
7.4.43 - No, 14

Air Ministry News Service Air Ministry Bulletin No, 9876

LOCOMOTIVE WORKS HIT IN DAYLIGHT

Photographs now confirm that considerable damage was done by

Mosquitos of Bomber Command in the recent raids on Nantes, in France,
and Ehrang and Trier in Germany,

Trier and Ehrang arc on the German side of the frontier between

Luxembourg and Germany, and to get there the Mosquitos had to fly

350 miles, 180 of then over enemy territory. To reach their objectives

was in itself an achievement of navigation; to hit them while

travelling at s speed of between 300 and 400 miles an hour required

extraordinary skill by the Mosquito crews.

All three raids were on railway objectives - workshops at Trier,
the St Joseph locomotive works at Nantes, and the marshalling yards
at Ehrang, One of Germany’s chief economic worries during the last

eighteen months has been her acute shortage of railway stock, and the

Nazis have been straining to "step up” her production and increase her

repair facilities both in Germany and the occupied territories. The

figures for Nantes, Trier and Ehrang will now have to be revised.

The attacks on Trier and Ehrang took place last Thursday, At

Trier, the Mosquitos scored four direct hits on the larger of the two

workshops. One of the photographs shows smoke pouring out from all

sides of the building. Bombs fell
very close to the main power station,

and there was a direct hit on an adjacent building.

At Ehrang, most of the bombs went down just north of the engine

sheds and several of them hit the forwarding sidings.

The attack on Nantes was made on the afternoon of March 23, and

the target was the important St Joseph locomotive works; a great deal

of damage was done. There are twelve main buildings in the works and

more than half of them have been seriously damaged by direct hits. All

the others have been damaged by blast. There were also several direct

hits on the railway tranks at the northern corner of the works. Railway
stock and some huts were destroyed and works conveyors and gantreys

damaged by blast.


