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MR. ERNEST BEVIN'S MAY-DAY MESSAGE TO RUSSIA

Mr. Ernest Bevin, Minister of Labour and National Service has

addressed the following message to the Soviet People in the may 1st

issue of "BRITANSKI SOYUZNIK", the weekly paper published in the

U.S.S.R,

"For the British working people Russia has always had a great
fascination, We watched the great struggles for freedom that went on from

tine to tine and despite misunderstandings the common people of this country
have desired to see success crown the great experiment inaugurated there as

a result of the Revolution.

"Now the course of events has forged stronger bonds. The sons of

Russia and of Britain are shedding their blood, on the battlefield, to defeat

Nazism and Fascism and to bring about a situation in which the United Nations

can co-operate to build a world free from the terrors of war.

"On this First of May, which perhaps means more to the workers than

to many others, we send warm greetings to all the workers of the Soviet

Union.

"In this small Island there are no idle hands. Every person capable
of working has willingly responded to our directions, willingly responded to

the call to produce and to fight in order to bring the day of our common

victory nearer. In the factories, in the fields, at the lathes, in the

shipyards, on the tractors and in the mines the working people of Britain,
as they go on with their production, will renew their great friendship for

all those who are engaged' in the same struggle in the great cities .and the

broad spaces of the Soviet Union,

"We are conscious of what it means in your great country to arm and

feed your wonderful Red Army.

"Our one thought therefore, will be to produce more and to take every

possible step open to us to get the implements of war to our own Armies

and to yours and. to hasten the day when we can utilise the power of the

United Nations in such a manner that it will finally crush these enemies

of mankind,"
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