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TWO AIRWOMEN FREED RETURNING BOMBER CREWS

"Expect 80 extra for breakfast,'' ‘ They’re arriving now.

"Yes, sir* We’ll be ready for then!"

The time was 2-50 a,m, and the Catering Officer had just broken the news to

the airwoman cook on night duty in 'the Sergeants* Mess that Halifaxes coming
back from a heavy raid on St. Nazaire had been diverted to their station.

ACW Williamina, cook, and ACW Katharine, waitress, were the only two on

night duty. They were already preparing breakfast for about 90 pupils who were

up on night-flying training. Now eighty more were to be added to the number, and

they would be arriving at any moment’

But ACW Williamina kept her head. Thinking hard for a moment she wondered

how to cope with her unexpected "customers". Then she had a brain-wave. In

the larder was some ham boiled ready for the next day’s dinner. There was also

powdered egg, Quickly, she set to work to slice the ham and prepare her frying-

pans, By the time the first of the crews reached the dining-room our two airwomen

were ready for them.

Knowing that the first call would be for tea, the girls had large pots ready.

And with the tea came plates of cornflakes, with sugar and hot milk.

As soon as the cornflakes disappeared there were plates of fried ham and

scrambled egg to replace them. Within half an hour eighty tired men had eaten

a meal and were falling asleep.

ACW Williamina confessed that for a moment she was in a panic when she heard

of the sudden arrival.

"But I was so thrilled at the idea of serving the men straight back from a

raid that I knew the job must be done at all costs. The sight of those crews,
dead tired but ravenously hungry, made me realise what a grand job it was having
the chance to cook for them,"

"Yes, and a grand job she made of it!" ACW Katharine took the story,
"There was no waiting at all, I served the men in batches of twenty, and every

time I came back to the counter the cook had another twenty plates of steaming
hot food ready for me. And, tired as they were, didn’t those men appreciate it?

Most of them came and thanked us afterwards for the good meal they'd had"

It was six o’clock in the morning before two exhausted but happy airwomen

went to their beds* It was their first experience of feeding operational crews,

since their's is a Training Station, but they hope it won’t be their last.


