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LONG FIGHT WITH ENEMY CONVOY

One of the longest and most persistent attacks on an enemy convoy ever launched

by our light coastal forces was Monday night's action off the Dutch coast in which a

small supply ship was sunk and another probably destroyed.

This action was announced in an Official Admiralty Communique on April 20.

The attack, which was led by Lieutenant lan C. Trelawney, R.N.V.R,, son of Capt.

C.W.E. Trelawney, R.N,, and descendant of an old Cornish seafaring family, lasted two

and a quarter hours. Our forces disengaged time and time again in the face of the

heavy enemy gunfire, but repeatedly re turned to the attack.

It was dawn before our forces finally disengaged and shaped course for their base.

Lieutenant Trelawney, who is 26 years of age and lives at St. Martin, Helston,

Cornwall, has described the action.

"We were off the Dutch coast when we sighted two small vessels", said Lieutenant

Trelawney. "We began to overtake them and we could hardly believe our eyes when we

saw them joined by six more ships. Three large armed trawlers, a large coasting

steamer and two small vessels.

"The scene was lit by a brilliant moon as we drew level with the rest of the

convoy without being seen. Then we were discovered. A shot whistled across my bow.

This was followed by star shells. I decided to attack there and then and, picking out

a merchant ship, turned in, fired my torpedoes and disengaged. As we turned away there

was a big explosion at the stern of the ship.

"By this time the enemy was thoroughly aroused and the sky was full of star shells.

The din was terrific, We retired out of range before going in to have another crack.

"The enemy met us with a terrific barrage. Again we had to disengage but -again

we decided to try to break through.

"And so it went on for an hour and six minutes. We zig-zagged in and around the

convoy, our machine-guns blazing all the time. It seemed that all hell was let loose."

The persistence of the attacks was eventually re-warded. At last Sub Lieutenant

Jack Saunders, R.N.V.R,, who was in command of another of the boats, reached a good
position to attack one of the armed trawlers.

"I fired my fish", said Lieutenant Saunders, "and as I disengaged, my First Lieut,,
Sub Lieutenant Richard Jefferson, R.N.V.R,, of Belfast, and one of my ratings, reported
that a pall of smoke was enveloping the ship. I got a glimpse of the smoke as we hared
out of it."

Sub Lieutenant Saunders who is 22 years old, was formerly an art student and comes

from Cuckfield, Sussex,

Lieutenant Norman S. Gardner, R.N.V.R., who comes from Chirnside, Berwickshire,
speaking of the hit scored at the beginning of the engagement said, "I got a good view
of Lieutenant Trelawney's victim . She was belching steam from places where she shouldn’t
and altogether looked in a pret ty groggy condition. I could see that she was sinking."

Despite the length and fierceness of the engagement there were no casualties on our

side and only one of our boats sustained superficial damage.
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