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In The Spotlight
Garcia, Christina.  Dreams of Significant Girls. New York: Simon and Schuster, 
2011. 256 pp. $16.99. (9781416979203). Gr. 9–12

Three teen girls from varying backgrounds come together at an upscale summer 
boarding school in Switzerland. Vivien is a Cuban Jewish girl from New York; 
Ingrid, a Canadian of German descent; and Shirin, a privileged princess from Iran. 
Each character is well-developed with both appealing and less than desirable traits. 
At the onset, readers wonder how these very different girls will come together to 
form bonds of friendship that move beyond their differences. The friendships are 
not automatic, but develop authentically over time. Set in 1971, today’s readers will 
find the historical details of the time period interesting, and the perfect backdrop 
for the distinctive upbringing each character has had. Chapters alternate among the 
characters’ points of view, insuring the reader’s connection to each character. The 
upscale setting should not lead to the assumption that the characters are superficial. 
The well-defined, empathetic characters experience deep-rooted family and personal 

struggles. A fascinating setting, social and political issues, candid sexuality, and growing pains are woven 
into the story like delicate lace. The result is a beautiful literary novel that belongs on bookshelves and in the 
hands of mature teen readers. Highly recommended for public and high school libraries.

Barbara Bietz, current chair of the Sydney Taylor Book Award Committee, Oak Park, CA

McDonough, Yona Zeldis. The Cats in the Doll Shop. Illus. by Heather Maione. 
New York: Viking, 2011. 140 pp. $14.99. (9780670012794). Advance reading copy. 
Ages 7–11.

The Cats in the Doll Shop is the welcome companion book to last year’s The 
Doll Shop Downstairs by Yona Zeldis McDonough. Reading about Mama and Papa 
Breitleman, their three daughters and their doll making shop in lower New York, 
around 1914, lets children travel back to the world where people wrote letters, 
washed and dried the dishes together, and made dolls by hand in a small shop. 
In those days, Jewish families did not keep cats or dogs in the house. This story 
features a kitten with a broken leg, who drops (is kicked) into the family’s back 
yard, and a sad and lonely cousin Tania who is sent across the ocean to live with 

her aunt and uncle and cousins. But the Breitleman family is good at nurturing and repairing dolls, 
lonely little girls, and even kittens. Sad Tania slowly begins to feel safe and at home, thanks to Mama, Papa, 
and the story’s resourceful eleven-year-old narrator, Anna, who thinks of welcoming Tania with a doll, and 
makes it herself. Heather Maione’s warm and lively sketches bring the book’s characters to visual life.

There is considerable Jewish content here, both in the observance of Shabbat and Rosh Hashanah, and 
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in the respectful treatment of one another and of all people, shown by the Breitlemans. Though it has its 
own distinct voice, the Doll Shop books by McDonough bring the All of a Kind Family books to mind in their 
gentle portrayal of Jewish family life in old New York. As in the Sydney Taylor books, young readers will 
find positive values here. Mammas, papas, and grandmas take note; this is your book, too. Enthusiastically 
recommended for all children’s libraries, Jewish and secular, and for homes. 

Naomi Morse, Silver Spring, MD

Sommer, Shelley. Hammerin’ Hank Greenberg: Baseball Pioneer. Honesdale, PA: 
Calkins Creek, 2011. 135 pp. $17.95. (9781590784525). Grades 5–8.

Celebrate the 100th birthday of baseball icon, Hank Greenberg, with this strong 
biography told in the context of American history and culture. The story of the man 
and his game unfold, embedded in the arc of twentieth-century America before 
civil rights and multicultural values became norms. Economic depression and war 
time are major factors in the baseball season. Greenberg’s status arcs from Jewish 
star to American superstar while he changes from wishing to be a great ballplayer 
to being a great Jewish ballplayer. Anti-Semitic remarks disturb his peace of mind, 
but not his determination to play as a Jew; he is famous for not playing on Yom 
Kippur during the cliffhanger American League pennant race. Readers observe a 
gentleman, standing up for his heritage. They will hold their breath wondering if 

Greenberg beats Babe Ruth’s home run record. They will understand why he supports Jackie Robinson who 
breaks the color barrier. Greenberg retires as a player, becomes an administrator and part owner; his family 
influences his work. 

Greenberg’s quotes give every chapter immediacy and warmth; nostalgic black and white photographs 
reveal ordinary folks, national superstars, and political demons in their midcentury youth. The excitement of 
the games engrosses readers, hooked to stay despite quieter ending chapters as Greenberg ages. Greenberg 
played with uber-famous ball players whose names and faces grace these pages, but there is no doubt which 
one is the star. Readers will ask their parents to “take me out to the ball game!” Highly recommended.

Ellen G. Cole, Temple Isaiah, Los Angeles, CA

Austin, TX – September 2011

Dear Readers,

It is time again to wish you all Shanah Tovah! Happy New Year to 
you and yours! May it be Shanah Tovah u-Metukah! (a good and sweet 
year).

I would like to thank all our reviewers and co-editors for their excellent 
work. I would also like to take this opportunity and encourage our 
members, near and far, to contribute to the AJL News and AJL Reviews. 
You are most welcome to send me your contributions any time; be it an 
article, a review, or a report that would highlight your own library – all 
are welcome! If you would like to join our reviewers group, please have 
a look at the appropriate page on the AJL website under ‘publications’. 
I would especially like to encourage our ‘international’ members to 
send their contributions; although most of AJL activities are taking 
place within North America, it is important that members outside of 
this continent are heard!

With best wishes, 
Uri Kolodney 
Editor-in-chief 

CoNTeNTS
Titles for Children & Teens             p.1
 Spotlight p.1
 Biography p.3
 Fiction p.3
 Holocaust p.4 
 Israel p.6
 Jewish Values p.7 
 Shabbat and Holidays p.8
 Audio p.9
Reviews of Titles for Adults       p.9 
 Nonfiction p.9
 Literature & Poetry p.31 
 Bible Stories p.35  
 Weekly Parasha p.35
 Books Received p.37
Reviews of Multimedia    p.38
Credits and Contact                             p.39

http://www.jewishlibraries.org/main/Publications.aspx


AJL Reviews September/October 20113

Reviews of Titles for Children and Teens

BIoGRAPHY
Waldman, Neil. A Land of Big Dreamers: Voices of Courage in America. Minneapolis: Millbrook Press, 2011. 
32 pp. $16.95.  (9780822568100). Gr. 3–5.

Beginning with Thomas Jefferson’s declaration that “all men are created equal” and ending with Barack 
Obama’s call for “hope”, Neil Waldman’s book presents inspirational portraits—through words and 
watercolors—of thirteen prominent people, each highlighting a key movement or moment in American history. 
The book is divided into two-page spreads, each beginning with a quote by the person and a brief description 
that places him or her in historical context. With a decided focus on the ongoing struggle for equal rights, the 
book is arranged chronologically by the year of each quote—an unfortunate choice likely to confuse readers 
who will question why Rosa Parks is placed in 1990, 35 years after she refused to relinquish her bus seat. 
Topics addressed include: Native American rights (Sitting Bull); the fight for racial justice (Martin Luther King, 
Jr., Frederick Douglass, Abraham Lincoln); women’s rights (Elizabeth Cady Stanton); workers’ rights (Cesar 
Chavez); and environmental protectionism (Rachel Carson). Waldman uses a quote from President John F. 
Kennedy’s inaugural address as a teaching point about the founding of the Peace Corps and the importance of 
self-sacrifice—a message everyone can embrace. The author does an admirable job enlightening young readers 
about those who have fought against what they saw as injustice, never sugarcoating the hard-fought battles to 
realize the ideals set forth in the Declaration of Independence. This message is enhanced by full-page watercolor 
portraits complementing the text. While the pursuit of equal rights is of universal interest, especially to those of 
the Jewish faith, some Judaic librarians may find the book’s absence of Judaic content, other than the appearance 
of Emma Lazarus, reason not to include it in their collection.

Allison Marks, Temple Israel Library, Akron, OH

FICTIoN
Freedman, Leora. Parachuting. Toronto: Sumach Press, 2010. 324 pp. $14.95.  (97818945409868). Gr. 11–adult.

It is 1973. Zoe Diamond’s junior year in high school is fraught with unfamiliar situations and emotions. Her 
best friend, Naomi, threatens suicide. Zoe’s parents seem headed for divorce, and Zoe does not understand her 
feelings for her Hebrew high school teacher, Rivka Lev, who elicits irritation and fascination at the same time. As 
she reads a biography of Hannah Senesh, she wonders how she can make a difference in the world. As Zoe gets 
to know Rivka and her family, she feels more confused, as she feels a “certain longing” for this brash Israeli who 
lost her twin brother in the Six-Day War. When Naomi is found dead from an overdose, Zoe feels guilty because 
they fought the previous night. She also sees others as hypocrites who did not understand or help Naomi. Zoe 
takes a summer job working with inner city kids, where she proves herself by working hard and caring about 
others. 

The coming of age aspect of this book is interesting, and Zoe’s character is well developed. But there is a 
little too much going on: Zoe visits two grandmothers; her parents’ relationship is never fully explained; her 
relationship with her older sister comes out in a few scenes; while historic events like the Yom Kippur War and 
Nixon’s resignation are mentioned, their significance is not elaborated. Homosexuality is included via Phillip, 
who professes to be gay, but then wants to have sex with her, and Zoe’s feelings for Rivka. Another character is 
Tad, an older man and “Jesus freak” with whom Naomi was having sex and doing drugs. Hannah Senesh’s story 
is not fleshed out in the book; an author’s note would have been helpful for those unfamiliar with her heroism. 
Zoe and her friends go to synagogue on the High Holidays, her family celebrates Hanukkah, and Zoe attends 
Hebrew High School. These teenagers are using drugs (marijuana, heroin, LSD), having sex (no mention of birth 
control), skipping school, and drinking. Because of this content, individual librarians will have to determine if 
this book, appropriate for mature teenagers and adults, fits into their collection.

Kathe Pinchuck, Clifton, NJ

EditEd by AnnE dublin



AJL Reviews September/October 20114

Reviews of Titles for Children and Teens

Tzvieli, Neta. The Private Eyes and the Mystery of the Secret Tunnels. Illus. by David Bichman. Transl. by 
Chana Devorah Sklar. Jerusalem: Feldheim, 2011. 164 pp. $15.95. (9781598266344). Grades 7–9.

Four boy detectives from Yaffo spend part of their 1968 summer vacation trying to foil a major terrorist 
plot to blow up tunnels under the old city of Jerusalem. While working at foiling the team of German and Arab 
terrorists, our heroes scramble through tunnels, dress in disguise as Arab boys, and break into safe houses. Their 
intelligence and perseverance prove to exceed that of several of the would-be terrorists. Our four heroes are 
young Orthodox boys; this is the second adventure in a series in which they successfully outsmart adult wrong-
doers. Hebrew terms abound; discussion of Jewish observances followed by the boys assumes that the reader 
is knowledgeable of everyday religious practices. Many of the discussions among the four boys are pedantic 
and contain large amounts of information about Jewish observances, such as davening at the kosel. There is a 
large amount of Jewish content and details about everyday modern Israel. The writing is wooden in places, and 
this reviewer is not certain if that is the fault of the author or the translator. Illustrations are black and white 
and resemble caricatures. Because of stylistic shortcomings, this mystery book is not recommended for most 
libraries; it may be appreciated in libraries preferring Orthodox protagonists.

Shelly Feit, Moriah School Library, Englewood, NJ

Vernick, Shirley Reva. The Blood Lie. El Paso, TX: CincoPuntos Press, 2011. 224 pp. $15.95.
(9781933693842). Uncorrected page proof. Gr.6–10.

A true but little-known incident that occurred in a small upstate New York town in 1928 is the subject of 
this historical fiction work for young adults. A blood libel took place in Massena, New York when a young 
Christian girl disappeared from her home, and the town’s rabbi was questioned by police about whether Jews 
practiced human sacrifice. The author, who grew up in Massena, heard about the story from her father. Upon 
investigating, she found that the story had been covered in The New York Times, when Louis Marshall, President 
of the American Jewish Committee, and Dr. Stephen Wise of the American Jewish Congress lodged a strenuous 
protest about the blood libel. The absurdity and horror of this “unspeakable calumny”, in Marshall’s words, has 
lingered in the memory of all the Jewish inhabitants of the town and their descendants.

Vernick has embellished some of the facts of the case to make it more appealing. In the novel, Jack, the 
young man accused of the crime, is a bright and talented young Jewish musician who is infatuated with the 
missing girl’s older sister. The romantic side story between these two teens (and the fact that they know theirs is 
a forbidden relationship) adds more interest for contemporary readers.

The evolution of how an anti-Semitic lie spread throughout this community is convincingly portrayed in this 
story. Vernick displays her knowledge of Judaism in her accurate descriptions of Jewish rituals and customs. She 
conveys a fine sense of social history regarding the adaptation of first generation Jews to American life in the 
early twentieth century. Jack becomes the hero who saves the day. However, the troubling issues that the book 
raises are sure to give readers a sense of the fragility of Jewish-Christian relations and the challenges posed by 
ignorance. The book’s brevity, fairly simple vocabulary, and innocence (the most erotic episode is a brief kiss 
at the end) make this novel suitable for middle and high school readers, both Jewish and non-Jewish. Highly 
recommended for all libraries.

Joyce Levine, Director of Library and Media Services, North Shore Hebrew Academy High School; President, 
Synagogues, Schools and Centers Division, Association of Jewish Libraries. Great Neck, NY

HoLoCAUST ANd WoRLd WAR II
Diamond, Chavi. The Promise. Illus. by Luda Stekol. New York: Heart to Heart Memories, 2011. 32 pp. $11.00. 
No ISBN. Pbk. Grades 4–6.

Holocaust picture books are problematic. The books are written to introduce the concept of the Holocaust to 
young children. However, the topic of the Holocaust is too heavy psychologically and contextually for young 
children. Experts do not recommend teaching the Holocaust until students are in the fourth grade or above 
(Teaching the Holocaust, Los Angeles: Torah Aura, 2007, p. 13). 

A child of survivors, Ms. Diamond wanted to ensure that future generations know about the Holocaust. 
The publisher, Heart to Heart Memories, collects first-hand stories from survivors and their families. The story 
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recounts how Diamond’s aunt’s happy childhood in Hungary is disrupted when Nazis tear her family from 
their home and send them to a ghetto. Later, the aunt and her sister are separated from the rest of her family 
and are taken to a concentration camp. The Promise serves as an excellent introduction to the Holocaust because 
Diamond’s narrative excludes descriptions of Nazi brutality towards Jewish people. In addition, the illustrations 
are not scary; there are no dark, menacing images of Nazi soldiers. The story is written from an Orthodox Jewish 
perspective as the author describes the girls in concentration camps while they struggle to keep mitzvos but do not 
have a siddur to pray with. Footnotes are provided to define the terms. A psychologist’s note to parents is included 
on how to discuss the Holocaust with children. Audiences of all denominations would benefit from the story. 

Heather Lenson, Jewish Education Center, Cleveland, OH

Jablonski, Carla and Leland Purvis. Defiance (Resistance, Book 2). New York: First Second, 2011. 124 pp. 
$16.99. (9781596432925). Grades 6–10. 

The story of Sylvie, Paul and Marie Tessier, siblings living outside Vichy, France during the Nazi occupation, 
continues in this follow-up to Resistance, a Sydney Taylor Honor Book. Paul again uses his artistic talent to aid 
the Resistance by drawing posters that protest the occupation and maps of the area for the Maquis, a group of 
fighters hiding and training in the nearby mountains. His older sister, Sylvie, befriends German soldiers in order 
to gather intelligence. And, the youngest, Marie, is suspended from school for refusing to sing a song in support 
of Marshal Pétain. The images powerfully depict the strong emotions of the characters and complement the 
text, successfully conveying the drama and suspense of the plot. A helpful introduction and appended author’s 
note place the story in historical context and provide additional commentary about Charles de Gaulle and the 
Resistance movement. However, readers without much background (especially those who haven’t read Book 
1) may struggle to decode the storyline and understand the roles and motivations of the various characters. 
The lack of resolution at the end of the book will certainly leave readers anxious for the final installment of this 
trilogy. While containing no explicit Jewish content, this is a perfect companion to other novels about young 
people who resisted the Nazis, such as Black Radishes by Susan Meyer and The Boy Who Dared by Susan Campbell 
Bartoletti. Recommended for all libraries.

Rachel Kamin, North Suburban Synagogue Beth El, Highland Park, IL

Janeczko, Paul B. Requiem: Poems of the Terezín Ghetto. Somerville, MA: Candlewick, 2011. 112 pp. $16.99. 
(9780763647278). Pbk. Advance reading copy. Ages 14–Adult.

Inspired by people and events in the Terezín concentration camp (1941-45), Paul B. Janeczko has created 
a book of evocative poems that express the horror of that particular way station to the gas chambers and 
crematoria. Various fictional speakers tell their stories—prisoners (old or young, male or female), Nazi soldiers, 
Czech collaborators or ordinary citizens. Among these characters is a child who performs in Brundibár, a man 
who gives a lecture about bedbugs, and a boy, known as Professor, who keeps a notebook hidden in his shoe. 
These poems express a gamut of emotions—love, hate, hope, fear, grief, envy, despair. Some poems are long; 
others are spare like haiku: “Morning moon / crescent / centered / in the window / beyond bare branches. / 
The hearse, too, is silent.” (Reproduced with permission of the publisher.) Black and white illustrations drawn 
by Terezín prisoners are interspersed among the poems, bringing into focus the bitter reality of this “model” 
camp. The end matter includes an historical afterword, author’s notes, English translations of foreign words, 
and selected sources (books, websites, and DVDs). This review is based on an advance reading copy; not all 
illustrations are included and several websites are invalid. The poems in Requiem could be studied in tandem 
with I Never Saw Another Butterfly or Ruth Thomson`s Terezín: Voices from the Holocaust.

Anne Dublin, author of The Orphan Rescue, Toronto, Canada
[Editor’s note: See review in this issue of Ruth Thomson’s Terezín: Voices from the Holocaust.]

Millman, Isaac. Arbeit Macht Frei: Work Sets You Free. New York: Self-published, 2011. 60 pp. $15.00. 
(981456333522). Pbk. Gr. 5–8.

Arbeit Macht Frei is the graphic novel sequel to the outstanding Hidden Child (Farrar, Straus, & Giroux, 2005), 
in which the author recounts how he was separated from his parents, who were later deported to Auschwitz, 
while he was hidden in the French countryside. Here, Isaac Millman embarks on an emotional journey with his 
two grandsons (in place of his sons with whom he actually travelled) to the Nazi death camp, Auschwitz. The 



AJL Reviews September/October 20116

Reviews of Titles for Children and Teens

most moving point in the story occurs when Millman buries a photograph of his parents in the field in front of 
the freight cars. The tones of Millman’s illustrations set the story effectively: The author and his grandsons are 
painted in light watercolors, while the sites in the camps are shades of black, white and grey. In the end, Millman 
and his grandsons exit the camp and the sky has a rainbow which symbolizes hope. Still, the illustrations have 
less impact than those in Hidden Child, which featured webbing illustrations along with text of how the events in 
Millman’s life interplayed. Although a sensitive follow-up, the self-published book is shorter and does not stand 
alone as well as Hidden Child. Recommended acquiring with Hidden Child.

Heather Lenson, Librarian, Jewish Education Center, Cleveland, OH

Thomson, Ruth. Terezin: Voices from the Holocaust. New York: Candlewick Press, 2011. 64 pp. $18.99. 
(9780763649630). Gr. 4–6.

Many wonderful books have come in surprising packages. Notable among them are Shoah-related volumes 
in large format, which we usually associate with children’s literature. Many of them, however, may be seen as 
appropriate for adults as well. Ruth Thomson’s Terezin is the latest entry in this category. It tells the story of the 
Holocaust in a series of coordinated images and quotations from survivors of the camp, and short comments 
by the author/editor. The book begins with a two-page introduction—a “gentle” reminder of the Nazis and 
Nazism. Terezin then recounts the lives of the inmates, from their deportation to concentration camp life. It 
includes significant information on the culture the victims created for themselves, and an extensive, ten-page 
discussion of the “beautification” of the town for the Red Cross visit in the spring of 1944. The tale continues 
with the Nazis’ attempt to destroy all evidence of the camp’s true meaning, and the Death March of the prisoners 
in early 1945. At the back are a useful timeline, glossary, and short list of sources.

This volume is a trove of valuable visual information that can be used in adult education as well as teen classes. 
The statements by survivors, powerful in themselves, are even more striking when seen alongside photographs, 
drawings by adults and children, and documents (for example, the map made for the Red Cross, a vaccination 
card, photos of the buildings as they are today). For many years, children have seen I Never Saw Another Butterfly, 
a collection of works by young students of Friedl Dicker-Brandeis. This important book will extend public 
knowledge of Terezin. It should be part of synagogue libraries, and can be added to academic collections.

Fred Isaac, author; Judaica library consultant; archivist at Temple Sinai, Oakland, CA.

ISRAeL 
Rouss, Sylvia. A Circle of Smiles: A Story About Beit Issie Shapiro, Israel’s Leading Organization in the Field of 
Disability. New York: American Friends of Beit Issie Shapiro, 2010. 24 pp. $36.00 (9780982927311). Gr. K–3.

  Rachel and her preschool class raise money in the “Cycle for Smiles” program for the Beit Issie Shapiro 
School in Israel for children with special needs. She then travels to Israel with her family to hand deliver the 
donation to the school where her cousin attends. Rachel learns how her cousin Yoni, who is unable to speak, 
uses his hands and facial expressions to communicate and how the special classrooms, playground, gym, pool, 
and “Snoezelen Room” help him and his classmates to learn, grow, exercise, and have fun. However, the color 
photographs, of varying quality, do not coordinate with the text. For example, Rachel describes meeting Yoni 
for the first time but the photographs show different children with their teachers. The text also explains how 
Yoni’s mom helps him eat breakfast and how there is a special swing at Yoni’s school that his wheelchair can 
attach to, but there are no photographs to illustrate these. In fact, there are so many different children depicted 
in the photos that readers have no way to identify Rachel or Yoni. A good photo essay book uses photographs to 
provide information to complement, support, or extend the text. Rouss fails to do this effectively. The result is a 
book that reads more like a promotional brochure. Unfortunately, it is unlikely to engage children or help them 
to learn about this remarkable school and the special students it teaches.

Rachel Kamin, North Suburban Synagogue Beth El, Highland Park, IL
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JeWISH VALUeS
Alperstein, Neme and Patrice Samara. Isaac’s Zoo. (Alphabet Kids). Illus. by Carol Nicklaus and Susan Unger. 
New York: Toy Chest Interactive, 2010. 22 pp. $4.99. (9780984230143). Preschool. 

“Alphabet Kids” (www.alphabetkids.com) is a six-book series, created by Allegra Joyce Kassin, each 
featuring the different multi-cultural children who attend the Alphabet Afterschool Center. In Isaac’s Zoo, Isaac’s 
grandmother surprises him with two pet goldfish. When his friends point out that he can’t play with or pet his 
goldfish like a cat or dog, and his goldfish can’t talk like a parrot, Isaac’s excitement is diminished. Grey-haired 
Bubbe, pleasantly plump with pearls, a cardigan, and sensible shoes, comforts Isaac with matzoh ball soup, 
and the two of them plan a party for Isaac’s friends and their pets. Several mishaps ensue and Isaac learns to 
appreciate how much work goes into pet ownership and is thankful for his pet goldfish. A glossary of three 
Yiddish words is appended defining “Bubbe,” “matzoh balls,” and “oy.” The other books in the series, featuring 
Italian and Spanish speakers, an African American girl who is teased because of her hair, an Arab boy whose father 
teaches the class how to bake pita bread, and a Chinese boy whose grandfather demonstrates Tai Chi, are equally 
uninspiring, unoriginal, stereotypical, and didactic. While aiming to teach children to embrace diversity through 
language, foods, customs, and music, Isaac’s Zoo certainly fails to adequately represent Jewish culture and the rest 
of the stories do not measure up to the numerous other offerings available. Not recommended for any library.

Rachel Kamin, North Suburban Synagogue Beth El, Highland Park, IL

Hodakov, Levi. I Go to the Ohel. (Toddler Experience Series). Illus. by Rikki Benefeld. Brooklyn: Hachai 
Publishing, 2011. 32 pp. $10.95. (9781929628612). Preschool–Gr. 1.

In this series for preschool children, typical activities are described so that, for example, they will know 
what goes on in the synagogue or what to expect at the doctor’s office. The latest book describes what it is like 
to visit the grave of Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson z”tl, the Lubavitcher Rebbe. Because so many people 
go, there is a visitors’ center right outside the cemetery, where people can see a video and write down their 
supplications (paper and pencils are provided). Usually people give charity and pledge to do additional mitzvot 
(good deeds) when they visit. They then walk to the Ohel, the structure surrounding the gravesite. Once they 
are near the grave, they pray and put their notes in a big pile. Other luminaries of the Chasidic sect are buried in 
the vicinity, and people also pray in front of their tombstones, asking these righteous leaders to “elicit Hashem’s 
mercy on their behalf”. The little girl in the story, part of a toddler-friendly series, is particularly excited because 
she is named after the Rebbe’s wife, Chaya Mushka z”tl. After a visit to the cemetery, it is customary to ritually 
wash the hands. Back in the visitors’ center, there are cookies for the children and literature about the Chabad 
movement.

The Lubavitcher Rebbe is buried in a cemetery in Queens, New York. Thousands of people visit annually, 
including many from his enclave in Brooklyn, New York. While the book describes what is done very accurately, 
it does not explain why it is done. However, many of the customs and rituals have deep meaning, so they are 
hard to explain to kids. The book includes a note to parents and teachers about visiting the graves of tzaddikim 
(righteous people); a glossary, and the address of the Ohel. It ends with the statement “Ad Mosai? (Until when?) 
When will Moshiach come, so we can see the Rebbe with our very own eyes? I can’t wait!” Because the details 
are so specific to this gravesite, it is best suited to young adherents to Lubavitch Chasidism.

Kathe Pinchuck, Clifton, NJ

Koffsky, Ann D. Noah’s Swim-a-Thon. New York: URJ Books and Music, 2011. 32 pp. $14.95. (9780807411681). 
Ages 4–8.

 This lovely picture book is the story of a boy at summer camp who is afraid of putting his face and body 
into the pool, and struggles to do exactly that for the sake of doing a good deed. Noah is a regular boy who loves 
sports and camp, but the pool “made his arms feel goose- bumpy, his eyes feel stingy, and his nose feel stuffy”. 
His motivation to swim just one lap is the camp’s fundraiser, the swim-a-thon, for children who cannot afford 
to go to camp. He manages to overcome his terrible fear in order to raise money for this worthwhile charity. 
The author addresses a real issue that many children can relate to. By the end, Noah is not only getting wet, 
but jumping, blowing bubbles, and feeling good while he is swimming. The author, an artist, has also done the 

http://www.alphabetkids.com/
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colorful and age-appropriate illustrations.  Jewish values abound, with discussion of tzedakah (charity) and the 
Jewish summer camp experience. The story exemplifies good values in a non-preachy fashion.

Shelly Feit, Moriah School Librarian, Englewood, NJ

Rowner, Chayim and Rochel.  The Mitzvah that Landed on Our Windowsill: A Shiluach Ha-kan Story 
Captured in Photographs. Photography by Shachne Arye Rowner. Cover and graphic design by Rivkah Lewis. 
Jerusalem, Israel; Nanuet, NY: Feldheim, 2011. 24 pp. $11.99. (9781598265941). Ages 3–8.

The mitzvah of Shiluach HaKen relates to the mitzvot of Tsa’ar Ba’alei Hayyim (prevention of cruelty to animals).  
The concept behind the mitzvah is that when someone comes across a bird nest, he/she is obliged to send the 
mother bird away before he/she does anything with the eggs or with the hatchlings. The kind treatment of 
animals is a basic characteristic of the Jewish commandments and laws.

The Mitzvah that Landed on Our Windowsill explains beautifully, with colored photographs, illustrations, and 
a realistic story, the encounter of an observant Jewish family with a bird nest on their windowsill. They perform 
the mitzvah and they share their experience with the readers. The Rowners conclude their picture book with a 
note to parents that expands the explanations, origins, and rewards of Shiluah haKen. Recommended for school, 
synagogue, and public libraries.

Nira Wolfe, Highland Park, IL

SHABBAT ANd HoLIdAYS
Silberman, Shoshana. A Family Haggadah I for Families with Young Children. Illus. by Katherine Janus Kahn. 
Minneapolis: Kar-Ben, 2011. 64 pp. $4.95. (9780761352105). Pbk. All ages.
-. Family Haggadah II: A Seder Service for All Ages. Illus. by Katherine Janus Kahn. Minneapolis: Kar-Ben, 
2011. 62 pp. $4.95. (9780761352112). Pbk. Preteen–adult.

These reissues of the 1987 Haggadot, which the author says have been reprinted every year, are now enhanced 
with full-color illustrations. They are well organized and easy to use. Each begins with a seder checklist and a 
picture of the seder plate with its ritual foods. In both books, the text is divided, with the seder service on the 
right-hand pages, in both English and Hebrew, with transliteration included for the prayers. The pages on the 
left-hand side provide commentaries and discussion questions, appropriate for adults and children. “Gender-
neutral translations” are used. 

Family Haggadah I features a choice of specific readings and suggested activities for children. Those meant for 
younger children are starred. In both books, participants are provided with choices of topics of interest to read 
and discuss. The Haggadot read from right to left, but the text is appropriate for all. Because much of the text is 
in English, it helps those participants who don’t understand Hebrew to follow and understand the service, as 
well as to participate. The complete Birkat Hamazon (Blessings after the Meal) is now included.

The small size is helpful when there are lots of people crowded around the table. The books are inexpensive if 
one needs to purchase a large quantity or if they need to be replaced. It was not possible to locate the older version 
to verify if the text and page numbers are consistent with this newer version. Recommended for all ages.

Andrea Davidson, The Temple-Tifereth Israel, Beachwood, OH

Swartz, Daniel J. Bim and Bom: A Shabbat Tale. Illus. by Melissa Iwai. Minneapolis: Kar-Ben, 2010. 32 pp. 
$8.95. (9780761367178). Advanced reading copy. Preschool–Gr. 2.

Bim and Bom is a reprint of the 1996 book of the same name. The story is identical except for a few minor 
changes in the text. Bim earns her living by building houses all week except on Friday when she builds houses 
for poor people and does not charge. Bom, her brother, is a baker who bakes bread all week except for Friday 
when he bakes only challah. Bom bakes extra loaves to give away to the poor. Bim and Bom run towards each 
other every Friday afternoon, hug and then go to Bim’s house to spend Shabbat together. The last page of the 
book has the musical notes for the popular Shabbat song, “Shabbat Shalom”, which begins bim, bom, bim bibi 
bom—probably the source of the names of the characters. 

This picture book does not make much sense. The opening picture is of a shtetl with small thatched roof 
cottages, gardens, and sheep grazing in the yards. On the next page, we find a very modern looking Bim 
sitting at a drafting table wearing bib overalls and sketching houses that look as if they have been drawn by 
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a kindergartner. Bom is stirring a small amount of dough, which is enough to make only two or three loaves 
of bread. The illustrations are confusing. The children in the new edition appear to be teenagers while in the 
old edition the children appear to be ten or twelve years old. The illustrations in the older edition, while still 
anachronistic, have a more traditional look. The new edition is not recommended, especially if you own the 1996 
edition. One copy of this book is one copy too many.

Ilka Gordon, Siegal College of Judaic Studies, Cleveland, OH

AUdIo Cd
Tomer, Linda and Saltsman, Rosally. Vayehi ‘erev, vayehiboker. Israel: [2011?] $12.50 / 40 NIS. Available from: 
http://www.shemayisrael.com/publicat/rosallysaltsman/. English and Hebrew. All ages.

The audience for this CD, which includes seventeen musical tracks, seems to be the religious, English-speaking, 
immigrant community in Israel. A disclaimer on the jacket reads: “This disc is intended for women and children 
only”—obviously a caution against the halakhic injunction prohibiting men from listening to women’s voices. 
Some of the music is for adults and some is for children. The juxtaposition of lullabies, songs for kids (“I Gotta 
Baby Sister”), and character-building songs aimed at women (“Don’t Let it Hide”) is quite jarring. Some of the 
songs are in English, some are in Hebrew, and some are a mixture of both languages. The songs are dramatically 
uneven in quality, though there are a few gems. In my opinion, this CD falls short of professional standards. 

Joyce Levine, North Shore Hebrew Academy High School, Great Neck, NY

edIToR’S NoTe 
This title, reviewed in the Adult Readers section, may also of interest to teenage readers: 
Halperin, David. Journal of a UFO Investigator. New York: Viking Press, 2011.  284 pp.   $25.95 
(9780670022458). Available as an e-book.

Reviews of Titles for Adults

NoNFICTIoN
Agronin, Marc E. How We Age: A Doctor’s Journey into the Heart of Growing Old. Cambridge, MA: Da Capo 
Press, 2011. 320 pp. $25.00 (9780306818530)

The author aims to present a balanced perspective on aging, exploring the experience of old age through 
the lives of his patients. He is a psychiatrist at the Miami Jewish Health Systems which includes one of the 
largest nursing homes in the United States. Part I defines the aging process as it is understood scientifically 
and experienced psychologically. Part II describes the aging process of several of his most memorable patients. 
Part III discusses the changing role of memory in old age. Part IV focuses on the meaning and development of 
wisdom and how it is practiced by elders and caregivers. Part V extends the discussion of aging to the frontiers of 
life.  Each part includes several short chapters, with many life stories, which are easy to read and interesting. The 
treatment of the subject is popular, rather than scholarly or academic. However, the book includes bibliographic 
notes and a useful, selected bibliography of books on aging. It is recommended for collections in temple and 
synagogue libraries, Jewish community center and public libraries, as well as academic libraries.

Susan Freiband, Retired Library Educator, Arlington, Virginia

Angel, Hayyim J. Creating Space Between Peshat and Derash: A Collection of Studies on Tanakh. Jersey City: 
Ktav, 2011. 229 pp.$25.00 (9781602801769)

The first essay in this collection, a tribute to Abarbanel, describes the 15th century parshan (commentator) as 
an explorer, negotiating “the vast field between strict peshat and nontextual derash.” This description is a fitting 
description of Angel’s own exegetical style. His approach to biblical interpretation is informed by, but does not 

EditEd by MErrily F. HArt

http://www.shemayisrael.com/publicat/rosallysaltsman/
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rely upon, classical rabbinic views.  There are often tensions between the plain meaning of the text and classic 
rabbinic interpretations and Angel examines these tensions, bringing out the beauty in each approach. These 
short essays contain a wealth on insights into both traditional biblical interpretation and the Bible itself. Highly 
recommended.  

Daniel Scheide, Librarian, Wimberly Library, Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton, FL; RAS Vice President, AJL; 
Chair, Bibliography and Reference Book Award, AJL

Appleman Bina. Intimate Diaries of a Religious Zionist Woman. Translated and edited by Shera Aranoff 
Tuchman. Jersey City: Ktav, 2011. 558 pp. $39.50 (9781602801684)

Bina Turk Appleman (1893-1978) arrived in the United States from Poland in 1910. In 1920, she married 
Harry Appleman, a traveling peddler. The couple settled in Evarts, Kentucky, where they opened a general 
store. When their first three children were school age, they moved to Brooklyn to make sure they got a proper 
Jewish education. Harry went into real estate and made a lot of money. Their four children grew up, got married, 
and had children of their own. From 1945 until her death in 1978, “Safta” kept a diary that included her thoughts 
and prayers.  The diary was written in Hebrew, Polish, English, and Yiddish. The translator and editor is the 
granddaughter of Bina and the book includes many photographs of the family and several documents. An 
interview with Bina’s children and a glossary are included at the end.

The immense length of the book will dissuade many readers. The entries are repetitive, and many of them 
are prayers that Mrs. Appleman wrote from memory. While she led an interesting and full life, including many 
trips to Israel, much of the diary is complaints about her children and her husband. The Applemans donated 
a car load of flour to needy families when they lived in Kentucky, supported many relatives and many Jewish 
institutions, but this information is buried amidst the rather mundane entries about going to synagogue and 
seeing neighbors. Her personality is revealed through her prayers for her family, a sympathy letter written to 
Bess Truman, and a copy of a letter to then President Carter urging support for Israel which she recorded as “I 
wrote a letter to that peanut peddler.” Given the heft and the price of this tome, it will be of interest to those who 
knew Bina Appleman and libraries that collect diaries or journals.

Kathe Pinchuck, Clifton, NJ; Secretary, School Synagogue and Centers Division. AJL; Past Chair, Sydney Taylor Book 
Award Committee, AJL

Arian, Asher and Michal Shamir, eds. The Elections in Israel 2009. New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers 
(The Election in Israel Series), 2010. 342 pp. $39.95 (9781412814782)

The late Asher Arian, dean of Israeli election studies, and his departmental colleagues from the Department 
of Political Science at Tel Aviv University, under the auspices of The Israel Democracy Institute, have compiled 
a collection of 11 essays by 23 authors and divided into three parts describing, explaining and analyzing the 
elections to the 18th Knesset which was conducted on February 10, 2009.  In this latest effort (the 13th in the series), 
and building upon what has become the standard review of election analysis to the Knesset, one set of authors 
endeavors to delve into the continuously shifting political positions and coalition-formation of Israeli political 
parties and their successes and failures at election time. A second theme is a focus on the prominent candidates, 
those who head their relative party lists and become potential prime ministers. The third part analyzes the 
events that affected voter attitudes, the manner in which candidates for office communicated their messages to 
the voters, and the role of the Israeli media in profiling both candidates and political parties. Because the subject 
of these essays is intensely political, written by academicians employing technical language and graphs, this 
book is best suited for a professional or academic audience, with much of the erudition most likely lost on a 
popular audience without sufficient background.

Sanford R. Silverburg, Professor, Department of History and Politics, Catawba College, Salisbury, NC

Aron, Isa, et al.  Sacred Strategies: Transforming Synagogues from Functional to Visionary. Herndon, VA: 
Alden Institute, 2010. 282 pp. $20 (9781566994019). Available as an e-book.

In 2000, Isa Aron of Hebrew Union College wrote Becoming a Congregation of Learners. It was part of an 
effort to create a new environment in American synagogue life. In 2006, Rabbi Lawrence Hoffman published 
ReThinking Synagogues, which updated the thinking of the group (Synagogue 3000).  This new volume describes 
and explores how the process has taken place in several congregations around the country.  
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In Chapter One the authors distinguish between “functional” synagogues – in which “there’s nothing 
wrong, but there is no spark” – and “visionary” communities that are deeply engaged with Jewish values in a 
deeply integrated and constantly evolving way. The five congregations discussed (from both the Reform and 
Conservative movements) include people of all ages in as many ways as possible, ultimately forming a self-
motivating and renewing collective. 

The remainder of the book is divided in two sections. Part 1 includes “A Portrait of Visionary,” exploring 
the overall characteristics that are needed for change.  Further chapters deal with the three primary aspects of 
synagogue life: worship, learning, and gemilut hasadim (benevolence). In Part 2, “Achieving Congregational 
Change,” the authors discuss the processes needed, and how the congregations made the leap. 

Sacred Strategies is an important volume for our time. It provides a roadmap for the American Jewish 
future that relies on internal impetus rather than an externally-imposed vision. It should be considered by all 
synagogue libraries. It may be a primary resource for rabbis and synagogue leaders seeking to change their 
communities over the next decade and includes notes and a bibliography. It should also be in academic libraries, 
as a demonstration of forward thinking in community dynamics within a Jewish setting.

Fred Isaac, Temple Sinai, Oakland, CA

Ashlag, Yehudah Lev. The Tapestry for the Soul: The Introduction to the Zohar. Translated and compiled by 
Yedidah Cohen. Safed, Israel: Nehorah Press, 2010. 296 pp. $18.95 (9789657222041)

A kabbalah primer for adults, The Tapestry for the Soul includes Rabbi Yehudah Ashlag’s introduction to 
the Zohar with excerpts from his other writings and suggestions for the reader’s inner work. Yedidah Cohen, an 
experienced student and teacher of kabbalah, presents a clear and organized version of the basic life questions 
that Rabbi Ashlag confronts in his introduction to the Zohar. Starting with inquiries about God and the creation, 
he progresses to examination of the soul, the nature of the body, free will, suffering and the purpose of one’s 
life in this world and the higher worlds. The culmination of the book is the innermost aspect of the Torah and 
its relationship to Israel and the World. Including tables, notes, glossary, bibliography, resources, and indexes, 
and also original art work by Avraham Loewenthal, the author produces a very attractive and pleasing volume. 
Biographies of Rabbi Yehudah Lev Ashlag and Yedidah Cohen are included. The Tapestry for the Soul is a 
worthwhile addition to any kabbalah collection. Lay persons interested in the subject will embrace it. 

Nira G. Wolfe, Independent researcher, Highland Park, IL; Head Librarian Hebrew Theological College (retired), Skokie, IL

Bardgett, Suzanne, et al, eds. Survivors of Nazi Persecution in Europe After the Second World War: Landscapes 
After Battle. Volume 1. Portland, OR: Valentine Mitchell, 2010. 276 pp. $74.95 (9780853039020)

The essays in this collection were first presented as professional papers at the third international multi-
disciplinary conference in the series Beyond Camps and Forced Labour held in 2009 at the Imperial War Museum  
in London. The contributors are professional historians, most of whom specialize in Holocaust studies or genocide, 
while others are military historians, but all are concerned with the unique phenomenon of the social landscape 
faced by the victims of Nazi terror in the wake of WWII. Applying a variety of disciplinary methods, attitudes of 
Germans, displaced persons, and Jews are examined following the victims’ liberation: poring over diaries, letters, 
memories, through personal interviews, examining the sentiments of those who had been subject to discriminatory 
treatment and personal violence. One of the important but daunting tasks was to identify survivors and establish 
their nationality. The radical change in political leadership in Eastern Europe introduced still further challenges 
to the reestablishment of political order and resulting resentment. The concluding section deals with what was, 
perhaps, the most sensitive issue, that of the fortunes of women and children who were the most socially dependent 
in the pre-War period. Themes woven throughout the diverse collection are the roles of majority religions attached 
to strong nationalistic sentiments creating the basis for inter-communal violence against “alien” peoples, even 
after experiencing the devastation of war. This book is useful for all interested in the Holocaust.

Sanford R. Silverburg, Professor, Department of History and Politics, Catawba College, Salisbury, NC

Bartor, Assnat.  Reading Law as Narrative: A study in the Casuistic Laws of the Pentateuch.  Leiden and 
Boston: Brill, 2010. 219 pp. $137.00 cloth; $27.95 pbk. (9789004178007; 9781589834804)

Bartor’s book is interesting, well written, and organized. Following in the footsteps of B. S. Jackson and J. S. 
Watts, Bartor employs the literary, folkloric, semantic, linguistic, and secular jurisprudence methods to biblical 
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law framed as an embedded genre within a guiding frame narrative -- an approach that dates back at least as early 
as Spinoza who urged that the biblical law be analyzed with scientific precision as an example of nomos (law).  

Believing Jews who know a divinely revealed Torah, may be uncomfortable with Bartor referring to God 
as “a character of the biblical narrative.”  Putting aside these traditional beliefs, Bartor has covered her tracks. 
Echoing Sotah 40a, Bartor rightly acknowledges that “A study of biblical law ought to turn to the Mishnah and 
Talmud(im) as the primary commentaries on the biblical legal corpus: a narrative reading of biblical law should 
to be expected to do so even more emphatically since one of the central features of rabbinic literature is the way 
it combines normative and narrative principles of halakhah and aggadah.” One cannot bite off more than one can 
chew, and Bartor has narrowed her academic Sadducean scope so that her subject matter is not beyond the limits 
of its field of view, for to encompass the vast treasure house of rabbinic commentary would be too daunting for 
her methodological assumptions. Within her defined scope Bartor has written an enlightening book. 

This monograph includes bibliographical references, and author, passage, and subject indexes.  Recommended for 
academic institutions hosting Ancient Near Eastern Studies programs and those teaching the Bible as literature. 

Dr. David B Levy, Touro College, New York

Ben-Yehuda, Nachman. Theocratic Democracy: The Social Construction of Religious and Secular Extremism. 
New York: Oxford University Press, 2010. 296 pp. $55 (9780199734863)

While Israel is a Jewish state, it is also a socially diverse democracy and Judaism is not a monolithic socio-
religious community. The author, a social anthropologist at the Hebrew University, has written a marvelous 
study of the Haredim (ultra-Orthodox) in Israel. How this community deals with the real presence of modernity, 
secularism, and the idea of a Jewish political entity, the state, without the emergence of the messiah is treated with 
meticulous detail and sensitivity. Israel was intentionally created as a democracy and immediately cognizant of the 
diversity of its population, including the varieties of religious orientation and commitment within Judaism. Ben-
Yehuda documents how the Haredi community has engaged the Israeli political system, established its influence, 
and pushed its agenda onto the social scene while simultaneously dealing with bourgeois decadence necessarily 
found in modern, Western societies. One doesn’t commonly think of Orthodox Jews engaged in deviant behavior, 
especially when it includes violence; particularly since they are excused from required military service. It is on topics 
such as this that the author rises to the fore to provide credible explanations.  This is an outstanding contribution 
to an understanding of Israeli society and politics that can be appreciated by a wide range of readers.

Sanford R. Silverburg, Professor, Department of History and Politics, Catawba College, Salisbury, NC

Bird, Kai. Crossing Mandelbaum Gate: Coming of Age Between the Arabs and Israelis, 1956-1978. New York: 
Scribner, 2010.  425 pp. $ 30 (9781416544401). Available as an e-book.

Kai Bird has written a combination of autobiography, reportage and history. His father, a career diplomat, 
was vice-consul at the American consulate in Jerusalem. Growing up in East Jerusalem, Bird lived among fellow 
Americans and Arabs and had little contact with Jews. As the conflict between Arabs and Israelis escalated, his 
parents were staunchly pro-Arab, and Kai tended in the same direction. As a reporter, however, he endeavors to 
give an unbiased assessment and an analysis of both sides of a situation. Not until he meets the young woman 
who becomes his wife and who is Jewish does he begin to learn about Jewish history and the Holocaust. At 
that point he gains an appreciation of the connection between the Holocaust and the founding of the State of 
Israel. Despite this newly acquired knowledge and deeper understanding of the concept of Israel as the Jewish 
homeland, Bird finally comes to advocate that Zionism be abandoned and Israel become a “Hebrew state” and 
its citizens be known as Israelites, encompassing a heterogeneous society of Jews, Arabs, and others, with a strict 
separation of  church and state. 

Bird has written a beautifully readable account of his life in the many places where he has lived and worked, 
especially Egypt and Saudi-Arabia, and the reader gains remarkable insights into the history and politics of 
these areas as well as biographical cameos of the people he has known. Many will disagree with his views on 
the Arab-Israeli conflict, but with this long-standing problem still unresolved and peace not yet achieved, we 
ought to pay attention to any serious idea that may offer hope for a solution. The book includes maps, notes, 
illustrations and an index and is highly recommended.   

Susanne M. Batzdorff, Celia Gurevitch Library, Congregation Beth Ami, Santa Rosa, CA
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Dublon-Knebel, Irith, ed. A Holocaust Crossroads: Jewish Women and Children in Ravensbruck.  
London: Valentine Mitchell, 2010. 289 pp. $79.95 (9780853039914)

Ravensbruck was one of the few major concentration camps built as a camp for women prisoners. While at 
first it held mainly political prisoners, with a majority of non-Jews, by late 1944/early 1945, with the advance 
of the Russian army from the east, many Jewish prisoners were brought to Ravensbruck on a Death March. In 
Holocaust Crossroads, eleven scholarly essays by Israeli and German historians and sociologists are presented. 
The reader is able to understand  not only  the history of the camp, which held 132,000 women from 23 countries 
between 1939 and 1945, but also the sociological, economic and strategic forces that affected the women (and 
some children) who were imprisoned in Ravensbruck and in its external camps. The articles have extensive 
notes, and the book includes an 18 page bibliography. 

This book is recommended for academic libraries, especially those with serious Holocaust collections. In 
2004, Rochelle Saidel published The Jewish Women of Ravensbruck in which she sheds light on the Jewish prisoners 
in this camp, frequently using testimony of survivors as a source. The Saidel book gives the reader a personal 
feel for what life was like for the Jewish prisoners of Ravensbruck; the Dublon-Knebel book is a more scholarly 
view. Together the two books present a picture of the Ravensbruck concentration camp for women.

Beverly Geller, Librarian, The Frisch School, Paramus, NJ  

Endelman, Todd M. Broadening Jewish History: Towards a Social History of Ordinary Jews. Oxford; Portland, 
Oregon: Littman Library of Jewish Civilization, 2011. 379 pp. $64.50 (9781904113010)

Unlike intellectual and political history, which tends to focus on a very small and often elite group, social 
history studies all members of a society.  It is only through social history that we can really understand how Jews 
became “modern,” challenged their traditional group beliefs, and identified with the peoples among whom they 
lived. Most of the essays in this book deal with the Jews in England. The conventional paradigm, which sees 
the start of the modernizing process with Moses Mendelssohn or the political declarations of absolutist rulers, 
is not relevant when trying to understand the Jews of England -- Endelman’s specialty.  He goes out of his way 
to study “marginal” people such as criminals, converts from Judaism, and “self-haters.”  These often extreme 
examples help to highlight and clarify the processes involved in the rapid change of beliefs and behaviors among 
the Jews. This excellent book is recommended for any college or university with a Jewish studies or European 
history collection.  

Jim Rosenbloom, Judaica Librarian, Brandeis University; President, Association of Jewish Libraries

Fine, Lawrence, Eitan Fishbane, and Or N. Rose, eds. Jewish Mysticism and the Spiritual Life: Classical Texts, 
Contemporary Reflections. Woodstock, VT: Jewish Lights, 2011. 223 pp. $24.99 (9781580234344). Available as 
an e-book.

The text is a collection of twenty-six short essays, never more than four or five pages, each consisting of a 
translated text, either from a Hasidic master or from the Zohar, followed by a spiritual reflection on the text. 
The authors of the essays are American and/or Israeli scholars, rabbis, and/or educators, from a wide range of 
backgrounds and communal or academic affiliations.  All are united in their love and respect for Rabbi Arthur 
Green, the scholar of Jewish mysticism and Hasidism, former dean of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College 
(1987–1993), who taught for many years at Brandeis University, and who is now dean for the non-denominational 
rabbinical program at Hebrew College in Boston. Jewish Mysticism and the Spiritual Life is dedicated to him and 
his works are often quoted in footnotes. Most of the texts and the essays are very accessible - a few assume some 
previous knowledge in Jewish theology, kabbalah and/or Hasidism but all offer insights in the mystical revival 
of Jewish theology and spiritual practice which we observe these days in Israel and in the United States. There 
are some gems to be picked up, but what might be a stimulating text for one person might not be stimulating 
for someone else. My favorites are too numerous to be listed here, but I cannot resist mentioning the touching 
personal essay of Chava Weissler, “Holiness in the Kitchen,” the focused commentaries on passages from Rabbi 
Abraham Joshua Heschel, of Apta (d. 1825), one titled “Taking in the Torah of the Timeless Present,” by Gordon 
Tucker, and the other, “Spiritual Wounds,” by Michael Fishbane. Highly recommended to the spiritual seeker 
with no knowledge of Hebrew.

Roger S. Kohn, Independent scholar, Silver Spring, MD 
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Flatto, Sharon. The Kabbalistic Culture of Eighteenth-Century Prague.  Oxford: Littman Library of Jewish 
Civilization, 2010. 268 pp. $54.50 (9781904113393)

Sharon Flatto’s work on the 18th century Rabbi and communal leader, Ezekial Landau offers some original 
and controversial views about the thought and philosophy of the famous rabbi. This book is divided into four 
parts. Part I provides an overview of the Prague Jewish community in the eighteenth century. Flatto analyzes 
the rabbinic establishment and their attitudes toward halakha (Jewish law) and Jewish mysticism (kabbalah). 
The section concludes with a description of how the rabbinate was threatened by the growing presence and 
modernizing influence of the haskalah (Jewish enlightenment) and its maskilim (adherents) as well as the separatist 
and mystical fringe groups known as Sabbateans (those that believed in the pseudo messiah Shabbtai Tzvi) and 
the more radical Frankists (those that believed in the pseudo-messianism of Jacob Frank).

Part II details the central role that the kabbalah played in the life, thought, sermons and written works of 
eighteenth-century Prague’s greatest Rabbinic figure, Ezekiel Landau, also known by the title of his responsa 
literature as the “Noda Biyehuda.” Flatto’s central argument in this section overturns the regnant scholarly 
perception of Landau solely as an advocate and practitioner of a Halachic-centric approach to religion. In fact, 
argues Flatto, Landau learned, taught, practiced and believed in the kabbalah. Flatto explains that Landau’s 
failure to discuss kabbalah in various contexts was due to his fear of popularizing a discipline that he felt is best 
left private and available only to the elite rabbinical scholars already expert in the halacha.  Part III discusses 
the specifics of Landau’s kabbalistic works and demonstrates that Landau made use of different strands of 
kabbalistic thought, sometimes fusing different schools in creative and novel ways.  Part IV discusses specific 
kabbalistic ideas and how their presence in Landau’s sermons proves their widespread currency and use in 
eighteenth century Prague. This book is recommended for the scholar and the advanced reader.

David Tesler, Yonkers, New York

Frankel, Jonathan and Ezra Mendelsohn, eds. The Protestant-Jewish Conundrum. New York: League for 
Yiddish (Studies in Contemporary Jewry), 2010. 392 pp. $55 (9780199742646)

The Protestant-Jewish Conundrum is volume 24 in the annual, Studies in Contemporary Jewry. The symposium 
explores Protestant-Jewish relations from the beginning of the Protestant Reformation in the sixteenth century 
through the present. While a single volume could not hope to provide a comprehensive exposition of such a vast 
topic, this collection presents an appealing sampling of current scholarship in this field. One article provides a 
brief historical survey and another describes post-1945 German Protestant theology. The remaining six address 
particular modern issues and groups including the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, reaction to Mel Gibson’s film, 
The Passion of the Christ, the World Council of Churches, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.), and the complicated 
alliances between Jewish and Evangelical supporters of Israel. 

This volume also includes one unrelated essay on Bundist holiday culture in interwar Poland and 30 substantial 
reviews of important books published in the field of Contemporary Jewry from 2004-2008. Book topics include 
anti-Semitism, cultural studies and religion, history and social sciences, and Zionism. The series certainly belongs 
in Jewish academic libraries. This particular volume may also be a helpful addition to synagogue libraries where 
adult readers are seeking insights into the attitudes of Protestant Christians toward the Jewish people and Israel.

Paul A. Miller, Director of Library Services, Ostrow Library, American Jewish University, Los Angeles

Gelbin, Cathy S. The Golem Returns: From German Romantic Literature to Global Jewish Culture, 1808-2008. 
Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2011. 212 pp. $65 (978042117598)

In an age of superheroes with Jewish creators, and implicit Jewish characteristics, the golem is the only 
explicitly Jewish character. Gelbin posits in this book that the golem known today is actually the product of 
cross-pollination between Jewish and non-Jewish writers and cultures over the past 200 years. Drawing from 
the fields of anthropology, psychology, and literary theory, Gelbin discusses the development of the golem over 
different time periods and in different mediums as well. She pulls material from folk stories, scholarly Jewish 
and Christian literature, poetry, and movies. The author particularly examines German writings that are not 
well known to English speakers.

Despite its lighthearted topic, the book is written in weighty academic tones. It includes endnotes, an 
extensive bibliography, and an index. Recommended for larger academic collections. 

Sheryl Stahl, Librarian, Frances-Henry Library, HUC-JIR, Los Angeles
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Geller, Jamie. Quick& Kosher: Meals in Minutes. Nanuet, NY: Feldheim, 2010. 309 pp. $34.99 (9781598265965)
Consistent with the title, the recipes in this large-size cookbook are arranged in four sections: meals that can 

be prepared in 20, 40, or 60 minutes and a section of holiday meals. Rather than individual recipes, each page has 
two recipes – a main dish with a side dish, along with a wine recommendation. Some recipes include comments, 
and tips are dispersed throughout the sections. For those interested in both kashrut and food trends, selections 
include risotto, polenta, chutney, and a muffuletta with no cheese.

The author’s first cookbook, Quick & Kosher: Recipes from the Bride Who Knew Nothing (Feldheim 2007), 
introduced her cooking style of “simple addition, flourishes, and clever combinations of ready-made foods,” 
and she continues to use her wit and charm to describe cooking disasters, creating atmosphere in the kitchen, 
and the uses of different cheeses.

The book is beautiful: clear color photographs for every meal; different fonts, sizes, and colors of print; and 
enough white space to appreciate the high production value. Therefore it is a little tacky that it includes some 
rather shameless promotion of companies and brands with a product placement on each page and interviews 
with company representatives included in the back matter. The recipes are nicely indexed by title, by ingredient, 
and by whether the dish is dairy, meat, or pareve. The target audience is similar to Ms. Geller: relatively young 
and relatively new to both Orthodox Judaism and cooking. If these are your patrons, it is a solid purchase. 
Otherwise, skip it and get recipes at her website: www.blog.kosher.com.

Kathe Pinchuck, Clifton, NJ; Secretary, School Synagogue and Centers Division. AJL; 
Past Chair, Sydney Taylor Book Award Committee, AJL

Goodman, Martin and Philip Alexander, eds. Rabbinic Texts and the History of Late-Roman Palestine. New 
York: Oxford University Press, 2011. 419 pp. $115 (9780197264744).

There is much scholarship written in the last century about the influence of Roman culture on rabbinic 
literature. Scholars searched through Latin and Greek texts to find materials to shed light on the culture, laws, 
and the social, political and economic life of the Jews in Palestine during the first centuries C.E. Rabbinic Texts 
and the History of Late-Roman Palestine takes the opposite approach. It discusses the ways in which rabbinic 
texts can be used to understand the late-Roman period. 

Scholars of Roman history didn’t use rabbinic texts as historical sources for a number of reasons, including 
the language, as most are written in Aramaic or Hebrew, as well as their unfamiliarity with the rabbinic literary 
style. This book brings together essays from expert scholars of rabbinic texts, who also have knowledge of 
Roman and Greek history, to show the role rabbinic texts can play in Roman scholarship.

The articles are divided into three sections: The first section deals with the issues of using rabbinic texts as 
historical sources. The second goes through a number of specific rabbinic works and discusses their applicability 
to the study of Roman history. The third section shows how rabbinic texts have been used in this way in the past 
by renowned scholars. This book is an important addition for an academic library, as it builds a bridge between 
Jewish and Roman scholarship.

Yoram Bitton, Librarian, The Klau Library, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, New York

Harlow, Daniel C. et. al., eds. The “Other” in Second Temple Judaism: Essays in Honor of John J. Collins. Grand 
Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2011. 502 pp. $65 (9780802866257)

The book is made up of 27 articles as a tribute to John J. Collins, an esteemed scholar in Judaic Studies. The main 
theme of the book is “the Other,” as Professor Collins devoted much of his scholarly work to issues of identity.

The articles are divided into five sections, relating to areas of Professor Collins’ studies. These are: The Hebrew 
Bible and its Reception, Wisdom, Apocalypticism, the Dead Sea Scrolls and Jews among Greeks and Romans. 
Several of the articles are very important, including Martin Goodman’s “Romans, Jews, and Christians on the 
Names of the Jews” which deals with the ways that gentiles and Jews referred to the Jewish people. In addition, 
Rebecca Raphael has an interesting article called “Monsters and the Crippled Cosmos: Construction of the Other 
in Fourth Ezra” which deals with eschatological images of the body, including disabilities in Fourth Ezra.

Yoram Bitton, Librarian, The Klau Library, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, New York 

http://www.blog.kosher.com
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Hurwitz, Harry and Yisrael Medad, eds. Peace in the Making: The Menachem Begin-Anwar El-Sadat Personal 
Correspondence. Jerusalem and New York: Gefen in cooperation with the Menachem Begin Heritage Center, 
2011. 349 pp. $24.95 (9789652294562)

For diplomatic historians, history buffs, and all students of the Middle East, this is an essential compilation 
of original diplomatic material. The substance is broken down into four parts, initiated by the correspondence, 
speeches and interviews given by both Prime Minister Begin and President Sadat between May and November 
1977, when the latter visited Jerusalem.  The second part follows the visit of Begin to Egypt in an attempt to iron 
out the differences between the two countries which failed to produce positive results. Both men were brought 
together by President Carter at Camp David where a momentous agreement was reached, followed by both 
leaders receiving a Nobel Prize and then a peace treaty signed at the White House in March 1979, recorded here 
with relevant messages. The last part covers the period from April 1979 to April 1982 with letters exchanged 
as events created both opportunities and difficulties.  Appended for a researcher’s use are copies of diplomatic 
material and Israeli legislation found in various pieces of the correspondence. This, again, is a basic reference 
work that should be made accessible to all levels of interested readers.

Sanford R. Silverburg, Professor, Department of History and Politics, Catawba College, Salisbury, NC 

Jordan, James, Tony Kushner, Sarah Pearce, eds. Jewish Journeys from Philo to Hip Hop. London: Valentine 
Mitchell (Parkes-Wiener Series on Jewish Studies), 2010. 364 pp. $74.95 (9780853039624)

Jewish existence is in part a journey. From the Exodus to the Diaspora, travel by choice or by necessity 
has been a central part of life. This collection of papers by seventeen scholars from all over the world was 
first presented at a conference in 2007. They examine the concept of the journey from many viewpoints. After 
an introduction discussing the nature of Jewish journeys, authors examine them in terms of body, identity, 
and gender (“When Rivke Left Home: Women’s Journeys from Eastern Europe to South Africa” by Veronica 
Belling;” Galitsianer and the Mobility of Stereotypes” by Albert Lichtblau); intellectual and cultural transmission 
(“Egypt on the Pentateuch’s Map of Migration in the Writings of Philo of Alexandria” by Sarah Pearce; “Twenty-
first Century Jewish Journeys in Music” by Kristy Warren); and journeys and families (“Sephardic Journeys: 
Travel, Place, and Conceptions of Identity” by Jessica Vance Roitman; “Cowards or Heroes? Jewish Journeys, 
Jewish Families, and the Titanic” by Tony Kushner). These papers are both interesting and thought-provoking. 
As always, readers are left with the question of what actually makes a journey Jewish, which means that the 
discussion will continue.  This is a good addition to academic Jewish Studies collections. 

Barbara M. Bibel, Oakland Public Library, Oakland, CA; Congregation Netivot Shalom, Berkeley, CA

Kahn-Harris, Keith and Ben Gidley. Turbulent Times: The British Jewish Community Today. London, New 
York: Continuum, 2010. 237 pp. $34.95 (9781847144768)

This book considers the British Jewish community as it has developed in the last twenty years.  After the 
Second World War, the Jewish population began to decline. In 1990 the community finally began to fight back 
and the leaders of the community began to invest in education, especially Jewish Day Schools and in training 
young leaders. The community boasted a large number of organizations of different types. The effort to save 
the community created its own dynamic within these organizations and effected what the authors consider a 
“Jewish Renaissance,” although they are not too happy with the terminology.

Among the successes is the adult education movement “Limmud,” created in the United Kingdom and 
exported to the rest of the world. This discussion is both historical and sociological. The authors do not hide their 
“moderate” and “liberal” point of view and are distressed by some of the developments but do understand that 
even though they may disapprove of a specific trend, any activity is better than indifference. Their discussion of 
the “new anti-Semitism” is of special interest.

I was impressed by the work invested in this book, although I sometimes found myself angered by the 
authors’ implied ideology. A book well worth reading!

Chaim Seymour, Director, Cataloging and Classification Department, Wurzweiler Library, Bar-Ilan University, Israel

Reviews of Nonfiction Titles for Adults
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Katz, Maya Balakirsky. The Visual Culture of Chabad. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2011. 244 p., 
$95 (9780521191630)

This fascinating book traces the role modern media has played in the development of Chabad-Lubavitch 
and, conversely, Chabad’s role as pioneer in the use of modern media to solidify religious identity and influence. 
Beginning with early portraiture, which served to reinforce the connection between master and disciple, the 
author, Associate Professor of Art History at Touro College, discusses the concept of “Jewish art,” which, though 
traditionally marginal in the textual world of Torah study, proved effective as a representational tool for Chabad, 
from its inception in late eighteenth century Eastern Europe to its amazing vibrancy in today’s Brooklyn.

In the wake of the last century’s horrors the sixth Lubavitcher Rebbe, Joseph Isaac Schneersohn, recognized 
the potential of visual media. Under the last Rebbe, Menachem Mendel Schneerson, --who, the author observes, 
was transformed into a “pop icon”--Chabad media truly flowered. Sophisticated techniques such as televised 
farbrengens (celebrations), the children’s magazine Moshiach Times, and the Lag B’Omer parades, create mass 
appeal and strengthen the movement’s commitment to Jewish outreach and education. The dissemination of 
public displays and designs of Jewish symbols, most notably the menorah, which appear on Chabad House 
logos, have made Chabad both a ubiquitous and international symbol.

Sources include documents, artifacts, and scholarly works. There are controversial subjects such as the visit 
of the fifth Lubavitcher Rebbe, Sholom DovBer Schneersohn (Rebbe Rashab) to Vienna for psychoanalysis and 
the legal disputes over inheritance of the Chabad library. Although some of the author’s analyses of the Rebbe 
photos are highly subjective, she manages to broaden the viewer’s perspective on common Chabad images—
paintings, posters, and merchandise like Rebbe keychains. From a small sect has emerged a dominant force in 
postwar Judaism. This book is recommended for Jewish Studies or academic libraries.

Hallie Cantor, Acquisitions, Hedi Steinberg Library, Stern College for Women, Yeshiva University, New York

Kessler, Edward. An Introduction to Jewish-Christian Relations. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
2010. 243 pp. $95.00 cloth; $29.99 pbk. (9780521879767; 9780521705622). Available as an e-book.

Unlike some works on Jewish-Christian relations, Kessler’s book addresses not only the theological context, 
but also the broader “cultural, philosophical, historical, sociological, and political dimensions of the ongoing 
encounter between Judaism and Christianity.” Kessler begins by examining the history of and key themes found 
within the foundational texts of Judaism and Christianity—the New Testament (especially the Gospels and 
Pauline letters), and the writings of the Church Fathers (especially Justin Martyr, Melito of Sardis, Origen, John 
Chrysostom, Jerome, and the Syriac Fathers) and the rabbis (especially those that mention Jesus). The book 
includes an interesting chapter on biblical interpretation manifested within the genres of homily, commentary, 
poetry, and art (including some helpful illustrations of Christian and Jewish artistic exegesis). Kessler then 
turns to a discussion of the medieval period, mostly defined by Christian persecution of Jews. After a brief 
summary of the Enlightenment and Jewish emancipation, he moves to the modern period—anti-Semitism and 
the Holocaust, Zionism and the state of Israel. He concludes with a chapter on Jewish-Christian relations and the 
wider interfaith encounter, specifically relations with Islam. This book is both informative and accessible. It is 
an effective introduction that provides an overview while giving readers direction if they want to pursue a topic 
in more detail, especially via the thematically arranged bibliography. The book also includes a helpful timeline, 
glossary, and index. Recommended for large synagogue libraries and most academic libraries.

Beth A. Bidlack, Bibliographer for Religion and Philosophy, University of Chicago Library, Chicago, IL

Kessler, Herbert L. and David Nirenberg, eds. Judaism and Christian Art: Aesthetic Anxieties from the Catacombs 
to Colonialism.  Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2011. 456 pp. $69.95 (9780812242850)

This rich, sophisticated, rewarding collection of essays examines the way Christian art has depicted Jews and 
Judaism.  It covers many time periods and countries. Christian art inherits both a certain Hebraic suspicion of 
imagery and also the tradition of Hebrew decorative art connected with the temple, and the resulting tension is 
one of the book’s themes. One drawback of this volume is that none of the reproductions are in color. The book is 
more focused on Christianity, so, as far as Judaica collections are concerned, it will probably be relevant only for 
academic libraries that include coverage of depiction of Jews or Judaism. It is quite relevant for larger academic 
art history collections, however.

Shmuel Ben-Gad, Gelman Library, George Washington University, Washington, DC
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Knittel, K. M. Seeing Mahler: Music and the Language of Antisemitism in Fin-de-Siècle Vienna.  Burlington, 
VT: Ashgate Publishing, 2010. 201 pp. $99.95 (9780754663720)

Many European composers who were Jewish -- even those who converted or whose parents had converted 
to Christianity, such as Mendelssohn and Mahler -- were subjected to ongoing anti-Semitism in Germany and 
Austria. This book explores language used to code reception of Mahler’s music by reviewers and writers in 
order to understand the background of the times, and the commonly held beliefs and attitudes which greatly 
affected perceptions of the worth of his musical compositions. Some of the early writings have had unfortunate 
lingering residue which influences discussions of the quality of Mahler’s music, even to this day. 

Knittel explains that Wagner and other German writers subscribed to a deeply held belief of Jews as a “race,” 
a biological view rather than a religious one. Jews were considered incapable of true feelings or creativity, 
and thus could never represent “true” German music, let alone fully understanding it. Germans, especially the 
Viennese, believed that negative “innate” Jewish qualities would inevitably surface, however “hidden.” So, 
despite conversion to Christianity, the bodily, emotional and intellectual “characteristics” remained despite any 
efforts by Mahler or other individuals. 

Knittel’s book uses the reception to Gustav Mahler and his music as a case study. She focuses on the subtler 
forms of anti-Semitism, pointing out the specifics, and positing the thesis that language used to write about 
Mahler was full of coded anti-Semitism.  Knittel uses the works of Richard Strauss as a foil, and takes great pains 
to show how some of the same musical characteristics -- composing tone poems, complex orchestrations, eclectic 
styles, or referential thematic materials with little development -- were perceived differently for Strauss, who 
did not suffer condemnation for similar compositional techniques. The comparative reception is striking. Knittel 
uses Wagner’s Das Judentum in der Musik as the basis to model anti-Semitic language. Reviews of Mahler are 
analyzed in light of Wagner’s influence and particularly, his vocabularies. Knittel calls upon her readers to 
reevaluate Mahler’s music and escape categorizing his music in the ways described in the book. The reader of 
Seeing Mahler needs a sophisticated background to absorb the tight knit and nuanced argumentation, so this 
book is recommended at the advanced academic level. Includes bibliographical references and index.

Judith S. Pinnolis, RIS Humanities Librarian, Goldfarb Library, Brandeis University, Waltham, MA

Kohl, Christiane. The Witness House: Nazis and Holocaust Survivors Sharing a Villa During the Nuremberg 
Trials. Translated by Anthea Bell. New York: Other Press, 2010. 243 pp. $14.95 (9781590513798). Available as 
an e-book. 

Chrisiane Kohl originally published this well researched book in German as Das Zeugenhaus, in Munich, in 
2005. This amazing document presents some of the major witnesses that participated in the Nuremberg Trials. 
For practical reasons all shared the same lodging while waiting and during their trials. Here Rudof Diels, the first 
head of the Gestapo, sat down to eat with Josef Ackerman, journalist and former concentration camp prisoner 
held in Dachau, Buchenwald, and Dora-Mittelbau. The Villa was managed by the beautiful Ingeborg Countess 
Kalnoky who was recruited for this role by the Americans.  She created an unrealistic elegant atmosphere among 
the lodgers; the whole experience seemed completely detached from the horrific experiences of the Holocaust 
and its perpetrators.

The Witness House adds a new dimension to the human evil in evidence during WWII. The book was 
written based upon material collected soon after the war ended.  The victims and the perpetrators were still 
psychologically locked into their status even though the war was over and the trials were underway. The book 
includes photographs, the staff of the Witness House, U.S. Military Personnel, and Long-term Inhabitants of the 
House, Other Guests and Visitors at the Witness House, Bibliography and Index.

Anthea Bell’s translation is smooth and readable. While reading the book and upon finishing it the reader 
remains with the big question: can justice prevail?  As in the Hebrew: Haratsahta ve-gam yarashta? (Does one 
murder and also inherit?)

All Holocaust collections would benefit from having this volume as part of their resources.
Nira G. Wolfe, Independent researcher, Highland Park, IL; Head Librarian Hebrew Theological College (retired), Skokie, IL

Reviews of Nonfiction Titles for Adults
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Kovács, András. The Stranger at Hand: Antisemitic Prejudices in Post-Communist Hungary. Leiden and Boston: 
Brill (Jewish Identities in a Changing World, vol. 15), 2011. 211 pp. $122.95 (9789004191945)

Hungary has been home to Jewry for many centuries. The nationalistic and religious content of the country’s 
political culture has always made life difficult for Jews, as was the case in much of the continent. The lack of 
enthusiasm of native Hungarians to accept Jews allowed for a favorable drift toward Communism in the 20th 
century. Following the Holocaust and the inclusion of the Hungarian Jewish population in this tragedy, albeit late 
in the war, the Communist rule that was established included many Jewish Communists. Hungary, along with 
the rest of Eastern Europe made a transition to democratic rule beginning in 1990, but overt anti-Semitism was 
resurrected in the face of economic and social challenges.  Kovács, a sociologist at Budapest’s ELTE University, 
employs a great deal of empirical evidence including attitude surveys, election data, and personal interviews 
to survey the extent of anti-Semitic sentiments found in public discourse in the early 1990s and beyond in a 
comprehensive analysis of the dynamics of the phenomenon and how it has been integrated into the mainstream 
political ideology in Hungary. While the topic is certainly informative and interesting, it will be best appreciated 
by social scientists aware of the methods used and conclusions drawn.

Sanford R. Silverburg, Professor, Department of History and Politics, Catawba College, Salisbury, NC 

Kugel, James L. In the Valley of the Shadow: On the Foundations of Religious Belief. New York:  Free Press, 
2011. 256 pp. $26.00 cloth; $15.00 pbk. (9781439130094; 9781439130100). Available as an e-book.

Based upon the subtitle, I thought this book by a noted biblical scholar would be a rational defense of religious 
belief. As it turns out, it is an exploration of why religious belief is so very common, not whether or not it ought 
to be. Dr. Kugel came to write this book as he reflected upon his battle with cancer (which he has won). It is thus 
a mixture of memoir and scholarly musing. The musing is informed by his scholarship concerning the nature of 
religion. In this book, he relies more on psychology, anthropology, and evolutionary biology than on theology. 
The memoir is quite moving. His sense of his own smallness that accompanied his illness was obviously very 
powerful. He also discusses the concomitant sense of what is beyond the self and thinks he has discovered in this, 
“the foundation on which the religious consciousness is built…”  This book is both deeply felt and intellectual. 
In a way, this unusual book is even inspiring in an unsentimental way, but not everyone will connect with it, I 
think. Suitable for popular collections. 

Shmuel Ben-Gad, Gelman Library, George Washington University.

Larson, Erik. In the Garden of Beasts: Love, Terror, and an American Family in Hitler’s Berlin. Crown: New 
York. 2011. 448 pp. $26.00. (97803074088460)

Some books defy quick explanation. They are on one hand intensely important, while from another perspective 
they are irrelevant. Erik Larson’s non-fiction bestseller falls into that category.

The volume’s protagonist is William Dodd, American Ambassador to Berlin from 1933 to 1937. Dodd was 
an academic by profession, not a diplomat. He had lived in Leipzig as a student, and loved German culture. He 
began his posting as a cautious supporter of the new government, believing that Germany had been ill-treated 
by the Allies after World War I. But over the months he became convinced that the regime was dangerous. By the 
end of his first year, the Ambassador was steadfastly opposing the Nazis in words (he gave speeches against the 
growing Nazi terror) and action (he refused to appear at Hitler rallies). At the same time, Dodd faced opposition 
in Washington. Officials at the State Department, strong advocates of Isolationism throughout the 1930s, worked 
behind the scenes to undercut his authority and rejected his insights. The second narrative line follows the 
Ambassador’s daughter Martha, a beautiful 25-year-old divorcee; among her many lovers were several high-
ranking officials and a Soviet spy. Her relationship with Germany reflects a later, but equally strong rejection of 
the Nazis. The story ends with the Night of the Long Knives, when Hitler took absolute control. 

Larson comments frequently on the deteriorating situation of the Jews, but they are not his primary focus. 
The book discusses the issue, but puts it in context with the national terror. For these reasons In the Garden 
of Beasts poses a conundrum. Its popularity makes it a secondary purchase for academic libraries, although it 
includes a bibliography and index and the footnotes are plentiful. At the same time, its limited Jewish content 
should be noted by synagogue libraries. In the end, the book is an optional purchase for all Judaica collections, 
lying in the strange world bridging the “must read” and the “don’t need.” 

Fred Isaac, Temple Sinai, Oakland, CA

Reviews of Nonfiction Titles for Adults



AJL Reviews September/October 201121

Lau, Binyamin. The Sages: Character, Context & Creativity, vol. 1: The Second Temple Period. Translated by 
Michael Prawer. Jerusalem: Maggid, 2010.  383 pp. $24.95 (9781592642458)

This is the translation of the first volume of a three volume set published in Hebrew in 2007. The author is 
an Orthodox rabbi, ministering to a congregation in Jerusalem and an historian. The first volume is based on the 
first chapter of The Ethics of the Fathers.

In this book, he describes the prominent rabbis in the Second Temple period. He places the rabbis in their 
historical context and clarifies their beliefs and approaches to the questions of their day. Rabbi Lau succeeds in 
demonstrating the heterogeneity of his subjects. He also reveals the weaknesses in their leadership, claiming that 
the religious leadership was too involved with the rich elite of Jerusalem. 

The text is lively and highly readable. The translator did a very good job. The book is recommended for 
Jewish libraries for its coverage of an important aspect of the Second Temple period.

Chaim Seymour, Director, Cataloging and Classification Department, Wurzweiler Library, Bar-Ilan University, Israel

Libfroind, Efrat. Kosher Elegance: the Art of Cooking with Style. Translated by Brocha David. Nanuet, NY: 
Feldheim, 2011. 238 pp. $39.99 ( 9781598267624)

Efrat Libfroind’s new offering, Kosher Elegance, is a large volume, printed on thick glossy paper, containing 
artfully prepared and staged photographs of the recipes and it is feast for the eyes. Aware that the reader may be 
intimidated by the intricacies evoked in the images, Libfroind presents recipes that give detailed explanations to 
recreate her beautiful presentations, but offer a simpler version for those without the time or inclination. That she 
is first and foremost a pastry chef is always evident in her recipes. The book is strong on dramatic presentations 
of mousses and mousse-filled petit fours, but is also strong on salads and chicken dishes with the inclusion of 
fish, meat and bread recipes. What you will not find are dishes with any hint of traditional Jewish cooking. The 
recipes call for using molds and ingredients not found in your neighborhood market or kosher store. A link to an 
online store that offers kosher baking products in the United States, such as chocolate transfer sheets, is provided 
for those who want to learn how to artistically prepare her recipes. The books is divided into nine nontraditional 
sections of her own envisioning, titled: Sophistication, Occasions, Brunch, Hors d’oeuvres, Layers, Simplicity, 
“Sushi,” Temptation, and Chocolate. The index may provide a simpler entry to the recipes than the chapters. 
There is no ready indication at the top of the recipe whether it is dairy, pareve or meat and this, along with the 
evocative chapter titles, does not guide the reader into an appropriate recipe without reading the ingredient 
list. Originally published in Hebrew for an Israeli home cook and kitchen, the translation is flawless as are the 
instructions for an American kitchen. Libfroind’s tone is charming and inviting and she convinces the home 
cook that creating beautiful and delicious dishes can be achieved by anyone, not only a pastry chef.          

Sharon Benamou, Hebraica/Judaica and Music Catalog Librarian, University of California, Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA

Lipstadt, Deborah, E. The Eichmann Trial. New York: Schocken/Next Book (Jewish Encounters), 2011 272 pp. 
$24.95 (978-0805242607). Available as an e-book.

In The Eichmann Trial, Deborah Lipstadt masterfully retells the capture, trial, and aftermath of the infamous 
Nazi, Adolf Eichmann. Although there is little new ground broken in this work, it is a page turner and compellingly 
describes the most important events and ideas surrounding and emanating from the trial. The introduction 
begins on a personal note, with Lipstadt comparing the Eichmann trial to the libel suit brought against the 
author by the notorious Holocaust denier, David Irving. Although mostly beyond comparison, Lipstadt draws 
some important analogies between the two trials. The book begins with the exciting description of Eichmann’s 
capture and those that claimed credit for locating him in Argentina. The second chapter discusses the thorny 
international public relations snafu that Eichmann’s capture elicited with some unlikely parties praising and 
criticizing Israel for the mission. The third chapter delves into the preparation for the indictment and trial and 
introduces the reader to the prosecutors, information gatherers and judges who were carefully selected to 
accomplish the many goals Ben-Gurion and his government intended the trial to serve. The prosecution’s case 
is described in chapter four while chapter five discusses Eichmann’s defense, closing statements and judgment. 
The last chapter is a fascinating critique of Hanna Arendt’s Eichmann in Jerusalem written for Time Magazine. 

The afterword contains some rumination about the trial, its impact on the state of Israel, the world and 
contemporary politics.
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 Throughout the book, Lipstadt discusses large issues raised by the Holocaust in general and the trial 
in particular; to name just a few, the victimology of the survivors, the culpability of the Jewish Judenrat as 
instruments of Nazi policy and the accuracy of Arendt’s description of Eichmann’s actions and character as the 
“banality of evil.” The Eichmann Trial is highly recommended for the scholar and general reader alike.

David Tesler, Yonkers, New York

Liss, Hanna. Creating Fictional Worlds: Peshat-Exegesis and Narrativity in Rashbam’s Commentary on the 
Torah. Leiden: Brill, 2011.  319 pp. $168 (9789004194564)

Samuel ben Meir, Rashbam, a grandson of Rashi, followed in his grandfather’s footsteps by composing 
commentaries on the Bible and the Talmud. His Talmudic work has not aroused much interest, but his biblical 
commentaries have been subject to intense scholarly focus for more than a century. Important contributions in 
recent years include the work of Eliezer Touitou and the translation by Martin Lockshin. Hanna Liss builds on 
their foundations and suggests a new and intriguing direction to consider. Pointing out that the literary tradition 
of writing romances in French was beginning to take shape at the same time and in the same place that Rashbam 
was writing his Torah commentary, Liss asks whether a connection can be found. She reviews and reconsiders 
Rashbam’s attitude towards literary conventions in the Bible, his controversial approach to legal interpretations 
that disagree with the Talmud, and his use of Old French words. The book was not carefully edited and is rife 
with mistakes that sometimes obscure the author’s meaning. An important contribution to the study of medieval 
Jewish exegesis that should be considered by anyone interested in the peshat tradition of Northern France.

Pinchas Roth, graduate student in the Talmud Department at Hebrew University, Jerusalem

Malamed, Sandra Cummings. The Return to Judaism: Descendants from the Inquisition Discovering their 
Jewish Roots. McKinleyville, CA: Fithian Press, 2010. 321 pp. $32.50 (9781564745040)

Malamed’s book about descendants of conversos is, for her, a work of teshuvah (return) to explain Jewish 
traditions and customs to people of Spanish and Portuguese descent whose family’s practices may be Jewish in 
origin. Nearly one third of the book is devoted to interviews she conducted in the 1990s which appear to have been 
conducted without use of a written script or systematic survey and none is reproduced in the appendices. The 
interviews are reproduced in raw form in the main text rather than in an appendix. They expose the randomness 
of the questioning which Malamed explains are the types of questions the interviewee’s ancestors would have 
been asked by Church or government officials during the Inquisition. The data produced from the interview is 
fascinating and is a wealth of information for a researcher, but Malamed took little space, only three pages, to 
draw conclusions from the information. She provides a brief background on the Inquisition and expulsion of 
Jews from the Iberian Peninsula.  This book may be of use for those who suspect that they are descendants of 
Iberian Jews but does little to increase knowledge in this area of study.

Sharon Benamou, Hebraica/Judaica and Music Catalog Librarian, University of California, Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA

Melamed, Yitzhak and Michael A. Rosenthal, eds. Spinoza’s Theological-Political Treatise: A Critical Guide. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press (Cambridge Critical Guides), 2010. 294 pp. $85 (9780521882293). 
Available as an e-book.

As the editors note, Spinoza’s Tractatus Theologico-Politicus (TTP) was controversial when it was first published 
anonymously in 1670. At the heart of the controversy was Spinoza’s claim that scripture is a “human artifact 
written and composed by several authors and editors over time.” In this work, Spinoza advocated for a democracy 
that emphasized justice and charity. In spite of Spinoza’s important ideas, his TTP is often overlooked. Instead, 
much scholarship has focused on his Ethics. In this guide, the editors “show the range of recent work being 
done on a variety of topics concerning the TTP.” Like the other titles in the Cambridge Critical Guide series, 
this guide is not a simple overview or summary. Rather, it contains thirteen new, in-depth essays representing 
the best of current research on Spinoza from both experienced and newer scholars. The guide includes a study 
of the history of the text of TTP. Some essays outline the influences upon Spinoza, while others investigate the 
reception and influence of Spinoza and his TTP. Some essays examine the philosophical aspects of the Treatise 
(e.g., its metaphysics), while others focus on the religious and political aspects of the work. Overall, this book is 
successful in its attempt to bring the TTP into “a productive dialogue with contemporary philosophical debates.” 
The book includes a lengthy bibliography and helpful index. Recommended for advanced readers at academic 
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libraries with strong collections in philosophy, Jewish studies, and religion.
Beth A. Bidlack, Bibliographer for Religion and Philosophy, University of Chicago Library, Chicago, IL

Pelletière, Stephen C. Israel in the Second Iraq War: The Influence of Likud.   Denver, CO: ABC-CLIO (Praeger 
Security International), 2010. 134 pp. $34.95 (9780313382307)

The author has long been associated with strategic political and military agencies of the US government, 
specializing in Middle Eastern affairs. While his political position vis-a-vis Israel has not been filled with total 
animus, he has not held particularly favorable views.  In this, his latest endeavor, he puts forth the argument 
that the Israeli incursion into southern Lebanon in 1996 became a model for the American military invasion of 
Iraq in 2002.  Not only is there a connection made between the actions of both countries on a national level, but 
Pelletière deepens the linkage along two other lines. The political right in Israel, driven by the Likud party and 
its leadership, strongly influenced American decision makers in conjunction with its American representatives 
serving as advisors to the then Secretary of Defense, Donald Rumsfeld. The fact that these individuals, Richard 
Perle, Douglas Feith, and Paul Wolfowitz, are Jewish adds to the author’s dark portrait. The conspiratorial 
overtone colors much of the author’s analysis and overall criticism of the policy decision to confront Iraq in 
the manner that the US used. Adding fuel to the argument, the Israelis supposedly used the Lebanese Shiite 
population as a proxy occupying force which was then copied by the Americans in Iraq using the Kurds, so as 
not to appear as occupiers. There are sufficient polemics to detract from the overall analysis, but this is a book 
that should be read by Israeli supporters in order to be aware of the criticism leveled at the state.

Sanford R. Silverburg, Professor, Department of History and Politics, Catawba College, Salisbury, NC

Pinsker, Shachar M. Literary Passports: The Making of Modernist Hebrew Fiction in Europe. Stanford 
University Press (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and Culture), 2011. 487 pp. $60 (9780804770644)

Before there were blogs, tweets and Facebook, the literati and artistic types shared their new ideas in cafes 
in cities large and small across Europe. Shachar M. Pinsker has brought to life the unique gatherings of those 
authors through his descriptions of the evolution of modernist Hebrew literature at the beginning of the 20th 
century. Although this book could easily serve as a course book for the subject matter, it is also an interesting 
read for the student and non-student alike. Pinsker often includes examples of non-Hebrew literature and how 
they inspired or paralleled works in Hebrew.

Part two of the book, entitled “Sexuality and Gender in Modernist Hebrew Fiction,” might seduce unsuspecting 
readers into reading something they thought might be lurid, but in fact this part of the book brings up many 
issues caused by the changes in the roles of the sexes as Europe entered the modern era. An Observant reader 
should not be offended by any of the language in this book because the topics are referred to discreetly and 
should not be an issue. 

I chose to review this book in order to better catalog our library’s set of Biblioteka Ivrit and Pinsker’s book 
has clarified why such unusual and diverse works were translated into Hebrew. The modernist authors were 
working in other languages and influenced the Hebrew writers of their time. Although I expected the book to 
read like a dry textbook, I was surprised when Literary Passports started with a charming anecdote as to how 
Gershon Shofman used a postcard as his passport. I collect postcards and I instantly felt a connection with 
what I was reading. This book is a must for any university for its contributions to the study of both history and 
literature. It is also a nice addition to a large synagogue library, as a complement to a collection of modernist 
Hebrew literature.

Jackie Ben-Efraim, Special Collections Librarian, Ostrow Library, American Jewish University, Los Angeles

Rein, Raanan. Argentine Jews or Jewish Argentines? Leiden: Brill, (Jewish Identities in a Changing World; 12), 
2010. 286 pp. $154 (9789004179134)

This absorbing book by Raanan Rein, a pioneer of teaching Latin American Studies in Israel, draws together 
a number of academic essays that have emerged from his ongoing research into the Jews of Latin America in 
general and the Jews of Argentina in particular.

Rein’s carefully nuanced study begins with an essay challenging prevailing notions about Latin American 
Jews by analyzing the language used to describe them. Rein urges fellow scholars to replace the term “Latin 
American Jewry” with the phrase “Jewish-Latin Americans” which combines both national and diasporic 
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identities. Rein challenges the weight given in current scholarship to Jewish particularity and rejects the heavy 
focus usually given to Jewish victimology. For Rein, an ideal study of the Jews in Latin America would deal with 
individual entities, based on groupings such as place of origin or social class, instead of dealing with them as a 
monolithic whole.

With his method of investigation thus defined, Rein proceeds in the following nine chapters to focus on 
the Jews of Argentina. The first essay outlines the history of the Jews in Argentina and discusses questions of 
Jewish-Argentine identity as well as mainstream Argentinean attitudes towards Jews. This is followed by a 
discussion about the history and status of Argentines living in Israel. Other chapters deal with specific events 
or periods in Argentinean history and their impact and meaning for Jewish-Argentines, such as the period of 
the Second World War and the question of Argentina’s neutrality. A particularly fascinating chapter is Rein’s 
discussion of the Juan Perón’s regime and its unexpected patronage of the Jewish community. Other subjects 
include the uneasy triangular relationship between Jewish-Argentines, the Argentinean government and the 
State of Israel. 

Rein’s meticulously researched work is accompanied by an extensive bibliography and well-organized index.
Rebecca J. W. Jefferson, Isser and Rae Price Library of Judaica, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL

Riskin, Shlomo. Listening to God: Inspirational Stories for my Grandchildren. Jerusalem: Maggid, 2010. 445 
pp. $29.95 (9781592642922)

This work is an unconventional autobiography. It tells the story of a prominent, talented rabbi who grew 
up in a non-religious home. He traces his attraction to religion, his progress into the rabbinate, his work in 
the United States, his involvement in the fight for the rights of Soviet Jewry and his emigration to Israel. He 
introduces us to the people who have influenced him and claims that God revealed his purpose or directed him 
through the people he met and his interaction with them. The people he describes are of all types including both 
common people and leaders. I think many of us have had that experience that a simple sentence which we hear 
can sometimes have disproportional effects on our decision making!

Rabbi Riskin writes well and is not afraid to talk about his own weaknesses. From my point of view, the book 
proved its quality. I was reading a thriller when I started reading this work, and the thriller was neglected until 
I finished Rabbi Riskin’s book.

I recommend this book to the general reader, but it is of special interest for students of modern Jewish history.
Chaim Seymour, Director, Cataloging and Classification Department, Wurzweiler Library, Bar-Ilan University, Israel

Riteman, Philip. Millions of Souls—The Philip Riteman Story. St. John’s, NL, Canada: Flanker Press, 2010. 174 
pp. $16.95 (9781897317785)

The author, Philip Riteman, was raised in Poland. In 1941, his home town was occupied by the Germans 
which resulted in most of the town’s population deportation to the Pruzhany Ghetto.  Riteman’s terrifying 
experiences began in Auschwitz where his family and most of his extended family were put to death.  He was 
sent to many death camps and relates quite graphically some of the most gruesome ordeals of his life in the 
camps. In 1945, following a death march through the Tyrolean Alps, he was liberated by American troops. He 
refused to return to his home town since almost all the residents were killed during the war. Riteman tried to 
emigrate to the U.S. and Canada, but met impossible quotas and restrictions, and ultimately gained admittance 
to Newfoundland (then an independent country). He lived a nomadic life as a peddler but was treated with 
respect and warmth by most everyone he met. As he achieved success, he eventually moved to Halifax where he 
started to talk publicly about his wartime life. Recommended for large Holocaust collections.

Martin Goldberg, Head Librarian, Penn State University, Monaca, PA

Rosen, Alan. The Wonder of Their Voices: The 1946 Holocaust Interviews of David Boder. New York: Oxford 
University Press (The Oxford Oral History Series), 2010. 310 pp. $74 (9780195395129)

The psychologist David Boder went to Europe in 1946 and recorded interviews with Holocaust survivors, 
Jews and non-Jews, in displaced persons (DP) camps. Conducting about 120 audio recorded interviews, with 
two complementing reels of visual film footage, Boder returned to the US and published I did not Interview 
the Dead followed later by a series of Topical Autobiographies. The Wonder of Their Voices relates David Boder’s 
biography, his idea of recording testimonies in Europe in nine languages, and his psychological study of the 
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interviews. Boder was multilingual, and with the help of translators he transcribed his audio tapes. 
Throughout the book samples from specific interviews are dispersed. Appendixes include Chronology of the 

Interviews from July 29-October 4, 1946; the disputed number of Boder Interviews; Table of contents for Topical 
Autobiographies of Displaced People: Volumes I through XVI. The volume includes photographs of Boder in Europe, 
detailed notes, a bibliographic note, and an index.

In his epilogue Alan Rosen summarizes his own research and at the same time highlights David Boder’s 
contribution to the study of the Holocaust. The Wonder of their Voices should be a part of any serious Holocaust 
collection in academic or public institutions. 

Nira G. Wolfe, Independent researcher, Highland Park, IL; Head Librarian Hebrew Theological College (retired), Skokie, IL

Rosenfeld, Ben Zion. Torah Centers and Rabbinic Activity in Palestine 70 - 400 C.E.: History and Geographic 
Distribution. Leiden: Brill (Supplements to the Journal for the Study of Judaism), 2010. 320 pp. $154 
(9789004178380)

This book is a comprehensive listing of all of the cities in Palestine which housed Torah study or rabbis 
in the period of the Mishna and Talmud. The author collected all the villages, towns, and cities mentioned in 
the Tanaaic sources such as the Mishna, Tosefta, halakhic midrashim, and the Amoraic sources including the 
Babylonian and Palestinian Talmuds and various aggadic midrashim. The list primarily has places from the 
Galilee, the Golan and Judea. The author overcomes the challenges of the original sources to provide a detailed 
description of the places and their importance. Rosenfeld also deals with social and political issues, such as the 
relationships between urban and rural Torah centers. The book includes several maps that are very helpful in 
locating and understanding the geography. In addition, there is a very detailed index of all of the places listed.

This book is essential for the study of Jewish sages in the first centuries C.E. and should have a place in every 
serious Jewish Studies collection.

Yoram Bitton, Librarian, The Klau Library, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, New York 

Sagerman, Robert J. The Serpent Kills or the Serpents Give Life: The Kabbalist Abraham Abulafia’s Response 
to Christianity. Leiden: Brill (Supplements to The Journal of Jewish Thought and Philosophy, volume 12), 
2011. 384 pp. $199 (9789040194465)

Abraham Abulafia was a 13th century Jew who wandered from Spain to Israel, Italy and Sicily. His Kabbalistic 
worldview, based upon earlier Jewish philosophers including Maimonides, as well as complex ‘gematria’ 
permutations and his own mystical visions, is preserved in almost thirty compositions. Many of his works were 
first published over the past decade, but his thought has been receiving scholarly attention for at least a century. 
Robert Sagerman wrote his doctoral dissertation on Abulafia, focusing on Abulafia’s complex attitude towards 
gentiles and the Christian religion. Abraham Abulafia referred often to Christianity and to Jesus, giving them an 
important place in his mystical system. That system, and the language with which it is elucidated, is extremely 
dense and complicated. Sagerman tackles this system gamely, but his own prose adds yet another layer of 
density. Not an easy read, this volume is important for the study of Jewish mysticism and for the history of the 
very complicated ways in which Jews have thought about Christianity.

Pinchas Roth,  graduate student in the Talmud Department at Hebrew University, Jerusalem.

Sand Shlomo and Ernest Renan. On the Nation and the Jewish People. Translated by David Fernbach. London, 
New York: Verso, 2010. 100 pp. $95 cloth; 14.95 pbk. (9781844676590; 9781844674626)

Shlomo Sand teaches at Tel-Aviv University and this book is based upon his Hebrew teaching material. It 
includes two essays by Ernest Renan and an essay about Renan.

Sand explains in his introduction: “the combination of these two texts was intended to reinforce certain 
scandalous arguments that I put forward in my book The Invention of the Jewish People.”

Renan was a prominent French intellectual who lived in the nineteenth century. His twin interests were 
nationalism and Judaism. Sand is very concerned to defend him against charges of anti-Semitism. The first essay 
on nationalism was probably revolutionary when it was written, but is very much in line with the twentieth 
century discussions of nationalism, reaching the conclusion that nationalism is shared heritage and the desire to 
continue living together.

In his essay on Judaism, Renan eliminates the question of race, claiming that due to the numbers of conversions 
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to Judaism, the Jews could no longer claim common ancestry.
I found Renan’s conclusions very much in line with much contemporary thinking on nationalism and 

Judaism, but when he referred to France, England and Italy as the “noblest of nations,”  I understood that his 
views should be treated with caution. An interesting work, but to my mind, Renan’s place is in an anthology of 
political thought, rather than a separate book. 

Chaim Seymour, Director, Cataloging and Classification Department, Wurzweiler Library, Bar-Ilan University, Israel

Shapira, Kalonimus Kalmish ben Elimelekh.  Chovas HaTalmidim, The Students’ Obligation and Sheloshah 
Maamarim, Three Discourses. Translated from the Hebrew.  Nanuet, NY: Feldheim, 2011.  644 pp. $24.99 
(978159826511)

Having read and reviewed Andrea Cohen-Kiener’s translation of Rav Shapira’s Bene Makhshavah Tovah, 
which she entitled Conscious Community: A Guide to Inner Work  (1999), my eye was immediately caught by 
Feldheim’s edition of the text and translation of  two more of the Rav’s works. 

What can one say about masterpieces of Jewish spirituality and practice that miraculously survived Nazi 
persecution, and have lived on to aid and inspire a new generation of Jewish seekers? The Students’ Obligation is 
addressed to the adolescent students in Rav Shapira’s yeshiva. Adults, even those who do not live in the yeshiva 
world, will find enlightenment here as well, if they move through the material slowly and carefully, realizing 
that not everything the Rav says will necessarily apply directly to them. I am especially attracted to the Three 
Discourses particularly the one entitled, “Torah, Prayer, and Singing to ha-Shem.” It is a window into the heart 
and soul of a master of prayer, whose insights should be of profound help to anyone no matter what his or her 
rite of choice, traditional or modern.

The biographical sketch of the Rav by Aharon Sorasky is not easy reading, culminating as it does in the death 
of the Rav and most of his disciples at the hands of the Nazis. One paragraph that Rav Sorasky includes in his 
sketch is a direct quotation from Rav Shapira. In it he asks G-d to help him to be more than a “two dimensional 
portrait” of a Rebbe. He wants “simply to be a Jew.” G-d help us each and every one who sit at his feet to aspire 

to that as well. I recommend this book for purchase by 
all libraries with Jewish studies collections, and indeed 
by all spiritual seekers.

Daniel J. Rettberg, Librarian, Klau Library, Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion, Cincinnati, OH

Sidur Koren Avotenu. Me’ir El`azar, `Atiyah, ed. 
Jerusalem: Koren, 2009/ 2010. 901 pp.  $29.95; $19.95 
(9789653012653). (Hebrew). Available in various 
formats.

This Hebrew prayer book is another publication of 
Koren, published at the same time as the English Koren 
Siddur, edited by Chief Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, reviewed 
by D. Scheide  in the AJL Newsletter, (May/June 
2010). This prayer book records some of the liturgical 
traditions of the Jewish communities from Morocco. It 
is first and foremost a practical guide for the faithful: 
how to pronounce the ambiguous words of the liturgy 
and how to practice prayer in public according to the 
rabbinical codes. In his introduction, the compiler of the 
prayer book explains what he included in his book: he 
gives excerpts from the out-of-print works of Moroccan 
rabbis to serve as “an encyclopedia of the traditions 
of our ancestors” in order to motivate and inspire the 
reader before praying. In his preface, `Atyah presents 
the liturgical treasures of Moroccan Jewry and alludes 
to the conflict between established rabbinical authorities 
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“Miller writes thoughtfully about her eff orts to piece together 
a family’s story of dislocation, success, and broken links, 
and of how, in the process, Miller reconnected with Jewish 
history and traditions.”—Publishers Weekly
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and the Lubavitcher emissaries in Morocco in the 1950s. Among the religious practices of Moroccan Jews he 
collected is a prayer to say before taking medication and a ritual for changing one’s name. This prayer book has 
a very pleasant typography, most noticeable in the tetragrammaton (name of God), customary in Oriental prayer 
books, and a clear layout of the page.

Recommended to Moroccan synagogues and individuals.
Roger S. Kohn, Independent scholar, Silver Spring, MD

Simnegar, Reyna. Persian Food from the Non-Persian Bride and Other Kosher Sephardic Recipes You Will 
Love. Nanuet, NY: Feldheim, 2011. 371 pp. $34.99 (978583303252)

The author, a Venezuelan from a converso family who married a Persian Jew, has written a unique cookbook. 
It offers a variety of Persian and Sephardic recipes which are both kosher and healthy. She includes lists of 
ingredients and utensils necessary for a Persian kitchen as well as a glossary and a bibliography. Over 100 color 
illustrations whet the appetite of the reader. Among the delectable recipes are gondy (Persian matzo balls), various 
Shabbat stews, stuffed rice cake, and Persian rice pudding. There are also menus for both Jewish and Persian 
holiday meals. This is a wonderful addition to library cookbook collections. Home cooks will want a copy also. 

Barbara M. Bibel, Oakland Public Library, Oakland, CA; Congregation Netivot Shalom, Berkeley, CA

Visotzky, Rabbi Burton L. Sage Tales: Wisdom and Wonder from the Rabbis of the Talmud. Woodstock, VT: 
Jewish Lights, 2011. 239 pp. $24.99 (9781580234566)

Rabbi Visotsky is a versatile writer and has written books for both young readers and adults. This book 
contains his signature lively writing style.  It is almost like being at the dinner table with him and listening to him 
regale his fellow diners with stories culled from his vast knowledge of the sources. At first I was a bit puzzled 
trying to decide to whom this book is addressed but after realizing that this was not the main issue, I relaxed and 
enjoyed the book.  Rabbi Visotzky tell us “There is a cognitive dissonance between story and history. One of the 
functions of our sage tales is to mediate that dissonance and in so doing to assuage the sorrows of reality.” 

This book is a visit with several of the most important rabbis of the Talmud from the perspective of their 
writings and interactions. It is designed to pique the reader’s curiosity to delve more deeply into the subject. 
Visotzky tells us some ‘cool facts’ about the lives of the protagonists and shares with all readers, those who know 
Hebrew and the other ancient languages and those who don’t, some little-known connections between these 
stories and stories in the Christian holy writings. These secrets are revealed through puns and other linguistic 
tools. The reader is compelled by the engaging style to push on even when things are not crystal clear.

This book is great fun to read but it is not a casual read. At the end we are provided with an appendix that 
quotes all the stories in their entirety with citations. In the body of the text, some of the stories are broken up into 
pieces. A bibliography and a glossary of Hebrew terms and proper names are helpful to the reader. This book is 
recommended for synagogue, center and public library collections. 

Marion M. Stein, Founding Librarian of The Abraham Joshua Heschel High School, retired, New York

Waldman, Menachem, ed. The Koren Journey to Freedom Haggada: An Ethiopian Haggada. Jerusalem: Koren, 
2010. 195 pp. $29.95 (9789653012912).  (Hebrew)

This is not a version of the Haggadah that originates with Ethiopian Jews nor is it a commentary in the 
conventional sense. The traditional text of the Haggadah is juxtaposed with primary documents illustrating 
the community’s struggle to make their way to Israel. Much of the documentation here can be found in other 
sources, but placing it within the context of the Haggadah gives the material a more meaningful and emotional 
thrust; framing it within the larger stories of the Jewish people and all struggles for freedom. There are also a 
few lengthy poems and prayers from the community that fit perfectly within the structure of the Haggadah. 
Interestingly, the Haggadah details the Ethiopian journey to Israel, but includes very little material documenting 
their lives post-aliyah. The introduction paints a picture of the unique Passover customs and traditions of the 
Ethiopians. The Koren Journey to Freedom Haggada is beautifully illustrated with Ethiopian art and photographs of 
the community. Highly recommended.

Daniel Scheide, Librarian, Wimberly Library, Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton, FL; RAS Vice President, AJL; 
Chair, Bibliography and Reference Book Award, AJL
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The Washington Haggadah. Copied and Illustrated by Joel ben Simeon. Introduction and translation by 
David Stern. Cambridge, Massachusetts; London, England: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press; 
Washington, D.C.: The Library of Congress, 2011. 161 pp., 38 leaves. $39.95 (9780674051171)

The Washington Haggadah of Joel ben Simeon is one of the great treasures of the Jewish people. The Library of 
Congress, its repository since the first part of the twentieth century (hence its title), issued a superb facsimile of 
the Haggadah with a separate volume of scholarly essays in 1991. Together with the Belknap Press of the Harvard 
University Press, the Library has now produced a more popular version in a single volume, including both a 
complete color photographic reproduction of the manuscript together with two essays in part summarizing the 
work of the scholars who worked on the earlier facsimile. 

David Stern, in his initial essay outlines the history of the Haggadah text as well as the history of the artifact 
itself with attention to its marginalia, and to the story of its acquisition by the Library. Katrin Kogman-Appel’s 
introduction focuses on the lavish decorations in the Haggadah. As both a scribe and an artist, Joel ben Simeon 
traveled from Germany to Italy and back again. As such his work is marked by both Ashkenazi and Italian 
traditions. 

The price is right, the facsimiles clear and beautiful, and the essays are enlightening in every way. In addition 
to the facsimiles and the essays, the editors provide thorough and helpful notes and bibliography and a complete 
translation of the text. I heartily recommend this book for inclusion in all libraries with Jewish collections, as well 
as for individual purchase and use at the Seder.   

Daniel J. Rettberg, Librarian, Klau Library, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, Cincinnati, OH

Waskow, Arthur Ocean and Phyllis Ocean Berman. Freedom Journeys: The Tale of Exodus and Wilderness 
Across Millennia. Woodstock, VT: Jewish Lights, 2011. 248 pp. $24.99 (9781580234450)

Waskow and Berman’s Freedom Journeys is a modern midrash on the Exodus story and on much of the rest 
of the Pentateuch from Exodus to Deuteronomy. They also include a chapter on the Song of Songs. As such 
it is deeply rooted in classical midrashic tradition, in the events of the last half century, and in the personal 
development of the authors over the course of those years. Waskow’s is perhaps a unique perspective based on 
his many years of political activism combined with his increasingly deep sense of Jewish spirituality. Together 
they embody two of the guiding forces of Jewish Renewal. 

Waskow and Berman have also included three additional chapters by contributing authors from Christian 
and Muslim backgrounds. These include an essay rereading the Passion Story from the Christian scriptures in 
the light of the Exodus, one interpreting the Exodus through the lens of African-American experience, and one 
retelling it according to Islamic tradition. The authors have thus provided us with a text that offers Jews a special 
and unique resource to accompany the weekly reading of the Torah and the annual retelling of the Passover 
narrative. In addition they attempt to appeal to the broadest possible audience making this an exceptional book 
for discussion in interfaith groups as well. 

My compliments go to Jewish Lights for producing an attractive and readable volume. My only criticism as 
one who likes to make notes in the margins of his books is that I would have liked to have seen a more classical 
page layout with larger margins. That concern aside I highly recommend Freedom Journeys to all libraries scholarly 
or popular featuring collections devoted to contemporary American religious thought.

Daniel J. Rettberg, Librarian, Klau Library, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, Cincinnati, OH

Wein, Rabbi Berel. Vision & Valor: An Illustrated History of the Talmud. Jerusalem: Maggid Books an imprint 
of Koren Publishers. 2010. 252 pp. $39.95 ( 9781592642861)

Vision & Valor, a beautifully printed coffee table size book, is a companion volume to Rabbi Wein’s book 
on the Mishna, The Oral Law of Sinai.  The lives of the major Amoraim (sages) of the Babylonian and Jerusalem 
Talmud are discussed. Not much is known about the personal life of many, but where possible Rabbi Wein 
presents brief biographies which include the names of children and grandchildren, occupation and the times in 
which these sages lived.  

An easy-to-read timeline of the Amoraim in Babylonia and Jerusalem and copious notes provide supplemental 
information on the sages and on textual references. A comprehensive glossary of Hebrew and Aramaic terms 
makes the book accessible to all readers, not just those familiar with talmudic language. In addition, the index 
of names and terms makes the book a valuable reference tool. Throughout the book are photographs of artifacts, 
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including coins, a wine press, stone carvings and paintings. Recommended as a supplemental purchase. 
Ilka Gordon, Librarian, Siegal College of Judaic Studies, Cleveland, OH

Weingrad, Michael. American Hebrew Literature: Writing Jewish National Identity in the United States. 
Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press (Judaic Traditions in Literature, Music, and Art), 2010. 280 pp. $34.95 
(9780815632511).

Michael Weingrad’s excellent and enthusiastic study introduces the reader to American Hebrew literature: 
a little-known element of twentieth century American Jewish culture that was neither American nor American 
Jewish in its identity. Weingrad was attracted to this “un-American” Jewish tale not only because this noteworthy 
body of literature is one of the “best kept secrets of Jewish American Cultural History,” but precisely because it 
stands in contrast to the success story of Jewish immigration and assimilation in the United States.

These largely unsung Hebrew writers hailed from well-educated backgrounds in Eastern Europe and brought 
with them to America a strong allegiance to the Hebrew language and Jewish nationalism. Their literary output 
reveals how they rejected the mainstream culture and exposes their scornful attitudes towards their fellow 
American Jews who they castigated for “ignorance of Judaism,” “materialism and coarseness” and “assimilatory 
values.” At the same time, however, these ardent Jewish nationalists had to fight for recognition of their art, 
particularly from their rather dismissive Israeli counterparts.

Rejecting urban America, New York in particular, American Hebrew writers often turned their literary 
attention to rural America and to an idealized Native American past. The search for an authentic American 
subject for their art engendered a curious trend towards writing epic poems about American Indians, modeled 
on Longfellow’s “Hiawatha.” Yet such a marginalized counter culture could not continue to survive, and it died 
out after most of the writers moved to Israel. 

Weingrad should be congratulated for reinvigorating the study of American Hebrew literature and for 
adding an important new dimension to our notion of what constitutes American Jewish culture and writing. 

Rebecca J. W. Jefferson, Isser and Rae Price Library of Judaica, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL

Wenger, Beth S. History Lessons: The Creation of American Jewish Heritage. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University 
Press, 2010. 282 pp. $35 (9780691147529)

History Lessons is a lucid and engaging work of scholarship with potential broad appeal. Wenger, Associate 
Professor of history at the University of Pennsylvania, has produced the first in-depth study examining the ways 
in which American Jews have constructed a shared American Jewish heritage. She uses a variety of primary 
and secondary sources to show how American Jews have woven Jewish history and identity into the social and 
cultural fabric of the nation. One of the main ways this symbiosis is sought is through the perpetuation of the 
notion that Jewish religious and cultural values are kindred with American democratic ideals.

Wenger’s study investigates four areas of Jewish life up to the end of the Second World War in which “Jews 
wrote America into Jewish history, and Jews into American history.” The first area of focus is the celebration 
of civic holidays by American Jews and how non-Jewish traditions were integrated into synagogue services 
and communal activities. The second area is the history of the Jewish involvement in American military service 
and an apparent collective need to demonstrate conspicuous patriotism. The third area concentrates on the 
contents of Jewish children’s textbooks and how they inculcated the notion of a shared heritage by tracing 
Jewish roots back to the nation’s founding and immortalizing Jewish American heroes like Emma Lazarus. 
The fourth area deals with the American Jewish effort to memorialize Haym Salomon as the financier of the 
American Revolution. Wenger traces the history of how Salomon’s legend was created as well as the controversy 
surrounding his legacy. 

This original thesis by Wenger clearly demonstrates how a minority culture set about creating “a sense of self 
through endless rehearsals of the past,” concluding that American Jewry is still in the process of “becoming.”

Rebecca J. W. Jefferson, Isser and Rae Price Library of Judaica, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL

Wimpfheimer, Barry Scott. Narrating the Law: A Poetics of Talmudic Legal Stories. Philadelphia: University 
of Pennsylvania Press, 2011. 264 pp. $59.95 (9780812242997).

Barry Wimpfheimer’s goal is to prove that the traditional understanding of Halakhah and Aggadah leads 
to a misunderstanding of Talmudic narrative. He sets out to demonstrate that law should not be studied only 
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for its prescriptive value, and that legal narrative is itself a type of Aggadah. Law and its narrative are a form of 
“cultural discourse,” creating meaning and responding to human behavior. Wimpfheimer examines several often 
irreverent discussions in the Babylonian Talmud concerning rabbis and their relations with others, including 
students, fellow rabbis and outsiders. He shows how much we can learn about real life situations.  For example, 
discussion regarding the question of whether litigants need to stand in court leads to a very fine analysis of the 
rabbinical understanding of respect. His close readings of other narratives in the Talmud enhance his analysis. 
A careful understanding of the legal narrative leaves us better equipped to see the law as affecting and being 
affected by real life situations. Recommended for all academic collections of Judaica or Law.

Jim Rosenbloom, Judaica Librarian, Brandeis University, Waltham, MA; President, Association of Jewish Libraries.

Yeshaya, Joachim J.M.S. Medieval Hebrew Poetry in Muslim Egypt: The Secular Poetry of the Karaite Poet 
Moses ben Abraham Dar’i. (Karaite Texts and Studies, vol. 3; Études sur le Judaïsme Médiéval, v. 44). Leiden: 
Brill, 2011. 345 pp. $179 (9789004191303)

Dar’i’s biographical details are few - even the historical dating of his life is extracted from his works. His 
family is believed to have come from Spain and settled in the town of Dar’a (Morocco), then moved to Egypt. He 
is an important poet because he excelled at both Hebrew and Judeo-Arabic poetry and is considered the most 
gifted Karaite poet of the Middle Ages. He wrote both secular and liturgical poems. 

Brill previously published a critical edition and commentary of the poems of Dar’i in 2000 (Jewish Poet in 
Muslim Egypt: Moses Dar’i’s Hebrew Collection by Leon J. Weinberger).Dr. Yeshaya’s work adds to the scholarship 
on Dar’i. The first half of the book examines the historiography of research, manuscript traditions, and biography; 
provides an overview of Hebrew poetry in Arabic lands and poetic language and style; lists motifs and themes 
and compares Karaite poetry to Rabbanite poetry. The second half examines poems no. 1-152 based on the 15th 
century National Library of Russia manuscript Evr. I 802 (five plates of the manuscript are reproduced). Variant 
readings from Weinberger’s and other’s translations, a bibliography, an alphabetical list of the poems and of 
biblical names, and an index are included.

The dissertation roots of this work shows in the very good and thorough overview of both Dari’s work and 
the genre of poetry written by Jewish poets in the Middle East during the Middle Ages.

While scholarly, any interested reader would find the first half of the book in particular very accessible. 
Libraries who have the Weinberger book will want to purchase this one. 

Suzanne Smailes, Head of Technical Services and Associate Professor, Wittenberg University, Springfield, OH

Zellentin, Holger Michael. Rabbinic Parodies of Jewish and Christian Literature. Tubingen: Mohr Siebeck, 
2011. 275 pp. $141 (9783161506475).

Holger Zellentin believes that the rabbis of the late Antique period used humor to critique their own culture. 
He examines a number of narratives in the Jerusalem and Babylonian Talmuds, as well as in Midrash, to show 
that they not only contain allusions to other texts, but that they actually parody them. For example, Zellentin 
shows that there are subtle allusions to early Christian literature in the famous story of the oven of Akhnai. In 
this narrative the majority of rabbis disagree with Rabbi Eliezer’s opinion. He calls for supernatural events to 
confirm his view.  Miraculous events do indeed occur, indicating that God agrees with his position. Even so, 
the rabbis insist that the Torah is now in the hands of humans, and that Rabbi Eliezer must follow the majority 
of rabbis. Zellentin shows how in this narrative the rabbis parody stories of Jesus and early Christians, and 
compares the use of words in the story to key expressions in early Christian literature. The narrator uses this 
parody of the Christian texts to delegitimize Rabbi Eliezer’s position. The narratives that Zellentin analyses have 
been the subject of critical research in the past, but he adds a new perspective. Many of his examples are quite 
persuasive. Recommended for all research collections in Judaica, Classics and early Christianity.

Jim Rosenbloom, Judaica Librarian, Brandeis University and President, Association of Jewish Libraries
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LITeRATURe: FICTIoN & PoeTRY 
Balman, Alexander. Rebecca’s Choice: The Surprising Sequel to the Tale of Ivanhoe. Jerusalem: Urim, 2010. 256 
pp. $18.00 (9781936068197)

This reviewer, also a Rebecca, was a keen reader of Walter Scott’s Ivanhoe, not only for its romance and the 
beauty of its prose, but also out of appreciation for its positive Jewish stereotype. This Rebecca, however, found 
herself more than a little disappointed that Scott’s Rebecca didn’t run off with the impassioned knight Sir Brian 
de Bois-Guilbert (as this Rebecca most probably would have done …). So it was with this shameful, never-
confessed secret in mind that I embraced the chance to read Alexander Balman’s sequel, Rebecca’s Choice.  

Balman’s story begins before the very end of Scott’s novel at the point where Brian de Bois-Guilbert has died 
as a victim of his ‘contending passions.’ Balman, himself dissatisfied with Scott’s conclusion, renders de Bois-
Guilbert as merely unconscious. The knight convinces Rebecca that he allowed Ivanhoe to injure him in order 
to save her, and Rebecca is faced with having to rescue her former enemy. Together with Rebecca’s father and 
with the knight disguised as a Jewish traveler they escape England.  Hot on their heels are Sir Brian’s Templar 
brothers who are intent on capturing him before he discloses the secrets of their order.

What follows is a page-turning, high-paced adventure that journeys throughout the Near East, filled with 
danger and surprise and featuring knights, pirates, slaves, assassins, and even Maimonides! 

I won’t ruin the story by telling you what becomes of Brian de Bois-Guilbert, or his strange relationship to 
Daniel the proselyte. But I can tell you that Rebecca lives happily ever after … 

Balman’s novel cannot be compared to Scott’s Ivanhoe for the latter, in terms of quality of prose, narrative 
structure and historical background is by far the superior work. But taken on its own merits this is an entertaining 
story with particular appeal for a Jewish audience.

Rebecca J. W. Jefferson, Isser and Rae Price Library of Judaica, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL

Cohen, Eliaz. Hear O Lord: Poems From the Disturbances of 2000-2009. New Milford, CT: Toby Press, 2010. 
177 pp. $14.95 (9781592643134)

Eliaz Cohen is at the forefront of a new movement of poets among the religious settlers in the West Bank. 
These poems were written during the Second Intifada as well as the leadup to the disengagement from Gaza, 
and his work reflects the tensions of the time. Cohen is filled with dichotomies; a love-hate relationship with 
his Arab-Israeli neighbors and a love-hate relationship with God. Both of these relationships are tinged with 
anger and a sensual romanticism. “The Barrier Crasher” reflects on his role as a border guard and is dedicated 
to Cohen’s Arabic teacher Ali Yichya, the first Arab-Israeli to serve as a foreign ambassador.

This is a bilingual edition and the retention of the Hebrew original is essential, even for readers with limited 
Hebrew. Cohen’s work is permeated with biblical and liturgical references that bring forth powerful associations 
that do not always come across in translation. The title poem “Hear O Lord” is a reversal of the Shema, imploring 
God to love His people, evoking images of Holocaust survivors and murdered soldiers. “Prayer For the Driver 
on the Tunnel Road” is a play on Tefilat ha-Derekh, the prayer for the traveler. The erotic language of Shir ha-
Shirim is also frequently evoked.

These are powerful poems, strongly representative of the poet’s particular religious and political situation, 
yet timeless and welcoming to any reader. Highly recommended.

Daniel Scheide, Librarian, Wimberly Library, Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton, FL; RAS Vice President, AJL; 
Chair, Bibliography and Reference Book Award, AJL

Dodd, D.O. Jew.  Holstein, Ontario: Exile Editions, 2010. 174 pp. $19.95 (9781550961430)
The novel opens with a gruesome narration of the “hero” crawling out of a pile of corpses. He dresses up as an 

officer and takes command of the enemy forces. We later learn that he is indistinguishable from the commander 
who is his half-brother from a different mother. The two mothers belong to the two warring nations. The title 
is Jew, but throughout the narrative (basically a long short story) the author does not name his characters or the 
places. We start by imagining the German army in Poland, but the author seems to be deceiving us. At the end, 
we are told by one of the characters: “Yes we the twelve tribes have settled the conflict.”

We can understand the story in one of two ways, either as a parable of man’s inhumanity to man or as an 
anti-Israeli diatribe, where Israeli soldiers are seen as Nazis. 

There is no doubt that D.O. Dodd writes beautiful English but the way he plays with his readers is not 
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particularly attractive. Furthermore, if the second reading is the correct one, then his picture of the Israeli soldier 
is blatantly slanderous.

Chaim Seymour, Director, Cataloging and Classification Department, Wurzweiler Library, Bar-Ilan University, Israel

Glatstein, Jacob. The Glatstein Chronicles. Edited and with an introduction by Ruth Wisse. Translated by 
Maier Deshell and Norbert Guterman. New Haven: Yale University Press (New Yiddish Library Series), 2010. 
396 pp. $20 (9780300095142)

This book consists of two works: Homeward Bound, first published in Yiddish in 1937, and Homecoming 
at Twilight, first published in Yiddish in 1940. Maier Deshell translated the first title and Norbert Guterman 
translated the second in 1962, with editing by Ruth Wisse for this edition. Both translations are very good, 
presenting the work of a gifted writer who, despite his youthful intentions to be an “introspective” poet, was 
desperately engaged in portraying the plight of European Jewry as it stood poised on the threshold of catastrophe. 
It’s an eerie feeling to read this book now and realize that Glatstein was predicting the Holocaust on nearly every 
page. The first book takes place almost entirely on board the ocean liner that carries him to Europe to visit his 
dying mother in 1934. His character, Yash, exists as a sounding board for a varied group of travelers who, as he 
brilliantly observes, change their behavior and even their identities during their time at sea. In the second book 
Yash is returning to America but stops at a Polish resort to rest. There is a heart-breaking sequence in which 
Jews from all walks of life implore him to contact their American relatives for assistance. The second book also 
indulges in childhood memories, as well as some “introspective” rumination on the nature of existence. These 
are not works with conventional narratives; rather, they are exquisite poetic illuminations of Ashkenazic Jewry 
the moment before it was destroyed. It’s disheartening to think that while there is undoubtedly Yiddish writing 
of this quality still waiting to be translated, there may be fewer and fewer translators available to do so. Highly 
recommended for all collections of Yiddish in translation.

Beth Dwoskin, Catalog Librarian, Proquest; Chair, Library Committee, Beth Israel Congregation, Ann Arbor, MI

Graves, Timothy. Homo Jihad. London: Paradise Press, 2010. 299 pp. $10 (978190485152)
At 35, Londoner David Underwood is lost: the private school at which he teaches is becoming more and 

more conservative; his Arab lover, Ahmed, leaves him to marry the woman his parents chose for him; and 
physical and emotional wounds from his past threaten to overtake him. All this leaves David in a downward 
spiral. He spends most of his time picking fights with his best friend and doing drugs in London’s gay clubs. At 
one of these night clubs, David meets Yossi, an Israeli Jew on a business trip to England, with whom he makes 
a strong connection. But soon after meeting him, David wakes up with paramedics staring down and him and 
realizes that he’s hit rock-bottom and must make some changes in his life. He visits Yossi in Israel and finally has 
some insights about his life and about his “homo jihad,” his struggle for love and acceptance.

David discusses Mideast politics with both of his lovers and each side is shown fairly even-handedly. 
Although Homo Jihad includes a Jewish Israeli and a trip to Israel, there is not much Jewish content per se.

Because of the many explicit drug and sex scenes, this book is for adult collections only.
Sheryl Stahl, Senior Associate Librarian, Frances-Henry Library, HUC-JIR, Los Angeles

Halperin, David. Journal of a UFO Investigator. New York: Viking Press, 2011. 284 pp. $25.95 (9780670022458). 
Available as an e-book.

In this bildungsroman, the lines of reality blur as we follow Danny Shapiro from middle school through high 
school in the early 1960’s. Danny lives with his Jewish mother who is dying of heart disease and his father who 
has retreated into a shell of anger and frustration over his wife’s condition.  

A lonely nerd in school, Danny drags himself through the day until he can get home and investigate UFO 
sightings, the alien “dero” who have been hiding under the earth, and the three mysterious men who seem to 
appear whenever anyone gets close to finding the answers. At night, Danny feverishly writes all his discoveries 
in his journal. He soon joins a group of three other UFO investigators: cagey ring-leader Julian, love interest 
Rochelle, and the mostly unobtrusive Tom. After a series of misadventures with his group, Danny finds a spaceship 
which traps him in an alien underground landscape. As Danny tried to make sense of this world, he frequently 
wonders what biblical or Talmudic quote his grandfather might have expounded. His travels eventually include 
a trip to both the real and imagined Israel.  
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This reviewer was very happy to finally read a coherent novel with both Jewish and science fiction themes. 
While there is not a huge amount of Jewish content, there is enough to warrant a place in a Jewish collection. This 
book might be of interest to both YA and adult readers but the reader should be warned of a few violent scenes 
and a couple of short passages with sexual content.

Sheryl Stahl, Senior Associate Librarian, Frances-Henry Library, HUC-JIR, Los Angeles

Hess, Walter.  Jew’s Harp.  New York: Pleasure Boat Studio, 2010.  49 pp. $14.00 (9781929355631)
This slender volume of poetry is elegant and touching. The short poignant poems are beautifully illustrated 

in black and white by Herb Stern, a graphic designer.
They range in subject from memories of family members who lived during the Holocaust to vignettes of life in 

various locations after the war.  There are also poems that embody midrashim.  All are simple and understandable 
although the reader might want to consult a website to learn the source of some of the references.  However, the 
poems stand on their own very well.  One poem is based on a midrash about Sarah, Abraham’s wife and Isaac’s 
mother.  I questioned who Shaishi was in the midrash so I went to the internet and found out right away.  But 
it really wasn’t essential for understanding this poem which is the poet’s retelling of this famous tale. This book 
would find a welcome home in any Judaica collection from academic, synagogue to high school library.  

Marion M. Stein, Founding Librarian of The Abraham Joshua Heschel High School, retired, New York

Kalman, Nadia. The Cosmopolitans. Livingston, AL: University of West Alabama/Livingston Press, 2010. 239 
pp. $28.00 cloth; $17.95 pbk. ( 9781604890662; 9781604890679). Available as an e-book.

Three sisters negotiate life in America, college, suitors and marriages, but it’s not exactly Chekhov’s Three 
Sisters. In her debut novel, Nadia Kalman introduces a Russian-Jewish immigrant family as dysfunctional and 
lively as any in modern fiction. Written in short snappy chapters, each devoted to one character, we meet Milla, 
Yana and Katya, their family and friends. It’s thoughtful and hilarious and captures the modern zeitgeist. I 
found the short chapters and hip attitude off-putting at first, and the personalities a bit caricatured, but slowly 
the reader becomes more absorbed in their lives and problems. Milla marries the wrong man, attracted by 
his Upper East Side  New York Jewish family. Idealistic Yana finds herself in a relationship with the family’s 
resident exchange student from Bangladesh, whom their father brought home as a math tutor for Katya, who 
has more problems than her lack of math skills. Yet it all works out. Nadia Kalman emigrated from the former 
Soviet Union with her family as a child. She won Moment Magazine’s Emerging Writer Award for fiction and was 
a finalist for the Sami Rohr Prize for Jewish Literature for this book.

Merrily Hart, Ann Arbor MI; Librarian, Siegal College, Cleveland, OH (retired)

Kaplan, Mitchell James. By Fire, by Water. New York: Other Press, 2010. 284 pp. $15.95 (9781590513521)
Set in 1492, the novel is dominated by four major events: the activity of the New Inquisition, Columbus’ 

journey to America, the expulsion of the Jews and the conquest of Muslim Spain by the Christians. The hero of 
the novel is King Ferdinand’s Marrano chancellor, Luis de Santangel. The historical period is described well, as 
are the wide range of characters. The novel is full of suffering and the author ensures that we understand the 
motivations and beliefs of the villains as well as of the heroes.

I personally was disappointed by the failure to develop the relationships between Marranos and those who 
elected to remain Jews. This is the author’s first novel and I wish him success with his future novels.

Chaim Seymour, Director, Cataloging and Classification Department, Wurzweiler Library, Bar-Ilan University, Israel

Pomerantz, Sharon. Rich Boy. New York: Twelve (Hatchette Book Group), 2010. 528 pp. $24.99 (9780446563185). 
Available as an e-book.

In his 1959 classic, The Status Seekers, Vance Packard noted that, in addition to wealth, class distinctions in 
post-World War II America were comprised of behavior patterns, values, language, social life and a variety of 
other intangible characteristics. The novel Rich Boy by Sharon Pomerantz makes this point in its well balanced, 
entertaining story of Robert Vishniak’s rise from working class Philadelphia in the 1960’s to the heights of 
Manhattan wealth and power in the 1980’s.

Robert and his brother Barry grew up in a dysfunctional family with parents who were obsessed with making 
and saving money. Robert was the first person in his family to go to college. He made many efforts to disguise 
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his humble roots but they pursued him in academia and throughout his life. There were three romances in 
Robert’s life. He was devastated when the first romance with Gwendolyn didn’t work out. While still grieving 
for Gwendolyn, he married Crea, his boss’s daughter, a wealthy young woman who was very controlling. The 
marriage taught Robert that wealth did not always bring happiness. He and Crea ultimately divorced, and 
Robert lost his job in his father-in-law’s law firm.

Robert found relief when he developed a romantic relationship with Sally, a sexually provocative shoe 
shine girl who once lived in Robert’s neighborhood in Philadelphia.  Despite her low position in life, Sally had 
self-esteem and insight. Still, the educational gulf seems unrealistic, and the reader is left to imagine how this 
romance turns out. It seems that once again, Robert is simply satisfying an immediate need. This was a letdown 
after a long, engrossing story.

On a variety of different levels, Pomerantz brings out the differences among various social classes and 
lifestyles. Rich Boy has realistic characters and an engaging plot. Through Robert’s travails and attempts to 
remake himself, Pomerantz shows what can happen when one tries to escape the past. Except for the abbreviated 
ending, this book is a good read and is recommended for synagogue, center and academic libraries.

Lee Haas, Librarian, Temple Emanu El, Cleveland, OH

Silva, Daniel, Portrait of a Spy. New York: Harper Collins. 2011, 455 pp. $26.99 (9780062072184). Available as 
an e-book.

Daniel Silva has established himself with many fans.  All his books keep the reader enthralled until the very 
end. Portrait of a Spy is no exception.  Gabriel Allon has moved to a house in Cornwall, England, hoping for a 
life of peace and quiet, but that is not to be.  Spending a weekend in London authenticating a Titian painting, 
bombings in Paris and Copenhagen, and then an event that unfolds around him, mar his holiday. He is called 
to Washington, where he learns of a new terrorist group. He goes to Yemen to collect more information, and 
help bring down these new assassins. This book is probably Silva’s best and is hard to put down. There are new 
characters and the leader of the enemy is quite unusual. Highly recommended for fiction collections.

Lee Wixman, Boynton Beach, FL

Toynton, Evelyn. The Oriental Wife. New York: Other Press, 2011. 289 pp. $15.95 (9781590514412) Reviewed 
from an ARC.

The Oriental Wife is historical fiction, based partially on Evelyn Toynton’s own family saga. The book describes 
the life of three Jewish-German assimilated children (Louisa, Otto, and Rolf) who lived in Nuremberg, Germany.  
They were lucky to leave Germany in 1938 and they later reunited in the US. The Oriental Wife is a Holocaust story 
that carries a profound message about the universal refugee experience. The book portrays with clarity a unique 
catastrophe in a very personal way. The plot is full of surprises and the protagonists are well presented. 

Evelyn Toynton writes with fluidity.  The book is appropriate for adult fiction in public and synagogue 
libraries.

Nira G. Wolfe, Independent researcher, Highland Park, IL; Head Librarian Hebrew Theological College (retired), Skokie, IL

Ulitskaya, Ludmila. Daniel Stein, Interpreter, A Novel in Documents. Translated from the Russian by Arch 
Tait. New York: Overlook Press, 2007. 416 pp. $27.95 (9781590203200)

This novel, written by a well known award-winning Russian writer, tells the story of Daniel Stein, a Polish 
Jew who survived the Holocaust by working in the Gestapo as a translator and interpreter. He was also a 
partisan in the forests of Belorussia, managing to escape death many times and organizing the escape of 300 Jews 
from the ghetto. After the war he converted to Catholicism, became a priest and immigrated to Israel in 1959. The 
story is based on the real life of Oswald Rufeisen, a Carmelite monk. Brother Daniel served as a bridge between 
Catholics and Jews, both of whom sought his support and help. A controversial figure, he is presented in a series 
of letters, diaries, notes and other documents, skipping in time from the 1960’s to 2006.  Each of the five parts 
consists of a numbered list of documents, each with a date and place. Even though the narrative is interesting 
and captures the readers’ attention, the book is not easy to read. It demands effort and perseverance. However 
it is a unique and valuable addition to Judaica collections in academic libraries, as well as temple, synagogue, 
community center and Jewish public libraries.  

Susan Freiband, Retired Library Educator, Arlington, Virginia
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Reviews of Literature Titles for Adults

BIBLe SToRIeS
Lieder, Tim, ed.  She Nailed a Stake Through His Head: Tales of Biblical Terror. NY: Dybbuk Press, 2010. 143 
pp. $12.75 (9780976654674). Available as an e-book.

Nine wildly imaginative tales of terror and horror, these stories will send a shiver down your back. Six are 
based on events in the Tanakh, and one is a re-imagining of the beheading of Holofernes by Judith. The first tale, 
by Gerri Leen, is the most horrifying, for beloved Ruth is cast as a succubus or demon and the loving phrase 
“whither thou goest I will go” is transformed into a curse. “Babylon Burning” summons a modern day Daniel 
sucked into the work of an unholy international security firm. “As if Favorites of Their God,” the story of Saul 
and the witch of Endor, is the most powerful, the only one that could be considered a modern midrash. In 
several of the stories the author develops the tale from an original angle and the reader is midway through the 
story before s/he suddenly recognizes the well-known tale or character, with surprise.

An optional choice for popular collections, but the book should be of interest to fans of fantasy, vampires 
(one or two stories) and horror.

Merrily Hart, Ann Arbor MI; Librarian, Siegal College, Cleveland, OH (retired)

Rapoport, Sandra E. Biblical Seductions: Six Stories Retold Based on Talmud and Midrash. Jersey City, NJ: 
Ktav, 2010. 638 pp. $49.50 cloth; $29.50 (9781602801547; 9781602801707). Available as an e-book.

Sandra Rapoprt’s commentary belongs on the shelves along with those of Aviva Zornberg and Tikva Frymer-
Kensky,  whose work she cites in footnotes. She tackles those troublesome x-rated stories that many would like 
to ignore: Lot’s seduction by his daughters; the rape of Dinah and her brothers’ murderous response; David’s 
lust for Bathsheba; the provocative stories of the two  different Tamars, one a seduction and one a rape; and 
finally the story of Ruth and Boaz.

Ms. Rapoport’s style is repetitious, but with each repetition another layer of information is added. She 
provides a close reading of the text, a very careful analysis of many words, discussing the possibilities in the 
Hebrew original and she connects the different stories together through the echoes in the language and events. 
I wondered if she omitted a single commentator, ancient or modern, in this long and thoroughly footnoted text. 
She includes 76 pages of footnotes, along with an extensive Bibliography and Index of Sources, as well as the 
usual index. Although it is not a gracefully written text, it is compelling reading and will be used and enjoyed in 
Torah study groups, classrooms and for personal study. I recommend this highly for all Jewish libraries.

Merrily Hart, Ann Arbor MI; Librarian, Siegal College, Cleveland, OH (retired)

Rossel, Seymour. The Essential Jewish Stories. Jersey City, NJ: Ktav, 2010. 446 pp. $39:50   cloth; $26.95 pbk. 
(978602801714; 9781602801677).

Seymour Rossel’s new compilation of old Jewish stories will be very useful for rabbis, teachers, storytellers and 
readers. He has taken each story, retold it in his own flowing, modern idiom, and added notes and information 
on the source. The collection is arranged by topic -- God, Torah, Israel, Faith, but the author has also made it 
easier to find the desired tale by including several indexes. The stories are indexed by holiday, notable characters, 
and concepts and values. Stories are taken from the Hebrew Bible, midrash, Talmud, Jewish folktales, and more 
obscure origins. An extensive bibliography of collections of Jewish tales and legends is added, including well 
known anthologies such as Sefer ha-Aggadah and more obscure or narrower collections. This anthology will be 
useful in all Jewish libraries.

Merrily Hart, Ann Arbor MI; Librarian, Siegal College, Cleveland, OH (retired)

THe WeeKLY PARASHAH
Angel, Mark. Angel For Shabbat: Thoughts on the Weekly Torah Portions. New York: Jewish Ideas and Ideals,  
2010.  220 pp. $18.00 (9780615396583)

The ethical principles of compassionate, inclusive, intellectually rigorous Orthodox Judaism, are given voice 
in Angel for Shabbat by the brilliant Rabbi Angel whose excellent collection of thoughtful meditations, in an 
original clear writing style, on the weekly parasha provides readers with a way of   better understanding Torah 
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to transform one’s life intellectually, morally, and spiritually for the better. 
Angel identifies the impurity of tsara’at (a skin condition) attributed to Miriam, for the sin of lashon hara 

(speaking evil), which Talmud tractates Arakhin 15b and Avodah Zarah likens to idolatry, adultery, and murder. 
Angel considers the lashon hara that plagues the Jewish community, and warranted Miriam to be stricken after 
she spoke evil about her brother. If the Jewish community is to be intellectually vibrant, compassionate, caring, 
attain spiritual growth to achieve holiness, it needs to conduct lives in the spirit of humility, respect, justice, truth, 
kindness and strength of character. Angel notes, “If a person observes Shabbat but is dishonest, disrespectful 
and cruel- such a person is surely not an exemplar of Judaism.” On parashat Beha’alotecha, the parasha in which 
Miriam dies, Aaron’s act furthers love and harmony fighting against the darkness of evil by lighting the moral 
menorah of the neshama, Angel teaches “when you raise up” improving oneself by eradicating sins like lashon 
hara, one makes a tikkun, dispelling darkness, by being a Kiddush Hashem. 

These parasha meditations are culled from the Institute for Jewish Ideas and Ideals, that issues a weekly “Angel 
for Shabbat” column by Rabbi M. Angel for many thousands of readers by email distribution from the Institutes 
website (jewishideas.org).  Highly recommended for all libraries.

Dr. David B Levy, Touro College, New York

David, Avishai C. Darosh Darash Yosef:  Discourses of Rav Yosef Dov Halevi Soloveitchik on the Weekly 
Parashah. Jerusalem: Urim, 2011. 472 p. $29.95 (9789655240467)

Many books have been written and are being written about the teachings of Rabbi Yosef Soloveitchik, the 
recognized leader of Modern Orthodoxy in the twentieth century, a renowned scholar and an extraordinary 
teacher, affectionately called the Rav by his many students. Rabbi Avishai David, a devoted student of the Rav 
and a Rosh Yeshiva (head master of a school of Jewish learning) attended many lectures in the 1970s and 80s, 
given by the Rav at Yeshiva University, Moriah synagogue in New York and Saturday nights in Boston. Darosh 
Darash Yosef is a compilation of the Rav’s insights into the weekly Torah portion culled from the these lectures. 
Rabbi David presents the reader with a three or four page essay on each parashah (weekly portion) of the Torah. 
The essays are based on the Rav’s teachings and philosophy. Concepts are presented in clear and readable prose 
which can be easily understood by the scholar and layman alike. Both the novice and expert in Torah study will 
increase his or her depth of knowledge by reading this well written book. Darosh Darash Yosef is an excellent 
reference book for patrons who will be speaking about the weekly Torah portion, especially Bar and Bat Mitzvah 
students. Darosh Darash Yosef is highly recommended for all libraries. Rabbi David makes the Rav’s complex 
thoughts accessible to all readers.

Ilka Gordon, Librarian, Siegal College of Judaic Studies, Cleveland, OH

Siegelbaum, Rebbetzin Chana Bracha. Women at the Crossroads: A Woman’s Perspective on the Weekly Torah 
Portion. Bat Ayin, Israel: Midreshset B’erot Bat Ayin, 2010. 229 pp. $18.95 (978193668098)

Rebbetzin Siegelbaum is the founder and director of Midreshet B’erot Bat Ayin, “an innovative women’s 
seminary in Israel offering a holistic, experiential approach to Torah living and learning, teaching women from 
all walks of life and of all ages.” The selections for each Torah portion were compiled from a weekly email 
newsletter. The descriptions of the seminary and its goals may give the impression of a “New Age” approach, 
but the author employs classical textual analysis. There are discussions women mentioned in the Torah, as well 
as specific mitzvot (challah, lighting candles), and analyses of language and syntax that emphasize the feminine. 
The last essay is a little preachy about women’s learning, but the others are insightful and erudite. Rather than 
taking a feminist tack or creating midrash, Rebbetzin Seigelbaum stresses the unique role of the feminine in all 
aspects of life and how it has contributed to “the molding of the Jewish people throughout the ages.” The book 
includes approbations from noted teachers and rabbis.

The back matter includes an index, a glossary and biographies of commentators. These elements make it 
accessible for those familiar with the portions and those with limited background, so the book is very highly 
recommended for all Jewish libraries.

Kathe Pinchuck, Clifton, NJ; Secretary, School Synagogue and Centers Division. AJL; Past Chair, Sydney Taylor Book 
Award Committee, AJL

Reviews of Literature Titles for Adults

http://jewishideas.org/
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Smiles, Shira. Torah Tapestries: Words of Wisdom Woven from the Weekly Parashah – Bereishis. Jerusalem: 
Feldheim Publishers, 2010. 208 pp.  $19.99 (9781598266412)

Using tapestry as a metaphor, Mrs. Smiles begins by asserting that each time we look at the Torah, we notice 
different things; various “threads” stand out. She “weaves” ideas from diverse writings – Rishonim and Achronim, 
Chassidic and Yeshivah sources, so that readers can see the richness and depth of the book of Genesis and 
appreciate its “texture.” The discussion for each portion points out what can be learned and applied. For example, 
from Noach and the Flood, it becomes clear that the definition of chesed (loving kindness) is going beyond what is 
expected and giving someone what they need, not what you think they need or what you would want. 

Mrs. Smiles teaches at Darchei Bina Seminary, and also leads a number of women’s study group classes in 
Israel. Both audio and video of her lectures are available via the internet. 

An index, extensive bibliography, and concise glossary are included. The text often proceeds without 
explanations or background, so that to fully appreciate the book, the reader must have knowledge of the Torah, 
prayer, and some Jewish philosophy. This is an excellent choice for Orthodox libraries, and a strong optional 
purchase for Conservative libraries.

Kathe Pinchuck, Clifton, NJ; Secretary, School Synagogue and Centers Division. AJL; Past Chair, Sydney Taylor Book 
Award Committee, AJL

Reviews of Literature Titles for Adults

AdULT BooKS ReCeIVed  
Atkinson, Linda. In Kindling Flame : the Story of Hannah Senesh 1921-1944. London: Vallentine Mitchell, 
2011.
 
Bodner, Allen. When Boxing was a Jewish Sport. New York: Excelsior Editions, 2011. 

Capena, Matthew P. The Two Eyes of the Earth: Art and Ritual of Kingship Between Rome and Sasanian 
Iran. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2011. 

Goldberg, David J. The Divided Self : Israel and the Jewish Psyche Today. London: I.B. Tauris, 2011, 
c2006.

Lewis, Bernard. Radical Islam : War Against the West. Clarksburg, NJ: Alden Films, 2011. 

Lurie, Sharon. Cooking with the Kosher Butcher’s Wife. Cape Town: Struik, 2006. 

Noegel, Scott B. & Gary A. Rendsburg. Solomon’s Vineyard: Literary and Linguistic Studies in the Song of 
Songs. Leiden: Brill, 2009.  

Sorkin, David. The Religious Enlightenment : Protestants, Jews and Catholics from London to Vienna. 
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2008.  

Watson, Sterling. Fighting in the Shade. New York: Akashic Books, 2011. 

The September/October 2011 edition of AJL News is chock full of information!
Look for:

A teaser for the 2012 AJL Convention in sunny Los Angeles• 
Chapter Chatter - news from all over!• 
Members’ publications - celebrating the achievemnts of our membership!• 

don’t Forget to Read AJL News

http://www.darcheibinah.org
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MUSICAL SCoReS ANd SoUNd ReCoRdINGS
Botwinik, David. From Holocaust to Life: New Yiddish Songs. New York: Oxford University Press, 2010. 299 
pp. $45.00 (97811878775184)

This large volume contains fifty six songs composed by Botwinik with text in both the Yiddish alphabet 
and romanized transliterations. Most are musical settings of poems by a range of Yiddish poets including M. 
M. Shaffir, Wolf Younin, Leib Naidus, Mates Olitsky, and twenty three others. Botwinik himself wrote both 
words and music for ten songs.  English translations are included for all song texts and the introduction and 
explanatory notes are written in both English and Yiddish. The introduction provides a brief autobiography of 
the composer and helps to put the songs in context.

About half of the songs are children’s songs, most with Jewish holiday themes, and consist of lead sheets 
only: words, music, and chord symbols. Four songs are arranged for SATB choir with piano accompaniment 
and the rest are written for solo voice with piano accompaniment. This last group shows most clearly Botwinik’s 
classical music training. The vocal range is almost two octaves and the voice is matched with moderately difficult 
accompaniments that serve as partners rather than just simple backgrounds to the solo. Although this is not high 
art, the solo works do bear similarities to art songs. Singers, music directors, and those who are interested in 
Yiddish poetry and song would do well to examine this work.

Paul A. Miller, Director of Library Services, Ostrow Library, American Jewish University, Los Angeles, CA

Kahn, Daniel and the Painted Bird. Lost Causes. [Berlin]: Oriente Musik, 2011. Available at http://www.
oriente-express.de

It’s impossible to overstate the merit of this astonishing CD. From its musical brilliance to its uncompromising 
and ever-relevant themes, from its original pieces to its translations to its cover design, this is Jewish art of the 
highest quality. For this CD, the dazzling writer and singer Daniel Kahn embellished his group, The Painted 
Bird, with several of today’s finest klezmer musicians, including Jake Shulman-Ment, Michael Winograd, Dan 
Blacksberg, Michael Alpert, and Lorin Sklamberg. The overtly political material decries the eternal injustices 
of war and capitalism with their perpetual victims: the working class, the displaced immigrant, the homeless, 
the soldier in the trenches. Daniel Kahn resurrects several of the noble, passionate songs that were created by 
Yiddish poets of the last century-- Gebertig, Edelstadt, Beregovski, Sutzkever--as real protest music, and he 
makes them relevant to our time with his powerful translations: “idle as a CEO”; “the days have congealed into 
skulls”; “time gnaws you silent and numb.” Several of these songs have their original Yiddish texts printed in 
the accompanying booklet. In addition, he contributes three songs of his own: the haunting “Sunday After the 
War”; a sardonic comment on global displacement, “Inner Immigration”; and “Görlitzer Park,” accompanied by 
thumb piano and Dylan-style harmonica. Also included are a poignant version of the World War I classic, “Lili 
Marleyn,” accompanied by a musical saw; a classic klezmer piece, the “Zeyde Cohen Medley”; and a hilarious 
ensemble piece, the anthem of the “Klezmer Bund,” created in 2008 for the Moscow Yiddishfest. This CD is at 
once a masterpiece of current Jewish music and a demonstration of what our music could still be— inspiring. An 
essential purchase for all Jewish music collections.

Beth Dwoskin, Proquest; Library Committee Chair, Beth Israel Congregation, Ann Arbor, MI

Reviews of Multimedia

http://www.oriente-express.de 
http://www.oriente-express.de 
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