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The President of the Board of Trade Receives

Representatives of the Cotton Industry.

The President of the Board of Trade today received Mr. Frank

Longworth, J.P. The Chairman of the Cotton Industry Conference, and

other members of the Conference to discuss the report of the

Conference on the present and future organisation and direction of

the cotton industry*

The President thanked hr. Lon gworth and his colleagues for

their very valuable work. He noted in particular the unanimous

feeling, shared by all the organisations represented on the Conference,

that a single co-ordinating body, established by statute, to speak
for the industry should be retained after the war. He also noted

that the Conference proposed a Cotton Board constituted rather

differently from the present Board, to be set up after the end of

the war, or at an earlier date if the Board of Trade so determines

after consultation with the trade interests.

After discussion, the President said that the constitution

of the Cotton Board was laid down by Act of Parliament and any

alteration of its constitution would require legislation. The

Government would need to consider in their entirety proposals for

legislation affecting post-war cotton industry and many problems

likely to affect the Industry had still to be dealt with. The

report of the Conference would receive serious consideration when

decisions had to be taken affecting the future direction of the

Cotton Industry.

Those taking part in the deputation from the Conference were;

Mr. Frank Longworth, J.P. (Chairman of Conference)
Mr. John M. Cook, Representing raw cotton.

Mr* W.M. Wiggins, J.P. representing spinners.
Mr. Thomas Ashurst, representing manufacturers.

Mr. Sidney Walton, representing finishers.

Mr. E.A. Carpenter, representing merchants.

Mr. James Ainsley, Secretary to the Conference.

NOTE The report of the Conference follows the visit of the President

of the Board of Trade to MANCHESTER in September, 1942 when he asked

leaders of the cotton industry to give him their views on the post
war problems of the industry. The Conference includes representatives
of trade organisations representing raw cotton merchants, spinners,
weaved, finishers and merchants.
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