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HE SAVEDA TANKER

At the height of an air raid in Malta, an Engineroom Artificer of

the Royal Navy with another engineroom rating, helped to save a

valuable oil tanker which had been bombed, and set on fire.

In so doing, the Engineroom Artificer, John Stewart, of Allan

Street, Motherwell, performed a deed which won him the British Empire
Medal. Today his story can be told.

When the tanker was hit she listed away from the quay,broke her

mooring wires and there was grave danger of her turning on her side

and sinking.

While the raid was at its height, Engineroom Artificer Stewart

and another engineroom rating from a nearby ship got a small boat

and pulled over to the tanker.

"She was canted over so far that we could step from the boat

on to her deck," said Stewart. "We climbed on board and found the fire

was only in the superstructure. We put it out with a fire extinguisher
and buckets of water. Then we went below to see what damage had been

done, ”

They found the tanker had been holed on both sides by splintery. On

one side the holes had been raised above the water by the list, so they
started plugging them, the small ones with wooden plugs and the larger
ones with bedding, bits of wood and anything they could find.

For two hours they were working at this job, Some of the holes

were in the boiler room. They turned off the steam and began work, crawling
about knee deep in oil and water.

"We had a job to get down,because the ladders were sloping away from

us, And all the time there was a danger of the ship toppling' over, "Stewart

said.

Because of the weight of water rushing through the larger holes below

the waterline, .they were unable to plug them, but by this time more help
had arrived, and eventually certain parts of the tanker were flooded and

she was got back on to an even keel.

After that, Stewart spent six months in. Malta before returning to this

country. Now he is senior Engineroom Artificer in one of the new Frigates,
"She’s the finest ship I’ve ever been on," he added.
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