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FIGHTING VETERAN OF TWO WARS

Veteran now of two wars, H.M.S. WINCHESTER, (Lieut, J.R. Gower, R.N.), one

of the famous "V & W" class destroyers, celebrates her twenty-fifth birthday on

April 29.

This is her record in this war since being recommissioned in May 1941;

She has escorted more than 4,500 merchant ships)

She has steamed more than 60,000 miles;

She has spent 6,807 hours at sea;

She has been mined and bombed but has always got 'bach to harbour;

She once fought off 30 dive-bombers, shooting dowm two and damaging three;

The "oldest inhabitant" of the ship is Chief Engine Room Artificer R.A.

Nightingale, of Chatham. He has served in her since the beginning of the war.

"She is a fortunate ship," he said, "The number of times she's been almost

hit, but not quite, would fill a book,"

As one instance he recalled that, just before Dunkirk, the WINCHESTER was on

Channel patrol and was running short of ammunition. She was ordered to harbour.

"A few hours after we left," he added, "the two destroyers who*d been with us were

both sunk, "

The Nazis have made several unsuccessful attempts to sink the WINCHESTER. She

has been mined and bombed, but she has always got back.

Once, she was damaged by a near miss and forced to anchor. Within a few minutes

30 dive-bombers came over and attacked her.

"Through the engineroom skylight, the Jerry planes looked like a. lot of angry

flies round a jam-pot," said one of the engineroom ratings.

The WINCHESTER’S gunners claim two enemy aircraft destroyed and three others

damaged.

In the days of peace she acted as escort to many famous people, including King

George V. whom she escorted to Calais when ho went to unveil the war memorial at Vimy.

She brought Prince Umberto from Italy to attend King George's funeral, When it was

decided to sink the King's yacht, BRITANNIA, instead of breaking her up, the WINCHESTER

towed, her out and sank her off the Isle of Wight,

/ Prince Juan of Spain
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Prince Juan of Spain was once a midshipman in the WINCHESTER,

On her twenty-fifth "birthday her company hope to escort her 5,000th merchantman

in this war.

"It’s touch and no whether we'll do it," said her Commanding Officer,
Lt. J.R. Gower, R.N., "but we may be lucky and get a few "big convoys to escort during
the next few weeks, "

The WINCHESTER was built at East Cowes, Isle of Wight, by Messrs, J. Samuel

White & Co.Ltd., in 1918.

NAVAL AFFAIRS
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