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R.N.V.R. LIEUTENANT COMMENDED FOR LIFE-SAVING

For his "fine spirit end courage" in rescuing a gunner from a

merchant ship, despite the danger of being crushed by heavy baulks of

timber which were tossing in the water around him, Lieutenant A.S.C,

Harris, R.N.V.R., of Thornton Heath, Surrey, has been commended in a

special order of the day issued by the Commander-in-chief, Nore Command

Lieutenant Harris swam to the rescue when the trawler H.M.S,

SAPPHIRE, of which he is First Lieutenant, was picking up survivors of

a sinking merchant ship.

Most of tile survivors were picked up by a destroyer. But

several men were still on the decks of the merchantman, and the

SAPPHIRE tried to get alongside to take thorn off. Before this was

possible the ship sank. Several men could be seen swimming about in

tho wreckage.

The SAPPHIRE picked up as many men as she .could find with

heaving lines. There was a heavy swell and it was a difficult

operation. One man could be seen clinging to a piece of wreckage and

he appeared to be too weak to reach out for a line. It was known later

that he had a broken arm, and did not dare to release his grasp on a

piece of wreckage.

One of Lieutenant Harris's fellow officers, describing the

incident, said, "Lieutenant Harris decided to go over the side to his

assistance. We fixed a line round him, and he swam a distance of 30

yards. The water was bitterly cold, and he was in danger of being

crushed by the heavy baulks of timber which were being tossed about all

around him. But he reached the man, who was drowning, and they were

both hauled in. Lieutenant Harris wedged himself between the ship's
side and the injured man to save him from being dashed against it."

The rescued man was a D.E.M.S. gunner, Broadbent, of

Heywood, Lancashire.
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