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Following is a broadcast by a senior officer of the

British Army to be made in the Breach Service at

9.30 tonight:

We well know the fight that you are putting up, both openly and in secret,
under the most difficult conditions, and how you often risk your lives so that

you my harass the Germans unmercifully*

You have our profound admiration for the contribution you are making in this

way to the war effort of the Allied countries and we know without a doubt that

your implacable resistance is baffling the enemy today in just the sane way as our

implacable resolve baffled him during the Battle of Britain,

We recognize, we praise and we wish to help the resistance of the French

people whose desire is to recover their full and entire freedom - the freedom of

the individual and the freedom of the nation - and to restore to France her

independence and her greatness. We recognize and we praise the spirited way in

which you bear the sacrifices which must inevitably be made as a result of the air

attacks against the German war machine in France,

Your purpose is ours and our purpose is yours.

We know that in telling you what we think you may do, we are taking a grave

responsibility, be are not afraid of this responsibility, because we know that in

undertaking it we are doing something of which you approve, because it is the

expression of our common will.

We could easily say to you: "Take a rifle and kill the Germans", Or we

could say: "Don't mice any move. Have patience. Don’t do anything at all for

the present". But if we said either of these things, we should merely show that we

had not understood how things are with you, And in either case such office would

be contrary to our common interests.

Me pay homage to the courage and patriotism of all those French men and women

who are fiercely resisting the enemy. But we nave no wish to incite you to -

premature and spasmodic action, the "price of which would be disproportionate to the

results.

Some of you who have gone into hiding rather than be deported to Germany to

work for the enemy, have joined up with others in the same position, and, all to-

gether, are prepared to run the risks to which you, may be exposed by this attitude

the only attitude possible to those who are already known for their open opposition
to the invader.

We are also aware that many of you, in spite of everything, will not be able

to escape being deported to Germany, All those to whom this happens know that It

is their duty to do everything they can to slow down and impede enemy production,

wherever they may be.

We know too the great contribution to resistance made by those who, while

appearing to lead fairly normal lives, shelter and help others who, rather than be

deported, are ready for anything. Lastly, we realise the importance of the part

played by those who, in the full knowledge of what they are doing, are finding ways

of undermining the German war machine by cautious sabotage and go-slow tactics.

We want you to realise that we, who are doing our very best to come to your

aid, know that any premature acts of violence would be likely to endanger the Allied

war effort and aggravate unnecessarily France’s martyrdom,

Frenchmen and Frenchwomen, nobody could possibly have a greater admiration than

we English for the way in which you are resisting.

Together with you, we are preparing for the day when your courageous
efforts

will be rewarded by the complete restoration of the freedom and greatness of France.

It is with emotion and with friendship that we salute France, that we salute

those who have continued to fight all along, or have taken up arms against as soon

as they were able, those at present on French soil who have obstinately refused to

give way to the invader and those who, in enemy country, are preparing to carry on

their work of resistance.

BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION


