” that had'grown around his rejlease
from prison had continued to do so without him; and in order to control it, he
would help to eviscerate the Panther party. -

Afier his release from prisan, as he struggled to convince the masses of his th.eory
of “Revolutionary Intercommunalism”—the belief that communities, not nations,
constitute a borderless world shaped by international capital—and attem[?tec.i to
cope with an organization moving ous of his control, Newton cllescenc‘ied again into
substance abuse. A series of violent incidents by Newton cuimmateFl in the beating
of his tailor and the streec-corner shooting of Kathleen Smith during the summer
of 19743 Newton fled to Cuba after his indictment on murder charges, and three
years after his return to the Unired States in 1977, the Black Panther Party was
formally disbanded. ‘ .

Despite struggles with substance addiction, Newton received his doctorate from
the University of California-Santa Cruz in 1980. However, on August 22, 1989,.he
was shot and killed by Tyrone Robinson, an alleged member of the Black Guerilla
Family (an organization originally cofounded by George Jackson), in a drug deal
gone awry.
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Prison, Where Is Thy Victory?

July 12, 1969

When a person studies mathematics he leamns that there are many mathematical
laws which determine the approach he must take to solving the problems presented
to him. In the study of geometry one of the first laws a person learns is chat “the
whole is not greater than the sum of its parts.” This means simply that one cannot
have a geometrical figure such as a circle or a square which contains more than it
does when broken down into smaller parts. Therefore, if all the smaller parts add
up to a certain amount the entire figure cannot add up o a larger amount. The
prison cannot have a victory over the prisoner because those in charge take the
same kind of approach and assume if they have the whole body in a cell that they
have contained all that makes up the person. But a prisoner is not a geometrical
figure, and an approach which is successful in mathematics is wholly unsuccessful
when dealing with human beings.

In the case of the human we are not dealing only with the single individual, we
are also dealing with the ideas and beliefs which have motivated him and which
sustain him, even when his body is confined. In the case of humanity the whole is
much greater than its parts because the whole includes the body, which is measur-
able and confinable, and the ideas, which cannot be measured or confined.

The ideas which can and will sustain our movement for total freedom and dignity
of the people cannot be imprisoned, for they are to be found in the people, all the
people, wherever they are. As long as the people live by the ideas of freedom and
dignity, there will be no prison which can hold our movement down. Ideas move
from one person to another by the association of brothers and sisters who recognize
that a most evil system of capiralism has set us against each other, although our real
enemy is the exploiter who profits from our poverty. When we realize such an idea,
then we come to love and appreciate our brothers and sisters who we may have seen
as enemies, and those exploiters who we may have seen as friends are revealed for
what they truly are to all oppressed people. The people are the idea. The respect
and dignity of the people, as they move roward their freedom, are the sustaining
force which reaches inro and out of the prison. The walls, the bars, the guns and
the guards can never encircle or hold down the idea of the people. And the people
must always carry forward the idea which is their dignity and beauty.

The prison operates with the concept that since it has a person’s body it has his
entire being, because the whole cannat be greater than the sum of the parts. They
put the body in a cell and seem to get some sense of relief and security from that
fact. The idea of prison victory, then is that when the person in jail begins to act,
think, and believe the way they want him to, they have won the battle and the
person is then “rehabilitated.” But this cannot be the case because those who oper-
ate the prisons have failed to examine their own beliefs thoroughly, and they fail to

21



82 Huey P. Newton

understand the types of people they attempt to control. Therefore, even when the
prison thinks it has won, there is no victary.

There are two types of prisoners. The largest number are those who accept the
legitimacy of the assumptions upon which the society is based. They wish to acquire
the same goals as everybody else: money, power, and conspicuous consumption. In
order to do so, however, they adopt techniques and methods which the society has
defined as illegitimate. When this is discovered such people are put in jail. They
may be called “illegitimare capiralists” since their aim is to acquire everything capi-
talist society defines as legitimate. The second type of prisoner is the one who
rejects the legitimacy of the assumptions upon which the society is based. He argues
that the peaple at the bottom of the society are exploited for the profit and advan.
tage of those at the top. Thus, the oppressed exist and will always be used to main-
tain the privileged status of the exploiters. There is no sacredness, there is ng
dignity in either exploiting or being exploited. Although this system may make the
society function at a high level of technological efficiency, it is an illegitimate sys-
tem, since it rests upon the suffering of humans who are as worthy and as dignified
of those who do not suffer. Thus, the second type of prisoner says that the society
is corrupe and illegitimate and must be overthrown. This second type of prisoner is
the “political prisoner.” They do nat accept the legitimacy of the society and can-
not participate in its corruption and exploitation, whether they are in the prison or
on the block.

The prison cannot gain a victory over either type of prisoner no matter how hard
it tries. The “illegitimarte capitalist” recognizes that if he plays the game the prison
wants him to play he will have his time reduced and be released to continue his
activities. Therefore, he is willing to go through the prison programs and say the
things the prison authorities want to hear. The prison assumes he is “rehabilicated”
and ready for the society. The prisoner has really played the prison's game so thar
he can be released to resume pursuit of his capitalist goals. There is no victory, for
the prisoner from the “git-go” accepted the idea of the society. He pretends to
accept the idea of the prison as a part of the game he has always played.

The prison cannot gain a victory over the political prisoner because he has noth-
ing to be rehabilitated from or to. He refuses to accept the legitimacy of the system
and refuses to participate. To participate is to admirt that the society is legitimare
because of its exploitarion of the oppressed. This is the idez which the political
prisoner does not accept for which he has been imprisoned, and this is the reason
why he cannot cooperate with the system. The political prisoner will, in fact, serve
his time just as will the “illegitimate capitalist.” Yet the idea which motivated and
sustained che political prisoner rests in the people. All the prison has is the bady.

The dignity and beauty of man rests in the human spirit which makes him more
than simply a physical being. This spirit must never be suppressed for exploitation
by others. As long as the people recognize the beauty of their human spirits and
move against suppression and exploitarion, they will be carrying out one of the most
beauriful ideas of all time. Because the human whole is much greater than the sum
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of its parts. The ideas will always be among the people. The prison cannot be victo-

rious because walls, bars and guards cannot conquer or hold down an idea.

NOTE

QOriginally published in Angela Y. Davis and Bettina Aptheker, eds., If They Come in the
Moming (New York: Third Press, 1971), 50-56.



Chapter Five

George Jackson

George Lester Jackson was horm on Seprember 23, 1941, on the West Side of Chi-
cago, the second of Georgia and Lester Jackson's five chil
George’s namesake, was very protective,
going outside alone except for school an
strated a mind of his own. In his prison 1
his parents, castigating his mother for rea
his “neo-slave" mencrality.

The family moved among Chicago’s urban neighborhoods, ultimately settling in
the Troop Street Projects, where for George Jackson truancy and conflicts with the
police became routine. In 1956, seeking to protect his son, Lester Jackson trans-
ferred his post office job to Los Angeles. Yet, soon after settling in Los Angeles,
George began to have serious confrontations with che law. Afrer an attempred bur-
glary and passession of g stolen motoreycle (which he claimed to have purchased),

Boys, an insticution of the California
Youth Authority. In Pase Robles, he avoided

disciplinary attention for the duration
of his seven-month sentence by reading the work of Rafael Sabatini and Jack
London.!

dren. Georgia Jackson,
and forbade George and his sister from
d errands. Her son nevertheless demor-
etters, Jackson at times harshly criticizes
ching him “obedience” and his father for

le, Jackson and several friends were arrested
e escaped from the Bakersfield jail and was
ence. After his release, on September 18,
way car after his friend robbed a gas station
nfess in retumn for a light sentence; the judge
gned to allow judicial flexibility, but which
s of prison administrators, Jackson's one year
ent to Soledad Prison, he was transferred ar
tion. During his first years, he and his close
respect within prison as the leaders of g gang
kson was denied parole because of infractions.

uring a time when prisoners like Eldridge

1960, Jackson allegedly drove the geta
of seventy-one dollass. He agreed to co
gave him one-to-life, a senrence desi
ultimarely put sentencing in the hand
became life imprisonment. Initially s

friend, James Carr, gained power and

cailed the “Wolf Pack.” Each vyear, Jac
George Jackson entered prison
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Cleaver, who would author Soul on Jee and become a national leafler of ti?na: Blacl;
P nthe:' Party, were beginning to undertake serious study of their condlthns )
i acarceration. 1\W L. Nolen, a major figure in this movement, was the first to intro-
(li[ilce Jackson to radical philosophy. As Jackson’s disciplinary rgcord grev:;h he w}zs
in solitary confinement. There he
d to spend up to twenty-three hours a day in s0
fZ;ZEKa?I slfflarx, \F} I. Lenin, Leon Trotsky, Friedrich Engels, ME.IO Tse-tung C'('ZE'
dong}, and other political theorists. In 1968, Jackson, Nolen, David }ohnsan, a;r,
and oéher revolutionary convicts began leading “ethnic awarenass classes mgiiu 1{
roups on radical philosophy. These meetings led to the format%o'n of th‘f(: ac,:,)
éuerilla Family, a revolutionary organization (described by authorities as a “gang
imed i " ~defense.
laimed black prisoners’ rights to self-de ‘
fh?;i;’;fuzlg; of 1969 p]ackson and Nolen were transferred to Soled;d gr;‘scm, zda
i A si i i . In the O Wing, which house
iously racist penal site among racist prisons : /
gg?:crl:zll:: Eng;c ciarlljgerous captives, racial tension led to the. c'losn:}g of tl-.xe exc]:cag
ard. Nolen and five other black inmates were preparing civil suits against the
YWir.{g guards for their complicity in creating a dangerously racially divisive atmo-
spl-g;ejanuary 13, 1970, guards reopened the O Wing exercise{y?rd, a}ngi relezzlssl_tfli a
i i , i lly aware of the potential for violence.? The
racially mixed group of prisoners, fully for vie b
i i i ded by guard Opie Miller, a sharp
ht that began immediately was quickly en Y gua :
fl'?ooter who gﬁred four shots, killing African American mm‘ates Nole':n (]af:ksoni
mentor), Cleveland Edwards, and Alvin Miller, and woundmﬁ a lwhl.lt:‘le Elmﬁner:
: d jury ruled the deaths “justifiable homi-
Three days later, a Monterey County grand j - :
cidtr:.:ﬁ Fo{yiowing the publicizing of the ruling, guard John V. Mills was thrown to his
death from the third cier of Y Wing—George Jackson's cellblock. 4 Job
One month later, with no physical evidence, Jackson, Fleeta Dn;n‘ttﬁo, ;n ohs
indi illi ills, Huey P. Newton requested that his attor-
Cluchetre were indicted for killing Mills s ator
i doing so, Stender subsequently form
, Fay Stender, meet with Jackson. After
Yt;;?: Soaiyedad Brothers Defense Committee, which eventually was headed by Angela
s | |
Da;ése.nder also arranged for the publication of the inﬂuer;ttal Solec;adkBrot{ter. v’gge
i hs before its publication, Jackson's seven-
Prison Letters of George Jackson. Two mont i o
d the Marin County Courthouse—wi
teen-year-old brother, Jonathan, entere '  County Courch P
i i prisoner
egistered in the name of Angela Dav1s——dur{ng the ;
‘I:F:g?;ih:lr \Eho was charged with the attempted stabbing of a Soledad guard;jjg(?‘z;
than ]ack,son armed McClain and, with prisoner witnesses iUCh;il M[afe;[ aln " rilc-l
i i istri ; Judge Haro aley,
lizm Christmas, herded the assistant district atrorney Mt ond
i i ide. Law enforcement officers fired upon
three jurors into a van parked outsi ' Cfficers ficed ypon the
i y, killing Chr .
ked van without regard for the hostages, as was prison p .
IF\’/EIltr:glai:la and Jackson; wounding Magee; and killing Haley and wounding other
hostages. ' -
O"SI"hi following version of events is pieced together from a variety of (some;tme;
contradictory) sources. On August 21, 1971, Stephen Bingham (who had replace
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Stender as Jackson’s attorney) visited George Jackson at San Quentin. Inside Bing.
ham’s tape recorder were hidden a 9mm pistol and an Afro wig. During their meet
ing in a private attorney room, Bingham allegedly gave Jackson the gun, which he |
placed on his head and covered wich the wig. A guard later noticed something pro.
truding from jackson's hair and asked to see it Discovered, Jackson loaded and -
fired che gun, subduing the guard(s) and freeing most of the prisoners in the Adjust-
ment Center. Three guards and two white Inmate trusties were executed in the
takeover, When Jackson rushed oyt of the Adjustment Cencer into the yard, he wag
shot in the back. Stephen Bingham, who eventually emerged from underground tg
stand trial, was acquitted in 1986,

Paul Liberatore, The Road 1o Hell: The True Story of George Jackson, Stephen Bingham, and the
San Quentin Massacre (New York: Atlantic Monthly Pre§s. 1996), 199. o

5. “Pistol and Wig Experiment,” San Francisco Chronicle, 28 August 1971. Quote.d in Eric
Mann, Comrade George: An Investigation into the Life, Political Thought and Assassination of
George Jackson (New York: Harper & Row, 1974).
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There exists already a new unitarian and progressive current in the movement cen-
tering around political prisoners. The question at this point, 1 feel, is how to
develop unitarian conduct further—against the natural resistance of establishment
machinations—through the creation of new initiatives and a dialectic so clear in
its argumentation, presentation and implementation that it will of its own weight
force the isolation of reactionary elements. Both individual-attitudinized and orga-
nized reaction must be isolated.

Unitary conduct implies a “search” for that something in common, a conscious
reaching for the relevant, the entente, and in our case especially the reconcilable.
Throughout the centralizing-authoritarian process of American history, the ruling
classes have found it expedient, actually necessary to insinuate upon the people
instrumentalities designed to discourage and punish any genuine opposition to hier-
archy. There have always been individuals and groups who rejected the ideal of saci-
ety above sociery. The men who placed themselves above society through guile,
fortuitous outcome of circumstance and sheer brutality have developed two princi-
pal institutions to deal with any and all serious disobedience—the prison and insti-
tutionalized racism. There are more prisons of all categories in the United States
than in all other countries of the world combined. There are at all times two-thirds
of a million people or more confined to these prisons. Hundreds are destined to be
executed outright legally and thousands quasi-legally. Other thousands will never
again have any freedom of movement barring a revolutionary change in all the insti-
tutions that combine to make up the order of things. Two thirds of a million people
may not seem like a great number compared against the total population of nearly
two hundred and five million.! However compared to the one million who are
responsible for all the affairs of men within the extended state, it constitutes a strik-
ing contrast not at all coincidental, and perhaps deserving of careful analysis. What
[ want to explore now are a few of the subtle elements that I have observed to be
standing in the path of a much needed united front (nonsectarian) to effectively
reverse the legitimatized rip-off.

[ will emphasize again that prisons were not institutionalized on so massive a scale
by the people. Though all crime can be considered a manifestation of antithesis,
some crime does work out to the well understood detriment of the people. Most
crime, however, is clearly the simple effect of a grossly dispraportionate distribution
of wealth and privilege, a reflection of the state of present property relations. There
are no wealthy men on death row, and so very few in the general prison population
that we can discount them altogether—imprisonment is an aspect of class struggle
from the outset. A closed society intended to isolate those who quite healthfully

disregard the structures of a hypocritical establishment with their individual
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actions, and those who would organize a mass basis for such action. U.S. history is
replete with examples of both types, the latter extending from the early Working
Men's Benevolent Association through the events surrounding the Ancient Order
of Hibernians, The Working Men's Party wha organized against the excesses of the
1877 depression, all the way to the present era when the Communist Party was
banned (during this country's fascist takeover), and the Black Panther Party in the
practical sense assaulted and banned.?

The hypocrisy of Amerikan fascism will not allow it to openly declare that it
does hold political offenders—thus the hundreds of versions of conspiracy laws and
the highly sophisticated frame-up. This is the first point of attack in the educational
sense. Why do prisons exist in such numbers, what is the real underlying economic
motive of crime, and the diacritical breakdown of types of offenders or victims? If
offenders is the better term it must be clearly presented that the language of the law
is definitely weighted and deceptive, it should be clear that when one “offends” the
totalitarian state it is patently not an offense against the people of that state, offend-
ing the state translates into an assault upon the privilege of the privileged few.

Could anything be more ridiculous than the officious titles to indictments read-
ing: “The People of the State . . . vs. Bobby Seale and Ericka Huggins” or “The
People of the State . . . vs. Angela Davis and Ruchell Magee.” What people are
referred to?—clearly the hierarchy, the armed minority,

Then in the John Doe cases where an actual robbery or theft was committed, we
must elucidate the real causes of economic crimes; or any crime, of passion against
repression, the thrill crime, we must be all inclusive. All crime is motivated by sim-
ple economic oppression, or the psycho-social effects of an economic order that was
decadent 100 years ago. Objective socio-economic conditions equals social produe-
tive or counter-productive activity, in all cases determined by the economic system,
the method of economic organization, the maintenance of that organization against
the forces of progress that would change it. Even the psychalogy of the sick individ-
ual, perpetrator of a “thrill crime” must ultimately be traced to a sick gociety.

Prisoners must be reached and made to understand that they are victims of social
injustice. This is my task working from within (while I'm here—my persuasion is
that the war goes on no matter where ane may find himself on bourgeois dominated
soil). The sheer numbers of the prisoner class and their terms of existence make
them a mighty reservair of revolutionary potential. Working alone and from within
a steel enclosed society there is very little that people like myself can do to free the
retrained potential revolutionary. That is part of the task of the “Prison Move-
ment.” “The People of the State . . . vs. John Doe” is as tenuous as the clearly
political frame-ups. It's like stating “The People vs. The People.” Man against him-
self.

The “Prison Movement” serves another important political end. 1t makes the
ruling class conscious of our determination to never surrender our economic right
to hold the implements of production in our own hands short of physical death.
Detention will not check our movement. The August 7th® movement and all actual
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acts of, and actempts to, put the keeper to death serve this notice best. They also
hint at the ulrimare goal of revolutionary consciousness at every level of struggle,
the major level at the point of production, and all the substructural levels, The goal
is always the same: the creation of an infrastrucrure capable of fielding a peaple’s
army.

There should be no one among us who still doesn't understand that revolution is
aggressive, and that the making of demands on the manipulators of the systemn, that
they cannot or will not meet must eventually move us all into a violent encounter

into significant areas of antiestablishment activities, history clearly forewarns us
that when the prestige of power fails a violent episode precedes its transformation,

We can attempt 1o limit the scope and range of violence in revolution by mobiliz-

ing as many partisans as possible at every level] of socio-economic life, but consider.
ing the hold that the ruling class of this country has on the apolitical i general
and its history of violence, nothing could he more predictable than cjvil disarders,
perhaps even civil war, | don't dread either, for there are no goad aspects of monop-
aly capiral, no good or beneficial guardntees, so no reservations need be recognized
in its destruction, No interpretation of what revolution will be s required really,
not in the U.S., not in the face of monopaly capital. As it stands above us monopoly
capital is an obstruction that leaves us in the shade and has made us its servant. It
must be completely destroyed, not rejected, not simply transformed, but destroyed
utterly, torally, ruthlessly, relentlessly—as immediately as possible terminated!

Wich this as a common major goal it would seem that unitarian conduce of al]
parties concerned in active antiestablishment struggle on various levels should find
lictle difficulty in developing initiatives and new methods consistent with the goals
of mass society.

Regretfully this has not been the case, although as I stated there can be detecred
in the prison movement the beginnings of a unitary current cutting across the ideo-
logical, racial and cultural barricades that have in all times past blocked the natural
coalition of Jeft wing forces. This brings us to another vita aspect of the activity
surrounding political prisoners. Perhaps on oyr substructural level with steadily
attentive efforts at building the united front We can provide an example for the
partisans engaged at other levels of struggle. The issues involved and the dialectic
which flows from the clear objective existence of overt oppression could be the basis
of, o a spring baard for our genuine entrance into the tide of increasing worldwide
socialist consciousness. In clearing away the obsracles that preclude a united lefe
for the defense of political prisoners and prisoners in general there muyse first be a
renunciation of the idea rhat ai] participants must be of one mind and should work
at the problem from g single party line or methodical singularity. The reverse of
this is actually desirable. “From all according to ability.” Each partisan, outside the
vanguard elemencs, should proceed in a popularization strategy in the area of their
natural environment, the places where they pursue their normal lives when not
attending the rallies and demonstrations. The vanguard elements (organized party
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workers of all ideological persuasion) go among the peo.ple concerétrated.? the ral-
lying point with elevation strategy, promoting commitment an ;::11‘0‘{'1 ing t;:?n-
crete, clearly defined activity for them to popufgnze. The vang};zf e t}mlen are
first searching out people who can and will contrlbu'te to the building o t;le com-
mune, the infrastructure—(with pen and clipl.aoard in hand)—--f(‘)r tho.selwd.o -gmi
not yet take thar step a “packet” of pamphlets is provided for use in their individua
PU{j‘;::y of the left factions in this substructm.lral aspect 'of Fhe'movemﬁnt, .Whlch
centers around political prisoners and prisons in general, is mgmf?canlt then in SEV;
eral ways. With our example we can begin w0 brc?ak tht? olld behav;ora : pattiall;ns tftar
have repeatedly won bourgeois capitalism, its 1rr'1pertahsm. and asc:l‘sm,f ife afte
death over the last several decades. We free a massive potential reservoir lo partts;ns
for cadre work, and finally we begin to address. one of the most 'COIEP ex psycf o-
social by-products that economic man wich his private enterprise has manufac-
turlf’:\cfle siii[lstr}{:is mast critical barrier to our needs of unity FoF las‘c. Racism is a ques-
tion of ingrained traditional atticudes conditioned t}?rough mstatutmns:lfor somte,
it is as natural a reflex as breathing. The psychosocial effects of ti:le dic c};t.omous
habitudes set up by a particularly sensitized racism compoundecll thh' the ' 1tteresctl:
of class repression has served in the past to lrere.:r us ta\ll tprac:mc:ally inactive, an
mpt progressive action, particularly imporent. '
WhI:'r; L‘Tr?itaetctlelef}; if pogssibie in this country the major obscaclfe must be conzlde?ed
racism, white racism to be blunt. The categories can l3e be.:st stmp%tﬁes.by re uc;xlfxg
them to three, the overt self-satisfied racist who doesn'c de.lgn to htc%e is anclpag ¥,
the self-interdicting racist who harbors and nureures racism in spite of their EI:;C )
efforts, and the unconscious racist, preduct of preconceived notions that must be
n history. ‘
blE;H:lZi;) the exisience of Black racism outright, by fiat [ deny it. :Foo n;uch Bla;:lk
blood has flowed between the chasm that separates the races, it's fun gmenta‘ ¥
unfair to expect the Black man to differentiate at a .glance the self-'ac’ceptmg‘ ::glmsil:;
the self-interdicting racist and the unconscious racist. The agologlsts term lac
racism” is either a healthy defense reflex on the part'of the smcere‘Biack pﬁmsarj
atrempting to deal with the realistic problems of survival and elevation, or the rac
i VEIIment stooge organs.
lsnj\ithiiEOpSrtisans we mgust ricognize and all.ow for the existence of all -t;ff:
types of racists, as we accept ourselves in relation thereto, but all muﬂst sc} -
viewed as the effect of the system. It is a system that must be crushed tst, for i
continues to manufacture new and deeper contradictions of bo‘th class andbracte.
Once it is gone we may be able to address in depth the.effects of its pre?egce utino
a great extent, we must combat racism while we are in the process o e§§rc;3;nagl
it. The psycho-social effects of hundreds of years qf mutually EXC[L}IDSIV.E z;tn 15
positions on race and class and symbols, hierarchy in g"sneral mu‘st be iso E'lée I
The self-interdicting racist, no matter what his acquired conviction or ideology,
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will seldom be able to contribute with his actions in any really concrete way. Their
role in revolution, barring a change of basic character, will be minimal throughout.
Whether the basic character of 4 man can be changed at all is still question. Bug

. we have in the immediacy of che “issues in question” the perfect opportunity to
test the validity of marerialist philosophy again.

The need for unitarian conduct goes much deeper than the liberation of Angela
[Davis], Bobby [Seale], Ericka [Huggins], [Ruchell] Magee, Los Siete [de la Raza],
[Reies Lopez] Tijerina, white draft tesisters and now the indomitable and faithfyl
James Carr.t We have fundamental straregy to be proved—tested and proved. The
activity surrounding the protection and liberation of people who fight for us is an
important aspect of the struggle, but it is important only if it provides new initia-
tives that redirect and advance the revolution under new progressive methods.
There must be a collective redirection of the old guard, the factory and union agita-
tor, with pamphlet and silenced pistol, the campus activist who can counter the {ll-
effects of fascism ar ies training site, the lumpen-proletarian intellectuals with revoly-
tionary scientific socialist attitudes co deal with the masses of streec people living
outside the system already. Black, Brown, White are victims, fight! At the end of
this massive collective struggle we will uncover our new man; he is a creation of the
process, the fueure, he will be betrer equipped to wage the real sttuggle, the perma-
nenc struggle after the revolurion—the one for new relationships between man.

NOTES

Originally published in If They Come in the Moming: Voices of Resistance, ed. Angela Y. Davis
and Bettina Aptheler {New York: The Third Press, 1971), 141-47.

L. Editor's note: Currently, there are some 2.5 million people held in detention or prisons
in the United States.

2. Editor's note: The Working Men's Benevolent Association and Ancient Qrder of Hiber-

nians were Pennsylvania labor organizations related to the “Molly Maguires,” Accarding to
Eileen O'Gara, the

“Molly Maguires” were miners in the anthracite coal region of Pennsylvania who orpa-
nized into a union during the 18605 and 1870s. These miners were chiefly, aithough not
exclusively, Irish and the union was called the Working Men's Benevolent Associatian.
In general, the members of chis union were also members of the Ancient Order of
Hibernians, a semi-secrec fraternal society, which had its origin in Ireland as 2 com-
pletely secrer and anonymous association (Eileen O'Gara, “The Molly Maguires,” Sti-

dent Web Projects, 1998 www.providence.edu/po[isuifprojects/mmlIy_rnaguires,n’ [24 April
2002)).

See Kevin Kenny, Making Sense of the Molly Maguires (New Yorl: Oxford, 1998); S, B. Lilje-
gren, The Irish Element in the Valley of Fear {Copenhagen: Uppsala, 1964). When he claims
that the "Communist Party was banned,” Jacksan likely refers to the 1954 Communist Con-
trol Act, which, in effect, made membership in the Communist Party illegal in the United
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States (Floward Zinn, A People’s History of the United States [New York: Harper & Row, 1980],
425_2;35}01"5 note: By “August 7th Movement,” Jackson refers to his younger brother Jona-
thar.l’s “revolutionary attempe o free several Black prisoners from the Marm EDTI-I‘;V couré.
house in August 1970.” The attempt “ended in carnage. . ]acksoln, the judge 1e ki rla’a;(a:peh,
and all but one of the escaping prisoners died in the shooting out51'de the court 10?57_; B?t ;;
leen Neal Cleaver, “Back ro Africa: The Evolution of the Intemz.ltmnal Secrion 0[ i ; ac
Peanther Parry (1969-1972)," in The Black Panther Party [Reconsidered], ed. C.har t;;e . Jf/[nels
(Baltimore: Black Classic Press, 1998), 235; Joy James, ed., The Angela Y. Davis Reader {Mai-
: 10-11. .
dezf hgz;;f f;:;:";g; ;1.321812:} reading, see: Bettina Aptheker, The Moming Br'eak.s: The Trial
of /ﬁ:ngela Davis (New York: International Publishers, 1975);' The Ang.?_la Y. 13:11;:5 g;acrle;; Dc})]n—
Id Freed, Agony in New Haven: The Trial of Bobby Seale, E1I1cka chggms, and the Blacle émtk er
;arr_y (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1973); Marjorie Heins, Swictly Gherto Propeffy { e;- e-l
ley, Calif.: Ramparts, 1972); David DeLeon, ed., Leaders from the 1960.;:5 ? B;agra{z_: Ict:
Smlrcebook of American Actvism (Westport, Conn.: (?reenwood,. 1994),AK 1; ]arn;:(sJ Ozz;r ,
BAD—The Autobiography of James Carr (Dublin: Pelagian Press; reissued, ress, .



Chapter Six

Dhoruba Bin Wahad

Dhoruba Bin Wahad (Richard Moore) was bomn in the South Bronx in 1944, Like
most members of the Black Panther Party (BPP), he was young, only twenty-three,
when he left a Bronx gang, the Disciple Sportsmen, and joined the newly formed
New York Panther chapter in 1968. The New York chapter quickly became one of
the four major chapters of the Oakland-based group, managing other chapters and
branches aloeg the Eastern Seaboard. Bin Wahad, a skilled orator and one of the
party’s early leaders, worked on tenants' rights, police brutality, and drug rehabilita-
tion programs in Harlem, the South Bronx, and Brooklyn. He helped to develop the
Lincoln Detox center, a hospital-based rehabilitation center that used acupuncrure
rather than methadone maintenance for drug addiction. It was possibly one of the
earliest examples of the Rainbow Coalition, with the Young Lords Party and the
Young Patriots Party joining with the BPP in a community effort to curtail drug abuse.
The New York Police Department (NYPD), in complicity with COINTELPRO
operatives, indicted Bin Wahad and twenty other leaders of the New York BPP, the
“New York 21,” on April 2, 1969, for more than one hundred conspiracy charges
that included plots to assassinate New York City police officers and dynarnite city
department stores, a botanical garden, a police station, and a railroad right-of-way,
This case was a timely blow to one of the key arms of the national Black Panther
organizing body. The charges were without foundation and would be dismissed
later. However, in the aftermath of the arrests and warrants, the New York 21 were
incarcerated, and the New York Panther leadership decimared by the spurious
charges. Bin Wahad and Michael Cetewayo Tabor were released on bail and Jater
fled the counery during the erial because of a Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)-
iniriated plot to incite the national BPP leadership, under Huey Newton, to assassi-
nate them. After two years in prison and an eight-month-long trial, all the Black
Panther Party defendants, including Bin Wahad and Tabor in absentia, were acquit-
ted by a jury. Jury deliberations lasted less than an hour, and the verdict was

returned on May 13, 1971. Bin Wahad returned to the United States, yet remained
underground,
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The NYPD apprehended Bin Wahad outside an “after hours” bar in' the Bronx
in June of 1971 and charged him with the attempted murder of two ptlahce officers,
Thomas Curry and Nichelas Binetti, in Manhattan two months.earher. T.he case
that ensued set the precedent for what became knownl as the' Joinr Terrorist Task
Force, a joint investigative effort among New York City Police, New Y(?rk State
Police, and the FBI. After three trials in the case of The People v Dhoruba Bm. Withad,
he was conviceed in July of 1973 and sentenced to twenty-five years to life. Two
years later, the Church Committee Senate hearings brought COINTELPRQ ulnder
{semi-) public scrutiny and Bin Wahad's lawyers subsequently filed a civil ngh.ts
action to procure all documents pertaining to him and Fhe B[ack‘ Panther Party in
New York. Five years later, they received over 300,000 highly excised and unn‘:.ada-
ble documents that disclosed forged letters, phone calls, and anonymous articles
aimed at defaming the reputation, alliances, and unity of the BPP. Significantly,
the documents also contained over two hundred previo.usly undisclosed pages of
three FBI reports pertaining to Bin Wahad’s case, inc[udmg a record of an anony-
mous call to the police in which the prosecution’s key w1tnf‘:lss, PaLllhl?e Joseph,
exonerated Bin Wahad.! The defense received the final set of “Newlkill {an acro-
nym referring to killings in New York that the agency w"an'ted to connect to the
BPP) documents in 1987, twelve years after the initial civil rights action to procure
the evidence. Citing the inconsistency and possible perjury of Pauline Joseph in the
1973 trial and conviction, Dhoruba Bin Wahad and his lawyers filed for a retrial. A
New York Supreme Court granted a retrial on March 22, 19}90, and released Bin
Wahad from prison. The District Attomey's office dismissed his case on January 19,
1995, formally ending the twenty-six-year struggle that began with the New York

in 1969,
21%@2‘;‘“1;“@ lawsuits in 1995 and 2000, Dhoruba Bin Wahad received fettle;
ments for personal damages from the FBI and the City of New York, resmctwely..
With these funds, Bin Wahad founded the Campaign to Free Bl.ac.:k and.New Afri-
kan Political Prisoners (formerly the Campaign to Free Black Political Prlsoners‘and
Prisoners-of-War) and established the Insticute for the Development of Pan-African
policy in Accra, Ghana.
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COINTELPRO and the Destruction of

Black Leaders and Organizations
December 1992

The concept of a counterintelligence program is a strategy or a series of opetations
carried out, supposedly against a foreign government, desipned to counter their
intelligence work within the United States or within a particular society. It’s a war
strategy. But here it has mainly been employed against people of color. It was fist
employed against the CP USA [Communist Party USA]. Many of us who look back
historically realize that it was also employed against the [Marcus] Garvey move-
ment. In fact, that was the first rime it was employed against an organized, modern
national liberation movement. We also know, however, that the techniques of the
counterintelligence program began on the plantation.

The most basic strategy of any counterintelligence program is to confuse the
enemy and have them believing what you want them to believe. But also it has
another aspect to it, the aspect that we know as terrorism—intimidation and vio-
lence, making examples of leaders, making examples of people who resist. The
United States government perfected these techniques in Southeast Asia against the
people’s movement in Vietnam. Many of the police professionals who would later
lead the war of suppression against the FALN! and the Black Liberation Army went
on year-long sabbaticals to Vietnam to be trained in the Phoenix program. For
those of you who may not be aware of it, the Phoenix program was a program carried
out by the CIA, and its objective was to root out the infrastructure and the cadres
and troops of the National Liberation Front, the so-called Viet Coang.? They kilfled
over 50,000 people in this effort, many of whom were tortured and most of whom
were murdered in their sleep, much like Fred Hampton [the Chicago Black Pancher
leader].

The techniques of “low intensity warfare,” of counterinsurgency, of terrorism,
these technicues were perfected over a period of time and were used in very effective
ways against the Black liberation movement. Especially during periods of upsurge in
our consciousness and our activities. Barlier in the century, when Marcus Garvey
began to build the United Negro Improvement Association [UNIA], and built it
into a national organizarion of over a million Black men and women, and became
a significant threat in the eyes of the racist status quo in this society, the then fledg-
ling FBI took on the task of destroying Marcus Garvey. They did destroy him in the
sense that they managed to imprison him on false income rax evasion charges,
deport him from the country, and use infiltrators and undercover agents to sow dis-
sension within his organizatior.

The fragmentarion of the UNIA led directly to the establishmenr of a number of
organizations that we now know about. The primary one, of course, was the Nation
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of Islaml, but other movemengs came out of the fragmented Garvey moveme

'wel[. [t is important to understand that out of the fragmentation of thay move;E: "
in the 19205 and early 19305, the types of individuals thar came forward to il tlfl'l t
vacuum that was left as o consequence of the most principled and milirant nari Ie
ist leadership being eliminated, those who came forward were everything from cof?a —
latans to con artists, from buffoons to idiors, They came forward wich vari "
messages of liberation that, in and of themselves, may sound absurd to ys t;:ic;us
but beca‘use of the desperation of oppressed people, because of the psycholo icyl’
preparation that slavery had made among Black people and people of colar ingthe'l
society, many fell victim to thar, We know abour Sweet Daddy Grace, we 1 ¥
about Father Divine, we know abourt the pie-in-the-sky, pork chop prea'chers(:r?g

REPRESSION AND “LEADERSHIP SELECTION”

, .
wl’}}zi; wz:: re saying, we must be saying something right. That's not the case
& ounterintelligence Program went after buffoons and geniuses alike. It went

Eleﬁlgned to co-opt a legitimate revolutionary consciousness on the part of Black
oiks, and it wenr after revolutionraries as wel]. [t went after Dr. Martin Luther King
1

h N
b :Ne lthe Interests of Black people ar heart, or that he was not a sincere individual
a sincere combatant in the struggle for civil rights, bur it is to say thar Dr. Martin
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Luther King represented a tendency in the Black movement that was conciliatory.
A tendency that was, at best, challenging the system in order to become part of it
But the Counterintelligence Program made Dr. Martin Luther King a number one
target. At the same time it made Stokely Carmichael, Rap Brown, and SNCC [the
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee] number one targets. At the same
time it began to focus over eighty-five percent of its operations in the Black comrmu-
nity on the Black Panther Party.

What we are saying here is that organizations from the Nation of Islam to the
SCLC [the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, headed by Martin Luther
King, Jr.] and crganizations from cultural nationalist groups on the right to cultural
nationalist groups on the left were all targets of the United States counterinsur-
gency and counterintelligence program. This being the case, we cannot bur con-
clude that the basis for COINTELPRO, the reason rhat it existed and the reason
that it went after Black activists, Black preachers, etc., was ro weaken and destroy
any kind of independent organizations of Black people that were not under the
direct control of the racist forces in this country.*

It’s very important to understand this, because today, we are confronted with the
consequences of what happened. Today, many of the individuals who collaborated
with the system, who benefited from the murders of Black Panthers, who benefired
from the destruction of organizations that militantly espoused self-determination
for Black people, are in positions of power and influence. These individuals have
gotten to these positions because they identify on a very fundamental level with the
system that oppresses us. This is important to us because the greatest task before us
a5 a community, before we can even talk about challenging the power structure, is
to “challenge, neutralize, and destroy,” to use their terms, the Black middle class
that identifies with the system. We have to completely strip them of their power.
Their power, like the power of the preacher on the plantation, is derived from their
direct relationship to the racists who control this sociery. This is why preachers in

this city can endorse someone like [Senator Alphonse] D’Amaro [R-NY], a known
and vociferous enemy of people of color. Black so-called clergymen can endorse
D'Amato. They can endorse him because they can pick up the phone and get a
favor from him when we go to them crying about some injustice in our community
and D’Amato responds to them.

Power and leadership in our community has always been a question of the rela-
tionship of the power base to the dominant power structure. This means that leader-
ship behind closed doors is a way of life. This means that undercover deals are a
way of life. This means that unprincipled opportunism is a quality that Black leaders
must have in order to survive in this racist society. The fact that we have the leaders
that we have, the fact that we have the Jesse Jacksons and the Wyatt T. Walkers
and the David Dinkinses,’ the fact that we have these individuals leading us today
is a testimony to the effectiveness of the Counterintelligence Program. That’s my
major point.

Our failure to understand the limitations of cultural narionalism led to the situa-
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tion in the 1960s in which cultural nationalists such as Ron Karenga could carry out
the brutal assassination of Black Panthers at the behest of the Los Angeles Police
Department and be invited today to the college campuses to pontificate. Would you
invite Jonas Savimbi [the head of UNITA, the pro-South African government,
ClA-supported Angolan counterrevolutionary organization) here to talk about his
position in Angota? Would you sit here and listen to [the Zulu/South African reac-
tionary chief and apartheid collaborator Gatsha] Buthelezi discuss why Inkacha is
doing what it is doing? These are butchers of Black people. We do not understand
why people who have participated in the murder of Black revolutionaries today are
lauded as scholars and leaders in our community. Ron Karenga is bur one of them.
He is the most classic example of the Savimbis and the Buthelezis among us. I wanr

you to understand thar he was effective because he was a narrow cultural nation-
alist.6

CULTURAL NATIONALISM VS.
REVOLUTIONARY NATIONALISM

Revolutionary nationalism represented the type of nationalism that understood that
there was a common solidarity between all people under the same economic and
social political system. This oppression has its historical roots in the development of
European hegemony and power in the world. A revolutionary nationalist, therefore,
understands that internationalism is based upon an ideology and understanding of
who the enemy is, and what the limitations are of the enemy's program and ideol-
ogy. Cultural nationalists, on the other hand, said that to be Black is sufficient, that
our African-ness was so unique in and of itself that we need not aspire to struggle
in any arena other than the arena of African culture; thar we first of all had to
become aware of how beautiful we were, and we first of all had to become aware of
our ancient African traditions and ways.

Of course, [ am not one to disparage our traditions and our ways and our ances-
tors. Qur ancestors have gotten us here; our ancestors’ spirits have provided for us in
a society that was bent on our destruction. However, preceding every revolutionary
struggle, cultural awareness arises and becomes a mass awareness. Preceding the
upsurges of the 1960s Black people began to rediscover who they were. They began
to take the conk out of their hair, started wearing their hair narurally. Black women
started taking the makeup off their face and became proud of their big African lips.
Black men stopped curling and frying and dyeing their hair; they started wearing
Afros and dashikis, We started renaming ourselves in the tradition of our ancestors.
We embraced religions that reflected who we were. This cultural awareness preceded
revolutionary consciousness.

The enemy is a student of history. They know our history better than we do.
They analyzed the history and religions and trends in society around the world and
they came to certain conclusions. One of the conclusions they came to is that cul-
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cural nationalism in and of itself is reactionary. [t “.rql F\eveF lead to th-i 1errl;povw.ﬂr»
f people until it is politicized. Once it is politicized, it can possibly become
menlt i 1:r}lar So the key was to stop the politicization of our cultural awareness.
g;:g:e in;iividuals who preached narrow cultural nationalism had to be sup-
, be promoted.
poi??ﬁeio:ﬁztgfaiidP;};iﬁgagaﬁy ca?ne upon the scene in the 1960s, it was the fu’st
Black organization in contemporary times th:‘;lt, number one, ul;as a ;ad}:e c:.u(;gamza;i
tion and, number two, had a revolutionary ideology that encm1 rac:eht‘ e 11 eacan‘
notion that there were Black enemies of Black. peoPle basde lon.thejm 1 355;9 606-1
sciousness. This was difficult for the cultural natlonalllsts to deal wit mhF Z 1 s.
[ know. They were into having Black women walking three steps behind them.
They were into speaking Swahili and refusing to talk to any Whl[; fglkls lunder. any
circumstances. They said that because the B!ack Pam:h.er Party ha t';:s pos;n'on
and this analysis, white folks were controlling it. .They said that we1 wer; atemnizing
with white people and there were white people in the Black Pant '}11(31'F gi-tyl. o
When you look at the counterintelligence documents, you see t e FBI p ayed o
this. They sent false information and letsers to the Black studentg1 unions agounmdd
country in order to keep the Panthers off the.campus. And ;3 waly t tn?y \alists
couch their letters was in the phrases and terminology fIJf the cu t;ui; na {o}r: , :
The letters said that the Panthers were hanging out with \?fhm.: oh sl—mlt. 1;:1tnr
kies—you know the terminology they used. They would bn'ng in the cnc:al g?; fgr
of the FBI building and say, “Look, Brother Coon’,, why don't yo‘g v;nte \;}};c Ehe
us? You know, use that ol coon talk that you talk. Yea_lh, Fhey di dt ;t. eln wﬁg
used to place their phone calls they used to get the janitors an i] ebpeop 2 o
used to clean the offices in the FBI building to place the phone ;a 5 Blecallls 1tsy
couldn’t imitate the speech patterns of Black people, and they ha no Black agents.
This is all in the documents. This is all in the Ch'urch C‘fomfmttee mvistigamgn.k
So we need to understand that cultural nationalism, historically, has elenda r;:. e
on our revolutionary consciousness when the mass movemer.lt hasl no ff:allrl e}t;sl 1131.
They understood this so well that they went after‘the most radlcai.wtng Ic-) the Blac 5
movement. They went after them with guns, indlctmex?ts', and crm;mia ization, an
they boosted the reformist wing of the movement by giving them lltt e nl:arroltlstsxzo
tokens and antipoverty programs. They pushed forward the cul.turéi naFlona 1shite
say that the most radical nationalists were people who subscribed to some white,

leftist ideotogy.

REVOLUTION AND CULTURE

We have to be very clear that the Counterincelligence Progl':a.m \{v?s I:-jm onlyDaf \;\:;
strategy. It was a strategy designed to manipulate the politica lan scape of the
Black community, manipulate it in a way that we wou}d fmd ourse ve; twenty e
years later in the exact same position we were then. It's like déja vu. If you ever loo
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at some of the old speeches of Malcolm and look at some of the videos we're warch.
ing now, it’s like we’re talking about the same thing! [Heavy-weight boxing cham.
pion] George Foreman was on yesterday talking about decene housing and police
brurality and how we're not going to stop uatil the police stop, All you had ro do
was to change the date from 1963 ro 1997 and he would have been talking aboue
the exact same thing we're talking about now.

So how is it that we've managed for twenty-five years to talk about the same
thing? I'll tell you how it happens. Those individuals who embraced revolutionary
ideas and principles first of all realized that without a radical transformation of soci-
ety there will be no possibility of a new type of human being, a non-exploited
human being. A human being that can give the best of himself of herself to society
and thereby enrich themselves and enrich society in the process. Revolution means,
for us, the destruction of oppressive and exploitative systems. This, of course,
implies that if there is to be a revolution there have to be revolutionaries and g
revolutionary movement, and this movement has to have a culture. It has to have a
way to inspire and to communicare to its people. The culture that this society loves
to appropriate, but seldom gives its due to, is the culture of Africans in diaspora.
We all know that we are the lifeblood of an otherwise bloodless culture. We know
that it is our speech, our style, our very existence that peoples of the world emulate
when they emulate so-called American culture. It’s our music that has become
renowned worldwide. It is our poetry, our speech, our clothes; it is our very heing,

Therefore, the arena that the Counterintelligence Program focused on the most
was the arena of the mass culture. The mass culture is an area that is controlled by
what! The mass media. There could be no mass culture in this mulitribal society
were it not for the electronic media. The masg culture is promoted and promulgated
by the mass media. It was in the arena of the mass media that the revolutionary
nationalists had to first be discredited, It was in the arena of the mass media or in
the arena of the mass culture that our movement had to first be derailed, . . |

We have to take it to the streets, When we look at the films of the 19605, when
we look at the struggle thar unfolded in the 1960s, there was always that fundamen-
tal beat in the street. It was always going on in the streets. Without that happening
today, we are going to be subjected to definition by media. You can’t win because
they manufacture not only consent, they manufacture ideas. They are the masters
at putting a spin on something. Madison Avenue pays individuals six-digit figures
to figure out how to subliminally seduce people.

We are not up against a simple system that can be defeated only through debare
of ideas. We have to hegin to exert some serious force in this issue. Now I'm not an
advocate of violence. I'm not an advocate of the mindless use of force, But I do
think the judicious application of physical force can bring about a negoriated settle-
ment of issues that are otherwise unresolvable. I'think that once we have established

that our children will no longer listen to us, then I think we will begin to listen to
our children.
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NOTES

is selection is an edited version of a talk given by Dhoruba Bir} Wahad in Harlem‘ on
Tois 5eber 4, 1992, at an African Internacional Forum entitled “Cointelpro, Co'verrActlon,
Dﬁi irl[:e Des‘truction of Black Leaders and Organizations.”” The talk was transeribed by Lee
T;;Noyer. Qriginally published in Bulletin in Defense of Marxism 11, no. 106 (May 1993):
zzzz%dimr’s note: Fuerzas Armadas de Liberacion Nacional (Armed Forces of National L.ib'
:on) was an underground organization that acted as resistance toward the U.S. coloniza-
leaﬂ of Puerto Rico. Between 1974 and 198C, the FALN was accountable for nui:nemus
- ns against LS. military, government, and economic sites that they held responstble for
?;':Slodomination in Puerto Rico. By 1980, the 1.S. government craf:ked F]own on t‘he group
h' ‘u h a series of arrests. Jan Susler, "Unreconstructed Revolutionaries: Today's Puerto
;{izzng}?oliticai Prisoners of War,” in The Puerto Rican Movement, ed. Andres Torres and Jose
i i iversi 145,
Philadelphia: Temple Universicy Press, 1998},

g ;/elEaz?t];:'zs(nﬂte: “Ol;eration Phoenix™ was an assassination program undertaken by 'th'e
CIP; in southern Vietnam. “Special Operations Groups (SOGs)," thmg rt?dsuppre;sis dissi-
1 ili ilicary formacions, operated in a widespread coun-

dent voices, and other military and nonmi : ) o e

i cy program. At this time, a Special Operaclonsl ervice .

E;::n&ur:;gtzré étztef under the FBI and CIA o create similar program.::x;iomestllcall}(l. \é(/'lzri

i i Repression: The FBI's Secret Wars against the Blac

Churchill and Jim Vander Wall, Agents of he Black
{ i : South End Press, 1988), 194-95;

Party and the American Indian Movement (Boston : 95

g::rtl}:tec:‘n gLZIEy. U.S. Army and Allied Ground Forces in Viemam: Order of Battle (Washing

.C.: LS. News Books, 1981}, 251-53. ‘ N

tor_’;, [I)Sciro}'i note? vSVweet Daddy Grace and Father Divine were leaders of different rehglousE

“cul.t" groups in Harlem during the Depression. Sweer Daddy G.race fm:med tl‘}e. Hoiuse l{:
Prayer shortly after Father Divine created the Peace Mission. H}ialmgfse}s‘wc];x;s. iscpuitua fr:ltitw—
izi the black comm .

ings, and Messianic hope served as a way of organizing members o '

;1;{185 :fntheir adherents were former followers of Marcus Garvey, who pr'ophestecl a biacﬁ

messiah and redemption. Both groups organized against racial and econamic Gpprelssmg.a}'t
attempted to formulate alternatives with their congregants. Rob‘crt‘ Weishort, Fat 131'6010&1';&
and the Struggle for Racial Equality (Urbana: University of Hlinois Press, 1983), 60--63,
e i theally for African Americans or
4. Editor's note: COINTELPRO was not destgned specifically for Africa mericans or

b]at;k progressives. It was created and utilized against formations zfnd mdw‘ldua 5 t atdc a
lenged elite dominance and structural oppression; however, those .clisproportflonately and vio-
lently victimized by COINTELPRC were African, Native, or Latino Amencan's.. e,
5. Editor's note: Civil rights activist Jesse Jackson, Sr.; former Southern CZl*arlscllalI:j eaye :
shié Conference leader, New York Reverend Wyatt T. Walker; first elected black New Yor!

Ci ayor, David Dinkins. . .
IEY nédrtor's note: The FBI's Counterintelligence Program employed Igpcratl?nijlg iﬁ;;&;
te di fon | BPP) and Ron Karenga's US.

d sion between the Black Panther Party { . rel :
:lif:attzct;zczsed were planting cartoons of each organization characterizing the Sother :r:‘ ;1
negative way. US members killed BPP leaders John Higgins and Bunchy parter. CT tAge :
of iepression 41; Charles E. Jones, ed., The Black Panther Party [Reconsidered] (Baltimore:

Black Classic Press, 1998).



Chapter Seven

Jalil Abdul Muntaqim

jalil Abdul Muntagim (Anthony Bortom) was born on October 18, 1951, in Qak-
land, Califarnia, and grew up in San Francisco. Attracred to antiracist and civil
rights activism in the 1960s, Bottom began organizing for the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) as an adolescent. In high
school, he was often recruired to engage in “speak outs” on behalf of the Black
Student Union (BSU). He also participated in street protests against police brutal-
ity.! After the assassination of Martig Luther King, Jr., in 1968, though, he became
convinced of the need to use armed strategies to combat racist repression.2

At the age of eighteen, Muntaqim joined the Black Panther Party (BPP). During
this time, between late 1968 and 1969, the black underground organization, later
known as the Black Liberation Army (BLA), began to militarize ’ The New York
Times in 1971 defined the BLA as a “loosely knit amalgam of terrorists that arcse
out of a Black Panther factign.” Muntagim described the formation as “a politico-
military organization, whose primary objective is to fight for the independence and
self-determinarion of Afrikan people in the United States,”™

While those in the Black Panther Party's aboveground offices focused on organiz-
ing, communicating with nationwide party affiliates and orher revolutionary groups,
and forming positive political and social relarions with tocal black communities
across the country, Muntagim and fellow members of the underground became
experts in military strategy and served as the essential “armed wing of the above-
ground political apparatus.”s When the party split (into Newton vs. Cleaver or
West vs. East Coast factions), however, this balance of skills was disrupted and the
BPP lost political support. The BLA continued the movement in their area of

On August 28, 1971, one week after a San Quentin prison guard shot and kiifed
imprisoned BPP Field Marshall George Jackson, Muntaqgim and Albert “Nyh”
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Washington were arrested in California for the alleged atterr%pted killi.ng of a San
Francisco police sergeant. New York police charged Muntagim, Washmglto.n, and
another BPP and BLA member, Herman Bell, with the May 21., .1271, killings of
two Harlem police officers, Waverly Jones and Joseph A. Piagentini.6 The shoaotout
that led to the deaths of the two officers came only two days after two otheir NYPD
officers were wounded by gunfire, an incident for wi"uch an anonymous _mfformer
declared the BLA responsible.” Using George Jackson's murder as substantiation for
a motive of BLA retaliation, police entered the gun that Muntaglﬂ; held at the San
Francisco shooting as evidence in the New York City murder mal:

The FBI's COINTELPRO project to suppress radicals was effectively used to cap-
ture and convict Muntaqim, Washington, and Bell {Bel] was arreited TWO years
later) for the killings. They became known as the “New Yorl'c Three'. .Accordmg to
Ward Churchill and Jim Vander Wall, the FBI secured the'lr convictions by coer-
cion of witnesses and perjured testimonies.? While Munragim, Bell, and Washing-
ton received an evidentiary hearing in 1992, in which they s'uccessvfully pfoved Fhe
government’s suppression of evidence and its illegal conduct in cheir previous trial,
their appeals were denied by the state and federal courts on the gro-unlcis that the:se
violations, when considered separately, did not warrant a nevci trial. 'Muntaglm
and Bell remain incarcerated in New York. Albert “Nuh" Washqgton died of liver
cancer in April 2000, in New York’s Coxsackie C‘orrecti‘ona% Facility.! . ,

Muntaqim has remained active as an educator and writer in support of prisoners
rights and social justice. In 1976, while ar San Quentlrf prison, he la'unched tl.le
National Prisoners Campaign to petition the United Nations to recognize th‘e exis-
tence of political prisoners in the United States.!? Through the Nlamonal Prisoners
Afrikan Srudies Project, he participates in the education of other inmates, and has
filed numerous lawsuits on behalf of prisoners.” Muntagim also conceived of the
Jericho '98 March on Washington, which drew thousands.. to support of the freedom
of U.S. political prisoners. With Bell, he helps to coordinate Victory Gart‘:!e.ns——
Food for Harlem,” a project that seeks to join rural and urban communities—
through the farming and distribution of fresh food and the dts‘n_'1butm.n of
educational materials on amnesty/clemency campaign§ Lfor U.S. political prison-
ers~in political unity that transcends race and class divisions.
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Arm the Spiris {18 September

On the Black Liberation Army (Abridged)

September 18, 1979

INTRODUCTION: 1966-1971

The history of our national liberation struggle is one of the most irr.lporta.nt sources
from which the political [parties}, the oppressed masses and the ‘l1beratlon armed
forces can draw lessons elucidating the nature of their oppression z.md the task
before them: moving towards independence and freedom. I‘n this article, wlould
flike to present to the masses the general history of the e‘volutton of the Black Liber-
ation Army (BLA). This will be a brief historical overwex?r. h? order to p'rotect peo-
ple who are or were at one time associated with the BLA, it will not provide specific
historical dara. o ‘

The Black Liberation Army is a politico-military organization wht‘)se primary
objective is to fight for the independence and self-determination of Afrikan people
in the United States. The political det)ermination of the BLA evolved out of the

-defunct Black Panther Party (BPP).
m{?v(/?tiﬁihe advent of the Black Panther Party for Self—Defe‘nse in October 1966,
the question of armed struggle and resistance to racist oppression emerged as a plau-
sible strategy in the developing liberation movement. In late 196§ and' early 1969,
the forming of a Black underground began. From Los Angeles, Cahfom‘.la, tc? Texas,
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama, armed units were formed and tratned in rural
areas, and caches of resources were established. - ' '

In the same period, in Oakland, San Francisco, Detroit, Chicago, Philadelphia,
Chio, and New York, and other communities across the country.l Bla.ck Panther Party
offices were being established to formulate a political relationship with the oppressed
Black masses. From 1969 1o 1972, the BPP came under vicious attack by the State
and Federal governments. The federal government employed COINTEITPRO (the
FBI program implemented with cooperation from the CIA and local police depalrt-
ments) as a means to destroy the aboveground political apparatus that fielded the
Black underground.! But it wasn't until 1969 that the BPP began its purge-of many
of its most trusted and militant members, many of whom eventually joined the

derground. ‘

BI%C;( llgll'l, fontradicticms perpetuated by COINTELPRO within the 1eadershtg of
the BPP caused the split berween [Huey] Newton and [Ekflridge] 'Cleaver, whlclh
eventually split the entire Black Panther Party into two major factlo.ns‘. .It was this
BPP split and factionalism that propelled the Black undergroundl to initiate a con-
sistent practice of armed struggle for Black liberation. The ‘SFaEe 5 arlmed olt’:fens;ve
to liquidate the Party in order to destroy aboveground activity for liberation also
played into this development. -

This is not to say that armed action by the Black underground against the State
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did not occur prior to the split. On the contrary, by 1971 the Black undergroung

was becoming rich in experience in the ractics of armed expropriations, sabotage,
and ambush-assaults,

THE “DEFENSIVE-QFFEN. SIVE: 1970-1971

Prior to the split, the Black underground had been the official armed wing of the -
aboveground political apparatus, and for that reason had restrained its military -

activity. It was not an autonomaouys entity, The Black underground, though experi-
enced in many areas of tactical military guerrilla warfare, was still politically infap.

tile. Although ir was becoming organizationally sophisticated gs a fghting
Y separate from the above.

apparatus, it did not establish an infrastructure complere|
ground BPP cadres and chapters. This would become one of the major detriments
to the Black underground after the Black Panther Party split.

Based upon the split and factionalism in the BPP, and in the context of height-
ened repression by the State, the Black underground was ordered to begin establish.
ing the capacity to take the “defensive-offensive” ig developing urban guerrilla

warfare. Hence, in 1971, the title “Black Liberation Army" {or “Afro-American
Liberation Army”) surfaced as the name of the oy

in Mexico City, many students and demonstrators were killed by Mexican police.?
One of those students was reported to have had pi

which was written the name Black Liberation Army. Whether or not there was a

Both before and afrer the split in the BPP and the call for the “defensive—
offensive,” the Black underground had commirted many armed attacks against the
State as part of the BPP {and, starting in May 1971, as the Black Liberation Army).
Many of these are unrecorded. Here | would like to present t
LEAA Task Force report on BLA acivity. (It should be n
were recorded by the date when police agencies captured, killed, or in some way
received informarion concerning BLA activity. They are, therefore, one sided and
By no means indicative of all BLA activity in the last ten years.) . . 3

he Justice Department
oted thar these reports

On the Black Liberation Army 109

blish a defensive (self-defense) front thar would offensively protect the above-
EStEulmd forces, whose purpose and task were to develop a mass movement towards
Bro Lo
nﬂtlon;l‘ hzfrzzn; r1:ismric:al transition was taking place. The civil rights movem:cnt
hadA;i[v;; way 'to the riotous 1960, the creation of Bl.’P chap'te.rs l.)rave?y ﬁghtmi

inst police atracks in Black communities, and massive mobilizations in ?uppm::l
ﬁatli?e Vietnamese national liberation war, Hence, th.e-commctler;lcem[ent onzxrme

le by our forces responded to this historical transition and deve opment.

i there was a problem: In the early seventies, the Black undergrom?d was the

B:cs wing of the aboveground BPP. Unfortunately, the sub.sequem: split and fach::
o lism within the BPP obstructed logistics and communications -between ca
:::O(:)a in the Black underground in various parts sz the' COUntry. Thit; C:it:i;::
greatest impediment to the advent of the Black Liberation Army, so Sa ,che cor
mencement of armed struggle could be said o have F:veen premature. Su Jermineti
our capacity to wage a sustained protracted national hberammit war \zas ur; ermined
by the split in the aboveground polit.'lcal apparatus, 'for the ?h :11-3gl; ound sil
depended on the aboveground for logistics and commumcattolrllsl. e Dlack undec
ground was comprised of militants who had not grown to political m iy t;;.rategy
result, the underground was left without a Po[ttlco—mlhtcairy stg%llcturclaj :n | sategy
to merge into a national formarion emp[c?ylmg stfil?le an ;n; ile ure i and s
guerrilla warfare in conjunction with the rising militancy of the oppres

STRATEGIC RETREAT: 1971-1975

By late 1971, the Black underground was ordered to begin a strateg‘ic retre;t;‘):;
reorganize itself and build a national structure. The call for the Islt.rateglc retrelread
too late, however, for many cadres. Many of the most mature mi u:;m:s w;: jominyf
deeply underground, separated from those aboveground I?»PP r?elin ;rs t\: 10 contin.
ued to support armed struggle after the split. The repression cI) the ti{  condinued
to mount, especially now that the Black undergmun.d. was hampere ); e
strife and isolated by the loss of the aboveground political Support appar s {and
with virtually no support coming from existing Biacl‘c commumFY groups adeve1 5 :
nizations). At the same time, it must be stated, a ma;?r c:ontradu:tmnlwa‘sn el éad
ing between the Black undergroundlagd Euro—Amer[:ce;n forces employing

ics i te of the Vietnamese liberation struggle. .
tacl;;csl ;';35 Egg ,Othis contradiction became full-blown: Spfaciﬁc Eurol—./’f.mt[ancan Orftvz;
lutionary armed forces refused to give meaningful material and p‘i liéu:a 'supqu‘ i
the Black Liberation Movement, more speciﬁcallyl, to the Black Li erati{on liticai
Thus, in 1974 the Black Liberation Army was without an abovegroun pcnithoth
support apparatus; logistically and structurally scacrered across the country w
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the means to unite its combar units; abandoned by Euro-American revolutionary
armed forces; and being relentlessly pursued by the Stare’s reactionary law enforce.
tNent agencies and programs, It was only a matter of time before the Black Libers-

tion Army would be virtually decimared as g fighting clandestine organization,

CONTINUING THE FIGHT IN THE
COURTS AND PRISONS

By 1974-75, the fighting capacity of the Black Liberation Army had been
destroyed. But the BLA asa poIitico-miiitary organization had not been destroyed,
because the imprisoned comrades continued attempting ¢o escape and persisted in
fighting their political trials. These efforts forged ideological and political theory
concemning the building of the Black Liberarion Movement and revolutionary
armed struggle. In the courts, Black Liberation Army members sought to place the

utionaries, never humanitarians, never political activises.

Buc the undaunted revolutionary fervor of captured BLA members continued to
serve the revolution—even from within the caurtrooms and the
the State on trial, the BLA was able 1o expose the contradiction between the false-
hood—that the Stare protects the rights of al] people—and the actuality—thar the
State only protects the rights of the capitalist-class bourgeoisie. The comrades on
trial sought to undermine the State’s Attempts to play off the BLA as an insignifi-

STRATEGIC CAMPAIGNS: 1975 -1979

By late 1975, the Black Liberarion Army established a Coordinating Committee,
essentially comprised of imprisoned members and outside supporters who had
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emerged during the years of political prosecution in th.e courts, The first t'asl‘f of tﬂe
rdinating Cormmittee was to distribute an ideclogical doc?_u-ment deplc.t:mg't &
ch?gretical foundarions of the Black Liberation Army’s political determination,
't['his document was entitled “A MESSAGE TO THE BLACK MOVEMENT—A
Political Statement from the Black Underground.’.’ The Messz)age to the Black
Movement put forth several political premises'underiyangt the BI;A s status ?i\a ﬁfivo—
lutionary political-military organization fighting for national liberation o ikan
i i tes.
pe?plfai: tllg??;] Iallfxtc?dlﬁs);z, ihe Coordinating Committee distributed the first .B.LA
ne“zfetrer, an organizational publication designed to forge ideolc.}gical z.and pohru:afl:
clarity and unity among BLA members captured and confined in various p;lrts a
the country, The BLA newsletter began to Serve as a means for BI',A Eem ersfto
voice their understanding of the national liberation struggle, and in this wal?r,' cn['
the entire organized body to share in ideas and strengthen our colle}tl:tlv; pto 1;1::;1
determination as a fighting force. Over the years, the news[etter- as ; ehpeBsz
develop cadres inside and outsichal &[31;] prison and o }Jroaden the capacity of the
i erve the national liberation struggle. .
° lcr;3 rllgfllg,e rilbem of the Black Liberation Arm}r launched' :? nar:io.nal cam;;algn
to petition the United Nations conceming the plight of pohltlcal prisoners o T\:lalr
and conditions of the U.S. penal system, on behalf of Fhe prison move.mai:}t.d h:s
BLA-iniciated and led UN. Prisoners Petition Campzflgn wrtually. revléa ized ¢ cz
prison movement actoss the country and forged the impetus behlnlgl the présen
Human Rights campaign to the United l\]atis:JrL‘s:5 The_ UN PFlsoners etlt:lc?r} am;
paign was the first to call for an intemnational investigation into d}e conditions o'
U.S. prisons. It also called for the release of p?l1t1cai prisoners of wai to & non
imperialist country that would accept them. (Thlf year, another natlcn;a (L:‘amlialgf’;
entitled “National POW Amnesty Campaign” has heen launc}}e .} Lastly, Ld
1976-77, the Coordinating Committee distributed.a Stuc!y Guide to 'capt;lre
members of the BLA as a means to consolidate the ideclogical pfarspec!l:};es tom
which the BLA would provide political leadership to the national liberation
Str;ffrls.w?‘} to the present, the BLA has continuously provided i‘deokll?g:cal a;lnd
political perspectives within the Black Liberation Moverpent, :cmd in this ¥f¥ac§:
given leadership to the movement. However, the Black Liberation ArmY.stl cks
principled support from progressive forces throughout‘the country. Th; pnrnaal-y T y
son for this lack of support is the fact that the BLA stil] C‘E.IIIS fOI." armed struggle a‘l?t—
the building of a revolutionary armed front. The‘ Black Liberation ArIEny [51.’:1 po ¢
ico-military organization. In the last five years it }}as served to deve 0121 the mad
movement to merge with the political determinatu.m of th(? -Iilack'lgn erground.
The merger is based upon the development of a r}ational po.httco-m} .1ta{'y strat.eiy—r
in unity with the aspirations and strategic initiat‘lves of various poln.:u:a clJrganlllz y
tions throughout the country. The Black Liberation Army ha§ consistently cal ed
for the development of a Black Liberation Front or Black United Front, a unite
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front of Black revolutionary nationalists to establish the political determination of
the class and national liberation struggle towards independence and for the freeing -
of the land. At this stage, there are several areas of progress that may serve tg |
sFrengthen, consolidate, and mobilize the national liberation struggle for ch ey
tions of the oppressed Black masses. # S
The building of the Afrikan National Prisoners Organization is a positive step fo
vatlous progressive Black forces to develop principled working relationships allir
ances, and coalitions, and further build towards the Black Liberation Frent. ,Simi:

lacly, the National Black Human Rights Coalition will allow a greater nurber of

Biack. organizations and groups representing oppressed Black masses to educate
organize, and mobilize against racist, capitalist imperialism in conjunction with the,
h.mghtened struggles in Namibia and Azania [South Africa] and escalating human
r.lghts violations here in North America. Bur i is imperative that these new forma-
gons develop a struggle line that supports the need for armed struggle in the United
B;;tj:i z:g;ir,attl'ils;ef::; ;.l:e oldest revolutionary armed force in North America—the
It is practically 1980 and the Black Liberation Army (the Black underground)
has been in exiscence for over ten years. The last ten years have been hard years of
strugglet. We have lost many comrades, we have made many mistakes, but we have
never lied nor compromised our principles in struggle. The growth ,and develop-
ment of the BLA depends on the growth and development of the entire class ar?c[
r}atllonal liberation struggle. The BLA’s ability to build revolutionary armed strugele
lhes in the willingness of the oppressed masses to support the BLA. This means fagll-
ing for th? BLA to act and building areas of support in the work place, in the home
in the social places of entertainment, but most of all amongst the poli,tical organiza—’
tions and groups with whom the oppressed masses are affiliated. It is essential and
necessa.ry that the general mass and popular movement understand the need for
revolutu?nary armed struggle/forces. They must recognize that the existence of the
Blao-::k Liberation Army is rhe foundation for the preservation of the class and
natllonal liberation struggle as the socio-economic conditions of U.S. monopol
capitalism worsen and as racist repression intensifies. h o
f}s mentioned earlier, another national political campaign has been launched
This new campaign calls for the release andfor exchange of captured members oi"
the Black underground and other revolutionary forces acrass the country. But it
must be understood that the principle objective of this campaign is also t'o build
support for revolutionary armed struggle, employing international law and politics
(spea‘ﬁcally, Protocols of the Geneva Accords) concerning the existence of politi-
cal prisoners of war in the United Stares. Supporting the release of political prison-
ers of war brings understanding of how these revolutionaries came to be imprisoned
of the r}eed for them to be released, and of the need for revolutionary armed stru ;
gle. ':l"hls is the challenge in uniting the mass and popular movements under i:hge
auspices of building the Black Liberation Front. It can only be realized by support-
ing the re-emergence of the Black underground, the Black Liberation Army.pp
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sUPPORT THE BLACK LIBERATION ARMY
BUILD THE NATIONAL POW AMNESTY CAMPAIGN
FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS OF WAR

Jalil Abdul Muntagim
on behalf of the Black Liberation Army

MNOTES

Originally written on September 18, 1979, and printed in the revolutionary prisoners' news-
paper, Arm the Spirit, this essay has been edited for this volume.

1. Editor's note: FBl COINTELPRO activity against the Black Panther Party is docu-
mented in depth in Ward Churchill and Jim Vander Wall, The COINTELPRO Papers: Docu-
ments from the FBI's Secret Wars against Dissent in the United States (Boston: South End Press,
1992), 91-164. The counterinsurgency program embodied in COINTELPRO targeted a
broad range of black groups and orpanizations, seeking to squash any development suspected
of furthering black narionalist and liberationist politics,

2. Editor’s note: Students initiated a strike in July of 1968 to demand educational reforms.
The 118-day strike affected close to 150,000 students and was marked by tension and vio-
lence berween federal officials and student protestors. Hundreds of students were wounded
and many were killed and imprisoned for their actions. Associated Press, “Big Student Strike
On in Mexico City,” New York Times, 10 August 1968, 5; Associated Press, “Deaths Put at
49 in Mexican Clash,” New York Times, 4 October 1968, 1.

3. Editor's note: The LEAA was the Law Enforcement Assistance Administeacion, an
agency set up by the Department of Justice in 1968 to channel federal funds ta stare and local
police agencies. Widely regarded by radicals as a conduit for counterintelligence programs, it
was abolished in 1982. For Muntagim's reference to the Justice Department-LEAA Task
Force report on BLA activity, see original publication of this piece.

4. Editor's note: The National Black Human Rights Coalition was an alliance of revolu-
tionary nationalist forces that led a mass mobilization in front of the United Nations in New
York City in November of 1979.

5. Editor's note: The Euro-American forces referred to were radical student groups. Their
antiwar efforts, support for the Black Panther Party, and subsequent decline are documented
in The COINTELPRQ Papers: Documents from the FBI's Secret Wars against Dissent in the
United Seates, 165, 171-76, 208-30.

6. Editor's note: The Deacons far Defense and Justice, formed in 1960, provided a model
for the Black Panther Party, originally created as the Black Panther Party for Self-Defense in
1966, and the Black Liberation Army as well. For more informarticn on the Deacons for
Defense and Justice and the organization’s founder, Robert F. Williams, see Timothy B.
Tyson, Radio Free Dixie: Robert F. Williams and the Roots of Black Power (Chapel Hill: Univer-
sity of North Carolina Press, 1999); and Robert Franklin Williams, Negroes awith Guns

{Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1998; reprint).



Chapter Eight

Assata Shakur

Assata Shakur (JoAnne Chesimard) was born in 1947 in New York City. She spent
most of her childhood in the segregated South, living in Wilmington, North Caro-
lina, until her family relocated to Queens, New York, when she was a teenager.
Shakur began her political education in radicalism when she enrolled as a student
at Borough of Manhattan Community College (BMCC) in the mid-1960s. In the
context of growing black consciousness and nationalist movements, she became
involved with BMCC's black and African student organizations. Her activism
expanded to include the black liberation, student rights, and anti-Viemam War
movements. After graduating from college, Shakur began working with the Black
Panther Party (BPP), but differences and dissatisfaction with the Oakland-based
natienal leadership led her to the Black Liberation Army (BLA), an underground,
military wing of the Panthers largely based on the East Coast. A main target of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation’s COINTELPRO, Shakur was accused of numerous
crimes and forced underground. Eventually in each of these cases, charges would be
dropped or Shakur acquitted. In a May 1973 confrontation with New Jersey state
troopers, she was seriously wounded, and her companion and BLA comember Zayd
Malik Shakur was killed, along with state trooper Werner Foerster. Companion
Sundiata Acoli (Clark Squire) escaped but was later apprehended. Following a
change of venue in 1973 and a mistrial in 1974, in March 1977 Shakur was con-
victed as an accomplice to the murder of state trooper Foerster and of atrocious
assault on trooper James Harper with intent to kill. Despite the testimony of expert
witnesses that argued medical evidence showed Shakur could not have shot either
trooper, the all-white jury, of whom five had personal ties to state troopers,
convicted her. Although the trial was held in 2 county where frequent pretrial press
reports proclaimed her guilt, the judge refused to allow any evidence of
COINTELPRO repression to be entered into the case and refused to investigare g
burglary of the office of her defense counsel and the destruction or disappearance
of important defense trial documents during that break-in.!

Shakur escaped from New Jersey's Clinton Correctional Facility in 1979. Since
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the 1980s she has been in exile in Cuba, where she received political 'as?rlurn.dSl'lac-1
kur's controversial case and police and prosecutorial malfeasanlce were reintroduce
o mainstream black America in the mid-1980s through Afr}can Americgz;% negs
host Gil Noble's Like It Is TV talk show, based in New York City. In th.e o s, ds 1f:
appeared in various documentaries, including Cuban filmmaker Ql;r;:&.o anoo.s
Eyes of the Rainbow, which intersperses images of a serene {Shakur wit! A ican ( nc-i
sha, or Yoruba female warrior deities of love and community. Her ;ase c;ls recen;ed
support from a broad nattonal and inl:ernatio'nal spEctrum. In 1998 media repar 1?&
that the U.S. State Department was negotiat-mg with the Cuban goveg&r.nent ftcéhi -
crippling sanctions and a forty-year embargo in exchange for the exg}-}a dlt;lon 01{: aa
kur and ninety other U.S. palitical exiles. Defiancly, Shakur c.lescrl ed }l:meb as
“fugitive slave” and the woman who authorized the hunt afld increased t E ounty
on her head, then New Jersey govemﬂé)Christinle Todc% ‘EVhlt‘Enan (current Environ-
ion Agency [EPA] head), as a “slave mistress.

meélliztfztiei;:zzd egxperzreEIEce in the black liberation stru.ggle, and the state cam-
paign to criminalize her, are detailed in Assata: An Autobxogmp.hy. In tht‘a:1 m&mmr
she contests depictions of her as a violent black female rf:\-folutlonarg an cl) ers a
complex portrait of a woman committed to freedom.“Refusm’g to ma ;1: revo u{:tijin-
ary war synonymous with violence, she writes of a “people's war” t iat p)r‘ec udes
elite vanguards (quoted in the introduction, her words bear repeating here):

Some of the groups thought they could just pick up arms and struggle and tll'la[, S%r;’:e-
how, people would see what they were doing and begin to scrupple Fhemse vtc(:s :z
wanted to engage in a do-or-die battle with the power structure in ameri a,fevmr
though they were weak and ill prepared for such a fight. But the' most im;JlorFant ac

is that armed struggle, by itself, can never bring about a revelution. Revolutionary war

is a people's war.?
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July 4th Address

Jlll‘] 4: 1973

BLACK BROTHERS, BLACK SISTERS, I want you to know that I love you and
I hope somewhere in your heart you have love for me. My name is Assata Shakur
(slave name JoAnne Chesimard), and I am a field nigga who is determined to be
free by any means necessary. By that I mean that I can never be free unless all my
people are free along with me. By that I mean that | have declared war on all forces
that have raped our women, castrated our men and kept our babies empry-bellied.

I have declared war on the rich who prosper on our poverty, the politicians who
lie to us with smiling faces, and all the mindless, heartless robots who protected
them and their property.

I am a black revolutionary, and as such I am the victim of all the wrath, hatred
and slander that amerikkka is capable of. Like all other black revolutionaries, I have
been hunted like a dog, and like all other black revolutionaries, ameriklkka is tying
to lynch me.

I am a black revolutionary woman and because of this I have been charged with
and accused of every alleged crime in which a woman was believed to have partici-
pated. The alleged crimes in which only men were supposed involved, [ have been
accused of planning. They plastered pictures alleged to be me in post offices, afr-
ports, hotels, police cars, subways, banks, television, and newspapers. They offered
over fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) in rewards for my capture and they issued
orders to shoot on sight and to shoot to kill.

[ am a black revolutionary and, by definition, that makes me part of the Black
Liberation Army. The pigs have used their newspapers and TV's to paint the Black
Liberation Army to be vicious, brutal mad dog criminals. They have called us gang-
sters and gun molls and have compared us to such characters as John Dillinger and
Ma Barlker. It should be clear, it must be clear to anyone who can think, see or
hear, that we are the victims. The victims are not the criminals.

It should also be clear to us by now who the real criminals are. Nixon and his
crime partners have murdered hundreds of thousands of Third World brothers and
sisters in Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Mozambique, Angola and Souch Africa. As
was proven by Watergate, the top law enforcement officials in this country are a
lying bunch of criminals. The president, two attorney generals, the head of the FBI,
the head of the CIA, and half the White House staff have been implicated in the
Watergate crimes.

THEY CALL US MURDERERS, but we did not murder over 250 unarmed black
men, women and children, and wound thousands of others in the riots they pro-
voked during the Sixties. The rulers of this country have always considered their
property more important than our lives, They call us murderers, but we were not
responsible for the more than 6,000 black people lynched by white racists. They
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call us murderers, but we were not responsible for the twenty-eight brother inmageg
and the nine hostages murdered ar Attica.! They call us murderers, but we did nog
murder and wound over thirty unarmed black students in the Orangeburg masgy.
cre.* We did not shoot down and murder unarmed black students at Jackson Stare
or Southern State eicher.

They call us murderers bur we did not murder Martin Luther King, Emmett Till,
Medger Evers, Malcolm X,* George Jackson, Nar Turner, James Chaney and count.
less other black Freedom Fighters. We did not bomb four black litle girls in a Sup.
day school.” We did not murder, by shooting in the back, sixteen-year-old Rira
Lloyd, eleven-year-old Rickie Bodden, or ten-year-old Clifford Glover.s

They call us murderers, but we did not control or enforce a system of racism and
oppression that systematically murders black and Third World people. Although
black peaple supposedly comprise about fifteen percent of the total amerikkkan
population, at least sixty percent of murder victims are black. For every pig that i
killed in the so-called line of duty there are ar least fifty black people murdered by
police. '

Black life expectancy is much lower than white and they do their best to kil] us
before we are born. We are bumned alive in fire-trap renements. Our brothers and
sisters Q.. daily from heroin and methadone, Qur babies die from lead poisoning,
Millions of black people have died as a result of indecent medical care. This is mug- k
der. But they have the gall to call us murders.

THEY CALL US KIDNAPPERS, yet Brother Clark Squire [Sundiara Acoli]
(who is accused along with me, of murdering a New Jersey state trooper), was kid-
napped on April 2, 1969, from our black community and held on $100,000 ransom
in the New York Panther 21 conspiracy case. He was acquitted on May 13, 1971 .
along wich all the others of all 156 counrs of conspiracy by a jury thar rook less than
two hours to deliberate. Brother Squire was innocent. Yet he was kidnapped from -
his community and family. Over two years of his life were stolen, but they cal] us
kidnappers. They call us kidnappers, but we did not kidnap the thousands of Broth-
ers and Sisters held caprive in amerilcklea’s concentration camps. Most of the prison |
population in this country are black and Third Warld people who can afford neither
bail nor lawyers. '

They call us thieves and bandits, They say we steal. But it was not us who stale
millions of black people from the continent of Africa. We were robbed of our Jan-
guage, of our gods, of our culture, of our human dignity, of our labor and of oyr
lives. They call us thieves yet it is not us who rip off billions of dollars every year
through tax evasions, illegal price fixing, embezzlement, consumer fraud, bribes,
kickbacks and swindles, They call us bandits, yet every time most black people pick
up our paychecks we are being robbed. Every time we walk into a store in our neigh-
borhood we are being held up. And every time we pay our rent the landlord sticks
a gun in our ribs.

They call us thieves, but we did not rob and murder millions of Indians by ripping
off their homeland, then call ourselves pioneers, They call us bandits, but it is not
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s who are robbing Africa, Asia and Latin America of their nz?tural resources anFI
;eedom while the peaple are sick and starving. The rulers of Fh:s country and their
flunkies have commicted some of the most brucal, vicious crimes in history. They

the bandits. They are the murderers. And they should be treated as such. The§e
o cs are not fit to judge me, Clark Squire, or any other black person on trial in
mam?kkka Black peopte should, and, inevitably must, determine our destinies.
améSERYYREVOLUTION IN HISTORY has been accomplished by actions,
although words are necessary. We must create shields that protect us and sp;ars t%;t
penetrate our enemies. Black people must learn how to struggle by struggling, We

ch by our mistakes.

mlfiff:?lioma?olog‘{ze to you, my black brothers and sist-ers,.for being on the i\lew
Jersey Turnpike. [ should have known betrer. The Turnpike is a checl‘f pou'}t where

black people are stopped, searched, harassed, and as§gulted. Revolutlonanles ml:t
never be in too much of a hurty or make careless decisions. He who runs when the

i ing will stumble many times.

Su%:;fajretiiizga black freedom fighter is murdered or captured the pigs try to ccrleate
the impression that they have squashed the movement, dest‘royed our forces z;n p{l{;
down the Black Revolution. The pigs also try to give the impression that -13:1
guerillas are responsible for every revolutionary action carried out in amerikldka.
That is nonsense. Thar is absurd. Black revolutionaries do not drop fro.m the mofon.
We are created by our conditions, shaped by our oppression. We are being manlt_JI slilc
tured in droves in ghetto streets; places like Attica, San Quentin, Bedford' b; 5,
Leavenworth and Sing Sing. They are turning out thousands of us. szny ]o& ess
black veterans and welfare mothers are joining our ranks. Brothers and sisters from
all walks of life who are tired of suffering passively make up the Black Liberation
Ar'tlzlge;re is and always will be, until every black man, woman an.d child is free, a
Black Liberation Army. The main function of the Black Liberation Army ac this

time is to create good examples to struggle for black freedom and te prepare flor the
future. We must defend ourselves and let no one disrespect us. We must gain our

liberation by any means necessary.

It is our duty to fight for our freedom.
It is our duty to win, ‘ .
We must love each other and support each other. We have nothing to lose but our chains!

IN THE SPIRIT QF:
RONALD CARTER
WILLIAM CHRISTMAS
MARK CLARK

MARK ESSEX

FRANK HEAVY FIELDS
WOODY CHANGA
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OLUGBALA GREEN
FRED HAMPTON

LIL’ BOBBY HUTTON
GEORGE JACKSON
JONATHAN JACKSON
JAMES MCLAIN
HAROLD RUSSELL
ZAYD MALIK SHAKUR
ANTHONY KIMU
OLUGBALA WHITE

NOTES

Originally published as JoAnne Chesimard, "Ty My Pecple,” in The Black Scholar vo. 5, no;
2 (October 1973): 16-27. An alternative vesion of this July Fourth statement appears in
Evelyn Williams, Inadmissible Evidence: The Story of the African-American Trigl Lawyer Wiy
Defended the Blacl Liberation Army { Brooklyn, N.Y.. Lawrence Hill Books, 1993), 86-88. The:
memoir's dedication reads in part: “to all political Prisoners, wherever they are confined;
within the mirrored noon of the dead.”

1. Before Governor Nelson Rackefeller ordered the retaking
ber 13, 1971, three prisoners and one guard had been killed in the injtial uprising. I th
retaking of the prison, the Nagiopal Guard killed ren guards and twenty-nine prisoners. Se
Eyes on the Prize, Pr. II, A NATION of Law? (Bostan: Blacksides Preduction),

2. Editor's nore: A February 8, 1968, demonstration in Orangeburg, Sourh Carolina
“aimed against the exclusion of Blacks from a local bowling alley” resulted in the police
murders of three black students: Henry Smith {age twenty), Delano Middleton (age seven.
teen}, and Samuyel Hammond (age nineteen), Along with these deaths, twenty-seven other
students were shor by “wildly firing” police, The patrolmen

their acs. Jack Nelson and Jack Bass, The Orangebirg Massacre (New York: World Publishing,
o).

of Attica Prison on Septem.

reported that students had thrown rocks ac thern as they passed, police artived, armed with
carbines, submachine Buns, shotguns, service revolvers, and some personal weapons,
Although witnesses later ateributed the rock throwing to nonstudents, the police opened fire
just after midnight on May 15. Police shor twelve Jackson Stare students and killed Phillip
Lafayetre Gibhs {age twenty-one) and seventeen-year-old high schoo] student James Ear|
Green. See Tim Spofford, Lynch Street: The May 1970 Slayings ar Jackson State College {Kent,
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5. Editor's note: Carole Robertson {age fourteen), Cynrhi;& :Vec?ley (lixge fo}la;?;z;{:z:ig
. ' i i leven) died in the racia
i fourteen), and Denise McNair (age eleve
Mae Qolllszcstéig;i;:eemh Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabamal, o!n S;zipr;z;r;téc;r
bomb[;ﬁ% DSee Joy James, ed., The Angela ¥, Davis Reader (Malden, M;?ss.:c})?agc kwell, s
B .Beckwith was convicted of and incarcerated for the murders in 2000, T illed b
4. Bryoc?- 's note: On Janwary 27, 1973, sixteen-year-old Rita Lloyd was shf:u: anll 1de:h y
o . ‘{(98 !;;inclothes patrolman Robert Milano in Brook!yn: N.Y. Police allege tha,
NEW or mt;/ prhe area, Milano saw two girls, one of whom (Denise Bethel) \ﬁvas E]afrymg a
whie PE}?L; t gun Clain;ing that when he attempted to disarm her‘, Befhell pointe l}e;’ gug
saweld'OMS‘iUmE) ﬁr'ed in what police called a “quick defensive reaction,” missing Bet]eblank
}a: h'm;, Llclyyi] in the chest. Running from the scene, Lloyd solila.:]]:nsi:d in lher hcofr:;igis \:ecre
-, hat [loyd had been shot.
; poli i he patralmen were unaware ¢ . ! b
o 1;’;:2:;;:3;;‘::5; I‘\adﬁzno‘ See " ‘Defensive’ Police Shots Kill a Girl, 16." New York
never
i 1973, 13. .
TlBES,Pifg}liaslzula;Y 1972, unarmed eleven-year-old Ricky Bodden wa;1 k!li‘;d by anl;:;lef;ﬁr;e;[
¥ , ’ 5 “allegedly run
i lando as he and another youngster were ‘ 1
e ancls e h " New York Times, 27 June 1973, 53.
N QL. o Who Shot Boy Faces Charge, ‘ >
golf‘i: C?lr}lBSEIEBO;:\?;:;rYorkDPo[ice Officer Thomas Shea shot arrju:l! 1(11121 ;fr%:yearijc;;iecdlgt
d Glover . , i Schumach, "Police-Call Tape
I acquitted. See Murray Sc h, pe Play
’?Tdi?t:]:ur ;:,i ¥:ie:“;{ Mcfliy 1974, 37; Laurie Johnston, “Jury Clears Shea in Killing of
riai, '
Boy," New York Times, 13 June 1974, 1.



Chapter Nine

Safiya Bukhari-Alston

Safiya Bukhari-Alston (Bernice Jones) beca
Party (BPP) in 1969, when she began workin
gram in Harlem. From 1969 to 1971,
barty newspapers, organizing cell units, and c

In 1971, following the Eldridge Cleaver~Huey P. Newton split,! Bukhari-Alston
becarre the head of Informarion and Communication for the East Coast Black Pan-
ther Party, a position she would hold until she went underground in 19732

On the morning of December 27, 1973,

Michael Maurice Alston, Neil Q. Thompson, and Harold Simmons as they alleg-

edly atrempred to free six Black Liberation A
Manhattan House of Detention for Men. (A

Francisco and Gabriel Torres, Jali] Muntagim [Anthony Bottem], Herman Bell, and

Henry Brown.) The four were detained by p

blocks from the Detention Center, which the police alle
access 1o the prison. According to the New York Times, “all were charged with bur-
glary, possession of burglars’ toals (a screwdriver, the iron bar and the rope ladder)
and criminal tampering (lifting the manhole cover).” Bukhari-Alston recalls: “The _
only thing they could charge us with was third degree burgla
was laughed out of caurt.™ Although there was a paucity of

defendants, the media sensationalized the arre
Escape Fails at the Sewer,”s it emphasized the

BPP and to other alleged criminal charges. Nevertheless,
January 22, 1974, for lack of evidence, In spite of (or because of)

the police department issued g $10,000 reward for Bukhari-Alston, based on her
membership in the Black Liberation Army (BLA), and failure o ap

warranting that she be shot on sight. Bukhar

coordinator of the Amistad Collective of the BLA 6

Bukhari-Alston was captured on January 25

shooting that left her fellow BLA members Kombozi Amistad dead, and Masai

122

me involved with the Black Panther
g at the Panthers' Free Breakfast Pro-

she served as a section coordinator, selling

onducting political education classes,

Bukhari-Alston was arrested with

rmy members from “the Tombs,” the
mong those held ar the Tombs were

olice next o an open manhole two
ged they were using to gain

ry on a sewer, which
evidence against the
sts; using phrases like “Great Tombs
connections of those arrested to the
charges were dismissed on
the acquitral,

pear for trial,
i-Alston went underground as unir

+ 1973, in Norfolk, Virginia, after a
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Ehehost shot in the face. Charged with felony n.'lurcler, attempt_ed robbﬁlryilarlld ille-

al possession of a weapon, she was convicted in a one-day rrial at whic s&: he was
igt present, sentenced to forty years in prisorn, and sent to the '\/1rgm.lai or;lec-

ional Center for Women in Goochland. There, Bukhari-Alston spent her first
E:?enty-one days in maximum-security segregation. She was lonlg} releas&;d mri thf':
general prison community after she threatf‘:ned to filea lawsm‘t. pon re ease, (:;v
ever, her movement remained largely restricted given her designation as a “security

tole M7
HSlE{{'efused desperately needed medical attention and surgery by pri;on \)c([/octors,
Bukhari-Alston filed suit against the Virginia Correctional Center zr tl'lorr}‘;rL
Both the initial suit and the appeal were den:Lec‘I, hcmiever, on the g;c')ur; s that ?’r'
complaint amount[ed] to a difference of opinion with prison me 1cfa hpefr{sonr;ic
about treatment. Refused medical care, considering herself a c1t1‘zenlo g Z ?gud ;
of New Afrika (RNA) and therefore a prisoner of war, Bukhari-A }iton EClt e 3
escape on December 31, 1976. Recaptured on February 27, 1977,(;l e wasl TE :rrng
to the Virginia Correctional Center, and was sentenced to aan ithl’lla Yteseéuri
using lack of medical attention as a defense, hq\vever, she was able tﬁ at ezﬁ ecure
outside medical treatment, although by this point she was forced to dave a hyste <
tomy. Upon returning to prison, she served the.next three yearsh an sleven.m;nthe
in maximum-security segregation and, once again, only secured her rle c;ase in
general population through a lawsuit. In 1983,‘5he was-granted paro ;‘ v »

Currently a legal advocate, Bukhari-Alston is CDC:halI' of the ]eni’ o ;V{_LemN .

which does educational support worlk for political prisoners, and cochair of the New
York-based Free Mumia Abu-Jamal Coalirion.
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Research and draft for this biography were provided by Nicole Kief,

L. In the early 1970s, rensi i
and Eidridge Cleaver rook increasingly divergent stances on the role of the party,
cally and ideologically. These tensions played out as a broader conflict between
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Greek mythology tells che story of Minos, ruler of the city of Knossus. 1\{?1105 has 3

labyrinth {maze} in which he keeps the Minetaur, a monster half man an
gre?{b L1, whose victims were boys and girls who would make it to the center of the
half bu ,l to be killed when they came face to face with the Minotayr. If an
e dmcll zic:{im chanced to survive the encounter with the Minotaur, they perished
e ¢ find their way out of the many intricate passages. Finally, Theseus of Ath-
try’mgii‘; the help of Ariadne, Minos's daughter, enters the labyrinth, slays the beast
223 :nds his way out by following the thread he had unwound as he entered.

The maturation process is full of obstacles and entanglemepts for E.mﬁme, l;tit fcc;r a
Black woman in America it has all the markings of the Mmotaurs aze. | ha {S{:
say that, even though nothing as spectacular takes place in the ;naturazon ;t)rocele
of the average Black woman—ic didn’t happen. w0 me»w—btlzt the 1z:,'«to— zyds. ft}ugfm
for survival and growth reaps the same reward in the end in ten t ou;an i derter‘
ways. The trick is to leamn from each defeat and become stronger an rt;lore e.hi—
mined . . . think and begin to develop the necessary strategies to insure the anni
latI!O;le;;ZEc?festn‘n‘ily of ten children. My parents were strict arfd reli%ious, but
proud and independent. One of the strongest influences of my childhood was my
mother constantly telling us to hold our heads up and be proud llzec?use Eetwere
just as good or better than anyone else, and ro stand up and fight for whar you
i ight. .
belli"el':r’:r&:owzz r:;1glkc1n: of competition in my family. Had to be with ten chbﬂdren %(1/11
two years apart) growing up, each trying to live up to the other or be etter. ei
were determined not to be caught up in the rut of the ghf:tt(').'We were go;ng tlo g
out. . . so each of us worked on our separate goals—ten individuals—one fam; y, in
ld. ,
Ou%(;:pégiievx) rdc}lat with the right education we could “mz}ke it"-—so that's the
route we took searching for the “American Dream." I'was going o be ah doctar. |
In my second year of college 1 pl?rdge? a sororiq;t—»lt c\{vilz l;le:':r til:lat the rose col-
cked and rays of reality were allowe . .
Dr?ls]hilisosfgr::;rﬁag?iecided to hilp “disadvantaged” children as one ;:f Dl-tll.' prD]ECE?
for the year and we were trying to decide what country to work wit \ﬁf eIrlldonev:r
the Sisters suggested that we work in the ghettos of Newv York. Persona yi m?a
even thought of people in the United States being disadvantaged, !?ut onfy to?lf 2y
to work and “make it.” I was in for one of the biggest rude. awakenings of my li e.l
A few of us were sent to Harlem to investigate the situation. We ralked ro people
on the street, in the welfare centess, from door to door, and watched them work
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and play, loiter on the corners and in the bars. What we
of humiliation, degradation, deprivation and waste that started in infancy ang
lasted until death . . . in oo many cases, at an early age.
Even at this poinr, I didn’e see this as affecting me personally,
project . . . sort of a tourist who takes pity on the less fortunate.
The sorority decided to do what we could 1o help the children. The Black Pap,.

ther Party had a Free Breakfasc Program to feed the children going on. | had 5
daughter of my own at this point and decided ¢

hat | would put my energies ing
this. :

[ couldn't ger into the politics of the Black Panther Party, bur | could voluntee!

good start and you haye:
f reading and arithmer 5

to feed some bungry children; you see, children deserve a
to feed them for them to live to learn. It's hard to think o
when your stomach’s growling,

I'm not trying to explain the logic of the Free Breakfast Program for children, by
to show how I had to be slowly awakened to the reality of |
connection of things.

Every morning, at 5:00 my daughter and I wo
where [ wag working on the Breakfast Program—caok and serve breakfast,
times talk to the children about problems they we
help them with their homewark. Everything was
number of children coming began to fall off. Fina]
dren and found out that the police had been telli
hood not to send cheir children to the Program
poisoned food.”

It's one thing to hear abour
it then—bur ir's totally differe

some
I¢ encountering and sometimes
going along smoothly unti| the
ly, I began to questian the chil-
ng the parents in the neighbor-
because we were “feeding them

FIRST ENCOUNTER WITH THE POLICE

It wasn't long after that when [ was forced to make g decision about what direction
I was going in politically. 1 was on 42nd Street with a friend when we noticed a
crowd gathered on the corner, In the cent ,
newspapers under his arm. Twa police officers were also there. I listened to see what :
was going on. The police was telling the Panther he couldn’t sell newspapers on the

came away with was story

ife and shown the inter-

uld get ready and go to the Center -
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I had never been arrested before and I was naive enoughl to believe that all you
had to do was be honest and everything would work out.ail right. I was wrong again.
As soon as the police got us into the back seat of their car and puiiecll away from
the crowd the bestiality began to show. My friend w§nt to say sc'Jmethmg anfjl ine
of the police officers threatened to ram his nighustick up her if s.he opdened er
mouth again, and ran on in a monologue abour Black people. I listened and got
anir:.tﬁ.e.l‘}th Precinct they separated us to search us. They made us strip. After
the policewoman had searched me, [ remember o,ne of the malc? officers telling her
to make sure she washed her hand so she wouldn’t cacch anything. i

That night, I went to see my mother, explained to he.r about the bust an 1 about
a decision I'd made. Momma and Daddy were in the kitchen v‘vhen I got t1erel~]—
Daddy sicting at the table and Momma cooking. I remember telling th‘em abccinut t :1
bust and them saying nothing. Then I told them about how tl,1e ?olu.:e had aiclte
and them still saying nothing. Then [ told them that I cogldnt sit still an ba low
the police to get away with that. I had to stand u-p’fo? my rights as a I:uiman Emgk.
I remember my mother saying, . . . g} ymlg think it’s right, then do it.” [ went bac

d joined the Black Panther Party. ‘
N Ii;ii?diz njeoxt year working with welfare mothers, Libera{:ion Schools, Ialk}ng
to students, learning the reality of life in the ghettos of America and re-evlz uatm%
a lot of the things I had been taught about the “land of the free and the home o
th?tb':v?;e.about this time that I quit school and went to look for a fslll-rtime job. 1
had education and skills but there was always something wrong. 1t‘d1d.n t davir(n 03
me what it was until [ went to ITT and applied for a jobasa refceptllomst-cier' a;l}
they told me I was over qualified. I ended up woi(irllig i;c)::r gy friend’s mother in her

nd spent all of my spare time with the Party.

be%‘;tiili’:f :z:niner EF 19701 waz a full time Party memFm?r and my ldaugl:;ter was
staying with my mother. | was teaching some of the Poi.mcal Educ.atlonfc ;sses at
the Party office and had established a Liberation School in my Section o It e com-
munity. | had listened to the elderly while they told me how they couldn't sur;;wye
off their miserly social security checks—not pay rent and eat, too—so they pay t et;
rent and eat from the dog food section of the supermarket or the garbage cans.
had listened to the middle-aged mother as she told of being evicted from he1" ho;lne
and sleeping on a subway with her children because the welfare refusedl to g;rve dEl_.’
help unless she signed over all the property she had, and out fj{ desperatl;or;, au ut
lently received welfare. I had watched while a mother prostituted her bo ydto p}l:
food in the mouth of her child and another mother, mentally broker_a under ¢ E:F
pressure, prostituted her eight-year-old child. I had seen enough of the ralvciages lc;
dope, alcohol and despair to kno'.iv that a change had to be made so the world cou
be a better place for my child to live in.

;hl') mothlz-r had succzssﬁ.li[y kept me ignorant of the reality of the plight of Black
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people in America—now I had learned it for myself—but I was still to learn 5 -
harsher lesson: The Plight of the Slave Who Dares to Rebel.

TURBULENT TIMES

The year 1971 saw many turbulent times in the Black Panther Party and changes
in my life, I met and worked with many people who were to teach me and guide
me: Michael (Cetewayo) Tabor of the Panther 21; Albert (Nuh} Washingron, and
“Lost One” who was responsible for my initial polirical education, Robert Webh,
Cer taught me to deal principledly; Nuh taught me compassion, and Robert raughe
me to be firm in my convictions.

When the split went down in the Black Panther Party I was left in a pasition of
Communications and Informarion Officer of the East Coast Black Panther Party. [¢
wasn't until much later that I was to find out how vulnerahle thar position was.

Many of the members of the Party went underground to work with the Black
Liberation Artmy (BLA). I was among those elected to remain aboveground and -
supply necessary support, The murders of youths such as Clifford Glover, Tyrone
Guyton, etc., by police, and retaliation by the BLA with the assassinations of police
officers Piagentini and Jones and Rocco and Laurie, made the powers that be fran-
tic.! They pulled out the stops in their campaign to rid the streets of rebellious
slaves.

By the spring of 1973, Comrades Assata Shakur and Sundiata Acolj were cap-
tured, along with Nuh and Jalil (Anchony Botrtom) and ‘Twyman Meyers? was on the
FBI's Most Wanced List, and I was still traveling back and forth across the country -
trying to build necessary support mechanisms. _

In 1972 [ recognized the need for something other than myself to depend on. You
see, in less than two years I'd aged to the point where [ realized that nothing is
permanent or secure in a world where ir's wha you know and what you have thar
counts. I'd seen friends and loved ones either killed or thrown in prison and associ-
ates that I'd once thought would never go back, turn states or go back into the
woodwork. Nuh turned me on to Islam, which gave me a new security, sense of
purpose and dignity,

By 1973 I'd begun to receive a lot of flak from the police because of what they
“suspected” I might he doing. Actually it was because | didn't have a record, they
couldn’t catch me doing anything and I continued to actively and vocally suppart
the BLA members . . . also my homewark had been done so well in the community
that the communiry's support was there also.

CAPTURE

On January 25, 1975 myself and some other members of the Amistad Collective of
the BLA went into the country in Virginia to practice night firing. We were to leave
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Virginia that night on our way to Jackson, Mississippi because | wanted to be there
on Sunday to see someone. We decided to stop by a store before we went back to
the crib we were staying ar so we could pick up some cold cuts to make sandwiches
with so we wouldn’t have to stop at any roadside restaurants on the way down. We
drove around looking for an open store. When we came to one [ told the Brothers
to wait in the car and I'd go in che store and be right hack.

I entered the store, went past the registers, down an aisle to the meat counter and
started checking them for all-beef products. [ heard the door opening and looked up
to see two of the brothers coming in—didn't give it a thought—wenr back to whar
I was doing when out of the comer of my left eye I saw a rifle pointed toward che
door, in the manager’s hand. | quickly gor into an aisle just as the firing started. Up
to this point | had heard no words spoken. With the first lull in shooting, Kombozi
[Amistad] (one of my badyguards and also a member of the Amistad Collective)
came down the aisle towards me. He was wearing a full-length army coat. It was
completely buttoned. As he came toward me he rold me he was shot. [ didn't
believe him, at first, because [ saw no bload and his weapon wasn't drawn. Then,
he insisted again so I told him to lie down on the floor and I'd take care of ir.

Masai [Ehehosi] (my co-defendant) had apparently made it back out the door
when the firing started because just then he came back to the door and tried to
draw the fire so we could get out. [ saw him get shot in the face and stumble back-
wards out the door. 1 looked around for a way out and realized there was none. ]
elected to play it low-key in order to try and get help for Kombozi as soon as possi-
ble. I was to learn that the effort was wasted. The manager of the store and his son,
Paul Green, Sr. and Jr. stomped Kombozi to death in front of my eyes. Later, when
I atrempted to press counter-charges of murder against them, the Commonwealch
attorney called it *Justifiable” homicide.

Five minutes after the shoot-out went down the FBI was on the scene. The next
morning they held a press conference saying | was notorious, dangerous, etc., and
known to law enforcement agencies nationwide—and my bail was set at one mil-
lion dollars on each count. I had five couns.

TRIAL AND IMPRISONMENT

On April 16, 1975, after a trial that lasted ane day, we were sentenced to forty years,
and that night I arrived here at the Virginia Correctional Center for Women in
Goochland.

Directly following my arrival 1 was placed in the Maximum Security building and
there [ stayed until, after being threatened with court action, they released me to
general population, The day after my release to general population I was told that
the first iota of trouble that I caused [ would be placed back in the Maximum Secu-
rity building and there I would stay.

At that point, and for the next two years, my emphasis was on getting some medi-
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cal care for myself and the other women here and educational programs and activi
ties, the priority being on medical care for myself. Inside the prison I was denied it
(the general feeling was they couldn’t chance hospitalization for fear I'd escape sg
rather than chancing my escape they preferred to take a chance on my life). In th
courts they said they saw no evidence of inadequate medical care, but rather,
difference of opinion on treatment between me and the prison doctor.

The “medical treatment” for women prisoners here in Virginia has got to be ap
all-time low, when you got to puc your life in the hands of a “doctor” who examines
a woman who has her right ovary removed and tells her there's tenderness in her
right ovary; or when this same “doctor” examines a woman wha has been in prisan
for six months and rtells her she’s six weeks pregnant and there's nothing wrong
with her and she later finds her baby has died and mortified inside of her; or when
he tells you you're not pregnant and three months later you give birth to a seven
pound baby boy; not to mention prescribing Maalox for a sore throat and diagtios-
ing a sore throar that turns our to be cancer.

In December of 1976 | started hemorrhaging and went to the clinjc for help. No
help of any consequence was given, so 1 escaped. Two months later [ was recaptured,
While on escape a doctor told me that I could either endure the situation, rake
painkillers, or have surgery. [ decided to use the lack of medical care as my defense
for the escape and by doing so do two things: (1) expose the level of medical care
at the prison, and (2) pur pressure on them to give me the care [ needed,

I finally got to the hospital in June of 1978. By that time it was too late, [ was 50
messed up inside thac everything but one ovary had to go. Because of the negligence
of the "doctor” and the lack of feeling of the prison officials, they didn’t give a.-
damn, I was forced to have a hysterectomy.

When they brought me back to this prison in March of 1977, because of the E
escape, they placed me in Cell 5 on the segregation end of the Maximum Security
building—the same room they placed me in on April 16, 1975. To date, I'm still in
that cell, allegedly because of my escape, but in actuality because of my politics.

How do I know? Because since my being returned to this institution on March
24, 1977 other women have escaped and been brought back and have been released
to general population—and yesterday (after twenty-two months) my co-defendant
on the escape charge was okayed for release to general population. I was denied.

Despite all of the emotional and physical setbacks I've experienced, I've learned
a lot. I've watched the oppressor play that same old game on Black peaple they've
been playing for centuries—divide and conquer. Black women break under pressure
and sell their men down the river and then the oppressor separates the women from
their children. In two strokes the state does more damage than 30 years in prison
could have done if the wormen had supported the men.

And now, more than ever before, Black women—New Afrikan women—have
developed a mercenary outlook on life. They are not abour family, community and
us as a people anymore. They're about looking good, having fun and “making it.""
Women’s liberation is what they're talking about, failing to grasp the realization
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that true women’s liberation for Black women will only come abaur with the libera.
tion of Black people as a whale, so thar for the first time since our forefathers were
snatched from the Afrikan continent and brought to America as slave labor, we can
be a family, and from that family build a community and a Nation.

The powers that be were totally disconcerted when Black mothers, wives, daugh-
ters and Black women in general stood by and, in a lot of cases, fought beside their
men when they were captured, shot or victimized by the police and other agents of
the government. They were frightened of the potential to wreak havoe thar Black
women represented when Black women began to enter into the prisons and jails in
effores to liberate their men. They were spurred into action when they were con-
fronted with the fact that Black women were educating their children from the
cradle up about who the real enermies of Black people are and what must be done
to eliminate this ever present threat to the lives of Black people.

During the last four years of my incarcerarion I've warched and didn’t speak
because | didn't want to chance alienating the “left" as Black men and Black
women have fooled rhemselves into believing that we were “making progress”’
because (1) Patricia Harris, a Black woman, is part of the U.S. president’s cabiner,
and (2) Andrew Young is the Ambassador to the U.N.—failing ro realize that it's
all politics—American style. And, twenty women of all races are working together
for Women’s Liberation. There is no real progress being made. As a matter of fact,
one of [former president Jimmy] Carter’s best friends, Vernon Jordan, head of the
Urban League, had to concede in his annual economic review The State of Black
America, 1979, that the “income gap berween Blacks and whires is actually wid-
ening.’™

The sacrifices Black women have made in search of Black womanhoaod, like the
sacrifices made by the people of Knossus in its efforts to slay the Minotaur, have
been many, harsh and cruel—but We too can slay the beast (in our case American
racism, capitalism and sexism) and out of the ashes build a free and independent
Black Nation in which We can take our rightful place as Women, Wives and Moth-
ers, knowing our children will live to be men and women, our men will be allowed
to recognize their manhood—support and defend their families wich dignity.

TOGETHER BUILDING A FUTURE EOR CURSELVES!
Build to Win!

COMING OF AGE: AN UPDATE [JANUARY 18, 1980]

It's two years since [ wrote the original article . . . lots of things have happened . . .
Assata Shakur was liberated; Imari Obadele’ was released . . . the Klu Klux Klan
regrouped and revamped;® sixteen Black children are missing and presumed to he
dead in Atlanta;® eight Black men murdered in Buffalo;” pregnant Black women
shot in Chattanooga;® Ronald Reagan will take office in two days.?
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It’s two months since I was released from the Maximum Security Building (af;:
spending a rotal of three years and seven months) . . . had to £0 to caurt to dg.

What can I say? It seems that the political scene in America has come full cirg]
and Black people are once again the scapeg
white America. They no longer feel the ne
and token jobs.

Sitting in a Maximum Security cell for three years and seven months afforde

fe an apportunity to reflect upon my life and the lessons [ was foreed ro learn .

but now the leamnin TOCEsS 15 over . . . it is time ro put what I've learned inti
EP P 0

practice . . . freedom will only he won by the sweat of our brows.

AFTERWORD 12 YEARS LATER

Yesterday, October 21, 1994, we buried a close comrade, friend and brother— Bree
Barrow. Less than two weeks ago, we buried another close comrade, friend, ment
and father figure-—Nathanie! Shanks. Both of these brothers were strong Panthe
and had been on the streets holding the line, maintaining the stand while we hg
been locked down in the dungeons of this country.

Reverberating through my mind for years has been the incantation of Che Gu
vara, “Wherever dearh may surprise us, it will be welcorme as long as this our battl

today, this minute, this hour {as Malcolm would say} I've come to realize that pick
ing up the gun wasfis the easy part. The hard part is the day to day Otganizing
educating and showing the peaple by example whar needs to he done to create
new society, The hard painstaking work of changing ourselves into new beings, o
loving ourselves and our people and working with them daily to create a new reality
... this is the firse revolution, that inrernal revolution,

I'm coming to understand whar they meant when they sang the words, “The race
is nat given to the swift, nor is it given to the strong, but to him that endures tg
the end,” and what was meant by the fable of the “hare and the tortoise.” Some
people declare themselves to he revolutionaries, members of one organization ot
another i.e., I was one of the first Panthers, or | used to be a Panther . . . and only
come out when there's some major celebration where Panthers are on display . . .
and live off of their former glory, nor understanding that it's not aboyt what you
used to be, but what are you doing now. They ran a quick race, utilizing all for the
moment and grew tired and gave up. It may take a lirtle longer to do it the hard:
way, slow and methodical, building a movement step-by-step and block-by-black,
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it doing it this way is designed to build a strong foundation that will withstand
: bﬁ: test of time and the attack of the enemy.
t

“If we truly are to create a new society, we must build a strong foundation. If we
ily are to have a new society, we must develop a mechanism to struggle from one
uly

=98

eneration to the next. If we truly are to maintain our new society after we E}ave

'_-genﬂl’T battle and claimed the victory, we must instill into the hearts and minds
ol t“L‘lclnan our people, ourselves this ability to struggle on all fronts, internally
:‘-.)fgu:;erlnally,, laying a foundation built upon a love for ourselves and a knowledge
zrfl thee sacrifices that went before and all we have endured.

' r
There is much to be done to achieve this. There is a long road ahead of us. Let's

- do it

NOTES
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"onese Liberation Army Communiqué #1,” Claycheck ww.w.claykeck.com/patry/ ocs,
- comm].hrm; “Communiqué Issued by the Symbionese Liberation Ar'my (ur‘lder thel name
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New York Police Officers Joseph A. Piagentini and Waverly M. Jones were mL,:rdered in
Harlem on May 21, 1971. While the legitimacy of the evidence in the prosecution’s case was

. Questionable, Black Liberation Army members Jalil Abdul Muntagim (Anthony Bottom),

“Nuh” i i f the murders. Muntaqim was
Herman Bell, and Albert “Nuh® Washington were convicred a he mu \ \
denied parole in 2002, and Bell is up for parole in 2004; AIE.JE['E Nuh" Washington died okf
liver cancer in April of 2000 white still incarcerated in Néw York, “New York State Tas
Force on Political Prisoners: Clemency Petition.”
New York Police officers Rocco Laurie and Gregory Foster were murdered on January 27,

© 1972. While no witness could confidently identify the killer(s}, members of the Black Libera-

: H der Site Testify ac
tion Army were accused of the murders. See: Gerald C. Fraser, “4 at Mur'
Trial,” NeZu York Times, 30 January 1974, 21; Associated Press, "Murder Witness Recants on
Identity,” New York Times, 31 January 1974, 37.
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2, Editor's note: Twyman Ford Meyers, twenty-three-year-old Black Liberation Army
member, was killed in a shootout with the FBI and New York Police Department officers o, -
November 14, 1973. See: John T. McQuiston, “Fugitive Black Militant [s Killed in Brony
Shootout with Police,” Netw York Times, 15 November 1973, 93, :
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accused of “encouraging” the August 18, 1971, murder of a Mississippi police officer at the
organization's headquarters and charged with the murder, despie the release, on grounds of
self-defense, of others accused. See Associated Press, “Black Convicted in Police Slaying,”
New York Times, 7 May 1972; Associared Press, “4 Black Separatises Freed, Leader Is Heid
for Inquiry,” New York Times, 12 Qctober 1971, 18.

5. Editor's note: In the lare 19705 and early 1980s, the Ku Klux Klan wicnessed 2 resug-
gence in visibility and membership in the Unired States and Canada. The Andi-Defamariop
League of Braj Brith estimated thar in 1980, the Klan beasted 10,000 members and 100,000
“sympathizers” in EWeNLy-two states, representing the largest increase in membership in tep
vears. A Justice Deparrment study during the same year warned that the “Invisiple Empire, -
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan,” a faction headed by Bill Wilkinson, posed a serious thregy
because of its use of vialence, See “1JS Study Urges Agencies ro Cooperate against Klan,™
New York Times, 24 November 1980, Al9; “Ku Klux Klan Is Seeking New Members in:

Toronto,” New Yorl: Times, 30 June 1980, A8. :

6. Editor's note: Berween August 1979 and January 1981, sixteen black children, two girls .
and fourteen boys, disappeared from their homes in and araund Atlanta; several of the bodies -
were found suffocated, bludgeoned, shot, or strangled. Police reported char they were “baffled
by the absence of an pparent motive for the slayings.” See “Hundreds Search in Atlanta
after the Discavery of Skeletons,” New York Times, 11 January 1981, 20. _

7. Editor's note: On September 22-24, 1980, four African American men were shat in the °
head in Buffala, On October 8 and 9 of the same vear, two black Buffalo taxi drivers were
murdered and found with their hearts cur out. Op December 29 and 30, two more black
men were fatally stabbed in Buffalo and Rochester respectively. In addition, three African
Americans and one Lating were stabbed to death in New York City, an incident police sus-
pected to be linked to ar |east some of the Buffalo-area murders. Although Joseph Christo-
pher, a white private in the 1.8, Army, was convicted of three of the Buffalg shootings,
the decision was overturned by the New York Stare Court of Appeals in 1985, See “Murder
Convicrions Against '22-Caliber Killer' Overturned,” Log Angeles Times, 6 July 1985, 11;
“Inquiry an Killings Shifed to Georgia,” New York Times, 26 April 1981, 43,

Brown, a pregnant black woman, by a white police officer in Jackson Mississippi, on August
29, 1980. Police contend that, upon receiving a call from neighbors claiming that Brown was
drunk and threatening them with g gun, Officer Gary King arrived on the scene and, when
himself threacened with Brown's weapon, shot her four rimes, Witnesses, however, claim chat

of police brutality against African Americans, See “Blacks in Jackson, Miss, Protest Killing
of Woman," New Yark Times, 7 September 1980, 730,

9. Editor's note: Ronald Reagan was inaugurated as the fortieth president of the United _
States on January 20, 1981,

Chapter Ten

Sundiata Acoli

Sundiata Acoli (Clark Squire) was borm on January 14, 193_7, in Decatur, Texas,
and raised in Vernon, Texas. After graduating from Prairie YLEW A&M Colliege of
Texas with a degree in mathematics, he worked for the National Aeronaum':s and
Space Administration (NASA) for a peri(%d ?(f time and then worked for thirteen
in computer technology in the New York area,
Yeéliel:nnfurrggr of three civi[g:i(ghts warkers, Andrew Goodr‘nlan, Michafel SChwern-e'r,
and James Chaney, in Mississippi by Klansmen in 1964 initiated Squire into politi-
cal activism. This evenr was intended to intimidate many of the vo.lu‘nteers for the
campaign against racial segregation in Mississippi. Sqt}lre,’though, Jo.med thle\] s(L:uéa;
mer project started by the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Comm}tteel (S. :
and Council of Federated Organizations (COFO) in order to fight racial discrimina-
tion. During this “Freedom Summer of 1964 informal schools were c.:re.atfzd for the
literacy and political education of the black community, arlld' the MI?SISSlppl Free-
dom Democratic Party (MFDP), which propelled SNCC activist Fannie Lou Hamer
ional prominence, was founded.

N fiigfirj}girid the Harlem branch of the newly formed Black Panthc'er Party (BPP)
and served as its finance minister. He was arrested on April 2, 1969, in the Panther
21 conspiracy case (see the biography of Dhoruba Bin We.lhad)‘ Th(‘e Pand:ter 1eac1e1;
were eventually acquitted of all charges but extended incarceration prior 10 an
during their trials, and self-exile as fugitives, rendered many incapable of organizing
i i merican communities.
" é\il‘iﬂtﬁe extensive targeting of Black Panthers by the FBI's COINTELFRO,
Acoli considered the underground a necessity in order for Panther§ to escape gov-
ermnment and police assaules. The U.S. government considered tht? llbf’:t;at19n movel—'
ment a terrorist organization. In witness testimony for Sekou Odmgals trial, Acod:
argued that ““police pressure’ had forced him . . . and others to £o Lt?dergroun
with their activicies . . . [because] a lot of Panthers were getting i(lllf?d. 2

On May 2, 1973, Sundiata Acoli, Assata Shakur, and Zayd Malik Shakur were
stopped for an alleged traffic violation by state troopers on the New Jersey Tumnpike
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searching for black militants. In the ensuing shootout, in which Panther Zayd Sha-
kur and police officer Werner Foerster were killed, and Assata Shalkur wounded,
Acoli escaped only o be captured two days later. Inconclusive and contradictory
ballistics evidence obscures how Trooper Foerster was killed. The two bullets that
were found in Foerster's body were revolver bullets rather than those of a pistol, the
type of weapon found in the pulled-over vehicle, Considerable controversy, includ-
ing allegations of prosecutorial malfeasance, surrounded the trial.’ Nonerheless,
Assata Shakur and Sundiata Acoli were convicted of the murder of Trooper Foerster
in separate trials, both with all-white juries, They were each sentenced to life plus
thirty years in prison. (Shakur escaped from prison in 1979.)

Acoli was confined in Trenton State Prison, a Management Control Unit
(MCU) created for him and other politically associated prisoners. For five years, he
lived in an isolation cell smaller than the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals’ standard space requirement for a Gerrman shepherd.* Suffering from
tuberculosis, Acoli was transferred in September of 1979, even though he had no
federal charges or sentences, to one of the highest-security prisons in the United
States, Marion Control Unit prison, cited by Amnesty Intemational for its human
rights abuses.’ He, as were other political prisoners, was locked down twenty-three
hours a day in a stripped cell. Acoli was in Marion for eight years before he was
transferred in July 1987 to Leavenworth, Kansas. In the fall of 1997, he was eligible
for but denied parole, and the New Jersey Parole Board (his trial ook place in New
Jersey} ruled, in its twenty-minute hearing, that he would only be eligible again
after another twenty years. Acoli was not allowed to attend the parole meeting. He
is currently incarcerated in the USP Allenwood in White Deer, Pennsylvania, in
the general population. Following September 11, 2001, Sundiata Acoli was placed
in solitary confinement and held incommunicado until January 3, 2002.
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Research and draft for this biography were provided by Hana Tauber.
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An Updated History of the New Afrikan
Prison Struggle (Abridged)

The New Afrikan liberation struggle behind the walls refers to the struggle of Black
prisoners, “behind the walls” of U.S. penal institutions, to gain liberation for our-
selves, our peaple, and all oppressed people. We of the New Afrikan Independence
Movement spell “Afrikan” with a “k” as an indicator of our culrural identificarion
with the Afrikan continent and because Afrikan linguists originally used “k” to
indicate the “c” sound in the English language. We use the term “New Afrikan,”
instead of Black, to define ourselves as an Afrikan people who have been forcibly

transplanted to a new land and formed into a “new Afrikan nation” in North
America.

'THE BLACK LIBERATION ERA

Black Panthers Usher in the Black Liberation Movement

Midstride the 1960s, on February 21, 1965, Malcolm [X] was assassinated, but his
star continued to rise and his seeds fell on fertile soil. The following year, October
1966, in Oakland, California, Huey P. Newton and a handful of armed youths
founded the Black Panther Party for Self Defense on principles that Malcolm had
preached—and the Black Liberation Movement {BLM) was born.

Subsequently the name was shortened to the Black Panther Party (BPP) and a
ten-point program was created which stated:

We want freedom. We want power to determine the destiny of our Black commu-
nity.

We want full employment for our pecple.

We want an end to the robbery by the CAPITALIST of our Black community.

We want decent housing, fit for the shelter of human beings.

We want education for our people that exposes the true nature of this decadent
American society. We want education that teaches us our true history and our
role in the present day society.

We want all Black men to be exempt from military service.

We want an immediate end to POLICE BRUTALITY and MURDER of Black
people,

We want freedom for all Black men held in federal, state, county and city prisons
and jails.

We want all Black people when brought to trial to be tried in court by a jury of
their peer group or people from their black communities, as defined by the
Constitution of the United States.
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We want land, bread, housing, education, clothing, justice and peace. And as
our major political objective, a United Nations-supervised plebiscite to be held
throughout the Black colony in which only Black colonial subjects will be
allowed to participate, for the purpose of determining the will of Black people
as to their national destiny.

The Panthers established numerous programs to serve che Qakland ghetto—free
breakfasts for children, free health care, free day-care, and free political education
classes. The program that riveted the ghetto’s attention was their campaign to “stop
police murder and brutality of Blacks.” Huey, a community college pre-law student,
discovered that it was legal for citizens to openly carry arms in California. Wich
that assurance the Black Panther Party began armed car patrols of the police cruis-
ers that patrolled Oakland's Black colony. When a cruiser stopped to make an
arrest, the Panther car stopped. They fanned out around the scene, arms at the
ready, and observed, tape recorded, and recommended a lawyer to the arrested vic-
tim. It didn't take long for the police to retaliate. They confronted Huey lare one
night near his home. Gunfire erupted, leaving Huey critically wounded, a police-
man dead and another wounded. The Panthers and the Qakland/Bay community
responded with a massive campaign to save Huey from the gas chamber. The Cali-
fornia Senate began a hearing to rescind the law permitting citizens to openly carry
arms within city limits. The Panthers staged an armed demonstration during the
hearing at the Sacramento Capitol to protest the Senate’s action, which gained
national publicity.! That publicity, together with the Panthers' philosophy of revo-
lutionary nationalism, self-defense, and the “Free Muey” campaign, catapulted the
BPP to nationwide prominence.

But not without cost. On August 25, 1967, J. Edgar Hoover issued his infamous
Counter Intelligence Program (COINTELPRO) memorandum which direcred the
FBI (and local police officials) to disrupt specified Black organizations and neutral-
ize their leaders so as to prevent “the rise of a Black messiah."

Attacks Increase on Revolutionaries

The Panthers rolled eastward, establishing offices in each major northern ghetto.
As they went, they set up revolutionary programs in each community that were
geared to provide community control of schools, tenant control of slum housing,
free breakfast for school children, free health, day-care, and legal clinics, and free
political education classes for the community. They also initiated campaigns to
drive dope-pushers and drugs from the community, and campaigns to stop police
murder and brutality of Blacks. As they went about the community organizing these
various programs they were frequently confronted, atracked, or arrested by the
police, and some were even killed during these encounters.

Other revolutionary organizers suffered similar entrapments. The Revolutionary
Action Movement's (RAM) Herman Ferguson and Max Stamford were arrested in
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1967 on spurious charges of conspiring to kill civil rights leaders. In the same year
Amiri Baraka a.k.a. LeRoi Jones (the poet and playwright) was arrested for trans-
porting weapons in a van during the Newark riots and did a brief stint in Trenton
State Prison until a successful appeal overturned his conviction. SNCC’s Rap

Brown, Stokely Carmichael, and other orators were constantly threatened or .-

charged with “inciting to riot” as they crisscrossed the country speaking to mass
audiences. Congress passed so-called “Rap Brown" laws to deter speakers from cross-
ing state lines to address mass audiences lest a disturbance break out leaving them
vulnerable to federal charges and imprisonment.? And numerous revolutionary
organizers and orators were imprisoned.

This initial flow of revolutionaries into the jails and prisons began to spread a

revolutionary nationalist hue through New Afrikans behind the walls. New Afrikan
prisoners were also influenced by the domestic revolutionary atmosphere and the
liberation struggles in Afrika, Asia, and South America. Small groups began study-
ing on their own, or in collectives, the works of Malcolm X, Huey P. Newton, The

Black Panther Newspaper [Intercommunal News Servicel, The Militant Newspaper,

contemporary national liberation struggle leaders Kwame Nkrumah, Jomo Kenyatta,
Frantz Fanon, Che Guevara, Fidel Castro, Ho Chi Minh, and Mao Tse-tung, plus
Marx, Lenin, and Bakunin too. Increasing numbers of New Afrikan and Third
World prisoners became more conscious of national liberation politics. The percent-

ages of New Afrikan and Third World prisoners increased while the number of

White prisoners decreased throughout U.S. prisons, Under this onslaught of rising
national liberation consciousness, increased percentages of New Afrikan and Third
World prisoners, and decreased numbers of Whire prisoners, the last of the prisons'
overt segregation policies fell by the wayside.

THE NEW AFRIKAN INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT

The seeds of Malcolm took further root on March 29, 1968. On that date the Provi- .

sional Government of the Republic of New Afrika (RNA} was founded at a conven-
tion held at the Black-owned Tiventy Grand Motel in Detroit. Over 500 grassroots
activists came cogether to issue a Declaration of Independence on behalf of the
oppressed Black Nation inside North America, and the New Afrikan Independence
Movement (NAIM) was born.! Since then, Blacks desiring an independent Black
Nation have referred to themselves and other Blacks in the U.S. as New Afrikans.
That same month, March 1968, during Martin Luther King's march in Memphis,
angey youths on the fringes of the march broke away and began breaking store win-
dows, looting, and firecbombing. A sixteen-year-old boy was killed and fifty people
were injured in the ensuing violence. This left Martin profoundly shaken and ques-
tioning whether his philosophy was still able to hold the youth to a nonviolent
committent. On April 4th he retumned to Memphis, seeking the answer rhrough

one more march, and found an assassin’s bultet. Ghettos exploded in flames one
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after another across the face of America. The philosophy of Black Liberation surged
to the forefront among the youth.

But not the youth alone. Following a series of police provocations in Cleveland,
on July 23, 1968, New Libya Movement activists there set an ambush thar killed
several policemen. A “fortyish” Ahmed Evans was convicted of the killings and
died in prison ten years larer of “cancer.”s

More CIA dope surged into the ghettos from the Golden Triangle of Southeast
Asia.” Revolutionaries stepped up their organizing activities on both sides of the
walls. Behind the walls the New Afrikan percentage steadily increased.

THE STREET GANGS

There were numerous Black, White, Puerto Rican and Asian street organizations,
i.e., “gangs,” in New York City during the 1950s. Among the more notorious Black
street gangs of the era were the Chaplains, Bishops, Sinners, and Corsair Lords; also
there was the equally violent Puerto Rican Dragons. All warred against each other
and other gangs that crossed their paths.

By the 1960s, the post-World War II heroin influx had taken its toll, Most of the
New York street gangs faded away. Their youthful members had succumbed ro drugs,
either through death by overdose, or had ceased gang activities in order o pursue
full time criminal activities to feed their drug habit or were in prison because of
drug-crime activities or youth gang assaults and killings.

Lumumba Shakur, warlord of the Bishops, and Sekou Qdinga, leader of the Sin-
ners, were two such youths who had been sent to the reformatory for youth gang
assaults. They graduated up through the “Gladiator Prisons”—Woodburn and
Comstock—to mainline Attica, became politicized by the stark brutal racism in
each prison and at age twenty-one were spit back upon the streets. When the Pan-
thers reached the east coast in 1968, Lumumba and Sekou were among the first
youths to sign up. Lumumba opened the Harlem Chapter of the Black Panther
Party as its Defense Captain. Sekou opened the Queens Chapter as a Lieutenant
and later transferred to Harlem to co-head it with his boyhood pal, Lumumba.

ORIGIN OF THE GANGSTER
DISCIPLES STREET GANG

The Gangster Disciples were founded in the 1960s in Chicago under the name
“Black Disciples” by the late David Barksdale, known historically in gang circles as
King David.® The group’s name was later changed to “Black Gangster Disciples”
and later still the name was shortened to “Gangster Disciples,” or simply as “GD."
Its gang colors are blue and black.?
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COINTELPRO ATTACKS

In 1969 COINTELPRO launched its main atrack on the Black Liberation Move.
ment. [t began with the mass arrests of Lumumba Shakur and the New York Panther
21. It followed with a series of military raids on Black Panther Party offices in Phila.
delphia, Baltimore, New Haven, Jersey City, Detroit, Chicago, Denver, Omaha,
Sacramento, and San Diego, and was capped off with an early mormning four hour
siege that poured thousands of rounds into the Los Angeles BPP office. By mid

morning, hundreds of angry Black residents garhered at the scene and demanded

ously injured. However, repercussions from the event eventually drove him under-
ground. The widespread attacks [eft Panthers dead all across the country—Fred
Hampton, Mark Clark, Bunchy Carter, John Huggins, Walter Toure Pope, Bobby
Hutton, Sylvester Bell, Frank “Capt. Franco” Diggs, Fred Bennett, James Carr, Larry
Robeson, John Savage, Spurgeon “Jake” Winters, Alex Rackley, Arthur Morris,
Steve Bartholemew, Robert Lawrence, Tommy Lewis, Nathaniel Clark, Welton
Armstead, Sidney Miller, Sterling Jones, Babatunde Cmawali, Samuel Napier, Har-
old Russle, and Robert Webb among others.® In the three years after J. Edgar Hoo-
ver's infamous COINTELPRO memorandum, thirty-one members of the BPP were
killed,n nearly a thousand were arrested, and key leaders were sent to jail. Others
were driven underground. Stil] others, like BPP field marshal Donald “D.C." Cox,
were driven into exile overseas.

The RNA was similarly attacked that vear. During their second annuyal conven-
tion in March 1969, held ar Reverend C. L. Franklin’s New Bethel Church in
Detroit, a police pravocation sparked a siege that poured 800 rounds into the
church. Several convention members were wounded; one policeman was killed,
anather wounded, and the entire convention, 140 people, was arrested en masse,
When Reverend Franklin {father of "The Queen of Soul," singer Aretha Franklin)
and Black State Representative James Del Rio were informed of the incident they
called Black judge George Crockett, who proceeded to the police station where he
found toral legal chaos. Almost 150 people were being held incommunicado, They
were being questioned, finger printed, and given nitrate tests to determine if they
had fired guns, in toral disregard of fundamental constitutional procedures. Hours
after the roundup, there wasn't so much as a list of persons being held and no one
had been formally arrested. An indignant Judge Crockett set up court right in the
station house and demanded thar the police either press charges or release their

called in by the police, intervened. The prosecutor promised that the use of al
irregular methods would be halred, Crockett adjourned the impromptu court, and
by noon the following day the police had released all bur a few individuals who
were held on specific charges.” Chaka Fuller, Rafael Vierra, and Alfred ZX Hibbits
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were charged with the killing. All three were subsequently tried and acquitted.
Chaka Fuller was mysteriously assassinated a few months afterwards.!?

On Friday June 13, 1969, Clarence 13X, founder of The Five Percenters, was mys-
teriously assassinated in the elevator of a Harlem project building by three male
Negroes."* His killers were never discovered but his adherents SuSpect government
complicity in his death.! News reports at the time hinted thar BOSS instigared the
assassination to try to ferment a war between the NOI and The Five Percenters.

Revolutionaries nationwide were artacked and/or arrested—Tyari Uhuru, Maka,
Askufo, and the Smyrma Brothers in Delaware, JoJo Muhammad Bowens and Fred
Burton in Philadelphia, and Panthers Mondo we Langa, Ed Poindexter, and Ver-
onza Daoud Bowers, Jr., in Omaha,

Police mounted an assault on the Panther office in the Desiree Projects of New
Orleans which resulted in several arrests. A similar attack was made on the Peaples
Party office in Houston. One of their leaders, Carl Hampton, was kiiled by police
and another, Lee Otis Johnson, was arrested later on an unrelated charge and sen-
tenced to forty-one years in prison for alleged possession of one marijuana cigarette.

THE RISE OF PRISON STRUGGLES

Like the Panthers, most of those arrested brought their philosophies with them into
the prisons. Likewise, most had outside support committees to one degree or
another so that this influx of political prisoners linked the struggle behind the walls
with the struggles in the outside local communities. The combination set off a bee- -
hive of political activity behind the walls, and prisoners stepped up theil: struggle
for palitical, Afrikan, Islamic, and academic studies, access to political literature,
community access to prisons, an end to arbitrary punishments, access to attorneys,
adequate law libraries, relevant vocational training, contact visits, better food,
health care, housing, and myriad other struggles. The forms of prison struggle
ranged from face-to-face negotiations to mass petitioning, letter writing and call-in
campaigns, outside demonstrations, class action law suits, hunger strikes, work
strikes, rebellions, and more drastic actions. Overall, all forms of struggle served to
roll back draconian prison policies that had stood for centuries and to further the
development of the New Afrikan liberation struggle behind the walls.

These struggles would not have been as successful, or would have been much more
costly in terms of lives lost or brutality endured, had it not been for the links' to the
community and the community support and legal suppart that political prisoners
brought with them into the prisons. Although that support was not a%wm/s sufficient:
in quantity or quality, or was sometimes nonexistent or came with hidden agendas,
or was marked by frequent conflicts, on the whole it was this combination of reso-
lute prisoners, community support, and legal support which was most often success-

ful in prison struggles.
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THE CHANGING COMPLEXION OF PRISONS

As the 1960s drew ta a close New Afrikan and Third Warld nationalities made up
nearly fifty percent of the prison population. National liberation consciousness
became the dominant influence behind the walls as the overall complexion neared
the changeover from White to Black, Brown, and Red. The decade long general
decrease in prisoners, particularly Whites, brought a drop of between 16,000t" and
28,000" in total prison popularion. The total number of White prisoners decreased
between 16,000 and 23,000 while the total number of New Afrikan prisoners
increased slightly or changed insignificantly over the same period.' Yet the next
decade would begin the period of unprecedented new prison construction, as the
primary role of U.S. prisons changed from “suppression of the working classes” to

“suppression of domestic Black and Third World liberation struggles inside the
usr»

ORIGIN OF CRIP»

There existed street organizations in South Central, Los Angeles, before the rise of
the Black Panther Party. These groups, criminal in essence, were indeed che wells
from which the Panthers would recruic their most stalwart members, Alprentice
“Bunchy” Carter, who chartered the firse L.A. Chapter of the Party was the leader
of perhaps the most violent street organizations of that rime—the Slausons. James
Carr, former cell mate of Comrade George Jackson, and author of BAD, was a mem-
ber of the Farmers. There were the Gladiators, the Businessmen, the Avenues,
Blood Alley, and the Rebel Rousers to name but a few.

After the 1965 rebellion in Watts, there came an unsteady truce of sarts chat
caused the street organizations to focus on a larger, more deadly enemy—the
L.A.P.D. [Los Angeles Police Department]. So, by the time the Black Panther Party
came to L.A., in 1968, a shaky peace existed among the larger groups. The Party
offered the street combatants a new direction in which to vent their anger, respond
to injustice and represent their neighborhoods.

By and large, the Party usurped the youthful rage and brought the street organiza-
tions of that time to an end. Of course, the U.S. government also did its share by
drafting young brothers into the Vietnam War.

These, however, were the storm years of COINTELPRO and the Party was the
focal point. Thus, by late 69, the aboveground infrastructure of the BPP was in
shambles due to its own internal cantradictions and subsequently the weight of the
state. Confusion set in among the people creating, if you will, a window of apportu-
nity of which both the criminals and the councer revolutionists in the government
took advantage.

Community Relations for an Independent People {(CRIP) was a city funded team
post (meeting place) on the east side of South Central L.A. that played host to
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some of the area's most rowdy youth. One such brather was Raymond Washingron,
who at that time belonged to a young upstart clique called the Baby Avenues. The
tearn post became center ground to an ever widening group of youth who eventually
took its title, CRIP, as a name and moved westward with it. With the vanguard in
shambles and the local pigs turning a deliberate deaf ear, the CRIPs flourished rap-
idly. In its formative years, the Party’s influence was evident. For the same uniform/
dress code of the Party's influence was that of the CRIPs. Yet, a sinister twist devel-
oped whereas New Afrikan people were targets of the young hoodlutns. And. with
no vanguard forces readily available to teach and train these youth, they spiraled
out of conerol, taking as their nemesis the Brims who later developed into the city
wide Bloods. The founding of the CRIPs is established as 1969. Their gang color is
blue, and sometimes also the color white.

ENTER THE 1970s

A California guard, rated as an expert marksman, opened the decade of the 19705
with the January 13th shooting at close range of W. L. Nolen, Cleveland Edwards,
and Alvin “Jug” Miller in the Soledad prison yard. They were lefe lying where they
fell unil it was too late for them to be saved by medical treatment. Nolen, in partic-
ular, had been instrumental in organizing protest against guard killings of cwo other
Black prisoners—Clarence Causey and William Powell—at Soledad in the recent
past, and was consequently both a thorn in the side of prison officials and a herF) to
the Black prison population.?' When the guard was exonerated of the triple killings
two weeks later by a Board of Inquiry, the prisoners retaliared by throwing a guard
off the tier.

George Jackson, Fleeta Drumgo, and John Cluchette were charged with tl"le
guard’s death and came to be known as the Soledad Brothers. California Black pris-
oners solidified around the Soledad Brothers case and the chain of events led to the
formation of the Black Guerrilla Family (BGF). The Panthers spearheaded a mas-
sive campaign to save the Soledad Brothers from the gas chamber. The nationwide
coalescence of prisoners and support groups around the case converted the scat-
tered, disparate prison struggles into a national prison movement.

On the night of March 9, 1970, a bomb exploded, killing Ralph Featherstone
and Che Payne in their car outside a Maryland courthouse where Rap Brown was
to appear next day on “Inciting to Riot" charges. Instead of appearing, Rap went
underground, was captured a year later during the robbery of a Harlem so-called
“dope bar,” and was sent behind the walls. He completed his sentence and was
released from prison.?

On August 7, 1970, Jonathan Jackson, younger brother of George, attempred to
liberate Ruchell “Cinque” Magee, William Christmas, and James McClain from the
Marin County courthouse in California. Jonathan, McClain, Christmas, and the
trial judge were killed by SWAT teams who also wounded the prosecutor and para-
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lyzed him for life. Miraculously, Ruchell and three wounded jurors survived the
fusillade. Jonathan frequencly served as Angela Davis's bodyguard. She had pur-
chased weapons for that purpose, but Jonathan used those same weapons in the

breakout artempt. Immediately afterward she became the object of an internationa]

"woman hunt.” On Qctober 13, Angela was caprured in New York City and wag
subsequently returned to California to undergo a very acrimonious trial with Magee.
She was acquitted on all charges. Magee was tried separately and convicted on lesser
charges. He remains imprisoned to date, over three decades all total, and is oyr
longest held political prisoner.”

ORIGIN OF THE BLOODS

Most South Central street organizations, commonly called “gangs,” “sets,” or
“orgs.,” take their names from prominent streets: Slausen, Denver Lane, Piru, Hoo- -

ver, etc., that run through their neighborhood. The CRIPs had already formed, were
massed up and rolling together. Their strength artracred other sets to become
CRIPs. As they moved into territories occupied by other South Central organiza-
tions, they clashed with and mer stiff resistance from those neighborhood sets who
did not want to align with or be taken over by them.

Among those gang leaders resisting the CRIP invasion were Peabody of the Den-
ver Lanes, Puddin of the Westside Pirus, Rooster of the thirty Pirus, and the West-
side Brims, perhaps the most well known and respected of the lot, although their
leader is unknown today. Using their prestige and influence, the Brims began going
into ather neighborhaods to start other Brim families and to recruit other sets to
join their side in opposition to the CRIPs. As the various sers began hooking up
with each other and the Brims, they formed a loose coalition whase main point in
common was their opposition to the CRIPs, Iy the early 1970s, the federation solid.
ified and formally united into che citywide Bloods. They adopted the color red as
their banner; they also use the colors green or brown.

Prison is a normal next stop for many gang members. The first Bloods sent to
Chinoe, a mainline California prison, are commonly referred to in Blood circles as
the “First Bloods to walk the line ar Chino.” To increase their prison membership
and recruitment, they created a Bloodline (BL) Consticution patterned after the
constitution of the BGF, a Panther-influenced group already established in the Cali.
fornia prison system at the time. The BL Constitution contained the Blood’s code
of conduet, history, and by-laws and was required reading for each new recruit. To
speed up recruitment, the older “First Bloods™ made reading the constitution an
automatic induction into their ranks and thereafter began tricking young prisoners
into reading it. Once read, the new recruic could only reject membership at the risk
of serious bodily harm.

The press-ganging of young recruits at Chino set off ripples of dissatisfaction and
breakaways among Bloods in other California prisons. Thase disaffected centered
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around Peabody at Old Folsom prison who took parts tfrom the BL and th.e BF]F
constitutions and created a new Unired Blood Nation {UBN) Cons.tttutmn
designed to unify all Bloods in prison. Since then, Bloods have chosen which con-
stitution they would come under. o .
Blood members under either the BL or UBN Constimnor} are held w a h1ghe,r
standard than other members; they hold positions and are 51m1‘[ar to the Officer’s
Corps of a military organization. Those Bloods not under a constitution are the ‘foot
soldiers. The BL and UBN organization spread throughout the Cgllfomla prison
systern, and are strictly prison organizations. Once a Blood leaves prison he returns
to his old neighborhood set. From South Central, the Bloods spread to Pasader%a,
Gardenia, San Diego, Sacramento, Bakersfield, and throughout the state and its

Prison systef.

CALIFORNIA BAY AREA GANGS®

San Francisco’s Bay Area gangs or “clicks” can be traced back to the early l.S’fSDs
and are usually identified by, or named after, their neighborhoods ar communities.
Mast of those functioning today came from splinter groups of the BPP after it broke
upin Oakland, the 69th Street Mob, founded by Felix Micchell in the early 1970s,
still exists despite the government’s best efforts to derail it. In I_iast Oalkland the
Rolling Twenties and the 700 Club, along with the Acom Gang in West Qakland,
are the powerhouse clicks on the streets. - —

In San Francisco, there is Sunnydale and Hunters Point, the city's largesjt street
gang, which is divided into several clicks—Qakdale, Harbor Road, West Point, etc.
East Palo Alto is the home of the Professional Low Riders (PLR) who are a major
influence in the South Bay Area—and in Vallejo there is the North Bay Gangsters
and Crestview, . ‘

Most Bay Area gangs don’t have colors but align primarily on tll'le basis of money
and hustling endeavors. Many are associated with the Rap music industry and with
various prison groups—the 415s, BGF, or ANSARs.

GROWTH OF THE GANGSTER DISCIPLES

In 1970, Gangster Disciple {GD) Larry Hoover was convicted for a gang relared
murder and sentenced to a 150 to 200 year state sentence. He’s the current leader
of the GDs and runs the syndicate from an Illinois prison cell. '

As drugs flooded into the Chicago ghetroes, young Black men flooded into the
Hlinois prisons where they were given GD application forms to fill out. If Fhlen' referci
ences proved solid, they were indoctrinated into the gang. Everyone who Jomeq ha_
to memorize the GD's sixteen-rule code. The GDs spread throughout the Illinois
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and Midwest prison systems. The flow of GDs back into the streets enabled them
to expand their street network which is an intricare command and control stryc.
ture, similar to a military organization.?

COMRADE GEORGE ASSASSINATED

On August 21, 1971, a guard shot and killed George Jackson as he boled from a
control unit and ran for the San Quentin wall. Inside the unit lay three guards and
two trustees dead. The circumstances surrounding George Jackson’s legendary life

and death, and the astuteness of his published writings,? lefr a legacy that inspires

and insteucts the New Afrikan liberation struggle on both sides of the wall even
today, and will for years to come.

September 13, 1971, became the bloodiest day in U.S. prison history when New
York's Governor Nelson Rockefeller ordered the retaking of Artica prison. The pre-
vious several years had seen a number of prison rebellions flare up across the country
as prisoners protested widespread maltreatment and inhumane conditions. Most
had been settled peaceably with little or no loss of human life after face 1o face
hegotiation between prisoners and state and prison officials. At Artica Black,
Brown, White, Red, and Yellow prisoners took over one block of the prison and
stood together for five days seeking to negotiate an end ro their inhumane condi-
tions. Their now famous dicnum declared, “We are men, not beasts, and will not be
driven as such.” But Rockefeller had presidential ambitions. The rebelling prisoners’
demands included a political request for asylum in a non-imperialistic country.
Rackefeller's refusal to negotiate foreshadowed a macabre replay of his father John
D's slaughter of striking Colarado miners and their families decades earlier. Alto-
gether forty-three people died at Actica. New York State trooper bullers killed forty
people—thirty-one prisoners and nine guards—in retaking Attica and shocked the
world by the naked barbarity of the U.S. prison system. Yet the Attica rebellion oo
remains a milestone in the development of the New Afrikan liberation struggle

behind the walls, and a symbol of the highest development of prisoner multina-
tional solidarity to date.

NEW WORLD CLASHES WITH THE NATION OF ISLAM

In 1973 the simmering struggle for control of Newark’s NOI [Nation of Istam] Tem-
ple No. 25 erupted into the open. Warren Marcello a New World lof Islam] member
assassinated NOI Temple No. 25 Minister Shabazz, In retaliation several NW1I
tembers were attacked and killed within che confines of the New Jersey prison sys-
tem, and before the year was our the bodies of Marcello and a companion were
found beheaded in Newark’s Weequahic Park. Ali Hassan, still in prison, was tried
as one of the co-conspirators in the death of Shabaz and was found innocent.
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PROY's destruction of the BPP forced many members undelrgmunci a:nd
;?;IiiEthx &1(3 Black Liberation Army (BLA)—a New A&i}can guerrilla OIEaer;’
tion. The BLA continued the struggle by waging urban gu«_amlla war across the h
through highly mobile strike teams.?® The government’s mtepmﬁe'c'i searc_h forlrl: e
BLA during the early 1970s resulted in the capture of Geronimo ji-Jaga 1r1dDBa1 asd,
Dhoruba Bin-Wahad and Jamal Joseph in New ‘York, Sha' S]:}a Brown an1 I_t;o
MecCreary in St. Louis, Nuh Washington and ]ahl' Muntaqlml in Los Ang; els{, e;ﬁ
man Bell in New Orleans, Francisco and Gabriel Torres in New York, I_}E-S;E
Maroon Shoats in Philadelphia, Chango Monges,l Mark Holder, and Kama.uAIi ton
in New York, Assata Shakur and Sundiata Acoli in Ne\ni ]efsey, {\51‘13}'11:1' . storli
Tarik, and Walid in New MHaven, Safiya Bukhari and Masai G1bs:on. in Vlrgméa, acli-;
others. Left dead during the government's search and 'd-estroy missions werek E;’l ra
Pratt (wife of Geronimo ji-Jaga, assassinated while visibly pregnan‘t‘), Marn : sle;:jx,
Woodie Changa Green, Twyman Kakuyan Olughala Meyers, Frank Heagy. B1e1 s,
Anthony Kimu White, Zayd Shakur, Melvin Rema Kemey, Alred Kam Lluf utler,
Ron Carter, Rory Hithe, and John Thomas, among o.t:hf:rs.29 Red Adams, fe t para-
lyzed from the neck down by police bullets, would die from the effects a few years
latg;her New Afrikan freedom fighters attacked, hounded, and captured 'du.rir'lg t'h;;
same general era were Imari Obadele and the RNA-11 in Jackson, M‘1551551§p1},1
Don Taylor®! and De Mau Mau of Chicago, Hanif Shabazz, Abclu! fzm, (a}nB)t e
VI-5 in the Virgin Islands, Mark Cook of the George ].ackson Bnga. e é h}' in
Seattle, Ahmed Obafemi of the RNA in Florida, Atiba Shannalm : ;cago,
Mafundi Lake and Sekou Kambui in Alabama, Robert Aswad Duren in Cali ornia,
Kojo Bomani Sababu and Dharuba Cinque in Trenton, }ohn Partee ang FI?KSHE
Lee Hodges of Alkebulan in Memphis, Gary Tyler in Louisiana, Kareem Sai ) ;
and the Five Percenter-BLA-Islamic Brothers in New York, Ben CJl'laws.anPl_L.tE e
Wilmington 10 in North Carolina, Delbert Africa and MOVE members in Phila-

delphia, and others doubtless too numerous to name.?

POLITICAL CONVERTS IN PRISON

Not everyone was political before incarceration. ]ohln Andaliwa 'Clark becatrlne Isi;),
and a freedom fighter par excellence, only after being sent behind thle walls. de
paid the supreme sacrifice during a hail of gunfire b?/ Trenton St'ate 1;-:150@“ lg,?ar [sa
Hugo Dahariki Pinell also became political after bemgl sent behind the Ca llc c;rmm
walls in 1964. He has been in prison ever since. Joan Little?® took an ice p1ic o

a White North Carolina guard who had used it to force her to perform oral sex on
him. She killed him, escaped to New York, was captured, ‘and forc‘ed to ]rjtum to
the same North Carolina camp where she feared for her life. Massive public vigi-
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lance and support enabled her to complete the sentence in relative safety ang
obtain her release. Dessie Woods* and Cheryl Todd, hitching through Georgia,
were given a ride by a White man who tried to rape them. Woods took his gun,

killed him, and was sent to prison where officials drugged and brutalized her. Todgd
was also imprisoned and subsequently released upon completion of the sentence,
Woods was denied parole several times, then finally released.

Political or not, each arrest was met with highly sensationalized prejudicial pub-
licity that continued unabated to and throughout the trial. The negative publicity
blitz was designed to Buarantee a conviction, smokescreen the real issues involved,
and justify immediate placement in the harshest prison conditions possible. For men
this usually meant the federal penitentiary at Marion, Illinois. For women it hag
meant the control unit in the federal penitentiary at Alderson, West Virginia, or
Lexingron, Kentucky. In 1988 political prisoners Silvia Baraldini, Alejandrina Tor-

Adjoa Aiyetoro, Jan Susler, and others. The legal victory temporarily halted the
practice of sending prisoners to control units strictly because of their political status.
The ruling was reversed by the D.C. Appellate Court a year later.” Those political
prisoners not sent to Marion, Alderson, or Lexington control ynirs are sent to other
control units modeled afrer Marion/Lexington but locared within maximum secyr-
ity state prisons. Normally this means twenty-three hour a day lockdown in long
term units located in remote hinterlands far from family, friends, and attorneys,
with heavy censorship and restrictions on communications, visits, and oucside con-

tacts, combined with constant harassment, provocatton, and brutality by prison
guards.

EFFECT OF CAPTURED FREEDOM
FIGHTERS ON PRISONS

The influx of so many captured freedom fighters ( Le., prisoners of war—POWs)
with varying degrees of guerrilla experience added a valughle dimension to the New
Afrikan liberation struggle behind the walls. In the first place, it accelerated the
prison struggles already in process, particularly che atrack on conerol units, Cne
attack was spearheaded by Michael Deutsch and Jeffrey Haas of the People’s Law
Office, Chicago, which challenged Marion’s H-Unir boxear cells. Another was
spearheaded by Assara Shakur and the Center for Counstitutional Rights which
challenged her out of stare placement in the Alderson, West Virginia, control unit.

Second, it stimulated a thoroughgoing investigation and exposure of
COINTELPRO’s hand in the low-intensity warfare waged on New Afrikan and
Third World nationalities in the U.S. This was spearheaded by Geronimo ji-Jaga
with Stuart Hanlon's law office in the West and by Dhoruba Bin-Wahad with attor-
neys Liz Fink, Robert Boyle, and Jonathan Lubel] in the East’e T

hese
COINTELPRO investigations resulted in the overturn of Bin-

Wahad’s conviction
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nd his release from prison in March 1990 after he had heen imprisoned nineteen
2 - .
years for a crime he did not commit.

Third, it broadened the scope of the prison movemler.xt to tf}e intematior'lal arenz;
by producing the initial presentation of the U.S.. political prisoner andlpnsoner c;l
war (PP/POW) issue before the UN’s Human Rights Cor.nmwston. This aﬁpiﬁac
originated wich Jalil Muntagim, and was spearheaded by him and attomejyd a frﬁn
Burke on the West Coast and by Sundiata Acoli and attome;}’r Ler_mox Hm 5 0 the
National Conference of Black Lawyers on the East Coast.”” This pemtlog sougl r
relief from human rights violations in U.S. prisons 'and subseqL.lentEy.asserte a c([:?.'! oc-i
nized people’s right to fight against alien domination and racist regimes as codifie
i ention.
m‘?clxzr(t};niivfn(tii:?ﬁed, clarified, and broke new ground on political iislsues‘ and
debates o% particular concern to the New Afrikan 'comml;nity, Le., the “National
(Question,” spearheaded by Atiba Shanna in the Midwest. ‘ . y

All these struggles, plus those already in process, were carried out with ¢ Ie: ccl)m i
nation in one form or another of resolute prisoners, and community and egfa 5}1113-
port. Community support when present came fro'm various sources— amkt Y,
comrades, friends; political, student, religious, and prisoner rights groups; .worlerz,
professionals, and progressive newspapers and radio stations. Some of tl"lD.SE involve
over the years were or are: the National Committele for Defense of Pohtlca;{PnsISF'
ers, the Black Community News Service, the African Peoples Party'l, th;l: C?Pél ic
of New Afrika, the African Peoples Socialist Party, The Eas.l:, the‘ BlissC or g?s-
munication Network, Liberation Book Store, WDAS Radio Phlla.delphm, \)lV LS
Radio New York, WBAI Radio New York, Third World New.sree’l, Libertad (po mc;?
journal of the Puerto Rican Movimiento de Liberacidn Nactc')nal [MLNt]), l':he Pri[—
rie Fire Organizing Committee, the May 19th Communist Orgamzamon,l the
Madame Binh Graphics Collective, The Midnight Expres's, the Northwest ?T\;’a
Socialist Party, the National Black United Front, the Nation of Islam, Arm hte
Spirit, Black News, International Class Labor Defense, the Rgal Dragon PID]ECE% the
John Brown Anti-Klan Commitree, the National Prison Project, the House of the
Lord Church, the American Friends Service Commiteee, attorneys Chuck ]%nes
and Harold Ferguson of Rutgers Legal Clinic, the Jackson Advocare newspaper, Rut-
gers law students, the Committee to End the Marion Lockdown, the American

Indian Movement, and others.

THE END OF THE 1970s

As the decade wound down, the late 19705 saw the demise of the NOI -fol!‘owmg
the death of Elijah Muhammad and the rise of orthodox Islam among mgmﬁc?nt
segments of New Afrikans on both sides of the wall. By 1979 the praso; populatlo'n
stood at 300,000, a whopping 100,000 increase within a single decade.”® The previ-
ous 100,000 increase, from 100,000 to 200,000, had taken thirty-one years, from
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1927 to 1958, The initial increase o 100,000 had taken hundreds of years, since

Armerica’s original colonial times. The 1960s were the transition decade of Whige -

to the safety of political asylum in Cuba where she remains to dare, 1

THE DECADE OF THE 1980s

In June 1980, Ali Hassan was released after sixreen
prisons. Two months later, five New World of Islam (
after a North Brunswick, New Jetsey, bank tobbery i
car belonged to the recently released Alj Hassan,

years in the New Jersey stare
NWI) members were arrested
n a car with stolen plates. The
who had loaned it to a friend. Alj

All defendants were convicted and sent behind the walls.

The 19805 brought another round of BLA freedom fighters behind walls—
Basheer Hameed and Abdul Majid in the 1980s; Sekou Odinga, Kuwasi Balagoon,
Chui Ferguson-Ei, Jamal Joseph again, Mutulu Shakur, and numerous BLA Multj-
national Task Force supporters in '81; and Terry Khalid Long, Ojore Lutalo, and
others in 1982. The government's sweep left Mtayari Shabaka Sundiata dead,

Kuwasi Balagoon subsequently dead in prison from AIDS, and Sekouy Odinga bru-
tally tortured upon tapture, torture that included pullj

turing his pancreas during long sadistic beatings thar
manths.

But this second round of captured BLA freedom fighters brought forth, perhaps
for the first time, a battery of young, politically acute New Afrikan lawyers—
Chokwe Lumumba, }il] Soffiyah Elijuh, Nkechi Taifa, Adjoa Aiyetoro, Ashanti
Chimurenga, Michael Tarif Warren, Evelyn Willtams, Joan Gibbs, Florence Mor-
gan, and others. They are not only skilled in representing New Afrikan POWs byt
the New Afrikan Independence Movement too, all of which added to the furcher
development of the New Afrikan liberation struggle behind the walls,

The decade also brought behind the walls Mumia Abu-Jamal, the widely
respected Philadelphia radie announcer, popularly known as the “Voice of the
Voiceless.” He maintained g steady drumbeat of radio support for MOVE prisoners.

ng out his toenails and rup-
left him hospitalized for six

whisked her away .
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He was driving his cab on the night of December 9, 1981, when he happened to
i beating his younger brother. ‘ .
sp*;;ﬂ P?il‘s::;lr;ci got iut of his cab and was shot and seriously wounded; the
lict;rmnan was kilhl_d. Mumia now sits on death row in greatest ne'ecl4 lof Mass Support
?1-0 every sector, if he's to be saved from the state’s electric chalr.. -
Olzﬂazi Toure of the United Freedom Front {UFF) was sent bf‘:hlnd. the {\;';PS in
982. He was released in 1991. In 1983, the United States Pen-ltentmry { ) aczlc
Itd rii‘_)n {llinois, was permanently locked down, and the entire prison was converte
'n?ﬂ on:a huge control unit making it the nation's fust control prison. The concept
i . p
ead across country in the next decade.
wo’;l‘tieslp:ew York 8—Coltrane Chimurenga, Viola Plummer ang lfer scijn Rober[;:
Clay, Lateefah Carter, Colerte Pean, an
“R.T.” Taylor, Roger Wareham, Omowale . ' ar
YRe{te Keyily—were arrested on October 17, 1984, and charged with ccmsiimnglto
;mmit prison breakouts and armed robberies, and to possess weapons an exsh o-
C‘wes However, the New York 8 were actually the New York 8 + beca'uie laincr er
Zigbt. or nine people were jailed as grand jury resisters in connection with the case.
i 1985.
York 8 were acquitted on August 5, .
Th’léhif‘:ame year, Ramona Africa joined other MOVE comrades algadyé !?eI;Ind
 cri ived Philadelphia Mayor Goode's May
alls. Her only crime was that she survive : / : .
;1_}: ?’985 bombing which killed eleven MOVE members, including their babies,
1 1
ilies, home, and neighborhood.
fan”?l;e following year, on November 19, 1986, a twenty-year old Bronx, New ‘.z’ork,
youth, Larry Davis—now Adam Abdul Hakeem—made a drar;;atlc ce;scape 'ctlﬁr::?}g a
: i i inate him for absconding wi eir
shootout with police who had come to assass . ine (helr
i ounded in the shootout. Adam escap
drug sales money. Several policemen were w i s e
later in the presence of the media, ,
unscathed but surrendered weeks 1o bis family, and
i frer numerous charges, trials, and acq
a mass of neighborhood supporters. A | i and ncquial
i i f a New York police controlled drug ring
in which he exposed the existence o : . |8 ring that
i h police supplied drugs, he w
d Black and Puerto Rican youths to pus ippli . ‘
EZ;?::I theawalls on weapon possession convictions. During incarceration, numer
ous beatings by guards confined him to a wheelchair for sex.reral years. { Robert
On July 16, 1987, Abdul Hagq Muhammad, Arthur ].'\/Ia;e:e}r:tt Ba'rnes,c an A ) :e
’ Black Men's Movement Against Crack, we
“R.T.” Taylor, all members of the . ok wete
i New York, arrested, and subsequently
lled over by state troopers in upstate  a ‘ :
fc? piison on Z variety of weapon possession convictions. Each completed his sen
le.
d retuned to the streets and the strugg -
terﬁ:r?nnan Ferguson, at sixty-eight years of age, voluntarily lzetumgd Gto the U.S%uotﬁ
l ile in Ghana, Afrika, and Guyana,
i 1989, after twenty years of exile in . ‘
ngflzirig; He had fled the U.S. during the late 19605 after the appeal x;aas demeldlog
: following a conviction for conspirin
i tence of three and a half to seven years .
?c:snsl:dzr Civil Rights leaders. Upon return he was arrested at the airport and wis
moved constantly from prison to prison for several years as a form of harassment.
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Only after serving his full sentence was he release
continues the struggle for Afrikan liberation,
The 1980s brought the Reagan era’s rollback
and a steep rise in racist incidents

d back into the streets where he

internecine violence
ss the country.
y influenced by the Black Pancher Party,

that eventually engulfed communities of color all acro

Like the CRIPs, the Bloods were initial]
but with the deluge of CIA-Contra crack
no revolutionary vanguard to direct them, the Bloods took the path of least resis.
tance. Using their starewide neework, rocks, firepower, and Bloed rap videos and
tapes, they spread their enterprise eastward through cities big and small,

The Reagan 1980s also brought about the rebirth and reestablishment of the NOj
under the leadership of Minister Louis Farrakhan, the rapprochement with the
Soviet Union, a number of New Afrikan POWs adopting orthodox Islam in lieu of
revolutionary nationalism, the New Afrikan People's Orpanization (NAPO) and its
chairman, Chokwe Lumumba’s emergence from RNA as a banner carrier for the
New Afrikan Independernce Movement (NAIM), the Malcolm X Grassroots Move.-
ment (MXGM), the New Orleans assassination of Lumumba Shakur of the Panther
21, and an upsurge in mass political demonstrations known as the “Days of Qut-

Black Panther Party, allegedly killed by a young Black Guerrilla Family adherent
on August 22, 1989, during a dispute over *crack.” Huey taught the Black masses
socialism and popularized ic through the slogan “Power to the People!” He armed
the Black struggle and popularized it through the slogan “Political Power grows out
of the barrel of a gun.” For that, and despite his human shortcomings, he was a
true giant of the Black struggle, because his particular contributions are comparable

to that of other modemn-day giants, Marcus Garvey, Elijah Muhammad, Malcolm
X, and Martin Luther King, Jr.

AIDS, crack, street crime, gang violence, homelessness, and arrest rates all

rison population on June 30, 1989,
topped 673,000, an incredible 372,000 increase in less than a decade, causing the

tripling and doubling of prison populations in thirty-four states, and sizable
increases in most others.” New York City prisons became so overcrowded that they
began using ships as jails. William Bennett, former U.S. Secretary of Education and
then so-called Drug Czar, announced plans to convert closed military bases into
toncentration camps,

The prison-building spree and escalated imprisonment rates continued unabated.
The new prisoners were younger, more volatile, with long prison sentences, and
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Whites continued to be arrested at about the same rate as in \}gejf;m El{l’D};& wh}lie
i d that of Blacks in Sout rica. [n fact, the
e New Afrikan arrest rate surpasse . . rica .
{:_kJIS Black imprisonment rate was now the highest in the }voricﬁl,‘* with ten times
as‘ many Blacks as Whites incarcerated per 100,000 population.

THE 1990s AND BEYOND

As we began to move through the 1990s, the New. Afrikan 1ibe1‘?Fio? st.ruggli
behind the walls found itself coalescing around campaigns o fref: politica prlsg?;’
and prisoners of war, helping tofbuild a n;tgol-llz;l'PP/PCl)i\;(; ﬁﬁaxzsﬁf?r’lsii;i then-
ing its links on the domestic front, and building so
;?egn:.s ;19n9kls brought the collapse of the Soviet Union and the c;:nc} of chet f;:li
War. [t freed many of the CIA's Eastern Europe personnel for rxaI ephoymen back
to America to focus on the domestic war against people of f:olor. n ; e sam; man-
ner that COINTELPRO perfected techniques developed in the in aggji coime
raids at the end of WW1 and used them against the Communist Pgrty—d CIA era:
SNCC, BPP, NOI, RNA, and other d;melstiu: ??Vege?ts’ rgge:;rsztesourh ;zfpr 2
i ilization techniques developed in Eastern ) S 3,
gszsthl:as::i it:?;?];:l::l to wreak ha?oc in New Afrikan and other domestic communi-
Ele;cljtfi‘fgjgﬁt?ls: Ye;stablished media concentrated on the sensationalism of ghetto
crack epidemics, street crime, drive-by shoot%n.gs, 'anilhgealr:]i ;1212?123;1 ilﬁgz i\:’;lsbi
i iod of consciousness raising in .
ltjiz;ail:rlnﬁ?tig Litiiteg::’tggnce forces. The heightened consciousm.ass of the COIF’mESf
began to manifest itself through apparent random spark:s’ of re!:el[toln anﬁ tf:ie ;lsz :d
innovative cultural trends, i.e., Rap/Hip Hop “lrnessage music, culturally ie: : Es <
hair styles, dissemination of political/cultural video cassettes, r;:sp}r;;ugmg oﬂ eur
gent periodicals, and the resurrection Ioffforgot;en h?roifi;ezlrl;hi\re 1&1 ! p{]e; gbegan
e getting ready to push forward again. .S,
giﬁiﬁ;iiﬁ:%ll)}(g(:ongol Przon at Florence, Colorado, which. WZUI-d bot'h Silepﬁi
sede and augment USP Marion, Illinois. ADX at Florence combm}i: yina stl;ft o
tech control prison complex, all the repressive features and techniques
be;:;l ?;ggcgigda;giit?rirﬁ?son of the martyred Panther hera, Freﬁ Sr.‘,”“‘ras sez:tt
behind th;_ walls. He was convicted of the ﬁreblombi‘ng of a'Korean ddl‘tt;r:] (?CI:L:_
cago in the aftermath of the Simi Valley, California, verdict thalt acqui
policemen of the Rodney King bearting which set off the Los A‘rllge s riots. Seleo
In 1994, Shiriki Uganisha responded to the call of PQWS ]ah. Mulntaq;m, Sekou
Odinga, Geronimo ji-Jaga, and Mutulu Shakur, by %ms‘tmg a'natlonj. fcon‘erethem‘
Kansas City, Missouri, where various NAIM org'amzatac.ms‘d[scusse_ .onn%ngvarious
selves into a National Front. After a year of holding periodic negotiations in

cities, the discussion bore fruit in Atlanta, Georgia. On August 18, 1995, NAPO
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[New Afrikan People’s Organization],

[Malcolm X Grassroots Movement), The Malcolm X Commemoration Committe
(MXCC), the Black Car Collective (BCC), International Campaign to Fre

Geronimo, the Sundiata Acoli Freedom Campaign (SAFC), and various othes
the banner of the New

POW and grassroots organizations formally unified under
Afrikan Liberation Front (NALF), headed by Herman Ferguson. . ..

The mid decade also broughe forth a growing right wing White militia movement
that had obviously studied the tactics and language of the 19605 left wing move.
ments—and which culminated in the bombing of the Oklahoma Clity Federa]

tured and convicted suspect, Timothy McVeigh. He had

ican way of life that he so fervently believed in. He rase rapidly through
ranks (private to sergeant) in two years,

average thinking persons of color have known most of their lives.

In an October 1991, letrer to his sister and confidant, Jennifer, McVeigh disclosed
nine other Special Forces commanders tmight

and
ce agencies” as “government paid assassing, "7
Disillusioned and embittered wich the U.S. government, McVeigh soon after.

gravitated deeper into the right wing militia circles and

his revulsion ar being told that he and
be ordered ta help the CIA “fly drugs into the U.S. to fund covert operations”
“worl hand in hand with civilian poli

wards left military service,

surfaced four years larer upon his arrest in the Oklahoma City bombing case.

The mid 1990s found White anarchists Neil Batelli and Mathias Bolton collabo-
rating with Black POWs Ojore Lutalo, Sekou Odinga, and Sundiara Acoli which
resulted in the rransformarion of their local New Jersey Anarchist Black Cross into

an ABC Federation (ABCF) which n.

for organizations ro provide principled

organizations patrerned after the BPP—the Black Panther Collective, the Black
Panther Social Committee, the New Black Panthers, and the Black Panther Mili-
tia—along with the NOI's Minister Louis Farrakhan’s emergence at the October
16, 1995 Million Man March (MMM in Washington, D.C., as an undeniable force
on the New Afrikan, Islamic and world stage. In the meantime, the U.S. moved
further to the right with the passage of a series of racist, anti-worker legislation. The
government passed the NAFTA bill to legitimize the privace corporations’ policy of
sending U.S, jobs overseas. California passed Proposition 209 which killed Affirma-
tive Action programs throughout the stare. Then, it passed Proposition 187, which
implemented statewide racist anti-immigration legislation. The Federa] government
killed Black voting districts and passed Clinton’s Omnibus Crime Bill which greatly
increased the number of crime statuces, death penalty statutes, policemen and

armaments; arrest of people of color; youths tried as adults; 3-strike convictions,
and prison expansion projects,

the December 12th Movement, MXGp

been an All-Americag
boy, a blond haired, blue-eyed patriot who enlisted in the army to defend the Amer-

the military
and was accepted into the Special Forces:
the elite, top four percent of the military's forces. There he learned something that
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: -called “War on Drugs” sent Blacks and other people an color, more com-
o T ted with crack cocaing, to prison in droves while allowing White
_mcmlv o free. Five grams of crack worth a few hundred dollars is punishable
:.foendersdto B;—’ ﬁve-»year prison sentence, but it takes 500 grams, or $50,000 worth
by mzn ea;]t?:c:’caine, more commonly associated with wealthier Whites, b.efore fac-
"Jf pi}‘:’e Zilme five years.® In the mid '90s, 1600 people were sent to pnsonf:;ch
e ery three out of four were either Black or Latine,* with the rate of Afrikan
ek i I.Yrisomnent growing faster than that of Afrikan men.®
| .womenklmpere ninety percent of the federal crack convictions in 1994.5! The nor-
. ?13': i‘nw tion follows that Blacks are the majority of crack users. Wrong! Whu:'es
e e majord of erack users® but were less than four percent of the crack convic-
o tkﬁl}e miljorl)wWhite person had been convicted of a federal crack offense in the
oy anl narea since 1986% nor ever in Chicago, Miami, Denver, or sixteen st‘aces
o A; e tz a 1992 survey.” As a result, there are now mare Afrikan men in prison
: :liggririrl:goiiegesﬁ and one out of every three Afrikan men agc-f:d kIl'mineteerlm tt:o twentyé
i in prison, jail, or on probation or parole.’” Most o the convictions wer
sll:tl:iszz l;fizsinf’c;i'rna]lnt’s tfainted cestimgny on![j\i.,i Si;c; hard evidence, in exchange
i nt’s freedom from prosecution or . N
for:f]ti:?i%?;?ng Congress for a few years, Families Again'st Maljldat(;rygl\:;ls‘;in;aaif
oy e lowered fot v o LS comvictons Bt e s
ed for marijuana ar ¢ . .
Sz:r?;nyot;tzrsf:siz:; rwir_h Whit; offenders and .FAMMlS success resulted in the
release of numerous White offenders from long prison sentelnc‘eis. L
Blacks and other prisoners of color patiently waited for similar correc fons to be
made to the gross disparity between cr;\ck‘ and ;i%\ggegcé ;Zt;zlr:re\;e[?\tzrll; Da;dcast 2
sed before the answer came during a -SPA
E;:régisgressional session debating the disparity in sentenmr;jg. Thz Cor;gcr:issevi);;c‘l
to continue the same 100 l.'ol lddcilspari‘Ey betlw.egl ;z;:{kizr; llp:;:rhsig; caine sen-
risons exploded in riots, thirty- , ugh mo
;?lilieef:i—}:?itz?ig; l:uaws megiija while across the country, prison of:fic‘,tsllsdlx‘lstltm::;:;irl 2
nationwide federal prisons lock down. The disparity in cracicl/pow era(iO:f fne
sentencing laws remains to date; the oply c’hange made was the remov
C-SPAN TV channel from all federal prlﬁﬁns '1'1:1'\/5;13&f e prison populacion. One
Cnly two prison elements grew faster than the Afrikan p - rion, One
was the number of jobs for prisen guards®® and the 9ther was pknm;g e labor
industries.®® A California guard with a high scl‘wo[ dtploma“ makes §+ ,assodate
seven years, which is more than the state pays its I"hD pub{hc url_llw?rsw\lfar octate
professors and is $10,000 more than i(;sfawfarag{-a1 zué:éi; rs;i;zzrst:‘a; ee; rfi;ag : k:gt Ihe
i io for prisons is one guard for each 4. , .
?i?rtlf?;é ;2;1:: iocki up five new prisoners, usually P?Iack or otht?irs .c,\f zoior, t:l;y:;:i
another prison guard, usually White, since most prisons are bull tin depressed,
White areas to provide jobs to poor, unemployed‘Wthe popu atlu:ms.1 N
After decades of the U.S. loudly accusing China of using prison labor in
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export produces, the U.S, quietly removed its han against the sale of .S, pris
products to the public. It ser off a starpede by Wall Street
tions—Smith Barney, IBM, AT&T, TWA, Texas Instruments, Del[ Compute
Honda, Lexus, Spalding, Eddie Bauer, Brill Manufacturing Co,,
ers—to shamelessly invest in Prisons, set up slave labor factories
exploit every facet of the prison slave labor industry for super profi
discarding civilian workers for prison slayve laborers. &2 .
From 1980 to 1994, prisoners increased 221 percent, prison industries jumped g
astonishing 358 percent, and prison sales skyrocketed from $392 mill;
billion. By the year 2000, it is predicred that 30 percent of prisoners (or 500,000
will be industry workers producing $8.9 billion in goods and services. 64
Although crime has been decreasing for five straight years, as we approach th,
new millennium, we find thar prison expansion has continued at record pace ap,
that the prison population has mushroomed over the last decade to an astonishin
L75 million soulss—¢he majority of whom are Black, period—not counting th
half million persons in county and city jails for a grand sum of 2.25 million prisoners

total. The prisons/jails have been majority Black since 1993 when Blacks ascended
to fifty-five percent. Other prisoners of calor

shrunk to twenty-seven percent of the prison po
Blacks for every Whire prisoner,5 and the ratio increases daily.

The incarceration of women continues to accelerare, There are over 80,000
women in prison today, ffty-four percent are women of color and the vasr majority
of women in prison are single mothers, Upon imprisonment they lose contacr with
their children, sometimes forever. There are 167,000 children in the U.S. whose
mothers are incarcerated.6? '

‘The term “crime” hag become a code word for “Black and other people of color,”
The cry for “law and order,” “lock 'em up and throw away the key," and for “harsher
prisons” is heard everywhere, Nothing is too cruel to be done ro prisoners. Control
units and control prisons abound across the landscape and prison brutality and tor.
ture is the order of the day. The “War on Drugs” continues apace, by now transpar-
ent to all as a “war, actually a pre-emptive strike, on people of color” to knock out

3 i i d Chicago voter registration
ot it tion committee, Z1st Century, finance .
:Tk‘lelf palg;!fjtizl lgarrllg “peace summits,” and held rallies in support of health care
:c.l.?wes, Eflat eventually won support from the ghetto schools:, _churches, and comr(glg
.:r'f‘fforin ders which gave them a measure of mainstream political power. Forgqu
:?lw . nselor,” Wallace “Gator” Bradley ran for Alderman a.nd lost both times,
__‘_:war. ccj:nuary,1994, he was admitred to the White House with ]es'se Jackson o
:but E(H ith Clinton about “combating crime.” The GD's pawer continues to grovc\i'
. S?ngugh in May 1997, still imprisoned Larry Hoover and six associates were foun
a - + 68
i tic conspiracy. o ‘
guifysﬁ;?i r;:a; maigtains between the Bloods and CRH;S desp;lte mé;eméltt?t
i i ignite the conflict. Gradually,
. d constant provocations by police to reigni .
- ﬂareequ!igsg and CRIP sets in the West are changing their focr.xs and becom1}1g n}l%ll-e
___iss‘f’f;lved in endeavors that uplift and protect cl;edlzeu{r) Aféﬂ(ﬁ;}dc&m}im:;ﬁza ang
joi i . Khalid Muha;
R nd CRIPs joined the armed contingent led by Dr |
: i[ Orc();isl?/{icbaels of the New Black Panthers of Dallas, Te:[cas, I:hmh co;fro?lzed tl!;s
3 fon i ing the brutal pick-up murder there
demonstration in Jasper, Texas following t k-up ;
5(};?:@ racists of a Black hitchhiker, James Byrd, Jr. Somg Latin King® §<tz;s‘ :gl}:\g:z\:sr
i ing simi iti k for the Puerto Rican communi
York City are doing similar positive wor ey which i
i i he recent mass roundup and arrest of ninety
likely the main reason for th . Raci Jati pour Latin
ings in New York. Latin Kings were in the streets on Justi :
K;?tgisr: the takeover of the Brooklyn's D.A. Office to demand justice for- the police
Emrders of Yong Xin Huang and Anibal Carasquillo. When Fra%lc.ls Iawo;f, cop r;':.;i-
itted in 1996, the Latin Kings joined other protest-
derer of Anthony Baez was acquitte ) pest
he train to Brooklyn as news o
in the Bronx. They were among the first on ¢ ‘ ‘
;:hl:e rapeftorture of Abner Louima hit the streets. Their Ea;le'r, K;ngc')l'oni, a.l;.;.
in King contingent marched in the October 22,
Anthony Femandez, and a Latin : : the et 22,
i inst Police Brutality. The Latin Kings als
1997, National Day of Protest Against i penes also took
i demand a new trial for death-row Political Pri
e o B aret 0 iti b btained on occasions by The Code
Abu-Jamal.? Similar positive results have een o
in :hiir work with the Black street organizations of Brooklyn and Queens, New
k. ‘
Yoé)ver the last two decades, the GDs have grown to roughly .30’000 TrPf:rnﬁbeg.l “231;
D Chapters in about thirty-five states, primarily in the midwest. e Blo
S 31;1,1 d New York City, and have sets in almost every state. They became ;he
ave reache . . ‘ a
fiese Black street gang to spread coast to coast in b(;ih str;etis1 and pnsorési.ng”l;ezy
i in L.A. and the surroun .
roximately 235 sets of CRIPs in . surround ‘
;iefrtitieiyaﬁgere are CRIP sets in seventeen states and thirty-six cities, 1r'1§1uglling
Nelzv York, éovemment sources put their collective number at 90,009. Sanyi ald a-
kur asks rhetorically, “Had we not begun as predators of New Afrikans would we
: )
have been allowed to last this long?
avTehe latter part of the decade witnessed the June 17, 199'7, re_lease of BPP/BLA
POW Geronimo ji-Jaga after twenty-seven years of unjust imprisonment, Hg wa;
met with a tumultuous welcome home from the masses wherever he traveled an

in prisons and to
ts while calloys

tommunity and persistent “Pegce Summits” sponsored by Afrikan spiritual, com-
munity, and prison leaders have produced somewhar positive, although checkered
results. The Gangster Disciples, at Larry Hoover's direction,

have struggled to traps.
form their image from a criminal Otganization to a formidab]

€ organization for grass-

. Throughout Chicago's
ghettoes they haye organized neighborhood cleanups and fond drives in which hun-
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he confirmed their faich in him by immediately re-immersing himself in the struggle
for New Afrikan independence and liberation of all oppressed peaples. In solidari
with the unprecedented gathering two years earlier of more than a million Black
men at the Million Man March, three heroic grasstoots sisters: Phile Chionesy,
Asia Coney, and Nadirah Williams saw their works and faith materialize on Octo-
ber 25, 1997, when over a million Black women gathered ar Philadelphia, Pennisyl.
vania, for the Million Woman March. South Africa’s Mother of the Struggle,
Winnie Mandela, was the key note speaker, along with the Honorable Congress-
woman Maxine Waters, and the just released POW Geronimo.™
Under POW Jalil Muntaqim’s overall leadership, the NALF in conjunction with
Jericho 98 Organizing Committee’s Herman Ferguson and Safiya Bukhari broughe

the Jericho March to fruition on March 27, 1998. It was the first national demon.
stration of its kind on behalf of all PP/POWs in the U.S, Thousands of people of -

all nationalities from all over the country converged in Washington, D.C., to march
from Malcolin X Park to the White House and around it several times, calling for
U.S. recognition of, and amnesty for, all PP/POWs incarcerated in the U.S, Geron-
imo delivered the key note address at the main demonstration across the street in
Lafayette Park. Other notable representatives of the people’s struggle speaking at
the event were Ramona Africa, Kathleen Cleaver, Angela Davis, Benjamin
Muhammad (formerly Ben Chavis), Dennis Banks, Alejandro Melina, Julia Wrighe,
Josefina Rodriguez, Alan Berkman, Ali Bey Hassan, Chief Billy Tyak, La Tanya
White and many more—each calling for the release of all PP/POWs from prison
and an end to the U.S.’s oppressive domination of the poor and people of color.
On September 5, 1998, thousands of Black and other youths of color throughout
the country gathered at the Million Youth March/Movement in Harlem, New York,
and Atlanta, Georgia. The Million Youth Movement in Atlanta was sponsored by
Minister Louis Farrakhan of the NOI, Kweisi Mfume of the NAACP and Jesse Jack-
son of the Rainbow-Push Coalition. The major theme was that Black youth should
be “God-centered” in their preparations to take the reins of leadership in the next
century. The Million Youth March in Harlem was spearheaded by Dr. Khalid
Muhammad of the New Black Panthers, Artorney Roger Wareham of the December
12th Movement, Attorney Malik Shabazz, and Erica Ford of The Code. The major

theme centered around a Black youth “Struggle Agenda” for the coming century,
namely:

Freedom,

Reparations for the Black Nation,

Freeing all PP/POWs,

Control of the Politics and Economics of our Communirles,
Building Independent Institutions in our Communities,
Control of cur Cultural and Intellecryal Properties,

End Police Brueality, Harassment, and Murder of Black People,
End Racism,

Self Determination for the Black Nation
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Speeches were made by Damien of Harlem's Boys Choir, Farrakhan Muhammec?—
son of Dr. Khalid, Phile Chionesu, Dr. Josef Ben-Jochannan, Dr. Leonard ]effrl‘es,
Actorneys Malik Shabazz and Roger Wareham, Ernie Longwalker and Warrior
Woman, Minister Conrad Muhammed, Al Sharpton, and others. Messages were
read from various PP/POWs. Valentine, a spectator and twenty-thlfee-year—oi'd
member of the United Blood Nation, said one reason he came was “to show 1:115
organizacion had positives” and “to bring understanding.” I-.Ie'wore a red and white
bandanna around his head to represent his group, and a Million Youth March dag
collar around his neck.” Dr. Khalid Muhammad’s speech concluded the March. at
which time, a police helicopter buzzed low over the dispersing crowd, and a pol.r.ce
contingent rushed the stage to cut off the sound system. A me?[ee ens?xed Iea\émg
one spectator and fifteen police injured. The Harlem community was incensed at
Mayor "Adolph” Giuliani and the police department for their rat:lst/fasc:l‘st posture
leading up to and throughout the March, and for their brazen provocations at its
end, all of which fell short of their intended effect. _

The New Afrikan struggle behind the walls now follows the laws of its own devel-
opment, paid for in its own blood, intrinsically 1in1(ed‘ to the struggle of its own
people, and rooted deep in the ebb and flow of its own history. TO know th?.t hlstoory
is to already know its future development and direction. The times are serious. Qur
youth, our women, and therefore our very survival as a peaple are at stake. We nefed
only, both inside and out, to unite around a struggle agenda, organize, and fight for
it, and we shall win without a doubt.

Sundiata Acoli
USP Allenwood
White Deer, PA
December 7, 1998
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Chapter Eleven

Lorenzo Komboa Ervin

Lorenzo Komboa Ervin was born March 30, 1947, in Chattanooga, Tennessee. A
street gang member in his preteen years, at twelve he joined a local National Associ-
ation for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) youth group and partici-
pated in the 1960 sit-in protests against racial discrimination in public
accommodations. In 1965, Ervin was drafted for the Vietnam War and served two
years in the US. Army before being court-martialed for his radicalism and antiwar
organizing.!

In 1967, Ervin joined the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
(SNCC). "I learned a lot about internal democracy by being a part of SNCC,”
Ervin writes in Anarchism and the Black Revolution, “labout] how it could make or
break an organization, and how it had so much to do with the morale of the mem-
bers.” SNCC, he explains, “developed a working style that was very anti-authoritar-
ian and unique to the civil rights movement.” Ervin joined the Black Panther Party
(BPP) between 1967 and 1968. He credited his brief period with the Panrhers as
another valuable leaming experience: “It taught me," he recalled, “about the limits
of—and even the bankruptey of—leadership in a revolutionary moment . . , a real-
ization that many times leaders have one agenda, followers have another.”

After nationwide riots followed Martin Luther King, Jr.'s 1968 assassination, a
grand jury in Hamilton County, Tennessee, began to investigate “SNCC and the
Black Power movement's role in planning disturbances in the city of Chatta-
nooga.™ Fearing “gun-running” charges against him and ather SNCC acrivists and
threats of violence from the police and Klansmen, Ervin left the city and went into
hiding. The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) utilized the 1968 Civil Rights
Act to pursue him on charges of allegedly "bombing Klan offices and smuggling
guns to be used during a civil disturbance.”’ That act, which became known as the
“Rap Brown Law,” made it a federal crime to cross srate lines to “incite a riot,” that
is, engage in political agitation.

On February 25, 1969, armed with a revolver, Lorenzo Ervin hijacked a St. Louis-
to-San Juan, Puerto Rico, jetliner, rerouting it to Cuba. There, Ervin surrendered
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to Cuban authorities, In Atlanta on March 10, 1969, he was indicted by a federa] -
grand jury and a warrant was issued. The following month, with a Cuban passport
he flew o Czechoslovakia, where he was given political asylum.” In Prague, Ervip
traveled to the American embassy to renounce his American citizenship and wag
subsequently derained to face charges in the United States. Ervin alleges thar he -
was coerced to sign “voluntary” repatriation papers. While being escorted by .
embassy personnel to the airport, he escaped.® Found on September 22, 1969, in a .
youth hostel in East Berlin, he was arrested by U.S. agents and forcibly repatriateq
to stand trial on charges of air piracy and kidnapping.® After the FBI arrested him
at John F. Kennedy International Ajrporr on September 24,1° the New York Times
reported that he hag “voluntarily returmned."t:

On July 6, 1970, he was sentenced by an all-white jury in a Georgia court tg
concurrent life imprisonment on rwo counts of aircraft hijacking. This was the first
life sentence ever imposed on a hijacker.!? During his fifteen-year incarceration, he
was moved approximately CVEry two years between prisons in the South and Mid-
West, yet continued to organize against racism and for prisoners’ human rights.

For his political activity, he was frequently held in solitary confinement. Yer
Ervin remained politically engaged: while held in prison in Marion, Ilinois, he
joined the “Marion Brothers,” a group of prisoners who fought in federal courts for
general prisoners' rights. The Marion Brothers focused their work specifically on the
abhorrent treatment received in the infamous Marion Control Unit. Their work
gained the attention of Amnesty International, which castigated prison authorities
for violating the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Trearment of
Prisoners." Ervin's work with the Marion Brothers helped build internarional inter-
est in his case. During the late 19705, he was “adopted” by European anarchist orga-
nizations thar popularized his case and that of other political Prisoners, protesting
European visits by then president Jimmy Carter." Due o protest and support cam-
paigns, Ervin was released from g Memphis, Tennessee, prison in December of 1983,

brutality and the Ku Klux Klan.¥ Ervin's continued activity led to his arrests on g

number of political resistance cases, most notably those of the “Chattanooga 8" and
“Chattanooga 3.”16
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ANARCHIST VS. MARXIST-LENINIST THOUGHT
ON THE ORGANIZATION OF SOCIETY

Historically, there have been three major forms of socialism—Libertarian Socialism
{Anarchism}, Authoritarian Socialism (Marxist Communism}, and Democratic
Socialism {electoral social democracy). The non-Anarchist Left has echoed the
bourgeoisie's portrayal of Anarchism as an ideology of chaos and lunacy. But Anar-
chism, and especially Anarchist-Communism, has nothing in common with this
image. It is false and made up by its ideological opponents, the Marxist-Leninists.

It is very difficult for the Marxist-Leninists to make an objective criticism of
Anarchism as such, because by its very nature it undermines all suppositions basic
ro Marxism. If Marxism and Leninism ([and] its variant which emerged during the
Russian Revolution) is held out to be the working class philosophy, and the prole-
tariat cannot owe its emanciparion to anyone but the Communist Party, it is hard
to go back on it and say that the working class is not yet ready to dispense with
authority over it. [V. L} Lenin came up with the idea of the transitional State, which
would “wither away” over time, to go along with Marx's “dictatorship of the prole-
tariat.” The Anarchists expose this line as counter-revolutionary and sheer power-
grabbing, and over seventy-five years of Marxist-Leninist practice have proven us
tight. These so-called Sacialist States produced by Marxist-Leninist doctrine have
only produced Stalinist police states, where workers have no rights, and a new ruling
class of technocrats and party politicians have emerged, and the class differential
between those the State favored over those it didn't created widespread deprivation
among the masses and another class struggle. But instead of meeting such criticisms
head on, they have concentrated their attacks not on the doctrine of Anarchism,
but on particular Anarchist historical figures, especially [Mikhail} Bakunin ([Karl]
Marx’s main opponent in the First International).!

Anarchists are social revolutionaries who seek a stateless, classless, voluntary,
cooperative federation of decentralized communities based upon social ownership,
individual liberty, and autonomous self-management of social and economic life.

The Anarchists differ with the Marxist-Leninists in many areas but especially in
organization building. They differ from the authoritarian socialists in primarily
three ways: they reject the Marxist-Leninist notions of the vanguard party, demo-
cratic centralism and the dictatorship of the proletariat, and Anarchists have alter-
natives for each of them. The problem is that almost the entire Left (including
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some Anarchists) is completely unaware of Anarchism’s tangible structural alterna
tives of the catalyst group, Anarchist consensus, and the mass commune,

The Anarchist alternasive to the vanguard party is the catalyst group. The cata
lyst group is merely an Anarchist-Communist federation of affinity groups in action
The catalyst group, or revolutionary anarchist federation, would meet on a regula
basis or only when necessary, depending on the wishes of the membership and th
urgency of social conditions. It would be made up of representatives from the affin.
ity group (or the affinity group itself), with full voting rights, privileges, and respon.
sibilities. It would both set policies and future actions to be performed. It woul
produce both Anarchist-Communist theory and social practice. It believes in th
class struggle and the necessity to overthrow Capitalist rule. It organizes in the com
munities and workplaces. It is democeatic and has no authority figures like a party
boss or central commirree. '

In order to make a revolution, large-scale, coordinated movements are necessary, -
and their formation is in no way counter to Anarchism. What Anarchists are
opposed to is hierarchical, power-tripping leadership which suppresses the creative
urge of the bulk of those involved, and forces an agenda down their throats. Mem-
bers of such groups are mere servants and worshippers of the parry leadership. But
atthough Anarchists reject this type of domineering leadership, they do recognize’
that some people are more experienced, articulate, or skilled than others, and these
pecple will play leadership action roles. These persons are not authority figures, and’
can be removed at the will of the body. There is also a conscious attempt to rou-
tinely rotate responsibility and to pass on these skills to each other, especially to
women and people of color, who would ordinarily not get the chance. The experi-
ence of these persons, who are usually veteran activists or better qualified than most
at the moment, can help form and drive forward movements, and even help to crys-
tallize the potential for revolutionary change in the popular movement. What they: lx
cannot do is take over the initiative of the movement itself. The members of these’
groups reject hierarchical positions (anyone having more official authority than’
others), and unlike the Marxist-Leninist vanguard parties, the Anarchist groups
won't be allowed to perpetuate their leadership through a dictatorship after the rev-.
olution. Instead, the catalyst group itself will be dissolved and its members, when
they are ready, will be absarbed inte the new society’s collective decision-making
process. Therefore, these Anarchists are not leaders, but merely advisors and orga-
nizers {D[’ a mass movement, , ..

Anarchism is not confined to the ideas of a single theoretician, and it allows
individual creativity to develop in collective groupings, instead of the characteristic
dogmatism of the Marxist-Leninists. Therefore, not being cultist, it encourages a
great deal of innovation and experimentation, prompting its adherents to respond
realistically to contemporary conditions. It is the concept of making ideology fit the
demands of life, rather than wying to make life fic the demands of ideology.

Therefore, Anarchists build organizations in order to build a new world, not per-
petuate domination over the masses of people. We must build an organized, coordi-
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nated international movement aimed at transforming the globe into a mass
COMITIURE. . . .

WHERE 1S THE BLACK STRUGGLE
AND WHERE SHOULD IT BE GOING?

Some, usually comfortable Black middle class professionals, politicians or business-
men wha rode the 1960s Civil Rights movement into power or prominence, will
say that there is no longer any necessity to struggle in the streets during the 1990s
for Black freedom. They say that we have “arrived” and are now “almost free.” They
say our only struggle now is to “integrare the money,” or win wealth for themselves
and members of their sacial class, even though they give lip service to “empowering
the poor.” Look, they say: we can vote, our Black faces are all over TV in commer-
cials and situarion comedies, there are hundreds of Black millionaires, and we have
political representatives in the halls of Congress and State houses all over the land.
In fact, they say, there are currently over 7,000 Black elected officials, several of
whom preside over the large cities in the nation, and there is even a governor of a
Southern state who is an African-American. That's whae they say. Buc does this
tell the whole story?

The fact is that we are in as bad or even worse a shape economically and politi-
cally as when the Civil Rights movement began in the 1950s. One in every four
Black males are in prison, on probation, on parole, or under arrest;? at least one-
third or more of Black family units are now single parent families mired in poverty;
unemployment hovers at 18~25 percent for Black communities; the drug economy
is the number one employer of Black youth; most substandard housing units are still
concentrated in Black neighbarhoods; Blacks and other non-Whites suffer from the
worst health care; and Black communities are still underdeveloped because of racial
discrimination by municipal governments, mortgage companies and banks, who
“redline” Black neighborhoods from receiving community development, housing
and small business loans which keep our communities poor. We also suffer from
murderous acts of police brutality by racist cops which have resulted in thousands
of deaths and wounding, and internecine gang warfare resulting in numerous youth
homicides {and a great deal of grief). But what we suffer from most and what
encompasses all of these ills is the fact that we are an oppressed people, in facr a
colonized peaple, who are subject to the rule of an oppressive government. We really
have no rights under this system, except that which we have fought for and even
that is now in peril. Clearly we need a new mass Black protest movement to chal-
lenge the government and corporations and expropriate the funds needed for our
comimunities to survive.

Yet for the past cwenty-five years the revolutionary Black movement has been on
the defensive, Due to co-optation, repressior, and betrayals of the Black Liberarion
movement of the 1960s, today’s movement has suffered a series of setbacks and has
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now become static in comparison. This may be because it is just now getting g
stuff together after being pummeled by the Stare’s police agencies, and also because
of the internal political contradictions which arose in the major Black revolution.
ary groups like the Black Panther Party, Student Nonviolent Coordinating Com.
mittee (SNCC or “snick” as it was called in those days), and the League of
Revolutionary Black Workers, which I believe were factors which led to the destryc.:
tion of the 1960s Black Left in this country. Of course, many blame this period of
relative inactivity in the Black movement on the lack of forceful leaders in the
mold of Malcolm X, Martin Luther King [Jr.], Marcus Garvey, etc., while other peo-
ple blame che “face” that the Black masses have allegedly become “corrupt and apa.
thetic,” or just need the “correct revolutionary line.” :

Whatever the true facts of the matter, it can clearly be seen thar the government,;.
the capitalist corporatians, and the racist ruling class are exploiting the current
weakness and confusion of the Black movement to make an attack on the Black
working class, and are attempting to totally strip the gains won during the Civil
Rights era. In addition there is a resurgence of racism and conservatism among’
broad layess of che White population, which is a direct result of this right-wing
campaign. Clearly this is a time when we must entertain new ideas and new tactics
in the freedom struggle.

The ideals of Anarchism are something new to the Black movement and have
never really been examined by Black and other non-White activists, but put simnply,
it means that the people themselves should rule, not governments, political parties,
or self-appointed leaders in their name. Anarchism also stands for the self-determi-
nation of all oppressed peaples, and their right to struggle for freedom . . . by any
IMeans necessary.

So what road is in order for the Black movement? Continuing to depend on
opportunistic Democratic hack politicians like Bill Clinton or Ted Kennedy, the
same old group of middle class sell-out leaders of the Civil Rights lobby, one or
another of the authoritarian Leninist sects, who insist that they and they alone have
the carrect path to “revolutionary enlightenment™; or finally building a grassroots
revolutionary protest movement to fight the racist government and rulers? Only the
Black masses can finally decide the matter, whether they will be content to bear
the brunt of the current economic depression and the escalating racist brutality, or
will lead a fightback. Anarchists trust the best instincts of the people, and human
nature dictates that where there is repression, there will be resistance, where there

is slavery, chere will be a struggle against it. The Black masses have shown they will
fight, and when they organize they will win!

A CALL FOR A NEW BLACK PROTEST MOVEMENT

Those Anarchists who are Black like myself recognize that there has to be a whole
new social movement which is democratic on the grassroots level and is self-acti-
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vated. It will be a movement which is independent of the @ajor political Parties,
the State and the government. It must be a movement which, although it seeks
to expropriate government money for projects which beneflt the people, does not
recognize any progressive role for the government in the lives of the people. The
government will not free us, and is parc of the problem, rather than part of the
solution. In fact, only the Black masses themselves can wage the Black freedom
struggle, not a government bureaucracy (like the U.S. Justice Department), reform'—
ist civil rights leaders like Jesse Jackson, or a revalutionary vanguard party on their
behalf.

Of course, at a certain histarical moment a protest leader can play a tremendous
revolutionary role as a spokesperson for the people's feelings, or even produce correct
strategy and theory for a certain period (Malcolm X, Marcus Qarvey, and Martin
Luther King, Jr. come ta mind), and a “vanguard party” may win mass support and
acceptance among the people for a time (e.g., the Black Panther Party of the
1960s); but it is the Black masses themselves who will make the revolution, and
once set spontaneously in motion, know exactly what they want. Though leaders
may be motivated by good or bad, eventually they will act as a brake on the struggle,
especially if they lose touch with the freedom aspirations of the Black masses. Lead-
ers can only really serve a legitimate purpose as an advisor and catalyst to the move-
mene, and should be subject to immediate recall if they act contrary to the people’s
wishes, and of course in thar kind of limited role they are not leaders at all, they
are commumnity organizers, '

The dependence of the Black movement on leaders and leadership (espet:.la].l‘y
the Black bourgeoisie) has led us into a political dead end. We are expected to wait
and suffer quietly until the next messianic leader asserts himself, as if he or she were
“divinely missioned” (as some have claimed to be). What is even more harmfu.l is
that many Black people have adopted a slavish psychology of “obeying and serving
our leaders,” without considering what they themselves are capable of doing. Thus
they prefer to bemoan the brutal facts, for year after year, of how Brotiller Malcolm
X was taken away from us rather than trying to analyze the current situacion and
then carrying on his work in the community. Some mistakenly refer to th%s as a
“leadership vacuum.” The fact is that there has not been much movement in Fhe
Black revolutionary movement since his assassination and the virtual d.estructmn
of groups like the Black Panther Party. We have been stagnated by middle class
reformism and misunderstanding. We need to come up with new ideas and revolu-
tionary formations in how to fight our enemies. We need a new mass protest mave-
ment. It is up to the Black masses to build it, not leaders or political parties. They
cannot save us. We can only save ourselves.

WHAT FORM WILL THIS MOVEMENT TAKE?

If there was one thing which was learned by Anarchist revolutionary organizers in
the 1960s, you don't organize a mass movement or a social revolution just by creat-
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ing one central organization, such as a vanguard political party or a labor union,
Even though Anarchists believe in revolutionary organization, it is a means tg an
end, instead of the ends itself. In other words, the Anarchist groups are not formed
with the intention of being permanent organizations to seize power after a revolu-
tionary struggle. But rather to be groups which act as a catalyst to revolutiona
struggles, and which try to take the people’s rebellions, like the 1992 Los Angeles
revolt, to a higher level of resistance.

Two features of a new mass movement must be the intention of creating dual
power institutions to challenge the state, [and] the ability to have a grassroocs
autonomist movement which can rtake advantage of a pre-revolutionary situation

to go all the way. Dual power means that you organize a number of collectives and

communes in cities and towns all over North America, which are in fact liberated
zones, outside of the control of the government. Autonomy means that the move-
ment must be truly independent and a free association of all those united around
common goals, rather than membership as the result of some cath or other pressure.

So how would Anarchists intervene in the revolutionary process in Black neighbor-

hoods? Well, obviously North American or “Whire” Anarchists cannot go into
Black communities and just proselytize, but they certainly should work with non-
White Anarchists and help them work in communities of color. (I do think thar
the example of the New Jersey Anarchist Federation and its loose alliance with the
Black Panther movemenc in that state s an example of how we must start.) And
we are definitely not ralking about a situation where Black organizers go into the
neighborhood and win people to Anarchism so that they can then be controlled by
Whites and some party. This is how the Communist Party and other Marxist groups
operate, but it cannot be how Anarchists work, We spread Anarchist beliefs not to
“rake over" peaple, but to let them know how they can better organize themselves
to fight tyranny and obtain freedom. We want to work with them as fellow human
beings and allies, who have their own experiences, agendas, and needs. The ides is
t0 get as many movements of people fighting the state as possible, since that is what
brings the day of freedom for us all a lirtle closer.

There needs to be some sort of revolutionary organization for Anarchists to work
on the local level, so we will call these local groups Black Resistance Committees.
Each ane of these Committees will be Black working class social revolutionary col-
lectives in the community to fight for Black rights and freedom as part of the Social
Revolution. The Committees would have no leader or “party boss,” and would be
without any type of hierarchy structure; they would also be anti-authority. They
exist to do revolutionary work, and thus are not debating societies or a club to elect
Black politicians to office. They are revolutionary political formations, which will
be linked with other such groups all over North America and other parts of the
world in a larger movement called a federation. A federation is needed to coordinate
the actions of such groups, let others know whar is happening in each area, and to
set down widespread strategy and ractics. (We will call this one, for want of a better
name, the “African Revolutionary Federation,” or it can be part of a multi-culrural
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federation.} A federation of the sort I am talking about is & mass membership orga-
nization, which will be democratic and made up of all kinds of smaller groups and
individuals. But this is not a government or representative system } am talking
about; there would be no permanent positions of power, and even the facilitarors of
internal programs would be subject to immediate recall or have a regular rotation of
duties. When a federation is no longer needed, it can be disbanded. Try that with
a Communist party or one of the major Capitalist parties in North America!

NOTES

Originally released in its entirety as a pamphlet in 1979, this version i.s excerl?ted from a
1993 reprinc by the Mid-Arlantic Anarchist Publishing Collective in Philadelphia.

1. Editor's note: Mikhail Aleksandrovich Bakunin {1814-1878) was one of the earliest
theorists of anarchism. See: Mikhail Aleksandrovich Bakunin, God and the State (Freeport,
N.Y:: Books for Libraries Press, 1971) and Marxism, Freedom and the State (London: Freedom
Press, 1930). .

1. Editor’s note: According to the Sentencing Project’s mid-year 2001 startistics, one in
every eight African American males in the twenty-five to thirty-four age range is inca‘rcer‘
ated in prison or jail on any given day. See New Inmate Population Figures Shou:r Continued
Growth, Prospects for Change in Policy Unclear, www.sentencingproject.org/news/inmatepop-

apr02.pdf,



Chapter Twelve

Mumia Abu-Jamal

Mumia Abu-Jamal ( Wesley Cook) and his twin brother, Wayne, were born i Phila-
delphia on April 24, 1954, While in junior high Abu-Jamal joined a march of
schoolchildren protesting for black studies classes. While g high school student,
he and three friends protested a rally for Southern segregationist George Wallace's
presidential campaign. When they were subsequently attacked by whites on the
subway, Abu-Jamal appealed to a passing police officer for hel
tance, he was kicked and punched by the officer, injured past reco

the Black Panther Party.™

A founding member of the Philadelphia chapter of the Black Panther Party,
Abu-Jamal soon found his passion in writing for their paper. He became the lieuten-
ant of information for the Philadelphia Panthers when only fifteen. Like all Pan.
thers working in Philadelphia, he was targeted and monitored by the Federal Bureau
of Investigation's (FBI) domestic counterinsurgency program, COINTELPRO.

Abu-Jamal remained a Panther until 1970, when factionalism and FBI deception
crippled the party.

Attending Goddard College in Plain
1978 and 1980, he expanded his journalistic skills by working at the campus radio
station. When he returned to Philadelphia, he did reporting on three stations. His

career path, however, was continually blocked because of his political views.
One particularly contenrious issue in

about the siege, deaths, and incarceration of MOVE members highlighted his com-

mentartes. Because of his support for the MOVE organization and his criticisms of
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p. Instead of assis.-

gnition, arrested,.
and charged with assault. In his book All Things Censored, Abu-Jamal writes that

he has been “thankful to that faceless cop ever since, for he kicked me straight intg

field, Vermont, for several semesters between .
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he Philadelphia police and city administration, he was fired by' a local radio station
; Z] Mayor Frank Rizzo,* a former police officer, threatened him at a press confer-
an
EI-H:P-l.slmu h he was still an influential journalist, the loss of his position made sup-
Pt‘i;g hi% family, which included three children, difficult; consquentl‘/, he began
vl a cab to supplement his income. After being robbed twice at gunpoint,
drl:lf;l-?fmal legally bought a gun. While working as a cabbie on Def:ember 9, 1981,
?bu—]amal saw his brother, William Cook, being assaulted 1t':y a 90111:(3 oFﬁcer.l Aﬁbl:{
Jamal was shot while intervening, and a police officer, D’amel Faulkner, was clde .
Abu-Jamal was charged with and convicted of Faulkn.ers‘ death and s]-:e:néerlgu:elﬁ )
death following a trial presided over by pro-prosecutorial judgePAlbeg: , ; C]D:.O N
Abu-Jamal’s past political activity with the Black Pather arty figure trI; e
nently in the prosecution’s case for the death Penalg and its strategy to por rey him
iolent “cop-killer.” In addition, his forcibly assigned att0@6y1ww un7p p
o Z ;’rlE! lected to refure basic inconsistencies in the prosecution s case. F:FJI"LSE-
anencl ; Abu-Jamal chose to represent himself. Consistently maintainlng 111? inno-
gznce,yl‘ie has spent his sentence appealing his imprisonment and continuing his
j isti ial justice.
]Ou\)?ﬁHZtlii::r‘:;izszdfo;a%zzai obtained a B.A. from Goddard College, an hon-
orary doctorate of law from the New College of Califomia,‘ a Blackst‘o.ne 1%:2201 :tf
Law paralegal degree, and completed a thesis for an M.A. in h-umanmeg 1:}1 %w
California State University. He has published three books: Live from Dea X ir;
Death Blossoms, and All Things Censored.® His (?leath sentence was‘oveiltur‘n [
December of 2001 after a judpe found that the instructions to the jury uring his
trial were unconstitutional.” Mumia Abu-Jamal remains on death row awaiting

outcome of appeals.
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Intellectuals and the Gallows

Yond Cassius has a lean and hungry look; He thinks too much: such men are
dangerous.

—Caesar, to Antony; Shakespeare, Julius Caesar, Act 1, Scene i

For academicians and intellectuals, the issue of capital punishment, as practiced in
the United States, is a troubling challenge. This is especially so in the case of radi-
cal intellecruals, who by necessity form a lesser percentape of academicians, and as
such may possess a lesser degree of institutional influence in the academy. The
struggle such as one wages for respectability for his views, in a milieu that is, by its
very natute, conservative and bound by tradition, may sap the needed energy to
battle for larger extra-institutional causes, especially one as popularly projected as
capital punishment.

The radical intellectual, struggling for her own place in an academy already
under siege by market forces and political interference, may lack the stomach for
engaging in external conflicts that are deemed “controversial” by the media projec-
tors of the status quo, for even radical intellectuals must eat; and to eat means o
affiliate with aparegates of intellectual orpanization and power (universities), if one
wants to teach.

Nothing written in this essay will relieve the tension berween one's fear and one's
conscience, for nothing is more controversial in the American context than the
state’s role in determining whether its purported citizens should live or die. Such
an inquiry involves an examination of American history, law, state power and race.
It also implicitly involves one’s stance vis-A-vis the state, and perhaps more unnerv-
ingly, public opinion. This very possibility causes some to shudder, and breeds
silence in others.

The question then becomes, how can the truly radical intellectual work in such
a milieu? How can sfhe do both intellectual work and meaningful political work?

THE THREE PUBLICS

The answer is simply that they must do so, in spite of so-called public opinion, and
indeed, because of it; for public opinion is, in truth, rarely the opinion of the public;
it is more often the projection of powerful elites and monied interests. In his “Three
Publics Theory,” W. Russell Neumann argues that rather than see the public as a
largely undifferentiated mass, it is more accurate to see three publics, each of vary-
ing sophistications, knowledge and involvement in the issues of the day.

The first public, representing about 20% of the whole, rises from an absolute low
level of sophistication to about a third of the total population's and is deemed
“unabashedly apolitical.” The second pubilic, about 75% of the populace, is margin-

R Ta
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ally actentive to the political world, and does frrle more tha
sophistication and involvement is middling,

at the periphery of this sector. The third publi
about 5% of the toral.

This sophistication distribution provides some insi
polls, and veaches caution in interpreting them. Neuma
breakdown to a kind of olitical literacy™

P Y

sa they are narurally
- They lie below a criticaf
political communicarions,
literacy. They keep track
the background informa.
nient processing of large
mmunicate palitical ideas, hug they are

of the most imporeant issues with modest effort, bur they lack
tion and rich vocabulary necessary for the quick and canve
amounts of political informatian, They can cg
hunt-and-peck typists. In contrast, the activists age avid readers and lucid speakers,

Since virtually all of the professional politicians, journalists and politica analysts fal|
inta the highest straum, they may well share an ;

thar the vocabulary of politics is interpreted in

mass, and in stumbling across this phenomenon from time tg time
the middle mass for the apolitical stratum at ch

Included in thar “highest stratum,” of course,

are intellecruals, but rarely are
these radicals (for, more often than not, they are s

tigmatized).

THE CASE OF ANGELA, DAVIS

This is illustrated when one considers the notion of left-
The names Angela Davis, Noam Chomsky,
leap to mind. Alrhough these schol

leaning public intellectyals,
Maulana Karenga, and Cornel West
ars represent a wide dispariry of perspectives, all
may lay some claim to a somewhar radical orientation, Davis is somewhat of an

anomaly in this regard as her TENOWN arises not from her remarkable academic or
intellectual attribuces, but from her historical intersection, interaction, support and
proximity with the Black Panther Party, a black revolutionary organizarion that was
involved in several violent conflicts with the state. As g Marxist scholar who stood
in support of such a black liberation group, she was herself hounded, imprisoned,
and vigorously prosecured as a black political prisoner on murder, kidnapping and
conspiracy charges, stemming from an unsuccessful breakout attenmpt of several
black revolutionaries from the Marip County, California courthouse on 7 August
19702 1t is for this episode, then, that Professor Davis is known, and her large and
impressive body of writings is relatively lictle known. She is rarely quoted in main-
strearn media, and her deeply informed point of view is rarely hea
nately white-bread, bourgeois realm of punditry. Indeed

n vote. Their level of
rising from the third to perhaps 559
¢ is the activist core, which Compriges
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' graphic status,” as if frozen in the black power era of the early 1970s, while
#icono 1

" glmost three decades of scholarly and popular writings remain virtually ignored.
almos

iven the remoteness of her arrest and acquittal, school administrators ha"tve
EVECT; tg demonize and challenge Davis’ work and scholarship. In 1994, cI?nse_:évatl.vi
l O . - 13 . n la
mete officials opposed her appointment to a University of C:.ahfm[;néa : f}:&liae Ptm
i igated the University of Californ -
i in 1996, ocne Negro regent! castiga .
Ol o of l of b hes in support of affitma-
i iousness for several of her speec ‘
r of History of Conscious : - : ‘ e
fesmau:ticm wriring: “Your record as a revolutionary is not merely dlsturl:?mg, bu E
. . | S
o impair, your effectiveness as a member of the faculty of one of this nation’s mo
may : : s g
i tutions.
ighly respected academic insti ‘ . o
hlg’itih}:;t supc’:h a craven political appointee would write such a thing to a dLs}img‘t‘nsflfu:.:d
effec-
cholar such as Davis, after over a quarter of a century of demlonstratmg er
y eness,” is illustrative of the perils facing radical mtellec;tua s. ;| e held
l:wlt ilIurstrates the institutional distaste with which radical 1td1Fe lecttila s a held
ho oppose radical pedagogy.
ingeri t posed by state actors wi .
O g e “publish ish,”" Professor Davis has
ish or perish,” Pr
i here scholars are expected to “pu Davis
B holarly articles. The threar arises, then,
i twenty-five scholarly
ublished five books and over ' e o
Eot because of her lack of scholarship, but because of her political stan

THE CASE OF NOAM CHOMSKY

The case of linguist Noam Chomsky presents a far more corlnll;non }Zekfifctim} oiatie
i i i . Although known in radi-
ical i | is regarded in the United States : i
i i is virtually unknown by mainstream media
demic and anti-war citcles, he is virtually ' am me
Czkszize:smAithough regarded as a brilliant intellecrual 1.r1'the ﬁx.ald's c'nf hngulsuz:
20 itive iasychology, politics, and philosophy, his an.t1-1r.npenal.115ttc'starlx)ce on
issﬁzs of war and U.S. military aggression has led to his v1rtua‘l si encmguEy b
media. As early as 1972, Chomsky was named on the E\i{xon \Tfhtti I;Ic:ls;i Ougﬁ hz
: i i for his anti-war intellectual work. :
List” (along with Daniel Ellsherg) - e ot he
i igi i 70 books or so) who has been pu
is a pradigious writer (of some o) who ha pupished by acivis
i ! pressed by p )
like South End), Chomsky's work e?s e$:n p ] : .
fc::rslzeflcftable media outlets have refused to print his letters or to do interviews with
the scholar.’ ‘
Frequent coauthor Edward Herman notes:

Chomsky has never had an Op Ed column in The Washington Pni*;st, anci_1 his lone otlzi?r:i:
igi tbutt ther excerp
iece i Times was not an criginal contribution but ra ‘
ooy befo the. i ions Committee. The New York Review of
i before the Senate Foreign Relations Com . :
gs'zglz:zeption closed down in 1973, not as a result of any c':hange in Cho?skyafli:;
foc{(ljowing a sharp move to the right by the editors of the journal, who there

excluded a number of left critics.?
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Herman collaborated with Chemsky on a number of works, among them |
Counter-Revolutionary Violence: Bloodbaths in Fact and Propaganda (1973) which wy
published by a subsidiary of Warner Communications.? Robert Barsky’s work op
Chomsky's intellectual life and development details the treatmnent of a text that

sought to describe the horrendous violence perpetrated against the Vietnamese
people by the United States:

Counter-Revolutionary Violence was suppressed by Warner Communications, the gianc
parent company of the publisher Warner Modular. This, in tself, sounds implausible:
an American megacorporation decides to destroy a bool it has already published. Fur-
thermore, because Warner Modular refused to stop distributing the book after Warner
Commaunications issued the order to kill it, the parent company actually put the pub-
lisher out of business. It gets worse. The book appeared in French translation (Bains de
sang) the following year (1974), bur, Chomsky insists, it was “mistranslated to satlsfy
the ideological needs of the French left ar that time. , ., "o

We need not discuss Messrs, Karenga and West at this juncture, for as we have’
seen, the state and the corporate media urilize various straregies to threaten or minj.
mize the status of scholars who dare question the status quo. Radical scholars who -
opt to oppose the elite should be mindful of our cited examples, as one contem-
plates assuming such a stance.

RESPONDING TO REPRESSION
WITH ORGANIZATION

It is necessary for us to recognize similar coping strategies employed by Davis and’
Chomsky to somewhat mitigate their silencing by the corporate media. Both schol-
ars either developed or affiliated with external social-political structures with which
they organized challenges to the status quo. For Davis, the Communist Party-USA
fulfilled that role, as later did the Cormmittees of Correspondence. Before joining
wing of the CPUSA, Davis swam in the ambiguity between being a full membe
and a “fellow traveler” of the earliest formation of the Black Panther Political Party
of Los Angeles, California, an affiliate of the Oakland office, It

Stmilasly (if not to the same degree} Chomsky has either been on the periphery-
or in collectives with other activists. Although not a member, Chomsky was “fairly
close to” the Zionist-Socialist youth group Hashomer Hatzair, alchough he found
their Marxist-Leninist tdeology a bit hard to take." He has chosen to participate in
the South End Press and Z Magazine collectives, both of which have published the
bulk of his books and articles. Both had their birth in the Rosa Luxemburg student
group at MIT, where Chomsky served as a student advisor, 13

Messrs. Karenga and West are active in external groups. Karenga formed the US
organization, and advanced an African-oriented philosophy termed Kawaida, West
is active in the W. E. B. Du Bois Institute at Harvard, and holds a leading position
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in the Democratic Socialists of America [West resigned from Harvard in 2002 o
take a position at Princeton]. Speaking of W. E. B. Du Bois, we are reminded of one
of the tmost brilliant radical intellectuals of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries,
and a man who remained so highly regarded precisely because he committed cl:lass
betrayal, and used his scholarship to demystify and expose the evils of American
white supremacy.

But, it is equally important for us to recognize the achievements of organic intel-
lectuals, uneducated radical activists, who used their inherent wisdom to touch peo-
ple, to organize them, and to move them; folks like Marcus Garvey, Noble Drew
Ali, Hon. Elijah Muhammad, Malcolm (X) Shabazz, Huey P. Newton, Eldridge
Cleaver, John Africa, and the list goes on. These radicals and revolutionaries knew
that to move an inherently conservative, post-agricultural, oppressed people rook
enotmous effort, untold heartbreak, and a genius unleamed in the master's house;
yet they did it. There is a lesson in these examples, for radical intellectuals; that
they can, indeed must, to quote a Maoism, “learn from the people.”

THE RADICAL ANTI-DEATH PROPOSAL

What we have learned is that radical scholars must organize exrernally to practice
their politics and beliefs, for the academic milieu will not suffice. This pripcip[e
holds true for those radical intellectuals who feel compelled to intervene in the
troubling challenge posed by the American practice of deach. There are a number
of organizations that have either prison or death row as their focus, and would be
enriched by the insights and energies of radical thinkers. Radical historians may
present linkages between the peculiar American practice of lynchings and the con-
temporary practice of capital punishment. Radical sociologists might attempt longi-
tudinal studies of those held on death row, or an examination of their families.
Radical psychologists might examine how people handle such extended periods of
pronounced isolation. Radical philosophers might examine the political usages and
advantages of the death penalty to politicians seeking higher office. Radical lawyers
and legal scholars might examine the treatment of legal principles by jurists who
are called to try, resolve, and develop precedents in capital case jurisprudence.

As Chomsky and Herman noted in Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy
of the Mass Media,'% the mainstream media serves the ruling class interests by cie-ro—
gation, illusion, obfuscation and lies. In the case of radical intellectual ancagonists
the weapon of choice is to “disappear” them. By so doing they hope to minimize,
frustrate and destroy any meaningful critique of the established arder.

But there is a method to their madness, The muffling of such critiques has a larger
objective: the stifling of the growth and development of popular movements that
challenge the status quo, and the rulers. Intellecruals, as a rule, serve the interests
of power and capital. Yet it needn’t be this way.

With work, with heart, and with daring, they can begin to serve popular interests,
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and indeed, radical ones. America’s facal addiction to death can he broken, and the

role of radical intellectuals can be pivoral to that success, As we have seen, however,

no critique is free from reprisal.

You may be targeted. You may be vilified. You may be threatened. You may even
be “disappeared.”

Yer this world, and life itself, is broader than the ivory towers of academia. Make
external connections. Build bridges to the targer, nonacademic community. Estah.
lish social, political and communal networks. The word radical means “from the
roots"—so, build roots! Touch base with real folks, and work for the only real source

of liberty—life!

Ona Movwe!
Long Live John Africal
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Chapter Thirteen
Mutulu Shakur

Mututu Shakur (Jeral Wayne Williams) was born on August 8, 1950, in Baltimore,
Maryland, and grew up in Queens, New York, Shakur’s first involvement wich politi-
cal struggle began with New York’s Ocean Hill-Brownsville for decentralization and
parental-community control of the public school. The movement’s relative success
led to further civil rights acrivism.

In 1970, Shakur began his career as an acupuncturist and health care worker.
Joining the Lincoln Hospital Detoxification Program in the Bronx, he used acu-
puncture in the detoxification programs of thousands of drug-addicred patients. In
1978, he eamned a Doctor of Acupuncture degree from the Quebec Institute of Acu-
puncture, and also that year he cofounded the Black Acupuncture Advisory Associ-
ation of North America (BAAANA) and the Harlem Institute of Acupuncture.
Berween 1978 and 1982, extending his medical work, he treated not only drug
addicts but elderly and poor patients unable to receive affordable, quality health
care.!

Ten years earlier, at the age of eighteen, he had been a “founding citizen” of the
Provisional Gavernment of the Republic of New Afrika (RNA), which called for
reparations as well as an independent black nation within the South. While serving
as a leader and providing security in the RNA, Shakur also worked with the New
York chapter of the Black Panther Party (BPP). Following the split in the party, he
became a member of the Black Liberation Army (BLA);? yet throughout the 1970s,
Shakur largely focused on his work as an RNA leader. Because of his political activ-
ities, the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) began filing regular surveillance
reports on Shakur when he was nineteen.? In the 19705, he founded and directed
the National Task Force for COINTELPRQO Litigation and Research to increase
public awareness of the FBI counterintelligence program at a time when few were
informed of its existence. ‘

On November 2, 1979, armed BLA members conducted what was described by
prison authorities as a “well planned and arranged” action at the Clinton Correc-
tional Institution for Women in New Jersey that resulted in the escape of Assata
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Shakur, the prominent BLA leader imprisoned for her alleged role in a 1973 shoot-
out on the New Jersey Turnpike. Murulu Shakur was implicated in the escape by
police and subsequently increasingly targeted by them.

On October 20, 1981, an attempted holdup of a Brink’s armored truck resuited
in the deaths of Brink's guard Peter Paige, police officer Waverly Brown, and Ser
geant Ed O'Grady. Although Shakur was not immediately charged and arrested, the
Brinks robbery led to a series of legal battles that resulted in his trial and conviction
in federal court under the Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act
(RICO) for conspiracy and participation in “racketeering enterprise, bank robbery,
armed bank robbery, and bank robbery murder.” Shakur's defense team argued for
an international tribunal to judge him, arguing that Shakur’s actions were political
and not criminal: the 1977 United Nations amendments to the 1949 Geneva Con-
vention on Human Rights include the clandestine resistance of national liberation
movements.

Since his incarceration in 1986, Mutulu Shakur has helped found a youth pris-
oner organization, the Islamic Young Men’s Movement, and played a cenrral role in
negotiating a truce between the Bloads and the Crips at Lompoc Penitentiary, A
member of the National Committee to Free Political Prisoners prior to his own
incarceration, he has supported movements to free political prisoners such as Her-
man Ferguson, Mumia Abu-Jamal, Sundiata Acoli, and other incarcerated RNA,
BLA, and New Afrikan activists.
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January 12, 1951.% In this resolution “rhe contracting parties confirmed that geno-
cide, whether committed in time of peace or in rime of war, is a crime under inter-
national law which they undertake to prevent and punish.” According to Article
11, genocide is defined as any of the following acts committed with the intent to
destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnic, racial, or religious group such as:
(a) killing members of the group; {b) causing serious bodily harm or mental harm
to members of the group; (c) deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life
calculated to bring about its destruction in whole or in part; (d) imposing measures
intended to prevent births within the group; or (e) forcibly transferring children of
the group to another group.

Having reviewed the list of acts that constitute the crime of genocide, as set forth
by the Geneva Convention, we submit that the behavior modification program
being carried out in the United States penal system is a scientific form of genocide
waged against the Black Nation, and it is a continuance of the nefarious tactics
employed by the government over the years to subjugate the Black Nation. On
learning of the use of behavior modification techniques to further counterinsur-
gency-low intensity warfare objectives, especially in light of the government's
intended broad application, all caring people should be shocked.

Behavior moedification is a complex science composed of information from psy-
chology, sociology, philosophy, anthropology, and even some aspects of biology. By
definition “behavior modification” broadly refers to the systematic manipulation of
an environment for the purpose of creating a change in individual behavior.

We submi that Black people were in fact the first experimental targets of group
behavior modification. Furthermore, current data and statistics on the prison situa-
tion support our contention that Black people inside state and federal prisons today
remain the prime targets of the government's program. Moreover, we discovered
during our research that the psychological warfare being waged in the U.S. penal
system was planned as far back as the early 1960s because the government foresaw
that Black people, like those in prison, would revolt against oppression. Black peo-
ple’s conduct, like that of many people throughout history, validates the axiom that
“oppression breeds resistance.”

In 1961, a social scientist, Dr. Edward Schein, presented his ideas on brainwash-
ing at a Washingron, D.C., meeting convened by James V. Bennett, then director
of the Federal Buteau of Prison Systems; the meeting was attended by numerous
social scientists and prison wardens.” Dr. Schein suggested to the wardens that
brainwashing techniques were natural for use in their institutions. In his address on
the topic “Man Against Man,” he explained that in order to produce marked
changes of behavier and/for atritude it is necessary to weaken, undermine or remove
the supports of old patterns of behavior and old attitudes: “Because most of these
supports are the face-to-face confirmation of present behavior and attitudes, which
are provided by those with whom close emotional ties exist.” This can be done by
either “removing the individual physically and preventing any communication wich

those whom he cares about, or by proving to him that those whom he respects are
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not worthy of it, and indeed should be actively mistrusted.” Dr. Schein then
vided the group with a list of specific examples such as: e

L. Physical removal of prisoners to areas sufficiently isolated to effectively b
or seriously weaken close emotional ties, ¥ hreak
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23. Rewarding of submission and subservience to the attitudes encompassing the
brainwashing objective with a lifting of pressure and acceptance as a human
being.

24. Providing social emotional supports which reinforce the new attitudes.

Following Schein's address, Bennett commented, **We can perhaps undertake
some of the techniques Dr. Schein discussed and do things on your own. Undertake
a little experiment with what you can do with the Muslims, There is a lot of
research to do. Do it as groups and let us know the results.”

Approximately eleven years after that significant meeting, it was confirmed that
Schein’s ideas and objectives were in fact being implemented inside the prisons.
In July 1972, the Federal Prisoner’s Coalition, in a petition to the United Nations
Economic and Social Council, asserted that the Asklepieion program conducted at
the Marion, Illinois, federal penitentiary was directly modeled on methods of
thought controlfreform. The petition contains a point-by-point comparison
berween Schein’s address, and the goals and structure of the Asklepieion program.?

We should not overlook the fact that prison officials will also use drugs as a
method of control. In fact, we have discovered that most of the drugs used by prison
officials today are far more detrimental in their relative potency than those used in
earlier years.® It is not unusual inside the prisons today to see prisoners exhibiting
“zombie-like-behavior” as a result of the type of drugs administered to them against
or with their consent. In many prisons it is a prerequisite for some prisoners to take
certain prescribed drugs in order to be released from solitary confinement. There

are several courts that support the forcible use of drugs by prison officials, thus leav-
ing the way open for the use of drugs as a hands-on tactic.

Whether or not one responds with a shocked conscience on learning of the
behavior modification experiments, one should bear in mind that the behavior
modification experiments are conducted to achieve warfare objectives. Neverthe-
less, the judicial branch of government, by not intervening to order the executive
branch [Reagan/Bush administrations] to cease their deleterious program and prac-
tices, supports the daily abuses arising out of the behavior modification program. . . .

We submit that the captured Black Nation was and remains a prime target of the
government’s straregy of behavior modification counterinsurgency and low intensity
warfare. Evidence of the government’s strategy is revealed by the exceptionally
harsh treatment inflicted on Black prisoners—especially those prisoners who are
committed to the Black Liberation Movement's struggle for self-determinartion.

It is important to understand that the prisons in the United States have always
been operated primarily by white administrators predominantly working with white
prison guards. This combination of factors renders the Black prisoner excessively
vulnerable to and a prime rarget of unbridled racism and brutality.

Also, we must not overlook the fact that there are prisoners from other oppressed
Nations inside the United States and from the Caribbean Istands who, as they fight
for their national liberation, are also targeted by this government. . . . The Puerto
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Rican National Liberation Movement in Puerto Rico and in the Unired States has
been a prime target of the U.S. government, and the government has used the most
severe tactics of counterinsurgency and low intensity warfare against them for over
a half century. Since United States troops invaded the island in 1898, che people
have used every method within their reach to terminare the colonial structure
designed and imposed on them by their U.S. colonizess. . . . UN General Assembly
Resolution 3030 states that *The General Assembly . . . reaffirms the legitimacy of
the people’s struggle for liberation from colonial and foreign domination and alien
subjugation by all available means, including armed struggle.” The American Gov-
emnment has assassinated members of the Puerto Rican movement; it has ortured
and maimed its political prisoners; it has used frame-ups for imprisonment; it has
transferred the Puerto Rican leadership from the Island of Puerto Rico to prisons
deep inside the United States, thus, denying the leadership the opportunity to
maintain a community with other activists.

Another example of U.S. imperialism appears in the government’s handling of
incarcerated Black and Latin freedorn fighcers from the Caribbean. Many of these
prisoners are politically opposed to the “puppet regimes in their Caribbean Islands
that America controls.”? Consequently, these dissident prisoners also become tar-
gets of the government's counterinsurgency and low intensity warfare. (It should
also be understood that because of the geo-political and economic objectives the
United States is carrying out in these underdeveloped and developing nations many
social crimes are committed on these islands and these crimes are a direct result of
America's intervention.) After arriving on U.S. soil, though, the prisoners from the
Caribbean Islands become socially, politically and culturally active in the prison
system, and their experiences incline them to create unbreakable bonds between
themselves and the other Black freedom fighters inside the United States.

To fully appreciate the overall effect of behavior modification and low intensity
warfare on those prisoners subjected to it, more research will have w be done. But
we feel that it is safe to say, in view of the incarceration of freedom fighters from
the Caribbean in this prison system, and their resulting political and cultural isola-
tion, that they are very, very much enmeshed in the U.S. government's caunterin-
surgency-low intensity warfare and behavior modification programs.

The citing of Blacks from the United States and the Caribbean and Puerto
Ricans from the United States and Puerto Rico’—all freedom fighters of color—
gives rise to the question: Are white anti-imperialists prisoners also targeted by the
government’s programs? When white anti-imperialists are charged and brought
before judicial tribunals, often U.S. judges maintain that because the white anti-
imperialists are not victims of oppression, they have no justification for participating
in resistance. This position rejects a political stance based on the “necessity
defense” of the “Nuremberg Principle” [see Marilyn Buck's essay that follows). Fur-
thermore, it is natural for caring people to sympathize with and support those who
resist being oppressed. However, when the white anti-imperialists do get involved
in the resistance and are placed in prison, a racist povernment can discourage other
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whites from aligning themselves with Blacks in struggle by the severe, at times cruel,
treatment it inflicts on anti-imperialists.

We charge that there is and has been a very clear and systematic program of low
intensity warfare in motion in America’s prisons based on “mentacide”—rthe ruth-
less manipulation of people’s minds that reduces them to broken subjects.

Isolation and sensory deprivation as it is practiced in prisons across America is a
deftnite aspect of the oppressor’s controlled environment. Through isolation, and
through the systematic removal, inclusion, or manipulation of key sensory stimuli,
the government can attack a prisoner’s mind and reduce him or her to a warped,
subservient state characterized by feelings of lethargy, listlessness and hopelessness
. .. in short, a prisoner develops the feeling of being “more dead than alive.”

They combine sensory stimuli with a nutritiously deficient diet, thar leaves one
feeling hungry, lethargic, and depressed (ultimately with self-destructive thoughts).
Government officials know exactly what they are doing; they know precisely what
their “scientific” experiments will entail. In this they are again in violation of inter-
national standards.”

The penal system is designed to break minds, to create warped and aberrant per-
sonalities, and isolation and sensory deprivation play a singular and unique role in
this.1 -

In general, all prisoners are rargeted. (Even the staff themselves becon?e victim-
ized by the same system they blindly seek to uphold: you cannot dehumanize people
without yourself becoming dehumanized in the process.) Yes, all prisoners are tar-
geted, and the harshness of their treatment varies only in degree, with the most
severe treatment being meted out to those with some political consciousness. They
concentrate punishment on the political prisoner because the political prisoner has
the clearest understanding of the prevailing exploitative refationships, and so has
the greatest potential for awakening and organizing the rest of the prisoners. o

In prison, isolation and sensory deprivation, deficient diets, confinement within
a limited space, denial of privacy, lack of natural light and fresh air, lack of com-
radeship, lack of undisturbed sleep, lack of proper health care, lack of educational
and recreational cutlets—all reduce one to an existence of lifelessness.

This is war. This is a war of attrition, and it is designed to reduce prisoners to a
state of submission essential for their ideological conversion. That failing, the next
option in deadly sequence is to reduce the prisoners to a state of psycho[og'ical
incompetence sufficient to neutralize them as efficient, self-directing antagonists.
Thar failing, the only option left is to destroy the prisoners, preferably by making
them desperate enough to destroy themselves. The purpose of this i{solation and
sensary deprivation is to disrupt one's balance, one's inner equilibrium, ro dei}u-
manize the prisoner, to depersonalize him, to strip him of his unique individuality,
rendering him pliant in the hands of his vicious captors.

We note that amongst the many effects of the process is the disruption of the
biological time clock, neuropathic disorders, bio-chemical degeneration, depres-
sion, apathy, chronic rage reaction, defensive psychological withdrawal, loss of
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appetite (or the opposite extreme), weight Joss,
medical problems.

There are important and re

redress human rights violations." But what we ask-—rhose of us who have beep vie-
timized—is “Where are the stringent voices of those international bodies as, day ipy
and day out, our rights and dignity, are offended and trampled on over and over

what goes on in the tombs of Americ
and suffocated to death, . . .
Yes, the world can see what
a conspiracy of silence.
We charge the American Government with genocide. In clear, unequivoca]

terms, we charge the American government with genocide against the captive
Black people in America who are perpetually under siege.

goes on. Yet there remains a deadly chorus of silence,
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4. See Scheflin, Mind Manipularors,

5. The drug thorazine (chlorpromazine) was one of the first anti-schizophrenia drugs
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Chapter Fourteen

Marilyn Buck

Marilyn Buck was bomn in 1947, in Temple, Texas, the daughter of a nurse and
an Episcopal minister active in the civil rights movement. She herself first became
politically active while a scudent at the University of Texas, and later at the Univer.
sity of California-Berkeley, where she protested against sexism and the Vietnam
War and supported the Black Power movement. In 1967, Buck attended a teacher-
organizer school led by Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) in Chicago and
briefly edited the SDS's national newslerter, New Lefs Notes. Commicted to educa-
tional organizing, in 1968, she returned to California and began with San Francisco
Newsreel, a radical filmmaking collective. Buck also worked in solidarity with indig-
enous groups and the black liberation movement, the Black Liberarion Army
(BLA), and internarional organizations struggling in Vietnam, Palestine, and Iran.

In 1973, Marilyn Buck became a target of the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s
(FBI) COINTELPRO campaign against the Black Liberation Army and the Weath-
erment. Captured in her apartment in San Francisco, she was held on a $100,000
cash bail for purchasing ammunition under 3 false ID and for an application for a
social security card using an alias.! Convicted, Buck was sentenced to ten years, an
unusually long term for a minor offense. The FEI accused her of being a member of
the BLA and increased surveillance of Buck during her incarceration, monitoting
her contacts with friends and political associates who corresponded with and visited
her.

Sent to an experimental behavior modification program at the Federal Women’s
Prison in Alderson, West Virginia, Buck endured psychological torture used in U.S.
prisons to “neutralize” prisoners who pose the threat of political dissidence or
escape. In 1977, she did not return from a work furlough; she escaped and went
underground, where she continued anti-imperialist and antiracist activism.

In 1979, when Black Panther—BLA leader Assata Shakur successfully escaped
from a New Jersey prison, Buck was suspected as an accomplice. In October 1981,
along with codefendants Mutulu Shakur, Sekou Odinga, Silvia Baraldini, and oth-
ers, she was indicted in a conspiracy that included Assata Shakur's escape and the
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“Brink’s robbery” in Rockland County, New York, which resulted in the {dliing of
two policemen and a guard.? Buck was captured in Dobbs Ferry, New York, in 1985 3
For the next five years, Buck faced four separate trials.* In 1987, she went on
trial for conspiracy under the Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizefuons Act
(RICO), used in counterinsurgency because it turned politically subve‘rswe move-
ments into “criminal” organizations. Baraldini and Odinga were convicted in the
first RICO trial.* Buck and Mutulu Shakur were convicted in 1987 in the secm}d
RICO conspiracy trial, charged with conspiracy to commit armed bank robbery in
support of the New Afrikan Independence struggle.s She was sentenced to ﬂfr.:y years
in addition to twenty years of previous convictions and ten years for the resistance
conspiracy case (see Evans et al. biography in this volume) for a total of eighty
years.” o o

Trained as a literacy teacher, Marilyn Buck has worked in prison with immigeant
women and women pursuing their graduate equivalent degrees (GEDs). Laura
Whitehorn recalls witnessing Buck—then her prison cellmate—quietly getting up
at five o'clock in the morning to tutor women who wanted to learn confidentially
and teaching yoga classes and conducting HIV/AIDS education and support work
with other prisoners.® Studying for a mastet's in poetics, she continues to write and
publish poetry, and until recently wrote a column, “Notes frgm the Unrepeqlcen—
tiary,” in Prison Legal News. In the 1990s, she translated articles for the Chicago
monthly journal Latin America Update,

Marilyn Buck received a Pen Prison Writing Prize (April 2001) for h.er volume of
poetry, Rescue the Word. Her poems also appear in Com?'rete Garden, Soj.oumer,. BLU
Magazine, Prosodia X, 2001, and the anthologies Hauling Up the Mommg, Voices of
Resistance; Doing Time: 25 Years of Prison Writing; and Wall Tappings: An I-ntema‘ :
tional Anthology of Women's Prison Writings, 200 A.p. to the Present. Following the
September 11, 2001, tragedy, under the orders of Attorney General‘]ohn Ashcroft,
she was taken out of general population in her Dublin, California, prison and placed
in isolation for several weeks, denied contact with family, friends, and attorneys.
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The Struggle for Status under International
Law: U.S. Political Prisoners and the
Political Offense Exception to Extradition

INTRODUCTION

In the following paper I discuss how I came to study international law and the polit-
ical status of prisoners. 1 begin with my relationship to the history of the legal devel-
opment of the status question inside the U.S,, and from my own experience,
Though not academically trained in international law, all of my previous political
education—both experiential and formal—prepared me for this learning process.

I conclude with the collective work of my codefendants, Dr. Mutulu Shakur, my
own, and others as we labor to produce a legal brief in response ro Judge Charles S.
Haight's questions regarding “The Political Offense Exception to Extradition
(POEE),” and legal and political status, i.e. standing as political prisoners and/or
prisoners of war.! | did not do the majority of the writing. I had to appear for trial
every day, rising at 4:00 aM to change into my court clothes in order to be trans-
ported from the jail to the courthouse. [ did not attend legal meetings until after
6:00 or 7:00 pm, afrer | had returned from court and changed back into prison uni-
form. Other political prisoners held with us ar the Metropolitan Correction Center
in New York City (MCC-NY) contributed to this collective product.

NEW LEFT ACTIVISM

In the 1960s the U.S. was ablaze with social and political conflict and strife. The
Civil Rights movement exploded into the Black Power and Black Liberation mave-
ment. Demonstrations for civil rights and political rights escalated into demands
for self-determination. The Universal Declaration of Fluman Rights, signed by the
U.S. in 1948, reflected on the official level of social, political and economic strug-
gles worldwide, including in the United States. In 1966, the UN International Cov-
enant on Civil Rights and Political Rights was elaborated. It too responded to
post-World War II anti-colonial struggles, articulating some of the demands and
aspirations of oppressed and exploited peoples worldwide. Here in the U.S. activists
had been demanding civil rights since before the return of Black troops from WWII
to Jim Crow America; now activists were demonstrating against apartheid, sitting
in at lunch counters and traveling South as Freedom Riders to challenge whites only,
and protesting against the U.S. war in Vietnam. The Black Panther Party (BFF)
demanded the right to self-determination and to self-defense for Black people; in
one electrifying demonstration in 1967, they stood with firearms before the Califor-

rlaks
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nia State House in Sacramento. Civil disobedience as well as active resistance bur.
geoned. Activists were arrested, went to jail, got bail and continued social protests,

By the end of the 1960, political activists were being imprisoned for their radical
challenge to the status quo. The questions about prisons and prisoners, and the role
of incarceration in the suppression of political dissent and opposition, rose to the
forefront. More and more political militanes and activists spent years in jail awaiting
trial or as convicted persons—Huey P, Newton and countless other Black Panthers,
Ahmed Evans of the Revolutionary Action Movement {RAM), draft resisters,

Puerto Rican Nationalists, and North American anti-imperialists, anti-war activists

and pacifists. Thousands of political activists were inducted into Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) files and logged on to jail and prison rolls. They were incarcer-
ared with other women and men who had originally been imprisoned for social and
economic offenses—social prisoners. Prisoners were being treated as beasts, not men
{or women). Some of those prisoners became politically conscious and struggled for
human rights within the prisons.

Those of us in the political and social movements who were not in jail or prison
poured a lot of energy into supporting all those women and men who had fallen
into the hands of the State’s repressive apparatus—the “criminal justice” system. In
that period, we made little distinction about “political status™: if one was in the
State’s clutches and/or was resisting dehumanization, support was given. By the
early 19705 a debate began on who was or was not g political prisoner.

AN EXISTENTIAL QUESTION:
THE EXPERIENCE OF POLITICAL DETENTION

In 1973, the question of who and what Is a political prisoner became an existential
question for me. As an anti-imperialist and an internationalist, [ supported and
worked in solidarity with Black Liberation forces including the Black Liberation
Army (BLA). Suddenly, in the dawn hours of March 22,1973, with the kicking-in
of a door, I became a political prisoner. | was convicted for buying firearms and
sentenced (o ten years in prison, unheard of at the time for such a minor offense
(but in retrospect a short sentence for the betrayal of white supremacist culture).
went from trial to trial and was moved from jail to jail, isolation cell o isolation
cell. I inally in the fall of 1974, for no other reason than “political association,” was
dumped into the then-experimental behavior modification program at the Federal
Women'’s Prison at Alderson, West Virginia. After more than thirteen months of
“behavior modificarion” (which consisted primarily of isolation and segregation
with no discernible goals to be met to tend the process), | was released into the
general population. There I met Lolita Lebron, the Puerto Rican Narionalis politi-
cal prisoner who had been in prison since March 1, 1954. For several years we spent
a lot of time together. From her I learned abour other women political prisoners
who had been there at different times—other Puerto Rican Nationalists such as
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Blanca Canales, Isabel Rosado, and American Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, a Commu-
nist. | met another political prisoner there as well, a pacifist Roman Catholic nun,
Sister Jane. Most importantly, I learned from Lolita resistance, commitment and
about being a political prisoner. She was a shining example of commitment to her
people and of human dignity under adverse conditions.

I had experience as a political prisoner, including the particular repression we
were subject to at times. (Those imprisoned for political actions and offenses are
considered to be the “worst of the worst.” We are subject to preventive detention
or astronomically high bails; courtroom security is used to prejudice the jury; we
receive disproportionate sentences; and we are subjected to isolation and efforts to
break or destroy those who do not repent our political ideologies.) Nevertheless
had little knowledge of the history of political prisoners in the U.S. 1 began to read
about the history and traditions of U.S. political prisoners: the Amistad rebellion
and trial, Joe Hill, Emma Goldman, Sacco and Vanzetti, the Rasenbergs, Francisco
Flores Magon, Don Pedro Albizu Campos and Don Juan Cormetjer, the Communists
imprisoned because of the HUAC (House Un-American Activities Committee)
“red scare” hearings in the 1950s, as well as countless others.

In 1978, | was granted a work furlough. [ did not return. I continued my political
activism underground until 1985 when I was caprured.

NATIONAL LIBERATION, INTERNATIONAL
LAW AND POLITICAL PRISONERS

The concept of political prisoner is as old as the history of political conflicts .
berween and within nations and states. That prisoners of such conflicts were recog-
nized as political prisoners has not always been a certainty. Most nation-states
unequivocally condemn the political opposition and militancy as “criminal.” None-
theless, at the end of the Second World War, European and American statesmen
sat down to define war, conflicts and the rules of war for the modern world, as well
as to outlaw genocide and civilian murder and displacement. The Nuremberg Char-
ter, as well as the Geneva Conventions of 1949, were elaborated.

The rule of and interpretation of international law have become broader in reach
since the Second World War. For those who have been imprisoned because of their
involvement in struggles against colonial oppression and for human rights-—
including inside the U.S. itself, it has been necessary to demand and advocate for
recognition and inclusion of those srruggles under international law. Forces of
national liberation and anti-imperialism—excluded from the comumunity of nations
because of their colonial status—had staged wars of national liberation. Anti-colo-
nial warfare—unconventional warfare—challenged the narrowness of the conver-
tions, given that the conventions were elaborated relative to conventional warfare
in the imperialist, developed nations. Many of the progressive changes in interna-
tional law have been primarily impelled by those nations most excluded—the for-
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mer and current colonies. (The Sovier Union had argued thac al] wars that were
"just” might not adhere ro prevailing legal standards; thus while wars of nationa]
liberation were considered just they did not necessarily gain UN support until sych
time as it was clear about the outcome of many of those wars.) On June 8, 1977,

ber 2, 1987.

A major reason why the United States refused to ratify this Protocol was because the
spirit and intent of the Protocal conflicts with the government's Tepressive approach
that uses law to criminalize participants in liberation struggles.?

POLITICAL PRISONERS IN THE 1960s

In the 19605, political movernents had declared that those who had acted in con-
cert with those movements and were imprisoned for their actions were political pris-
oners. Many Black Liberation Movement “cases” were supported worldwide,
especially those of Angela Davis, Huey P. Newton, and the Panther 21, Weather-
men, pacifists, draft resisters and anti-imperialists also became political prisoners.
Some social prisoners, like George Jackson and the Soledad Brothers, and later the
San Quentin Six and Ruchell Magee, had actively opposed the racism and inhu-

political dissent and 1o maintain or restore the sratus quo in society.

After the defeat of the U.S, by the Vietnamese in 1975, and its other losses in
Southeast Asia, the State's repressive apparatus intensified its program to Festore
“order” in U.S. society. It sought to reassure or deceive the international commuy-
nity, as well as its own citizens, that the U.S. was indeed the leading stable force of
democracy and human rights worldwide.

In the early 1970s, in the course of the domestic batt]es against the war in Viet-
nam, when the Weather Underground bombed the Capitol, it was treated as a polit-
ical attack. Thereafter, during the Reagan regime, in response to ongoing domesric
left political struggles, the State reconfigured its definition of “terrorism” to include
political acrions of dissent, opposition and resistance. Thus, in 1983 whern the Capi-
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tol was bombed, it was decried and propagandized as a “terrorist” arrack a%thou'gh
the action did not fall under the Geneva Convention’s deﬁnit?on of terrortsm_; ie.
military acts of violence against the civilian population to inspire fear and subjuga-
tion. Those who were arrested or captured for political actions and protests were
demonized as terrorists, not recognized as political activists. They were subjected to
EXIreme security measures: isolation, overwhelming use of armed force to regulate
their movements as political prisoners, and a steady stream of media propaganda.
The process of delegitimization of political resistance was under way.

DIFFERENT DEFINITIONS (1): U.S. V. LEFT
POLITICAL MOVEMENTS: COINTELPRO

The U.S. government asserts that there are no political prisaners in the pnited
States. It maintains this assertion in relation to countries with (military) dtctatof-
ships that are friendly to the U.S. While it may have signed, in part, the 1977. Addi-
tional Protocols, its practice has been to assert thar political prisoners and prisoners
of war (POWs) exist only in those countries that are considered inimif:al to or_ that
impede U.S, interests, such as Cuba and Libya. The U.S. response to Lntemauom’tl
covenants, the Geneva Conventions in particular, is to say that there are no condi-
tions or situations of conflict within the U.S. that would result in political prison_ers.
It refuses to acknowledge its colonial relationships or conflicts with Puerto Rico,
Native Americans, or African descendants of slaves. In 1988, in the course of the
RICO (Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organization) conspiracy case a‘gainst
Dr. Mutulu Shakur and me, the Executive branch of the government submitted a
brief in response to an order by Judge Charles S. Haight, which states:

it is well accepted in customary international law, the Geneva Convention, and the
Protocels that the use of force by the regular military forces of a State in resisting rebels
or insurgents by force is needfed] before any situation can be properly described as an
armed conflict (whether international or internal).3

It is che view of the Government that the acrual application of the Geneva Conven-
tions requires a political judgment on whether an international or internal armed con-
flict is present. Whether such a conflict of hostilities exists in a particular case preients
a question that is appropriately reserved ro the political branches of governments.

Thus, those persons arrested for cheir political activities are seen and treaved as out-
laws and criminals. To admit that there are political prisoners would open t%'ae U.s.
fa scrutiny over its own anti-democratic and repressive practices t(?ward its own
populations (and other nations). This would be tanitamount to officially acknowl-
edging that serious national conflicts exist within its borders.
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.+ [Alny decision thar an armed conflict exists would have serious foreign policy and
legal ramificarions. Under traditional international law, for example, it would give rise
to neurral rights, and thus confer the right on the belligerents (e.g. the United States
and the "Republic of New Afrika") to search and seize cerrain neutral vessels engaged
in commerce to ensure that contraband (e.g. weapons) is not heing shipped to the other

belligerent. It is extremely unlikely thar other countries would tolerate action by the
so-called “Republic of New Afrika,"s

Despite its denials of the existence of political conflicts, the povernment’s repres-
sive measures and programs to monitor, control and destroy rising political move-
ments and struggles is well-documented. COINTELPRO was the government’s
most developed political police program to fend off and undermine those political
movements that have demanded the same liberation and justice advocated by the
US. in those areas of the world where it has soughr to gain both economic and
political footholds. It arose out of the U.S.’s post~World War Il “cold war” program
of political control and repression. Its antecedents lie in FBI programs such as
COMINFIL (for communist infltrators operating) in the 1950s in the wake of the
HUAC hearings and imprisonment of “communists” who refused to bow before its
ideological inquisition, coupled with the trial and execution of the Rosenbergs for
espionage. Among its earliest targets was the Puerto Rican Independence move-
ment, the Civil Rights movement, and Communists and Socialists who had not
capitulated before HUAC. By the late 1960s, COINTELPRO had issued its infa-
mous dicta about preventing the rise of a Black Messiah and the necessity to “neu-
tralize” any potential Black leadership or movement.

Under the umbrella of COINTELPRO, the FBI, Central Intelligence Agency
(ClA} and local police agencies employed nefarious, illegal activities against politi-
cal activists across the Left spectrum, including white Leftists that supported the
Black struggles and opposed the war in Vietnam. If the local police agencies were
nat before that time invested as a political, military force in what the U.S. govern-
ment characterized as "actions to protect U.S. democracy against Communism,”
they quickly took on that mantle, particularly in communities of oppressed national
“minorities.”

After some of its most blatant activities were exposed and protested by the targets
of its attacks, a Congressional investigation—the Church committee—was initi-
ated. “COINTELFPRO essentially federalized the local police for its politically
repressive purposes, and military intelligence played a major role in the successful
implementation of the program.”s

Throughout the 19705, the National Black Task Force for COINTELPRO Litiga-
tion and Research, led by Dr, Shakur and Muntu Matsimela, played an important
role in uncovering some of the government’s illegal actions against political activ-
ists and political prisoners. Through the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) a
number of abuses were uncovered and a civil suit, Clark v Gray, was filed through
the efforts of the Black Task Force. It was subsequently settled by the government
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before trial. (The Task Force also played an instrumental role in building political
prisoner support work.) In the late 19705, COINTELPRO was ostensibly disman-
tled after such scrutiny, but the Joint Terrorist Task Force (JTTF) was created to
take over the functions of COINTELPRO and continue its program of intensified
repression.

DIFFERENT DEFINITIONS (2):
LEFT POLITICAL MOVEMENTS V. U.S.

Where one stands in the world shapes and defines what one sees as reality. Those
of us who believe in human rights, including the right to self-determination for
peoples and nations, have a different worldview, experience and definition of politi-
cal prisoners and prisoners of war. This worldview is diametrically opposed to the
U.S. view of both international and domestic taw.

We recognize that there has been an ongoing, historical conflict within the body
politic of the U.S.A. Founded on genocide and slavery under the guise of “Manifest
Destiny,” the United States developed as the dominant modern capitalist nation-
state, and as a profoundly anti-democratic, white supremacist society with internal
and external colonies. This fundamental anti-democracy shaped late U.S. twenti-
eth-century strategies to maintain power and a modicum of social stability.

The United States has never redressed the injustices of slavery, neither through
reparations nor cessation of hostilities against Black communities nationwide. It
has not withdrawn from Puerto Rico despite repeated UN vores for decolonization.
Both situations are unresolved political conilicts. Therefore, the U.S. is fundamen-
tally in violation of common international law as it has developed since the Second
World War, despite the fact that it ostensibly subscribes to the rule of international
law while claiming paradoxically that it is not bound by intemnational law.

Incernational law is part of our law, and must be ascereained and administered by the
courts of justice of appropriate jurisdiction.?

le is now established that customary law in the United States is a kind of federal law,
and like erearies and other international agreements, it is accorded supremacy over
State law by Article VI of the Constiturion.?

The government argues that the judicial branch only enforces that which the legis-
lative and executive branches devise as current law. On the one hand the State
represents the body of law as the immutable neutral foundation of society. On the
other hand, it denies the political and selective nature of the law. Laws had to be
forcibly changed to outlaw slavery (reinstated in the Thirteen Amendment, for pris-
oners), to protect workers' and immigrants’ rights. Political movements and their
political prisoners have had not only to struggle for human rights and against
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exploitationt and oppression in the social-political realm, but have had to do battle
in the legal realm as well.

Over a period of twenty vears the concept of “political prisonier” developed from
the practice and experience of people detained and imprisoned for their beliefs and
actions. By the late 1970s, there were prisoners from the Black Liberation move-
ment—the Panthers in particular—along with several U.S. anti-imperialists and
anarchists, who had been imprisoned since the late 1960s for their political activi-
ties. Once the 1977 Additional Protocols were signed, political prisoners began to
demand that they be treated as political prisoners and prisoners of war according to
intemnationat law. The concept of the political offenses and political “crimes” began
to be integrated into legal defenses in order to challenge criminal charges, criminal-
ization, and the attempts of the U.S. to hide its endemic social-political contradic-
tions and conflicts.

These legal claims—as challenges 1o the criminalization of political oppesition—
eventually became sharper and more clearly defined. The definition of U.S. polirical
prisoners was agreed to by a number of movements (and their political prisoners)
concerned with national self-determination, justice and human dignity. The Intro-
duction to the fourth edition of Can't Jail the Spirit discusses the cancept of political
prisoner status:

Polirical prisoners exist as a result of real political and social conflicts in the saciety.
There is no society free of contradictions and therefore no society that does not have
political prisoners. The absurd position of the U.S. government thar it alone has no
political prisoners is consistent with its position that there are no legitimate social or
palitical movements scruggling for fundamental change. The strategy of criminalization
and isolation of political prisoners, i.e. the denial of their existence in part allows the
U.S. 1o propagate the lie that ULS. society has achieved social peace, and that whatever
dissent there is funcrions solely within the existent bourgeois democratic framework.?

Cur movements here in the U.S., as well as liberation-directed movements in
other nations and even some foreign states, are clear that there are political prison-
ers and POWSs in the U.S. After every major attack by the State in which political
activists have been arrested, we have mounted a defense struggle in the realm of the
domestic, criminal court both to challenge the criminal charges and to argue for
treatment as such under international law.

In 1977, William Morales, a Puerto Rican independentistz was arrested in New York
after a pipe bomb exploded prematurely in his hands. He refused to participate in a
“criminal” trial based on his declared status as a prisoner of war under the Geneva
Conventions. This case was one of the first to challenge the right of the U.S. to try
him under criminal because as a colonial fighter he was eligible for POW status
under international law. Morales [who escaped to Cuba] relied on the eighty-year
history of struggle against Puerto Rico's colonial status, led by Don Pedro Albizu
Campos and the Puerto Rican Nationalist Party, five militants who were ar that
time still imprisoned after at least twenty-four years of incarceration.
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Within a few years thereafter, a large number of other political militants were
captured, arrested and charged as “criminals” or “terrorists”—two terms increas-
ingly conflated in order to heighten fears of terrorist attacks on civilians and civil
society and thereby to justify brutal, inhumane treatment of prisoners.

BUT FOR THE EXPERIENCE

Had [ not been captured, I would not have studied international [aw refating to
political conflict and political prisoners/POWs. The experience of being a political
prisoner motivated my studies. Prior to my arrest, I did not see such study to be my
responsibility. My attentions and efforts were focused elsewhere in other arenas: |
was immersed in other strategies both to support and to free political prisoners,
many of whom had been subjected to harsh, extreme treatment inside prison.

Once again captive, Dr. Mutulu Shakur mobilized me to study international law
in order to advance the struggle in international terms and to better attack polii-
cally the indictment against us. During my first trial, for escape, in West Virginia, I
acted as my own attorney. | argued a “necessity defense” that had been developed
at the end of the 1970s, principally by the prisoners of the anti-nuclear movement.
The “necessity defense” was based on the Nuremberg Principles embodied in the
Treaty of Londen, to which the U.S. is a signatory. It provides that

individuals have international duties which transcend the narional obligations of abe-
dience imposed by the individual state,'?

The principles recognized in the Judgment of the Nuremberg Tribunal impose on indi-

viduals the affirmative duty to prevent the commission of crimes as enumerated therein
at Article 6.11

Investigating the “necessity defense,” | began my engaged analysis of interna-
tional law and political prisoner status. Although ! had prepared a necessity defense
with the help and advice of attorneys, I was not allowed to present it except to the
extent that I could elaborate the concept in my opening and closing statements.
was convicted, sentenced and returned to New York.

A STUDY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW: THE NATURE
OF CONFLICT AND POLITICAL STATUS

In New York, | was to stand trial for a RICO conspiracy. | began to prepare my
defense case with my attomneys, and was fully engaged in all aspects. [ focused on
challenging the evidence, which we did successfully, initially, at lower court levels.
My knowledge or understanding of the international legal tradition that defined the
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concept of political prisoner was still limited. However, [ was in the company of a
number of other political prisoners and POWs—Grand Jury resisters, comrades from
the New Afrikan Independence Movement, other North American anti-imperial-
ists, Puerto Rican political prisoners, as well as an Irish Republican Army member,
Joe Doherty. For years Joe had been fighting in the U.S. courts for political asylum
against the demand by the British government that he be returned to political
detention there. He had based his legal battle in international law and the Political
Offense Exception to Extradition (POEE).

In interacrions limited by security attempts to keep us separate, political prisoners
discussed both the international and domestic laws concerning the definition and
status of U.S. political prisoners. Recognizing the import of the POEE, Dr. Shakur
began to explore its possibilities and educated rhe political prisoners, attorneys, and
law student paralegals, We analyzed the history of political prisoners’ challenges to
U.S. criminal law, read previous briefs, and translated that history into a legal argu-
ment. Under Dr. Shakur's direction, an argument was developed that the POEE
must not be limited to extradition only since it is the method used in most Western
alliance countries as a guide to evaluate the political character of an offense and its
common criminal elements.

The conspiracy charge against us was defined by the U.S. Justice Department as
an enterprise for political purposes; thar is, to free political prisoners and provide
economic support for the New Afrikan Independence Movement. Nevertheless, the

conspiracy and the substantive acts and counts were indicted criminal offenses. We -

participated in the trial to challenge the evidence against us. We also consistently
showed the political nature of the acts, particularly in cross-examination of the gov-
emment’s central witness, a former political associate of Dr. Shakur who had suc-
cumbed to FBI/JTTF coercion and had been well-paid to elaborate upon the
prosecution’s conspiracy case.

We argued for political prisoner status under international law based on the
Geneva Conventions {1949}, incorporated the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights,'2 and developed arguments using the Political Offense Excep-
tion to Extradition (POEE). Led by Dr. Shakur and Joe Doherty, we studied these
particular aspects of international law. We referred to other political challenges to
criminalization by other political prisoners and POWs including William Morales
and Sekou Odinga, a New Afrikan POW comrade and codefendane in our RICO
indictment.

At the beginning of our trial in November 1987, Dr. Shakur filed a “Motion to
Dismiss the Indictment” based on his status as a POW. I did not seek POW status
because for a Euro-American citizen of the U.S,, not a colonial subject, the same
arguments could not be made relative to a “civil” war. In an earlier trial it had been
decided, for political reasons, that the (whire) North American anti-imperialists,
though acting in solidarity and in concert with the New Afrikan Independence
forces, would declare themselves as political prisoners and allies.

Dr. Shakur argued that African peoples inside the United States constituted a
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New Afrikan nation by virtue of their historical relation to the land in the South,
and that as a citizen and militant of the Republic of New Afrika, he had a legitimate
right to defend his nation against the white supremacist, genocidal war that the
U.S. had been waging against New Afrikan people a5 colonial subjects. In his peti-
tion, Memorandum in Support of Defense Motion to Dismiss the Indictment, he argued
that the Political Offense Exception to Extradition could be extended to political
conflict inside the Unired States.

According to the Quinn Court, there are two distinct categories of political
offenses: “pure political offenses” and “relative political offenses.”

Pure political offenses are acts aimed or directed at the government and have none of
the elements of ordinary crimes . . . The definitional problems focus around the second
category of political offenses—the relative polirical offenses. These include “otherwise
common crimes committed in connection with a political act,” or common crimes . . .
commirted for political motives or in a political context.”?

It is the fact that the insurgents are seeking ta change their governments thar makes
the political offense exception applicable, not the reasons for wishing to do so or the
nature of the acts by which they hope to accomplish that goal .

He argued that within the POEE, treaties and international norms, there are various
tests known as the Anglo-American test, which are the primary tests used by the
judiciary to evaluate the character of the acts charged by the country demanding
extradition of the defendants.

In January 1988, after the Government had filed its response to Dr. Shakur's
motion, the Judge directed the Government to answer five questions “regarding the
possibly political character of the acts charged in the indictment.” (See SSS 82 CR.
312-CSH, Memorandum Opinion and Order by Charles S. Haight, Judge, Southern
District of New York, January 19, 1988.) Those questions were:

L. What role, if any, did the United States play in the development of the 1977
protocols proposed as amendments to the 1949 Geneva Prisoner of War Con-
vention?

2. Wha is the history and present status of the United States’ position with
respect to the 1977 protocals?

3. Do the 1977 protocols reflect the current state of international law on the
issue of when prisoner-of-war treatment must be accorded to accused persons?

4. Assuming that the United States has not adopted the 1977 protocals, but that
the protocols do reflece current international law, is this Court required or
permitted to decline to analyze the present motion under the principles enun-
ciated therein? Cf. Filartiga v Pena-Irala, 630 F.2d 876 (2d. Cir. 1980)

5. Analyzed under the principles enunciated in the 1977 protocols, should the
criminal enterprise charged in the indictment be regarded as an insurgency?
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The AUSAs—Artorneys for the Un

yn Buch

ited States of America or federal prosecy-

tors~—forwarded the Court’s order to the Deparement of State to make the respond.
ing brief. Abraham D. Sofaer, Legal Advisor to the Department of Stare, together
with others, including the Chief of the Office of the Judge Advacate General of the
Department of the Army and Office of the General Counsel of the Department of

Defense responded.

The government’s political brief argued essentially that any decision on POW

(or political) status or declaration that
branches:

a conflict exists is reserved to the politica]

-+« even were the court otherwise inclined ro address the defendant’s contention, it

should take into account that there is an

i

absence of judicially discoverable and man-

ageable standards” for determining whether hostilities or armed conflict exist for pur.

poses of such laws and treaties, s

The government dismissed outright any condition of the Political Offense Excep-

tion to Extradition as not applicable.

The political offense exception referred w by the defendanss is relevant as 4 martter
of

law solely in cases involving extraditio

n. Under no circumstarces is it a defense to

Prosecution in the United Stares, (Cites omirced) {Government Brigf, 2)

We responded to that brief, In March 1988, we had requested that a number of
potential political prisoner witnesses for the defense case be brought to New York.
The Judge ordered Sekoy Odinga and Cecil Ferguson, both comrades already con-
victed in our own case; David Gilbert, an anti-imperialist comrade who had been
convicted in New York state courts for participation in an action that included both
New Afrikans and North American anti-imperialists and was one of the substantive

acts charged in our own case; Susan

Rosenberg, an anti-imperialist comrade

prasecution on Dr. Shakyr and me; Nuh Washington, a Black Liberation Army
combatant imprisoned since 1971 in NIY state prisons; and Geronimo ii Jaga Pratr,
a Black Panther Minister of Defense who was falsely imprisoned for twenty-seven
years as a target of COINTELPRO.

We held joint legal meetings nightly after Dr. Shakur and returned from court.
Each evening was a legal educarion session on points of international law regarding

The “political offense exception” to exrry

dition arose in Europe and America because

democratic governments supported the right of individuals “to resort to political asylum

to foster political change.” The underlying

tenets of domestic exteadition law arise from
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(1} the desire to insulate the executive involvement in‘tl-je extradition cie.nal:rninit:oi'::i
which is made by the Coust; and, {2) the political dec1s'10ln tha.t the excl:_lcutwe shou
not help another country suppress its own internal pulmcs[ dissent. These concerns
have governed American extradition policies for 150 years.

In order to respond to Judge Haight's questions and challenge Fhe govemmelilt’s
response to those same questions we immersed ourselves de?per into the }clzas; {law
and the theories behind international conventions and 11—'1WS, in particular ¢ e Polit-
ical Offense Exception to Extradition, givien that the major point of contention was

imes charged were political or not. -
Whgyt/l‘:le:.etz:nzrwr: had reagd and discussed a sipnificant amount of case law gnd ctlr.lttzri
national covenants related to political conflict, _polmcal offenses and ju 1c1a:
authority, we felt confident to write a response brtef to answer the gove%;neliu s
misrepresentations of international law. We were advised by our zlbtlto1'1r1;:1y51,rl o 1‘-’:!-6
Lumumbsa, Jill Soffiyah Elijah and judich Holmes, eacl“} of whem broug .t e}; or h15
own area of expertise and experience. Qur response brir-?f began by argumdg tl T{l.t t e
U.S. political stance relative to Protocol I was based on its own hlstorlyi and po ICLEZ
It had historically denied that political conflicts have existed interna y. We arpue

that

The real issue, assuming thar the Protocols do reflect current international la\;, is

whether there are controlling executive or legislative acts that preclude the Court from
A ) . 7

recognizing international law applicable to this case.

. N
We also challenged the government's assertion that if Congress doesn't ratify a
law of nations then that law is not controlling.

The Senate's failure to ratify the Protocals means that these‘amendments do not have
the status of a United States treary. But, if the Protocols do indeed express c?gemgo-
rary intemational law, the Senate's non-ratification mefely means‘that no co h1 citton
on how such international law may or may not apply in the United States has been

established.®

In response to Judge Haight's final question, we argued that the Black Liberation
struggle was indeed an ongoing internal conflict.

Given the body of factual data in defendant’s {Dr. Shakur] affidavit apou‘; the war
against New Afrikans and the Black Liberation Mavement, and the maS?nﬁs ocumen;
tation the Church Committee revealed that chronicled the government's ls‘ecrﬁ:l: w'vzu't
involving the Army, the CIA, the FBI, the IRS and the state and loc}a[ police agamlsd
the Black Liberation Movement, such actions taken against any foreign natimc'li wcmld
clearly constitute overt “acts of war” in international law. Any person captured wou

be considered a prisoner of war,*
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The government’s reply to the Court's fifth question, asking whether the criminal
enterprise charged in the indictment should be regarded as an insurgency as analyzed
under the 1977 Pratocals, evaded the central issue: whether the conspiracy charged ig
a part of the ongoing conflict between Black people in America and the United States
government. . . . The RICO starute has become a tool for criminalizing political move.-
ments that has enabled the government to define the New Afrikan Independence
Movemenc as a criminal enterprise.?®

Dr. Shakur posited that the Court could grant relief under the provisions for

international armed conflict because the requirements for such an evaluation -

existed despite the U.S. government’s denials; i.e., the Political Offense Exception
to Extradition could be applied by the Court to grant us political starus.

In re Doherty, 599 F. Supp. 270, 27 (S.DN.Y. 1984) elaborated a more flexible

standard for applying the political offense exception. It stated:

The court rejects the notion that the political offense exception is limited to actual
armed insurrections or more traditional and overt military hosilities . . .

Finally we made an “interest of justice argument and application” in which we -
argued that the case presented by the State pointed out the relative political nature :
of the acts and of the defendants. We asked that the Court hold fact-finding hear. :

ings on our political status.
In the Documentation/Appendix, The Defendants’ Memorandum in Reply to the
Government's Response to the January 19, 1988 Order of Judge Charles S. Haight (as

printed in Wazo Weusi) lays ouc all of our arguments based on the substance of the
learning experience that occurred not anly for myself but for all of us involved, both -

defendants and attorneys.

AFTERWORD

Both Dr. Shakur and [ were found guilty of the RICO conspiracy and all the sub-
stantive acts therein. Post trial, as part of the defense’s sentencing briefings, Judge
Haight ruled against Dr. Shakur’s POW petition and our joint request to be treated
as political prisoners and to be allowed to go into exile to a country that would
grant us political asylum. However, he accepred the government's argument that he
had no jurisdiction to rule on our political status given there was no precedent in
U.S. faw not related to extradition. He carried forward the criminalization process
by sentencing us under criminal law guidelines.

In 1989, a campaign to demand amnesty for all political prisonets and POWs (of

the progressive and Left movements)—Freedom Now—was launched. In 1990, the
campaign culminated in an internarional tribunal on US. political prisoners and
prisoners of war. The work we had done was useful in that tribunal. Nevertheless,
the work we did remains to be evaluated under changed political conditions. Per-
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-~ haps our work will contribute to changes in the political conditions and, ultimately,

in the law itself. Radical change generally precedes any change in the law. The law
is the foundation stone of the political and social order as it has been and is not
what it is to become.

NOTES

Unedited version originally published in Prior Learning Comporent #2 (Fall/Winter 1999).
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Chapter Fifteen

Rita Bo Brown

Born in 1947, Bo (Rica Darlene) Brown grew up in a white working-class neighbor-
hood in Klanmath, Oregon. Her first experience with the U.S. prison system came
when she was sentenced to seven months at Terminal Island Penitentiary for steal-
ing forty dollars from the post office in Seattle where she worked. Upon release, she
returned to Seattle and became involved in prison and lesbian rights work, helping-

to found Leftist Lezzies, an organization to combat the invisibility of lesbians in the

antiwar movement. Eventually, Brown became a member of the George Jackson
Brigade; her involvement with the Brigade and its armed robberies led to eight addi-
tional years of incarceration.!

Based in Seattle, the Brigade emerged as a multiracial, nonhomophobic, anti-
capitalist, anti-imperialist underground organization. It was largely composed of
individuals who were former prisoners, or had used or advocated armed struggle in
opposition to U.S. policies and in solidarity with Native struggles for sovereignty,

Seattle Auto Workers' strikes, and Washington State prisoners’ human rights. In
solidarity with the United Farm Workers, the Brigade allegedly bombed a Safeway

supermarket; in support of the American Indian Movement, the organization alleg-

edly bombed the Bureau of Indian Affairs in Everett, Washington, and the Federal 4

Bureau of Investigation (FBI) office in Tacoma, Washington.

The Brigade publicized the political nature of its actions through communiqués -

distributed to news media across the country, announcing the bombings and
explaining their political motivations. Actempting to make a distinction between

terrorism and the Brigade’s actions, Brown asserted in an article in the feminist '

publication Off Our Backs:

“Terrarism is armed action which deliberacely and callously ignores the welfare of the
people. It is the institutionalized sick violence of the ruling class and its police forces—
L.e., the senseless bombings of Viet Nam; the Artica massacre; the Kent State massacre;
the Jackson State massacre; the individual musders of Clifford Grover, Karen Silkwood,
and George Jackson; the continuing murders and sterilizations of Native Americans
and Puerto Ricans. . . . “Armed Struggle” is the use of conuolled violence such as
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armed occupations, kidnappings, prisoner escapes, armed robberies, bombings, ecc. A
primary factor is that concern for the welfare of innocent people is always a vital part
of the planning and execution of these actions.™

Bo Brown was finally captured on Navember 4, 1977, in Seattle, Washington,
and exeradited to Oregon that month to stand trial. Although charged with five
counts of robbery and two weapons charges, all remaining charges were dropped
when, on January 11, 1978, Brown pleaded guilty to a 1977 armed robbery of a
Wilsonville Branch of the National Bank of Oregon. The press often covered news
of the Brigade’s activiries, yet the FBI allegedly withheld information from the
media after Brown’'s arrest in order to limit publicity for the George Jackson Bri-
gade. Limited media coverage made the organization of a political defense all the
more difficult for Brown and her allies. Sentenced on February 21, 1978, to twenty
years for robbery and an additional five years on the firearms charge, Brown
appealed, arguing that she could not be sentenced to two consecutive terms for the
same crime; the initial ruling was upheld.’

Once sentenced, Brown was held in solitary confinement in the Federal Correc-
tional Institution in Pleasanton, California, until March 21, at which peint she was
transferred to the Federal Cormrectional Institution at Alderson, West Virginia. At
Alderson, she was placed in the prison’s Maximum Security Unit (MSU) in Davis
Hall, which also housed Assata Shakur. Women in Davis Hall were locked in their
cells the majority of the day, with exceptions for meals, two hours of personal visits,
and, sometimes, for work.® While housed in Davis Hall, arpuably the first special
control unit for political women in the federal system, Brown and other inmates
attempted to publicize the unfair conditions of the unit. After pressure from pro-
gressive segments of the legal community, communicy activists, and inmate activ-
ists, the MSU was terminated as a program; however, it continued to be used as a
peneral punitive segregation unit and, occasionally, as a control unit. (Held there
in the 1980s were Lucy Rodriguez, Haydée Torress, Dylcia Pagin, and Laura White-
horn.)?

After Brown was released from prison in 1987, she cofounded Curt of Control
Leshian Committee to Support Women Political Prisoners, and began support work
for people with AIDS in prison, and for battered women convicted of killing their
abusers.® Qrganized initially around the campaipn to close the Lexington Control
Unit for Women, Out of Control now works to support women political prisoners.
Brown also participated in the Jericho '98 Campaign to Free Political Prisoners and
Prisoners of War and the Norma Jean Croy Support Committee for the release of
Notma Jean Croy, a Native lesbian wrongfully imprisoned for nineteen years. Brown
has directed and produced Shasta Woman, a documentary on Croy's case.”
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[ am very honored to be here taday, at this tribunal condemning 500 yearshc.)f gego—
cide and celebrating 500 years of resistance. | cgme to spefik aboutd sSJr.rEe thircy- v?
whirte political prisoners presently being hel.d in 'U.S. prisons and jai sm—c-lmanyio
whom are imprisoned because of their solidarity with oppressed'nanons znd peofp els
in the United States and around the world. | speaklfrom exper}elilce acrll h&c;? eal-
ing, for | am a former political prisoner myself, having spent eight an alj a }zesrs
in federal prisons around the country because of my actions as a member 153 the
George Jackson Brigade. In those years | was mcnfed from prison to p:r}lﬁ;p. un;llg
that time I spent almost a year in isolation in Davts Hall ar Alderson. . is v:'is the
first special control unit for political women in the federal system. lsterl ssatril
Shakur and 1 were held there along with reactionary and Nazi prisoners—the gc;v
ernment’s threat to us was very clear. [ was also kept for extra long penod‘s in isola-
tion and threatened and harassed specifically because 1 am 2 Lesbian. This was ?c?t
all chat unusual treatment, however, for my experience mirrors that of all the pc? iti-
cal prisoners. Yet our very existerice is sl'tlill denied by the U.S. government and not
by most people in this country.
se?hc;rst?i::gc’;fdthz us. I;Dvgmment towards‘a!l po%iticai' Erisopers anci Pog(/s
held in prisons is to criminalize them-—to disguise thf?ir }3011!:1:&1 identities ml-n1 ler
the rhetoric of criminal activity. But they are not criminals. Alilof tl'%ese “:; EEE
North American political prisoners have been convic.te.d of af'xd imprisone \;r
activities that are strictly political in nature. These political prisoners a;d iO s
are not a new phenomenon but are part of the history of the resistance in the rpe:
icas. In fact, under international law as well as the Constitut.lo.nl of the ijt}i
States, people not only have the right, but the absolure rtlzslponmbl'hty t;\ 1'&(:1515;1 tt:;
illegal policies and practices of the oppressor and colonizing nation. And tha
one.

Wh;;(tahlz?r’g?merican political prisoners draw on a history of r'.esistance that
includes the anti-slavery/abolitionist movement, those whlo helped in th-e Uncle:t;:-l
ground Railroad, women’s rights activists, labor and workmg-cllass orgamzer?, ar}l
supporters of anti-colonialism and anti-militarism. Some of the;g nameds E\r; 1321;;]
iar: John Brown, Emma Geldman, Eugene Deb‘s, Rl.‘l[h Reynolds, an td e o
Julius Rosenberg; but most of the names of our historical ,gr:mdmothers an g”rin
fathers remain unknown to us because the historians don’t want us to know a out
them. Some of these political prisoners come from working-class or poor communi-
ties, some were already ex-cons, and still others were college studenlrs, but a com-
mon thread runs through all their stories—the decision Fo take action, ACtl‘(il.n in
support of self-determination; action against racism; action against US r?ii itary
and nuclear policy; action against apartheid in South Africa and action in solidarity

A
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wicb workers and poor people around the world. In orde
their situation better we have to go back a little in histar
If you were living in this country in the 1960s and 19
by the struggles for freedom and sacial justice. Producrs
woc;nen an.d men in prison today were acrive in support
i?ga :;;r:lglr;f;u;;;i;cinbguilﬂzrdglandbfo; seiff—d;termination by Malcolm X and thy;
| fig: both of whom would be assassinac
boeilse‘fh\;ro‘:l;f .wmh .the Black Path'er Party (BPP), often in defense o: CE]’:IEI‘]; [ﬁff
Native‘AmeriC;m[iAnso.ned for plolltlcal activities. Many came to work also wigl
Al el 1ri1, ey?cano/Chicano, anFi other Third World liberarion strupgleg
and were part of tir:aitic\fgf ZDS:::&;?DEIEES;EMIY e s o licy i Vieman{
out the country, marches on Washingtc;n s?ur:i ot st d?mf’mtmtions o
of draft cards, There were also thousands é)f acc: rcl);' j;?;re:' o iy buming'
rd e against i -
Eg:r?bt;g?#ﬁgy’ anc; go;;ernmlent targets that ranged ft‘gamgprope?;yacézmmISérs Dt:
Sombings. Was also the period when wormnen began 1o be more conscious gh
OWIL oppression and began to demand liberation and when Leshians and ;:;

men came out Of [}le C[OSEE a[ld went mnro th.e Streets dEIIlaIldlilg an End o gay

of those times, many of th
of the civil rights movemey

white political prisoners worked with these organi
understand the integral part thar Prisons play in

legiri

ggltll\x;%gi gl?éesthand se,nse of empowerment wag swift, repressive and violent

i Ofth; tB ;PFBI; tcl:lcaucll-%ter—1'1:1l:elliger1ce program, was responsible for thé
and tae disruption of the American Ind;

‘ rican Indian Move . -

teds of BPP members and other Black activists, like Fred Hampton atllsngulr_llsl?y

Carter, were killed of jailed. Th
! i - 1he same was true for Native people struggling for

This periad also saw the killin
and the widespread use of grand
rupt legal organizations. Out of these €Xperiences cam

I.t was during this time thag activists in various parts of th
decided to begin armed resistance, expropriations
Fult Steps to take but were all dane in pursuit of che’:i
included changing centuries-old

€ country independently
and saborage. These were diffi-
: I vision for change. This vision
OPPressive practices that promote harred and that

The government’s response to this |
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- create psychological and physical damage and destruction. [t meant creating = soci-
ety based on self-determination for oppressed peoples both inside and outside the
United States, based on an end to white supremacy, a society that was not based

on class divisions. [t meant creating a society where Lesbians and gay men could be
proud of who they were. And it meant creating a non-sexist society where women
could be equal, free, and unafraid. Finally all these people are driven by a vision of
a furure based not on greed and profic but one that truly answers people’s needs.

This vision and spirit of resistance continued to move North Americans to action
during the 1970s and 1980s. Thousands of people organized to resist the building
of nuclear weapons, the intervention in Nicaragua and El Salvador, and in solidarity
with Black forces against apartheid in South Africa. Many whites demanstrated and
organized against racism and the growth of the Klan and other white supremacist
groups. Thousands of people signed pledges of resistance to participate in civil dis-
obedience if Nicaragua was invaded and participated in these acts as intervention
in Cencral America increased. Women marched en masse against cutbacks in repro-
ductive rights and protected abortion clinics against attacks. Lesbians and gay men
demanded that the society deal with the AIDS pandemic and pushed for broader
acceptance of Lesbian and gay rights. Again, during the Gulf War, thousands of
white people joined in the streets pratesting U.S. policy.

Not much has changed. We can understand the desire to resist very well. Geno-
cidal conditions are increasing for Blacks and other communities of color. There is
a rise of police brutality, drugs, and jailings and, as we all know, dramatic cuts to
social services. Violence against women is increasing—a woman gets raped every
two minutes. The right-wing scapegoats and whips up hysteria against gays and Les-
bians with a propaganda campaign for their “family values.” Abortion is all but
gone; the courts are making one right-wing decision after another; and if we don’t
look out, soon we won't even have air we can breathe or earth we can stand on.

Before we get more specific about who the prisoners are, we'd like to take time
to define what we mean by political prisoner. For some of us, this definition means
those in prison as a direct result of their political actions, affiliations, and beliefs.
Still others wish to extend that definition to those imprisoned for social crimes who
have become politicized while inside prison and who therefore suffer extra repres-
sion for it. Some of us also think it important to extend the definition of political
prisoner to those imprisoned for their sexual orientarion (adopted by Amnesty
International in 1992) and to those imprisoned for defending themselves against
and/or fighting their abusers, such as women imprisoned for killing their batterees.

Sa let’s get down to specifics. First, there are prisoners who consider themselves
to be revolutionary anti-imperialists. The Jonathan Jackson~Sam Melville Brigade
and United Freedom Front (UFF) were armed clandestine organizations thar
emerged from the experiences of working-class people in poor communities, in the
milicary, and in prison.? The Jackson-Melville Brigade was held respansible for a
number of bombings of govemment and corporate offices in the mid- to lace-1970s.
These actions raised the demands of independence for Puerto Rico and an end to
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Eﬂ?n it}l}pportl for apaétheid in South Africa, among other issues. The UFE aperar
¢ early to mid-1980s and demanded the end of . .
support for South Africa, an end to U.S. inte on in Congual o0 —
ik 4, LS. tvention in Central Amer
i?EE ftc;;' all political ir:soners and POWs in U.S. prisons. Today ther:rl ;égﬁieagﬁafge
e8¢ acts are known as the “Ohjo 7.7 They includ S
Thome e . . ey include Raymond Levasseyr
g {both Vietnam Vers who had s in pri
; ‘ PENt years in prison fo i
gtmes), Jaan Laaman, Carol Manning, Richard Williams, Barbarg Curzi ;-nsc? ‘;H
rgs 1rli.evelsseur (these last two are both out on parole). , )
armi—l irlaljlcc{}rth' Arrﬁelricl?n anti-imperialists were imprisoned for their direct aid ¢g
estine Black organizations in the ear| 1980s. Jud
to life], David Gilbert [seven i . oy ok hvennyliv
) ty-five to life], and Kathy Boudin [ fi i
are serving [virtual] life sentences in pri 3 with sy
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: on, as well as for assisti
l111;1 i};t; :scape of Assata Shakur. Susan Rosenberg and Timothy Blunk were c;;ltsu.ul'::]g
BerkmanonLcharg\;:; [.c:f c:ﬁ:nspwicy to possess explosives. Later they, along with Alan
y Laura itchomn, Linda Evans and Mari]
. . , yn Buck, were charped wi
number of bombings claimed by the Armed Resistance Unir and the Rﬁzdg Gu:::ﬁl:

Resistance, Included in these is the 1983 bombing of the Capitol in solidarity with -

the pe i iati
the é}n;:}ple of Grenada and in retaliation against the U.S, invasion that year. Other
were taken against corporate and military targets in solidarity with the peo-

l . 1l .
g;zsctn'” Centr;l America and against intervention, against the Zionist occupation of -
ne, and to protest police killings of Black and Latino people in New York

ﬁgi{:ﬁxe?gi.gadi. Wedwerela multi-racial, armed organization that operared in the
 the mid- to late-1970s. We took our nam
‘ . e from George Jack
fx;i;:éc l:f:\cr'{cxlutlcnlmryF who was assassinated in Prison on August 21 ?97]1 \;;en;v::
osed mainly o working-class ex-convicts i ’ '
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t ly of of armed -
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grres. I've already told yoy th I in pri i
on You that [ was in prison for ejghr.
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ite prisone i in in pri i ’
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Ploughshares. Taking their name from the famous biblical quote about turning
swords into ploughshares, these anti-nuclear and anti-military activists come from
a religious conviction and tradition that insists that they must not sit by while
weapons of destruction are being made and used. Over the last ten years many have
entered military bases and destroyed military property directly, while others have
bome witness and engaged in symbolic acts. The most recent case is that of Peter
Lumsdain and Keith Kjoller, who destroyed the Navstar computer—part of the
United States’ first strike capability—to the tune of two-and-a-half million dollars,
They received eighteen months for this “crime."”

Throughout the 1980s, the government also prosecuted members of the sanctu-
ary movement. These include clergy, church workers, and lay activists who have
“illegally” provided refuge to Central and South American refugees fleeing U.S.-
sponsored repression in their homelands. Following an historic tradition, there are
also military resisters. For example, Gilliam Kerley was sentenced to three years in
prison plus a $10,000 fine not merely for refusing to register but because he persisted
in organizing against registration and the draft. Military resisters continue to sit in
jail as a result of their refusal to serve in the Gulf War. [After hard-fought cam-
paigns, all of the military resisters—or at least those whose cases were publicized—
were released by the end of 1994.—E.R.] The U.S. legal system is also used to serve
the government’s allies in effecting their own counter-insurgency programs. In so
doing, it echoes and enforces U.S. foreign policy.

Along with Haitians, Central and South Americans, and ocher Third World peo-
ple, there are several European nationals being held in U.S. prisons. Silvia Baral-
dini, a citizen of Iraly, received a forty-year sentence for aiding in the escape of
Assata Shakur. Although the Iralian government has said that it wants her back in
Italy to serve her rime in an Iralian prison—in accord with the Strasberg Conven-
tion—the U.S. Justice Department refused to let her g0, claiming the Italians won't
be harsh enough.? There are also nine alleged members or supporters of the IRA
(Irish Republican Army) held in U.S. prisons by the U.S. government.

The same counter-insurgency tactics that have been detailed elsewhere have
been used against white political prisoners. These include sophisticated spying and
infiltration techniques, the jailing of many white activists for refusing to testify and/
or cooperate with grand juries, the use of broad and vague conspiracy laws to crimi-
nalize people for association and belief and the use of preventative detention to
deny bail. Laura Whitehorn was held without bail for four years before poing to
trial.

Finally, because they are political prisoners, they get some of the longest sen-
tences in the world. Their political beliefs are used as a basis to impose sentences
that are, in many instances, the equivalent of natural life in prison. The reason for
this is that chey are revolutionaries. For example, in 1986, a man convicted of plan-
ning and carrying out bombings-—without making warning calls—of ten occupied
health clinics where abortions were performed, was sentenced to ten years in prison
and was paroled after forey-six months. In contrast, Raymond Levasseur was con-



224 Rita Bo Brown

victed of bombing four unoccupied military targets in protest against 1J.S, foreign :
policies, and senrenced to forty-five years in prison. A Ku Klux Klansman, charged

with violations of the Neutrality Act and with Possessing a boatload of explosives

and weapons to be used in an invasion of the Caribbean island of Dominica received -

umented in the Prison Discipline Study Report, issued in 19915 This national syp.
vey revealed that borh physical and psychological abuse, so severe thatr i
approaches the internationally accepted definition for torture, are the norm in may.
imum-security prisons throughout the Unired Seates, Thar's the case for all prison.

the women and Lesbians, including sexual assault and threats, often ar the hands -

of male guards.

One of the most brural weapons in the government’s arsenal is the control unit
prison. Its goal is to reduce prisoners to a state of submission, where it becomes
possible to destroy their bodies, their spirit, their will, and ultimartely their resis.
tance and very self-definition. While officials claim that these units are ontly for the
most violent disciplinary problems, more and more political prisoners are being
placed there solely for their political beljefs, For instance, Alan Berkman, Raymond
Levasseur, and Tom Manning were all sent directly to Marion Control Unit afrer
sentencing. Silvia Baraldini and Susan Rosenberg, along with Puerro Rican POW
Alejandrina Torres, were sent to the Lexington High Security Unit for two years in
1986. The justification: their political beliefs and associations. Once it was closed,
as a result of a massive campaign inside and out, Susan and Silvia were sent to the
new control unit for women ar Marianna, Marilyn Buck was also sent there directly
after sentencing,

In addition to isolation in control units, all political prisoners are more fre-
quently subjected to cruel and inhumane punishment. This includes torture, sexual
assault, strip and cavity searches (including those by male puards on women prison-
ers), punitive transfers, censorship, and denial of medical care, which has had grave
cemsequences in several cases. Alan Berkman, suffering from Hodgkin's disease,
nearly died several times while iy prison because officials wichheld necessary medji-
cal treatment. Silvia Baraldini's abdominal lumps, which anyone could feel, were
tgnored for months only to reveal chat she had an aggressive form of uterine cancer,
Silvia continues to have difficulty receiving medical attention.

Yet, imprisonment doesn't mean the end of these revolutionaries’ organizing and
political work. They continue once they're inside, For many of them, this has meant
organizing resistance o oppressive prison policies, publishing prisan newsletters,
providing legal help and assistance, and facilitating courses, work stoppages and
hunger strikes. For others it's also meant becoming AIDS activists. In fact, some of
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the women are responsible for developing the most co'mprehensive mode[s./\(ilgcg
AIDS Counseling and Education [ACE] at Bedford Hills and P[eas?nton y
Counseling and Education {PLACE)] at FCI-Dublin} for AIDS eFlLllcatlot} and peer
counseling in prisons in the country! But even in the.se cases, political prlsc;ners are
punished for being too successful in their work. For instance, Ed M'eaé, W 0 orgai—
nized Men Against Sexism at Walla Walla, was preventeq from concmfumg l,;lls \ggr c
on prisoner-on-prisoner rape. Bill Dunne was kept at Marion for years for cllju I;s ing
a newslerter there and David Gilbert was moved from pl:;tu:e to place for evle oping
work on AIDS in prison, and finally prevented from doing any work at 'fai . Quite
recently, Laura Whitehorn [released in 1999] WE]IS trgnsferre‘cE‘Frorln Lexmgtorql_ to
Marianna after she participated in the first women's prison uprising in ZQ years. 11-?_
Blunk was moved back to Marion from Lewisburg after there was a strike there o
to Rican prisoners.

Bl%?/i:tifsu;ie govemrﬁenc so determinedly continue to attack fmd repress dthea;e
wommen and men once they are incarcerated? It needs to brea'k t?unr spirits an plrle-
vent them from continuing to educate and mobilize from ‘w1tl111r'1 the prison walls.
On the one hand, these prisoners are used as examples to intimidate whole move-
ments and communities from continuing their resistance. The government wanl:s1 it
made very clear that the price one can pay for be.ing a wh%te person w1E11111g tc;1 ta ;e
a stand against this racist and inhuman system is very high. On the ot ,'Lei a? ,
they need these revolurionaries to be buried away and forgotten. We wolnt t;tt }t} ;a;:
happen! Clearly now is a time for action. We too can f?ligw the examples o o 5
brave women and men who have given so much of their lives f'o1.' freedom and jus-
tice. We must recognize who and what they are: political prisoners. We must
demand their freedom so they can be back on the streets where they belfj?g.

I know I speak for all the white political prisoners when'l say th.at it’s beei'[n z;
great honor to be able to speak to you today at chis In'tematlonal T,nbunal. A C:g
us pledge to continue our resistance to the crimes outlined by today's speakers an
commit ourselves to continue to work until there is a world where everyone can

have true justice and freedom.

NOTES

i the International Tribunal of Indigenous Peoples and Oppres'sed.Nations

i}pfﬁzlbcfi!:evjrgfaxs, Ocrober 3, 1992; published in E. Rosenblatt, ed. Criminal Injustice (Bos-
: 991).
tcn.ll.. SED;E;E:C;:: “Dz.wis Hall Alderson” refers to the Control Unit at FCI—A!slerson‘. '\X;V.“
2. Editor’s note: The group Brown calls the “Jonathan ]aclcs?r‘xl—Sam 'Melwlle grfga }i:

actually called itself the “Sam Melville/Jonathan Jackson Unit," and it operate m_sr: e
Northeastern United Seates. This is not the same organization as the ]cl:'r}a.than }aclcso? am
Melville Unit of the New World Liberation Front, which ook responlmblllt-y for bombings in
California in the late 1970s and was affiliated with the Symbionese Liberation Army. Brown
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herself was affiliated with the George Jackson Brigade
tioned in this note.

was retumed to Italy in August 1999,

4. Editor’s note: Don Black was no longer in the Klan whe
arrested preparing ro sail o Dominica. He was released from pris
two years” (Kenr Faulk, “White Supremacist Spreads Views on

October 1997, 1}. He violared the Neutrality Act,
United Srates out of 2

on after serving “more than :
Net,” Bimingham News, 19
: originally passed in 1935 (g keep the
possible European war, The act prevents the exporiation of arms;

foreign wars as well.

5. Editor's note: See Prisoners’ Righes Union, Pris

o R Unien o on Discipline Study (Sacramenco, Calif.

Chapter Sixteen

Raymond Luc Levasseur

Raymond Lue Levasseur was born Ocrober 10, 1946, into a family of poor French
Canadian textile and shoe factory workers in Sanford, Maine. Reluctanc to follow
his grandparents and parents into the wage slavery of millwork, he went to work in
a shoe factory at age seventeen. Resisting the debilitating effects of “speed ups” in
production, he and coworkers stopped the machines, jamming them with a shoe—Ie
sabot. “It was my first act of sabotage,” writes Levasseur, “but a long way from my
last.™

In 1965, he entisted in the army. Two years later, he was radicalized by a tour of
duty in Vietnam. There he witnessed racism against the Vietnamese and African
American and Latino American soldiers and found that fighting against the Viet-
namese right to self-determination contradicted his own beliefs in American ideals.
Returning to the United States when his twelve-month tour ended, Levasseur
moved to Tennessee and began college. He also began organizing with the Southemn
Student Organizing Committee (SSOC), which focused on ending the war and sup-
porting black liberation and the efforts of workers fighting to unionize. Levasseur’s
activism with SSOC ended in 1969 after he was caught in an undercover police
“sting” and was convicted of selling seven dollars’ worth of marijuana. Although he
had no prior convictions, Levasseur, known for his political activism, received the
maximum sentence: five years. He was classified as an “agitator” upon entering
prison.

As in most U.S. prisons, the population of Tennessee State Penitentiary was rife
with racial tensions, tensions ar times promoted and manipulared by guards. Levas-
seur, however, saw himself as a victim of Anglo-American supremacy and crossed
the “color line” of segregated prison life. Consequently, he spent most of the next
two years in solitary confinement.? Like many politicized prisoners of the era, Levas-
seur began studying the revolutionary theories of Mao Zedong, Che Guevara, Franc:
Fanon, Rosa Luxemburg, Emma Goldman, and the Black Panther Party.

In 1971, Levasseur was paroled to Maine, where he organized for Vietnam Veter-
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ans against the War (VVAW), By 1973, influenced by the Black Panthers and Mgj
calm X, Levasseur viewed prisoners as key in social justice leadership. He becam
active in prisoners’ rights organizations, including the Statewide Correctiona] All
ance for Reform {SCAR); there he organized community-based “suryival Programs'
for prison families, including a community bail fund, a prisoners' union, an alterng:
tive paper, a martial arts program, and job, housing, and welfare initiatives, Echoing

sacial changes, supvival pending revolucionary changes thar would meet the needs

of the people who suffer most from class and racisc oppression.™ _
Organizing in Maine, Levasseur met his future common-law wife, Pat Gros, and

Carol Ann and Tom Manning, with whom he would eventually go underground.
In March of 1975, he was arrested in Rhode Island with Students for a Demo.

cratic Society (SDS) acrivist Cameron Bishep, a fugitive on federal sabotage’

charges. Afrer being released on bail, Levasseur went underground and learned that
Pat was expecting the first of their three daughters.-

The Levasseurs and their comrades spent the next ren years balancing the
demands of family, clandescinicy, and frequent moves from state to state, while con-
tinuing to organize. The Federal Bureay of Investigation (FBI)’s COINTELPRO
and the BosLuc rask force formed the largest FB] manhunt in history. The task force
assembled to find Levasseur and his codefendants brought together elements of var;.
ous task Forces——including the Joint Terrorist Task Force. Federal agents appre-
hended Ray Luc Levasseur and Pat Gros-Levasseur along with Barbara I Curzi, Jaan
Laarman, and Richard Williams on November 4, 1984, in Ohio. The Mannings were

as the “Ohio Seven.”

The government alleges that berween 1974 and 1984 Levasseur and his comrades
were members of the United Freedom Front {UFF) and the Sam Melville/Jonathan
Jackson Unijr (SMIU) (a Etoup not connected with the one ciced in Ba Brown's
text), named after Sam Melville, a white prisen activise killed by guards in the
retaking of Atrica prison in 1971, and Jonathan Jackson, the slain teenaged brother
of George Jackson. These organizations claimed responsibility for a series of bomb.
ings of government and military buildings and corporate offices, including those of
South African Airlines in New York City. No deaths occurred in any of these
actions, but there were injuries in a Suffalk County courthouse bombing.* In 1936,
a Federal Courr in Brooklyn convicted meinbers of the Ohio Seven of bombings
against U.S. military facilities, military contractors, and businesses profiting from
South African apartheid. Levasseur received forty-five years. (In a subsequent trial
for sedition [in a RICO indictment], Levasseys represented himself and was acquit-
ted, along with his codefendants. )

To serve his forty-five-year sentence, Levasseur was sent ro the Control Unir ar
Marion Prison in Marion, Ilinois, a prison thar the United Nations has condemned
for human rights abuges. Ostensibly, the “prison within a prison” is for the most
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iolent prisoners, yet Levasseur had accumulated no prison violations. EA pnson
VQD inistrator acknowledged that “the purpose of Marion is to control fe;f) ut:orllary
o i l "5 The only available work at
i i i tern and society at large.
itudes in the prison sys : . or
i/tlzrion was in Federal Prison Industries, Inc., or UNICOR, producing military

ipment for the Department of Defense. Levasseur's r.efusal to work for UNICOR
e.qulp led to his transfer in 1994 to the Federal Correctional Complex at l?lofence,
hk? , :10 one of the most high-tech administrative segregation (ADX)‘umts in t}}e
o .OFZ S,tates In 1999, he was transferred to the Atlanta Federal Prison, and in
Doire ber of t'hat year, Ray Luc Levasseur was released from solitary confinement
fg:i;fﬁist time in thirteen years. Raymond Luc Levasseur's writings appear on the

website Letters from Exile.?
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On Trial (Abridged)

March 1990, 1 ) i
ome.eacthlini fe; January 10, 1989

"The REEF.” Lerrers from Exile,

home.earthlinlc.net/~ne°ludd’,
1 freely admit to being part of a revolutionary movement. The government cannot
rolerate serious opposition to its own criminal policies, so they do what the prosecu-
tion are trying to do here. They want to criminalize my life, my values, and the
organisations that they allege I've been part of.

They begin to do this in the indictment by talking about “manner and means.”
Use of fcritious identification, renting houses with names other than your owr,
using public telephones to communicate, private mailboxes. The possession of
weapons. Practicing with weapons. Monitoring police activities. If you look at the
context in which things are done, I think that in this case you are going to find our
this is not criminal activity. You know, when I went to Vietnam | was twenty years
old, I couldn't vote and I could not have a legal drink. So I did what a lot of other
GI’s did. | had a fake 1D, so I could have a beer and celebrate the idea that I might
get killed in another year to defend this system.

More to the point, if you want to stay alive and survive, you have to utilise these
methods. In Nazi Germany if they hadn't had secret meetings (I'm talking about
Jews, labor leaders, communists, gay people—everybody who the Nazis went after),
if they hadn'c used false passports, if they didn't carry a gun now and then, do you
think more would have gotten killed? When the Nazis spread their fascism into
France and you had a French government that collaborated with the Nazis, how far
do you think the resistance would have got, if they had not utilised these types of .
methods? It had a hard enough time as ic was.

And the same could be said for South Africa roday that murdess and tortures its
opponents. They want you to carry a pass in South Africa today. So you are going
to have to find something else if you don’t want to end up in one of those South
African prisons. Or the sanctuary movement today, which utilizes churches to move
refugees through the country from Central America, refugees from wars that the
United States is responsible for creating. Think for a minute about 2 woman named
Harriet Tubman, who used to come through Springfield up to Amherst and into
Canada. She carried a gun and she used a name other than her own and she used
so-called safe houses. That is what the underground railroad was. How many of
those slaves do you think would have made it if she hadn't done that? Part of what
they were fleeing from was the Fugitive Slave Act. It was the law art the rime.

[ would like to digress for a minute and tell you why I'm choosing to defend
myself. I was underground for ten years. It's not easy for me to stand here before
you now and speak in what is essentially a public forum. Whar I'm simply trying to
do is to add my voice to that of millions of others who cry freedom, from South
Africa to Central America to the South Bronx in New York. They don’t have much
choice about it, and I don’t have much choice. I'd rather not be here. But since I
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am, | wanr to defend myself and I wanr to defend the ;
tant. And the important issue here is the issue of h
central part of this trial,

The prosecutor mentioned one of his sni
versity, and of course the prosecutor wen
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they’re going to bring

Now, over the years, after Vietnam, I felt | need

lot of material thar was seized by the FBI. They seized every.

» including my kids’ i
I monitored and collecred g lotyof[cl:l:srl,emrt e o ccpy ofthe Bill o e
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political prisoners. [ documented

tional law.

Raymond Luc Levasseur

50me Ot [Ile agents Ild witne, W
d
L aIld g 5588 hO

ed to engage in a self-education

research, fiscal dara, articles documenting

A violations
on on military contractors—who they are

here next week. I kepe a file on the numbers of homeless and
oyed. And there was a special notebook which
e guard murders of prisoners and, in particular,
civil rights violations and vialations of intema—’

The judge has said thae You are triers of facts and [ think you should look ar the

facts. But Pm going to

IEOk Ij’or’ the truth, Over the years, directly and indirectly,
the United States government and some of the corporari

ask you to logk for something else. I'm going to ask you to

I'have become aware that
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South Africa has a system called apartheid. Apartheid means hate Black people;

segregate Black people. The Unired Nations has condemned apartheid as a crime

against humanity. The closest ally to racist South Africa in this world is the United
States government. The United Nations has condemned the collaboration of the
US, including US corporations, with racist South Africa. There's a saying 1 once
heard: “The blood of oppression in South Africa runs as deep as the mines.”
Because we know who works in the mines in South Africa—who mines the gold
and diamonds—Black people. They do it for next to nothing. They do it for starva-
tion wages. Because they've had their land stolen from them. Black people are 80%
of the population and they don't even have the right to vote,

There was an action carried out by the Sam Melville/Jonathan Jackson Unit in
1976 against Union Carbide. It was right after the Soweto Uprising in South Africa
in which 1,000 or more Black people, mainly women and children, were gunned
down by South African troops. It started off as a student demonstration. People
demanding to preserve their language and culture were shot in the back by the
South African troops. The very first to be killed was Hector Pieterson, a young Afri-
can boy. He was fourteen years old. Why were they gunned down? Because they
were all in the streets of Soweto, a Black township, with their fists in the air shout-
ing “Amandla, Amandla"—power that brings freedom. They want their country
back. They want their land back. And they want their rights.

The Sam Melville/Jonathan Jackson Unit attacked the property of the Union
Carbide Corporation while the US government was collaborating with the South
African police and troops to kill 1,000 Black people. I'm here to support the libera-
tion struggle in Souch Africa; these prosecutors are here to defend the interests of
the United States government in South Africa. The United Freedom Front also
paid a visit to the South African Airways office, a front for an office of the South
African government in New York City. They did it there after there was a massacre
in Lesotho, next to South Africa, where South African troops had gone in and
gunned down Black activists. That's called a massacre. We're going to leamn in this
trial what the word “massacre” means.

American corporations are the legs upon which the racist system in South Africa
walls. Troops in South Africa ride in General Motors trucks that are fuelled by
Mobil Oil Corporation. So do the entire police and military system. In South
Africa, those prisons, that pass system, all of that is computerized by corporations
like IBM. The blood of innocent people must stir your conscience. I think that you
ought to ask yourself a question throughout this crial, and that is: who are the real
criminals? Those who support the racist system in South Africa ar those who are
opposed to it?

I believe that the evidence will show thart there is a war in Central America and
that it is a U.S.-sponsored war. This trial's going to have a lot to do with bombings.
The United Freedom Front took responsibility for bombings of US military contrac-
tors and facilities. The evidence is going to show the UFF objected to the United
States shipping bombs and armaments to the government of El Salvador which uses
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them to slaughter its own people. One of these particular bombs is a 750 pound
fragmentation bomb. The prosecutor referred to 600 pounds of dynamite. This is
one bomb that weighs 750 pounds. It’s dropped by an A-37 Dragon Jet made by
General Electric. Thar was also used in Vietnam. They're anti-personnel bombs.
They explode before they hit the ground. That’s not designed to destroy property
as much as it’s designed to kill people. And while we're standing here, there is a
corporation up in Burlington, Vermont—General Electric—rhar is making
machine guns that are going on this aircraft. The guns that the peasants in El Salva-
dor refer to as flying death squads. The issue of state terrorism is going to he a cen-
tral issue that comes up during this trial.

A lot of SM/J] bombings were done in support of Puerto Rican independence
and the release of Puerto Rican political prisoners. All national struggles in which
people are trying to be free are clase to my heart, but the struggle for Puerto Rico
to be free is especially close to me. | have three young girls and I used to tell them
hedtime stories about Puerto Rican patriors like Lolita Lebron and her compafieros
who spent a quarter of a century in US prisons because they dared to take the strug-
gle for a free Puerto Rico to the heart of the beast, right here in the United States.
Half of the Puerto Rican population have been forced by economic conditions to
migrate to this country. The American flag flies over Puerto Rico. While you think
it may represent freedom here, it does not represent freedom to the vast majarity of
Puerto Rican people.

The United States invaded Puerto Rico ninety years ago and it has been mili-
tarily occupied since then. There are bases all over the nation of Puerto Rico. The
United Nartions has ruled that Puerto Rico is a calony of the United States and thar
colonialism is illegal under international law. 1 believe tha it is inhumane by any
standard to subject another country or another people to what you want to do. The
United Nations has ruled that Puerto Rico is being held illegally, illegally occupied
therefore it has the right to resist that occupation. And | support that. You are going
to see evidence in this trial about the police murders of unarmed Puerto Rican men
right here in Springfield. Tha is something the Sam MelvillefJonathan Jackson
Unit felt was necessary to respond to. You will see evidence of the abusive treatment
of Puerto Rican political prisoners held in the United States.

Like me, you probably hold high value and respect for the principles on which
the American Revolution was founded, the Declaration of Independence and the
Constitution. But as | look back at those documents and what they represent, | ask
myself, | do not remember anybody conferring on this government or its military ar
police apparatus the right to engage in violations of human rights in the name of
the American people. When [ went to school as a kid 1 would do the pledge of
allegiance all the time. But, based on my experience since then, I don't feel like I
owe any blind allegiance to a system that is going to perpetuate this kind of suffering
of peaple throughout the world—including here within the United States. | men-
tioned earlier chat the question of killer cops is going to be an important issue in
this trial. When officers of the New York City Police Department beat to death a
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young Black community artist named Michael Stewact, the United Freedf::m Front
responded by supporting the Black communities in their struggle to stop killer cops.

There’s little difference between a lynching by the KKK and a police officer who
puts a bullet in the head of a young Black man, and it happens time and time again.
And lest we think the Klan is not active, I expect that we're going to have a close
look at the New York Police Department during this trial. | think what you are
going to see is the largest Ku Klux Klan chapter in the Northeast.

The sedition law and the RICO law were addressed earlier and I now want to
address them briefly.' Sedition laws in general have always been designed to break
what has been a tradition of resistance and political activity in this country,
whether it was Native American people resisting the theft of their land or slaves
trying to be free, or union leaders or anti-war activists. And this specific sedition
law, seditious conspiracy, has been almost exclusively used against Puerto Rican
Independentistas, that is, advocates for a free and independent Puerto Rico. Now
the government has expanded its use to try and target those who support Pu'erto
Rican independence. You are going to see very cleatly that 1 support Puerto Rlca'n
independence with all my heart. And I don't support it idly—I support it
actively—]I participate in the struggle. -

The government wants you to believe that three people are going to conspire to
overthrow the most powerful government on the face of the earth. Or eight peaple
as the original indictment says. Cr eighty or 800 for thar matter. That is a fabri‘ca—
tion. That goes against my political thinking. Because I don’t think there’s going
to be significant social change in this country unless a lot of people participate and
make it happen. Thar is what self-determination is all about.

They're spending over $10,000,000 on this trial to try to convince pec?ple that a
125-year sedition statute is going to keep the United States from sinking. What
they are really looking for with their $10,000,000 is a government show trial. A
propaganda trial. Sort of a version of what they used to have years ago where you
take a dissident and you put him in 2 wooden stock and try to humiliate him, deni-
grate him, criminalize him. This is what they want to use the prosecution of myself
and others for. As a warning to other political dissidents, to organizers, to revolu-
tionaries. Against those who challenge a government conducting their bloedy busi-
ness as usual.

They want to see to it that I spend the rest of my life in prison. They want to
make me bleed. One of the ways they do that is they go not just after me, but they
go after everybody with whom I'm associated—friends, family, supporters. l’\f'e had
friends subpoenaed before a grand jury that refused to testify; refused to give up
information. They have been jailed. That's called political internment. Because
you're jailed without a trial.

I was arrested in November 1984. Since 've been arrested, I've been beaten and
I've been stun-gunned. A stun gun is like an electric cactle prod. I was arrested with
my wife and our three children, who were four, six and eight at the time.’ Govern-
ment agents attempted to bribe my eight-year-old daughter at the time. She
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wouldn’t take a bribe. So they put her in a room with FBI agents and state police
and they threatened her. There was a time when these agents sitting here and thejr
colleagues were hanging from trees in the cemetery when my grandma died, because
they thoughr that they could pick up on my whereahouts, because they think that
my family is going to tum me in. [ don’t come from that kind of people. We don’t
turn each other in. We do not turn over for this government.

The treatment of the children at the time of our arrest fand that of] the children
of Thomas and Carol Manning, who were grabbed and held for rwo months incom-
municado, separate from their family members who pleaded to have them
released—and ultimately they were released after [a hunger strike brought] wide-
spread attention to the case—{reveals] the abuses chat the government is prepared
tO carry out in an attempt to not only convict me and keep me in prison, but also
to take that pound of flesh and hurt everybady that I'm associated wich.

In June of 1984 it became public knowledge of the existence of a task force called
BosLuc. You remember I said my middle name is Luc. Bos, B O S, Boston, Luc,
LU C my middle name. ! was the target. This task force existed before June of
1984, but it became public knowledge in June of 1984, It had to because they put
a bullet in the head of a kid named Ralph Richards. I read about it in the newspa-
per. How this kid had his hands up and he got shot in the head by the BosLuc
agents. | felt that buller had my name on it.

There's another reason for this prosecution and what the government js doing
that sheds some light on their incent. Not only do they want to keep me in prison,
but they want to put my wife in prison. If you listened to the prosecution earlier,
you heard them characterise our marriage and our love for each other as if it were
some kind of criminal enterprise. You know I'm separated from my three young
daughters by prison walls and my wife brings them in to visit me, but the govern-
ment isn't going to be satisfied until those three kids are orphans. That's the nature
and extent of the punishment that they want to put out to anyone who even thinks
of challenging this government’s policies. . . .

It's hard to believe that those governinent prosecutors are going to build their
careers on the backs of political prisoners and children who are left without their
parents. Bue that’s what they're doing. I wan to just briefly address the issue of the
RICO charges. Racketeering Influenced Corrupt Organizations. I can't tell you how
insulted [ am that these prosecutors charge me with being a racketeer. That law was
passed in the 1970s and it was specifically passed to be used against real gangsters
and real racketeers. “Racketeering Influenced and Corrupt Organizations”—I do
not believe has the word revolutionary in it, or political dissidenc. They're trying to
bend the law. . . . You cannot be a revolutionary and be a racketeer. [t's a contradic-
tion. It is either one or the other. You cannot support freedom struggles in South
Africa or Central America or the Black nation within this country from the founda-
tion of a criminal enterprise. It can’t be done. History shows that.

I'm neither profit-oriented nor drug-oriented. In twenty-one years of political
activity I've never done anything for personal gain or profit, Nothing. That has

On Trial 237

never been part of my motivation or intent. The government wants to charge that
bombing the office of the South African government is an act of racketeering? A
bombing that was done in response to a massacre in South Africa and to support
the struggle for freedom there. This is an act of racketeering? No, it's an expression
of support for freedom. It is that simple. If we could have Nelson Mandela here
today, or Winnie Mandela, would they think attacking an office of the racist gov-
ernment of South Africa is an act of racketeering?

The government stood up for forty-five minutes essentially saying nothing more
than that I'm a criminal and a racketeer and part of a eriminal enterprise. That’s
not true. And [ want to refute it and I want to put as much evidence in as I can to
refute it. I want to participate in certain parts of this trial to refure it. I you want
to see a corrupt and criminal enterprise let’s take a good look at the highest levels
of the United States government and what some of these military contractors are
doing. Then we’ll see what real corruption and criminality looks like.

These prosecutors do not represent the American people. They represent the
government. And, since Vietnam, | have always made an important distinction
between the two. | hope that you will. They're here to present certain interests and
I'm here to defend certain issues. | began this by talking about children.? The chil-
dren 1 began talking about were my own grandparents. They were merely children
when they had to go to work in those mills and shoe factories. My grandfather was
thirteen years old. That and my own experience I've outlined to you have laft a
deep imprint on me. And it does not leave me with any criminal intent or a crimi-
nal mind. lt leaves me with the heart of a revolutionary, somebody who's committed
to social justice.

My wife and | have a marriage. We don’t have a criminal enterprise, l love her
very much. We have three daughters. My oldest daughter is going to be thirteen day
after tomorrow. We named each of our kids after their grandmothers, one of whom
is sitting here now, and one after their great grandmother. Because we are proud of
our working class roots and we're proud of our families.

[ will remember the children of Vietnam, the suffering of those children who I
saw there. But [ also remember the beauty of their smiles. And I never have lost
sight of what human potential there is in people. This is at the heart of what mati-
vates me—imy intent, my purpose, my goals, my values, this is where it’s at. It's my
commitment. This is what the government fears. That I didn't go back to that mill
to make those shoe heels, that I took another course with my life. | have a commit-
ment to a future that holds the human potential of poor and wotking class people
as a great asset to be developed. A commitment to a future in which no child will

ever have to suffer from racism, poverty or war. A fucure where justice brings peace
for our children and generations to come.

Raymond Luc Levasseur
United States Courthouse
Springfield, MA
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Chapter Seventeen

Daniel J. Berrigan, S.].

Born in 1921, Daniel Berrigan joined the Order of Jesus in 1939 and was ordained
in 1952. In 19635, church officials exiled the young Jesuit priest indefinitely ro South
America for comments he made supporting a young Catholic man who immolated
himself in protest of the U.S. war against Vietam. Without a chance to say good-
bye to family and friends, Berrigan departed, but after months of considerable peti-
tioning pressure from students and laypeaple, the Catholic hierarchy allowed him
to return to the United States.

Daniel Berrigan and his younger brother, Philip Berrigan, were two of the most
prominent and two of the first Roman Catholic priests to serve federal sentences for
acts of political resistance in the Unired States during the antiwar and civil rights
movements. (Philip Berrigan would later leave the priesthood and cofound Plow-
shares.) Their first sentence was for burning draft cards as members of the Carons-
ville Nine in 1969.! Their two most widely publicized actions were the 1968
Catonsville raid and participation in the Plowshares Eight witness, which encailed
hammering nuclear warheads and pouring their blood on government documents
in 1980.2 Also that year, they traveled to Ireland to highlight the deplorable condi-
tions and punishments endured by some four hundred Irish political prisoners and
detainees held by the British.?

While incarcerated, the Berrigan brothers organized in prison, although they
were often held incommunicado in solitary confinement and cransferred from
prison to prison without court orders. On several oceasions they led strikes to pro-
test parole boards’ “arbitrariness and secrecy” and the Vietnam War.t They chal-
lenged abuse and corruption, initiating a strike after discovering that African
Americans and ethnic minorities working in “the prison factory for slave wages . . .
were making parts of fuses of bombs that were being dropped on Vietnam.”

Both Berrigans were heavily influenced by France’s radical worlcer-priest move-
ments, but they were radicalized by Martin Luther King, Jr.’s invitation to clergy to
march in Selma, Alabama, in 1965. It was then, according to Berrigan, that the
two “young working-class, Irish-American priests . . . stepped out of thetoric, into

710
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the reality of action, and the realm of consequence.”s Berrigan believed it necessiry
to develop strategies that were consistent with spiritual and political beliefs; “A
revolution is interesting insofar as it avoids like the plague, the plague it promised
to heal.” This led to his criticisms of the Weathermen or the Weather Underground
Organization (WUO). In 1969, the group of college-age European Americang
emerged from the ranks of Students for a Democratic Society (SDS).7 In 1970, the
Weathermen allegedly planned to detonate a bomb filled with nails ac a Reserved
Officer Training Corps (ROTC) dance, but while constructing the bomb in New
York City’s West Village, they accidentally blew up a Manhattan townhouse in
which they were working. Three members of the WUO—Teddy Gold, Diana

Oughton, and Terry Robbins—were killed in the explosion. By 1976, the Weather

Underground had disbanded.

Berrigan was also underground at this time, eluding the FBI, which sought to
arrest him for his role in the Catonsville Nine. On August 8, 1970, three days prior
to his capture, Berrigan recorded a message to the Weather Underground, caution-
ing against the use of violence to engineer political revolution: “No principle is
worth the sacrifice of a single human being.” The WUO, which decided to cease
actions with human targets, were receptive to this message.?
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Letter to the Weathermen
1972

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Ler me express a deep sense of gratitude that the chance has come o speak t
you across the underground. It's a great moment; I rejoice in the fact that we c .
start a dialogue that I hope will continue through the smoke signals, all with a vi .
to enlarging the circle. Indeed the times demand not that we narrIow our methz‘g
of communication but that we enlarge ir, if anything new or better is to eme
(I'm talking out of a set of rough notes; my idea is that | would discuss these ;
with you and possibly publish them fater, by common agreement. )

The cold war alliance between politics, labor, and the military finds many Ameri-
cans at the big end of the cornucopia. What has not yet risen in them is the que
rion of whose blood is paying for all this, what families elsewhere are being b!ac:late;-
what separation and agony and death are at the narrow end of our abundance,
These connections are hard o male, and very few come on therm, Many can hard] ,
imagine that all being right with America means that much must go wrong else?

deas

where. How do we get such a message across (0 others? It seems to me that this js -

one way of putting the very substance of our task trying to keep connections Or to
create new ones. [t's a most difficult job, and in hours of depression it seems a;Il but
l1mp055ih1e to speak to Americans across the military, diplomatic, and economic
idiocies. Yer I think we have to carry our reflection further, realizir;g that the diff.-
culty of our task is the other side of the judgment Americans are constantly makin
about persons like ourselves, This determination to keep talking with al| who see!f
a rightful place in the world, or all who have not yer awakened to any sense at all
of the real world——this, I think, is the revolution. And the United States perversel
and negatively knows it, and this is why we ate in trouble. And this is wh wZ
accept trouble, ostracism, and fear of jail and of death as the normal condz:ion
under which decent men and women are called upon to function today.
Undoubtedly, the FBI comes with Buns in pursuit of people like me because
beyond their personal chagrin and corporate machismo (a kind of debased esprit de
corps; they always get their man), there was the threat that the Panthers and the
Vietnamese have so valiantly offered. The threat is g very simple one; we are making
connections, religious and moral connections, connections with prisoners and
Cubans and Vietnamese, and these connections are forbidden under policies which
[FBI Director] ]. Edgar Hoover is greatly skilled both in enacting and enforcin
They know by now what we are about; they know we are serious, And they ai
serious about us. Just as, with mortal fear, for the last five yvears they have known
what the Vietnamese are about, and the Brazilians and Angolese and Guatemalans
We are guilty of making connections, we urge others to explore new ways of gettiné
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connected, of getting married, of educating children, of sharing goods and skills, of
being religious, of being human, of resisting. We speak for prisoners and exiles and
that silent, silent majority which is that of the dead and the unavenged as well as
the unbom. And | am guilty of making connections with you.

By and large the public is petrified of you Weather People.t There is a grear
mythology surrounding you—much more than around me. You come through in
public as embodiment of the public nightmare, menacing, sinister, senseless, and
violent: a spin-off of the public dread of Panthets and Vietcong, of Latins and Afri-
cans, of the poor of our country, of all thase expendable and cluttering, and clamor-
ous lives, those who have refused to lie down and die on command, to perish at
peace with their fate, or to drag out their lives in the world as suppliants and slaves.

But in a sense, of course, your case is mare complicaced because your rebellion is
not the passionate consequence of the stigma of slavery. Yours is a choice. It's one
of the few momentous choices in American history. Your no could have been a yes;
society realizes this—you had everything going for you. Your lives could have been
posh and secure; but you said no. And you said it by artacking the very properties
you were supposed to have inherited and expanded-—an amazing kind of turnabout.

Society, I think, was traumatized by your existence, which was the consecuence
of your choice. What to do with Vietcong or Panthers had never been a very com-
plicated matter, after all. They were jailed or shot down or disposed of by the
National Guard. But what to do with you—this indeed was one hell of a question.
There was no blueprint. And yet this question, too, was not long in finding its
answer, as we learned at Kent State.? That is to say, when the choice between prop-
erty and human life comes up close, the metaphor is once more invariably military.
It is lives that go down. And we know now that even if thase lives are white and
middle-class, they are going te lie in the same gun sights.

The mythology of fear that surrounds you is exactly what the society demands,
as it demands more and more mythology, more and more unreality to live by. But
it also offers a very special opportunity to break this myth that flourishes on silence
and ignorance and has you stereotyped as mindless, indifferent to human life and
death, determined to raise hell at any hour or place. We have to deal with this as
we go along; but from what values, whar mentality, what views of one another and
ourselves? Not from a mimicry of insanity or useless rage, but with a new kind of
anger which is both useful in communicating and imaginative and slow-burning, to
fuel the long haul of our lives.

I'm trying to say that when people look about them for lives ro run with and
when hopeless people look to others, the gift we can offer is so simple a thing as
hope. As they said about Che [Guevara], as they say about Jesus, some people, even
to this day; he gave us hope. So my hope is that you see your lives in somewhat this
way, which is to say, [ hope your lives are about something more than sabotage. I'm
certain they are. I hope the sabotage question is tactical and peripheral. [ hope
indeed that you are uneasy about its meaning and usefulness and that you realize
that the burning of properties, whether at Catonsville or Chase Manhattan or any-
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I hope you see yourselves as Che saw himself, that is to say as teachers of the
peaple, sensitive as we must be to the vast range of human life that awaits liberation,
education, consciousness. If I'm learning anything it is thar nearly everyone is i
need of these gifts—and therefore in need of us, whether or not they realize ir, |
think of alf those we so easily dismiss, whose rage against us is an index of the blank
pages of their lives, those to whom no meaning or value have ever been attached
by politicians or generals or churches or universities or indeed anyone, those whose
sons fight the wars, those who are constantly mortgaged and indebted o the con-
sumer system; and [ think also of those closer to ourselves, students who are stil]
enchanted by careerism and selfishness, unaware that the human future must be
created out of suffering and loss,

How shall we speak to our people, to the peaple everywhere? We must never
refuse, in spite of their refusal of us, to call them our brothers. I must 53y tO you as
simply as | know how; if the people are not the main issue, there simply is no main
issue and you and | are fooling ourselves, and American fear and dread of change
have only transferred themselves to a new setting,

Thus, I think a sensible, humane movement Operates on several levels at once if
it is to get anywhere. So it fays communication, yes; organizing, yes; community,
yes; sabotage, yes—as a tool. That is the conviction that took us where we Went, ta
Catonsville. And it took us beyond, to this night. We reasoned that the purpase of
our act could not be simply to impede the war, or much less to stop the war in it
teacks. God help us; if that had been our intention, we were fools before the fact
and doubly fools after it, for in fact the war went on. Still, we undertook sabotage
long before any of you. It might be worthwhile reflecting on our reasons why. We
were trying first of all to say something about the pernicious effect of certain proper-

were going, where people might follow.

My hope is that affection and compassion and nenviolence are now common

Tesources once more and that we can proceed on one assumption,

its insignia is the military or the movement.
No principle is worth the sacrifice of a single human being. That's a very hard
Statement. At various stages of the movement some have acted as if almost the
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osite were true. As people got purer and purer, more and more people have ;jeer;
locpied out for less and less reason. At one remote period of the past, the' results o
lch thinking were the religious wars, or wars of Extinclflon. P}t another t1m_e it wss
;—lll'cler he wanted a ton of purity too. Another is still with us in the war against the
P . th;:rs and the Viernamese. I think I'm in the underground because'i want Pﬁart
'r? [;one of this inhumanity, whatever name it goes by, whatever rhetoric it justifies
i
itself with. ‘ ' . '
Etse‘\?(fhen madness is the accepeable public state of mind, we're all in da.n%er, .for

adness is an infecrion in the air. And [ submit that we all breathe the infection
m N .

imes been sickened by it too.

d that the movement has ac times si ' -
al-l"i'he madness has to do with the disposition of human cgnfhct by forms if vio
lence. In or out of the military, in or out of the movement, it seems to me that we
}T d b.est call things by their name, and the name for this thing, it seems to me,bls

21
the death game, no matter where it appears. And as for myself, | would as soon be
under the heel of former masters as under the heel c_)f new ones. + nshing. and

Some of your actions are going to involve inciting com‘lhct and tras mg,l .

on a tule o
i ifficult for thoughtful people. But I came up
these actions are very difficu " e upon 3 rule of
i ight be of some help to us: Do only .
thumb somewhere which mig B nich o
it i helpful, and of course it's going p
cannot not do. Maybe it isn't very od
differently by the Joint Chiefs of Staff and an underground hgrou'puoflsane rE:r; ;,m
itical expressions of sympathy will always
women. In the former, hypocritica ons of / s e o
e. Such grief is like that of a mo
along the path of the latest rampag that ictan in a year
ization is that a movement has historic meaning only
of plague. But our realization is tha \ : :
as l1;:: pguts itself on the side of human dignity and the protection of 111;3, even of t'i;i
ion is i ing i it avoids -

i t. A revolution is interesting insofar as
lives most unworthy of such respec i p for s i avoids

i i ised to heal. Ultimarely if we wan
like the plague the plague it promise ve wa e
plague a:‘ death {a good definition), a prohuman movl:m'ent w]:tlll neitthir rpﬁuz rp::;[i:es

i inhihit freedoms nor brainwash nor tortu
to death nor fll the prisons nor inl N e Sremies
i i children, Blacks, or the poor.

nor be mendacious nor exploit women, . have o
certain respect for the power of the truth, a power which created the revolution
the first place. ' .

We mgy take it, I think, as a simple rule of thumb thar the revolut}on \[ZLH E; ;’:;}

i ttractive than
e populist and no more a
better and no more truthful and no mor o ive than those
it i i ich is to say, we are not killers, as Am

wha brought it into being. Whic e nerien o

i i i d a5 America perversely longs for us to be. ne
stigmatize us, and indee We are something

i he people who have come o

far different. We are reachers o_f t o

i iston day after day, to make it a realicy
things. We struggle to embody that visi : ; ealicy among

ive wi le are literally disarmed by knowing us;

those we live with, so that peop ; : : el
fear of change, their dread of life are exorcised, and their dread of human differen
slowly expunged. ‘ .

Ins{eadpof thinking of the underground as temporary, exotic, abrgomal, pec;:lgii};

we should start thinking of its implication as an entirely self-suf] c:lnt, m a;

internal revival community; the underground as a definition of our future. Wh
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does it mean, literally, to have nowhere to go in America, to be kicked out of
America? [t must mean—let us go somewhere in America, let us stay here and play
here and love here and build here, and in this way join not only those who [ike us
are kicked out also, but those who have never been inside at all, the Blacks and the
Puerto Ricans and the Chicanos.

Next, we are to strive to become such men and women as may, in a new world,
be nonviolent. If there’s any definition of the new man and woman, the man or
woman of the future, it seems (o me that they are persons who do violence unwill-
ingly, by exceptions. They know that destruction of property is only a means; they

[ have a greac fear of American violence, not only in the military and diplomacy,
in economics, in industry and advertising; but also in here, in me, up close, among
us.

On the other hand, I must say, I have very little tear, from firsthand experience,
of the violence of the Vietcong or Panthers (I hesitare to use the word violence),

We stand outside the culture of these athers, no matter what admiration or frater-
nity we feel with them; we are unlike them, we have other demons to battle.

But the history of the movement, in the last years, it seems to me, shows how
constantly and easily we are seduced by violence, not only as method but as an end

minimum moral sense, if any at all. Indeed ope might conclude in despair: the
movement is debased beyond recognition, I can’t be a part of . Far from giving
birth to the new man, it has only proliferated the armed, bellicose, and inflated
spirit of the army, the plantation, the corperation, the diplomat.

Yet it seems to me goad, in public as well as i our own house, to twum the ques-
tion of violence back on its trye creators and purveyors, working as we must from a
very different ethos and for very different ends. [ remember being on a television
program recently and having the question of violence thrown at me, and respond-
ing—look, ask the question in the seats of power, don’t ask me. Don’t ask me why
I broke the law; ask {Richard] Nixon why he breaks the law canstantly; ask the
Justice Department; ask the racists. Obviously, but for [Presidents Lyndon] Johnson
and [Richard] Nixon and their ferching ways, Catonsville would never have raken
place and you and I would not be where we are today; just as but for the same people
SDS would never have grown into the Wearher People or the Weather People have
gone underground. In a decenc society, functioning on behalf of it people, all of us
would be doing the things that decent people do for one another. That we are for-
bidden to act, forced to meet so secretly and with so few, is a tragedy we must live
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ing refused, on the other hand, to be kicked out of America, either by aping their
m(?lt"kliodsuc:s!?c?: L:E“trhi: fvcl)lirgtcrz;x we create. [ feel at your side across .the n}iles‘, and
I hopz Ct[hat sometime, sometime in this mad world, in this mad time, it w(;liibs
possible for us to sit down face to face, brother to brother, brotl'cLler t; ststsr,t:;s agd
that our hopes and our sweat, and the hopes and sweat andb eat hta? poars and
blood of our brothers and sisters throughout the wortld, have brought ro

for which we began.
Shalom to you.
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Chapter Eighteen

Michele Naar-Obed

tion to the impending Gulf War, she became involved with {Quaker peace activism
in Baltimore, and committed her first act of civil disobedience the day after the
bombing of Iraq began in January 1991, Naar-Obed and six others climbed on the
roof of a National Guard armory and poured oil, sand, and their blood on the build-
ing's sign. All of the activists involved were charged wich trespassing and destruc-
tion of government property. By the time they went to trial, the ground war had
ended and sanctions were devastating Iraq (in a decade U.S, €COnomic sanctions
would lead to over a million civilian deaths). Rather than try to legally maneuver
out of a prison sentence, Naar-Obed chose a stance based on political convictions,
Nevertheless, she and her codefendants were acquirted on a legal technicality, She
describes that first act of civil disobedience and the resulting trial as catalysts in her
ideological and spiritual development: “I started to see that being a peace activist
demanded more than reaction to an evenr. It's abour saying ne to, and resisting,
what is morally wrong as well as saying yes to, and living, what is right. It has since
become my full time and, hopefully, life-long commitment.”!

Following her first trial, Naar-Obed continued in direct-action peace work,
grounding her civil disobedience in spiritual and religious commitments: “[Flor me,
this work needs to be grounded in faith and with the belief that God or some Divine
Source exists. . . . Living a life of resistance to the violence of militarism in one of
the mast militarized nations in the world makes the most sense to me when [ under-
stand the significance of Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection. That, too, is a life-
long pursuit, "2

The Plowshares movement, of which Naar-Ohed is an active member, began in
1980 when then Carholic priests Daniel and Philip Berrigan and six others ham.-
mered and poured blood on two nose cones for nuclear warheads ar g General Elec-
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tric plant. Since this first act, there have been more than fifry Plowih?fres
disarmament actions. Naar-Obed describes the Plowsl.lares mo\jemenlt as '?ln e orcqi:
to bring to life Isaiah's prophecy, ‘They shall beat their SV\:’D[‘dS into plows harﬁs ?ln
spears into pruning hooks. Nartion shall not wage war against nation nor g a g'ley
dy war any more.”” In May 1996, Naar-Obed was a defendant in the ]1.1 ilee
;f;wshares East trial, for her involvement in an Augu:?t 7, 1995, act of cw&l d1scibe—
dience in which she and three others symbolically dlsar‘med a fast at:tail nuc Ea;
submarine at the Newport News, Virginia, shipyards, wthl.Ee on the same Cay twoFo
their friends symbolically disarmed a Trident nuclear mlSSIIF‘: on Fhe Vgesft 0‘351:. or
her role in this act of civil disobedience, Naar'ObeclI was 1mpnso'n.e:‘ ord_tlalg teeE
months, As a condition of her parcle, she was pFOhlblted from v151ti:}% P:e ]olna
House, a Christian Resistance community in Ba[tl1more 'founded b',]; P c; ip ! Z.{mg;n
and other peace activists in 1973, where she had lived with her hushand an augh-
terlioerlc‘l(;?trisohn to her two trials for Plowshares actions, Nae?r-'Obed has beekr: tried in
numetous smaller trials. For her nonvio}ent po}itical activism, she has been sen-
i d jail terms on several occasions. o
terxsghgor g?:?:r;ﬁgctijon of essays, Matemat Conwictions, on community, spirituality,
and nonviolent resistance (abridged version of which appears belo.w) and numggu‘;
articles for Year One and various Catholic Worker newsletters, Mu:hel;i Naaﬁ- he1
currently lives with her husband, Greg Boertje—Obec':l, a.nd their daug ter, Rac f:ci
at the Loaves and Fishes Catholic Worker Community in thluth, Ml.n'nesota, Sns
continues to write, speak, and act on behalf of peace and in opposition ro 1U.S.

militarism.
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Maternal Convictions: A Mother Beats a
Missile into a Plowshare (Abridged)

SPIRITUAL OPPRESSION

We are the only nation in the world that has ever dropped a nuclear weapon on
human beings. We have spent more than $12 trillion for war and war preparations
since 1945, Approximately $6 trillion of chat has been spent on nuclear weapons.
Qur annual military budget is larger than the GNP of eight industrialized nations
combined.

Why do so many people bury their heads in the sand with the help of mind-
numbing television, drugs, alcohol and marterial consumption while our societal net
unravels? Qur ciries are dying, the quality of public education is rapidly declining,
health care is abysmal, the number of families living below the poverty line is ever-
increasing, and this nation incarcerates more people per capita than any other
industrialized nation in the world,

Life—sustaining and community-enhancing resources are decreasing exponen-
tially. A country which is still viewed by most of the world as the richest and strong-
est is dependent on rwo death-dealing industries which dominare: weapans
production and sales, and the prison industry,

Our air and warer are polluted, our food is contaminated, and cancer has reached
epidemic proportions. While most people point their finger at Joe Camel and the
evil tobacco industry, there is a large body of evidence to condemn nuclear fallout
from both weapons tests and accidents for much of the increase in lung cancer,
according to the Worldwatch Insticuce and many other independent researchers
and analysts. In September 1997 the National Cancer Institute released a study
attributing 75,000 American citizen cancer cases to U.S. above ground nuclear test-
ing in the 1950s and 1960s. According to the U.S. government itself—[Envi-

devastation of our nacural environment. They are virtually held unaccountable by
the standard checks and balances and governmencal regulations. Even when suc-
cessfully sued by the states for violations of national environmental law, the Penra-
gon is able ro overtumn all challenges in the appellate courts. They are essentially

mMents were carried our on poor, pregnant mothers to study the effect of radioactiv-
ity on the fetus, on the mentally impaired, and on prisoners. Soldiers were sent to
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explosion sites as human guinea pigs—no more than test animals—ro study the
effects of nuclear fallout at varying distances from ground zero. N

This was revealed by Energy Secretary Hazel O'Leary [in the Cl‘inton Admmls‘-
tration] somewhat after the time of the Iraq massacre, when Amf‘mcans were noti-
fied that Saddam Hussein had gassed the Kurds. Neither behaviar is excusable; wake
up, Americal Something just as evil and criminal happened right hE.ETE to us..

Some of us from the Atlantic Life Community handed out informational leaflets
about these nuclear experiments. Expecting the response to be outrage at the goy-
ernment and possibly a willingness to stand with us, we fo‘ur}d instead that a com-
mon response was to tear the leaflet into pieces and throw it in our faces, EVEI:I that
was actually a little more tolerable than watching people toss the [eaﬂ'et aside as
they might a candy bar wrapper. At least the first response showed emotion.

This made me realize how difficult it is to change hearts and minds about our
military policies that victimize people on the other si.de of the world lwhen mos;;
people don't seem to care about what's happening right here to their sons an
daughters, sisters and brothers, and mothers and fachers. _ .

} heard a Palestinian man spealc about a group of people seeking to .nclm\rlolently
resist Israeli occupation of their land. He challenged his fellow Pa.lestmlans to ﬁ-nd
300 people who would literally be willing to give their lives to resist the oppressive
occupation nonviolently. Within days 300 people came forward and they began a
series of nonviolent actions to reclaim their [and. . .

A young man from South Africa told of how universwy.studems would give up
their education to join resistance groups during apartheid. Central Arnm:u:ans
formed faith-based communities that are an envy to many of us North Amer.mz}ns.

These people were willing to give up their individual desires and t’aven their lives
for the communal good. They make sacrifices thar most of us don’t even d.are to
think about. Hearing these stories, I wonder why in our country it’s‘often 50 dtlfﬁc‘uit
to get more than a handful of people to come to a vigil or even think about risking
arrest,

One reason that comes to mind is that our oppression is much more subtle a'nd
insidious. It is more spiritual than physical in nature. Our oppressors work 1'3‘{ t'akmg
over our hearts and minds rather than our “homelands."” They work on stripping us
of everything we know to be human and decent and loving. They fill us WL}'.h images
to make us afraid and to make us feel meaningless unless we have certain thmgs.
They work on making us believe that bombs are peacemaker§ and plowshares activ-
ists are violent. The idea of a know-nothing Generation X is marketed to become

- ing prophecy.
: sgfef;iiill:h fhi b?[liorf—dollar Wall Sereet goods'and-politicai-serviczlzs propagand‘a
ad machine, many Americans are beginning to realize that the Afnc-ncan Dream is
a lie. They are grasping that the void cannot be filled with materialism, consumer-
ism or arrogant superiority. . :

Our souls yearn for community. It's natural to love and trust. It is not nacural to
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kill, and it is not natural for a nacion to be so obsessed with killing. We want com-
munity with each other and with our natural environment,

For most people, this spiritual discomfort has become a little more noticeable.
For others, it has become unbearable. Jesus' warmning now makes sense. Don't be
afraid of those who can harm your body and do no more. Fear instead the one who
can kill both body and soul and cast your soul into damnation (Luke 11: 4-5).

How do we resist this spiritual occupation? Where do we turn for guidance and
example! How do we differentiate between truth and lies? Can we overcome our
fears and misconceptions and come together as sisters and brothers? Can we go
beyond our own self-interests and act as if we had the best interest of the next seven
generations in mind? These are just some of the questions we must address if we
have any hope of preserving our identity, our existence, and more importantly, our
very souls.

THE PLOWSEIARES WITNESS

There are numerous books written on the subject of the plowshare witmess. The
most complete, Swords into Plowshares, by Sr. Anne Montgomery and Art Laffin,
gives an analysis and summary of every plowshare action up to 1996 and is an excel-
lent resource, especially for anyone interested in direct disarmament.!

The plowshare witness is an attempt to bring Isaiah’s vision (Isaiah 2:4) to life.
It envisions a time when all of God's people come together on the Holy Mountain
to live as sisters and brothers. They come disarmed, personally and communally, It
is a time when enemies put aside their differences and live together as described in
the Peaceable Kingdom (Isaiah 11:6-9).

If we believe that the word of God applies to every generation throughout all of
time, then we, this curtent generation of God's children, are called to bring the
Word to life. This effort won't make sense to one who believes that the prophecies
died with the prophets, or that our social responsibilities ended with Christ’s cruci-
fixion. It also won’t make sense to one who believes in a final apocalyptic event
resulting in the second coming of Christ to collect “the saved.”

It will only make sense if one believes that we are tequired to live out God's
commandments and God’s vision, not only in our personal lives, but in our profes-
stonal, communal, national, and international lives as well. It will make sense if we
believe we have the responsibility to live out God’s kingdom on earth: “thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven.” It will make more sense if we believe that it is the
Christian responsibility to follow the nonviolent examples of Jesus as recorded in
the Sermon on the Mount. It will only become palatable if one believes that the
resurrection of the spirit through the Divine power of God is greater than persecu-
tion and that God has the final word even over death.

The plowshares witness is an act of direct disarmament, but the means are, in
reality, symbolic. We who choose this witness beat the swords of our time, but we

A Mother Beats a Missile into a Plowshare 253

do this with small household hammers intending to convert, not destroy. We often
spend months together in preparation and in prayer so that we can carry forth this
action, not with malice or hate, but filled with hape and love for God's Creation.
Thus our hammering is minimal and meant to be a symbolic attempt to begin the
process of conversion.

Another symbol commonly used in plowshares witnesses is blood. The blood is
often our own and is clinically drawn by a medical professional. It is poured out on
the weapon to expose its destructive nature. During a time when weapons are
becoming more high-tech, when soldiers can push buttons to destroy people thou-
sands of miles away without having to see, hear, or smell death, and when the vic-
tims are referred to as “collateral damage,” the pouring out of our blood is an
attempt to make visible the bloody reality of war.

On a spiritual level, the blood also represents the blood of Christ. It is the blood
of the new covenant, which requires love of enemy, forgiveness, and compassion.

Generally, plowshare witnesses are carried out on weapons that are nuclear-capa-
ble. These weapons not only violate God’s law, but international law as well. The
use, or threatened use, of weapons that cannot discriminate between soldier and
civilian and are capable of mass destruction is illegal even under our own Constitu-
tion. Additionally, our Constitution states that international law supersedes local,
state and federal law. So we have not only a moral right, but a legal right to use
nonviolent direct action to stop the threat of criminal activity inherent in the man-
ufacture of these weapons,

Another component of the plowshare witness is to stay with and take responsibil-
ity for the action after it's completed. This often means that we have to search our
authorities to explain our act, and we artempt to indict them for participating in
criminal activity under international law. We make no attempt to run or hide from
our witness. To do so would reduce it to an act of vandalism.

Generally speaking, our indictments against the povernment and weapons manu-
facturers are ignored and we are the ones who are indicted, charped, and almost
always convicted. The most common charges are trespass and destruction of govern-
ment property, although some vindictive prosecutors have charged folks with sabo-
tage.

The government has become very adept at silencing us in court. They have rou-
tinely invoked an “in limine’* motion preventing us from even using the words
“international law" or “my religious beliefs” in our defense. In essence, the motion
makes it impossible to speak about our moral, religious or political motivations
without being further charged with contempt of court. Prosecution of the action is
reduced to: Were you there? Did you intend to hit the weapon with the hammer?
If s0, you are guilty of trespass and destruction of property. If it wasn’t such a flagrant
display of injustice, it would be almost comical. Actually, in spite of it al, it is some-
times laughable.

Jail is almost inevitable, alchough there have been some judges who have shown
their support in the sentencing phase, giving short or no jail terms at all. On the
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average, prison senterices range from one to three years. None of us seek imprison-
ment, but we accept it as a consequence. Some accept it more joyfully than others,
The jail withess often becomes a focal point and a reminder. Most Americans have
notoriously short atrention spans and the person in jail tends to nudge our con-
sciences and challenge us with questions that would be easier left unanswered and
forgotten.

Is symbolic direct disarmament a violent action? That's a question that has
caused divisions even amongst the radical Catholics who agree with the practice of
civil disobedience.

The standard Webster dictionary gives the definition of violence as “the exertion
of a physical force so as 1o injure or abuse.” Although this is a narrow definition, at
least part of the answer lies in the issue of intent. Individually and communally, the
intent of the plowshare witness is to symbolically convert. We don't use major
wrecking devices and we don't go with hopes of doing as much damage as possible
before being caught. We often are in a position to stop acting when we feel the
symbols have been brought to life and then to search out authorities to explain the
symbolism of our work.

Is it possible to do violence to property that has no righe, morally or legally, to
exist? For property to be recognized as such means that it has a proper and life-
enhancing role for the good of society and creation. The weapons we chaose to act
on are primarily first strike, nuclear-capable weapons which, if used, can destroy all
Creation as well as prohibit the normal reproduction of life for generations ro come,
if not destroy it altogether. By their very existence, they endanger and intimidate
and hold the entire world hostage, creating an immoral ethic of mighr makes right.
Their illegality reduces them to dangerous contraband which would, under all other
circumstances, be disassembled or destroyed.

Governments appear to be unwilling or incapable of making any honest efforts
toward real disarmament. Politicians are stuck in the muck and mire of greed and
power. Assuming that decisions in a democracy are made by “we the people,” then
“we the people” are trying to bring the issues of disarmament to debate through the
plowshare witness.

Contrary to government belief, there is no plowshare organization. Individuals
moved by their consciences come together to pray and discern. Out of that prayer
and reflection, an action plan may go forward. The first plowshares witness occurred
in 1980. Since then, there have been sixty worldwide.

GOOD NEWS PLOWSHARES

I have participated in two of them [Plowshares acts]. The first, which we called the
Good News Plowshares, took place on April 7, 1993, Good Friday. Kathy Boylan,
Greg Boertje-Obed and I had spent many months in preparation together. Greg
and I were married just three weeks before the action.
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Our witness took place at the Newport News shipyard in Virginia. One of the
largest shipyards on the East Coast, the majority of its contract work is for the mi‘ii—
tary. Through public record, we were able to find out that it had contracts for aic-
craft carriers and fast attack nuclear submarines.

Our hope was to locate the fast attacks, which we leamed would house twelve
vertical launch cruise missiles that could be either nuclear or conventionally tipped.
Cne cruise missile is capable of causing seventeen times the damage done to Hiro-
shima. Twelve missiles would cause 204 times more damage. We were able to verify
that fast attack subs have a role in a first strike scenario and are considered to be a
violation of international faw. . .

At approximately 3 a.m., with blood, hammers, banners, and indictments in
hand, we cut a hole in the chain link fence, slid down an embankment and made
our way through the massive shipyard. We had no idea where we were going and
were counting on the Spirit to guide us.

Time seemed distorted, like in a dream, burt at some point before dawn, we licer-
ally ran into a submarine on dry dock. It was surrounded by scaffolding and the top,
which is where we needed to go in order to hammer on the launching tubes for the
cruise missiles, was about sixty-eighty feet up.

'm not too fond of heights; once we reached a height of about twenty feet, I was
ready to pour the blood, hit the massive hull with the hammer a few times, tie our
banner to the scaffolding, and wait for a crane to get us down. Kathy and Greg kept
climbing and, finally, so did I. When we reached the top, we saw a makeshift canvas
tent. There, inside, were the launching tubes with their massive steel hatch covers
open. ‘

We poured our blood into the tubes, found a hunk of metal that appeared to line
the inner part of the tube, removed it and hammered on the lip of the tube. We
spray painted “Christ Lives—disarm," *'Love,” and “Christ’s cross.” We hung up
banners and sat together in prayer. We then introduced ourselves to some nearby
workers, assured them we were acting nonviolently, and suggested they find a secu-
rity officer. ‘

During the actual witness, [ felt as if | were in an altered state of mind. It was
almost like watching another force use my body to carry out the act. I was in it but
not in it. Once we broke that state of mind, the reality of being eighty feet up hir,
and [ could not imagine going down all that scaffolding. When we were finally

escorted down, we learned that the other side of the sub had a sturdy and wide
stairwell with hand railing set up against it. What a relief!

After many hours of interrogation by shipyard security and Navy investigators,
we were brought before a magistrate and then to the city jail.

We had previously decided that we would not pay a bond to be released before
trial and we would represent ourselves in court. Our testimony would be simp[(_a and
spoken from the heart. It would be close to five months before we were finished
with two trials; one for the misdemeanor trespass charge for which we were fined



256 Michele Naar-Obed

$100, and the second for the felony destruction of property charge for which we
received an eight-month sentence.

With the time already spent in jail and calculated good time, we had already
completed our sentence. In essence, we were tried, convicted, sentenced and
released all in one day. The witness was complete.

JUBILEE PLOWSHARES WITNESS

The second plowshare witness was a bit more complicated and as of this writing, [
am still living through the consequences. This witness took place August 7, 1995,
the fiftieth anniversary of the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Our daughter
Rachel was ten months old. The Jonah House community was ready and willing to
support Greg and help raise her. But leaving her was a gut-wrenching decision for
me.

Our group was divided into Fast and West Coast components, and we called our-
selves the Jubilee Plowshares East and West. Our name was to symbolize the Year
Jubilee, which, biblically, was the year when debts would be forgiven and the poor
would be liberated. Qur hope was to be liberated from the threar and debt of nuclear
weapons.

The West Coast group was able to enter Lockheed-Martin plant and make their
way into a room where casings for the D5 Trident nuclear missiles were made. They
hammered on the casings and poured blood on classified documents, were arrested,
and remained in jail while awaiting trial. They were charged by the federal govem-
ment with destruction of property, then convicted and sentenced to ten months in
prison plus two years of supervised release (probation). They refused to cooperate
with the conditions of supervised release, and both participated in another, the
Prince of Peace, plowshares at a shipyard in Maine [and received] prison sentences
for that action.

Qur East Coast group made its way, once again, into the Newport News shipyard,
walking by numerous security guards and checkpoints, as if we were invisible. This
time we walked down a dack where three fast attack submarines were located. We
got on board one that had the launching tubes installed and the hatches open.
Again we hammered, poured blood, hung up banners and prayed. After a while, we
were able to get the attention of a worker and to suggest that he inform security.

We were originally charged by the state bur those charges were eventually
dropped in lieu of federal govemnment prosecution. The shipyard CEOs were highly
embarrassed and livid that an ordinary group of people could get into a high security
area undetected once again. They wanted to be certain that prosecution would be
hard and heavy.

Two members of our group experienced personal crises while in jail. We all
bonded out to regroup and support each other. Amy eventually plea-bargained wich
the state, while Rick, Erin, and I faced federal charges which included three counts
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of saborage, destrucrion of property and conspiracy. We were facing a maximum of
forty-five years in prison and $1.5 million in fines! . .

After much discussion, we decided to put on a serious legal defense and six law-
yers (more of them than us) volunteered their services. They researched cases and
worked up a string of motions in order to ensure that we wou.td not be .gagged l:.w an
in limine motion. We had expert wimesses prepared to tesnfy about mtematmn?l
law vis-a-vis the first strike capability of the fast attack subr.narme. We had Cafhohc
bishops willing to testify that we were motivated by our falthl and understandmgfof
the Scriptures. We had people willing to fast and pray out‘51fie the couthouse or
the duration of the trial and we had a sympathy reporter willing to do daily feature
aﬂll:zlﬁzwing months of preparasion, we went to our preliminary hearing \jvhere the
motions to set the formart of the trial would be heard. Twer}ty-one motions were
presented by our lawyers and twenty-one motions were denied by Judge Rebecca
Smith. There would be no expert witness testimony and we would not he .allowed
to talk about our religious, pelitical or moral views, or mention the words interna-
tional law. Grounds for a conviction of sabotage were reduced c‘lown to: did we
intend to hit the metal with the hammer? If so, we had therefore mtendEEd to pre-
vent the U.S. from defending itself in the event of war. It was an absurd ]udgmen't
and even the prosecutor was shocked. He immediately offered to drop all charges if
we pled guilty to one count of conspiracy to damage BOVETTImENt property.

Rick, Erin and I spent four days together in prayer and discernment. We were
physically, emotionally and spiritually tired. Our choices were to go ahead w1t£1 a
kangaroo court trial, face inevitable convictions on all five counts, and hgpe tt alt
we could win an appeal, or accept the plea bargain. We chose the. latter. El‘ln,.RlC N
and [ were sentenced to eight, nine and eighteen months in prison, .re‘specmvely.
Four of Erin’s eight months would be spent on home conﬁr:xement. Addirionally, ;:e
were given fines and restitution and three years of supervised release‘ (some of the
conditions of supervised release are detailed in the essay on community).

Accepting the plea bargain was an incredibly hard decision to ma-lke and one flor
which 1 still have not forgiven myself. I began the process of preparing for the wit-
ness while I was pregnant with Rachel. The witness was to be my glft‘ to herland to
all the children of the world. When we did the action, it was like giving birth all
over again. It was an act that made the hope and promise of a better tomorrow
ah;"el';e witness took on a life of its own and 1 believed it was my responsibility to
nurture it, defend it, and keep it alive while rhe powers that be wanted to cllestroy
it. When I accepted that plea bargain, I felt as if [ were tumning my back on it. 'I let
it down. I no longer had the strength to defend it. With much remarse, 1 let it go
with the hope that its life would be picked up and nourished by God and by otl'l'\:.ars
stronger than me. Maybe that's how the family of Moses felt when they floated him
down the Nile in a basket. ‘

The criticism of my decision to plea bargain is self-imposed. My community, and
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friends from the larger worldwide disarmament community, supported it. Nobody,
to my knowledge, condemned us, The significance of the witness was not changed
or diminished by accepting the plea. However, it still remains a decision that I will

have to come to terms with. I continue to learn from it, and, in the process, grow
deeper in fairh.

ON COMMUNITY

Peaple live in a Erowing state of fear of neighbor, both domestic and abroad. Fear
and isolation seem to work in a sick symbiosis. The more one fears, the more one
isolates, and the more one isolates, the more one fears, This twisted psycholagical
development makes it very easy for the government o demonize and dehumanize
people. Every young black male becomes suspect, foreigners become likely terrorists,
poor people become lazy welfare trash, and on and on.

Thus, the significance and benefits of living communally grow more and more
profound. It's an experience in which one constantly learns about human interac-
tion and group dynamics.

We discern and pray topether as a community and in the context of our faith,
Our willingness to trust one another is essential to our existence.

I became especially aware of that during my last prison term, Rachel was essen-
tially raised by Greg and other community mernbers while | completed the Jubilee
witness prison terrn. They were willing, and I had to ler them, make the day-to-day

decisions about her life. ] had to trust thar they would love her and discipline her

Rachel thrived during my absence. She was given much love, and she in tum
enriched the lives of those around her. Through this experience, she learned that
her family goes beyond the bloodline. It will, we hope, help her to realize that she
is part of a much larger family, the human farnily, and thar all people are her broth-
ers and sisters. Understanding this, being able to connect and identify with the
human family, makes it harder to kill or allow a government to kill in our names,

Jonah House is part of an extended community which includes many of the
Catholic Worker (CW) communities, though Jonah House jrself is not a CW
home. These communities differ from Jonah House in thae a large part of the CW
vision includes hospitality or direct service to the poor, and the majority of worker
houses are funded by donation. The CW communities are much more experienced
in breaking down the barriers of class and race through their efforts to [jve commu-
nally and equally with the poor.

Together, our communities make up, in the eastern states, a loose-knit larger
group known as the Alantic Life Community (ALC). The ALC meets twice each
vear to share and reflect together, strengthen our bonds, and deepen our commit-

i
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mernts to peace and justice. chi: also try to an.&t at least once during the year 1o
ici i blic witness denouncing violence. '
parStil;ﬁth;,n (?\)I?/l; and peace communities in the Southieast, Mldwe:t,fz;?ri West
Coast gather periodically in work and support; there are also artempts to com-
ity i ionally. ‘
m%(/meq;;:;f rzcl,alt;: [;E;nZing into a time for community awareness ofdouF dt.nterlcliepen_
dence on each other. While each may always be autonomous in deciding oW to
live the vision of peace and justice, we cannot look at ourselves as separate ;:tmebs,
There is great strength in our unity; at a time when thf: govemnment seems to be
more oppressive and intolerant of dissent, that strength is imperative. bome wi
As [ write this, I am forbidden by the fecie‘rjal courts o returm tlo my(1 " wit
the Jonah House community.* This is a condltmn.o‘f SUPE"V}S&C; re e}z;?le ;;:ﬁ] ,:t]:m)
which will last for three years as a result of my parthipﬂt,an in the Ju l1J ee : share
witness. This is also a clear example of the government's ‘aﬂzemp't to break up com.
munity, knowing that resistance is virtually meosmbli'wtt. OLI:\t] 1;0[1( " t
Upon release from federal prison, I was fm“ced o live th 0 o ) " Rmﬁel
probation requirements. In order for our family to be tolgetler, reg d eac e
had to relocate from Jonah House to Norfo.llc. It was a painfu sifp?rangnShe hv;ry_
one, especially Rachel. In addition to keeping her from those s ehog?/ ]:;ile thea E?io
be taken out of her Headstart program that she en‘]oyed very much. e the Oh .
cials in the government may think they are hurting me, it was r;}/ e;ugd] Cw hD
took the brunt of this spiteful tacric. Senator Barbara M1¥<uisic1 D- aryta?e ;E ath-
olic bishops and hundreds of friends w.rlote the probation department req sting
eturn home, to no avail. ‘
th?;la]:i:iiztl?oii tcc(; 1l.Jeing banned from Jonah House, I was furtlher Forbldfden ﬁ'omE the
Norfolk Catholic Worker. This community was Very supportive of us after our plow-
shares action and remained so during our terms in prison. _

By imposing such restrictions on plowshare activists, d;‘l& ‘gmlfernr-nt'en e our
work both as peacemalkers and in service to tllle poor as crimina ziajctix;?y.t Orme to
enter the Norfolk CW house to make sandwmbes for tl-ie 'smiet re; aih, ° to go
to Mass, or to join in a bible study, are all considered criminal acts. In ccl} w(; :erh?,
to live out my faith is a crime. Never before ha:s the govemmernlt ;om; ‘ ot ben this
particular way on a peace activist, and there is great potentlla czir g is oBa COTE
the new trend. (Indeed, the next \%[clx-lwsharﬁs pnsg);far tgfl;ef;z Ic}egzz i,n }tgz:f leggsl; y),

i return to the C ome he and his wi ., VA.
waé}ic;:lﬁiiisfand I were able to stay with a fri.end of the Norfo;l: C}\eragc‘i were
able to find creative ways with the CW community to support Ie;ac:l Et ]S[ N ;}r}ttu-
ally, we were all able to movebto the Loaves. &tFéshes CW in Duluth, » Where

i til my probation is terminated.
we(?:i?&:gnrzzd:e‘rlnnarkab;/ypresiﬁent and Rache! has adapted well to alll\ghe chsniges_
Her extended family and circle of friends has grown tnlﬂ:merfdously. :vt;rtwe ess,
our family has been forced into exile. Trying to keep things in Perspec;;eéf 5 are
experiencing a small taste of what refugees from war-torn countries must feel. Op a
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positive note however, the government has provided us with the opportunity to
strengthen community ties between the East Coast and the Midwest.

Qut of this experience again raise the idea that we look at our communities as
interdependent, recognizing autonomy yet realizing we exist for a bigger reason.

Can we become flexible enough to move within this wider understanding of com-
munity so that we can offer each other very real and pracrical support? Can we poal
our resources and creativity so that we can cantinue to act faithfully yet deal with
our limitations as human beings? Can we open ourselves up to one another, chal-
lenge and really walk with each other so that lsaiah’s vision and Christ's example
stay aljve?

I believe that not only can we do this, but we have already begun to do it. The
outpouring of support for Greg, Rachel and me has been incredible. I feel certain
thar the support we received was much more than personal and thar there is a recog-
nition that the act of resistance we did as family is necessary and needs ro continue,

NOTES

Excerpted from Michele Naar-Obed, Maternal Convictions: A Mother Beats a Missile into a
Plowshare {Maple, Wisc.: Laurentian Shield Resources for Nonviolence, 1998).

1. Editor's nate: See Arthur J. Laffin and Anne Montgomery, eds., Swords into Plowshares:
Nonwiolent Direcr Action for Disarmament (San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1987).

2. Editor’s note: Isaiah 2:4: “They shall beat their swords inco plowshares and their spears
into prming hooks. Nation shall not war against nation nor shall they study war any more,”

3. Editor's note: Morions “in limine” seek 1o anticipate and control the trial’s conduet.

4. Editor’s note: Upen release from prison, Michele Naar-Obed, dye ro probation require-
ments, was prohibited from returming to Jonah House. She lived in exile of her home for
sixteen months, She, her husband, and daughter Spent six months with a friend from the
Norfalk Catholic Workers, who had been supporters of the plowshare action and alsg housed
other activists. For the next ten months, Naar-Obed's family lived with the Loaves and Fishes
Catholic Worker community in Duluth, Minnesota. In defiance of probation, she and her
family decided to retum to Jonah House, Two months later, U.8. marshals arrested Michele

Tequirements, she was released in June 2000 and remained with her family in Jonsh House

until June 2002, The family currently resides with Duluth’s Loaves and Fishes Cartholic
Worker community.

Chapter Nineteen

Linda Evans, Susan Rosenberg,

and Laura Whitehorn

Bom in Fort Dodge, lowa, in 1947, Linda Evans began her political activis;:n i‘n
1965, when she became involved with antiracist organizing as a .studenht at Michi-
gan State University. She worked with Students for a Democrat}c Sot_:lety {SDS),
organizing against the war in Vietnam and in support of Bla.ck liberation. In 1969
she traveled to Vietnam as part of a delegation from the antiwar movement. E_vans
was first arrested in 1970 on conspiracy charges of crossing state lines t? incite a
riot, and transportation of weapons. These charges were linked to Evans's work as
an SDS regional organizer; charges were eventually dropped on the grm{nds of gov-
emment misconduct: the prosecution’s evidence was collected through illegal wire-
taps.! By this time the Federal Bureau of Investigation (EBI)s CQINTELPRO had
begun a systematic attack on SDS, including the use of extensive wiretaps and
infiltrations.? In the early 1970s, Evans moved to Texas, where she was ac'twe in tl.‘le
women’s liberation movement and the leshian community, and i}wolved in orgaruz;
ing support for grassroots African American and Chicano/Mexicano mov?men'ts'.

She was a member of a political guerrilla street thearer group, an a.ll-w-omen s politi-
cal band, and a political women’s printing and graphics collecm‘re in Tex?s. She
organized against the Ku Klux Klan, forced sterilization, and palice brutality anFi
fought racism, white supremacy, and Zionism as a member of the John BFown Antij-
Klan Commitree. She was also active in building solidarity for Soutlh. African, Pales-
tinian, and Central American liberation movements and organizing support for
U.S. political prisoners. In 1985, fifteen years after her first arrest, Ev.ansl was arreste&l
on charges of making false statements to acquire weapons. By thvf time si:xe he.x

developed an openly revolutionary stance in opposition to U.S. {mperlahsm in
Latin America, southern Africa, and other regions, and was working to develop
clandestine armed struggle as a component of revolutionary strategy.t Alcthough
Evans’s legal counsel informed her that she would likely receive a ﬁve‘year.sentence
because of her political affiliations, the judge sentenced her to the maximum for

e ek ]
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each charge, and ordered thar time be served consecutively: Linda Evans received g
forty-year sentence.s She was also charged in the “Resistance Conspiracy” case
while in prison and sentenced to federal prison in California, During her imprison-
ment, Evans worked ag “faithouse lawyer,” organized for prisoners’ rights,5 and

worked as an HIV/AIDS peer counselor and educator. With Eve Goldberg, she

worked with the Black Acupuncture Advisory of North America.? Rosenberg
became involved with antiracist activism as g high school student in the early
1970s, organizing support for the Black Liberation and Puerto Rican independence
struggles. She was involved with the student, antiwar, and women’s movernents.
After going underground in the early 1980s, Rosenberg was arrested in New Jersey
in 1984 on weapons possession charges. She was convicted and sentenced o fifry-
eight years, sixteen rimes the national average for such an offense. The judge cited
her political ideology as the reason for his decision.® Rosenberg had previously been
charged in the 1981 “Brink’s Robbery” case in New York, but these charges against
her were dismissed for lack of evidence.i® She had also been accused of being a
participant in the escape of Assata Shakur from prison. As a result of her SUppoert
for the Black Liberation Army, the FBI targeted Rosenberg.!! [n 1988, she was
charged in the “Resistance Conspiracy” case, but these chazrges were also eventually
drapped. In spite of over ten years in various forms of isolation and maximum-secy-
rity conditions she continged to actively organize, teach, write, and overcome, She
spent the last five years inside working as a writer and an HIV/AIDS peer educator
and teacher. Her writing has appeared in journals and anthologies, including Crimi.
nal Injustice and Doing Time: Tiventy-Five Years of Prison Writing.12 She obtained her
master's degree in writing in 2000. Along with Linda Evans, Susan Rosenberg was
granted clemency by Presidene Clinton in 2001. Since her release, Rosenberg has

from Radcliffe College in 1966, and received her master's degree fr
University, before deciding to leave graduate school because academi
seemed to her a poar place for the kind of activism she felt was needed. Before her

for COINTELPRO Litigation and Research to expose the FBI’s COINTELPRO and
organized in supporr of political prisoners and Puerto Rican prisoners of war and in
support of prisoness’ rights. She alsg worked actively in support of the Black Panther
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Party and the Black Power movement. In the Boston area she collaboratedbv.{iltlh
others to establish a women'’s school and helped lead a takeaver of a Harva;d{ ‘LEld.‘
's i in the war in Vietnam, an action that indi-
ing to protest Harvard's involvement in ¢ i ‘ that ind
;Eftl llz:d to the establishment of a women’s center in Cambrildge that is still 1rl1t
exist‘iznce Several years later, during the infamous Boston busing cl:t?ntmiversy 0
1974, she organized white leftists to defend the homes gf bllack famc;hes I\\\]fm '}VSEE
’ i i k. In the late 1970s she moved to New
he targets of white supremacist attac ] .
E:ie ar%d joined the John Brown Anti-Klan Committee to ﬁght‘ 'rviute.su.premacy
anziy Zionism and the Madame Binh Graphics Collective, an antz-tlmper:ahst.rfom'
en’s art group. In the early 1980s she went underground to engage in more militant
forms of solidarity and resistance, hoping to build a clandestine revolutionary 1_ll'noveci
ment. It 1985, she was arrested by the FBI in Baltimore, and was evenmélly ¢ -arge”
' ’ 113 .
i iracy” he time of the “Resistance Conspiracy
in the “Resistance Conspiracy” case. At ¢ : :
;Edictment Whitehorn had served three years in prison. S}he \Erlas placed under
' i i escape
“ i ion" and was denied bail on the grounds that she was an
e e o an i hat she chose to live by “revolu-
i based on a statement she made in court tha
E;Zﬁaizr;zd E1l11.1rnar1 principles.” Whitehorn was sentenced to twenty-three years
H "
the “Resistanice Conspiracy” case. . —
forWhiEe imprisoned, Whitehorn worked on HIV/AIDS peer leducatlccgn. ;Tl;rfugh
in pri ibuted her artwork o publications and exhibitions,
out her years in prison she contri : e o S otons
i jor logies, including Cages of Steel an
and articles to journals and antho ) ir « s f clon-
lumn in Prison Legal News. In August ) ‘
fmement as well as a regular co < -] bt
i etion of her sentence g
horn was released from prison upon comp T nee ;
out["—i e., completing the sentence less federally mandated good'tm'u.e ). She <:|.1rf
rently lives in New York City with her lover, Susie Day, and organizes in supplojrot g
olitical prisoners. She has worked since her release as an associate editor at " ,
gnationai magazine for those affected by HIV, focusing on HIV and hepatitis C in
. Dns‘ 113 ! 4 1t
th?ﬂlfflshree women are known for their roles in the “Resistance ConsP‘Lrach cise.
In 1988, Linda Evans, Susan Rosenberg, and Laura Whitehorn, along with .aln ytzl
Buck T’im Blunk, Alan Berkman, and Elizabech Duke (who n}ever vlv.ept Eobmablems
s still : i i to carry out eight political bombing
is still at large), were charged with conspiracy fica) pombings
i 1983 to 1985. Targets of the bombing
in Washington, D.C., and New York from : 5
izciuded tﬁe U.S. Capitol, to protest the invasion of Grenada, anod Etlhe: South Afrrt
for the apartheid regime. Other targets con-
can consulate, to oppose U.S. support : roreers
i i i harmed in any of the bombings.
d Zionism and pelice brutality. No one was . :
Cer(gzvemment use of the criminal justice system as a do@estlc coun‘fermsu'rger:i\i
rogram enabled the state to criminalize political dissidents as terrorists. )
f\ltﬁough some defendants had previously been convicred o}i; the sliic;flic? a,:]c'tji;:;ls
i i FBI admitted confusion about which indi
in the conspiracy charges, and the . : [odividuals
i i ings,'® at trial, Evans, Whitehorn, and Buck p
were actually involved in the bombings,'s a ) : . :
guilty to the charges in exchange for charges being dropped agams!: the1rdco?efen
dants, one of whom, Alan Berkman, was suffering from cancer and in need of com



264 Linda Evans, Susan Rosenberg, Latra Whitehom

petent medical treatment.'s The plea agreement cut years off Berkman's projected
sentence, allowing him to bypass a lengthy trial and arrive at a hospital in time to
receive therapy for the effects of his cancer treatments,
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Interview with Lesbian Political Prisoners—
Linda Evans, Susan Rosenberg, and Laura Whitehorn

by the Members of QUISP
Early 1991

QUISP: I'm an activist; why haven't I heard of you before?

LAURA: I think it’s because there’s been a long time during which the “left” and
progressive movements haven't really tried to know who's in prison—including but
not limited to political prisoners and POWSs. For instance, how many AIDS activ-
ists know about the many PWA's [Person/People with AIDS] in prison, and the
horrible conditions they live in? Aside from Mike Riegle at GCN (Gay Community
News), how many writers and media folks in our movemernts try to reach into the
prisons to support lesbian and gay prisoners, whose lives are often made preety rough
by the pigs? [Riegel, a gay activist and wrirer who cofounded Boston’s Prison Books
prograin, died of AIDS in 1991.]

In general, this counery tries to shut prisoners away and make people outside for-
get about us. In the case of political prisoners, multiply thar times X for the simple
face that our existence is 2 danger to the smoath, quiet running of the system: our
existence shows that this great demokkkracy is a lie. The government doesn’e want

you to know who we are—that's why they try so hard to label us “terrorists™ and
“criminals.”

LINDA: Political prisoners have been purposely “disappeared” by the U.S. govern-
ment, whose official position is that “there are no political prisoners inside the
U.S.” This is the way that the government denies both that the motivations for our
actions were political and that the movements we come from are legitimate, popular
movements for social change. The prison system isolates all priscners from their
communities, but especially harsh isolation is institured against political prisoners:
restricted visiting lists, frequent cransfers ro prisons far away from our home commu-
nities, mail censorship, “maximum security conditions," long periods of time in sol-
itary confinement.

But our awn political movement, t0o, has ignored the existence of political pris-
oners. | think this has largely been a product of racism—most U.S. political prison-
ers/fPOWs are Black and Puerto Rican comrades who have been locked up for over
a decade. Unfortunately there has never been widespread support among progres-
sive white people for the Black Liberation struggle, for Puerto Rican independence,
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or for Native American sovereignty struggles—and these are the movements that
the Black/Puerto Rican/Native American political prisoners/POWs come frorr?.
Also, many political activists have actually withheld support for political prison-
ers/POWs because of disagreements with tactics that were employed, or WLFh
actions of which the political prisoners have been accused or convicted. These dis-
agreements are tactical in nature, and shouldn’t be allowed to c-:bscure the fact that
we all have been fighting for justice and social change. This withdrawal of support
leads to false divisions amongst us, and actually helps the state in its strategy ta
isolate political prisoners/POWs from our communities and political movements.

SUSAN: The activists/radicals of the late 1980s and 1990s have to reclaim the his-
tory of resistance that emerged and continued through the 1970s anf'l .19805. As
long as the government and mass media get to define who and what is important
then the real lessons consained in our and others' experiences will get [ost. People
haven't heard of us (except as a vague memory of a headline—if that) becau§e thc?re
is a very serious government counter-insurgency strategy to bury the revolutionaries
who have been captured in prison. | have been in prison six years and over half of
that time was spent in solitary confinement or small-group isolation thousands of
miles away from my communicy and family. My experience is sin-filar to the 100-150
other political prisoners in the U.S. If the individuals from different movements
(i.e., the Black, Puerto Rican, Native American and white movements who have
seen the need for organized resistance to oppression) are destroyed it is a way to
delegitimize the demands of the movements.

QUISP: Did you do it? Did the government misrepresent what you did? If so, how? -

LAURA: Yes, [ did it! 1 did (do) resist racism, sexism, imperialism with every ﬁbe:r
of my queer being, and I believe we need to fight for justice. The government's
“version” of what Ifwe did is a complete lie, though, in that they call resistance a
crime. It's sort of like the way {Senator] Jesse Helms {R-NC] calls us “sick"—he’s as
sick as you can get. On the morality meter he doesn’t even make the rff:edle move.
Same way the U.S. government, a genocidal system, calls acts of revolutionary strug-
gle “terrorist violence,” and their system of law, “justice.”

LINDA: Yes, I'm proud that I've been part of the scruggle to build an armed clandes-
tine resistance movement that can fight to support national liberation struggles,
and that will fight for revolution in the U.S. Of course the government misrepre-
sented what we did first of all by calling us “terrorists” to make people think we
were a danger to the community, as if our purpose was to terrorize or kill people.
Quite the contrary: all the armed actions of the last twenty years have been plan'ned
to minimize any risk of human life. This, of course, is in stark contrast to tlr}e actions
of the terrorist government, which is responsible world-wide for supporting deth
squads and mercenary armies like the contras and [Jonas] Savimbi’s UNITA! in
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Angola, which supports the Istaeli war of genocide against the Palestinians and the
brutal system of apartheid, and which supports daily police brucality in Black and
Third World communities here, even such acts as the aerial bombing of MOVE in
Philadelphia in 1985, which killed eleven people and created a firestorm that lefc
over 250 people homeless.

SUSAN: I have been a revolutionary for much of my life, A revolutionary in the
sense that I believe in the need for profound social change that goes to the roors of
the problem. Which I believe is systemic. Consequently 1 have along with others
tried many methods of struggle to enact a strategy to win liberation and artack the
state {government) as representative of the system. First as a peace activist in the
late 1960s, then as a political activist in the 19705, and then in joining the armed
clandestine resistance movement that was developing in the 1980s. I am guilty of
revolutionary anti-imperialist resistance. Of course the government has misrepre-
sented me and all of us. The main form that has taken is to call us terrorists, which
is something that couldn't be further from the eruch. Just like all opposition to the
cold war of the 1950s was labeled communist, the 1980s equivalent is rerrorist. Now
there are all kinds of terrorists according to the U.S.—all of it bullshit. I don’t mean
to beg the question in the specific. I believe that no revolutionary captured comrade
says what they have or haven't done within their revolutionary work.

QUISP: Audre Lorde says the master's tools (violence} will never dismantle the
master's house (the state).? How do you react to this?

LAURA: [ don't think “violence” is just one thing, so 1 don't chink it’s necessarily
“the master's tool.” If revolutionaries were as vicious and careless of humanity and
tnnocent human lives as the U.S. government is, then I think we'd be doing wrong.
But when oppressed people fight for freedom, using “violent” means among others,
I think we should support them. Would you have condemned African slaves in the
U.S. for killing their slave masters, or for using violence in a struggle for freedom?
To me, the issue is how do we fight effectively—and humanely—for liberation. As
we build the struggle, we have to be very self-critical, very self-conscious about how
we struggle as well as what we struggle for. But [ think we also need to fight to
win—and [ think thar means engaging in a fight for power. For the past five and
mare years, I've witnessed close up the violence—slow, brutal, heartless genocide
against African American women. To refuse to fight to change thar (and I don't
believe we can fight for power completely “nonviolently”) would, | think, be to

accept the violence of the state in the name of rejecting the violence of revolution-
ary struggle.

LINDA: I disagree wich posing the question in the way she does {or how the ques-
tion does). I don’t think the issue is violence, but rather polities and power. Around
the world, imperialistm maintaing itself—keeps itself in power—by military power
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and the threat of violence wherever people struggle for change. Liberation move-
ments have the right to use every means availai?le ta defeat the system thar is
oppressing and killing people. This means fighting hack in self—defense, anc% it
means an offensive struggle for people’s power and self-deFermlnatlon. But reduc‘mg
it to a tactical question of “violent means” doesn’t recognize all‘ the aspects of build-
ing a revolutionary movement that are crucial to actually rnob1h‘zm'g people, dE\{e}t
oping popular organizations, empowering oppressed groups w1thl.n the people’s
movement like women and indigenous people, developing a revolutionary program
that can really meet people’s needs and that people will fight to rnaklia re.ai. A slogan
that embodies this for me comes from the Chinese Revolution: “Without mass
struggle, there can be no revolution. Without armed struggle, there ean be no vic-

tOI‘Y-n
SUSAN: I always took the quote from Audre Lorde to mean the opposite of what
you say. Funny, no? I always interpreced her saying that to mean the master's tools
being electoralfslow change. Well—there you go!

QUISP: Why is it important to support political as opposed to non-political prison-
ers! Shouldn’t we be concerned about all prisoners?

LAURA: I think we should be concerned about all prisoners, and I don’t thirlﬂc ‘it’s
ever been we political prisoners who have promoted any irresolvable contFad1ct;on
between us and the rest of the prisoners in the U.S. But widr}in tha&t, I think there
is a particular need for progressive movements to defend political prisoners, becaluse
it's a part of fighting for the movements we come from. If you are‘ﬂghtmg racism
and homophobia, and there are people serving long sentences in prison for ﬁght}r\g
those things, [ think you advance the goals by supporting tl'}ﬂ prisoners. lako thmlk
that support for political prisorers helps expose hlow repressive and unjust the whole
system is. That can also be an avenue to supporting all prisoners. -

Support for political prisoners is a concrete act of resistance to tE.m control ¢ c;.
government keeps over all our minds: it fights the isolation and sde.ncmg of pD[lltlca
prisoners and POWs. It asserts the legitimacy of resistance. And in my experience
it is a major way that people outside become aware of the purpose and nature of the
prison system as a whole.

LINDA: Yes—it's important for cur movement to be concerned abour all prisoners,
and I think it's especially important for the lesbian and gay movement to concern
ourselves with combating attacks on [esbian/gay prisoners, and supporting all pris-
oners with AIDS. Concerning ourselves with all prisoners, and wiFh the r.epresslwe/
warehousing role of prisons in our society is another way .Df ﬂghpng racism, smcg
the majority of prisoners are from Third World commun%tu—::s. Prisoners get [oclct?

away—out of sight, out of mind—and the few prisoners rlgh‘ts that were won in
prison struggles are being undermined and cut back. Human rights are nearly non-
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existent in prison, and without community support and awareness, the government
can continue to escalate its repressive policies, and conditions will just steadily
worsen, This is especially true for prisoners with AIDS, since the stigma attached
to AIDS in society generally is heightened in prison. Prisoners with AIDS die at
an even faster rate than PWAs on the outside because treatment is so sporadic, lim-
ired, and conditions are so bad. So I would never say for people to support political
prisoners as opposed to nonpolitical prisoners. Our interests inside prison are defi-
nitely not in opposition to each other. All the political prisoners/POWs actively
fight for prisoners' rights, and for changes in conditions that will benefit ail prison-
ers. But it’s important to build suppozt specifically for political prisoners because we
represent our movements, and it's a way for us to protect and defend the political
movements we come from against government repression. For the movement on, the
outside to embrace and support political prisoners/POWSs makes it possible for us to
continue to participate in and contribute to the movement we come from and it
makes it impassible for the government to isolate and repress us in their efforts to
destroy our political identities.

SUSAN: All prisoners are in desperate need of support, and as the population gets
greater (in prison) and the repression gets heavier the prisons will become a major
confrontation within the society. If che prisons are to become a social front of strug-
gle then there must be a consciousness developed to fight the dehumanization and
criminalization that prison intends. Political prisoners are important to support
because we are in prison for explicitly social/political/progressive goals. Qur lack of
freedom does affect how free you are. If we can be violated, so can you. There is no
contradiction between political and social prisoners.

QUISP: How does being a lesbian fit in with your work?

LAURA: The same way it fics into my life—it is a basic, crucial part of my charac-
ter, my outlook on things, my personality. Because 'm a leshian, the fight against
homophobia and sexism takes on particular importance. But really I think my leshi-
anism helps me care about the oppression of others by the imperialist system. So 1
think my lesbianism makes me a better anti-imperialist—it makes me fight all the
harder. Being a lesbian in prison is often very hard, but being “out” gives me a lot
of strength. I have to say that { am very proud when [ hear or read about the strug-
gles queers are waging out there.

LINDA: Being a lesbian has always been an important part of the reasons why I'm
a revolutionary—even before I was self-conscious about how important this is to
me! I don't separate “being a lesbian” from any other part of my life, or from my
politics. Because I experience real oppression as a leshian and as a woman, [ am
personally committed from the very core of my being to winning liberation for
women, lesbians, and all oppressed people. This makes me more willing to take risks

‘i
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and to fight, because | have a vision of a society | want to live in, and to win for
future generations, where these forms of oppression don’t exist. I think being a les-
bian has also helped me recognize the importance of mutual solidarity and suppart
between the struggles of oppressed people, despite the sexism, heterosexism and rac-
ism that often interfere in the process of building these alliances, I really believe
that we have a common enemy—the imperialist system—and that we have to sup-
port each other in all the forms our struggles against that enemy may take. These
alliances need to be buile in a way thar respeces the integrity of our various move-
ments.

SUSAN: Well! Being a lesbian is part of the very fabric of my being—so the ques-
tion is not really how it fits into my work, rather how conscious do I make my
lesbianism in living in prison or in the life of resistance 1 lead. It alternares depend-
ing on what the conditions are. Recently I have “come oue” because at this point [
have chosen to be more consciously lesbian-identified. [ have done this because
believe that as gay people we need more revolutionary visions and strategies if our
movement is to become significant in linking the overturning of sexual oppression
with other forms of oppression. The other reason I have felt compelled to be our is
that the tightest, most important women in the comrmunity we live in are the
butches. It is the butches who suffer most for their choices/existence in prison. In
recognition of Pete, Cowboy, Julu, Slimmie, and all the other sisters it seems only
right. Finally—Laura and Linda have been our since the RCC6 [Resistance Con-
spiracy Case 6] began and it has been a very important political and personal experi-
ence for them and for us all.> They have through their struggles created an
environment of love and solidarity that enabled me to subsequently “come out” as
well.

QUISP: How have you struggled with sexism and heterosexism in the groups with
which you have worked?

LAURA: Mostly by confronting people when I think they are being sexist or het-
erosexist, and by fighting for women's liberation and lesbian and gay liberation to
be included not just as words but as real goals. The saddest times for me have been
those times when I was in groups where we didn’t do this. I think it’s very important
for people to be able to struggle for a variety of goals without setting up a hierarchy
or exclusive list. I will continue to join groups whose main program is, for example,
anti-racism or support for Palestine or Puerto Rico, because those things are just as
necessary for my liberation as women’s and leshian liberation are. And I won't
demand that my liberation be made a part of every agenda. But I won't ever deny
my identity, my right to be respected, and the urgency and legitimacy of leshian,
gay and wormen's liberation, either.

SUSAN: I have become much more of a feminist over the last number of years—
and by that [ mean ideologically and politically I believe we have to examine the
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position of women, the structures of the society and how male dominance defines
women’s position in ail things. { don't think iny the past | fought against the subjuga-
tion of women and gay people enough. | substituted my own independence as 5
woman with actively struggling against political and sociaj forms of oppression, For
exatmple: in Nicaragua now, the women militants of the FSLN [Sandinista National
Liberation Front] are teevaluaring their practice of struggling against sexism, and
some of them are self.critical that they subordinaged the seruggl

and the struggle for reproductive rights under the new non-re
are being set hack generarions, and rhe leve] of consciousness
(at this poine) strong enough o effectively challenge this de
that to subordinate either women or gay peaple and our demg

QUISP: What is the connection between the
tnovement and the struggles of other oppress
movement that encompasses other struggles?

primarily white middle class gay rights
ed people? How do we envision a gay

LAURA: T believe thar any strugple of “primarily white middje class” people hag
the danger of being irrelevant to real social change unless it alljes itself with the
struggles of oppressed people. This country has a great track record for buying off
sectors that have privilege. Once that happens, not only do things stay the same,
they get worse, Bur even more than that, I feel thar we cannot be full human beings
unless we fight for all the oppressed. Otherwise, our struggle is just as individualist
and racist as the dominant soctety. In thar case, we'l] never win anything worth

fighting for. I think the queer movement needs to talk ro ather movements angd
communities, in order to worlk out com

one another. I think we need o ralk ¢

from, and struggle side by side with them. We need to support them. A
to fight for them as wel] as for ourselves, becayse the second
ignore the urgency of fighring racism, we lose.

nd we need
we accepr divisions or
LINDA: T don't think that struggles against sexism oy homophobiz or racism can
be delayed, because these are forms of discrimination/oppression thar actively dis-
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n be mobilized to actively partici-
o i £ iﬂdi‘f’id“‘iﬂs ?{riif;? uf{fx?sfrrple;xl:l: }‘r:tZr;asexism cannot be tolerated in our
i i om aIlianc:as because we don't want to duplicate dlle oppression
movem?m DL‘_H 01:11- ainst. Of course the process of building these a'lhe?nces is (%lfﬁ—
e e e gbecm;se building trust and respect requires building reiatmr}‘
Cﬁ‘lt atrkl'lcixtloalzf -rt::flng; different from those chat exist in society in general. SOSLg:Tdt
hinl imari i iddle-class gay rights movement can, or .
F‘hink the E)’mg‘?;h;tr‘z:gllt:s.r%;/dhite middli class gay men and wormen canl_tllot [sec
e aends for her movements ar for other communiries. Rather, [ think that this
the sgend fﬁf OlcdE tively support struggles against other forms of oppression asda
o of aaking ot o movement stronger, more revolutionary, less sel‘f’—centere )
Wﬁé ° mak;iissjt?\znof the goal of liberation and self-determination for all
and more

oppressed people.

i it. I can only offer 2 small
SUSAN: This is a big question and has many aspectscizllt e only offer @ small
e bff“ei’e S;‘lt upgl;c:‘f; :::p:;"; Ti?'nsifed uEderstanding of the rez‘xl
becaus'e O'F be}in%r c]e(:world movements. The gay movement as it is currently consti-
s oo ed since I have been in prison so I have not been a part of 1t§
s remImc;ge 't think the gay movement can be relevant ro other oppresse
dEVEIlDl:n;:;gtéheiroztruggles without an anti-imperialist anallysis of tlt({: rc’:olts1 c{;Ft ﬁiﬁ
o i ice that implements that.
pseon ane thte ?hz‘zr;seiscci’iiﬁﬁgc: rizlitriilcdtllec t=;:lass meri—-even those oppr?sls?d
o 2 mmien'len ual identification/orientation—without ceding power (wit glm
e “e;f SE}fl'hird World women and men, and dealing with Fhelr agendas
tbe mevet b s tohin but reform-oriented. To only struggle for gay rights w1thq;t
ey cling }J ; aEVE i hgts (human and democratic) of all these in need, and sglJem -
m—lLllggtf;i ?:}fo E;\tiagnationally oppressed sets up competing struggle rather than a
Egh‘fj:sive radical opposition to the government.

- . .
QUISP: What was going on in your life that led you to participate in or suppor
armed strupgle?

ized the
: ing armed struggle in the lare 1960s, whc'en [ realu.ed‘t

iy rlltb fvgjic;‘iii;rgzgkilling Third World pt?ople if left to its 8:1 de;nciess.
The murd f Fred Hampton (chairman of the Chicago BPP) by the' icago p %
e e of e iny 1z)im: not only because it was an assassination, not ol_r: ¥
e s 2 m?tedgtg covér it up, but also because it made me und.erstand ; %t
TR Sltclate er agree to “give” oppressed nations their human rights, 'lc'i at's
o Ulias' woumrr;:lt had to kill Fred, and Malcolm X, and s0 many otht{a)r leahnf:r:I
WhI‘{dchtgect]iV:he injustice of this society for years, but it was in l:ll:e 196 12 »;; u:rto
orted the Vietnamese, Native American struggles, the E-’rlac st;ugg ,d et
;{Lﬁg and saw those nations waging struggles for freedom that included arme g
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Je—
gle—rthat | starced to see that there could be a struggle to win Oncelb
. BEan sup-

le to win se[f-determination,

MOSEI I th‘ it' vi h d b
Y, ink thac 1r's my ision f
‘ ‘ Of wnat a WOndEl’ﬁ.]E h g i (s]
i X thing it waul e ive
na JRISE, humane, creative WD[’[d that motivates me o embrace a [IEEd Iugtg Eha
one part of what it takes to ﬁghr‘.’ fOI' i new SOCiECY ' * I ’

L . .
! r{NTdDA. \l)(/l?en I ﬁrs.t became a poliricg] activist, [ was a pacifisc, |
e Sﬁj rea \r1oblem:e In my own life, and naively hoped that the c‘ha
come ahout non-violently, Then |
: . » 1 got beat over the head
coul . ead and re
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I became an activist i
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v the Viemnamese and by Black i il e ther,
. people struggl; ivil i
fﬁz Biack fower/Blac[:k Liberation. Vietmamese »vomeﬁgﬁgnllgtg:sr::ngrl[aghkm e
Struggle were rale models for me beca 3
: use the i
;rlctory was won. Their courage and dedication it o ppeed o e
or freedom, the fact that women were being em’
all were exemplary. :
S . . .
o by Supporting these narional liberation struggles [ came o support the righ
e right

of oppressed people to fi i i
ght for liberarion by any me
Guevara, and Ho Chi Minh were important }i,nﬂu:?lf:necessary‘ foao X Che

The intensi ' i i
it s sity DI;‘th:s police terrorism against the Blacl community in sg
o m;: 1;::3 ize that whenever g political movemen even begins to th caten
e Ordetyt: Of the status quo, the state wil] act in wharever ways it must r. dmalten
| r ' : ode
ey e tzrdz; ILr-eez-\«'sIumcm1ary mo:{ement and vision to prevail, therefore, iy's H:ZFDV
nd ourselves and our comrad i ’ for
es, and to byj] iti
t}oward a day when we can seriously challenge the ' o o o
fn}att s‘tiate Eower can be taken out of the hands of th,
stead, take
! strugg,le thar: Ever by rhe‘::I pjople themselves. [ lnow this sounds idealistic yet it s
as succeeded in many countr ] e
[ b that h nertes around rhe world.
N—as I do now-—thar U5, ; fali
-9. imperialism was ¢th i
eo :
people of the world, and | wanted to fight on the side of the presmed 1o ol

better world for all. This was the ery of Che Guevarg’s call {D?I?,P; "WECS}SES] to build a
» three, many
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Vietmnams,” and [ recognized that the U.S. government depends on the “domestic
cranquility” of its population to allow for imperialist interventions around the
world. This is one reason the Black Liberation struggle was such a threat, and why
white people fighting in solidarity with national liberation struggles were threaten-
ing as well. That's part of the reason that the repression of the internal liberation
movements was so immediate and devastating and why there were such efforts to

divide off white struggles from these struggles.

SUSAN: The war against the Black Liberation movement by the FBI/U.S. govern-
ment was most influential for me in seeing the necessity for armed self-defense. The
challenge placed on us who were in a position of solidarity wich revolutionary
nationalist Black organizations was to uphold self-determination and to fighe for it.
The other element that most personally propelled me into armed clandestine resis-
tance was witnessing the genocide of the chemical war being waged in the South
Bronx against Black and Puerto Rican people. As a doctor of acupuncture and com-
munity health worker | watched us fail to stop the plague.

QUISP: What do you do all day?

LAURA: My time is divided among: fighting for decent conditions and against the
prison’s denial of those things (a daily necessity!), working on my political and legal
work, communicating with people via letters and phone calls, talking to other pris-
oners (and working with them to try to deal with legal issues, health issues, etc.),
meeting with my codefendants, trying to find out how my comrade Alan is (he’s -
engaged in a hard, life-and-death batrle with cancer, shackled to a bed in the LC.U.
oncology unit at D.C. General Hospital [Since this interview took place, Alan has
recovered and was released from prison in July 1992.]). I spend a lot of time talking
to women about AIDS—by one estimate, 40-50% of the women in here are HIV
positive, yet there is no program, no education, no counseling provided. Like my
other comrades, 1 spend a lot of time doing informal counseling and education on

this.

LINDA: Work and worl out.

SUSAN: Because I am a doctor of acupuncture and a conscious person, | have
become (in addition to a political prisoner) a peer advocate/AIDS counselor. It is
not recognized by the jail but T spend seventy-five percent of my time counseling
people—women who are HIV positive. The other time is spent doing my other
work, and talking with others. We spend a lot of the day locked down in our cells.
Because of the overcrowding and lack of programs, the administration keeps us

locked down an enormous amount of time.
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QUISP: How do you deal with your white privilege in jail?

LAURA: [ struggle to be aware of it; I fight racism actively and organize for that
fight; I try to make the resources that | have access to, available to others. Educating
people about how to fight AIDS is another way, because that's information thar the
gay and lesbian movement has that women in the D.C. Jail lack—and it means that
women are continuing to contract HIV every day. That is a crime.

LINDA: I try to use the resources and education ['ve had access to as a result of my
white privilege to benefir all the prisoners [ live with and to fight for our interests.
This takes many forms, from struggling as a prisoner for the institution of AIDS
education and counseling programs, to helping individual women wich legal prob-
lems or abuses of their rights by the jail. When I was in jail in Louisiana, we were
able to win a jailhouse lawyer’s legal suit forcing the jail to give women glasses and
false teeth (all jail dental care amounts to is pulling reeth, and few jails replace
them}. Cne of the conflicts [ confrant is between dealing with immediate needs
and crises as an individual counselor/agitator/jailhouse lawyer, and always pushing
the insticution to provide the services and programs that prisoners should be enti-

tled to as a basic human right—education, medical care, exercise, mental health
and AIDS counseling.

SUSAN: Well! I struggle against racism in every way I can. | have learned patience,

and how to be quiet, and how to really listen to who is talking, and what chey are
saying.

QUISP: What observations or advice do you have for lesbian/gay and AIDS activ-
ISTs as we start to experience police surveillance, harassment and abuse?

LAURA: Fighr it. Don't back away. Develop elandestine ways of operating so that
the state won't know everything that you're doing. Support one another so that
when anyone is targeted for state attack, they can resist—that resiscance will build
us all. Don't ever give information—even if you think it's “safe” information—to
the state. Don't let the state divide the movement by calling some groups “legiti-

who are also targets of state arrack. When the state calls someone a “rerrorist,” or

“violent,” or “crazy,” or anything, think hard before ever believing it to be true.
Resist. Resise. Resist.

LINDA: Be coal. Develop a clandestine consciousness. Value your work enough
that you don’ talk ro the enemy about it (like over tapped phones). Dan’t underes-
timate the power and viciousness of the state, and don't expect white privilege ro
make you exempt from repression. Take the lessons of past repression against politi-
cal movements seriously—nor to demobilize you or make you afraid, but to safe-
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uard and defend your work. Remember you're building for the future, not just for
fcday and keep struggling to broaden your vision. Remember that reforms are only
tempc,:rary concessions, that they're neither permanent nor do they really solve fun-

damental problems.

SUSAN: Study ather movements here and around the world and e.xar.nine the
state’s methods in order to develop tactics that allow you to keep functioning. Ve.rlylr
important, if one self-consciously is building a movement that knows the state wi
destroy it if the movement begins to pose a real or perceived threat.

QUISE: What is your position on go-go gicls in women's bhars?

LAURA: Take me to a bar and we'll have a scintillating discussion of this issue,
QK?

LINDA: Take me to a bar and I'll let you know!

SUSAN: I think that anything that objectifies women as sexua?l object.s (Vfarsusbsex-
ual beings) is anti-woman. Even in an all-woman context. Being leshian is su v;r—
sive because women loving women is a crime against the state, and aga,mst the
bourgeois patriarchal morality of this society—but being subversive ﬁobesn t necesc-l
sarily mean it's about liberation. If nothing e[s_e I have learned thar li eration an

the need for it begins in oneself. Objectification/sexual stereotvpes{mmogyny not
only destroy us in the world, they corrode our own hear'ts. Lam not 1nt§1rle§ted 1C111 g
society that promotes those things. Although I don't believe that they will be e? }::.

until we decide to end them—they cannot be overturned through the law of this

state.

NOTES

This interview was conducted in early 1991 while Evans, Whitehomn, an.d Rosenberg were
housed in a Washingron, D.C., jail. It was first made zvailable b‘y QUISP in 1?91. %01
Editor’s note: QUISP {Queer women and men In Sclidarity with P.'olhm:al Prlsox'{ers, 1991-
1996) was a New Yark City collective of lesbians and gay men organ‘llzmg com.mumtllj liuppﬂrt
for political prisoners in the United Stares. A QUISP [eaﬂe: sraFed, we do this WU; eca[use
we believe that our liberation as queers is tied to the hbereitlon of ;%ll oppresse ptla_lop es.
{QUISP betlieves thar just as different oppressions—be they racism, cla{smsm, sexism, or ﬂmlc[:—
phobia-—are intertwined, so too must our efforts for propressive social change be mutually
: n
5“111?0;325;'5 note: Jonas Savimbi was killed in February 2002. UNITA was 4 cl:ounterrevolu—
tionary or contra paramilitary group funded by first the South /‘kfncan apart‘held governr'n;nt
and then by the U.S. government. It was associated with massive a'nd }-;ornﬁe huma:;' Tig t;
violations. See Elaine Windrich, The Cold War Guemrilla: Jonas Savimbi, the U.S. Me i, an

the Angolan War {New York: Greenwood, 1992).
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Z. Editor's note: See Audre Lorde, “The Master's Tool
House,” in “Sister Ouusider”: Essays and Speeches (Fre
Lorde’s comments were initially dire
Second Sex Conference in New Yor
not specifically abour violence, bur abour the way th
hegemonic and repressive structures j

s Will Never Dismancle the Master’s
edom, Calif.: The Crossing, 1984),

Those of us who stand outside the circ]
those of us who have been forged into
poor, who are leshians, who are blacl,
demic skill. It is learning how to stand a
to make common cause with those oth
define and seek a world in which we

e of this society's definition of acceptable women;
the crucibles of difference~—thase of us who are
who are alder—know that survival is rot an acg.
lone, unpopular and sometimes reviled, and how
ers identified as outside the structures in order ro

3. Editor's note: RCC6 refers to the Resistance Conspiracy 6: Alan Berkman, Marilyn
Buck, Susan Rosenberg, Linda Evans, Laura Whitehorn, and Tim Blunk, the six white antj.
imperialises wha fought in the Armed Resistance Unit, Red Guerilla Resistance; worked to
free political prisoners; and worked in solidarity with Puerto Rican independentistas and Black
Liberationists. They were conviceed under federal criminal starutes for conspiring to change
and alter government policy. See ehe documentary Resistance Conspiracy (San Francisca: Bay
Area Committee to Support the Resistance Conspiracy Defendants [distributor], Oakland:
Peralta Colleges Television [PCTV] Production Company, 1990). Videoeassette,

4. Editor's note: The Stonewall Rebellion refers ro a
the New York City police raided

and Latino “queens” inside respo
fighting back in violenc protest. The resistance that ool p
known as the “Stonewall Riots.” The rebellion is consid
ancy in the mavemenr for gay liberation. Stonewall ha

white hegemonic (gay) appropriation of the historical
Stonewall rebels were primarily w

ered the beginning of a new mili-
s been widely misinterpreced by a

moment, erasing the fact thar the
orking-class men of color.

Chapter Twenty

José Solis Jordan

José Solis Jordan was born in 1952 in San Juan, Puerfo guzlof Gr‘owing up 111?:{;;}111;;
i f his youth in Long Beach, California, where is fath
tary family, he spent part o : v ol ey
i dan was educated in both private p ju
was stationed on a naval base. Jor ‘ Privac B Jomer
i i i hen his father was transferred to a U.S. :
and high schools in Puerto Rico w . o2 V%, miltacy
i iving his undergraduate degree at Tex
base on the island. After receiving : oy Toas Chrisd
iversi Rico to teach in the public school sy
University, Jordan returned to Puerto o teach B sohoo sy
i i ation at the University o
In 1987 he teceived his doctorate dt?gree in educ g 3 the University of linols
ign-Urbana. Jordan organized with the U.. ~base
Szlrict?a“r:tpsltg}?e People of El Salvador (CISPES), se:rvm}gl in 188; asl ?_} tr?nsl;tgrai(l)g
i 1995, Jordan taught at DePaul Univer
CISPES in El Salvador. From 1991 to e . ot D ol Dbty and
i 1 Center in Chicago with his wife,
worlked at the Puerto Rican Cultura : 1 poreha He
i ith his wife and five children ta teach at the
then retuned ta Puerto Rico with his wi i o teach a he Unive
i i he Eugenio Maria de Hostos College
R AR A, ber of La Asociacién de Profesores
f at UPR, Jordan became a member o aci fesoc
Pugr‘tjrgrqi:;?srl_]niversitario {APPU) (the Puerto Rican Assocmtu.nr} of Udn}versai?
Professors). The association addressed university probier.ns and participate ;ni ;} !
ous labor strikes.* Both in Chicago and in Puerto Rico, Jordan was politically
i d in the Independence movement. ‘ -
mgzﬁn l:as first arrested after an FBI commando raid of his San ]u?ln ?c];rr;e m;
November 6, 1997. Despite lack of physical evidence, he was accused o czar;go :
ticipant 1;1 the December 10, 1992, bombing of a U.S. Army recruiting stati
Pagl:izago * He was charged with a four-count indictment of C(}nSplraC‘)é, possessat::i
:JrI:- explosives, causing destruction to property of the UnliteddS}tJates,f:rdaer:;t;:g? ed
fon ¢ dan was convicted by a
destruction of government property. Jor o e 2 foeralury o
+ 1999, During the trial, the FBI relie almost e ‘ :
Marrfhol} %(afael Marrera, an FBI agent provocateur who worked at Chu:ago 5 E’;er;a
gic::az Cultural Center from 1987 ro 1995, It is allegje? t[;atl ;\/‘g)z;nc]arod:;m‘svz : srznt'
ici i ing.* On July 7, , Jor
been a participant in the 1992 bombmg. —
}tltaarrsede:o ﬁfts-one months in prison and was incarcerated at the Federal Correc
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tional Institution in Coleman, Florida. One of the
Rican political prisoners/prisoners of war incarcerar

struggle for Puerto Rican independence,

tence in a correctional halfway house in
Rica.

“Faltan 6" (six remain) Puerto
ed for their involvement in the
Jordan served the remainder of his sen-
Puerto Rica. He currently lives in Puerto
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“iMaestro, estas bien?" (Teacher, are you okay?) I heard, as if Zomlrlxg fcrloir}x1 z; ?;Z;
tance. Stopping from my regular meditative walk, .I turned an rﬁa 1zeb an the
question had been asked by a fellow prisoner working out at ;1 pE ;]UI; arl;:atever
prison yard. My attention was suddenly drawn to a small bqu that 1_211 ’hfmi :rst ever
reason, and who knows why, decided to sit atop the razor wm"—::1 at the 1§ 1“S- pmu
of the fences. Looking at that incredible scene, 1 smiled anl_L an}s;were ,ti le ,amsz
bien, gracias” {Yes, fine, thank you). Later that i:iay I was toldbt at the c%luis :-Jn L orose
out of a concern for my well being, since the inmates ha('i ee;: watchi tghm i
very slowly, an exercise rarely practiced. I remember telhr'lg them sl?me-u ”gQ uité
“sometimes the objective is to walk or move very slowly: if not to ; sti .bIEd e
naturally [ guess, these guys associated moving le\vly with being Ei_? ,ﬁtrfgum dor
depressed—thar is, something negative. More sigmﬁc‘antiy, n}'a;y w]'j on e y o
look perplexing often questioz rr:. “You rréluit_?lfst]:ﬁse slzllsce;,h i ;zmie o P 1om
d here I struggle, and this is good. i ! .

}t}(?::?na:olitical prisonger incarceration is but the reaffirmation 3‘5 the st‘rublteh.miﬂha;?
been imprisoned because [ insist on freedom, th('i freedom ma ‘e }505 i y
the decolonization of Puerto Rico; a process that is our human rig ; FBl arrestd

Qur home had been invaded, our land. Dressed as comman.dos, the ; ar; 5 :
me. The house was pepper-sprayed and [ was strip'ped naked in froncH a r;n; Fs;g:ia ‘,Ir
in our living room. Over twenty feds pointed {:he:r weapons at me. Han c:ut Co,n‘
stood there surrounded by these agents of “justice” and for a fleeting .momei?ecause
templated the irony of being handcuffed. Thf:y were orderec? to r]istra;r;l merrest e
1 am free. The handcuffs only underscored this fact. Evexl“ylthmg Z out the a et and
subsequent processes aimed at separating, decontextualizing an 1L'npcwls1ngs .y
of the feds. Completely oblivious to any sense of what an arrest is, bwat ;11 tekly
overcomne by solicude. There it was, silence amidst the nmse,.{‘loa‘tmg éi‘[ouce L sea
strange to me and somehow emliowering, somehow so humiliating. Silen

i solitude my classroom.

be‘;c’:rrf ;llyef;ii;i;r. Asa te:cher I've grown accustomed to the pffssures of th:
profession: rush, deadlines, books, read, write, meet, grade, rush an dmo:i;nm;va
constantly. I would like to share with you a shcu.'t story about le'I.Y ed uca on 85 ¢
Puerto Rican political prisoner, as a human commlttec‘i ta huma'n ree om.tl " wb:
| feel compelled to contextualize this reality. It remains tFoubImE to me } pierm
lematic treatment that so many scholars continue to exercise on t e topic oCE Puerto
Rico~U.S. relations, if the topic is even treated. Gen‘era’ily speallchg, an 'm‘
unfortunate, rather than carefully studying Puerto Rico slcolonlla Stc?.tl;-s, ma y
stream academe and critical scholars do themselves and their studies a disfavor an

T
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all of us an injustice by essentially subscribing to the conventional view and officia]
discourse regarding Puerto Rico,

HISTORY

On November 25, 1897, Spain granted Puerto Rico autonomy through the Autono-
mous Charter. Among the sections of the charter that highlighted Puerto Rico’s
autonomy, Article Two provided thar: “[The charter] shall not he amended except
by virtue of a special law and upon the petition of the insular parliamene,” Thus,
the Treaty of Paris, which ceded Puerro Rico to the United States from Spain was
a violation of Internarional Law, an act of violence following the invasion of July
25, 1898, and a violation of the Thirteenth Amendment ro the s, Constitution,
as Puerto Rico became what it remains: a non-incorporared territory of the United
States. This property (Puerto Rico and Puerto Ricans) belonging to the United

chattel, subjecr to ownership by others as mere appendages to the land. In the words
of William MecKinley, President of the United States, “while we are at war and until
its conclusion, we must keep all we can ger. When the war is over we must keep
what we want,” And so we lived under military rule for nearly two years, With the
passage of the Foraker Act of 1900, government in Puerto Rico was appointed by
the president of the United States.

Under the Foraker Act, Congress stated chat the people of Puerto Rico were citi.
zens of Puerto Rico. Puerto Rico would also have a House of Delegates made up of

Puerto Rico was {asitis)a non-incorporated territory of the United States, accord-
ing to the U.5. Constitution, belonging to, but nor g part of, the United States.
Resistance to U.S, citizenship was widespread in Puerto Rico. Senator Arthur Yager
expressed in 1914, “that we give them [i.e., Puertg Ricans] simply an Opportunity
to become citizens without any cost or delay—just offer it to them and let them
have an OPPOTtUNity to take it or leave ir.”? Op April 1, 1917, President Woodrow
Wilson declared, “We welcome the new citizens, not as a stranger but as one enter-
ing his father’s house.™ Reaction from Washington to the resistance presented our
people with a carch-22. First, Congress reminded Puerto Rico’s delegates thar any
quarrel over 1S, citizenship was not a domestic issue and so not to be addressed by
the U.S. Congress, and any insistence upon the Congress to address the issue first
required that the peaple be U.S. citizens. Secondly, any Puertg Rican not wanting
U.S. citizenship could refuse it but, by doing so, could not hold public office and
would be severely limited in rerms of private progress. The Fourteenth Amendment
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the UL.S. Constitution affirms: “all persons born or naturalized in the L{:mted Skt?ce‘s,
O wte = :
tncl subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United Stares (emphasis
a

ded). . . '
adea-)rtc: Ricans born in Puerto Rico after it became a United States posselssmn

ere not U.S. citizens as in other territorial possessions for two fundamental rea-
W W2

S008§:

First, because by the Treary of Paris, the political status of the inhal:‘litat?lts of ;l:; ;::ii:
territories was lefr to the determination of Congress, and Congressb in the plu yance of
hat treaty made Puerto Ricans and the children hom to them su sequently, “c
r:fal:‘uer[cn Rico.” And secondly, because the Fourteenth Amendme‘nt is only Lj.oextcn-
:'ive, throughout the United States, and the Uniged S[ateg -sid f??; S;rolglgﬁ: r:;r;:cgg}:;
rated territories like Puerto Rico, as decided in Downs v Bidwe preme Court
ision: Puerto Rico belonged to the Unired States but was not a part of the

S[:)tzl:sl;.n'rheecollective nationalization of the inhabirants effc;:cecl byftht; 221(':3: r;;;;; s;’
1917 is conclusive evidence that thase bomn subsequently to the transfer

. L,
from Spain were never American citizens.

And so U.S. citizenship was imposed on those that Congress had already recognized
o i 1900).
it of Puerto Rico (under the Foraker Act,- .
® B‘;if:;n 1900 and the establishment of what is referred to as .the.EscadozLII;re
Asaciado (Free Associated State} or Commonwealth of Puerlto Rico mR%95 i tde e
people struggled for the right to self-determine and decolom;: Put:rr:cnf 1(:01.3 ﬂr[c;
i imprt illed. Setting the stage for a Pue
tistas were persecuted, imprisoned and kille n . o
gii;ne;ecced govlzzmor in 1647, Washington and the aspiring gubfirln;torla}l cagx%
i iminalizi le for national liberation. The
is Marin, passed a law criminalizing the strugg :
?aE::re\'vI;; Eno::lr;sp“fa Ley de la Mordaze” (The Muzzle Law). Even speech and publi-
i -independence materials became felonious acts. .
Caliﬁnitifflz:;::t e(l:T’L832) in 1952, the United States House of Representatives

declared that:

It is important that the nature and general scope of 5.3336 he absolute.ly_ clear. T.h;e blg
under consideration would not change Puerto Rico’s fundamental political, social an

. . 5
economic relationship to the United States.

it i i i non-
Puerto Rico became in 1952 what it is today, what it was 1;&90((3) and 195‘;5& ™
i i ith another name—The Common
incorporated territory, a colony wi : : :
Puertg Rico (El Estado Tibu Asociado de Puerto Rico). REpresen[tatwedFred Cr?;vn
i i SSESS
’ position that, “Puerto Rico can be a colonized po
ford reafirmed Congress’ position that, 2 colonized possession
bout her own government under which .
and have a preat deal to say a : ’ ; 1
Ricans live." Congressman Javits drove the point home noting that, “the c?nly thing
we agree to now is that you should have a constitution within the organic act. . . .
: 1
Congress controls the organic act.”

In his 1989 State of the Union Address, President George Bush urged Congress
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to “[tlake the Necessary steps to authorize 2 federally recognized process allowing
the people of Puerto Rico, for the first time since the Treaty of Paris, o freely
express their wishes regarding their future political status,” a step in the process of
self-determination which the Congress has yet to authorize. And again in 1991,

Puerto Ricans are incapable of altering.”?

Speaking in terms of economics, the principal strategy of the industrialization
project in Puerto Rico has heen based on the attraction of capital through the
incentive of high rates of profit. “One of the consequences of foreign capital is the
external factor payments (non-distributed corporate profits, dividends and interests
which exit the country) which are reflected in the extraordinary gap between the

National Product (the payment of workers and entrepreneurs who reside in Puerto

Rico).”8 1981 Nobel Prize Laureate in Economics James Tobin highlighted the
problem by assuming thar:

¥ 8re not accompanied by high levels
and relatively high growth rate of the Gross National Product.?

Today:

® 70% of domestic income of capital owners leaves Puerto Rico.

e In 1999, Gross Domestic Product amounted to $59.946 billion,

® Gross National Product represented $38.220 billion, The difference ($21.717
billion) represents the “exir” profit alluded to by Tobin,

* Net Federal Transfers amounted to $8.315 billion, most of which is represented
by funds such as Social Security, Medicare and benefits and pensions, toward
which the people of Puerco Rico contribute.

® Among the transfers not considered acquired benefies (enticlements) is the
National Assistance Plan, representing $1.087 billion—-—extremeiy pale when
compared to the profits that leave the island yearly.

* Over 12% of Puerro Rico territory is occupied by military bases.

 The Census for 2000 indicates that approximately 60% of the population lives
under the poverty level,

® Over | million Puerto Ricans living in Puerto Rico are functiona

Andsoon. ...
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Today, the United States rermains in violation of its constittlltim:l and gt}me(rlous
international laws regarding Puerto Rico's right to self«determmauon ‘an b[re; om
from colonial rule. These laws include: the United Nations G'eneraI-Assern y 1 esoi
lution 1514 (xv); The International Covenant on Ecor‘mmtc, Social fmd Cultura
Rights (UNGA 2200A[xxi]}; and many other internationally recognized copvelT-
tions, resolutions and accords.’® And still the U.S. Su‘IlJreme Court rhe':,torlca ¥
affirms the peremptory nature of international ‘law' as “part of our 1an. .Forrper
Chief Justice of Puerto Rico's Supreme Court, José Trias Monge, stated l:f he smfat?on
clearly and precisely when he remarked that “any change in the terms of association
ading.'t o
hagnbi;?gf:tg r15, 1%98, the United Nations Special Committee on the SltLiam?ri
with regard to the Implementarion of the Declaration of Irfd-ependence to C% onia
Countries and Peoples issued its Special Commitree decision concerning ulsFtU
Rico under UN Res. 1514(xv) and decided to keep the CE!.IESE[OI’% of P'LEE]‘:'tO ico
under UN review. In November 2000, an international panel of private jurists fron}
five continents convened an International Tribunal on the U.S, v1c31at10ns o
human rights in Puerto Rico and Vieques. The Tfibunal fc'mnd the Ul'nt_edl.Statesf
guilty on the nine-count indictment. Meanwhl[e{ the 1§[and mumgtpa 1t1\;rl o
Vieques continues to be bombed by the U.S. Navy; this, despltet a refer'en um w ts:rce1
approximately 70% of the population on Vieques voted for_an 1mrr}ed1ate 1c:faasefem
leave alternative to the U.S. Navy. The people of Puerto Rico receive not an rom
the military presence. On the other hand, rhe Navy draws $80 million romdltj
NATO allies for allowing them to train in Vieques. The Navy has a[so- rebsPciT e
to the people’s efforts by offering money to thF: ﬁsherm.en and a few jo s,E or}n}e
appliances, and several services to the populatzor‘l of V.1eques. Most refce?lt y the
Navy has bought air time on different radio stations with Fhe hope o c anu;g
public opinion. A long and ugly history precedes the events since the N’TIVY sd omhs—
ing death of David Sanes on April 19, 1999; a long history of persecution, deaths,
intimidation. ‘

ral:lfr'e:::t;z ltrlile United States Department of Justice, through the FBI, continues
to release millions of pages of illegal files that the Bureau kepe of Puerto Ru::zml
independentistas throughout the twentieth century, Th‘e files (Ias‘car[';vetas)frevea
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)’s leading tole in the‘ fabrtcapon o ca;c?s,
disruption of legal activities, and infiltration of legal. groups with the intent to Tllls-
rupt and destroy them and, as such, undermine the mdeper}dencg mavement. ;
FBI's counterintelligence program (COINTELPROY) continues in Puertfa RLco.
and many others are ¢lear that such was the case with my arrest"and conv&cticl}f.

“But the people of Puerto Rico never vote for independence, we s often ear.
First, self-decermination and sovereignry are not matters of a'ur:horlzatl-on awaz?;g
congressional blessing. And furthermore, the terror,of colonial rule might well be
expressed by [Marxist philosopher] Herbert Marcuse’s words:

This loss of freedom is not experienced as the work of some hostile and foreign force;
some relinquish their liberty to self-imposed rationalization. The point is that the appa-
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11"‘:;)|:us, tlo which so many have adjusted, is Presented o

iberation appear nor only hopeless bur irrational, 2

Clearly, the challenge for alf of us is a i
oscarh : . pedagogical Project, one whos i
10‘1 ar::l o:fr ﬁ;r;ceeris;tcgnzmljimzm to social justice, to caring. Bur carilfgrizsgg:*:%?
solitude, to the t;aring—:w(;y i;po?erctih;;n:r?;e’ e, e | must 1 et
o . artest, arraignment, rrig] convicti
—_— fmen?in‘g;;é lz;cfzme dthe O]‘JJ‘EC(I of a process that | observeci with ‘;i:r:l
me ot by o e Ofwocz 1€ pain of the baptisma] fire that would strengthen
2 strangen 1 ool rds cl); utterances but by the depth and humiliey of being
g ool nd myself, A.nd 50 .I share the following reflections because
i . ¥ aspect of hberalltmn is not the substirution of political
» out racher the transformation of our own humanity and our Eap;::(i::/

to see ourselves in h,
the enemy and the contribyei
| ibutions tha i
make to a more 1ust and humanized polity Foucha enslomation can

THE PASSAGE

m was fur-
tables and 3 couple desks. It was
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a quiet place, but by no means empty. All present awaited with a nervous silence,
nervous smiles and a general sense of tempered anxiety. There were students, profes-
sors, a few journalists, religious leaders from the commumnity and our legal team, I
spent the day dialoguing with my wife, our lawyers, Jed and Linda, and the others.
That sense that I was being pulled away kept haunting me. And yvet [ found myself
trying to make others laugh. Maybe it was my attempt to shake off the impending
solitude. Seeking refuge from myself, | sat next to my wife on one of the sofas and
rested my head on her shoulder. Again, 1 felt so far and yet closer in some strange
way; closer to everyone. At about 3:20 pum, someone entered the room and spoke,
“They've reached a verdict,”

My wife and I looked at one another. Linda and Jed looked at me and I remarked,
“this is but another beginning.” Jed put out his arm over my shoulder. The entire
room emptied as we walked those extremely cold blocks to the Dirkson Federal
Building. I remember taking deep breaths of cold air, fresh cold air, and absorbing
as many sights as I could. These would be my last breaths of fresh air for a long
time.

Entering the 21st floor of the building, we made our way into the courtroom. As
with the trial, the room was completely filled. Many wore buttons and patches of
the Puerto Rican flag. The feds had a large contingent of marshals and FBI agents
present. | sat with my wife until the court was brought to order. Called to order,
the judge entered. I looked at the people and signaled for them to relax and smile.
One of the marshals noticed my gestures to the supporters and smiled to himself,
nodding approvingly. I tipped my head to him as if to acknowledge.

Called for by the judge, the jury entered. That feeling embraced me, squeczing
me inside out. Linda held my hand. Jed placed his hand on my shoulder. “Yes we-
have,” answered the jury to the judge’s question. “We find the defendant guilty as
charged.” The judge looked at me. We exchanged a look that spoke a thousand
words: “1 know that you know what happened here, but you are incarcerated by the
rules even if applied unjustly,” was my lock. 1 wasn't angry. This wasn't the first
time in our history. The judge recessed the court for about twenty minutes. | was
ordered to remain in the courtroom. Embracing my wife, 1 tried to speak words of
hope as she cried. Or was 1 doing this for me? Her pain scorched my heart. The
faces of many grew teary-eyed. The press hurried about. One journalist said, *This

is terrible. How could they convict with no real evidence? This is wrong.” I looked
at the journalist and responded, “Wrong? Colonialism is wrong. Don't write about
me, learn from this and search for the right in the wrong that this government has
imposed as a colonial ruler in my country.” Loaoking at all those sad faces [ smiled
and, holding my wife’s hand, I spoke to those present. “Do not cry for me nor for
our people. This cannot be all that. Let the pain be a wake-up call. This is all but
a reminder of our responsibility to educate and continue ro forge our right to be
free.”
Remanded into the custody of the U.S. Marshals and the Federal Bureau of Pris-
ons, I was swiftly and abruptly separated from everyone. Five or six marshals took
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me by the arms and surtounded me, leading e to anot
courtroom. Before entering [ was ordered to give my wife all personal belonging
5

{watch, necklace money, ri
\ , Y, ring). Swept away, we looked i
the wall of marshals that cuffed me. Within three minittee oot I between

her door at the side of the

would suffocate me. I
- It was heart-wrenchj !
nching. I couldn't move, There were no win-

dOW ) H 1] : 1
o (;sng;a cfl;a;r:iwmhere is everyo;ie? I'thought. Would this mean anything ro
one? W anyone care! My heart h i
: y eat rapidly. My hod
espite the cold room. For not subscribing to the 1.5, govemmei-xt aan‘:}?’ss ;‘;:at¥
It,

good values, byt only
their interests.

was marked by lights and sirens
ing through.

fn those the fovernment considers dangerous. So
was later told, more Jike concern for themselves |

alon.e in this room. The other prisoners couyld s
i wamlad for hours. Afrer thar time, a few gua
reen ju i i i

fo anoj[hnelf;r:g.r H:v;ng cfhz:inged and again handeuffed, [ was escorted in an elevaror
iwarrpl Tf.-le z 'le.mte the elevatorll felt the cold. It wag dark. Everything was
painted | Th.e e et mgl?vas low and pipes ran along its sides, The lighting was
mnimal ; dy clear light was at the officer's station. There were three steel

a steel door that led 1o che cell block. AlLT could see were the ominci::s
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locking doors of raw, cold steel. The doors had narrow slits that passed for windows
to the hallway. I saw no faces. [ heard the cries of prisoners coming from what
seemed like two cells. They yelled and cursed at one another violently. These were
the expressions of outrage fallen into the depths of what seemed like a madness
brought on by the isolation, the sensory deprivation. I was taken to a corner cell
flanked by the two cells where the prisoners considered as lunatics by the guards
lived. Later I would be told that my placement in that cell was deliberate. And so [
entered my cell, an eight-by-eight-foot space of walls painted white, steel bed and
toilet, penetrating lights left on for days and a cold that produced vapor when 1
exhaled. [ thought to myself, “My God, just last night [ was with so many peaple,
talking, eating, sharing so much energy—and now. . . .”

My mind continued to rush. Within a few minutes of being in the cell a guard
passed by and said, “Machetero, right? Or is it FALN?" The Macheteros are a clan-
destine armed organization and FALN (Fuerzas Armadas de Liberacién Nacional)
were another. | nodded and responded “No, puertorriguerio.” “Well, here you go,
Mr. Puerto Rico,” expressed the guard sarcastically as he looked in the cell through
the slit in the door. Silence settled in. I looked around. The only signs of life were
the scratch marks left by others who had been here before. The most legible was left
next to the bed and read, “God help me, I'm losing it.” Yet it had been hlackened by
paint not allowing even diffused natural light to enter. The only sounds I could
hear were those of the “lunatics” yelling and making weird noises at one another,
the blowing of the cold air coming in through the air conditioning vent, the guard’s
keys and my own heart and breathing. 1 was alone. Would that be enough?

The light bounced off the walls, piercing my eyes. The walls seemed to close in,
suffocating my mind. Powerlessness played with me. I'd never been locked up or in .
anything. I always had the option to move about—not this time. Being locked up
in a segregation unit, the “hole” as it is referred to, is shocking. I was in the cell
twenty-three hours per day, every day. That thing, that feeling kept slapping me
about. The aloneness, the solitude had been shaking me as if trying o assist me to
anticipate for days, for months, what was to come. Still, I resisted and reached out,
crying painfully for the ones I loved, for my people, for the right. After hours of

mental games that rushed through me with maddening speed I thoughe, “Okay,
they'll realize the injustice and call me out scon.” But no. Why did I insist on this?
Atfeer all, wasn't it I who told people about the history of persecution? I was my
turn. No one here but me. I was alone. Was that enough!?

I couldn't think. The “lunatics” spent their days and nights screaming like ani-
mals, making noises, cussing at one another, threatening all with death, and defe-
cating and urinating in their cells. But this was my first night. “They're going to
drive me crazy,” I thought. No soaner did I think this than I discovered myself
assuming a lotus position on the bed. I began to meditate. During my meditation T
found myself struggling to block out the madness of the noises from those two. It
seemed somehow worse when they would remain silent for a few minutes and then

resume. The abruptness would test anyone’s nerves. I fell slowly into a deep medita-
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tion, Racher than blocking the “lunatics” out, I absorbed their naise until it became
part of the silence. After some time, I was distracted by a guard pounding on the
door. He looked inside and forcefully asked, “Are you okay? You haven't moved for
hours,” Smiling at the guard, ! said, “I can’t g0 outside, so I'll go inside.” Raising
his eyebrows, the guard uttered passingly, “Whartever,” and lefr. The aloneness had
washed all over me during the meditation, It was like a baptism, a rite of passage, a
leap into a radically new sense of time, space and movement,

I stood up o sip some water from che faucer. The floor was freezing. The cel]
smelled old, cold and wasted. | did some push-ups in an attempt to warm my body.
Doing so, 1 realized thar there were things I could do despite the limitations to

something, anything. What would it be? On the slip of paper I wrote the Serenity
Prayer: “God grant me the serenity to accept the things [ can't change, the courage
to change the things [ can, and the wisdom to know the difference.” With finger-
tip of toothpaste I stuck the message 1o the wall. Reflecting upon it became a daily
exercise. [ was alone, Was this enough? Loneliness is one thing, solicude or being
alone, another.

I' couldn’t change the cell, the prison itself, but [ coyld [change myself]. The
wisdom to know the difference between whar we can and cannar change is nothing
less than our eapacity to struggle. That which drives us to accomplish anything is
also the limit to what will be. And 5o ] learned to listen to the silence, to touch
and be touched by emptiness, to dialogue with myself. Lictle by lictle this made
every subsequent encounter witch anather nothing less than unique.

How capable are we of dialogue when so often it is rempered by the cluttered
existence of things, assumptions and movement with little time dedicated g really
understanding how and why we forge tomorrows? Paulo Freire spoke abundancly of
love and struggle. Dialogue, asserted Freire, is not a tactic, not a turn-taking
mechanical back-and-forth, not & description. It is curiosity, struggle, anger, joy.
Solitude then is not the ahsence of dialogue; it is self—reﬂection, self—critique, a dia-
logue of one, Our unwillingness to reflect critically yer compassionately on the self,
to step back, if yoy will, from the movement of time and space and oyur assumptions
continues to limir oyr commitment. We skate about op blades of words and ideas
whose cleverness establishes the rationalizations for our own stagnation. Do oyr
anger, rage and indignation become excuses for our arrested stare? | recalled [Anro-
nio] Gramsci, [Paulg] Freire, Sccrates, Albizy Campos and sg many other educators

understand the power of struggle as 3 mast human expression of love.

When we are tor from our families, friends and people, our bodies, hearts and
minds are shoclced——profoundly s0. The feedback, reaffirmations, the stimul; and
sharing that move back and forth from the “I" g others is suddenly silenced. Here
we enter into the “1.” Is this enough? No, but it is necessary. We read often of how

This Is Enough! N

the political prisoner leaves prison stronger than s[he entered. 1??\;: ;‘-‘;l:;trig;s::
i d reflection have washed us with an enru:'hed sense of lif ' :
STO[h'Eu'de z?due to a loss of freedom but to the realization thatd the political pglsoﬁer
oo i imposed convention. Such a
is free—sfhe has a freedom not contingent upon an pvention. Such a
' i of freedom to be forged by the sheer p
POSiUUr} S’trigséhfzr:sb:flgsomvzee{g%?e greatest contribution I can n-Eaice % 2 Puerto
?{Lil;zin;zistical prisoner, as a human being, is to struggle fc[)r rrllolre Itfegll;i,ofgunéz,
begins with the | and its context, our fight to be free of colonial rule. ,

he tearing-away is at once also a reaffirmarion of just hov.v close we really a.re.llj?:::rzi
tl ene has brought me back to being with myself and this is enough. ;Que viva Puer
alo

Rico libre!
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Chapter Twenty-One

Elizam Escobar

Born on May 24, 1948, Elizam Escobar spent the fiest ten years of his life
Puerto Rico, and the following seven years in Lomas Verdes, Bayamén, Puerto Rico,
Escobar records that his firse “initiation into politics was as a direct ‘observer’ in
1950, a5 a young child, during the Nationalist insurrection, where his uncle, Arturo
Ortiz was killed.”" Both his grand-uncle, Eliphaz Escobar, and uncle Ortiz were

members of the Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico and were politically active in the
anticolonial struggle.

In 1965, Escobar entered the 8}
eration of Proindependence University Students

in Ponce,

Afeer arriving in New York City in 1970, he finished his philosophy and art stud-
ies at New York City College, where he worked a5 an art
teaching in various community programs. Participating in several socialist and com-
munist organizations and active in the independence movement and the campaign
to release Nationalist prisoners, Escobar soon joined the Puerto Rican clandestine
movement.* Elizam Escobar describes the clandestine movement as “a symbolic
force capable of invigorating the psychological aspect and self-esteem of 2 people
or astruggle. . . . [It provided] the right to our self-determination and independence,
to self-defense and ro respond to the repression that existed in those years.”™

teacher in addition o

in the federal case, where the indictment alleged that the defendants “willfully and
knowingly combined, conspired, confederated and agreed together with each other
to oppose by force the authority of the government of the United States.” Defen-
dants were also accused of being members of the FALN (Fuerzas Armadas de Libera.
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i6n Naciondl}, an underground organization that engaged iln armécl:ll actions ng;f}nst
: omi i ing largely in Chicago and New
ili , economic, and government sites, targeting ! \
?lll';:asr};nbols of ULS. domination over Puerto Rico. Twenty-eight of thfa bombings
o:currz_d in the Northem District of Illinois (none of which resulted in death or
IHJ%LYQ .independemisms argued that they were challenging a foreign, cc:‘ioniai 'powm;:
that the United States had no jurisdiction and could not oy thbem asd /I-}.men;a?s,
iri i invalid. Escobar and his codefen-
the seditious conspiracy charges were inva ' ! : -
zzgt?ziiilared themselves “‘combatants in an anti-colonial war ?ltillilberaliltlor% aga;ns!l:
ich i ies [Puerto Rico]."é They then invoke
U.S. government, which illegally occupies [ .
Eﬂiu prisiner of war (POW) status and international law: UN Generz‘d Asse;r{};}l'y
Resolutions and the 1949 Geneva Conventions and 1977 prot:{_‘ol(]:c:alf_,J vsvhlch prohibit
i iminalizi icolonial acts.” The U.S. government
lonial government from criminalizing antico nent
zrlcz‘iiLcl’sed to zgicknowiedge the independentistas as POWs. Ald}orgh ncbme of !:hef ;Ede
' i f a murder or other felony, because of their
ndentistas had ever been convicted o e
iilitical beliefs, they were given unusually lengthy sentences and housed and iso
d inn high-security, special contral units. . ' . .
13t§5cobar%vas sentenced to sixty-eight years in federal prison. None of Fhe mde[;ler?
dentistas were convicted of any actual bombings, but they were found :guiflliy f;r 5 e1i
articipation in the FALN. After sentencing, Escobar was pl'aced in the Fed erad
Zécnrrecticmal Institution at El Reno, Oklahoma. In federal prison with restl:;mted
visitations, he could be visited by his mother only once a year; he was not allowe
to be at the bedside of his dying father or attend his funeral in 199.1' g :
On September 10, 1999, President Bill Clinton granted executive ¢ emenlcgr ) ‘
eleven of the independentistas, permitting Escobar to return ho.rr}e ] PueliFo ' u;(:.
The clemency, which did not free all independentistas,® set conditions that limit the
political activities and associations of those released.
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Art of Liberation: A Vision of Freedom

The political is found in the least likely of places, covered by multiple layers of ideo-
logical counterfeiting and acculturation. Qur daily lives, our dreams, love, death,
and even our hodies are all spheres of “invisible” yet intense political and human
dramas that take place behind the “visible” polirical struggle. This inner struggle
is, above all, more painful and more real. For it is from inside that we must decide
our real needs, both material and spiritual. Art of liberation springs from this per-
spective, recognizing the power of the imagination’s struggle. Throughout history,
the imagination’s struggle against prohibitions based on fear and ignorance has
been one of the leading political processes that pushes forward the liberation of the
hurman spirit by rescuing and creating new territories of freedom.

I have been active in the struggle for Puerto Rican national liberation since the
1960s. From the socialist-Marxist perspective, 1 have simultaneously engaged in
political-direct! as well as art/cultural work in support of this struggle, but not always
with the same intensity or understanding.

In my “firsc period” I separated “personal” work—my paintings—from more
“public” works—political illustrations, propaganda, caricatures, etc. Both activities
were done under the dictates of my ideological assumptions. Nevertheless, there
were always elements that would completely or relatively escape the dictates of my
“ideclogy.” Thematic elements drawn from my particular experiences exposed me
to conflicts between what was supposed to be and what actually was, creating ten-
sions that were contained by generic images (political monsters, doubts repressed -
by ideology, etc.). Formal elements, devalued by socialist realistm and other “realist”
aesthetics also escaped.

The “second period” began when I moved from Puerto Rico to New York, and
was defined by an almost total exclusion of painting due to the demands of my job
(schoolteacher), my political-direct work, and my mixed feelings about art. I was
under the influence of a politics of “art is useless unless it is for direct propaganda
purposes.” My work was limited almost exclusively to political caricatures for the
party publications. (Not a bad thing.)

In my “third period,” I made an almost about-face toward “personal” painting,
but this time working as a “professional” artist for different cultural institutions,
where | combined teaching art with learning other art techniques. At thar poing, I
was seriously dealing with the fundamental question of the relative autonomy and
the specificity of the theory and praxis of art (i.e., thar art has its own “rules” within
a space that is its own but always in relation to all other levels or spheres of “real-
ity," so to speak), not out of an academic or abstract drive but as a result of an
accumulation of experiences. Both my political and artistic commitment were more
intense than ever.

In 1980, I was arrested, together with ten other Puerto Rican independentistas,

are
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Desvelo, 1990, acrialeo on canvas, 72 X 43 inches,

ai'zd ;CCI.ISECI of seditious conspiracy and participation in the Puerto Rican armed
¢ andestine movement for national liberation, Since then I have been in prison,

11} . » .
Here,. my “fourth period” is taking place, and it is from the perspective of these
experiences that I consider the visionary role of the artist.

THE STRUCTURES OF SIMULATION

We live in sacieties divided into social classes,

: i 0 : where there is no trye consensus,
only the fictitious and spurious consensus determ

ined by the ruling classes. Elecroral
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Extended Vacation, 1994, acriolec and gesso on collage
photocopies on wood, 16 X 17.75 inches.

processes are national epics manipulated in the name of the people to legitimize
social control and coercion. To resolve these contradictions we must assume the
class struggle in all its diverse forms and confront the questions of Power. Only then
will the immense majority of excluded, oppressed, and exploited obtain the real
power. But we cannot wait for the day when the majority will rule in order to bring
forward the structures needed for building a free, just, egalitarian, and non-classist
society. We must build within the ruins and the hostilities of present conditions by
creating transitional alternatives now. We must build sociceconomic, political, and
cultural structures that are controlled by those struggling for change and the com-
munities they serve. These structures, “schools” for discussing all these problems,
will put into practice the notion that only by confronting the reality of subjection
can we begin to be free to create an art of liberation that frees people from the
illusions perpetrated by dominant culture.

The contemporary State creates structures of simulation. These are indispensable
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both to cover the real nature of the system and to show tolerance and acceptance
for dissidents. Furchermare, they not only create their own structures, but they obli-
Bate us to create our own.

For example, the ruling classes create the simulation of cultural democracy (the
illusion of real political power, equal opportunity and the freedom of difference in
order to make others believe that they have a real participation in the cultural
space) through the mass culture and the media. They need “false enemies” to wage
relatively inoffensive and limited “cultural wars” that end up strengthening the
social body’s health.2 One example is what happened to the spontaneous street graf-

Left’s culture of resistance has been depoliticized by obligating artists to make false
choices between a sort of one-dimensional domesticated “nationalist art” and mass
culture. This way, artists either tum their “criticism” against an abstract enemy or
they wear themselves out by coneributing an “original” aesthetic to the starus quo
(but always in the name of “Puerto Ricanness”) becayse they fear the worst evil,
that of U.S. statehood—to the benefit of the colonial bourgeois lackeys. Part of the
Puerto Rican independence movement reproduces itself as a simulation moedel
through this “culrural nationalism.” At the same time, artists are domesticated by
continuous government subsidies, status, fame, wealth, and by aspiring to national
titles, while those who persist to the contrary, whose politics are to unveil the whole
systemn of simulation are censored even by some orthodox Left publications who
want to reduce the debates to their own political good, that is, they won't allow
dissent within the dissent. Paradoxically, art (as the power of imagination), the only

“true” simulation, is the one that can lead us to the understanding (not necessarily
to the resolution) of that other “false” simulation.

THE CULTURE OF FEAR

But in order to liberate art from the nets of political power, we, the artists, must first
liberate ourselves from the nets of the culture of fear, and the inferiority/superiority
complex we have in our dealings at the polirical-direct level. If art is to become a
force for social change it must take its strength from the politics of art, art’s own way
of affecting both the world and the political-direct. It must rake strength from that
specific manner in which our praxis expresses the aspirations of the people, the
political collective unconscious, the contradictions, erc., through a symbolic lan-
guage. But the politics of art will happen only if the power of the imagination is able
to create a symbolic relationship between those who participate, the artwork, and
the concrete world: and then always understanding the work of art’s sovereignty (or
relative autonomy) in relation to concrete reality.

What is important is not the didactic pretension that we possess the solutions,
but che idiosyncratic ways in which works of art can bring out the real aspects of
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the human condition in particular and specific contexts quexperiences.bAlr't is, frlc?r}n
this perspective, an encounter where we have the poss1btht?r for a[syrn 0 1?, politi-
cal, and real exchange. Since our forms are also used to .dehberal:e y appea ];o peo-
ple for political-direct goals, it is logical that ar some point these str{ateggelsf ecome
dominant and in conflict with the internal problems ('the how) Dd a;t. b f:va: can
understand how the political affects and shapes evel:rythmg else, any tl g i ere;llce
between the specific practices of art and the practices of t.he political- hLrect, then
the artist would be clearer on how ta decide his/her strategies, sourc:;e.s3 t!e‘mgs, aesd-
thetics, etc. When it comes to the theory and praxis of art, the political is beyon
*politi irect) issues.”
anyMoiSlll_'J:.lg?}‘lgillgiich Art,” as I have come to understand _it, wants to pr‘esent pO!iE-
ical-direct issues through images, in a clear and communicative form, irrespective
of the medium, the style, or the aesthetic selectm_n. [t presupposes thaF one can
predict the kind of political effect a work of art is going to.have. Thus tﬁe I\;Imfokrltar:t
thing is the message. This emphasis on the message is Ei'kll'l to Marsha . cLuhan'’s
naive optimism “the medium is the message,” and ﬂx'i,ds its extreme in ¢ e m;ermg.n
of McLuhan's dictum: “The message is the message. Bot'h are found.ed in the ar 1;
trariness of the sign, which artificially separates and reunites everything ?htermls. 0
a signifier (in this case, the medium) and a sigmﬁf?d (hEt.'Ef the message). : e politi-
cal and the symbolic are de-politicized by the lmpomtl‘c‘m of a code that comes
directly from ideology, since as Jean Baudril.lard argues, “every att;r.npt to sujlrpas:
the political economy of the sign that takes its support frorr:}one of its constituen
elements is condemned to reproduce its arbitrary charactfar. I
In this way the participants are excluded from creating meanings ot -ler than
those already transmitted by the message since once the sngna-l is sent el;1 her ycn.;
accept it or reject it. There is no need to search for more. In this respect t 4& a[l;t %
the message shares commeon ground with the formal thelory of communication* w lE:
goes like this: transmitter (encoder)———messagehrecelv.er (decoﬁer). Onfz SPe;.lb ls,
the other doesn't. The message is assumed to contain information that is legl e
and univocal, based on a pre-established and rationalized code composed of s1g1i15.
Two terms are artificially reunited by an objectified content Falled message. The
formula has a formal coherence that assures it as the or}ly possible schc:fna for ccim-
munication, since a code names everything in terms of itself and anytl?{ng elge that
is not “designed” or “adapted” to the agency of the code cannot be utilized S.lrfce] it
won't work in this schema. The problem then is that this seructure d‘emels the
ambivalence of exchange; the reciprocity or antagonism between two distinct inter-
locutors. As soon as ambivalence shows up the structure collapses, since there is no
code for ambivalence, and without code no more encoder, no more decodf:r. n
[ 'am not saying that U.S. “Political Art” is equal to t.hls.over-fabsessmn “.rltl
“communication,” but that it is constricted to the code }f its mte.nnons.arT ma}n 21,
to present a message. 1Thus, anything that is nor in t'he sign form is am'blva ent and
it is from ambivalence (i.e. the impossibility of distmgu:slu_ng respective separate
terms and to positivize them as such) that any symbolic exchange h(ail;mclu?s
through images, discourse, objects, etc.) can emerge. On the other hand, this
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impasse is, of course, disturbing, since we cannot absolutely do away with the sig-
nific code.

The ironic dilemma is that we have to make use of this code though we realize
that it reduces and abstracts the irreducible experience of that which we call “liber-
ation” {or “freedom,” “desires,” “needs,” etc.). It is the all-too-familiar situation
where words (like “liberation,” “political,” “freedom of expression”) take command
over the real concrete experience and are used to legitimize and justify a practice or
a state of things. There is a brutal difference between “freedom™ as exchange-sign-
value or slogan of ideologies and abstractions, and the real freedom of experience—
one that is as necessary as it is terrible. Even under extreme repression, individual

ties. Here again art comes to the rescue, because it has the inventive power and wir
to deride, deceive, and betray censarship as well as self-censorship,

But how one is going to affect others is anather fmatter, since it is almost impossi-
ble to know how an arrwork will be taken. The effect is always diverse, contingent,
and unpredictable. Whether ¢his ambivalence is richer than a clear-cut message is
for others to decide. But the important thing is that an artist must reestablish an
element of confidence through hisfher intentions of being as honest as possible and
a5 consistent in hisfher views as convictions allow. In this sense a “solitary voice”
is as strong as a collecrive one,

Works of art are provocations, but in order for an artist to be provocative she/he
first has to have true vocation, that is, true dedication to het/his art and to those
who have been reduced 1o invisibifity. It is from there thar
relevancy but also can transcend its immedidte references.

The political aspect of art is ro confront all of reality, without ideological permis-
sions and through its own means. In order to discover our real needs we must be
incredulous about what we are told and why we believe ir. We must re-find the
internal relationship berween human desires and aspirations and huyman necessity,
but in a new way. We must put into question any philosophical systemn or form of
knowledge that claims to be the only and absolute truth. To that Marxist thought
of freedom (“freedom is the knowledge [or recognition] of necessity”) I add a con-
cept of art: art is the necessity of freedom,

art cannot only obtain

;

ART, PRISON, AND LIBERATION

Twenty-five centuries ago, when Socrates was incarcerated, he wrate his first and
only poems.’ Ever after, the experience has been repeated. In prison, many non-

writers, and painters have had some essential experiences in prisons or
of internment, and ma
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art usually comes to the rescue of those whg have to confront ;hese concliltmns af
one point in their lives, people who otherwise may never haxre one muc iOc:r :;11',;—
thing for the defense or estimation of art. Art d-emanlcfs «:f:rt:au—iflntl;;:’zl:»et:t;1 ; :11; ol
tude, and abandonment; and certain confronf:attog “'f’lth tlr‘t‘e se -Emln ea 1, al 5
themes that are usually repugnant to “revolutionaries” and practica lzeop e unless
it has to do with heroism or the glorification of a pe.rsonahr:y}; T1‘1‘E1]';: ore,, ’1t zsino
surprise that adversity and forced solitude are able to liberate that “obscure tegion
i ination. . ‘
o f:zzggﬁlﬁ&’ there is~consciously or not—a constant and extreme 1;terac;10n
between the pleasure principle and the reality principle (Ifor example, lt e rea'iza}
rion that in politics as in love one must learn hot.v.to v'valt), much sub :mmat;gn
desublimination, daydreaming, hope/cynicisr{';, d151llus1.onment, ang’erl,. funrf:':ail 1tz,
skepticism, repression, censorship, and hypocrisy. All Ithls-shapes onels ife Eﬁl art..
We are penetrated as much by the means Df communication as people on td e ou _
side; sometimes more, because of ocur enclo;st.ermg and lack of direct outside 1;:c;r}
tact. This combination of suppression and diversion keeps prisoners as apat etu}
consummers and participants in a vicious circle. The human condltmn', in a shtate! .?
extreme control and intensicy, distorted ro the most complete absurd?ty: flt' er life
is only a simulacrum (the art of the living dearh) or only through simulation are
rvive,
Ym"lfizll—: ::l;xceptions, but the final balance is dehulmalnizatior_l, a waste Of}?unﬁan
lives. Cheap slave labor, and the continuation of criminal alct1v1ty“th]r;10ugll‘ other
means and under different circumstances, are what character‘ue the “re abc; 1tattor;
shop” of a society that is itself in need of radical transformation. The ‘l:lleca. ence ;)-
this society is displayed in its prisons through a spectacle of.e}lct‘reme collective ma
ness. To “liberate” this experience through art is a responmbdn?y to others.

Prison has reconfirmed to me the great importance of art in our lives bicause
the deep reflection and the intense involvement that art requires help us tcc;. 'Ztmli—
understand the real necessities and the true meanings of freedom, for the indivi lila
as well as the collective. And to fight for that truth, to defend that tr.uth, art a s,o
becomes a weapon. A weapon not only because one can create meaning for one's
own existence or inspire others to continue the struggle. But mmpl.y'because 911@
can understand better the intrinsic relationship between the visions con;mg
through the praxis of art and those unveiled aspects of Fhe too—mu‘ch-lraluor}a 1zed
and arbitrary aspects of our ideclogies, as well as our daily mechanical rituals an
common nonsense. My own experience of repression expressed t'hrough art ;Ml
relate to other general human experiences of repression”and exc[usmn. betftrer t ani
let’s say, if I start to think through my “ideclogical eyes.” Art must spring from rea
hﬁ;i’ art becomes theoretical discourse, that is also a TIeCESSAry weapon. To theorlfde
art directly from the praxis of art is a necessity in opposition to those. Wh? c;«'ou
like to keep art as inoffensive “aesthetics” or as mere echoes of the political-direct.

And since some people would like to reduce art to a slogan of metaphysical propor-



302 Elizam Escobar

tions, one must always make the distinction between the art of propaganda, public-
ity, or design; and art as an act of liberation, The fundamenral distinction is that
an art of liberation can neither be a model nor a specific aesthetic or style. It is a
concept and an attitude with no specific formulations, only that it must be open o
any strategy that can help liberare art {and through art, people) from the dictatar-
ship of the logic, politics, and metaphysics of the sign.

ART OF LIBERATION

To me, art is the best argument for talking about freedom and about necessity when
one does not separate the body from the spirit, In my experience [ have learned

of the imagination influence the political-direct and help us to better understand
social reality,

I do not express this with blind enthusiasm. I have come ro suspect all those who
depend on and are maved only by enthusiasm. So when ] say that I believe in the
fundamental role of art in life—to provoke, to provide a critical outlook, a paradox-

sal, shared judgment. Nor am | saying that art should conquer the world. I is
enough for me to be conquered by art and to be able 1o let it go wherever it must
g0- So my bet on art is my bet on life. It is my bet on the possibility of linkage
between the political struggle and the struggle for survival in a hostile environment,
I am nat referring merely to prison per se, but to all those environments created by
the prison of social systetns, in the name of the people and freedom, as wel] as by the
prison of “communication.” Polirical awareness makes us confront all thar reality. It
makes us both assault the statys quo and critically inspecr ourselves,

ATt is an extension of life, and if you have artists whose politics are insubornable,
committed, and uncompromised, then they become as strengthening and inspiring
to others, artists and non-artists, as art is to life.

NOTES

Originally published in Retmaging America: The Ars of Social Change, ed. Mark O'Brien and
Craig Lictle (Philadelphia: New Society Publishers, 1990), 86—94.

1. The political is ubiquitous in today's world, but its more pure form is when you engage
directly in the struggles for change and power. . . ,

2. See Roger Bartea, Las redes imaginarias del poder politico (Mexico: Ediciones Era, 1981),

3. Jean Baudrillard, For g Critique of the Political Economy of the Sign (St. Louis: Telas,
1981}, 160,

Editor's note: Marshall McLuhan, “The Medium [s the Message,” in Medig Srtudies, ed. Paul
Marris et al. {Edinburgh: Edinburgh University, 1996), 30-34.

4. Based on Roman Jacohsen and critigized by Baudrillard.

5. Editor's note: Socrares’ The Crito contains his prison writings,

Chapter Twenty-Two

Standing Deer

Standing Deer (Robert Hugh Wilson) was bormn in Oklahoma in 1923. The son of
an Oneida mother from Wisconsin and Choctaw father from southwestern Oklz‘a—
homa, he learned to speak both Choctaw and Oneida, the languages SleFEn by his
paternal and maternal grandmothers, respectively, before he spoke }?nghsh..H'ow-
ever, within the first years of his life, his parents forbade hin'} and his two siblings
from speaking any of their native languages and discussing their grandplarents or the
clans that were their heritage. By the age of six, Stand'ul’lg Deer, a }1ght—slc1nned
young boy living in a white neighborhood, attending white schools in .Ok[ahom‘a
City, learned to disassociate himself and his two siblings from olther}\]am:t‘a A:'neri,-,
cans around him and to think of himself as “white” and “Arr}encan, not “Indian.
When any of the students in his school called him an Indlaln, he foulght themh—m
following his father’s instructions—unti] they agreed to call him American. Yet, e
maintained, he did not completely internalize the shame and self-hatred of his par-
ents. Between the ages of twelve and seventeen he ran away from home seve.ral
times, often to live with his father’s and his mother’s families and other Native
Americans. But he no longer remembered the Oneida and Choctaw languages and
custormns of his very early childhood and so remained an outsider. '

As a young adult, Wilson was arrested several times for a nurrllber of minar
offenses and received his first prison sentence in 1963: ten years for interstate traf-
ficking of counterfeit money. After his release in 1970, he was sentenced to anotlher
twenty-five years in the state penitentiary in Oklahoma for armed robbery and ar-
ceny involving the theft of an automobile. During that sentence, he spent a ye?rH in
solitary confinement for his involvement in a prison riot on _]uly EZ?, 1973. ; e
escaped on April 29, 1975, when he hijacked a bus transpomr}g 1-'um to another
prison and remained underground until police apprehended hlr.n in Chicago on
April 6, 1976. At that time, Robert Wilson was a notorious and s.k1lled bztnk robber,
and his prison records reflect that prison and state officials cclms1dered him danger-
ous (he routinely assaulted officers who tried to apprehend him).? '

After his arrest in Chicago, Wilson faced indictments on seven felony charges in

im
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the western and midwestern United States, including a June 3, 1975, bank robbery
in Oklahoma City that resulted in a near-fatal shooting of a police officer. Wilson
faced up to seven life sentences for interstare transportation of stolen jewelry and
bank robhberies. Along with an accomplice, Steven Berry, he was sent to the United
States Penitentiary Super-maximum-security prison in Marion, lltinois. While in
the Marion prison, Wilson suffered from degenerative disc disease, high blood pres-
sure, and diabetes. In March of 1978, he was in the prison hospital under treatment
for his chronic back problems when, according to Wilson, Dr. J. Plank ac the hospi-
tal approached him 1o help the chief correctiona] officer, Max Carey, monitor Leo-
nard Peltier. A Lakota and member of the American Indian Movement (AIM) also
imprisoned at Marion, Peltier was then and remains now one of the mast prominent
political prisoners in the United States.? Wilson refused, and Plank returnied him
to solitary confinement, Og May 3, the increasing degeneration of his back culmi-
nated in Wilsan falling in the shower and being unable to force himself upright,
Within days, Carey visited him, offering medical treatment in exchange for his
cooperation against Peltier.

On May 17, 1978, according to Wilson's account, Carey entered his hospital
room with a well-dressed whire tran who claimed that he could obtain medical
treatment and parole for Wilson if he would help “neutralize” Leonard Peltier. Fug.
ther discussion elicited the intent behind Peltier's “neutralization”: Wilson would
befriend Peltier through the prison’s Narive American cultural group, convince Pel-
tier that he had the means and materials to help him escape from prison, then
prison officials would kil] Leonard Peltier during the escape attempt. Wilson would
be provided with zip guns, wire cutters, a hacksaw, materia[s to make dummies, and

would soon reclaim the name of “Standing Deer” thae his grandfather gave him
during childhood. Wilson agreed to his role in the plan, Oklahoma authorities

ing rrial. Afrer his discharge from the hospital, Wilson had his first chance to meet
Leonard Peltier, whom he had not Previously supported, on July 4, 1978,

In Coming Home, an excerpt from a public message that he wrote in 1994, Stand-
* ing Deer relayed the significance of meeting Peltier: “[Thay] transformed my life,
brought me home (o my People, and put me dead in the middle of the political
struggle for the survival of my People.” He describes the events of that and the
following day as a spiritual and political cleansing and transformation. As he
approached Peltier thar day, he could sense the love, respec, and commitment Pel-
tier radiared and recognized his scars as piercings and flesh offerings from the Sun
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i il ter i d him to barri
i he left the room. According to Wilson, Peltu?r instrucre : !
Chj;rtieefocizorewfth a bookease, then verbally directed him o a ﬁfteen-1nch knifi
}igildden in a bookcase, Wilson recalls that as he picked up the knife:

i lyzed it became the face
i d into a snake in my hand, and as 1 stared para y :
T;h:h]znl:iem:lclimijlu;—eyed stranger {the unnamed agent who accompanied Carey] w{:o
\zanted Leon;ard dead. As I looked into the blue eyes, | sz:lwbthe flice (Ef] thf rgan ]‘_V )
hers. [ was terrified, but when [ looked at Leo-
murdered my grandfathers and grandmor : . [ o
ili his smile and it sounded like a gentle wacerfall.
nard he was smiling, and I could hear e Somule wacerfall |
ee through my tears, but [ heard the wate all say, i
;gil}ciar\lrz igrég;rnsw Brother.” And 1 fell to the floor and cut his honds and removed his

blindfold and he had tears in his eyes thar looked like a rainbow.¢

The evencs in the library marked an epiphany for Wil,son. He preten.cled to ;ctone—
tinue with the assassination plans and joined the pr1s?r; $ Nitwe Ametjlcarg cuhu;
i i i i chair-
i i izational skills quickly led to his promotion to
roup. His oratorical and organiza . . _
gerscfn and spokesperson for the group. Standing Deer beca@elan ?ctl\lrf e.md c[):millos
i litical prisoners, in particular for their re gious,
ken advocate for prisoners and po . : . i )
hysical, medical, and intellectual and educational rights. Seeking Natzre Af_‘mend
’ . . N
: religious rights, medical access for chronically ill patients, and an end to force
lcall';1 f y lderly it;mates Standing Deer continuously sent letters of protest ﬁo
abor for e ) ' 1
il to challenge what he
i i d supporters and families of prisoners, -
B o "of * ica' " Released in September 2001, he lived
ulag.”"” Released in Sep )
termed “the dungeon” of “America's g : r 20
with his wife in Houston, Texas. Standing Deer was murdered in his home on

January 21, 2003.

REFERENCES

Churchill, Ward, and Jim Vander Wall. Agents of Repression: The FBI's Secret Wars agaz]inl;st the
Bulack szther i’arcy and the American Indian Movement. Rev. ed. Boston: South En ress,
2002. i 1980

i - In the Spirit of Crazy Horse. New York: Viking, -
g:::ilzsgselgiiagoblt e“goming Home." 19 November 1994, W\V\v.i’r;g:égit/~doretk/
eri oming% i Ahiml (18 Marc .
i h... icanfcoming%20homestanding%20deer

amhwiicl\de::age to the People from Standing Deer.” 1A Center. 18 June 2000, www.

facen Lheml (4 April 2002). ) | ‘

lacem?‘;Sirsgc{fltsde;;ver:'?afld P(E:'Jwer." In Cages of Steel: The Politics of Fmprisonment in the

Unitéd States, eldited by Ward Churchill and Jim Vander Wall. Washington, D.C.: Maison-

Press, 1992.
neuve"éfj::ding Deer: A Message to the People.” 18 September 1999, www.angelfire.com/
i lanket/standingd.hrml (18 March 2002). .
blzjbaC'E{St?etseilgxin t;elsNightmare.” Native Web, 28 September 1998. www.nativeweb.org/
pagesflegal/sdnightmare.html (17 March 2002).
“Take Heed—Trouble Coming.” Hunsville ftem, 6 January 1998.




306 Standing Deer

- “What Is in Your Heart They Cannot Take.”

February 19938, .50nic.net/~
Issue5/98-G4%20%205pr/whatsin.htmlHyper[ink i i sonicnerf~doretl{

NOTES

Research and draft for this biography wete provided by Yvetre Koch.

1. The riot caused $21 millian in damages and resulted in the
a detailed list of Standing Deer’s prison record, see Perer Ma
Hozrse (New York: Viking, 1980), 38088 and 500-3.

- “Medical Record of Federal Prisoner in Transic: Wilson, Robert H. -
from MCC, Chicago, I 1o USP, Marion, IL, 79 Octaber 1976, quoted ir|x @:rrf g:frilf;{[,
and Jim Vander Wal, Agents of Repression: The FBI's Secret Wars against the Black Panther
Farty and the American Indian Movement (Boston: South End Press, 1990), 354

3. See the Leonard Peltier biography in chis anthology. T
4. Agents of Repression: In the Spirit of Crazy Horse; and Standing Deer,

19 Seprember 1994, www.sonic.net/~doretk/archivearch. . eri i
%20deer.heml (18 March 2002). =-erieanicoming

3. "Coming Home.,"
6. “Coming Home.”

1. For more writings by Standing Deer, see “Whar Is in You
' g r Heart They Cannoe Take,"”
Sonic Net. Februar;t 19?8. wmv.sonic.net/~d0retk,n’lssue5/98—04%20%205pr[whatsin.hrml (16
March 2002); Clan ¢ Jail the Spirit: Political Prisoners in the U.S., 3rd ed, {Chicago: Committee
to End the Marion Lackdown, 1997): and “Prisons, Poverty and Power” in Cages of Steel:

The Politics of Imprisonment in the United States, ed. Ward Churchi .
: s ed. chill and
(Washingeon, D.C.; Maisonneuve Press, 1992). urcaill and Jim Vander Wail

prison burning down. For
tthiessen, In the Spirit of Crazy

“Coming Home,”
%20homestanding

Violence and the State (Abridged)

The violence thing is what really has my head spinning. If violence is “the imposing
of a set of conditions on another party without regard to the other’s interest, or
without sensitivity to their situation” then by that definition, I have been the vic-
rim of state-imposed violence all my life and not just the twelve years | have
recently spent in prison. . . . In a way, I feel like my educarion is just beginning
because so sheltered have I been that these ideas on violence have not been avail.
able in any writings I've been able to get past the censors in these maximum security
pigsties I've lived in all these years. Let me say again [ haven’t read Ward Churchill’s
paper "Pacifism as Pathology” and I would very much like to.' I'm not opposed to
violence, but the support for violent action of any kind has always been absenit in
positions [ have read while condemnation has been overwhelming.

[ live in this prison where all my information comes out of the mind-destroying,
capitalist-promoting, thoughe-stealing TV, and the brain-washing, propaganda-
spewing daily papers. If you could sample the Tilsa World, The Daily Ollahoman and
the McAlester News-Capital for thirty days, plus be bombarded with the constant
blathering about how [President Ronald] Reagan is a subversive who loves niggers
and has packed the U.S. Supreme Court with Communists. So far to the right are
these people thar it is exhausting just keeping myself reasonably sure what my own
beliefs are. 'm enclosing a couple of letters to the editor columns to accent what I
mean about the political climate in Oklahoma (as if you didn’t know). The guards
are another 360° to the right of these newspaper views.

[ read with fascination tumning to amazement the three paragraphs Mike Ryan
devoted to Native Nations on page sixteen.? I, of course, agree that Native Nations
exist, that the Dine Nation has a large land base rich in nacural resources, that the
Dine are poverty-stricken, ill-educated, without jobs, have an outrageously high
infant mortality rate, and all the rest of it. And, of course, I agree that this situarion
must be changed, but ! had no idea that American Indians are in a position to
cripple North American imperialism. T would have thought that if the Native
Nations appeared to be in a position to deprive the United States of crucial
resources, the Indians would be stepped on like so many bugs. Neither would they
let us do it through their courts since their laws are carefully designed to prevent just
such a happening from ever raking place, If there was a violent movement formed, it
would consist of about twenty percent FBI agents and undercover Indians; there
would probably be no more than five percent of the total Indian population
involved in the liberation struggle, and they would be branded the lunatic fringe.
Many of our own people would turn against us after Jane Pauley and Bryant Gumble
explained to them that we were Communists or worse. Since we are so easily identi-
fied by our skin color and appearance, they would, if they felt it necessary, bring
into play the ultimate discourager as the prosecutor at [Nelson] Mandela’s trial said:

N7



308 Standing Deer

“If any threat to white rule were to arise, the shooting of 5,000 natives by machine
gun would provide quiet for a long time.” And it would, Mostly because that would
be just about the number of us involved. Then it would not be necessary for Furo-
american radicals to implement their Position as to what they would do to support
us, for we would no lenger exist.

Just because Armerican Indians can be fit into Joseph] Stalin’s conceptual scheme
defining a nation doesn’t make us any more unified than the nation of the dominant
culture that oppresses us.3 But the State’s ability to command discipline and obedi-
ence from the worker ants wheo would be called upon to dispense their violence is

Being around the Indjan brothers here in Oklahomg has been an experience,
Outside of Ben Carnes and Harry Hall I haven't

trouble for our people. If they have any religion it is Christian, Many believe long
hair is worn by trouble-makers. They are nearly all anxious to learn whar I have to
teach them abour our struggle, but it is hard because they have been taugh to assim.
ilate. Getring along with the white folks is their firs priority, and they are timid
about expressing their new-found polirical consciousness to other brothers for fear
of ridicule. The “Indian Leaders” in Oklahoma think folks like me and Ben and
Harry should be put to death for stirring up “trouble” in the minds of the other
Indians. I'm not speaking hyperbole. David Hilligoss knows a lot about how the
"Indian Leaders” think about us down here at the prison because Dave has tried in

to file to keep my hair from being forcibly cu.

I'sic in my cage and listen to my yuppie/buppie news programs on TV and the
country seems to be rushing to the right. Then [ read my Guardian and Worker's
World and find a world frothing at the mouth for socialist change. I wake up each
day in an intelleceuat vacuum, and I have no way to rest reality. [ still have sense
enough to know the Republicrats offer no solutions with the
tial election. But isolated as Lam, | can't decide if the tal
or if it is theoretical and will remain forever so. [ know ¥y

ir big, serious presiden-
ke about violence is serious

surely be ineffectual. Because of the secrecy required (in this day and time when
children are trained o turn their mothers over ro the police for smoking marijuana,
and where block wardens are being organized in some big cities to act as “Snirch
the suspicious activities of
their neighbors) they would have to remain too remote w0 develop the “from the

masses, to the masses” relationship out of which could germinate the revolutionary
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olitics necessary for support of violent action. 1 feel like I'm n;;ss;nghsom;thﬁilng. I
# i 5 iolence, but I am so afraid that the funer-
he idea of viclent response to State vio . .
lci): ev‘ftcauetd mostly be ours and I can't see what it would achieve. [ wanr to read
; it wi e [0 me.
hill's paper. Maybe then it will make more sens , o
C}}Lfn:t: seemf I%on’t know what I'm talking about it’s because 1 d.on t. I f]:el lee ;1111
in a dark room looking at things going on in a room with brighe ligucsf ur n:
separated from the light-filled room by a sheet particion. | can see al o yé)u éf
hlzjldows but can't quite make out what is happening in your room. ﬁl\lvccsln er ;::1
%Vard an,d Mike are looking through their own sheet out onto the sun- he \;ror
nd seeing a little more definition than I. [ have been aro‘und people—w en [ was
: Marion Prison—who knew so much about radical politics that it was easy to ghet
;1; caught up in the redolence of revolution that I'd forget that in real life on the
ide, revolutionaries were actually quite scarce.
Oug’;ogle who think as we do are rare and I don’t like it. If only there weredmore l;af
us. You've heard about the National Geographic Society st'udy that was oneh ;t(
th;a Gallup organization in May? Forty-five percent of Americans are unaware tha

‘apartheid is the government policy in South Africa; forty-seven percent are

unaware that Israel is the site of conflict between Arabs alnc-! Jews; fcilﬂ:y pf:;:::;ea:rel
unaware that Nicaragua is the country in ;vhic'}f;th; Sénschz:f'ixs;;\; 0(;0;1 s ace In
i erican in seven cannot identify the U.S.
;/?;L fr111:>:t El)o{:; j::;ilgh{:cor thinks Boston, Massachusetts, is in Texas (somewhere down
ton}. 'm not kidding.
a“g;:r?;’;i thi)nk I mean to be the purveyor of doom and g(ljogm, ;;It?asei;e;z?g;r
that the thought of violence makes me happler. tlhan two dea 1ogs byl;lgnou N bué
but 1 just believe “the time is not right.” Conc'hnons are more ; an | at i » gsu::h .
I would like to sit in on a strategy and tactics session and ls?ar jus : ;1 v such a
response can be organized and implemented without the po uc'.lelnflilzcmalnghO
group before we get to first base. [ know most of the stucIe-nts gn inte cuals who
took Huey P. Newton's advice on attacking the enemy in their CD'ETTt fes are
either dead, in jail or have become militant Rep.ubifcans. They wi; eb ty u talk
about violence so long as your propaganda and agitation appeglr to. ela’ Sur; L an
idealistic. They will even let you print intellectual discourses about it. It's j g

it that they won’t let you do.

NOTES

i i i 1988).
iginally published in Radical Therapy 13, nos. 3 & 4 { 1988 -
Origu;jféﬁj n(;fe' Ward Churchill’s essay is fully ricled © Pactﬁsn; asl‘ll“atl;lcv:logy.d I\gltI)Fis ;:;aa:
. nraxis.” i lume by Ward Churchill and Mike s
American Pseudopraxis.” It appears in the larger vo . o ey,
i Armed Struggle in North America (Winnipeg
Pacifism as Pathology: Reflections on the Role of : . .
Aarcl;i::ér Ring, 1998). Churchill first wrote the essay in 1986, arguing for the 1.1elcessuy of
violence in strategic revolutionary organizing, While pacifism promises that nonviclence can
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Chapter Twenty-Three

Leonard Peltier

A citizen of the Anishinabe/Lakota Nation, Leonard Peltier was born on the Turtle
Mountain reservation in North Dakota in 1944. During his youch, Peltier's commu-
nity experienced extreme poverty largely due to federal neglect chrough the Bureau
of Indian Affairs (BIA). Peltier describes a failed attempt to steal heating oil for his
house, his first of many run-ins with the law, as an example of the measures that he
and community members had to resort to in order to live under harsh conditions,
Of his early experiences with non-Native children, shopkeepers, BIA officials/offi-
cers, and the police, he comments, “I'm seven or eight by now and beginning to
understand the meaning of hate and racism. It seemed as if all white people hated
us, and I was beginning ro hate just as much.™

Raised by his Sioux grandmother who only spoke Qjibwa, Peltier did not leamn
English until he was forced to attend a BIA-run boarding school. For most Native
American youths at the time, the only opportunity for education on the reservation
was in racist, government-sponsored boarding schools. Largely designed to assimi-
late Native children, these boarding schools denied students the right to speak in
their native language or practice traditional customs and proved a leading cause in
the dissolution or loss of Narive traditions and culture.?

Leonard Peltier left school at the age of fourteen, moving to Denver, Colorado,
to find work. There, he met Dennis Banks, cofounder of the American Indian
Movement (AIM). Banks gave political instruction to Peltier, who became his
bodyguard. Soon, Peltier, with other young Native Americans, strategized actions to
restore value for Native culture and attain economic assistance for poverty-stricken
reservations.’

Peltier served in the “Trail of Broken Treaties,” AIM’s attempt to force the gov-
ernment to fulfill neglected creaties, by occupying the Bureau of Indian Affairs
offices in Washington, D.C., in November of 1972. The occupation ended with a
verbal agreement between the Nixon administration and AIM members in which
the administration promised to fulfiif the “Twenty Points” of AIM’s grievances and
not prosecute any of the AIM members. The demands were never met. Instead, the
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Federal Bureay of Investigation (FBI) began its long campaign to destroy AIM
through intimidation, artests, imprisonment, and vialence,

Following the Trail of Broken Treaties, Peltier was charged with the attempted
murder of an off-duty police officer in Milwaukee. Afrer five months in prison, he
was released on bail and fled the state to avoid legal proceedings. While conclusions
about Peltier’s role in thig violent exchange with the Milwaukee police vary, for
some, the allegations against Peltier are an example of police harassment and prose-
cutorial malfeasance stemming from the FBI COINTELPRO and government
attempts to imprison or “neutralize” mermbers of AIM.5

A fugitive, Peltier joined other AIM acrivists on the Pine Ridge reservation in
North Dakota in the spring of 1973. There tribal authorities, under the direction
of tribal president Dick Wilson and the GOONs {Guardians of the Oglala Nation),
had terrorized traditional elders and progressive Native Americans and transformed
Pine Ridge into a state of siege where police abuse was rampant. The GOONS initi-
ated violence against members of AIM and other traditional Native Americans,
AIM had seized the town of Wounded Knee, symbolic site of the 1890 massacre of
hundreds of Natjve Americans, to draw national attention to injustice and repres-
sion on the reservation. In early May 1973, satisfied by the government's commit-
ment to discuss past Lreaties, recognize traditional Eovernments, and investigate

police brutality by Dick Wilson’s GOONs, AIM lefs Wounded Knee, and in the

accountable for any injuries, deaths, or malfeasance despite the under- or uninvesti-

gated numbers of assaults and murders occurring on the Pine Ridge reservarion.6
In this context, two years later, an FBI shootour at Pine Ridge occurred while

Peltier, along with AIM members Bob Robideay and Ding Butler, were protecting

codefendants were acquitted on grounds of self-defense, Peltier, who was tried sepa-
rately the following year, was sentenced to two life sentences, Upset by the acquittal
of the other two defendants, the FBI had revamped their case for Peltier. He had
been faced with g changed venue to Fargo, North Dakota, a city known at the rime
for its animosity toward Native Americans; a new conservative judge; and newly
obtained witness testimonies and incriminating evidence.” Ty incite prejudice
against Peltier, the FB] publicly assigned agents o “protect” the judge and jury. The
state refused a public trial for “security teasons."s

Convicted, Peltier, incarcerated at Leavenworth, has been imprisoned for de-
cades, although the evidence of his guilt is questionable. In 1985, Prosecutor Lynn
Crooks retracted his earlier condemnarion of Peltier as a “cold-blooded murderes”
and admitted rhat “the government [did not] really know who shot those agents.’ s
Author Peter Matthiessen observes: “Whatever the nature and degree of his partici-
pation at Oglala, the ruthless persecution of Leonard Peltier has [ess to do with his
own actions than with the underlying issues of history, racism and £CONOMICS, in
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articular Indian sovereignty claims and grawing oppositt::::; to massive energy
gevelopment on treaty lands and the dwindling reservations.
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[ lie here in my bed this Saturday afterncon, my head propped up on the hard lietle
pillow, my chewed pencil stub poised ahove the yellow legal pad in my lap, and |
redream today'’s inipi, or sweat-lodge ceremony, not wanting to let it go. The inipi
makes each Saturday morning holy here in otherwise unholy Leavenworth, When
I'return to my cell after thar inward journey in the swear lodge, I try to relive each

I was taught by the Elders that there are three kinds of Original Instructions,
There are the Original Instructions for all of humankind, sort of like a Ten Com-
mandments that's true for al| human beings. Those kinds of instructions come only
through the highest individuals, like Moses ar Jesus or Muhammad or White Buffalo
each nation,
each tribe. Those come through great spirit-warriors like Crazy Horse or Sitting
Bull or Geronima or Gandhi. Then, third, there are the Original Instructions for
each one of us gs individuals, for the path our own individua] spirit is supposed to
follow. This last kind of Original Instructions are most likely to come to you during
the inipi or other sacred ceremonies.

As I sit here, my whole body feels aglow, warm wich inner vibrarions. In my
mind’s eye, [ relive all the events leading up to and coming after today’s inipi cere-
mony. I can't really take you into the central moments of the sweat with me. Whar
happens in there is intensely personal, You never celebrate, or even speak of, the
most important things thar happen to you, the deepest and most spiritual things.
Those are between you and Wakan Tanka and no one else. To put those into words
is to freeze them in space and time, and they should never be frozen that way
because they're continually unfolding, changing with and adapting to each passing
moment. You can only approach such matters with words, not describe or capture

Many people are terrified of sweats—and not without some reason, It can get so
hot in there when they pour the water on the red glowing stones that, if you're not
used to it, you literally reach the end of your tether, of your self-contro], In that
scalding, flesh-poaching steam, you feel there's absolutely nothing you can do but
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out Mitakuye Oyasin—"All my relations!"—and be permitted to ‘exit.thrlough
E}l;i sweat-lodge door, which is swung open so you can leave. That option is a ways
i ' to stay in the inipi.
avegjﬂzie‘:? ‘I\:x?il-tlifz'oatr]eree:::;Eiiir:e;iou dor“:’t do it. Ygu resist the tempration. You
ckr;n iou,r gut and tough it out. You dig your nails into the bare soil Flf t;:e f}:or.
EU ting there naked in the superheated darkness, your bare knees o'nly inches from
. I?:'lten rocks in the central pit, you come right against the cutting Edgcf of‘ your
e “; our own pain. But the fear of pain is much worse than the pain 1t5e[f.
E{)}F t’se ifil:t you quickly come to realize. And that’s a lesson yO}l’ll need to leam‘1f
youE:re going to survive in this world, 5?1 you maya:fa :Ziilssleam it well, And yer, in
hen you face it eye to eye, there's an e
th‘i; :zltli"xi:g eis;/, it begins with an awareness of ti?e fear iself. And tlherllj, c:stc;rri:i};?i\;
you pass right through fear, righlt through th?t Eljaln"nYDiLtl »:.:‘:; : ;‘:,i rl;r; e
in. ong as you feel pain,
e b?rogcillfea\:r[i:f ypoa;nstc?: thirﬁdngyof yourself can you acrually get past that
VU}JTSZ-‘D& thatyfear. You've got to forget yourself to find yourself. You yourself are the
Eilt?yway. Your own mind, suddenly clear of all thoughts, all felar, is the door. And
when you open that door and pass through into that othe_r realm. . b —
But no, please forgive me, | have to stop heée. Beylc;lnget:;so E?int it bec
i i i . t it into words wou .
P“I\"';Teu é?r;?:ergu;n;;l:zc Et: \’i'lrtite only of the before and the after, of the s?mp:e
actionsp that precede and follow thacfholiesll_:l of momertlt;.: }6’e3t Oee;crﬁeif Itrll'xyoscf:e lslircr{:g;
i i in its own way, too, from the momen :
:Eéﬁ:jl;sligjgels open with a metallic hiss and hum an'd grind and slam and my
Saturday morning, my most sacred time of the weel::, begmsil X o
I'm already up for half an hour or more—preparing my ¢ 01;g ti, my de,r wnd
my hears, for the inipi. [ try to keep my thoughts toget‘her, not let them :ivan e to
much. [ take out my sacred pipe, slowly and methodically cie'anmﬁ and po : Eivg
the unassembled red pipestone bowl and the long stem as a k.md l;:) f‘s:orni;rr1]_:> :mal
spiritual practice. I don't put the two pieces togethejr gnul just be c>re1 :ii v
ceremony. Putting the two parts of the pipe together is like puttmglan electr CIZ reg—
into a socket—it creates a connection and releases powers that only a 1:)1r]0peri e
mony can contain. White Buffalo Calf Worlnan taught us hm;r to use tl: Ofl agrded
Pipe. [The pipe that] she brought us still exists among the 'La clota peopf tilg parded
over by Chief Arvol Looking Horse, the nineteentb—generauon ce;perci fhe sacred
white buffalo calf Pipe. To us, that original Pipe is as sacred as the onf].,m? Cross
would be to a Christian. Arvol has come to visit us here at Lea\{enw}{:rt I,J'glvmg
spiritual counsel and even more personal sense of connection with atd rlfp:i -
So, just cleaning and polishing my pipe—a descem?lam; of thathwon e " da,rik
nal—and sharing some of its power, helps fom:us.my mlr}d and pushes zwsfy Qo
thoughts. I'm proud to have been chosen as a pipe carrier. 'Tl'hat sacre l_1::1;:2, wt r
I smoke it during the ceremony, takes my prayers of thanks right up to the Creator.
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there's nothing that would surprise you. The usual stuff for the ¢
theless sacred and personal to me. | also gather in a separare bund
noodles I've boughr at the prison commissary; they'l]
water the cook keeps going on the fire outside the sweat lodge. We each bring some-
thing like that, if we can—a couple of sausages, a horle of chili peppers, a six-pacl
of soda pop, some potato chips, whatever, These are for the communa] sharing held
after the ceremony.,

I'm grateful not 1o be working my usyal eight hours ar the furniture factory today,
as | do during the week. Though Saturday is
enworth, I've asked family and friends not to schedule visiys iy the
afternoon, the hours of the swear. I also skip breakfast this morn
whole being on the coming ceremony.,

Shortly afrer 8.00 aM, the prisan chaplain’s vojce comes o
“Native Arnerican Sweat ceremony will be held today,” he announces, That’s good
news. You're never quite sure when yoy wake up on Saturday morning if the swear
will actually be held. The anly reason we don't have a swear is if there's a lockdown,
or a heavy fog, or some especially stormy weather that prevenrs

le two bags of
go into the pot of boiling

morning or early
ing, focusing my

ver the loudspealcers;

with the Grear Mystery,

Being out in storms was something [ always loved as a boy. All thar thunder and
lightning spoke to me. [

courts, which finally ruled thar Native Ameri
religious rights, such as practicing the inipi and carrying a

least they're given. State prisons can be worse than federa
Just recently a Creek-Seminole inmate named Glen Sweet was to be executed at a
State prison, not far from here in Missouri. After all his appeals were exhausted ang
» he asked to have gne last inipi, one fing]
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i ' his execution by lerhal injection.
ing in the prison sweat lodge, just before | :
(:leansll'lgl_llll:—:3 Z;E 1;)/cn_]’c] think. But, no. His request was refused, and I.'le died w%tho!uf
ot mu:mony fmagine if he were a Catholic and had been denied liSt rltii. :
im‘] Czr all chis from our own spiritual advisor, Henry \gfahwassuck, who walke
iy i hed him die.
xecution chamber and warche : ‘ . 1
Glelr-llsw:tatr? fi&:\n " Henry told me. "He died brave, like an Indian cl1els{ He'll
I Wi 3 / . : .
have ;is inipi ceremony in the Sky World. They can’t take it away from him up
ha
el he sweat lodge.
I wait for the call o go down to the 5" ’
IC\;EV: of the bros calls down the corridar, Hey, weather's clear. Temperature's
out there!” . o
ﬂb%ﬁt tc\; eInIEEe it when it's cold. Being in the scalding heat inside of the sweat loclge
'thO;Il 'that pure freezing cold on the outside somehow makes the sweat cerermo y
wi
¢ intense.
SBTFZSE ;?tC:; 7:30 aM, I gather my pipe and bundles, head out O.f my cl_tlall dzxgz
h nalrrow corridor to the stairwell and make my way down the stglrsltce) ;( c; Op?lave
tl ) lain’s office door, where we gather around unti} we get the };1511 10 have
ﬁl':apsweatwr as the hacks (guards) fike to call it, the “Pow-Wow. { pas§d S argld
t Z metal detectors before I'm finally out through the cc:mplex o comt clni1 o
g‘:tbuildings into the icy open air of the yard. Outside there’s one more meta
k. .
fUl:\;?;lC :he other bros [ stand there for quite a while in frc&;t of the. laézkii ag;t;ﬂtg
i ! ilt around the sweat lodge. Wearing jus s
the rall wire fence they've bui he s . ring Just swearpanes
i i ’ hivering in the bracing air a
T-shirt and the like, we're all 5 ny :
ngrd to unlock the gate. But the cold air feels goad. iAnd it's ?urﬁ, un[ll(]j{zetsl'sle::jz\;}:
ir i fiblock. T fill my lungs with the co ,
worn-out, breathed-out air in the ce . fhe foddness, enjoy-
i hanging pleasancries, bu
i second of it. We stand there exc : : ‘ o
mgc;vzrsyhing around on this sacred occasion. We're all focusing on theﬁ im-varfnjfli;e
rTeL;f WEJ:’re about to take. Finally, the chaplain unlocks the gate and we file in, y
i ighteen of us. . ) .
Slx"i"e;? gc:a(:dgcounts us for the third or fourth time, and says, g)kay, yolu 1'(:f 11;]1.t laalugzllj
i be locked inside a rwelve-foat-
." He locks us in and walks away. We may : : it
isttirl fence inside a maximum-security prison directly up faga{mst the north wa
i —suddenly—wve're free!
by two towering gun towers, but—su y
ﬂarl‘i]kei w‘g each make our preparations. The drum keepers set up the cllrum oltljtlj; :t
the lZd e. The fire keeper starts the big fire ousside the lodge, the ﬁre. t1lat V:ltwo *
all the ia.cred stones for the ceremony to come. Fach of us SEtT a [I;.mc ;toof wo of
tobacco, along with our prayers, onte the fire. The cook gets the 1% p ot e
boiling lon another fire off to the side. I hand him the two ba;lgs c;f no e e
brought. Beside him he gathers a growing pile of packaged foo sl:uds:j raless y e
vegetables and some soft drinks. We set up the lictle stone altar an ess It wich
sagge and sweetgrass and other ceremonial items. Those of us who are pip

i ime bein
assemble our pipes for the ceremony ahead, setting them down for the ti g
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at the altar as an offering. We also set out our eagle feathers with g prayer of offering.
Then we stand around and char good-naturedly, maybe sip some hat coffee, all of
us feeling good. It's pretty much a social hour until aboys 10:30 aM or so, when the
loudspeakers ring out, “The count is clear!” meaning everybody's been accounted
for at the last head count.

By now it's nearly 11:00 a.m. and we await the arrival from the outside world of
our spiritual advisor, Henry, whom I've known since we were kids together at the
Wahpeton BIA school.! He also had the high honor of spending five years within

at time—as they did against so many others
who had done nothing but defend their people.

Henry’s our sweac leader for today. He’s a friend to all of us, a wonderfully spiri-
tual guy—and one tough-nosed dude, let me el you. When it comes to the inipi,

lodge—the saplings that create the skeletal structure of the domed lodge, and the
rocks—small and large stones of fire-resistant gray-black lava—thar we use in the
fire. The lodge's covering we've pieced together from tom blankets and miscellane-
ous pieces of canvas we managed to scrounge up here in Leavenworth. Maybe five
feet high and nearly fifteen feer across, it’s sort of make-shift looking, I suppose, but
to us it’s as impressive looking, and certainly as holy, as any cathedral,

Now the singers ser up the drum and start bearing out a [ow, steady rthythm, They
begin one of the sacred ongs, a pipe song, the first of many songs to be sung this
day, and we finally start filling our pipes for the ceremony ahead. The big bass hoom

pray they do.

Now Henry finally arrives—they don’t let him in till the last possible momert,
it seems—and the chaplain locks him into the swear compound with us. Henry has
a big hearty hello and a handshake and a hear hug for just about everyone, But his

Those are his exact words every time. That's the signal for us to enter the sweat
lodge.

By now we've stripped down bare naked, wrapped only in a torn strip of old army
blanket—which we've had to use lately since they confiscated our ceremonial tow-

said, “Did you ever see 5 baby born wearing a diaper or underpants?” Often the door
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of the sweat lodge is compared to the opening into the womb of Mcst(l;e:;1 Eart.h.hl
also like to think of it as a doorway into your’self and through you'rself ai? then right
out of yourself. Your self's the first thing you’ve got to leave behind when you enter
tb%&:!i;ter through the pulled-back door flap, turning immediately t0 the leftl and
moving clockwise around the interior of the IO(’:ige, each of us assuréung our p aches
on the bare, well-smoothed dirt floor. Whaoever's been chosen'that ay to 1i)cnn.' the
water on the red-hot rocks to create the steam enters ﬁrst,'mo‘tfmg arour.id the circu-
lar lodge and taking his seat beside Henry, w}{o's already.m his plal;ce, 51lt.tm,ri' Just tﬁ
the right of the still-open door, preparing his ceremgmal parap ema::l 112_1. t's sti
cool inside the lodge; the central firepit in the center is empty. The red- ot stones
will be handed in later by the fire keeper from the fire outside, each glow;lng' stone
brought reverently inside on deer-antler carriers. The first seven are}t)ro;g tlm on;
by one—one each for the four sacred directions, Mother 'Earth, the 1iop ;3_,1 an
Woakan Tanka. More rocks will be brought in later, depetndmg on ho;:r Otf enry
wants it to get. But even before the stones are broughF llzilt?: body heat of some
ickly warms it up to a cozy temperature in there. .
mglgsirg:r;tgzgsk tﬁe doorkeepir, who will close and open the door four times, or
four "rounds” as we call them, during the two-to-three bour ceremony. NexF ﬁe
pray and “offer thought,” as Henry calls it, trying to bring our collecive mll.nls
together as one mind. We pass the sage around Fhe circle; everybody tz; esha ittle
pinch and chews it or maybe puts it into their hair. And t}}en Fhe eagle ezt Eclers ﬁare
passed around, so we can all share their energy. The flap is still open, and t ke 1st
seven rocks are brought in on the antlers and placed in the <‘:entrz}1 pitat our ni:}esci
We offer cedar on the stones, to cleanse and purify thle air, der}ng out ;myda}
thoughts. Then Henry asks for the water, and a bucket is brought in andlp aced in
the center of the doorway inside the lodge. Cedar is offered onto the glowing stones
themselves, hissing sharply as it fills t}lle air v;rith its lo;ely anell. Then Henry sprin-
r onto the stones, and blesses the water four times.
klelflctal;iret;ej zourer takes Henry’s buffalo-horn scoop, fills it with water, ind' mal;zi
the first pour onto the rocks. By now the door's closed and . . . But, no, tbats as o
as | can take you here. The rest, Henry tells me, cannor be told. It can be expe
told. ‘
enlciihb(l;ril;mstay that four times the door is opened and dosedt four times theh watt;Il'
is poured from the buffalo homn onto the molten recf:s, Fo’ur times thehsupgr ean5
steam explodes and envelops us . . . bue, nohmorrf’:’! HDconti d;:;lge what happens,
ecifics that happen to you in there!” Henry insists.
nogilgfltlﬁzrfgr that. I hope ‘I/Jclju will, too. Already I've probably said too rm.u:h,k I;;t
Henry will go over this and see that what should be unspoken remakt:ns unsp:ro me:
This precaution is for your sake as much as mir.xe: To'speak of what aplbpen;md e
in the inipi would be like giving you the medicine intended for me. It w
pointless, even harmful—to you as well as to me.

Enough said. Mitakuye Oyasin.
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like a powerful slap, almost knocking me backward. Yer i feels wonderful, Of to
one side there’s 4 Jerryrigged shower wich unheated water thay | enjoy shivering
under for a few seconds, washing off the sweat and slapping wildly at myself, [y’
unbelievably invigorating after the scalding-hot sweat bacl, My flesh seems ro Come
alive. I could swear Pm glowing, I feel so good. [ have been reborg]

We malee a circle outside and light our pipes, and “offer thought again, [y's all
very intimate, very moving. After burning some more sage and sweetgrass, we ermp
DUt our pipes, then dress and haye our communal sharing of aff the foodstuffs the
cook has fixed up, By now everyone's bright-eyed, stmiling, laughing, talking a blue
streak. There’s 3 really powerfu] camaraderie. Jt's 5 happy and a holy moment. We
hate for it 1o end. But soon the chaplain appears ar the gate, and a guard barks,
“Time's up. Gotta get ready for four o’clock head count!” That tnstantly dampens
the magic, and moments larer we're on gur way back through those three metal
detectors, hack into rthe cellblock, back into the ordinary world. Back to Leaven.
worth after seven hours of blessed freedorm. And those guards in their gun towers
never even realjzed we'd escaped!

Epilogue

Incommunicado: Dispatches from
a Political Prisoner

Marilyn Buck

September 11, 2001

NOTES before
| morning-slow
Originally published in Leanard Peltier, Prison Writings (New Yorl: St Martin's, 1999), ' 1 move
18398

Julan hollers
come come see
the world trade center’s
exploding

L. Editor's noge. In 1953, when Peltier was nine vears old, the Bureay of Indian Affairs
{BIA) took Peltier, his sister, and his cousin away from thejr grandmother, They were
brought to the Wahpetan Indian School in Narth Dakota. As gt many BlA schools, the
environment wag highly abusive; students were beaten if they were not considered “clean™
upen inspection. Peltier of; the school as soon ag he could. See Poter Matthiessen, In the

's Tot serious
Spirit of Crazy Hopse {New York: Penguin, 1980), 45. she’s ot ser

no one would make that up
would they?
maybe
live on TV
video mantra
replay: plane crash
replay: collapse .
slow motion, dying moming

no, not a made-for-TV movie
not a disaster ilm
not Hollywood special effects
one tower falls
the other follows
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da chickens come home to roost?
enormiry crashes
dazed disbelief
{chickens won't roost here again
pigeons either)

I, a palitical prisoner, can
conceive why
but comprehension is not complicity
[ look around me
[ know nothing
I know too much
there is no answer in death
nor in dying
[ know
soon others will die
dark smoke spreads
cinders of wrath rise
the eagle's talons flex
hungry for revenge

(eyes locked on the shocking scene
a Muslim sister whispers
they will blame the Muslims)

I know
many will feed the eagle
the Palestinians?
(Palestinians are always suspect)

Muslims?  Arahs?
many will die red upon the [and

[ can't comprehend
men who commit suicide
taking civilians with them
(a ws. postal worker
Columbine high school boys
a man at McDonald’s
all-American suicide killers)

civilians
used as warheads

I' shudder and wall away
from death

to my cell
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Bich Kim runs in
if there's a world war three '
they will shoot all the prisoners, won't they?

1 shake my head
1 don't think 50
but you, political prisoners
like you, won't they?
I hope not
(question marks
the corners of my mouth:
what do I know
about the fine-print)

1 tumn to sweep the floor
find rhythms of the ordinary

The Order: 9:00 AM PDT

a tap
I turn
a guard
come with me

1 won't return today

I stand before the captain

we must lock you up

for your awn safety

(not for my safety)

you're intelligent you know why
I speculate, no
not for my safety

you must be locked up

Just for your safety

[ am
stripped naked
ID card confiscated
everything taken

[ need my glasses!
keep the glasses
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[ keep a neutrat face
handcuffed behind the hack
clad in bile yellow for isolation
and flip-flops

[ keep outrage

wrapped within my fists
I'swallow anger

metal clangs swallow sound
the conerete cocoon swallows me

The “SHU”: Special Housing Unit

“there was an old woman
she lived in a shoe”

what did she do?

9/11  no prisoner may speak to you
you may not speak to any prisoner
9/12  overheard voices
there are terrorists here
who are the terrorists?
silence, everyone behind her door listens
914 a legal call
small relief: ic’s political~Washington—
not something i did
917  no more calls
no visits
no mail
until further notice

incommunicado

i hang from a winding string
winding in this cocoon

i breathe deep
the air isn't good here

(from outside the walls Susan yells
you are not alone)
i breathe deeper
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Sunday i get a radio: KPFA lifeline
Sikhs dead, detainees disappeared
political prisoners buried deeper

incommunicado

i remember another September 11: Chile *73
more than 3,000 dead
tortured assassinated disappeared
a ClA-supported coup
(the WTC bombers not-yet-born)
many people there still mourn
let us moum all the dead
and the soon-to-die

i worry about the prisoners
isolation sucks at the spirit
i am furious: inferred association
held hostage in place of men
with w.s. weapons and CIA training
an infernal joke
the puppet masters laugh

i laugh to stay sane
before i explode in irony's flames

we are hostages
to blood-thirsty oi] men
ready to splatter deserts
with daisy-curters
their collateral damage
dead mothers and children
dead mother earth
dead daisies

{hasn't this happened before?
u.s. cavalry and smallpox blankets
special forces and blanker bombing)

(Susan is back
she taps on the wall: you are not alone)

i walk around the edges
how many walk on edges?
whar edges do the Palestinians walk?
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the food trap opens
cold eggs the color of our clothes
plunk—weekend brunch

i swallow in silence

silence flees before sudden cacophony

two women beat plastic bowls on mera] daors
We want rec we want rec
the sun is out we want ou

my head is wrapped in metallic clanger
bang bang bang

i stay silent

i bite my lip

hours pass: shift change 2:00

the sun drops fast behind che wall
finally: who wants recreation?

Ido

me too
let me out firse

voices reach through the metal doors
food traps clank
handeuffs click
one by one women are led

to wire cages

joy rings louder than the chains

i wait

no guard comes
i break silence
you didn’t ask me
disembodied denia] echoes through the walls
you can't go with the athers
wait
not my decision
i will miss the sundrops

“Perchance to Dream?’

night comes
i fall exhausted into sleep
i dream of Dresden Hapoi Baghdad
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whistles scream
walls fall apart
in waves
Dali deserts
watches tick
waterdrip

dream shift:
swords of steel glint against the sky
a swarm and puff
dark blood drops
bituminous birds bank
spread-eagled free fafl
ashes ashes they all fall
down dark flashes
cherry splashes on concrete
Babel towers collapse in crying heaps
a curtain rises gray
covers gladiators draped across the stage

{ wake cold-throated

what time is it7

my limbs locked

beneath a concrete rockslide
is this my tomb falling on me?

my chest is piled rock-heavy
bodies rise from the shallows of my breath
graze my eyes and flee
across the desert scape
shadow prints dissipate
am i awake?

the Cyclops stabs my eye
i must be awake

i wrap a scratchy tawel

around my face

L escape electric night
into sightlessness

a ghost voice wails
what time is it?
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a deep male hoom
1:24, go to sleep S
ng, tum on the radio, talk to me L
no! no! please no, my eyes blink
inside their blind ;
little Brueghel men dance
wooden-shoe notes
ruthless on my sleep
sound streams woman’s babble
pools beneath the door
i hunker under the winding sheet

does she stop talking

or do i descend?
i don't remember

shift change
shift change
guards come and go
officials pass by peering
into our crypt-cages
taking notes, verifying

Monday, September 24

the captain appears

we may release you today after 2:00

2:00 comes and poes

the shift changes

i wait and wonder: will other politicals be released taday
i wait

hope is the moment's thief
don’t wait!

at last: Buck roll out
i leap a jack-in-the-box
ready

ready
the metal key clangs just before the 4:00 count
i gasp relief
and hurry through before the gates slam
shut and i am left below
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Eurydice whom Orpheus glimpsed
a momment too so00n

i step out o
a four o’clock unfolding, fuchsia in the shading light

back into the routine prisoner's plight
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Internet Sources

American Gulag: News and Resources on Prisoners, Prisons and Prison
Abolition. www.infoshop.org/gulag/.

Anarchist Black Cross Network. www.anarchistblackcross.org.

Black Radical Congress. (n.d.} “BRC-NEWS.”
www.blackradicalcongress.org/comm/voices/lists.htrl.

Federal Bureau of Investigation’s COINTELPRO, counterintelligence
program. www.cointel.org.

The Freedom Archives (1999 ) [website] www.freedomarchives.org.

The Jericho Movement (1998- ) [website] www.thejerichomovement.com {(New
York, New York: The Jericho Movement).

The Jericho Movement, San Francisco Bay Area Chapter (1998 ) [website]. www.
prisonactivist.orgfjericho_stbay. (San Francisco and Qakland: The Jericho Move-
ment}.

Laura Whitehorn. prisonactivist.org/pps + pows/laurawhitehorn.html.
www.kersplebedeb.com/mystuff/profiles/whitehorn.html.

Linda Evans. prisonactivist.org/pps -+ pows/linda.heml.

National Bericua Human Rights Network.
www.geocities.com/chiboriken/index.html.

Nuclear Resisters. www.nonviolence.org/nukeresister/insideandout.html.

Prison Activist Resource Center. {1982- ). “prisonact-list.” Www.prison
activist.org (Oakland, Calif.: Prison Activist Resource Center).

RM of Jericho. (2002, February 15). “Torture in Guantdnamo? Senator Condones,
Protestors Condemn.” Friday, February 13, 2002 at 11:24 pm at st.indymedia.org/
news{2002/02/116357.php.

United Narions. (1948). Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
www.un.org/Overview/rights.herl. www.kersplebedeb.com/mystufffpowpp.heml.
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POLITICAL PRISONER(S) WEB SITES

Mumia Abu-Jamal

International Concermned Family and Friends of Mumia Abu-Jamal.
WWw.mumia.org,

Pacifica Radio. [Mumia Abu-Jamal’s radio commentaries).
www.savepaciﬁca.nﬂt/strike/news/audio/mumia.

Free Mumia NYC, www.freemumia.com,

Sundiata Acoli

Acoli, Sundiata, and the Sundiata Acolj Freedom Campaign. (1997- )
afrikan.i-dentity.com/sundiata.
Acali, Sundiata, {1992), Www.prisonactivist.org/pubs/brief-hist‘naps.html.

Angola Three {Herman Wallace, Robert King Wilkerson,
Albert Woodfox)

National Coalition o Free the Angola 3. (1997-). prisonactivist.org/angola.

Marilyn Buck

PARC, with Marilyn Buck. (1998~ ). “Marilyn Buck.”
www.prisonactivist.org/pps + pows/marilynbuck.

Independentistas

www.prolibertad.org,

Mondo we Langa and Ed Poindexter

www.nebraskansforpeace.org

New York Three (Herman Bel, Jalil Muntagim, Nuh
Washington)

Bell, Herman, and PARC. (1996-- ), prisonactivist.org/pps+pows/bell.htm[.

Bell, Herman, and Jeriche Movement. (2001). “Victory Gardens Project—New Sea-
son Begins.” www.thejerichomovement.com/victorygardens.hrml.

Muntagim, Jalil, and PARC, ( 2002). “Jalil Abdul Muntaqim: Black Liberation
Army Political Prisoner.” Prisonactivist.org/pps + powsfjalilmuntagim.

Washington, Nuh, and PARC. "Ny} Washington.” (2000).
Prisonactivist.org/pps + pows/nuh-washingron,

Internet Sources

Leonard Peltier
Leonard Peltier Defense Committee. www.freepeltier.org.

Plowshares

www.swords-to-plowshares.org/.

Assata Shakur

Afro-Cuba Web. (n.d.} “Assata Shakur.” afrocubaweb.com/assata.htm.

Mutulu Shakur

www.prisonactivist.org/ppstpaw.
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