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W.A.A.F. OFFICER ASSISTS AT INTERROGATION OF POMPEII CREWS

W.A.A.F. intelligence officers now assist in the interrogation of Bomber

crews returning from most of the large-scale raids such as the recent one on

Berlin.

On one bomber station, a W,A,A,F, section officer was among the intelligence

officers who assisted in the interrogation of the crews of our bombers returning

from these latest and heaviest raids. When our aircrews land somewhat weary

after eight or more hours night flying over enemy territory, they make their way

to the operations block, where the intelligence officers wait to hear their

stories.

The bomber "T for Tommy" has just landed and the crew stroll into the room

They make their way to the table of a W,A,A,F, officer, who pulls a large-scale

map of the night’s target areas towards her and begins to question them quietly.

"Have a good trip?"

"Yes, thanks"

"Get the target?"

"Oh, sure, sure, we got the target all right. Saw it right here,"

The finger of the bomb-aimer points to the map,

"Have any trouble?"

"Oh, not much, "

The crew are weary and their replies at first are monosyllabic and un-

informative, but gradually under the influence of her quiet manner, and the

contrast of the warmth and light after the darkness outside, they begin to relax.

It is the section officer's job to steer them to tell their experiences their

own way. By piecing together the story of the bomb-aimer, the pilot, the tail-

gunner, and other members of the crew, she is able to write a concise end

accurate report.

When the last crew has been interrogated and gone off to bed, the R.A,F,

intelligence officers will collect from the individual interrogation sheets a

consecutive narrative of the part played in the night's raid by the aircraft of

the squadron.

Three years ago, this section officer, who is a B.SC,, was a cartographer.
Her job was making Air Ministry and Admiralty maps. Like so many others, she

decided to join the W.A.A.F. and became an instructress to one of the first

courses of map clerks, teaching them how to read and file the many hundreds of

maps which they would eventually have in their charge at operational stations.

Now, one of the first people to hear the target, she is present at the briefing

of the crews, and when they return hours later from their raid on German

factories and dockyards, it is she who is there to interrogate them and hear

from their own lips the story of the night's attack.


